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Youth  celebrate  while  singing  during  Pilgrimage 


Almost  6300  attend  Pilgrimage 

By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  ed.  This  represents  the  most  churches 

NCC  Director  of  Youth  Ministries 

Friday  evening,  November  11  through 
Sunday  morning,  November  13  close  to 
6300  youth  and  adults  from  United  Meth- 
odist Churches  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  gathered  for  the  annual  Pil- 
grimage event  at  the  Crown  Coliseum  in 
Fayetteville. 

Total  attendance  was  6290  from  316 
churches  with  all  12  districts  represent- 


in  attendance  yet  in  the  12th  year  of  this 
event. 

Ray  Buckley,  director  of  the  Native 
People's  Communication  Office  for  UM 
Communications,  was  the  featured 
speaker.  Buckley  is  also  a  noted  story- 
teller and  author  and  has  spoken  at  vari- 
ous large  gatherings  of  United  Method- 
ists across  the  denomination. 

(continued  on  page  11) 


Church  court  reinstates  pastor 
who  denied  gay  man  membership 


By  Neill  Caldwell* 

HOUSTON  (UMNS)  —  United  Meth- 
odist ministers  do  have  the  power 
to  decide  who  becomes  a  member  of 
the  local  church,  the  denomination's 
top  court  has  ruled,  supporting  a 
pastor  who  blocked  an  openly  gay 
man  from  joining  the  congregation. 

The  United  Methodist  Judicial 
Council,  holding  its  regular  fall 
meeting  Oct.  26-29,  issued  two  deci- 
ions  related  to  the  case  of  Rev.  Ed 
/Ohnson,  who  was  serving  as  senior 
pastor  at  South  Hill  (Va.)  United  Meth- 
odist Church  until  he  was  placed  on 
involuntary  leave  of  absence  in  June. 
In  Decision  1031,  the  council  dealt  with 
the  due  process  problems  in  how  John- 
son was  disciplined.  Decision  1032  was 
the  more  sweeping  ruling,  saying  that 
the  church's  Book  of  Discipline  "invests 
discretion  in  the  pastor-in-charge  to 
make  determination  of  a  person's  readi- 
.  iess  to  affirm  the  vows  of  membership." 

The  result  of  both  decisions  is  that 
Johnson  is  to  be  immediately  reinstated 
to  the  status  he  held  before  being  placed 
on  involuntary  leave  of  absence,  with  all 


salary  and  benefits  retroactive  to  July  1, 
and  is  entitled  to  receive  an  appointment. 

The  council  deliberated  over  several 
cases  related  to  homosexuality,  includ- 
ing the  case  of  the  Rev.  Irene  Eliza- 
beth "Beth"  Stroud  (see  story  pg.  2), 
(continued  on  page  12) 

UM  Bishops  say 
church  open  to  all 

By  Tim  Tanton* 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS) 
-  Homosexuality  is  not  a  barrier  to 
membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  denomination's  bishops 
said  Nov.  2,  two  days  after  the  church's 
top  court  supported  a  pastor's  refusal  to 
allow  a  gay  man  to  join. 

"While  pastors  have  the  responsibil- 
ity to  discern  readiness  for  member- 
ship, homosexuality  is  not  a  barrier," 
the  bishops  said  in  their  pastoral  letter 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

(continued  on  page  13) 
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An  open  letter  to  North  Carolina  Christian 
Advocate  subscribers  from  the  Bishops  of  the  North 
Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Conferences 


Dear  Subscribers  to  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate 

We  give  thanks  to  God  for  the  service  this  newspaper  has  rendered  to  our 
two  annual  conferences  over  the  past  150  years.  It  has  helped  make  real 
the  connectional  nature  of  our  denomination  by  telling  the  stories  of  our 
churches  across  the  state  and  by  keeping  us  informed  about  ministries 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  around  the  world.  For  all  of  this,  we  are 
grateful  to  God  and  to  you  for  your  support. 

During  the  past  several  years,  the  Methodist  Board  of  Publication, 
which  is  responsible  for  publishing  the  Advocate,  has  realized  drastically 
decreased  financial  resources.  After  careful  and  thorough  review,  it  has 
been  determined  that  there  are  insufficient  assets  to  continue  the  Board  of 
Publication  and  the  Advocate.  Consequently,  our  two  conferences,  through 
their  representatives  to  the  Board  of  Publication,  have  amicably  decided 
to  go  in  different  directions  regarding  this  newspaper.  As  part  of  this  joint 
decision,  severance  packages  were  arranged  for  the  publication's  three 
employees  in  Greensboro. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  will  continue  publishing  a  version  of  the 
paper  on  a  monthly  basis  and  thus  honor  the  subscriptions  of  its  members. 
The  Western  North  Carolina  Conference's  Commission  on  Communica- 
tion is  studying  ways  to  continue  to  provide  news  and  information  to  the 
lay  and  clergy  members  of  that  conference.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  the 
Advocate  there  is  information  on  how  Western  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence subscribers  may  request  a  refund  of  their  subscription  fee  or  make  a 
contribution  to  whatever  communication  means  the  conference  decides  to 
pursue. 

This  is  a  time  of  great  change  in  the  fields  of  communication,  and  the 
persons  responsible  for  this  ministry  in  our  conferences  are  working 
diligently  and  faithfully  to  provide  the  most  effective  means  of  communi- 
cation possible  with  the  resources  available.  May  God  bless  them  as  they 
continue  to  "tell  the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love"  in  a  variety  of 
new  ways. 


Sincerely. 


Hi 


Bishop  Alfred  W.  Gwinn 
Raleigh  Area 


Bishop  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey 
Charlotte  Area 


Joint  paper  comes  to  an  end 


By  Dawn  Hand,  WNCC  Director  of 
Communications  and 
Bill  Norton,  NCC  Director  of  Com- 
munications 

(based  in  part  on  historical  re- 
search by  Neill  Caldwell,  WNCC 
Communications  chair) 

After  86  years  of  jointly  producing 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate, 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  (NCC) 
and  the  Western  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference (WNCC)  will  no  longer  publish 
the  newspaper  that  has  a  150-year  his- 
tory. 

Throughout  its  existence,  the  news- 
paper has  experienced  name  changes 
and  ceased  publication  because  of  war, 
disagreement,  and  financial  problems. 
The  latest  decision  to  stop  publication 
is  rooted  in  financial  shortfalls. 

In  January  1856,  the  first  article  was 
published  in  The  Raleigh  Christian 
Advocate,  a  publication  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  The  conference 
then,  with  eight  districts,  included  the 


entire  State  of  North  Carolina.  From 
1861  through  most  of  1866,  the  Civil  War 
and  collapse  of  the  state  economy  forced 
the  suspension  of  publication. 

When  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
re-established  the  publication  in  Novem- 
ber 1866,  it  was  renamed  The  Episco- 
pal. In  a  few  months,  though,  the  name 
Christian  Advocate  returned.  An  office 
fire  and  financial  problems  brought  dif- 
ficult times  to  the  paper.  A  new  editor 
and  publisher  of  a  private  enterprise 
with  conference  support  in  1880  provid- 
ed continued  publication  for  10  years. 

In  1890,  the  Western  North  Carolina 
Conference  was  created  and  the  Advo- 
cate became  the  newspaper  for  both 
conferences.  Four  years  later  the  news- 
paper offices  moved  to  Greensboro.  The 
newspaper  became  the  North  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate  in  1896. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  with- 
drew its  support  in  1899  and  organized 
The  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate.  In 
(continued  on  page  11) 
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Judicial  Council  rules  against  Beth  Stroud 


By  Neill  Caldwell* 

HOUSTON  (UMNS)  -  The  United 
Methodist  Judicial  Council  has  reversed 
an  appeals  court  ruling  in  the  case  of  a 
lesbian  pastor,  restoring  the  original  tri- 
al court  ruling  and  verdict  that  had  re- 
sulted in  the  minister  losing  her  clergy 
credentials. 

The  Rev.  Irene  Elizabeth  "Beth" 
Stroud,  an  associate  pastor  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  German- 
town,  Pa.,  was  convicted  by  a  clergy 
trial  court  last  December  after  stating 
that  she  was  a  practicing  lesbian  -  a  vio- 
lation of  church  law,  which  forbids  the 
ordination  and  appointment  of  "self- 
avowed  practicing"  homosexuals.  The 
trial  court  revoked  Stroud's  credentials, 
but  a  jurisdictional  court  of  appeals 

2005  Bishop's  Day  Apart 


set  aside  that  ruling  in  April.  The  Oct. 
31  decision  by  the  denomination's  top 
court  restores  the  original  decision. 

"The  Northeast  Jurisdiction  Commit- 
tee on  Appeals  erred  in  reversing  and 
setting  aside  the  verdict  and  penalty 
from  Rev.  Stroud's  trial,"  the  court  said 
in  its  eight-page  ruling. 

"Stroud  was  accorded  fair  and  due 
process  rights  enumerated  in  the  (Book 
of)  Discipline  and  Judicial  Council  deci- 
sions," the  court  said.  "Regulation  of 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  does  not 
violate  the  'status'  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  The  Northeast  Jurisdic- 
tion Committee  on  Appeals  was  without 
jurisdiction  to  declare  that  Paragraph 
304.3  established  a  new  standard  of  doc- 
trine contrary  to  our  present  existing 


and  established  standards." 

The  judicial  council  said  that  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  the  original  trial  court 
"correctly  stated  the  law  of  the  church" 
in  instructing  the  court  regarding  the 
penalty  phase. 

The  council  also  determined  that  the 
appeals  court  lacked  jurisdiction  to 
determine  whether  or  not  Paragraph 
304.3  establishes  a  new  church  doctrine 
that  is  contrary  to  established  doctrine. 
"Such  a  determination  would  require 
an  interpretation  of  doctrine  which  is 
beyond  judicial  authority  under  United 
Methodist  polity,"  the  ruling  said. 

*Caldwell  is  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  correspondent  based  in  High 
Point,  NC. 


'Communion;  Grace  and  sustenance  for  life' 


unu 


By  Bill  Norton 

NCC  Director  of  Communications 

"Holy  Communion  is  when  we  meet 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  here  and  now.  Holy 
Communion  is  where  you  receive  Grace 
and  sustenance  for  life,"  Dr.  Gayle  Fel- 
ton,  told  clergy  attending  the  Bishop's 
Day  Apart  at  First  UMC,  Wilson,  in 
mid-October. 

The  Day  Apart  is  an  annual  time  of 
renewal  ancl  reflection  for  clergy  in  the 
NC  Conference.  Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn 
presided  and  nr.  Charles  M.  Smith  led 
the  singing. 

"THIS  HOLY  MYSTERY,  A  United 
Methodist  Understanding  of  Holy  Com- 
munion" was  the  theme  of  the  gather- 
ing and  is  the  title  of  one  of  the  books 
written  by  Dr.  Felton.  The  document, 
adopted  by  the  2004  General  Confer- 
ence, contains  the  denomination's  un- 
derstanding of  the  practice  and  theol- 
ogy of  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Dr.  Felton,  also  the  author  of  the 
denomination's  study  on  baptism,  said 
"the  sacraments  are  a  part  of  Wesley's 
understanding  of  Means  of  Grace, 
that  God's  Grace  comes  to  us  through 
certain  channels."  She  identified  the 
sacraments,  baptism  and  Holy  Commu- 
nion, among  the  channels  used  by  God. 

"United  Methodists  observe  an  open 
table  where  Holy  Communion  is  avail- 
able to  all  persons,"  Dr.  Felton  said. 
Not  all  denominations  practice  an  open 
table 

The  qualification  placed  on  receiv- 
ing communion  is  that  one  love  God 
and  earnestly  repent  of  sins.  "No  one  is 
turned  away  because  of  age  of  handi- 
cap," she  said. 

"Baptism  is  the  normal  prerequisite 
for  receiving  communion.  The  invita- 
tion is  to  a  life  with  Christ,"  she  said. 


Pastors  who  have  persons  who  are  not 
baptized  and  regularly  receiving  com- 
munion should  talk  with  the  person 
about  why  the  person  comes  to  the  table 
without  desiring  baptism,"  she  remind- 
ed the  clergy 

Wesley  encouraged  his  followers  to 
take  communion  as  often  as  possible. 
He  was  said  to  take  communion  on  the 
average  of  every  four  to  five  days. 

"Holy  Communion  is  done  by  the  en- 
tire congregation.  It  is  a  celebration  of 
the  community  of  faith.  The  congrega- 
tion should  be  present  for  consecrating 
the  elements,"  she  said,  pointing  out 
that  self-service  communion  and  drop- 
in  communion  are  not  appropriate. 

While  talking  about  who  can  con- 
secrate the  communion  elements,  Dr. 
Felton  said  only  ordained  elders  could 
consecrate  the  elements  in  any  location. 
Licensed  local  pastors  can  consecrate 
the  elements  only  in  the  their  appointed 
charge,  she  said. 

She  explained  that  once  consecrated, 
deacons  or  lay  persons  can  assist  in 
serving  the  bread  and  the  cup. 

In  the  closing  worship,  Bishop,  using 
the  scripture  reference  of  God  being  the 
vine  and  we  are  the  branches,  encour- 
aged pastors  to  be  strong  spiritual  lead- 
ers, to  regularly  have  silent  tune  with 
God,  and  to  encourage  each  other  to  be 
accountable  to  the  vine. 

"There  is  a  lack  of  understanding  in 
many  congregations  about  you  being 
called,"  he  said.  "You  are  not  hired  ser- 
vants but  called  servants  of  God." 

He  encouraged  pastors  to  have  a 
strong  relationship  with  God  so  they 
could  be  examples  of  believers  commit- 
ted to  the  vine. 

The  next  Bishop's  Day  Apart  will  be 
October  17,  2006. 


A  panel  of  five  pastors  at  churches  celebrating  Holy  Communion  each 
Sunday,  every  other  Sunday,  or  planning  frequent  celebration  talked 
about  Holy  Communication  in  their  congregation.  Panelists  were  9right 
to  left)  Kong  Namkung,  Cornerstone  UMC;  Hope  Vickers,  West  Nash; 
Grace  Hackney,  Cedar  Grove;  Kevin  Baker,  Reconciliation;  and  Susan 
Pate-Greenwood,  St.  Francis  UMC. 
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Defining  clergy  effectiveness,  healthy  congregations 


Bill  Norton 

ector  of  Communications 

Wealthy  Congregations  and  Effective 
ders  in  Every  Place  Making  Disci- 
» of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  Transforma- 
1  of  the  World,"  the  vision/mission 
ement  for  the  NC  Conference  Con- 
tional  Table  (CCT),  was  provided 
h  the  agenda  and  on  display  when 
table  met  Monday,  November  14. 
ily  Innes,  conference  lay  leader,  pre- 
3d  during  the  meeting, 
lcluded  in  the  presentations  and 
:ussions  were  updates  by  leaders 
task  forces  on  clergy  effectiveness 
I  healthy  congregations,  ministry 
used  financial  leadership  and  vision 
ting  by  Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn,  and  an 
reduction  to  the  Legacy  Partnership 
the  conference.  The  gathering  be- 
i  with  worship  and  a  service  of  Holy 
mmunion. 

)uring  the  clergy  effectiveness  pre- 
station, Dr.  Milton  Gilbert,  task  force 
iir,  said  the  group  had  not  finished  its 
rk  but  had  determined  that  "an  effec- 
e  clergy  person  in  the  North  Carolina 
nference  is  centered  in  Christ  and 
nonstrates  strengths  in  pastoring, 
claiming,  and  leading." 
ie  used  four  overlapping  circles  in  an 
planation  of  how  pastoring,  proclaim- 
and  leading  relate  to  the  circle  that 
jrlaps  all  circles,  Centered  in  Christ. 
>ide  the  Pastoring  circle  was  service, 
ide  the  Proclaiming  circle  was  sac- 
nent,  inside  the  Leading  circle  was 
ier,  and  inside  the  Centered  in  Christ 
•cle  was  call.  Beside  each  circle  was 
1st  of  skills  to  further  explain  each 
cle  title. 

To  assist  pastors  in  obtaining  the 
ills  identified,  five  modules  with 
courses  each  are  being  developed 
rough  the  Academy  for  Leadership 
:cellence.  Listed  in  the  first  draft  of 
e  curriculum  modules  are:  Core  Pas- 
ral  Leadership  Competencies,  Under- 
uiding  Church  Fundamentals,  New 
lurch  Leadership,  Transformational 
lurch  Leadership,  and  Effective  Lay 
sadership.  Each  module  represents  120 
ntact  hours. 

Courses  within  each  module,  such  as 
/laking  Decisions  that  Make  a  Differ- 
ice"  and  "Bringing  Renewal  to  Tired 
lurch  Ministries,"  are  not  offered  in 
minaries  but  are  designed  to  comple- 
ent  divinity  school  education. 
**The  goal  is  to  obtain  funding  for  the 
cademy  modules  and  courses  outside 
je  conference  budget  so  participants 
pi  attend  with  little  or  no  charge,"  said 
t  Steve  Compton,  NC  Conference  di- 
ctor  of  congregational  development. 
Classes  for  the  Academy  are  not 
anned  to  be  based  in  a  specific  loca- 
on.  "The  best  people  anywhere  will 


BISHOP  AL  GWINN 

teach  the  courses,"  Dr.  Compton  said. 

Dr.  Gilbert  said  three  sub  committees 
of  the  clergy  effectiveness  task  force  are 
addressing  clergy  entering  the  ministry, 
when  intervention  is  needed,  and  when 
an  exiting  strategy  becomes  apparent. 
CCT  members  offered  suggestions  for 
consideration  by  the  task  force. 

When  talking  about  the  work  of  the 
healthy  congregations  task  force,  the 
Rev.  Allen  Bingham  said  the  group  had 
been  looking  at  similar  work  in  con- 
ferences and  the  General  Church.  He 
distributed  the  Healthy  Church  Assess- 
ment Tool  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  CCT  members  discussed 
the  document  in  small  groups  and  of- 
fered suggestions. 

In  financial  leadership,  Bishop  Gwinn 
cautioned  that  "institutions  tend  to 
protect  themselves."  He  said  the  "con- 
ference is  not  the  mother  church  in 
confrontation  with  sons  and  daughter 
churches.  We  help  ministry  happen,  we 
don't  do  ministry" 

He  cited  the  unfunded  liability  for 
clergy  pensions  as  an  example  of  a  bud- 
get item  that  is  "locked  up."  "The  benev- 
olent system  is  not  the  only  way  we  can 
work.  Be  creative,"  he  said.  "Our  col- 
leges would  rather  have  more  students 
and  our  camps  would  rather  have  more 
summer  campers  than  a  set  amount  in 
the  budget." 

"Lets  not  try  to  build  the  2008  budget 
like  we  did  last  year."  he  said,  suggest- 
ing each  committee  or  group  should 
start  with  a  zero-based  budget  and  in- 
clude only  what  is  needed  rather  than 
adding  a  larger  request  to  the  previous 
budget. 

The  Legacy  Partnership,  which  in- 
cludes conference  related  institutions 
such  as  The  Methodist  Foundation,  col- 
leges and  camps,  was  introduced  as  a 
way  for  the  institutions  and  churches  to 
work  together  in  ministry. 

Several  of  the  institutions  have  exper- 
tise in  endowment  building  and  planned 


Discussing  the  Task  Force  on  Clergy  Effectiveness  are  (left  to 
right)  Harry  Miller,  Paul  Leeland,  and  Milton  Gilbert 


giving.  The  partnership  would  work 
with  churches  to  promote  planned  giv- 
ing and  endowment  building. 

"People  have  not  thought  about  the 
assets  they  have.There  is  more  power 
with  us  working  together  rather  than 
separately"  said  Dr.  Bill  Nelson,  vice 
president  of  development  at  NC  Wes- 
leyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount.  More 
details  on  the  partnership  will  be  avail- 
able later. 

While  talking  about  vision  casting, 
Bishop  Gwinn  said  that  if  the  NC  Con- 
ference is  "to  get  at  disciple  making  it 
has  to  have  healthy  congregations  and 
effective  leaders." 


"I  am  excited  about  where  we  are  and 
it  is  OK  to  be  frustrated,"  he  said,  point- 
ing out  that  God  may  "turn  the  boat  up- 
side down"  as  this  "new  thing"  is  done 
by  God  in  churches. 

He  cautioned  that  acting  on  "the  im- 
mediate" will  "take  us  back  and  eat  up 
the  important."  Referring  to  the  CCT 
mission  statement  he  explained  that 
having  "healthy  congregations  and  ef- 
fective leaders  in  every  place  making 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  trans- 
formation of  the  world"  is  the  impor- 
tant but  there  will  always  be  something 
immediate.  He  urged  CCT  members  to 
always  return  to  the  important. 
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Is  the  Multiplex  Church  in  your  future? 


By  Dr.  Steve  Compton 
NC  Conference  Director  of  Congre- 
gational Development 

Growing  up  in  the  town  of  Graham  in 
Alamance  County,  I  had  but  one  choice 
when  it  came  to  movies.  There  was  one 
theater  on  Main  Street  and  it  showed 
one  movie  at  a  time.  Today,  many 
movie  theaters  have  more  than  a  dozen 
screens  showing  multiple  movies,  all  at 
the  same  time.  These  cinema  sites  are 
referred  to  as  multiplex  theaters.  This 
concept  for  movie  presentation  works 
because  people  prefer  different  kinds  of 
movies  and  given  choices,  more  people 
overall  attend  movies  than  would  attend 
if  only  one  movie  at  a  time  were  offered 
for  viewing. 

Likewise,  in  recent  years  it  has  been 
recognized  that  people  like  churches 
which  offer  them  choices.  Churches  of- 
fering more  than  one  worship  service 
each  week,  or  more  opportunities  than 
Sunday  School  alone  for  Christian  edu- 
cation, or  multiple  outlets  for  mission 
and  community  service,  or  options  for 
Bible  Study  or  small  group  ministry 
tend  to  have  many  more  active  partici- 
pants than  churches  offering  one  way  or 
time  to  do  these  things.  It  seems  likely 
that  people  in  the  U.  S.  will  increasingly 
want  the  freedom  to  choose  activities 
which  best  meet  their  needs  and  which 
are  most  suited  to  their  lifestyles  and 
schedules.  If  the  Church  is  interested 
in  making  its  ministries  available  to  the 
greatest  number  of  people  and  people 
who  represent  the  growing  diversity 
within  our  population,  perhaps  it  needs 
to  consider  applying  the  multiplex  the- 
ater concept  to  its  own  organization, 
making  it  a  multiplex  church. 

A  multiplex  church  may  offer  2-5  wor- 
ship services  each  week.  Attendance  at 
each  service  may  be  small  or  modest  in 
size,  but  collectively  more  people  may 
be  involved  in  worship  than  ever  before. 
A  multiplex  church  may  offer  Sunday 
School,  Disciple  Bible  Study,  covenant 
discipleship  groups.  Logos,  Christian 
book  studies,  and  interactive  Internet 
study  courses  each  week  to  satisfy  the 
needs  for  Christian  education  and  dis- 
cipleship training.  A  multiplex  church 
may  offer  several  fellowship  activities 
each  week  including  a  midweek  supper, 
coffee  and  doughnuts  between  Sunday 
activities,  home  dinner  groups,  and  oc- 
casional picnics  and  lunches  on  Satur- 
days or  Sundays.  Multiplex  churches, 
by  offering  a  variety  of  opportunities 
and  a  choice  of  times  for  participation 
can  show  their  community^  residents 
that  they  understand  the  complicated 
nature  of  their  work  and  family  life 


schedules.  Every  option  offered  is  an- 
other door  opened  to  unchurched  peo- 
ple and  church  members  alike. 

Multiplex  churches  can  demonstrate 
good  stewardship  of  facilities  by  build- 
ing small  to  mid-sized  spaces  which  are 
used  multiple  times  each  week.  Exist- 
ing small  membership  churches,  whose 
buildings  are  modest  in  size,  mav  use 


the  multiplex  concept  to  increase  their 
ministries  and  participation  in  church 
activities  without  adding  any  space  at 
all.  The  multiplex  approach  to  minis- 
try activity  removes  the  "we  don't  have 
enough  space"  excuse. 

The  19th  century  church  adapted  to 
the  lifestyle  of  farm  families  in  rural 
communities.  The  20th  century  church 


adapted  to  the  lifestyle  of  growing 
ban  and  suburban  communities.  H 
21st  century  church  is  being  challer 
to  adapt  once  again  to  significant  chaj 
es  in  society.  Perhaps  the  multip| 
church  will  satisfy  the  requirements  I 
a  church  that  carries  the  gospel  of  JesiJ 
Christ  to  a  busy,  complex  world  full  J 
faith-seeking  people. 


WNCC  Congregational  Development 

Prayerful  approach  to  strategic  planning 


By  Dr.  Nancy  B.  Rankin 
WNC  Conference  Director  of  Con- 
gregational Development  and  Wit- 
ness Ministries 

Secular  texts  on  strategic  planning 
emphasize  the  need  for  organizations  to 
be  clear  about  their  vision  and  mission. 
In  other  words,  they  must  know  where 
they  want  to  go  and  then  develop  strate- 
gies for  how  to  get  there.  Great  leaders 
of  such  organizations  claim  and  articu- 
late the  vision  for  then*  organization  out 
of  their  own  deep  passion  and  commit- 
ment to  seeing  the  vision  fulfilled.  In 
Jim  Collins's  book,  Good  to  Great  such 
leaders  are  willing  to  be  self-sacrificing 
for  the  good  the  organization  they  lead. 
And  they  love  their  organization  and 
its  people. 

In  the  Church  we  believe  that  the  vi- 
sion for  our  work  and  ministries  comes 
to  us  from  God.  We  have  scriptural 
texts  that  define  our  vision  and  mis- 
sion. Foundational  are  what  we  refer  to 
as  "The  Great  Commission,"  and  "The 
Great  Commandment." 

"Go  therefore  and  make  disciples  of 
all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to  obey 
everything  that  I  have  commanded  you. 
And  remember,  I  am  with  you  always, 
to  the  end  of  the  age."  (Matthew  28: 19- 
20) 

"He  said  to  him,  'You  shall  love  the 
Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart  and 
with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your 
mind.  This  is  the  greatest  and  first 
commandment.  And  a  second  is  like  it: 
'you  shall  love  your  neighbor  as  your- 
self." (Matthew  22:37-39) 

And  God  still  speaks  to  us.  Church 
leaders  who  embark  upon  the  process 
of  strategic  planning  can  take  great 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
alone.  God  expects  to  accompany  us  in 
our  strategic  planning  processes.  We 
access  His  presence  through  scripture 
and  prayer.  So  if  you  have  been  asked 
to  chair  a  strategic  planning  process  for 
your  church  or  have  been  invited  in  to 
that  journey  in  some  way,  begin  with 
a  prayer  of  thanksgiving  for  such  an 


awesome  adventure.  Imagine  yourself 
beside  Moses,  invited  by  God  to  go  up  on 
the  mountain  for  a  glimpse  over  into  the 
Promised  Land.  Open  yourself  to  the 
wonder  of  God,  active  in  our  human  af- 
fairs, about  to  do  something  new  among 
us.  As  the  prophet,  Isaiah,  proclaimed, 
"  I  am  about  to  do  a  new  thing;  now  it 
springs  forth,  do  you  not  perceive  it?  I 
will  make  a  way  in  the  wilderness  and 
rivers  in  the  desert."  (Isaiah  43:19). 

Pastors  must  pray  to  God  to  reveal  His 
vision  for  them  and  their  church  for  this 
particular  time  and  place  in  history  We 
know  we  are  called  to  make  disciples 
and  to  love  our  neighbors  but  unless  we 
bring  specificity  and  passion  to  those 
words  they  lie  meaningless  on  our  cof- 
fee tables.  Remember  the  rhythm  of  Je- 
sus when  he  regularly  withdrew  to  pray 
to  God  for  direction  and  understanding. 
Pastors  leading  churches  through  stra- 
tegic planning  processes  must  begin  in 
a  season  of  private  prayer  to  God  for 
clarity  of  the  vision  and  for  the  wisdom 
to  help  their  lay  leaders  define  their  mis- 
sion strategies.  Pastors  and  lay  leaders 
must  approach  this  process  not  as  a  cal- 
endaring event  whereby  they  are  merely 
scheduling  ahead  for  the  programs  and 
ministries  they  have  always  done.  It  is  a 
time  for  an  honest  evaluation  of  where 
their  church  is  and  where  it  should  be 
in  order  to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission 
and  the  Great  Commandment  of  our 
Christ. 

Secular  organizations  assess  their  en- 
vironments in  their  strategic  planning 
processes.  For  the  church  we  must  ask 
the  question,  "Who  is  my  neighbor?" 
And  we  must  remember  Christ's  words 
about  the  righteous  who  would  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  them:  "for 
I  was  hungry  and  you  gave  me  food,  I 
was  thirsty  and  you  gave  me  something 
to  drink,  I  was  a  stranger  and  you  wel- 
comed me,  I  was  naked  and  you  gave  me 
clothing,  I  was  sick  and  you  took  care  of 
me,  I  was  in  prison  and  you  visited  me." 
(Matthew  25:35-36)  "Truly  I  tell  you,  just 
as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these 
who  are  members  of  my  family,  you  did 
it  to  me."  (Matthew  25:40).    We  must 


ii 


make  a  thorough  study  of  demograpl1  ^ 
information  about  our  parish  area  a  W 
today's  world  that  can  include  a  twel  j 
mile  radius  of  our  church  building. 

In  the  Percept  demographic  data 
can  access  for  our  Annual  Conferenl 
there  are  questions  asked  by  the  cens 
takers  in  the  "First  View,"  report  tl 
give  us  good  information  for  our  praye: 
As  an  example  in  one  report  under  t 
question,  "Which  household  concer 
are  unusually  high  in  the  area?"  t 
answer  was,  "Finding  a  good  churc 
finding  spiritual  teaching,  problems 
schools,  teen/child  problems,  day-to-d 
financial  worries,  and  adequate  foot 
Approaching  this  answer  from  a  stan 
of  prayer  one  could  begin  by  givhj 
thanks  that  people  in  their  parish  ar 
are  looking  for  a  good  church  and  th 
what  they  want  from  a  good  church 
spiritual  teaching.  But  our  prayers  a 
also  becomes  prayers  for  discernment . 
we  acknowledge  that  in  this  parish  the 
are  problems  in  their  schools  and  wi 
teenagers  and  children.  This  is  an  an 
where  people  worry  about  their  dai 
financial  needs  and  even  about  havii 
enough  food.  This  is  where  we  can  esplCC1 
cially  ask  God  to  reveal  what  He  migliato 
be  calling  us  to  do  and  where  to  serve :  ft 
addressing  such  problems.  How  miglf  N 
our  congregation  provide  hope  and  sefc 
vices  to  our  parish  that  speaks  direct^ 
to  the  people  in  our  parish?  i 

Some  critical  questions  for  church  Jpn 
to  ask  in  strategic  planning  are:  fed 

"What  is  God  calling  us  to  be  and  i»t 
do?"  k\ 

"Where  are  the  signs  around  us  th% 
God  might  be  leading  us  to  see?"  ffo 

"What  are  the  needs  of  others  in  oiio? 
parish  area?"  Ja 

"What  people  in  our  parish  area  ami! 
not  represented  in  our  congregation?"  jai 

"Are  we  willing  to  trust  God  to  provide  [ 
for  us  what  we  will  need  to  fulfill  His  v  :rm 
sion?"  k  ( 

EDITOR'S  NOTE  h 

For  the  complete  article,  go  to  wwiIr 
wnccumc.org,  select  "ministries  listin  $ 
on  the  left  and  then  "Congregational  D  i 
velopment. " 
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24  attend  annual  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska 


Karen  Wilkerson 
HCCUMW  Communications  Coordi- 
ii!  tor 

to  foe  32nd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  West- 
Wpi  North  Carolina  Conference  United 
nsfthodist  Women  was  held  Septem- 
9-11,  2005  at  the  Lake  Junaluska 
sembly  Grounds.  There  were  724  in 
aidance  and  the  Marion  District 
ited  Methodist  Women  hosted  the 
mt. 

."he  theme  for  2005  was  "A  Portrait 
the  Future."  Last  year  we  celebrated 
years  of  women  in  mission.  We 
ted  to  look  to  our  future  as  United 
)althodist  Women  and  discern  God's 


will  in  our  lives  as  we  continue  to 
work  and  make  the  world  a  better 
place  for  women,  children  and  youth 
around  the  world. 

The  program  committee  was  composed 
of  Lynne  Gilbert,  chairperson,  Mary 
Kizer,  Carolyn  Kiker,  Amy  Johnson, 


Kris  Peurifoy  Polly  Pearson,  Angela 
White,  Sherry  Sink,  Bettie  Sharpe 
Rowe,  Karen  Wilkerson,  Virginia 
Robinson,  Ann  Aldridge,  Sara  Williams, 
Dixie  Tyson  and  Rev.  Mark  Barden. 

Program  participants  include:  the 
Rev.  Alec  Alvord  (Sunday  school),  the 


Annual  Report  Book  dedicated  to  Johnson 


orth  Carolina  Conference  United  Methodist  Women 


JMW  'Come  to  the  Potter-for  molding 


AMY  JOHNSON 


By  Karen  Wilkerson 
WNCC  UMW  Communications  Coor- 
dinator 

The  dedication  of  the  Annual  Report 
Book  for  2005  was  held  on  Saturday,  Sep- 
tember 10th  during  the  evening  session 
of  the  32nd  Annual  Meeting  of  the  West- 
ern North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  at  Lake  Junaluska. 
One  of  the  criteria  to  receive  this  honor 
is  that  the  recipient  must  have  served 
in  the  UMW  on  the  local,  district  and 
conference  level. 

This  year's  recipient  was  Amy  John- 
son .  Amy  is  currently  serving  her  fourth 
year  as  conference  treasurer.  She  has 
served  in  every  office,  some  more  than 
once,  in  her  local  unit.  She  has  com- 
pleted her  tenure  on  the  district  level  by 
serving  the  UMW  of  the  Winston  Salem 
District  and  will  continue  to  serve  in  a 
different  conference  office  when  her 

4th  year  as  conference  treasurer  is 
over.  She  has  a  great  understanding 
of  the  United  Methodist  Women  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  She  has 


a  special  ability  to  deal  with  all  situa- 
tions that  come  her  way,  by  listening 
to  all  that  is  said  and  working  through 
the  situation  with  others.  She  and  other 
members  of  her  family  are  very  active 
in  their  community  by  being  involved  in 
their  local  volunteer  fire  department. 

Amy  was  presented  a  $1,000.00  Spe- 
cial Mission  Recognition  Pin  by  the 
WNCC  United  Methodist  Women.  She 
lives  in  Tobaccoville  with  her  husband 
Paul.  Paul,  her  daughter  and  son-in-law, 
mother  and  father  surprised  her  by  be- 
ing there  to  see  her  receive  this  honor. 

It  was  said,  "Amy  is  a  good  role  mod- 
el as  one  who  truly  lives  out  the  UMW 
PURPOSE,  setting  an  example  for  oth- 
ers to  follow  as  faithful  servants  of 
Jesus  Christ,  serving  His  church  and 
His  people  while  letting  His  love  shine 
through  in  all  that  she  says,  as  well  as  in 
all  that  she  does." 

The  members  of  this  year's  dedica- 
tion committee  were  Brenda  Alexander, 
Vickie  Boyd,  Polly  Pearson,  Barbara 
Stoker  and  Virginia  Robinson,  chair. 


ii  v  Barbara  Smith 

I CCUMW  Communications  Coordi- 
gitor 

The  Thirty  Third  Annual  Meeting 
North  Carolina  Conference  United 
sdethodist  Women  was  held  at  Method- 
i  t  College  in  Fayetteville  on  October 

^President  Jimmie  Shuler  of  the  Eliz- 
eth  City  District  presided  over  the 
ieeting  and  Brenda  Brown,  vice  presi- 
nt,  was  program  chairperson.  The 

lijeme  for  2005,  "Come  to  the  Potter  -  for 
olding"  was  incorporated  into  the 
■ogram  throughout  the  day 
Jan  McKenrick  of  Westminster  UMC 

$  Kinston  opened  and  closed  the  pro- 
:am  with  a  liturgical  dance  to  "Come 

i  >  the  Potter",  a  song  written  by  Cath- 

rine  Ritch  Guess.  Potter  Gaylene 
'.  Garner  of  Robbins  was  on  stage 
iroughout  the  day  making  various 

i  ems.  Her  pottery  items  were  used  as 
scorations  for  the  stage. 
Bishop  Al  Gwinn  brought  greetings 
id  presided  during  the  celebration  of 


Holy  Communion  with  the  assistance 
of  Wilmington  District  Superintendent 
Woody  Wells  and  the  Rev.  Lynn  Wall 
who  brought  the  morning  message.  The 
Wilmington  District  UMW  under  the  di- 
rection of  their  president  Carolyn  Han- 
kins  served  as  hostesses  for  the  event. 

Special  music  was  presented  by  Paula 
Greene  of  Wilmington  and  Linda  Metz, 
Flutist,  of  Cary. 

The  2004  Book  of  Reports  was  dedi- 
cated to  Jill  Smith  of  the  New  Bern  Dis- 
trict. Jill  is  a  past  conference  secretary 
and  also  served  as  New  Bern  district 
president.  She  has  been  active  in  her  lo- 
cal church  unit  as  well. 

Jackie  Wenberg,  Education  and  Inter- 
pretation Coordinator,  and  representa- 
tives from  the  twelve  districts  partici- 
pated in  the  candle  burning  service  in 
which  over  $42,000  was  given  to  mis- 
sions around  the  world. 

Kathryn  Self,  Spiritual  Growth  Coor- 
dinator, led  the  remembrance  service. 

Linda  Harris  and  Linda  Metz  opened 
the  worship  service  by  presenting  "The 


Creation"  by  James  Weldon  Johnson. 

During  the  business  session  Emily 
limes,  director,  brought  greetings  from 
the  Women's  Division. 

Criss  Allen,  treasurer,  presented  the 
proposed  budget  for  2006  which  includes 
pledge  to  missions  of  $438,000.  The  bud- 
get was  adopted  as  presented.  A  love 
offering  of  over  $2,000  was  given  to  be 
used  for  undesignated  giving. 

Juanita  Staples,  chairperson  of  the 
nominating  committee,  presented  the 
slate  of  officers  for  2006.  Mrs.  Joyce 
Gwinn  installed  the  following  officers: 
Jimmie  Shuler,  president;  Brenda 
Brown,  vice  president;  Ann  Davis,  sec- 
retary; and  Penny  Johnson,  treasurer. 

Mission  coordinators  elected  were: 
Kathryn  Self,  Spiritual  Growth;  Patti 
Stricklin,  Membership,  Nurture  and 
Outreach;  Annette  Wright,  Social  Ac- 
tion; Jackie  Wenberg,  Education  and  In- 
terpretation; Marjorie  Brown,  secretary 
of  Program  Resources;  Theresa  Hodges, 
chairperson  of  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions; and  Barbara  Smith,  Communica- 


Rev.  Mark  Barden  (Director  of  Mis- 
sions and  Outreach,  WNC  Conference), 
Ariel  Collins  (mission  speaker).  Dr. 
Jan  Love  (keynote  speaker  and  Deputy 
General  Secretary  of  Women's  Divi- 
sion), Bishop  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey 
(Resident  Bishop,  WNC  Conference  , 
Margaret  McCleskey  (installation  of 
officers),  Susan  McCurry  (music  lead- 
er), the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Roach  (District 
Superintendent,  Marion  District),  Vir- 
ginia Robinson  (singing  at  the  cross) 
and  the  Rev.  John-Palmer  Smith  (organ- 
ist). 

Dr.  Jan  Love  presented  the  Friday 
night  message,  "When  your  children  ask 
you  in  time  to  come..."  and  the  Sun- 
day morning  Sermon  "Find  Us 
Faithful." 

Highlights  of  this  year's  meeting  in- 
cluded: the  Funny  Business,  a  visit  to 
the  UMW  Art  Gallery  the  Mission 
Session  and  Message,  "Ordinary 
People... Extraordinary  Times",  the 
Mission  Fair,  "Making  Our  Purpose 
Come  Alive  Through  Mission  Today!", 
and  the  Memorial  Service.  "Portraits 
of  Light." 

The  2005  Love  Offering  was  in  hon- 
or of  "All  Retired  and  Active  Mission 
Personnel  Related  to  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference."  As  of 
September  22nd,  a  total  of  $22,777 
has  been  received.  Gifts  to  the  Love 
Offering  will  continue  to  be  received 
through  December  31,  2005. 


JILL  SMITH 

tions  Coordinator. 

Members  of  the  committee  on  nomi- 
nations include  Emma  Bass,  Isobel  Bee- 
be,  JoAnn  Barbour,  Phyllis  Madison, 
Dora  Ann  Maness,  Alice  Meador  and 
Glenda  McRae. 

In  a  skit  written  by  Beth  Frazier, 
Brenda  Brown  as  "Mrs.  Clemie"  and 
conference  officers  presented  the  vari- 
ous reports  for  2005. 

The  meeting  was  concluded  with  the 
president's  message  by  Jimmie  Shuler. 
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Outside  the  Box 


Heavenly  Rides  brings  classic  cars  to  churrt 


What  does  a  town  with  a  decreasing 
population  and  declining  economy 
have  to  do  with  classic  cars  and  worship 
attendance? 

Tabernacle  UMC  in  Robbins  has  the 
answer  and  it  began  with  the  pastor, 
Michael  N.  Nelson,  telling  the  congrega- 
tion that  "there  are  still  people  here  who 
do  not  know  the  Lord."  Marty  Moore,  a 
church  member,  took  the  statement  to 
heart  and  "Heavenly  Rides"  was  born. 

He  knew  there  were  men  in  the  com- 
munity who  loved  cars  and  a  few  of 
them  attended  church.   He  also  knew 


Grants  available  for 
older  adult  ministries, 
up  to  $2,500 

The  United  Methodist  Commit- 
tee on  Older  Adult  Ministries 
has  limited  funding  for  grants 
available  in  older  adult  minis- 
try. 

The  grants  are  to  assist  United 
Methodist  congregations,  dis- 
tricts, and  annual  conferences 
(including  UM-related  institu- 
tions such  as  nursing  homes, 
etc.)  in  developing  and  imple- 
menting older  adult  ministries. 

Grant  applications  must  be 
submitted  on  or  before  January 
15,  2006  for  grant  year  2006.  The 
maximum  amount  of  any  single 
grant  awarded  is  up  to  $2,500. 

For  additional  infor- 
mation and  a  grant  ap- 
plication, please  contact: 
Teri  Kline,  Center  on  Aging  & 
Older  Adult  Ministries,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  PO  Box 
340003,  Nashville,  TN  37203-0003, 
call  1-877-899-2780  extension  7177, 
or  Fax:  615-340-7071 


©HURCH 

■  OUTLET 

Church  Furnishings  &  Supplies 
At  Discount  Prices 

800-736-3113 

www.churchoutlet.com 


his  pastor  had  a  muscle  car  collection. 
To  him,  this  meant  the  community  men 
and  the  pastor  had  a  common  interest. 

Moore's  idea  was  to  have  Tabernacle 
UMC  host  a  classic  car  show  to  attract 
the  men  and  their  families.  The  church 
and  Rev.  Nelson  liked  the  idea.  The 
only  problem  Mr.  Moore  saw  was  "there 
is  no  reason  to  do  this  unless  the  people 
come  to  church  to  hear  the  Word." 

So,  the  congregation  decided  to  hold 
"Heavenly  Rides,"  a  classic  car  show 
on  Sunday  morning.  Admission  was 
free  with  attendance  at  worship.  Rev. 
Nelson  suggested  that  the  congregation 
vote  on  the  car  they  liked  the  best  and 
present  a  trophy.  Lunch,  for  a  donation, 
would  be  provided  by  the  UMYF. 

"This  was  not  about  cars,  although 
it  used  cars.  It  was  about  opening  the 
doors  of  the  church  to  welcome  people 
so  they  could  hear  the  Gospel,"  Moore 
said.  "If  we  reached  just  one  soul  then 
'Heavenly  Rides'  would  be  worth  it." 

The  cars  started  rolling  in  before  10 
am  on  Sunday,  November  6.  Worship 
attendance  which  was  usually  around 
80  more  than  doubled.  The  service  was 
welcoming  and  upbeat  and  the  music 
lively. 

Final  results  of  this  new  outreach  are 
not  known  but  short-term  results  were 
amazing.    Attendance  doubled,  some 


The  Rev.  Michael  Nelson  (right)  stands  beside  the  couple  with  the  car  se- 
lected by  Tabernacle  UMC  to  be  the  most  favorite  entry  in  "Heavenly  Rides  mL 
classic  car  show. 


residents  who  stopped  attending  wor- 
ship have  returned,  some  residents  who 
never  attended  are  there  each  Sunday, 
and  the  UMYF  raised  enough  money  for 
the  group  to  attend  Pilgrimage  without 
any  out-of-pocket  cost. 

"That  was  good  church,"  one  of  the 
members  said.  Other  members  are  say- 
ing the  church  can  live  even  though 
population  and  the  economy  in  the  sur- 


rounding community  are  in  declin 
Members  are  considering  new  ways  1 
"invite  a  friend"  with  a  theme. 

Does  your  congregation  have  an  "ou, 
side-the-box" experience?  Send  the  infa 
mation  to  Bill  Norton,  bnorton@nccunu 
org  or  call  1-800-849-4433.  Your  churA 
experience  may  be  selected  for  public* 
tion. 


Hi 


Now  accepting  applications  for: 

Robert  W.  Woodruff 

FeUowships 

in  Theology  and  Ministry 
Full  tuition  and  fees  plus  stipend 

United  Methodist 

Scholarships 

Full  tuition, 
some  including  stipend 

Incoming  Master  of  Divinity  students,  especially  United  Methodists, 

are  encouraged  to  apply. 

Application  deadline  for  the  Woodruff  Fellowships  is  February  1 . 

Application  review  for  all  other  scholarships  begins  on  March  1. 

http://candler.emory.edu/ADMISSIONS/  CANDLER  EMORY 

ftnancialAid.html  school  of 

candler@emory.edu  THEOLOGY 
404.727.6326 
Atlanta,  Georgia 


DUCATING 


FAITHFUL 


CREATIVE 


LEADERS 


Itt 


isi 


church's 
Ministries 


N  THE 


WORLD  . 


Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
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Training  conferences  offer  resources,  info 


The  District  Leadership  Conference 
Is  an  event  held  each  year  in  each  of  the 
4  districts  of  the  Western  North  Ca- 
jjolina  Conference  to  provide  training 
nd  resources  for  local  church  leaders, 
lorae  districts  will  conduct  a  series  of 
vents  throughout  the  year.  In  2006 
listricts  will  offer  varied  and  creative 
rainings  centered  on  the  conference  vi- 
ion  -  "Follow  Jesus,  Make  Disciples, 
Transform  the  World.''  For  specifics 
>n  each  District  Leadership  Conferen- 
e,  call  the  appropriate  district  office, 
detailed  information  about  the  DLC's 
vill  be  posted  on  the  WNCC  website 
s  >y  the  end  of  November.  Log  on  for 
*  vorkshop  offerings,  presenters  and 
nore,  www.wnccumc.org. 


District 

Albemarle 

Asheville 

Charlotte 

Gastonia 

Greensboro 

High  Point 

Lexington 

Marion 

Northeast 

Northeast 

North  Wilkesboro 

Salisbury 

Statesville 

Call  office  for  details 

Waynesville 

Winston-Salem 


Location  Date  Time 

Central  UMC,  Monroe  Jan.  29  2:30  -  5 

call  the  Asheville  District  Office  for  details  (828-254-8564) 


Hickory  Grove  UMC  Feb.  19 

First  UMC  Jan.  8 

Christ  UMC  Jan.  29 
call  the  High  Point  District  Office  for  details 

Tyro  UMC  Jan.  22 

First  UMC  Jan.  29 

Leaksville,  Eden  Jan.  8 

Central  UMC,  Mt.  Airy  Jan.  1 5 

First  UMC  Feb.  26 

First  UMC  Jan.  22 
Will  conduct  quarterly  trainings  in  lieu  of  one  DLC 
(704-873-6162) 
Conducted  on  Nov.  19 

New  Hope  UMC  Jan.  21 


2:00  -  5 
2:30-5 
2:30-5 
(336-861-5517) 
2:30  -  5 
2:00  -  6 
2:00  -  5 
2:00  -  5 
2:30-5 
2:00  -  4 


00  pm 

00  pm 
00  pm 
00  pm 

30  pm 
00  pm 
00  pm 
00  pm 
00  pm 
30  pm 


9:00  am -3:30  pm 


NC  Conference  January 
district  leadership  training 

District  Leadership  Training  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  began  in  many 
3f  the  12  districts  in  November.  By  the  end  of  January  2006,  all  districts  will  have 
held  training.  Historically  the  training  was  called  January  Workshops  since  all 
listricts  held  classes  in  January.  Seven  districts  completed  leadership  training  in 
Slovember:  Elizabeth  City,  Durham,  Goldsboro,  Greenville,  Raleigh,  Rocky  Mount, 
md  Sanford.  Both  Durham  and  Rocky  Mount  Districts  held  their  training  on  No- 
vember 20.  If  you  have  questions  about  specific  offerings,  call  the  appropriate  dis- 
xict  office.  Telephone  numbers  are  available  at  http://www.nccumc.org/directory. 
itm.  Here  are  the  NC  Conference  districts  holding  training  in  January. 


District 

Location 

Date 

Time 

Burlington 

First  UMC,  Graham 

Sunday,  January  22 

3-5:30  pm 

Fayetteville 

Hay  Street,  Fayetteville 

Sunday,  January  22 

begins  2:45  pm 

New  Bern 

Centenary  New  Bern 

Sunday,  January  15 

3-5  pm 

Rockingham 

First,  Laurinburg 

S  unday,  January  8 

3-5  pm 

Wilmington 

Grace  UMC,  Wilmington  Sunday,  January  29 

3-5:30  pm 

I  IN  ED  GLAM  STUDIOS,  INC. 

8TATES  VI LLE ,  NC 
1-800-820-1292 

www.law88tcdnedglas8.com. 


J>J> 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 

For  Churches  since  1961, 
Sound  « CCTV  •  Projectors 

Free  Ctusulution  —  Yeur  She  Or  Ours 


TRI-TROIMICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Woifc" 

lillirtgmn,  h4orth  Carolina 
(800)989-3204  or  (910)893-4183 


CAlpk. 
(hriitian 
<yJour^ 


Our  Christmas 
Praijer 


May  we  seek  new  life 

like  the  wise  ones  of  old. 
May  we  hear  anew  the  joy-filled  message 

of  the  angels. 
May  we  ponder  with  Mary 

the  earthly  visit  by  The  Divine. 
May  our  lives  be  so  transformed 

by  our  visit  to  the  manger... 
That  every  life  we  touch 

will  also  know  of 

God's  great  gift 

to  all  people. 

Join  us  in  the  Land  of  the  Bible  in  2006! 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place    Raleigh,  NC  27609 
(919)783-8714    (88S)391-ACTS    (919)783-8747  fox 
E-Mail:  Alphgb@juno.com       Weh  Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  to  Travel  with  Someone  You  Can 
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Connections 


A  *&rr  wrt  U>r  the  JMJJ  d  blrf 
ic  wk  cmnitiim  in  tk  spirit  ~ 
vtlh  God  dsi  csA  tike?  -~  m  U 


Older  Adult  Ministries 


A  Day  Apart  for  the  Young  at  Heart 

Choose  the  day  that  works  for  you: 

Tuesday,  May  23  or  Thursday,  May  25 
9  a.m. -3  p.m. 

Older  Adult  Leader  Training 

Wednesday,  May  24 

h  lor  d«w  md  l**y  leaden  ol  OMer  AdJt  Mm**** 

ted  by  I Jr  Kick  <jMbl«<  trum  tfw  General  Board  « ;t  OtuptMihf) 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER: 

Or.  F.  Button  Joyner,  Jr. 

Retired  clergy,  author,  and  lecturer 


Btstoap  Laorrmce  McOesftey 


WEST  MARKET  STREET  UMC 
GREENSBORO,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

Each  Day  Apart  will  include  a  worship  service  led  by  either 
Bishop  At  Gwfem  or  Bishop  Lawrence  McOeskey,  a  presen- 
tation by  Dr.  Richard  Gentzter  and  an  afternoon  talk  by  Or.  f. 
Daftan  Joyrwr,  Jr.  Mawic  of  the  day  wfll  be  provided  by  the 
music  staff  of  West  Market  Street  United  Methodist  Church. 
lh&  cost  to  attend  one  of  the  days  apart  «  $12.00  which 
includes  lunch  provided  at  the  church.  We  encourage  you 
to  organize  and  register  early  Parking  wiB  be  available  for 
church  wans  and  busts. 

Contact  ptWWMMB 


org 


R&v.  Dan  Joti<?s 

"252-237-6121  daojooes#ncc 
or 

Lama  BaBey*  Conference  Staff 


Mary  Robinson*  Conference  Staff 
80Q-5S2-7329  ext.  141  mrob*nson@wnccurr«c.Qrg 


Bishop  Alfred  W  Gwinn 
Raleigh  Area 


WHAT  DO  OLDER  ADULTS  WANT  in 
A  CtWRCH?t 

*  They  want  a  church  that  helps  them  deepen  theft 
relationship  with  God. 

*  They  want  a  church  that  provides  the  freedom  for 
them  to  seek,  doubt  and  ask  questions  related  to  a 
growing  faith 

*  They  want  a  church  that  provides  opportunities  for 
them  to  be  in  relationship  with  others,  including  chil- 
dren, youth  and  adults  of  all  ages. 

*  They  want  a  church  where  the  Word  of  God  is  pro- 
claimed with  clarity,  assurance,  and  love. 

They  want  a  church  that  honestly  wrestles  with  the 
tough  issues  of  life  and  death. 

*  They  want  a  church  that  provides  older  adults  with 
the  opportunity  to  team  and  serve. 

*  They  want  a  church  that  values  the  wisdom,  experi- 
ence, and  faith  of  older  adults 

*  They  want  a  church  that  encourages  the  faith 
devetopment  of  older  adults. 

*  They  want  a  church  that  equips  older  adults  for  liv- 
ing as  faithful  Christians. 

*  They  want  a  church  that  is  accessible  and  free  of 


Special  Training  for  Laity  and  Clergy  working  with  Older  Adult 
Ministries  -  May  24.  2005 
Come  and  hear  Richard  Gentzler.  Director  of  the  Center  on  Aging  and 

Older-Adult  Ministries 
General  Board  of  Discipleship 
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Bishop's  Scouting  Dinners  reach  130  churches 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  set 
new  record  for  Bishop's  Dinners  for 
outing  when  331  pastors  and  leaders 

130  churches  attended  one  of  three 
inners  during  a  ten-day  period  in  Oc- 
I  ber.  The  dinners  were  held  in  Raleigh, 
reenville,  and  Hampstead. 
As  the  result  of  the  three  events,  con- 
rence  churches  are  expected  to  have 

more  Girl  Scout  troops,  36  more  Cub 
out  packs,  21  new  Boy  Scout  troops, 
new  Venture  crews,  19  new  4-H  clubs 
id  five  new  Camp  Fire  USA  clubs. 
Bishop  Alfred  W.  Gwinn  Jr.  of  North 
irolina  Conference  told  the  Raleigh 
ithering  that  he  was  not  related  to 
ty  church  when  he  was  a  Boy  Scout, 
id  he  encouraged  the  assembly  to  use 
outing  as  a  way  of  reaching  the  un- 
turched.  He  praised  the  conference 
r  its  prison  ministry,  but  he  encour- 
jed  the  church  leaders  to  "quit  being 
active  and  start  being  proactive."  He 
•ged  them  to  use  scouting  as  one  way 
care  about  people  "before  they  make 
iose  horrible  mistakes." 
The  bishop  noted  that  32  percent  of 
merican  children  are  living  in  single- 
irent  homes  and  he  suggested  that 
lese  parents  need  the  church  to  help 
leir  children  become  well  balanced, 
e  said  scouting,  4-H,  and  other  youth- 
irving  programs  can  help  young  peo- 


ple "move  forward  in  a  healthy  kind  of 
way" 

In  speaking  of  the  influence  scouting 
had  on  his  life,  Bishop  Gwinn  said  "I 
learned  as  much  about  building  charac- 
ter as  I  did  building  fires.  And,  I  learned 
as  much  about  doing  good  deeds,  as  I  did 
about  doing  knots.  And,  I  learned,  like 
you,  as  much  about  healthy  relation- 
ships as  I  did  about  healthy  drinking 
water.  And,  I  learned  as  much,  like  you, 
about  appreciating  and  respecting  oth- 
ers as  I  did  about  respecting  and  appre- 
ciating nature.  The  scouting  influence 
in  my  life  was  great." 

Asked  about  the  reasons  for  the  suc- 
cessful dinners,  Dr.  Stan  Belyeu,  con- 
ference scouting  coordinator,  said  the 
planning  team  "recruited  a  stellar 
leadership  team,  established  an  unprec- 
edented partnership  with  the  BSA  and 
the  GSUSA  executed  a  unique  pastor- 
contact  campaign,  handled  numerous 
crisis  management  challenges,  and  took 
the  United  Methodist  scouting  ministry 
into  territory  that  has  never  been  seen 
before.  Our  challenge  now  is  to  expand 
and  maintain  the  momentum." 

Larry  Coppock,  national  director  of 
scouting  and  civic  youth  ministries 
for  the  General  Commission  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  praised  Belyeu  for 
the  event  and  noted  that  the  Raleigh 


John  Akerman,  chief  executive  officer  and  scout  executive  for  the  Occo- 
neechee  Council  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  in  Raleigh;  Dan  Bryson, 
chair  of  the  board  and  president  for  the  Occoneechee  Council  of  the 
BSA;  Bishop  Gwinn;  and  Jack  Nichols,  Occoneechee  Council  commis- 
sioner, (L-R)  participated  in  the  Bishop's  Scouting  Dinner  in  Raleigh. 


event  alone  had  77  churches  represent- 
ed. Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  Huntsville, 
Ala.  held  the  previous  records  with  60 
churches  represented  at  bishops'  din- 
ners in  those  two  cities  in  1998  and  2000 


respectively.  Belyeu  was  quick  to  pass 
the  praise  along  to  the  host  district 
scouting  coordinators:  Sam  Weatherly 
(Greenville),  Lorrie  Luhring  (Wilming- 
ton), and  Larry  Calhoun  (Raleigh). 


Five  new  campus  ministers  at  public  universities 


This  fall  the  State  Commission  on 
ampus  Ministry  welcomed  five  new 
anpus  ministers  at  public  university 
impuses  across  North  Carolina. 
The  State  Commission  on  Campus 
linistry  is  the  agency  of  the  North 
arolina  and  Western  North  Carolina 
onferences  that  extends  the  ministry 
f  The  United  Methodist  Church  from 
x»l  congregations  onto  state  universi- 
f  and  college  campuses.  The  Commis- 
ion  administers  apportionment  dol- 
irs  from  both  conferences  to  provide 
lis  essential  ministry  at  16  locations 
cross  the  state. 

The  Rev.  Brad  Farrington  has  been 
ppointed  as  the  new  campus  minister 
o  the  Appalachian  Wesley  Foundation, 
/hich  serves  both  Appalachian  State 
Jniversity  and  Caldwell  Community 
k>llege.  Previously,  he  was  appointed 
o  Matthews  UMC  where  he  specialized 
a  working  with  youth.  He  is  a  gradu- 
te  of  Appalachian  State  University 
nd  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Em- 
iry  University.  Rev.  Farrington  is  an 
irdained  Elder  in  the  Western  NC  An- 
lual  Conference. 

Jennifer  McSwain  has  been  appointed 
he  new  campus  minister  at  UNC-Ashe- 
ille.  Prior  to  her  move  to  Asheville 
tennifer  served  as  assistant  director  of 
he  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Minis- 
ries  with  Young  People,  and  associate 
lirector  of  SEJ  Discipleship  Ministries 


at  Lake  Junaluska  Assembly  from  Au- 
gust 1999  through  August  2005.  In  addi- 
tion to  being  a  graduate  of  Appalachian 
State  University,  she  is  studying  for  her 
Masters  of  Arts  in  Christian  Education 
at  Pfeiffer  University 

The  Rev.  Amy  Rio-Anderson  has  been 
appointed  the  new  campus  minister 
at  UNC-Greensboro.  Amy  comes  to 
Greensboro  from  Asheville  where  she 
served  as  campus  minister  at  UNCA  for 
the  past  seven  years.  Prior  to  that,  she 
served  churches  on  the  Asheville  Dis- 
trict. She  holds  a  BA  from  Greensboro 
College,  an  M.  Div.  from  Duke  Divinity 
School,  and  is  currently  enrolled  in  the 
Doctor  of  Ministry  program  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Jones  has  been  ap- 
pointed campus  minister  at  Winston- 
Salem  Wesley  Foundation,  serving  the 
campuses  of  Wake  Forest  University, 
Salem  College  and  the  North  Carolina 
School  of  the  Arts.  Larry  comes  to 
this  position  from  the  United  Method- 
ist Children's  Home  in  Winston-Salem 
where  he  served  as  chaplain  for  eigh- 
teen years. 

In  addition,  the  Rev.  Pamela  Black- 
stock  has  been  appointed  part-time 
campus  minister  at  Winston-Salem 
State  University  Pam  also  serves  a  local 
church  appointment  to  Saint  Andrews 
UMC. 


AMY  RIO-ANDERSON 


JENNIFER  MCSWAIN 


BRAD  FARRINGTON 


LARRY  JONES 
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November  Adult  Bible 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 
December  4,  2005 

Text:  Isaiah  42:l-8-"Serving  Others" 

Although  the  title  of  this  week's  lesson  is 
"Serving  Others,"  both  the  writer  of  the  stu- 
dent book  and  the  writer  of  the  teacher  book 
indicate  that  the  subject  is  really  about  "jus- 
tice." Perhaps  that  is  the  heart  of  the  matter: 
real  justice  is  in  serving  others. 

In  reading  these  verses  in  Isaiah,  note  how 
many  times  that  God  is  the  principle  actor:  "I 
uphold"  (verse  1) ...  "my  soul  delights"  (verse 
1) ...  "I  have  put  my  spirit"  (verse  1) ...  "thus 
says  god"  (verse  5) ...  "who  created"  (verse  5) 
...  "who  stretched  (the  heavens)  out"  (verse  5) 
...  "spreads  out  the  earth"  (verse  5)  ...  "give 
breath"  (verse  5)  ...  "I  have  called"  (verse 
6)  ...  "I  have  taken  you"  (verse  6) ...  "I  have 
given  you  as  a  covenant"  (verse  6).  God  takes 
the  initiative.  God  goes  first.  God  provides 
grace  for  serving.  It  is  what  those  in  the  Wes- 
leyan  tradition  call  "prevenient  grace." 

In  some  sense,  being  a  person  of  justice  is 
a  matter  then  of  trying  to  find  where  God  is 
already  at  work.  How  do  we  find  that  work  of 
God?  According  to  Isaiah,  we  need  not  look 
to  places  of  worldly  power  (v.  2);  we  need  not 
look  to  the  loudest  voice  (v.  2);  we  need  not 
look  to  the  oppressor  (v.  3).  • 

What  then  does  God's  work  for  justice  and 
service  look  like?  I  got  a  clue  a  few  weeks 
again  when  I  attended  the  memorial  service 
for  retired  Duke  professor  McMurry  Richey. 
At  that  service,  someone  described  Dr.  Richey 
as  "one  who  was  strong  enough  to  be  gentle." 
God's  work  for  j  ustice  shows  gentleness  (v.  3). 
God's  work  for  justice  shows  up  in  the  little 
things  (v.  3).  God's  work  for  justice  is  in  for 
the  long  haul  (v.  4).  God's  work  for  justice  is 
among  the  broken  and  society's  least  (v.  7). 

The  people  to  whom  Isaiah  addressed  this 
prophetic  word  were  in  exile  in  Babylon, 
hardly  the  setting  in  which  to  feel  the  ener- 
gy to  start  a  new  movement  toward  justice, 
hardly  a  place  in  which  to  feel  much  confi- 
dence about  tomorrow.  The  energy  and  the 
confidence  come  from  a  recognition  that  God 
has  already  started  working  on  such  justice 
and  had  graciously  invited  God's  People  to 
carry  the  light  (v.  6)  to  life's  dark  places. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Prophetic 
Voices  in  Contemporary  Theology  (Abing- 
don Press),  Alvin  C.  Porteous  writes  of  the 
thought  of  Reinhold  Niebuhr:  "Justice  is 
love  making  its  way  in  the  world  of  complex 
social  relationships.  It  is  (quoting  Niebuhr) 
'the  approximation  of  brotherhood  and  sis- 
terhood under  the  conditions  of  sin.'  It  is  the 
only  socially  effective  instrument  for  making 
love  relevant  to  the  needs  of  humankind's 
collective  life." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  justice,  God  of 
service,  God  of  love,  You  are  at  work  in  our 
world  to  save  Your  people..." 

December  11,  2005 

Text:  Isaiah  49:5-6;  50:4-9-"Strength  from 
God" 

These  verses  remind  us  that  everything 
in  this  Advent  season  is  not  a  happy  thing 
These  selections  from  Isaiah  speak  of  one 


who  is  beaten  (50:6),  whose  beard  is  pulled  (v. 
6),  and  who  is  insulted  and  spit  upon  (v.  6).  I 
haven't  seen  too  many  seasonal  store  decora- 
tions celebrating  these  themes! 

Suffering  is  not  usually  advertised  as 
one  of  the  reasons  for  becoming  a  believer! 
Some  years  ago  I  worshiped  with  a  congrega- 
tion whose  pastor  invited  us  to  name  aloud 
persons  who  had  suffered  for  their  faith. 
The  list  began  with  persons  in  distant  lands: 
Christians  in  Pakistan,  believers  living  in 
Sudan,  missionaries  in  remote  South  Ameri- 
can villages.  Most  of  us  nodded  our  heads 
sympathetically.  Then  someone  named  a 
name,  the  name  of  someone  everyone  in  the 
congregation  knew  It  was  a  member  who 
had  been  shunned  because  his  faith  in  Jesus 
led  him  to  practice  an  inclusivity  the  congre- 
gation was  not  ready  to  embrace.  The  con- 
gregation became  very  quiet.  It  is  one  thing 
to  be  concerned  about  Christians  paying  for 
their  faith  in  far  places;  it  is  quite  another 
thing  to  recognize  that  sometimes  we  slip 
into  the  oppressor  role  and  bring  suffering 
to  those  near  to  us. 

There  is  no  reassurance  in  this  biblical 
revelation  that  we  shall  not  suffer  just  be- 
cause we  are  doing  the  right  and  the  good 
thing.  There  is,  however,  a  biblical  promise 
that  in  such  times  of  distress  and  weariness, 
God  will  provide  strength.  It  is  not  just  hu- 
man strength  which  is  given;  it  is  the  very 
strength  of  God  (49:5)!  God's  servant  is  to  be 
a  light  so  all  the  world  might  be  saved.  (This 
would  have  been  a  surprise  to  those  who 
thought  God  came  only  to  save  them.)  In 
Isaiah  49:6.  the  word  translated  "salvation" 
is  yeshooaw.  Note:  the  Hebrew  for  Jesus  is 
Yehoshuah.  (The  name  of  our  Savior  means 
"Yahweh  saves"  or  "Yahweh  is  salvation".) 

Isaiah  does  not  call  for  God's  servant  to 
avoid  suffering.  (50:&— "Let  me  confront 
them").  Nor  does  Isaiah  suggest  the  servant 
should  go  out  looking  for  trouble  (50:7 — "I 
have  set  my  face  like  flint").  But  when  suf- 
fering breaks  its  power  upon  us,  there  is 
the  confident  assurance  that  "the  Lord  God 
helps  me"  (50:7).  The  literal  meaning  of  the 
word  rendered  as  "help"  is  "surround."  The 
Lord  surrounds  me.  That's  not  a  bad  deal. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Peter 
Storey's  collection  of  sermons  (With  God  in 
the  Crucible,  Abingdon  Press),  he  writes,  "It 
is  so  very  difficult  to  understand  why  some 
suffering  comes.  It  is  painfully  obvious  why 
most  suffering  comes.  But  when  suffering 
is  borne  faithfully,  God  can  do  deep  and 
wonderful  things.  And  when  suffering  is 
embraced  by  the  Son  of  God  himself,  to  be 
with  and  for  us  all— that  is  the  story  of  our 
salvation." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  strength..." 

December  18,  2005 

Text:  Isaiah  53:1-3;  Luke  1:47-55  "Hope  for 
Those  Who  Suffer" 

Have  you  ever  been  driving  along  a  stretch 
of  highway  filled  with  billboards,  junked 
cars,  and  unkempt  yards?  Then,  as  you 
round  a  curve  in  the  road,  there  opens  up  in 
front  of  you  a  magnificent  vista:  perhaps  a 


welcoming  sunrise  over  a  mountain  peaked 
with  trees  flecked  with  fresh  fallen  snow. 
What  a  difference  it  makes  when  you  come 
around  that  bend! 

This  week's  study  lessons  provide  that  kind 
of  experience.  Isaiah  53:1-3  shows  the  power 
of  suffering.  (Have  you  seen  that  captured  in 
the  art  work  of  Georges  Rouault?  Look  it  up; 
they  are  insightful  paintings.)  Luke  1:47-55 
describes  the  arrival  of  One  who  turns  that 
corner  for  us,  from  despair  to  hope,  from 
infirmity  to  healing,  from  brokenness  to 
wholeness,  from  prison  to  freedom.  With  the 
coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  hope  has  a  human 
body.  With  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ,  hope 
becomes  our  neighbor.  With  the  coming  of 
Jesus  Christ,  hope  breaks  into  the  present 
tense. 

Of  course,  those  of  us  who  have  great 
pride,  who  sit  in  the  places  of  power  among 
the  nations,  and  who  always  have  plenty  to 
eat  might  want  to  be  alert.  The  fulfillment  of 
hope  in  Jesus  Christ  turns  upside  down  the 
way  things  have  been:  the  proud  get  scattered 
(Luke  1:51);  the  lowly  take  over  from  the  pow- 
erful (Luke  1:52);  and  those  who  have  been 
hungry  get  fed,  while  the  gourmands  are  left 
empty  (Luke  1:53).  That's  not  quite  what  I 
bargained  for  when  I  prayed  "Thy  kingdom 
come  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven."  But  it  is 
what  God  gives  in  response  to  that  prayer. 

Many  of  the  key  persons  in  the  Church's 
living  out  of  that  story  have  understood 
God's  love  for  the  poor  (what  some  even  call 
"God's  preference  for  the  poor").  Mother 
Teresa  worked  among  the  outcast  of  India. 
John  Wesley  toiled  tirelessly  to  give  all  of 
his  resources  to  the  poor.  Martin  Luther 
made  sure  the  Bible  was  in  a  language  com- 
mon people  could  understand.  St.  Francis 
extended  that  care  even  to  the  least  of  God's 
creatures. 

These  days  of  Advent  are  moving  us  closer 
to  celebration  of  the  gift  of  hope  for  those 
who  suffer.  It  is  as  if  the  Church  is  ready  to 
round  a  corner. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Affir- 
mations of  a  Dissenter  (Abingdon  Press), 
Bishop  C.  Joseph  Sprague  wrote,  "I  was 
asked... 'What  is  the  most  important  issue 
facing  The  United  Methodist  Church  today?' 
My  response  then  and  now:  "The  near  ab- 
sence of  hope,  especially  among  the  clergy; 
that  creates  fear  on  the  right  and  cynicism 
on  the  left." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  hope,  come  into  the 
hurting  places  of  our  lives  and  bring  alive 
the  promise  fulfilled  in  Jesus  Christ..." 

December  25,  2005 

Text:  Isaiah  61:1-3;  Luke  2:8-20  "Be  Joy- 
ful" 

In  Greek,  there  are  at  least  three  words  for 
joy:  (a)  one  means  what  we  might  call  "world- 
ly pleasure,"  (b)  a  second  means  excitement 
with  anticipation,  and  (c)  the  third  means 
excitement  and  pleasure  at  what  is  present 
now.  It  is  this  third  word  which  is  used  in 
Luke  2:10:  "I  am  bringing  you  good  news  of 
great  joy  for  all  the  people."  It  is  something 
in  the  present;  God's  people  no  longer  must 
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wait  for  the  Messiah!  The  Messiah  is  here 
It  is  joy  in  the  now!  (Luke  2:10.  therefore,  is 
not  simply  about  worldly  pleasure;  it  is  nol 
even  something  still  to  be  anticipated;  it  is 
here  and  now!) 

The  companion  text  in  this  week's  study 
(Isaiah  61:1-3)  brings  another  dimension  tc 
Christmas,  a  dimension  in  addition  to  joy.  In 
fact,  the  coming  of  the  Promised  One  triggers 
this  dimension:  mission.  Notice  all  the  action 
words  in  Luke's  account:  you  will  find  (v.  12), 
let  us  go  (v.  15),  they  went  (v.  16),  they  found  (v. 
16),  they  saw  (v.  17),  they  made  known  (v.  17), 
they  returned,  glorifying,  and  praising  (v. 
20).  Clearly,  the  Christmas  account  is  about 
joy  but  it  is  also  about  action. 

Isaiah  61:1-3  spells  out  that  action  in  its 
fullness:  bring  good  news,  bind  up,  proclaim 
liberty,  release,  proclaim  the  Lord's  favor,  tell 
of  God's  vengeance.  Oops!  What  is  this  talk 
of  "vengeance"  in  the  midst  of  Christmas 
joy?  What  is  this  reference  to  "vengeance" 
on  this  "feel  good"  day?  For  one  thing,  note 
that  it  is  God's  vengeance  (Isaiah  61:2),  not 
ours.  Such  vengeance  is  the  necessity  of 
God's  justice:  those  things  which  are  unjust 
must  be  judged.  God's  justice  and  holiness 
have  no  meaning  if  God  does  not  put  things 
right. 

The  thrusts  of  this  Christmas  Day  lesson 
are  dual:  (1)  joy  and  (2)  mission.  Both  are 
gifts  of  God's  activity  in  our  midst.  Joy  with- 
out mission  soon  becomes  hollow.  Mission 
without  joy  soon  becomes  perfunctory. 

Maybe  the  Christmas  tree  can  remind  us 
of  these  truths.  Some  trees  are  artificial,  so 
their  presence  lacks  possibility  for  growth. 
Some  trees  have  been  cut,  so  shortly  after  the 
holiday,  they  began  to  turn  brown  and  bar- 
ren. Some  trees,  however,  are  living  trees, 
ready  to  be  transplanted  into  the  soil  of  daily 
life,  able  to  grow  and  to  continue  to  express 
the  ongoing  reality  of  God's  lively  presence. 
So  be  it  for  us.  Merry  Christmas. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Calendar, 
Laurence  Stookey's  study  of  the  liturgical 
year,  the  author  states:  "Although  the  res- 
urrection was  observed  liturgically  in  the 
church  from  its  very  inception,  the  earliest 
recorded  liturgical  observance  of  Christmas 
Day  falls  well  into  the  fourth  century." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Giver  of  joy  and  mission..." 
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Almost  6300  youth,  adults  attend  Pilgrimage. . . 


(continued  from  page  one) 

Chris  Hughes,  minister  to  the  Uni- 
versity at  Pfeiffer,  was  the  music  leader 
for  the  weekend  working  with  youth  se- 
lected from  across  the  Conference  as  a 
louse  band  for  Pilgrimage.  Hughes  has 
jeen  a  resource  person  for  Pilgrimage 
ince  it's  beginning. 
A  worship  session  was  held  on  Fri- 
iay  night,  Saturday  morning,  Saturday 
light  and  Sunday  morning.  Each  wor- 
ship session,  in  addition  to  music  and 
he  speaker,  included  youth  groups  of- 
fering creative  acts  of  worship  from 
acred  dance  to  drama  to  music.  These 
youth  groups  included  North  Raleigh, 
Duke  Memoria,  St  James-Raleigh,  First- 
Cary  and  Pine  Valley- Wilmington.  Brit- 
tany Mooney,  Paul  Harrells  and  Melissa 
nlOwen  gave  testimonies  as  did  middle 
i  school  girls  from  Rose  Hill  UMC  who 
1  have  formed  a  UMW  circle. 

During  Saturday  night's  worship, 
special  music  was  provided  by  a  70  plus 
member  Gospel  choir  formed  of  youth 
in  the  Fayetteville  and  surrounding 
area  especially  for  Pilgrimage.  This 
choir  was  coordinated  by  Rev.  Eldrick 
Davis  of  Harry  Hoosier  in  Fayetteville 
and  worked  with  Grammy  nominated, 


Gospel  recording  artist  Pastor  George 
A.  Pass,  II  in  providing  this  special  mu- 
sic for  Pilgrimage. 

Sunday's  worship  included  the  cel- 
ebration of  Holy  Communion  with  the 
Rev.  Ken  Hall,  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  chairperson. 

Saturday  morning  the  Award  of  Ex- 
cellence in  Youth  Ministry  was  present- 
ed to  Page  Memorial  in  Aberdeen. 

Certificates  of  recognition  for  giving 
to  Youth  Service  Fund  were  also  present- 
ed to  the  top  giving  district,  Burlington, 
and  to  five  local  churches:  Bethany  in 
Wanchese  (EC  District),  Englewood  (RM 
District),  Page  Memorial-Aberdeen  (SA 
District),  Pine  Valley  -Wilmington  (WI 
District)  and  Sharon-Holden  Beach  (WI 
District). 

For  many  youth  groups  Pilgrimage  is 
an  annual  event  not  to  be  missed.  Pil- 
grimage 2006  will  be  held  November 
10-12  at  the  Crown  Coliseum  in  Fayette- 
ville. More  information  about  Pilgrim- 
age and  other  youth  opportunities  may 
be  found  on  the  website  at  www.nccumc. 
org/youthministry  or  by  contacting  the 
Office  of  Youth  Ministries  for  the  North 
Carolina  Conference. 


RAY  BUCKLEY 


Joint  conference  paper  comes  to  an  end 


(continued  from  page  one) 
part,  the  change  was  the  result  of  debate 
about  moving  Trinity  College  from  Ran- 
dolph County  to  Durham.  Today  that 
college  is  known  as  Duke  University. 

Each  conference  produced  a  separate 
newspaper  for  20  years.  Following  a  pro- 
posal from  the  Western  NC  Conference, 
the  NC  Conference  voted  to  have  a  joint 
publication.  In  1919  a  charter  endorsed 
by  the  two  conferences  established  the 
Methodist  Board  of  Publications  with 
members  from  both  conferences.  The 


board  was  responsible  for  publishing 
the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate. 

For  86  years  the  North  Carolina  Chris- 
tina Advocate,  a  national  award  winning 
publication,  has  served  as  the  official 
newspaper  for  more  than  500,000  United 
Methodists  in  North  Carolina.  During 
the  past  decades  the  paper  informed 
readers  of  global,  national  and  local  de- 
nominational news  and  information.  In 
recent  years,  the  newspaper  has  served 
as  a  sounding  board  that  included  com- 
mentaries and  other  opinion  articles. 

Never  intended  to  be  a  self-sustain- 


ing entity,  the  joint  publication  has 
been  supported  by  grants  from  the  two 
conferences,  subscriptions,  advertising 
revenues  and  investment  funds.  The  in- 
vestment funds  grew  substantially  dur- 
ing the  stock  market  boom  of  the  1990s. 
These  funds  had  been  drawn  down  for 
operations  in  recent  years  with  the  no- 
growth  stock  market  of  the  2000s. 

Throughout  its  existence,  the  news- 
paper has  faced  financial  difficulties 
and  has  been  published  by  the  Western 
North  Carolina  and  North  Carolina 


Conferences,  separately  and  jointly.  Fi- 
nancial restraints  and  changing  minis- 
try emphasis  in  each  conference  have 
again  brought  a  modification  to  the  life 
of  the  Advocate. 

The  NCC  will  continue  to  publish  a 
newspaper.  A  newspaper  on  the  web  is 
under  consideration,  in  addition  to  a 
printed  newspaper. 

The  WNCC  Commission  on  Commu- 
nication is  working  to  produce  a  future 
publication  or  to  expand  its  electronic 
information  distribution  or  both. 
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*Church  court  reinstates  pastor  who  denied. . . 


(continued  from  page  one) 
whose  credentials  for  ordained  ministry 
were  again  withdrawn  as  the  Judicial 
Council  overturned  an  appellate  court's 
decision  that  had  reinstated  her. 

The  denomination's  top  clergy  leaders, 
the  Council  of  Bishops,  holding  their 
weeklong  fall  meeting  in  Lake  Jun- 
aluska,  N.C.,  spent  more  than  an  hour 
in  executive  session  Oct.  31  reflecting 
on  the  Judicial  Council's  decisions. 
They  issued  a  statement  the  church 
membership  is  open  to  all.  (see  related 
article  page  one). 

The  Virginia  case  involved  an  openly 
gay  man  who  was  participating  in  the 
South  Hill  church  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
including  singing  in  the  choir.  The  man 
wanted  to  transfer  his  membership  from 
another  denomination,  and  Johnson 
began  a  series  of  meetings  with  him. 
The  man's  sexual  orientation  was  a 
significant  part  of  the  discussions. 
Johnson  refused  to  receive  the  man  into 
membership  because  he  said  the  man 
would  neither  repent  nor  seek  to  live  a 
differentlifestyle. 

The  church's  associate  pastor,  who 
disagreed  with  Johnson,  contacted 
the  district  superintendent,  and 
a  disciplinary  process  began  that 
eventually  resulted  in  Johnson  being 
placed  on  involuntary  leave  by  a  vote 
of  his  fellow  ministers  at  the  2005 
clergy  session  of  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference. 

In  the  decision  dealing  with  the 
authority  of  a  pastor,  the  council's 
ruling  states  that  Paragraphs  214 
and  225  of  the  Book  of  Discipline 
are  "permissive  and  do  not  mandate 
receipt  into  membership  of  all  persons 
regardless  of  their  willingness  to  affirm 
membership  vows."  The  operative  word 


in  both  paragraphs,  the  ruling  says,  is 
that  persons  "may"  become  members. 
"Decision  930  established  the  premise 
that  'shall'  cannot  be  used  to  replace 
'may'  in  the  Discipline  .  Thus  the 
General  Conference  has  determined 
that  any  person  'may'  become  a  member 
of  any  local  church  in  the  connection." 
This  also  applies  to  people  who  want 
to  transfer  into  the  United  Methodist 
Church  from  another  denomination, 
as  was  the  case  in  Virginia,  the  council 
ruled. 

The  ruling  also  cites  Paragraph 
340.3(a),  which  includes  among  respon- 
sibilities of  pastors  as  being  the 
"administrative  officers  of  the  local 
church." 

"As  part  of  these  administrative 
responsibilities,  the  pastor  in  charge  of 
a  United  Methodist  Church  or  charge 
is  solely  responsible  for  making  the 
determination  of  a  person's  readiness 
to  receive  the  vows  of  membership." 
the  decision  says.  "  ...  The  pastor-in- 
charge  is  entrusted  with  discretion  in 
the  exercise  of  this  responsibility." 

The  ruling  continues  that  "since  the 
pastor  is  not  required  by  the  Discipline 
to  admit  into  membership  all  persons 
....  and  since  the  Discipline  designates 
the  pastor  to  be  'the  administrative 
officer  of  the  local  church,' ...  a  pastor  in 
charge  cannot  be  ordered  by  the  district 
superintendent  or  bishop  to  admit 
into  membership  a  person  deemed  not 
ready  or  able  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  vows  of  church  membership.  ... 
The  appointed  pastor  in  charge  has 
the  duty  and  responsibility  to  exercise 
responsible  pastoral  judgment  in 
determining  who  may  be  received  into 
membership  of  a  local  church." 

The   Rev.   Susan   Henry-Crowe,  a 


BISHOP  KAMMERER 


council  member,  said  in  a  dissent 
that  the  decision  "compromises  the 
historic  understanding  that  the  church 
is  open  to  all.  The  Judicial  Council 
cannot  interpret  something  that  is  not 
stated  in  the  Discipline.  Nothing  in  the 
Discipline  gives  pastors  discretion  to 
exclude  persons  presenting  themselves 
for  membership  in  the  church."  Council 
members  Beth  Capen  and  Jon  R.  Gray 
also  filed  their  intent  to  write  dissenting 
opinions  to  Decision  1032. 

In  the  due  process  case,  the  council 
ruled  that  "rules  and  procedures  were 
not  followed"  and  said  it  "found  several 
errors  in  the  process."  Primarily,  the 
ruling  stated  that  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference's  board  of  ordained  minis- 
try transformed  an  administrative 
complaint  into  a  chargeable  offense  —  a 
judicial  complaint  —  and  therefore  did 
not  have  the  authority  to  consider  the 
complaint. 

The  original  complaint,  "unwill- 
ingness to  perform  ministerial  duties," 
is  an  administrative  complaint  as 
covered  in  Paragraph  362.2  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline.  The  council  said 
the  bishop  rightly  ruled  that  it  was 
an  administrative  complaint.  "While 
the  Discipline  gives  the  bishop  the 
right  to  choose  whether  to  refer  as  an 
administrative  or  judicial  complaint," 
the  ruling  says,  "the  Discipline  places 
parameters  around  the  bishop's  right 
to  choose.  Paragraph  362.2  states,  'If  the 
bishop  determines  that  the  complaint  is 
based  on  ...  unwillingness  or  inability 
to  perform  ministerial  duties,  he  or 
she  shall  refer  the  complaint  as  an 
administrative  complaint 

The  two  cases  related  to  Johnson 
resulted  from  requests  for  rulings  of 
law  from  Virginia  Bishop  Charlene  P. 
Kammerer.  All  bishops'  decisions  of  law 
are  examined  by  the  Judicial  Council. 
In  both  cases,  the  Judicial  Council 
reversed  Kammerer's  decisions. 

At  the  oral  hearing,  Kammerer 
said  the  language  of  the  Discipline 
stresses*  that  "all  people"  can  become 
professing  members  in  the  connection. 
"The  emphasis  in  our  Constitution  is 
on  inclusiveness,  not  exclusiveness," 
Kammerer  said.  "I  believe  the  Book 


REV.  ED.  JOHNSON 


ol  Discipline  requires  memoersnip 
for  this  gay  man.  Rev.  Johnson  singled 
out  one  sinful  behavior.  Offering  only 
participation  in  church  amounts  to 
second-class  citizenship." 

"What  will  this  mean,"  she  asked,  "for 
the  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  pastors, 
hundreds  and  hundreds  of  churches, 
who  have  already  accepted  gay  persons 
into  membership?  We  should  err  on  the 
side  of  grace." 

The  Rev.  Jeffery  Mickle,  chairman  of 
Virginia's  board  of  ordained  ministry 
and  Clark  Williams,  chancellor  for  the 
Virginia  Conference,  also  spoke.  "While 
the  United  Methodist  Church  refuses  to 
bless  the  practice  of  homosexuality," 
Mickle  said,  "we  will  not  say  to  a 
homosexual  person  that  your  practice  is 
so  objectionable  as  to  exclude  you  from 
membership  in  this  body  of  Christ." 

"Membership  is  not  reserved  for  the 
worthy,"  Williams  said.  "It  is  a  means 
of  grace  for  all  of  us  to  become  worthy." 

Homosexuality-related  issues 

Several  other  rulings  issued  by  the 
Judicial  Council  dealt  with  issues  related 
to  homosexuality  and  the  church. 

The  council  ruled  that  an  annual 
conference's  own  definition  of  "status" 
and  any  refusal  to  define  "practicing" 
or  "practicing  homosexual"  does  not 
violate  the  enforceability  of  Paragraph 
304.3  of  the  Discipline  .  Decision  1020 
affirmed  Bishop  Beverly  J.  Shamana's 
decisions  of  law  related  to  items  adopted 
during  the  2005  session  of  the  California- 
Nevada  Annual  Conference. 

In  another  California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference  item,  the  council  upheld 
Bishop  Shamana's  decision  of  law,  in 
which  the  bishop  ruled  that  nothing  irra 
resolution  titled  "We  Will  Not  Be  Silent" 
violated  the  Book  of  Discipline  .  The 
resolution,  adopted  at  the  conference's 
annual  gathering,  contains  four 
inclusion  principles,  including  "to  make 
plans  to  welcome  and  include  LGBT 
(lesbian,  gay,  bisexual  and  transgender) 
persons  in  leadership  roles  in  the 
church." 

*Caldwell  is  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  correspondent  based  in  High 
Point,  NC. 


Cypress 
Memory 
Care 
Cottage 
Ribbon 
Cutting 

Chip  and  Vera  Pennington,  Connie  Hicks,  Laura  Jett,  Laurie  Stallings, 
Mike  Feauto,  Rick  Miller,  Kenneth  Steinweg  and  Mark  Phillips  (L-R)  cut 
the  ribbon  at  the  dedication  of  the  new  Memory  Care  Cottage  at  Cypress 
Glen  Retirement  Community  in  Greenville.  The  cottage  is  a  cutting  edge 
facility  for  seniors  suffering  from  Alzheimer's  and  other  dementia  relat- 
ed illnesses.  It  officially  opened  the  end  of  September  and  is  home  to 
12  senior  adults,  a  director  and  staff.  For  additional  information  or  an 
application  for  admission,  please  contact  Memory  Care  Cottage  director 
Laura  Jett  at  (252)  830-0036.  Cypress  Glen  is  one  of  the  five  communities 
of  The  United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes,  Inc  in  the  NC  Conference. 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  November-December,  2005  -  Page  13 


United  Methodist  bishops  affirm  church  membership 


(continued  from  page  one) 

In  a  ruling  announced  Oct.  31,  the 
Judicial  Council  supported  the  Rev. 
Ed  Johnson  of  South  Hill  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church  in  his  decision  not 
to  allow  a  gay  man  to  join  his  congrega- 
tion. The  man  was  a  choir  member  and 
had  been  meeting  with  Johnson  about 
transferring  membership  from  another 
denomination. 

Johnson  was  placed  on  a  yearlong 
involuntary  leave  of  absence  by  fellow 
pastors  during  the  clergy  session  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
last  June.  The  Judicial  Council  upheld 
Johnson's  action,  citing  the  authority 
given  to  clergy  by  the  church's  Book  of 
Discipline.  The  court  ordered  that  the 
pastor  be  reinstated  to  his  previous  sta- 
tus. 

The  ripple  effect  of  the  court's  deci- 
sion was  felt  immediately  in  Lake  Ju- 
naluska,  where  the  Council  of  Bishops 
is  holding  its  weeklong  fall  meeting. 
The  council  spent  at  least  four  hours  in 
closed  session  working  on  a  statement 
responding  to  the  ruling. 

"With  the  Social  Principles  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  we  affirm 
'that  God's  grace  is  available  to  all,  and 
we  will  seek  to  live  together  in  Christian 
community"'  the  bishops  said,  quoting 
from  the  Social  Principles  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline.  '"We  implore  families  and 
churches  not  to  reject  or  condemn  les- 
bian and  gay  members  and  friends.  We 
commit  ourselves  to  be  in  ministry  for 
and  with  all  persons.' 

"We  also  affirm  our  Wesleyan  prac- 
tice that  pastors  are  accountable  to  the 
bishop,  superintendent  and  the  clergy 
on  matters  of  ministry  and  member- 
ship," the  bishops  said. 


The  Council  of  Bishops  unanimously 
adopted  the  pastoral  letter  in  closed  ses- 
sion. 

The  announcement  of  the  court's  rul- 
ing caused  "considerable  conversation 
within  the  council,"  said  Bishop  Janice 
Riggle  Huie,  who  led  the  seven-bishop 
writing  team  that  worked  on  the  state- 
ment. Huie  oversees  the  church's  Texas 
Annual  (regional)  Conference. 

Many  of  the  bishops  had  received  calls 
and  e-mail  from  pastors  and  lay  people 
in  their  conferences  who  were  "greatly 
troubled"  by  the  ruling  and  were  asking 
for  clarification,  she  told  United  Meth- 
odist News  Service. 

"We  wanted  our  response  to  be 
thoughtful,  prayerful  and  to  speak  to  the 
church,"  she  said. 

As  the  bishops  worked  on  the  state- 
ment, it  became  clear  that  there  was 
unity  within  the  council  regarding  the 
membership  of  gays  in  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  she  said.  "I  don't  think  it's 
going  too  far  to  say  the  council  is  of  one 
mind  that  gay  and  lesbian  people  can 
be  members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

The  Book  of  Discipline  affirms  homo- 
sexuals as  people  "of  sacred  worth."  It 
also  holds  the  practice  of  homosexuality 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching, 
and  it  bars  the  performance  of  same-sex 
unions  by  the  church's  clergy  and  in  the 
church's  sanctuaries. 

During  oral  hearings  before  the  Judi- 
cial Council  Oct.  27,  the  Rev.  Tom  Thom- 
as of  Virginia,  speaking  for  Johnson,  ar- 
gued that  the  pastor  "drew  the  line  not 
at  the  homosexual  person  but  at  homo- 
sexual practice."  Johnson,  who  was  at 
the  hearing,  did  not  address  the  court. 

Virginia  Bishop  Charlene  Kammerer 


Communications  affirms  'Open  Hearts,  Minds,  Doors' 

tragic  mistake  to  walk  away  from  a 
promise  grounded  in  Christ's  love 
and  his  commandment  to  love  our 


The  Commission  on  Communi- 
cation is  committed  to  lead  in  the 
struggle  to  embrace  what  we  believe 
is  God's  call  to  be  a  people  with  open 
hearts,  open  minds,  and  open  doors. 

From  its  inception,  the  Methodist 
movement  has  followed  the  axiom, 
"Preach  faith  until  you  have  it."  It 
is  an  aspiration.  We  believe  a  recent 
Judicial  Council  interpretation  of 
church  law  allowing  a  pastor  to  deny 
membership  to  a  man  because  of  his 
sexual  orientation  is  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  teachings  of  the  church, 
our  history,  and  most  importantly, 
the  teachings  of  Jesus,  who  rejected 
no  one.  We  join  our  bishops  in  their 
unanimous  statement  that  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  open  to 
all. 

Since  this  decision,  some  persons 
have  asked  us  to  withdraw  our  de- 
nominational promise,  "Open  hearts, 
Open  minds,  Open  doors:  The  People 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church." 

While  we  understand  those  con- 
cerns, we  believe  that  it  would  be  a 


neighbors  as  ourselves.  We  believe 
it  would  be  a  tragic  mistake  to  walk 
away  from  the  thousands  of  congre- 
gations who  have  made  the  promise 
of  "Open  hearts,  Open  minds,  Open 
doors:  The  People  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church"  a  living  reality.  We  be- 
lieve it  would  be  a  tragic  mistake  to 
turn  away  from  congregations  who 
affirm  it  makes  no  difference  where 
you  come  from,  how  much  money 
you  earn,  what  the  color  of  your  skin 
is,  and  even,  whether  you  are  gay  or 
straight. 

This  church  is  about  the  people  who 
live  out  what  we  say  as  reinforced  in 
our  Constitution  and  Social  Prin- 
ciples. We  call  on  the  people  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  keep  be- 
fore the  world  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciple that  our  hearts,  our  minds,  and 
our  doors  are  open  to  anyone  seeking 
a  new  life  in  Jesus  Christ.  Christ  re- 
jected no  one.  Neither  can  we. 


defended  the  suspension  of  Johnson, 
stating  that  the  Constitution  emphasiz- 
es inclusiveness  and  not  exclusiveness, 
and  that  only  allowing  participation  in 
the  church  "amounts  to  second-class 
citizenship." 

In  their  pastoral  letter,  the  bishops 
said  they  "uphold  and  affirm"  that  the 
church's  top  legislative  body,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  "has  clearly  spoken 
through  the  denomination's  Constitu- 
tion on  inclusiveness  and  justice  for  all 
as  it  relates  to  church  membership." 

The  bishops  cited  the  Constitution's 
declaration  that  all  people  shall  be 
eligible  to  attend  the  church's  worship 
services,  participate  in  its  programs, 
receive  the  sacraments,  be  admitted  as 
baptized  members,  "and  upon  taking 
the  vows  declaring  the  Christian  faith, 
become  professing  members  in  any  lo- 
cal church  in  the  connection." 

"The  invitation  that  this  (Judicial 
Council)  ruling  gives  to  all  of  us  is  to 
think  carefully  about  the  meaning  of 
United  Methodist  membership,"  said 
Bishop  Peter  Weaver,  president  of  the 
council  and  leader  of  the  church's  New 
England  Conference. 

The  ruling  provides  an  opportunity 
"to  think  about  how  we  are  inclusive  of 
persons  who  are  in  our  communities  and 
how  we  make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  transformation  of  the  world," 
he  said.  Making  disciples  is  a  theme  of 
the  bishops'  fall  meeting  and  their  focus 
for  2005-08.  Weaver  noted  that  earlier  on 
Nov.  2,  the  council  had  heard  a  major 
presentation  on  evangelism  by  a  Duke 
Divinity  School  theologian. 

Regarding  a  pastor's  authority  to 
make  decisions  about  membership, 
Weaver  said:  "The  local  pastor  does 
have  authority,  but  it's  in  the  context  of 
the  theology  and  values  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 

The  bishops  will  discuss  other  pos- 
sible responses  to  the  ruling  as  their 
meeting  continues,  he  said.  The  meet- 
ing, which  began  Oct.  30,  ends  Nov.  4. 

Weaver  is  already  responding  in  his 
own  New  England  Conference  by  set- 
ting up  four  regional  opportunities  for 
Christian  conversation  about  the  Judi- 
cial Council  ruling. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  comprises  the 
top  clergy  leaders  in  the  nearly  11  mil- 
lion-member United  Methodist  Church. 
The  council  has  69  active  bishops  and 
about  100  retired  bishops  from  the  Unit- 
ed States,  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philip- 
pines. 

*Tanton  is  managing  editor  for  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 
The  full  text  of  the  letter  follows. 

A  Pastoral  Letter  to  the  People  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church 
From  the  Council  of  Bishops 

By  grace  you  have  been  saved  through 
faith  -  Ephesians  2:8 

Grace  to  you  from  Jesus  Christ  who 
calls  his  church  to  welcome  all  people 
into  the  community  of  faith  as  it  pro- 
claims the  Gospel. 


The  Judicial  Council,  our  denomina- 
tion's highest  judicial  authority,  recent- 
ly issued  a  decision  regarding  a  pastor's 
refusing  a  gay  man's  request  for  mem- 
bership in  the  church.  In  the  case,  this 
man  was  invited  to  join  the  choir  at  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  com- 
munity. As  he  became  more  active  in 
the  choir  and  the  church,  he  asked  to 
transfer  his  membership  from  another 
denomination  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Because  he  is  a  practicing  ho- 
mosexual, the  pastor  refused  to  receive 
him  into  church  membership.  The  Judi- 
cial Council  upheld  the  pastor's  refusal 
of  membership. 

While  pastors  have  the  responsibility 
to  discern  readiness  for  membership, 
homosexuality  is  not  a  barrier.  With  the 
Social  Principles  of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church  we  affirm:  "that  God's  grace 
is  available  to  all,  and  we  will  seek  to 
live  together  in  Christian  community. 
We  implore  families  and  churches  not  to 
reject  or  condemn  lesbian  and  gay  mem- 
bers and  friends.  We  commit  ourselves 
to  be  in  ministry  for  and  with  all  per- 
sons." (Para.  161g,  2004  Book  of  Disci- 
pline of  The  United  Methodist  Church) 

We  also  affirm  our  Wesleyan  practice 
that  pastors  are  accountable  to  the  bish- 
op, superintendent,  and  the  clergy  on 
matters  of  ministry  and  membership. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  com- 
mitted to  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  with  all  people.  We,  the  bishops 
of  the  Church,  uphold  and  affirm  that 
the  General  Conference  has  clearly  spo- 
ken through  the  denomination's  Consti- 
tution on  inclusiveness  and  justice  for 
all  as  it  relates  to  church  membership: 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  ac- 
knowledges that  all  persons  are  of  sa- 
cred worth.  All  persons  without  regard 
to  race,  color,  national  origin,  status,  or 
economic  condition,  shall  be  eligible  to 
attend  its  worship  services,  participate 
in  its  programs,  receive  the  sacraments, 
upon  baptism  be  admitted  as  baptized 
members,  and  upon  taking  the  vows  de- 
claring the  Christian  faith,  become  pro- 
fessing members  in  any  local  church  in 
the  connection."  (Article  IV,  Constitu- 
tion of  The  United  Methodist  Church) 

We  believe  the  ministry  of  the  local 
church,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  is  to  help  people  accept  and  con- 
fess Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior.  We 
call  upon  all  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  laity  to  make  every  congregation  a 
community  of  hospitality. 

Over  $130,000  to  Miss. 

A  check  in  the  amount  of  $131,768.52 
from  the  People  of  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference has  arrived  in  Jackson,  Missis- 
sippi to  be  used  by  the  Mississippi  Con- 
ference for  disaster  response/recovery. 
More  details  on  this  support  and  other 
financial  assistance  to  areas  damaged 
by  natural  disasters  will  be  in  the  next 
issue  of  The  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence Christian  Advocate. 
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Obituaries 

SHELBY-  Rubye  Reynolds  Terrell, 

95,  died  September  24,  2005  in  Shelby. 
She  was  a  retired  teacher  with  the  NC 
public  schools.  She  was  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  Boiling  Springs  United  Method- 
ist Church  and  first  president  of  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
(United  Methodist  Women).  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Administrative  Council, 
the  Christian  Fellowship  Class,  served 
as  Church  Historian  and  Communion 
Steward,  was  an  active  member  of  the 
Woman's  and  Heritage  Club  of  Gard- 
ner-Webb University,  Boiling  Springs 
Garden  Club,  Philsonian  Book  Club  and 
NC  Retired  School  Personnel.  Funeral 
services  were  held  in  Boiling  Springs, 
NC. 

The  Reverend  Robert  Calvin  Bo- 
gan,  Sr.  (retired)  died  October  9,  2005. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Gladys, 
daughter  Judy  Auman  of  Southport 
and  son  Robert  Bogan,  Jr.  of  Madison. 
A  funeral  service  was  held  October  11 
in  Southport,  NC. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  Ralph  Herman 
Nicholson  (retired)  died  October  8, 
2005.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Sarah 
and  children,  Melanie  Williamson  of 
Asheville,  Garrel  Nicholson  of  Thom- 
asville,  and  Erick  Nicholson  of  Easley, 
SC  and  step-daughters,  Janice  Redding 
of  Stockton  CA  and  Brenda  Kahn  of 
Madison,  WI.  A  funeral  service  was 
held  October  12  in  Statesville,  NC. 

The  Reverend  Larry  L.  Lambeth 

(retired)  died  October  18.  He  is  survived 
by  his  wife  Faye,  son  Laird  of  Wiscon- 
sin and  daughter  Lesa  of  Taylorsville. 
A  Service  of  Remembrance  was  held  on 
October  20  in  Newton,  NC. 

The  Reverend  Dr.  McMurry  Smith 
Richey  (retired  professor  at  Duke  Di- 
vinity School)  died  October  22.  He  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Erika  and  three 
sons,  Douglas  of  Durham  and  Russell 
and  Thomas  of  Atlanta,  GA.  A  memo- 
rial service  was  held  on  October  27  in 
Durham,  NC. 
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DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES 
-  Epworth  United  Methodist  Church, 
Durham,  NC,  seeks  a  full-time  director  of 
music  ministries  to  coordinate  the  music 
program  for  a  congregation  with  a  tradition 
of  music  excellence  who  has  an  average 
attendance  of  300.  The  music  program 
currently  includes  Chancel  Choir,  hand 
bells,  children's  choir/chimes,  orchestra, 
praise  band,  and  liturgical  dance.  The 
applicant  must  have  a  Bachelor's  degree, 
choral  conducting  experience,  knowledge 
of  a  variety  of  music  literature,  and  strong 
commitment  to  Christian  service.  Go  to 
www.epworth-umc.org/music  director, 
php  for  more  information  about  the  church 
and  the  position.  Send  resume  to  Epworth 
UMC,  3002  Hope  Valley  Road,  Durham, 
NC  27707,  Attention:  Search  Committee. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH-  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets.  $850 
per  week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special 
arrangements  for  youth  groups  up  to  20. 
Tommy  and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934-4401. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  FOR  YOUTH 
AND  CHILDRENNear  Asheville  NC, 
Weaverville  United  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  a  staff  member  who  will  develop, 
direct  and  coordinate  programs  that  en- 
able children  and  youth  to  grow  in  their 
Christian  faith  and  understanding  of  the 
nature  and  life  of  the  church.  Job  duties  in- 
clude building  and  administering  the  youth 
program  (25  hrs  per  week)  and  other 
duties  relating  to  youth  and  children's 
programs  (15  hours).  We  are  also  willing 
to  receive  applications  for  persons  who 
would  only  be  interested  in  a  part-time 
position  for  the  youth  program.  Send  your 
inquiry  and/or  resume  to:  perrymiller90  @ 
hotmail.com  or  Weaverville  UMC,  PO  Box 
37,  Weaverville,  NC  28787. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  GROUND  LEVEL 
APT,  sleeps  4,  $40/night,  3  night 
minimum.  NC/NP.  Call  Strickhausen  828- 
456-5183. 

MATTHEWS  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of 
Adult  Ministry.  The  main  responsibilities 
involve  overseeing  small  group  ministry, 
weekend  and  short-term  studies,  and 
increasing  the  volunteer  base.  College 
degree  with  courses  in  Christian  Education 
required  along  with  experience  in  Adult 
Ministry.  Send  resume  to:  Rev.  Michael 
Swofford,  Matthews  UMC,  801  S.  Trade 
St.,  Matthews,  NC  28105  or  email  to 
Michael@matthewsumc.org. 

OPPORTUNITY  KNOCKS  AT 
SOUTHPARK  SHARON  UNITED 
METHODIST  CHURCH,  located  at 
SouthPark,  Charlotte's  "Second  City", 
has  new  opportunity  for  experienced 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  B.A. 
minimum;  Masters  in  Christian 
Education  or  equivalent  preferred. 
Role  Expectations  focus  on  providing 
middle  and  high  school  youth  and  post 
high  school  youth  with  opportunities  to 
experience  :  1)  Personal  exploration 
and  self  discovery  2)  Spiritual  growth 
and  relationship  to  God  3)  Service  to  the 
church,  community,  world  4)  Leadership 
development  5)  Fun  and  fellowship.  If  you 
are  experienced,  organized,  spiritually 
grounded,  communicative,  team  oriented, 
creative  and  fun,  send  resume  to:  Staff 
Parish  Chair,  Sharon  UMC,  441 1  Sharon 
Rd.,  Charlotte,  NC.  2821 1 .  Email  st@ 
sharonumc.org  or  fax:  704-366-9920. 

PRESIDENT/CEO  -  The  Children's 
Home,  Winston-Salem,  NC  seeks  a 
dynamic  leader  who  excels  at  developing 
people,  resources,  and  relationships. 
For  complete  position  profile  and 
qualifications,  visit  wwwJcMnie.P.rg« 
Forward  resume,  cover  letter  and  salary 
requirements  to  tch@philanthrppio» 
adyjso.ry.cpm.-  Or  mail  to  TCH  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Philanthropic  Advisory 
Group,  POB  6485,  Raleigh,  NC  27628 
-or-  9 1 9-34 1  -2795  (fax) .  EOE 


SHILOH  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH, 
Lexington,  NC  is  seeking  a  part-time 
Coordinator  of  Music  Ministries.  This 
person  will  coordinate  and  direct  the  Music 
Ministries  of  the  church,  working  with  the 
Minister,  Praise  Team,  Children's  Choir, 
and  Adult  Choir  to  enhance  our  mission 
of  delighting  in  worship.  Giftedness  and 
a  sense  of  calling  to  work  with  a  wide 
range  of  musical  styles  are  essential, 
deep  commitment  to  Jesus  Christ  and 
a  willingness  to  work  as  a  part  of  the 
Ministry  Team  within  the  congregation 
is  also  of  utmost  importance.  Strong 
communication  and  interpersonal  skills  are 
a  must  in  the  leading  a  variety  of  worship 
settings  in  our  church.  Please  submit  a 
resume,  including  references,  to  Shiloh 
United  Methodist  Church,  Attention:  Staff 
Parish  Relations  Committee  at  943  NC 
Hwy.  150  N,  Lexington,  NC  27295 

VACATION  RENTAL  2  bedroom  1  bath.. 
Nice  secluded  area  with  easy  access 
to  Lake  Junaluska,  Maggie  Valley,  and 
Cherokee.  $550  per  week.  NS/NR  For 
information  call  828-627-8526,  leave 
message. 

VIBRANT  3000  MEMBER  congregation, 
Wesley  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  High  Point,  NC,  seeking 
innovative  and  dynamic  Director  of 
Children's  Ministry  to  lead  and  equip 
a  comprehensive  program  of  Christian 
Education  for  Children  age  birth  to  grade 
5.  Send  Resume  and  references  to 
jauman  @  wesleymorial.org  or  Rev.  J. 
Auman,  WMUMC,  1225  Chestnut  Dr., 
High  Point,  NC  27262.  Position  is  full  time, 
year  round,  preference  given  to  degreed 
candidates.  Questions  may  be  directed  to 
Rev.  Auman  336-884-2204. 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATOR  for  children  and 
youth  needed  at  First  UMC,  Taylorsville, 
NC.  Prefer  experience,  Christian 
Education  background,  relational  skills. 
Half-time  position.  Send  resume  to 
pastor®  fumct.com  or  call  828-632-2993 
or  828-632-5975. 


iin 


In  spring  of  2005,  Genesis  UMC  of  Cary  confirmed  18  members  mak- 
ing this  class  the  largest  one  to  date.  This  was  also  the  first  year  that 
Genesis  used  Mentors  in  the  Confirmation  process.  Front  Row,  1  to  r: 
Rev.  Karen  Whitaker,  Kayla  Walker,  Jake  Trimble,  Michael  Horn,  Grace 
Jungclas,  Lacie  Clifton,  Amanda  Adams,  Laura  Edwards  and  Rev.  Trip 
Lowery.  Back  Row,  Ito  r:  Kelly  O'Byrne,  Jordan  Ridge,  Mike  Deloatch, 
Bryce  Bruncati,  Chris  Goodson,  Bradlee  Speice,  Shelby  Herbert,  Cam- 
eron Feuerhelm,  Cole  Calva,  Confirmation  Chair  Kirby  Lewis,  Saskia 
Dorgeloh,  and  Kyra  Dorgeloh.  Not  pictured  were  Emily  Graybeal,  Julie 
Alvarez  and  Katie  Zucco. 


Land  was  donated  to  the  Ebenezer  UMC  in  Granite  Falls  N.C.  by  Lowell 
and  Jean  Spencer.  Pictured  is  Rev.  Eric  Lane,  Lowell  and  Jean  Spencer, 
Bleake  Hollar  Lay  Leader  and  Bob  Sears  Chairman  of  the  Administrative 
Council.  Ebenezer  UMC  is  in  the  North  Wilkesboro  District  and  is  located 
in  Caldwell  County. 


ound  the  two  conferences 
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Duncan  Memorial  Honors  Pastor 

lurch  Lay  Leader  James  Kiker  (left)  at  Duncan  Memorial  UMC  in  Charlotte 
ssented  a  card  and  honorarium  to  Pastor  Robert  B.  Arnold  on  October  16 
appreciation  for  his  dedication  and  hard  work  for  the  church  and  com- 
jnity.  Rev.  Arnold  has  been  the  pastor  at  Duncan  Memorial  since  June 
97. 

Mt.  Zion 
honors 
Mary, 
Noonie  & 
Hilda 

These  persons 
were  awarded 
the  Laity  Service 
Awards  in  Septem- 
ber 2005.  Left  to 
Right  -  Mary  Fran- 
ces Justice,  Ger- 
rell  (Noonie)  and 
Hilda  Parrish  are 
members  of  the  Mt. 
Zion  UMC  in  the 
Northeast  District, 
Stokesdale. 


Groundbreaking  for  Columbarium 

Groundbreaking  was  held  on  October  2  for  a  Columbarium  to  be  construct- 
ed at  St.  James  UMC  in  Greenville. The  St.  James  Memorial  Garden  will  con- 
tain 136  double  niches  in  six  separate  wall  units.  Pictured  with  the  pastors, 
Gray  Southern(fourth  from  left)  and  Dennis  Adams  (first  on  left),  are  the 
Columbarium  Committee:  Wade  Harmon,  chair,  (with  shovel),  Hoyt  Narron, 
Martha  Moye,  Bill  Watson,  Judy  Murad  and  Danny  Shive. 


Faith  Harbor 
Dedication 

During  the  dedication  of  the  foun- 
dation for  a  new  building  at  Faith 
Harbor  UMC  in  Wilmington,  the  Rev. 
Tom  Greener,  pastor,  invited  mem- 
bers to  write  the  name  or  category  of 
people  who  would  encounter  God  in 
the  new  structure.  Brittany  Mooney 
(left)  and  Kaylen  Rice  (right)  wrote 
"We  claim  it  -  Youth."  Rev.  Greener 
said  "I  can  imagine  some  years  from 
now  a  father  or  mother  taking  a  child 
to  the  place  where  his  or  her  name 
was  written  in  the  concrete  and  say- 
ing 'I  began  to  pray  for  you  here.'" 


Deputies  Mike  Burns  and  Warren  Strong,  dog  Boris  of  the  Richmond  Coun- 
ty Sheriff's  Department  K-9  unit  were  present  for  Vacation  Bible  School  at 
Cordova  UMC. 


tesley  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Statesville  celebrated  its  50th 
nniversary  on  Sunday,  Oct.  9.AII  former  and  present  pastors  were  featured 

a  historic  video  depicting  their  years  of  service  to  the  church.  Participat- 
ig  in  the  anniversary  celebration  were  (L-R)  District  Supt.  Jim  Graves,  the 
ev.  George  Rudisill,  the  Rev.  Phil  Gibbs,  Sara  and  Elizabeth  Coleman  rep- 

senting  the  late  Rev.  Howard  Coleman,  the  Rev.  Jon  Hunter,  Kathy  Bass 
arr  representing  her  father  the  late  Rev.  Bill  Bass,  the  Rev.  Gervase  Hitch, 
inny  and  Catherine  Jordan  representing  the  Rev.  Mike  Jordan. 
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other photos  were  taken  by  Steve  James,  who  went  with  a  team  of  Southeast  Charlotte 
United  Methodists  to  D'lbervtlle  and  Blloxl,  Mississippi,  to  deliver  supplies  and  work 
with  relief  efforts  to  help  survivors  of  Hurricane  Katrlna.  The  money  and  work  of  the 
response  teams  are  Just  two  ways  United  Methodists  of  Western  NC  responded  to 
Katrina  and  Rita.  jp 

T°P  Needs 

As  of  October 3-  »rnn 


Partnering  and  Housing 

Resettlementandassistanceforsurvivorsof 
Sand  Rita  are  bemgfacilitatedasone 

1  effort.  Partnering  and  housing  is  an 
.mportant^rtofresettlementforthose 

who  have  lost  so  much.  Get  complete 
details  about  WNCC  KARh  at 


Transform  the  world 


Western  NC  Conference 
704.535.2260  |  800.562.7929 
www.wnccumc.org 


Supplies 

A  stead)  stream  of  supplies  has  been  donated  b>  I  'niied  Methodists  and  lias  been  handled 
through  ihe  WNCC  Mission  Response  Center  in  Terrell.  Special  lhanks  is  given  to  those 
who  obtained  trailers  for  transporting  the  supplies  to  the  MRC  and  beyond  A  recent  effort 
included  two  53'  trailers  Tilled  with  food,  medical  and  cleaning  supplies,  carpet,  shingles, 
paper,  chain  >a»\  s  and  n  aler.  and  a  I  "W  Che\  \  Hla/er.  Some  of  the  contn  buttons  included 
magnificent!)  generous  quatuiiies  of: 

Ho\cs  ol  ft  mil  plaslif  f20"  uide)  i  Hygiene  Kits  I  Blankets/Bedding  I  Flood  Bucket! 

I  svelte  Kits  I  School  Kits  I  Bos  fans  I  Wal-Mart  Gift  cards  I  (ias  Cans/(ias 
Propane  Cylinders  I  Kixxl  &  Paper  ProducLs  I  Diapers  I  Clonn  I  Health  Kits  I  Water 


Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open  doors. 
The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church™ 


e  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 


rol.  151,  No.  1 


January-February,  2006 


3ishop  Gwinn  responds  to 
concerns  over  pastoral  letter 


0 


(Bishop  Alfred  W.  Gwinn,  resident 
ishop  of  the  Raleigh  Area,  The 
'nited  Methodist  Church,  shares  his 
xoughts  to  questions  resulting  from 
vi  Pastoral  Letter  from  the  Council 
f  Bishops  that  the  UMC  is  open  to 
11.  The  letter  was  issued  after  the 
udicial  Council  reinstated  a  pas- 
w  who  denied  church  membership 
)  a  homosexual.  Both  the  Judicial 
'ouncil  decision  and  the  Pastoral 
etter  were  printed  in  the  Novem- 
er-December  2005  edition  of  the  NC 
'onference  Christian  Advocate) 

Judicial  Council  Decision  1032 
/hich  spoke  to  the  right  of  a  pastor 
determine  membership  in  a  lo- 
al  congregation  has  brought  about 
much  discussion  in  the  life  of  our" 
hurch.  The  Council  of  Bishops 
astoral  Letter  speaking  to  Decision 
032  has  brought  further  discussion, 
fluch  of  the  discussion  has  been 
houghtful  and  helpful.  Some  of 
he  discussion  has  been  judgmental 
nd  harmful.  As  a  result,  many  of 
ou  in  our  North  Carolina  Annual 
onference  have  asked  me  to  speak 
mblicly  regarding  this  subject. 
First,  history  teaches  us  that  the 
jeople  of  God  have  disagreed  on 
/arious  issues  since  the  earliest 
lays  of  the  church.  Some  of  those 
lisagreements  have  been  very  divi- 
ive  and  disruptive  to  the  unity  of 
he  church.  Others  have  been  re- 
spectful and  thoughtful  and  have  ac- 
tually strengthened  the  church.  So  I 
would  remind  us  that  because  there 
are  agreements  with  and  disagree- 
ments with  Decision  1032  this  does 
lot  mean  that  our  church  is  divided 
ar  in  trouble.  We  are  simply  try- 
ing to  work  through  what  it  means 
to  be  the  church  of  the  risen  Lord, 
would  suggest  to  you  that  to  con- 


BISHOP  ALFRED  GWINN 


stantly  advocate  total  agreement  in 
the  life  of  the  church  (meaning  the 
way  "I"  believe)  or  else  the  church 
need  to  split  is  a  bigoted,  arrogant 
and  misguided  attitude. 

Secondly,  I  believe  a  careful  read- 
ing of  the  Council's  Pastoral  Let- 
ter reveals  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  of  Bishops  to  teach  the 
church,  which  is  a  disciplinary  re- 
sponsibility of  the  bishops.  Wheth- 
er a  bishop  agrees  with  or  disagrees 
with  the  polity  and  discipline  of 
the  church  it  is  that  bishop's  RE- 
SPONSIBILITY to  teach  and  guard 
that  polity  and  discipline.  The  2004 
DISCIPLINE  speaks  strongly  about 
whom  is  eligible  for  membership  in 
a  local  church  and  the  Council  of 
Bishops  simply  wanted  to  make  sure 
the  entire  church  understood  where 
it  is  that  the  Discipline  teaches 
about  membership.  Some  believed 
the  Council  of  Bishops  in  teach- 
ing such  were  seeking  to  express 
their  disagreement  with  the  Judi- 
cial Council's  Decision  1032.  For 
me,  that  is  a  hasty  and  disparaging 
(continued  on  page  two) 


Health  kits  are  assmbled  for  shipment  where  needed. 

MERCI  leads  thousands 
responding  to  disasters 


By  Barbara  Tripp  * 

It  never  ceases  to  amaze  me  how 
much  joy  comes  from  doing  the 
Lord's  work.  "Share  one  another's 
burdens  and  in  this  way  you  will 
fulfill  the  law  of  Christ" 

MERCI  and  thousands  of  volun- 
teers have  shared  in  many  ways  this 
year.  We  were  able  to  complete  the 
majority  of  work  from  Hurricane 
Isabel  leaving  us  only  six  jobs  to 
complete.  If  you  might  be  looking 
for  a  great  opportunity  to  fish  as 
well  as  do  the  Lord's  work,  plan  a 
work  team  to  Hyde  County  for  Janu- 
ary. In  all,  4,569  volunteers  worked 
to  complete  39  homes  in  2005. 

After  completing  another  great 
summer  with  our  Footprints  youth, 
who  built  three  new  homes,  we  were 
involved  in  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Again,  the  blessings  are  almost 
overwhelming.  Over  1000  volunteers 
came  to  the  warehouse  between 


September  1  and  Thanksgiving  to 
help.  Thanks  to  their  efforts,  thou- 
sands of  questions  were  answered 
on  thousands  of  phone  calls. 

Over  4,080  cleaning  buckets  were 
packed  and  shipped  bringing  our  to- 
tal from  MERCI  to  over  10,000  buck- 
ets. In  addition  to  those,  our  volun- 
teers sorted,  packed  and  help  ship 
out  54,000  health  kits  this  year,  over 
30,000  to  the  Gulf  Coast  along  with 
800  school  kits,  468  layettes,  and  25 
pallets  of  food.  The  warehouse  was 
filled  and  emptied  many  times  in 
the  process  of  shipping  out  28  truck- 
loads  of  materials  and  supplies. 

With  the  increased  interest  in 
disaster  response  and  the  require- 
ment that  the  first  volunteers  had  to 
be  Early  Response  trained,  MERCI 
helped  train  over  1500  early  response 
volunteers.  Since  our  program  in 
NC  was  well  known,  UMCOR  asked 
(continued  on  page  two) 
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Bishop  Gwinn  responds  to  concerns  over  letter. 


(continued  from  page  one) 

conclusion.  Whether  we  agree  with 
or  disagree  with  Decision  1032  and 
even  the  Discipline's  paragraphs  on 
church  membership,  I  believe  it  is 
important  for  the  Council  of  Bish- 
ops to  be  faithful  to  their  charge  to 
TEACH  doctrine  and  polity.  And,  I 
want  to  assure  you  of  my  personal 
intent  to  be  faithful  to  that  charge 
as  we  move  forward  together  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

Further,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
unanimously  agreed  (though  we 
do  not  all  agree  on  the  homosexual- 
ity issue)  that  Decision  1032  broke 
from  our  long  standing  historical 
tradition  of  pastoral  authority.  Our 
tradition  has  always  allowed  pas- 
toral authority  to  exist  only  in  the 
context  of  being  checked  by  epis- 
copal authority  and/or  covenantal 
authority.  It  is  most  important  to 
make  sure  that  a  pastor  has  the 
right  to  determine  sincerity  and 


commitment  to  baptism  and  mem- 
bership vows  but  to  allow  a  pastor 
to  make  such  a  decision  that  cannot 
be  amended  or  corrected  by  either 
of  these  two  supervisory  systems  is 
foreign  to  our  polity  and  discipline. 
On  this,  every  single  bishop  agreed 
-  regardless  of  our  varied  positions 
on  the  homosexuality  issue! 

To  allow  any  one  clergy  person 
to  make  a  decision  that  cannot  be 
checked  or  changed  by  other  clergy 
or  laity  in  covenant  is  to  move  our 
church  in  a  direction  where  we 
have  never  gone  before.  For  exam- 
ple, a  clergy  person  who  interprets 
the  scriptures  in  certain  ways  as 
it  relates  to  divorce,  gluttony,  etc. 
may  under  this  Decision  1032. re- 
fuse membership  to  any  divorced 
or  overweight  person  and  no  one 
can  amend  that  decision.  Is  that 
the  direction  we  truly  desire  for  our 
church  to  move? 

Our  church  has  always  believed 


MERCI  leads  thousands. . . 


(continued  from  page  one) 

MERCI  to  coordinate  ALL  Early 
Response  Teams  into  the  Gulf  area 
from  outside  states  until  the  local 
conferences  were  ready  to  take  over. 
More  than  200  teams  were  coordi- 
nated in  those  first  six  weeks. 

MERCI  continues  to  aid  in  the 
response  and  recovery  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  states  as  does  the  entire  NC 
Annual  Conference  through  its 
partner  church  agreements. 

While  we  know  the  value  of  being 
prepared,  we  know  now  even  more 
the  value  of  having  emergency  sup- 
plies on  hand.  Instead  of  having  to 
plead  for  items  at  the  last  minute, 
let's  try  something  tried  and  true- 
let's  collect  those  items  now  and 
have  them  on  pallets  ready  to  go 
the  next  time  they  are  needed.  Help 
us  fill  the  MERCI  warehouse  with 
cleaning  buckets,  health  kits,  school 
kits,  and  non  perishable  food.  If  we 
start  now,  we  can  be  ready. 

MERCI  can  help  train  for  many 
aspects  of  disaster  preparedness, 
early  response  teams,  casework, 
damage  assessment,  and  more  are 
all  taught  at  the  Annual  August 


Disaster  Academy.  Many  of  these 
classes  are  available  at  the  local 
church  level  as  well.  This  year  MER- 
CI is  hosting  the  first  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Disaster  Response 
Coordinators  Seminar. 

Do  not  forget  that  MERCI  also 
does  home  repair  for  low-income 
families  as  well  as  the  Neighbor  to 
Neighbor  program  which  enables 
the  local  church  to  do  community 
home  repairs.  Call  MERCI  at  1-888- 
440-0167  for  details. 

New  this  year  is  Rural  Emergency 
Actions  for  Churches  (R.E.A.C.H.). 
This  weekend  seminar  will  help 
prepare  rural  churches  to  respond 
within  their  community  in  a  coop- 
erative effort  with  local  emergency 
officials  as  well  as  conference  assis- 
tance when  needed.  Call  for  details. 

The  weather  forecasters  prom- 
ise many  years  yet  to  come  in  this 
"cycle"  of  more  extreme  storms. 
We  can  be  prepared  to  handle  these 
events.  Together  we  can  "share  the 
burdens"  and  receive  the  "joy"  of 
doing  the  Lord's  work. 

*  Barbara  Tripp  is  executive  director 
of  MERCI  Ministries. 


that  we  are  drawn  to  conversion 
and  community  through  prevenient 
grace,  come  into  community  and 
church  membership  through  justi- 
fying grace  and  in  community  we 
move  into  more  selfless  discipleship 
(perfection)  through  sanctifying 
grace.  To  allow  an  individual  per- 
son to  set  the  standard  of  church 
membership  at  the  sanctifying 
grace  mark  instead  of  the  justify- 
ing grace  mark  is  to  significantly 
change  a  standard  that  existed  even 
long  before  Wesley  began  our  move- 
ment. Since  that  is  a  major  depar- 
ture from  our  tradition  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  in  my  opinion,  needed  to 
state  again  the  long  standing  teach- 
ing of  the  church  regarding  church 
membership. 

I  am  very  confident  we  will  get 
beyond  this  struggle  created  by 


Decision  1032  and  the  Council  o 
Bishops  Pastoral  Letter  as  we  pra 
for  guidance  and  continue  respec 
ful  dialogue.  I  believe  the  Judicis' 
Council  members  are  honorabl 
and  fair  persons  and  felt  they  wer 
interpreting  the  law  of  the  churd 
as  accurately  as  possible  when  the; 
made  their  decision.  I  also  believ 
they  will  be  willing  to  re-examim 
their  decision  in  light  of  additiona 
insight  and  much  dialogue,  as  hai 
been  the  tradition  of  the  Judicia 
Council  since  its  beginning. 


Finally,  I  am  also  very  confiden 
that  the  2008  General  Conference 
will  clarify  our  traditions  and  teach 
ings  on  these  subjects  with  new 
legislation  which  then  the  Judicia 
Council  must  uphold  and  the  Coun 
cil  of  Bishops  must  teach. 


■ 
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Visit  to  orphans  inspires  AIDS  ministry 


3y  Bob  Vernon* 

It  was  a  teenage  girl  caring  for  her 
ihree  brothers  who  personalized  the 
suffering  of  Aids  orphans  in  south- 
ern Africa  for  the  Rev.  Greg  Jenks. 
®  The  former  pastor  of  Christ  Com- 
nunity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clayton  met  this  young  girl  on  a  trip 
ejj  hat  he  and  other  United  Methodists 
va.rom  North  Carolina  made  to  Zim- 
babwe in  2004.  It  was  on  that  trip  to 
explore  ministry  opportunities  Jen- 
is  met  an  orphaned  16-year-old  girl 
who  was  caring  for  her  three  young 
orothers. 
"The  doors  had  always  been 
losed,  but  this  time,  God  not  only 
opened  the  doors,  he  ripped  them 
off  the  hinges!"  Jenks  says,  describ- 
ing how  the  seeds  to  help  AIDS  or- 
phans grew  into  a  ministry. 

"She  took  us  into  her  home  and 
said,  This  is  all  we  have  left  -  all  the 
food  we  have  left.  It  is  enough  to  last 
until  Saturday,  and  then  after  that, 
we'll  just  die,'"  he  says. 

If  there  was  ever  any  doubt  in  his 
mind  about  whether  this  was  where 
God  wanted  him,  he  says,  this  inci- 
dent made  clear  that  this  was  to  be 
his  life's  work.  He  saw  a  personal 
face  to  the  AIDS  pandemic  in  Afri- 
ca, and  the  Zimbabwe  Orphans  En- 
deavor, or  ZOE,  was  born. 

The  World  Health  Organization 
predicts  there  will  be  41  million  chil- 
dren orphaned  by  AIDS  worldwide 
by  the  year  2010.  Ninety  percent  of 
the  orphans  will  be  in  Africa.  Other 
estimates  put  the  African  number 
as  high  as  40  million  orphans,  a 
number  equal  to  the  entire  popula- 
tion of  schoolchildren  in  the  U.S. 

Every  14  seconds,  a  child  is  or- 
phaned by  AIDS,  Jenks  says.  For 
him,  the  tragedy  goes  beyond  num- 
bers. "We  talk  about  AIDS  so  often 
in  the  terms  of  statistics,  but  when 
you  travel  and  spend  time  in  the 
midst  of  it,  it's  not  percentages  any- 
more. It's  faces.  Children's  faces." 

On  his  most  recent  trip  to  Zimba- 
bwe, last  fall,  he  saw  that  the  girl 
had  painted  flowers  on  the  side  of 
her  little  home.  She  had  also  written 
on  the  wall,  in  the  Bantu  language 
of  Shona,  words  that  translated 
into  this  message  from  James  2:26: 
"Faith  without  works  is  dead." 

Jenks  says  this  young  girl  under- 
stands that  Christians  in  America 
put  their  faith  into  action,  and  that 
changed  her  life  half  a  world  away. 
On  their  second  exploratory  trip 


The  Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor, 
created  by  the  Rev.  Greg  Jenks  of 
Clayton,  N.C,  feeds  children  who 
were  orphaned  by  AIDS  and  would 
otherwise  go  hungry.  Jenks  leads 
the  Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor,  or 
ZOE.  (Photos  courtesy  of  the  Rev. 
Greg  Jenks) 

the  team  members  met  a  widow 
who  had  five  children  of  her  own. 
She  took  in  five  more  children  when 
both  of  their  parents  died.  This  wid- 
ow's outreach  has  grown  to  feeding 
100  children  regularly  at  her  home. 

That  widow  has  become  a  hero  for 
Susan  Graebe,  of  Soapstone  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Raleigh,  N.C. 
Graebe  was  a  volunteer  last  year  on 
one  of  Jenks'  eight  two- week  mis- 
sion trips  to  Zimbabwe,  and  she  says 
the  trip  changed  her  life. 

When  she  returned  home,  she  felt 
thankful  for  the  blessings  she  and 
her  family  have  received,  but  she 
also  felt  concern  about  the  waste 
she  sees  around  her  in  the  United 
States.  "The  amount  of  money  that 
we  spend  on  food  that  we  don't  need, 
clothes  that  we  don't  need  or  little 
trinkets  that  we  don't  need  -  you  can 
take  that  money  and  it  could  liter- 
ally save  somebody's  life." 

She  says  she  was  able  to  see  first- 
hand that  Jenks  is  the  perfect  per- 
son to  lead  ZOE.  He  has  a  gift  of 
being  able  to  partner  with  people, 
she  says.  "He  doesn't  go  in  and  say, 
'Oh,  here's  your  problem.  I'm  here 
to  solve  it.'  He  embraces  people  and 
talks  to  them.  He  finds  out  who  they 
are,  and  then  he  looks  at  the  resourc- 
es he  has  to  partner  in  the  situation. 
That,  to  me,  is  what  ministry  should 
be  about." 

Jenks  is  no  longer  pastor  of 
Christ  Community  United  Method- 
ist Church.  He  travels  the  state  and 
nation,  sharing  the  ZOE  story  and 
asking  for  their  support. 

Most  of  the  support  comes  in  the 
form  of  families  pledging  a  monthly 
check  to  ZOE.  The  response  has  en- 


The  Rev.  Greg  Jenks,  of  Clayton, 
North  Carolina,  visits  some  of  the 
8,000  Zimbabwe  AIDS  orphans  fed 
by  his  ZOE  ministry  in  2005.  Jenks 
leads  the  Zimbabwe  Orphans  En- 
deavor, or  ZOE.  He  is  the  former 
pastor  of  Christ  Community  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Clayton,  N.C. 

abled  Jenks  to  surpass  his  goal  of 
feeding  4,000  orphans  in  2005.  The 
number  of  children  fed  by  ZOE  this 
year  has  already  reached  8,000,  and 
the  ministry  is  providing  clothes  for 
1,500  AIDS  orphans  in  Zimbabwe. 
In  some  churches,  the  support 


isn't  only  monetary.  University 
United  Methodist  Church,  of  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  sent  a  medical  team 
with  Jenks  on  a  trip  to  Zimbabwe 
last  April.  The  team  of  two  doctors 
and  four  nurses  from  the  congrega- 
tion worked  alongside  overworked 
Zimbabwean  medical  professionals 
at  United  Methodist  Church  Mis- 
sions Hospitals  in  Mount  Makomwe 
and  Mutambara. 

Jenks  and  another  group  of  vol- 
unteers returned  to  Africa  in  No- 
vember for  a  ninth  mission  trip  to 
find  other  schools  and  missions  that 
ZOE  can  partner  with. 

More  information  about  the  Zim- 
babwe Orphans  Endeavor  is  avail- 
able at  www.zoeministryorg  or  by 
calling  (800)  951-0234. 

*Vernon,  a  member  of  White 
Plains  UMC,  is  a  freelance  pro- 
ducer in  Cary,  N.C.  The  article  was 
written  for  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 


for  your  information.... 

This  second  edition  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Ad- 
vocate is  a  two-month  issue.  Holiday  scheduling  presented  difficulty  in 
reaching  the  monthly  schedule  planned.  The  schedule  adjustment  will 
allow  adjustments  so  the  first  monthly  publication  schedule  will  begin 
in  March.  Our  goal  is  for  you  to  have  each  monthly  issue  before  the 
month  begins  or  early  in  the  first  week. 

Over  the  next  several  months  you  will  see  changes  in  our  conference 
newspaper  as  we  grow  into  this  new  publishing  ministry.  Your  com- 
ments are  always  welcome. 

When  the  Board  of  Publications  decided  to  cease  publication  of  the 
NC  Christian  Advocate,  there  was  a  strong  feeling  among  our  board 
members  that  a  newspaper  should  continue  in  the  NC  Conference. 
Two  newspaper  publishers  on  the  board,  Brownie  Futrell,  publisher  of 
the  Washington  Daily  News,  and  Barry  Merrill,  publisher  of  weekly 
newspapers  in  Princeton  and  Fremont,  led  the  support  for  continued 
publication.  To  assist  with  this  transition  during  the  first  six  issues, 
the  Washington  Daily  News  is  printing  the  newspaper  and  Barry  Mer- 
rill is  doing  the  layout  without  charge.  We  are  grateful  for  their  sup- 
port as  this  publishing  ministry  evolves.  An  advisory  group  will  be 
helping  to  develop  the  mission  objectives  and  goals.  Possibly  a  decision 
will  be  made  to  have  a  special  theme  for  each  issue.  For  example,  most 
of  one  issue  may  be  devoted  to  defining  what  is  a  healthy  congregation 
or  what  is  an  effective  pastor.  The  list  goes  on.  The  Associated  Press 
Stylebook  will  be  used  with  the  publication. 

Editorial  responsibilities  for  the  newspaper  have  been  added  to  cur- 
rent conference  staff  areas  of  responsibility.  No  new  staff  have  been 
added.  Our  objective  is  to  provide  an  informative,  educational,  and 
teaching  ministry  for  clergy  and  laity  in  the  NC  Conference.  The  jour- 
ney has  begun.  If  you  have  questions  or  suggestions,  let  us  know. 

Bill  Norton,  Editor 
bnorton@nccumc.org,  1-800-849-4433. 
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letters  to  the  editor ~~ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  reference  to  the  article  in  the  November/December  edi- 
tion of  the  NCCCA,  "Bishops  Say  Church  Is  Open  To  All". 

I  am  sick  and  tired  of  these  members  of  our  great  United  Methodist 
Church  continually  trying,  in  the  name  of  love  and  inclusiveness,  to  cir- 
cumvent the  moral  and  spiritual  teaching  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures. 

I  agree  that  the  church  is  open  to  all  as  far  as  visiting  a  church  and  par- 
ticipating in  its  worship,  and  that  every  person  is  of  infinite  worth  in  the 
sight  of  God,  our  Heavenly  Father. 

But  our  elite  leaders  are  missing  the  point  on  this  issue.  The  article 
states  that  the  bishops  cited  the  Constitution's  declaration  that,  "...all  peo- 
ple shall  be  eligible  to  attend  the  church's  worship  services,  participate 
in  its  programs,  receive  the  sacrament,  be  admitted  as  baptized  members, 
"and  upon  taking  the  vows  declaring  the  Christian  faith,  become  profess- 
ing members  in  any  local  church  in  the  connection."  But  it  does  NOT  say, 
"Do  all  these  things  and  continue  to  live  in  sin  and  even  gloat  about  it, 
flaunt  it  and  glory  in  it. 

Now,  my  question  is,  "What  is  declaring  the  Christian  faith?  Is  it  saying, 
"I  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  my  Lord  and  Savior  but  refuse  to  repent  of  my 
sin"?  Is  this  what  declaring  the  Christian  faith  has  come  to  in  our  former- 
ly "Holy  minded  church"?  Somewhere  I  remember  that  repentance  meant 
something  like  being  sorry  for  falling  into  sin  and  seeking  to  turn  from  it 
to  walk  in  holiness  toward  God. 

Friends,  if  we  cannot  expect  people  entering  our  church  on  profession 
of  faith  to  turn  from  sin,  how  can  we  ever  endeavor  to  call  ourselves  by 
the  Name  of  a  Holy  God  and  Lord?  It  is  time  we  put  away  our  bending 
the  Word  of  God  to  accommodate  sin.  If  persons  who  are  oriented  toward 
homosexuality  and  lesbianism  want  to  become  a  part  of  the  Living  Body 
of  Christ,  let  them  turn  from  their  sinful  way  and  seek  a  life  of  holiness 
worthy  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  Enough  said! 

Ronald  Gardner,  retired,  Reidsville,  NC 
(This  letter  was  edited  for  length) 


To  the  Editor: 

Most  United  Methodists  in  NC  are  aware  of  the  wonderful  facilities  and 
disaster  recovery  ministries  of  the  MERCI  center  in  Goldsboro.  Perhaps, 
my  friends  you  are  less  aware  of  a  powerful  ministry  MERCI  has  that  is 
not  related  to  disaster  recovery,  and  that  ministry  is  in  desperate  need  of 
financial  support. 

MERCI  has  a  program  called  Neighbor  to  Neighbor  project.  MERCI  pro- 
vides funding  up  to  $3000  dollars  in  order  to  assist  in  badly  needed  home 
repairs  for  those  who  do  not  have  the  funds  to  do  so.  The  local  church 
is  responsible  for  providing  the  labor  for  the  repairs.  In  recent  months, 
Atlantic  UMC  took  advantage  of  this  wonderful  ministry  for  two  families. 
One  elderly  couple  needed  their  home  re-roofed.  The  application  was  sent 
in  to  MERCI,  approval  was  granted,  an  account  set  up  at  the  local  Lowe's 
building  supply  store,  volunteers  went  into  action,  and  a  new  roof  was  in 
place. 

The  second  family  needed  internal  remodeling  done  as  one  of  the  oc- 
cupants is  now  100%  wheel  chair  bound.  He  could  not  get  around  in  his 
home  due  to  the  narrowness  of  the  hallway  and  some  of  the  doors.  His 
shower  facilities  were  difficult  for  him  to  get  into.  Again,  the  application 
was  submitted,  approval  granted,  an  account  set  up,  and  today,  Jim  is  able 
to  be  mobile  in  his  home  and  access  his  restroom  and  shower  facilities. 

Friends,  this  is  just  two  cases  of  the  wonderful  ministry  that  we  as 
United  Methodists  accomplish  on  a  regular  basis  through  our  Methodist 
connnection.  For  MERCI  to  continue  this  ministry,  as  with  any  ministry, 
there  is  a  need  for  financial  resources.  I  encourage  each  church  to  take 
up  an  offering  to  support  the  NEIGHBOR  TO  NEIGHBOR  project  offered 
through  MERCI.  Who  knows  when  you  may  need  to  help  a  neighbor  out. 

I  praise  God  for  all  the  wonderful  ministry  that  the  folks  at  MERCI  ac- 
complish each  day  and  invite  all  United  Methodists  to  keep  them  in  their 
prayers. 

Chris  Humphreys,  Pastor,  Atlantic  UMC 


Annual  Conference  meets 
June  14-17  in  Greenville 


By  Jerry  Bryan  * 

The  NC  Annual  Conference  will 
meet  in  the  Greenville-Pitt  County 
Convention  Center,  June  14  - 17.  This 
is  the  first  time  the  conference  has 
met  outside  Fayetteville  since  1973, 
with  the  exception  of  1986  when  it 
met  in  Durham. 

Begin  now  making  your  plans 
to  be  present  and  participate  in  an  ex- 
citing annual  conference.  The  An- 
nual Conference  Planning  Com- 
mittee has  met  and  will  be  meeting 
again  in  late  January  to  accomplish 
more  detailed  work  pertaining  to 
the  daily  agenda,  and  other  things 
that  go  into  helping  carry  out  the 
conference. 

The  theme  for  2006  Annual  Con- 
ference is  "Walking  in  The  Light 
of  God."  This  will  be  the  second 
year  in  the  Annual  Conference  Qua- 
drennial Emphasis,  "In  The  Light 
of  God." 

Get  a  headstart  in  your  planning 
the  June  gathering  by  going  to  the 
conference  web-site,  www.nccumc. 
org,  and  selecting  the  item  in  the 
upper  right  drop  down  box  to  items 
pertaining  to  the  2006  Annual  Con- 
ference. Links  can  be  found  to  ho- 
tels and  other  items.  Secure  your 
housing  now.  In  addition  to  the 
hotels,  rooms  will  be  available  in  a 
dorm  on  the  campus  of  East  Caro- 
lina University.  Registration  let- 
ters and  other  information  will  be 
mailed  out  in  the  early  spring. 

Any  group,  wanting  to  have  a 
special  meal,  should  make  plans 
to  contact  Andrew  Schmidt  at  the 
Greenville  Convention  Center  and 
he  will  provide  assistance.  Space 
will  be  limited  for  display  tables  this 


year.  If  you  have  had  a  display  table 
for  ministry  emphasis  in  the  past 
and  want  to  have  one  in  Greenville, 
please  make  reservations  with  the 
Office  of  the  Conference  Secretary. 

Questions  concerning  the  2006 
Annual  Conference  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  Conference  Secretary 
Jerry  Bryan,  or  Administrative  As- 
sistant, Shannon  Medlin,  in  Raleigh 
at  the  Methouist  Budding  (1-800-849- 
4433). 

*  Jerry  Bryan  is  North  Carolina 
Conference  Secretary 


By  William  Allen  * 
•www.umc-gbcs.org  -  Web  site  for 
The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Information  on  its  five  ar- 
eas of  ministry:  (1)  Public  Witness 
and  Advocacy  (2)  Administration  (3) 
Ministry  of  Resourcing  Congrega- 
tional Life,  (4)United  Nations  Min- 
istry, (5)  Communications. 
•www.umc.org  The  online  ministry 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
This  site  includes  a  news  service, 
articles  on  beliefs,  mission  updates, 
ministry  tools,  and  topics.  Locate 
churches,  ministries  conferences, 
and  agencies. 

•www.upperroom.org  Shows  the  dai- 
ly devotionals,  information  about 
its  prayer  center  and  bookstore,  and 
pictures  of  the  chapel. 

*William  Allen,  a  member  of  the 
Communications  Circle,  is  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Fuquay-Varina. 
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Duke  Endowment  awards  $35  million  in  grants 


CHARLOTTE,  NC  --  At  their  De- 
cember meeting,  the  trustees  of 
The  Duke  Endowment  approved 
grants  of  $35,335,082  to  organiza- 
tions in  North  Carolina  and  South 
Carolina,  bringing  the  total  for  the 
year  to  approximately  $125  million, 
a  new  annual  record  for  the  81 -year- 
old  foundation. 

The  Endowment,  established  in 
1924  by  North  Carolina  industrialist 
and  philanthropist  James  B.  Duke, 
serves  the  people  of  North  Carolina 
and  South  Carolina  by  supporting 
selected  programs  of  higher  educa- 
tion, health  care,  children's  welfare, 
and  spiritual  life. 

This  most  recent  group  of  grants 
includes  some  $20.6  million  for  not- 
for-profit  hospitals  and  other  health 
care  organizations  in  the  Caroli- 
nas,  $7.5  million  for  building  and 
operating  rural  United  Methodist 
churches  and  supporting  retired 
United  Methodist  pastors  and  their 
families  and  $6  million  for  not-for- 
profit  children's  homes  and  other 
children's  welfare  programs  that 
support  adoption  or  prevent  child 
abuse  and  neglect. 

Following  are  grants  which  were 
awarded  to  churches  and  organiza- 
tions within  the  North  Carolina  An- 
nual Conference: 

$40,000  Bethel  UMC,  La- 
Grange  -  to  build  a  new  fellowship 
hall  and  education  bldg 

$40,000  Broad  Creek  UMC, 
Newport  -  to  build  a  new  sanctuary. 

$40,000  Cokesbury  UMC, 
Henderson  -  to  build  a  new  fellow- 
ship hall. 

$40,000 
teras  -  to 
floor. 

$40,000  Hertford  UMC,  Hert- 
ford -  to  renovate  the  sanctuary  and 
fellowship  hall. 

$30,064  Little  River  UMC, 
Mt.  Gilead  -  to  build  a  new  multipur- 
pose center. 

$50,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  rural  UMCs  with 
accessibility  projects. 

$25,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  provide  building 
inspections. 

$40,000  Pilmoor  Memorial 
UMC,  Currituck  -  to  renovate  class- 
rooms. 

$40,000  Seaside  UMC,  Sun- 
set Beach  -  to  build  a  new  sanctuary 


Hatteras  UMC,  Hat- 
restore  the  sanctuary 


and  renovate  fellowship  hall. 
$40,000         Stovall  UMC,  Oxford 

-  to  build  a  new  sanctuary. 
$40,000         Walker  Memorial 

UMC,  LaGrange  -  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary  and  fellowship  hall. 

$25,000  Aurora  UMC,  Au- 
rora -  to  establish  Footprints  Teen 
Center,  an  educational/recreational 
program. 

$50,000  Burlington  District, 
UMC,  Burlington  -  to  develop  mod- 
els for  leadership  training,  using 
parishes  in  the  Burlington  District 
and  done  in  partnership  with  Rural 
Advancement  Foundation  Interna- 
tional (RAFI). 

$25,000  Calvary  Memorial 
UMC,  Snow  Hill  -  to  provide  tech- 
nology training,  an  after-school  pro- 
gram, and  a  mobile  computer  train- 
ing lab. 

$20,000  Camp  UMC,  Shal- 
lotte  -  to  improve  and  expand  the 
Congregate  Meals  and  Meals  on 
Wheels 

$50,000  Cedar  Grove  UMC, 
Cedar  Grove  -  to  create  a  commu- 
nity garden,  to  provide  nutritious 
food  for  the  community  and  teach 
land  stewardship  skills. 

$20,000  Christ  Community 
UMC,  Clayton  -  to  establish  a  His- 
panic/Latino ministry  program. 

$10,000  Dixon  Chapel  UMC, 
Supply  -  purchase  a  bus  to  provide 
medical  transportation  for  senior 
citizens  of  the  community. 

$25,000  Evergreen  UMC, 
Chapel  Hill  -  to  expand  a  food  pantry 
to  allow  them  to  store  more  food  and 
serve  more  clients. 

$50,000         Faison  UMC,  Faison 

-  to  establish  a  parish  nurse  pro- 
gram. 

$20,000  Goldsboro  District, 
UMC  Goldsboro  -  to  establish  the 
position  of  a  district  Christian  edu- 
cator. 

$24,000  Hamilton  UMC,  Rob- 
ersonville  -  to  establish  food  pantries 
in  Robersonville  and  Hamilton. 

$30,000  Leah's  Chapel  -  Shi- 
loh  UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  establish  a 
child  care  center. 

$120,000  Moyock  UMC, 
Moyock  -  to  establish  a  before-  and 
after-school  program,  a  preschool 
program  and  a  full-time  child  care 
program. 

$15,000  New  Beginnings 
UMC,  Youngsville  -  to  maintain  a  tu- 
toring program. 


$4,400  Norlina  UMC,  Norli- 

na  -  to  make  building  improvements 
for  the  child  care  program. 

$50,000  Annual  Conference, 
Raleigh  -  to  the  office  of  ethnic  mi- 
nority churches  in  the  N.C.  Annual 
Conference  to  strengthen  ethnic  mi- 
nority rural  UMCs. 

$10,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  with  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrew's  Hunger  Summit. 

$20,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  provide  guide- 
lines for  building  environmentally- 
friendly  structures. 

$20,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  strengthen  rural 
churches  through  the  Town  &  Coun- 
try Committee. 

$50,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  expand  Hispanic/ 
Latino  ministry  within  the  confer- 
ee. 

$10,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  the  Board  of  Or- 
dained Ministry  for  continuing  edu- 
cation scholarships  for  rural  United 
Methodist  pastors. 

$50,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  the  Rural  Advance- 
ment Foundation,  L,  to  identify  and 
educate  leaders  on  the  economic  is- 
sues affecting  their  congregations. 

$68,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  provide  infor- 
mation technology  upgrades  for 
the  MERCI  Center  and  to  establish 
REACH,  to  prepare  UMCs  for  emer- 
gencies. 

$50,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  provide  the  Liv- 
ing the  Word  program,  sponsored 
by  the  Council  of  Churches,  to  fund 
leadership  training. 

$15,000  Annual  Conference, 
UMC,  Raleigh  -  to  create  a  consul- 
tant position  that  will  establish, 
evaluate,  and  improve  the  quality 
of  child  care  programs. 

$22,500  Page  Memorial  UMC, 
Biscoe  -  to  create  an  administrative 
position  within  the  East  Montgom- 
ery Churches  United  crisis  and  so- 
cial service  assistae  program. 

$10,000  Pilmoor  Memorial 
UMC,  Currituck  -  to  relocate  and 
expand  the  food  pantry,  serving  the 
hungry  in  the  community. 

$10,000  Pilmoor  Memorial 
UMC,  Currituck  -  to  expand  and  re- 
locate the  child  care  program. 

$20,000  Piney  Grove  UMC, 
Siler  City  -  to  provide  domestic  vio- 


lee  prevention  training  and  aware- 
ness activities. 

$20,000  Pleasant  Green 
UMC,  Durham  -  to  expand  the  after- 
school  and  summer  programs. 

$30,000  Regan  UMC,  Lum- 
berton  -  to  Roberson  County  Church 
and  Community  Center  to  establish 
a  home  store. 

$25,000  Rockingham  Dis- 
trict, UMC  Cooperative  Ministry, 
Pembroke  -  for  the  position  of  coor- 
dinator of  the  Rockingham  District 
Native  American  Cooperative  Min- 
istry. 

$20,000  Salem  UMC,  Fayette- 
ville  -  to  maintain  a  child  care  pro- 
gram. 

$15,000  Salem  UMC,  Hurdle 
Mills  -  to  construct  a  playground 
and  assist  with  preparation  for  a 
preschool. 

$34,000  Sanford  District, 
UMC,  Sanford  -  to  establish  a  His- 
panic/Latino ministry. 

$40,000  Saxapahaw  UMC, 
Saxapahaw  -  to  create  a  middle 
school  after-school  program. 

$25,000  Saxapahaw  UMC, 
Saxapahaw  -  to  establish  a  thrift 
store  with  revenues  supporting  the 
church's  Mosaic  Rural  Wellness 
Center 

$20,000  Sharon  UMC.  Kin- 
ston  -  to  establish  a  child  care  pro- 
gram. 

$40,000  Sharon  UMC,  Kin- 
ston  -  to  establish  an  after-school 
program. 

$20,000  Sharon  UMC,  Ayd- 
lett  -  to  provide  a  computer  lab  for 
the  church's  youth  and  community. 

$110,000  Solid  Rock  UMC,  Ol- 
ivia -  to  maintain  a  child  care  pro- 
gram, a  preschool  program,  a  be- 
fore- and  after-school  program,  and 
a  summer  program. 

$40,000  Wilmington  District, 
UMC,  Wilmington  -  to  establish  a 
parish  nurse  program. 

$25,000  Wilmington  District, 
UMC,  Wilmington  -  to  aid  Hispanic/ 
Latino  assimilation  in  the  commu- 
nity and  churches. 

$16,000  Woodland  UMC,  Al- 
bertson  -  to  update  the  current  pre- 
school playground  to  meet  state  re- 
quirements. 

$633,660  Annual  Conference 
of  the  UMC,  Raleigh  -  for  pensions 
to  retired  ministers  and/ or  widows 
and  dependent  children  of  deceased 
ministers 
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50  ways  to  honor  your  clergy  woman 


By  Linda  Bloom* 

(During  the  1956  General  Con- 
ference women  were  granted  full 
clergy  rights.  The  2004  General 
Conference  authorized  a  year-long 
celebration  in  2006  for  each  an- 
nual conference  and  local  church. 
The  following  article  has  sugges- 
tions for  this  celebration  and  a 
link  for  obtaining  information.) 

Take  a  clergywoman  to  lunch. 

Or  honor  her  with  flowers  on 
the  altar,  create  a  scholarship  in 
her  name,  invite  her  to  preach  at 
your  church. 

These  are  some  of  the  50  sug- 
gestions offered  on  a  poster 
marking  "50  Ways  to  Celebrate 
the  50th  Anniversary  of  Full 
Clergy  Rights  for  Women"  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  full-size  poster,  available 
for  purchase,  is  a  joint  project  of 
the  denomination's  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women 
and  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Designed  to  give  local  congre- 
gations, pastors,  Sunday  school 
teachers,  youth  groups  and  oth- 
ers ideas  on  how  to  mark  the 
anniversary,  the  poster  also  pro- 
motes awareness  of  the  history 
and  current  role  of  clergywom- 
en,  according  to  M.  Garlinda 
Burton,  the  commission's  chief 
executive. 

Burton  said  she  became  more 
aware  of  the  longtime  contribu- 
tions of  women  in  the  denomina- 
tion as  she  worked  on  the  poster 
project. 

"Long  before  we  officially 
started  ordaining  women,  wom- 
en have  been  pastors  and  preach- 
ers," she  explained.  "In  1956,  we 
just  caught  up  with  what  had 
been  an  ancient  Judeo-Chris- 
tian  practice  of  having  women 
preach  and  teach." 

As  the  poster  points  out,  Sarah 
Crosby  became  the  first  wom- 
an, in  1761,  licensed  to  preach 
by  John  Wesley,  the  founder  of 
Methodism.  Today,  nearly  one- 
quarter  of  all  United  Methodist 


clergy  are  women. 

Burton  said  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  has  a  commendable 
record  when  it  comes  to  recog- 
nizing the  gifts  of  women.  "I'm 
always  proud  of  what  a  paceset- 
ter our  denomination  has  been. 
People  continue  to  look  to  us  as 
a  role  model  for  nurturing  and 
training  and  allowing  women's 
gifts  to  have  impact." 

Among  the  poster's  sugges- 
tions for  marking  the  50th  anni- 
versary: 

•Write  a  note  to  a  female  pastor, 
missionary  or  bishop  who  has 
influenced  your  life. 

•Create  a  scholarship  in  honor 
of  the  first  clergywoman  in  your 
conference. 

•Honor  clergywomen  in  the 
congregation,  district  or  confer- 
ence during  Women's  History 
Month  in  March. 

•Sponsor  a  listening  event 
where  clergywomen  of  color  talk 
about  the  challenges  they  face. 

•Invite  teen  girls  to  your  next 
clergywomen's  gathering. 

•Learn  the  names  of  the  16 
active  and  four  retired  women 
bishops. 

•Use  music,  art,  stories  and  dra- 
ma to  explore  themes  of  women 
in  ministry. 

•Visit  the  Anna  Howard  Shaw 
Center  at  United  Methodist-re- 
lated Boston  University  School 
of  Theology. 

One  copy  of  the  poster  is  being 
mailed  to  every  local  church,  as 
well  as  to  chairpersons  of  an- 
nual conference  commissions  on 
the  status  and  role  of  women,  ac- 
cording to  Burton. 

Her  agency  is  also  creating  a 
button  for  the  50th  anniversary, 
which  she  expects  will  be  ready 
after  the  first  of  the  year. 

Ordering  information  will  be 
available  soon  at  www.gbhem. 
org/ clergywomen. 

*Bloom  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based 
in  New  York. 


Women  are  active  at  all  levels  of  the  church.  Bishops  Charlene  Kam- 
merer  (foreground,  left)  and  Violet  Fisher  (foreground,  right)  join  in 
a  blessing  at  the  Council  of  Bishops'  fall  gathering. 


Methodist  Home  for  Children 
Sunday  is  February  19 

I  am  writing  to  encourage  you  —and  all  the  United  Methodist 
churches  in  our  North  Carolina  Conference — to  take  an  offering 
on  or  around  Sunday,  February  19, 2006,  to  support,  recognize,  and 
affirm  the  ministry  of  Methodist  Home  for  Children. 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  works  to  build  strong  families,  pro- 
tect children  who  are  hurting,  and  help  heal  the  scars  of  abuse, 
neglect,  and  family  disruption.  Its  mission,  in  service  to  God,  is  to 
build  upon  the  social,  physical,  emotional,  and  spiritual  strengths 
of  children,  youth  and  families  and  to  affirm  their  worth.  MHC 
serves  more  than  1,500  children  and  families  each  year  through 
an  array  of  community-based  services,  including  residential 
group  homes,  therapeutic  foster  care,  in-home  intervention  and 
family  counseling  programs,  early  childhood  development  ser- 
vices, and  adoptions  for  children  with  special  needs. 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  Sunday  was  instituted  to  help  local 
churches  support  the  mission  of  this  most  important  agency.  The 
United  Methodist  Women  have  been  very  instrumental  in  making 
MHC  Sunday  successful  and  will  coordinate  the  distribution  of 
offering  envelopes  and  materials.  Each  local  UMW  chapter  will 
receive  materials  from  their  district  presidents  later  this  month. 

I  encourage  you  to  invite  a  youth  or  family  member  who  has 
benefited  from  MHC's  services,  or  a  board  or  staff  member  from 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  to  come  speak  to  your  congregation 
on  MHC  Sunday  or  another  Sunday.  Please  call  Methodist  Home 
for  Children  at  888-305-4321  and  speak  with  Jennifer  Cooper  (ext. 
305)  to  make  arrangements.  You  can  also  call  MHC  with  any  fur- 
ther questions,  or  if  your  church  doesn't  have  a  UMW  group  and 
needs  additional  offering  envelopes. 

Please  join  in  supporting  this  organization  on  MHC  Sunday. 


In  His  Service, 

Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr. 
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out  of  the  qV~   

^  Cedar  Grove  begins  community  garden  ministry 


By  Fred  Bahnson  * 

Cedar  Grove  United  Method- 
ist Church  has  received  a  $50,000 
grant  from  The  Duke  Endowment 
for  its  new  ministry,  Anathoth 
Community  Garden.  The  church 
sees  this  ministry  as  an  experi- 
ment in  "Church-Supported  Agri- 
culture." 

"This  project  combines  Cedar 
Grove's  community  outreach 
with  a  genuine  care  for  the  envi- 
ronment," said  W.  Joseph  Mann, 
director  of  the  Rural  church  Di- 
vision of  The  Duke  Endowment. 
"We  are  excited  by  this  a  creative 
example  of  church  involvement  in 
the  life  of  the  community." 

The  name  "Anathoth"  comes 
from  the  Old  Testament.  Anathoth 
was  the  field  God  told  Jeremiah  to 
buy  during  the  Babylonian  siege 
of  Jerusalem.  Jeremiah  bought 
this  field  as  a  sign  of  God's  hope 
during  a  time  of  social  upheaval. 

With  five  acres  of  land  gener- 
ously donated  by  a  local  African- 
American  family,  Cedar  Grove 
UMC  hopes  that  this  garden  will 
also  become  a  sign  of  God's  hope 
in  the  present.  Pastor  Grace  Hack- 
ney sees  the  garden  as  a  place  to 
"provide  nutritious  food  for  the 
community,  to  teach  faithful  land 
stewardship  practices,  and  to  pre- 
serve and  honor  the  rural  charac- 
ter of  this  community." 

Anathoth  Community  Garden 
received  its  first  crops  this  fall,  gar- 
lic and  blueberry  bushes,  with  the 
help  of  many  volunteers.  There 


is  much  more  work  ahead.  Before 
spring  arrives,  plans  are  to  get  a 
well  drilled,  install  a  deer  fence,  and 
build  a  tool  shed,  mostly  aided  by 
volunteers. 

After  the  infrastructure  is  in  place, 
planting  will  begin  for  the  spring 
crop,  including  broccoli,  cabbage 
and  greens.  In  addition  to  teach- 
ing classes  on  organic  agriculture, 
the  church  hopes  that  the  garden 
will  become  a  site  of  reconciliation 
across  racial,  geographic,  and  reli- 
gious divides. 

Jeremiah's  call  to  'pluck  up  and 
tear  down,'  to  'plant  gardens  and  eat 
what  they  produce'  and  to  'seek  the 
peace  of  the  city'  were  the  bases  for 
the  vision  of  the  community  gar- 
den. Concrete  particulars  of  this  vi- 
sion include  Bible  classes  focusing 
on  stewardship  of  the  earth,  youth 
programs,  harvest  festival  celebra- 
tions, and  a  prison  ministry. 

The  original  vision  for  organiz- 
ing a  land-focused  church  ministry 
came  from  Hackney,  who  became 
pastor  of  Cedar  Grove  UMC  soon 
after  completing  a  Masters  in  Divin- 
ity from  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
2003.  Before  she  arrived,  the  entire 
church  had  burned  to  the  ground. 
With  the  help  of  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment, a  new  church  arose  out  of  the 
ashes  of  the  old.  The  first  worship 
service  in  the  new  building  was  held 
in  May  2005. 

Hackney  sees  the  garden  ministry 
as  a  continuation  of  what  that  the 
church  had  already  begun.  "We  be- 
lieve that  the  vision  for  this  garden 


Cedar  Grove  members  begin  preparing  the  garden  spot 


has  come  through  our  faithfulness 
as  a  church  in  our  study  and  prac- 
tice of  faithful  discipleship.  We 
have  been  learning  together  how  to 
be  faithful  disciples  not  just  in  be- 
lief but  in  action,  not  just  in  what 
we  say  but  in  how  we  live." 

The  $50,000  grant  will  be  used  to  get 
the  garden  going,  and  to  hire  Fred 
Bahnson  as  the  full-time  garden 
manager,  a  job  he  has  fill  part-time 
since  August.  His  role  is  described 
as  "minister  of  the  land" — a  combi- 
nation of  farmer,  teacher,  commu- 
nity organizer,  and  theologian.  A 
member  of  Chapel  Hill  Mennonite 
Fellowship,  Bahnson  earned  a  Mas- 
ters of  Theological  Studies  from 
Duke  Divinity  School  in  2000.  He 
has  studied  sustainable  agriculture 
at  Carolina  Central  Community  Col- 


lege, and  has  farmed  his  own  land 
in  Orange  County  for  two  years. 

Established  in  1924  by  North 
Carolina  industrialist  and  philan- 
thropist James  B.  Duke,  The  Duke 
Endowment  is  one  of  the  nation's 
largest  private  foundations.  Its 
mission  is  to  serve  the  people  of 
North  Carolina  and  South  Caro- 
lina by  supporting  selected  pro- 
grams of  higher  education,  health 
care,  children's  welfare,  and  spiri- 
tual life. 

For  more  information,  or  to 
become  a  volunteer,  please  con- 
tact Fred  Bahnson:  ffbahnson@ 
hotmail.com  or  Grace  Hackney: 
Gracecgumc@aol.com. 

*  Fred  Bahnson  is  garden  manager 
of  Anathoth  Community  Garden 


Michael  Safley  honored  during  retirement 


Dr.  Michael  W.  Safley  was  honored 
upon  his  retirement  as  president 
and  CEO  of  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  with  the  Order  of  the  Long 
Leaf  Pine  award,  induction  into 
MHC's  Guardian  Angel  Society,  the 
unveiling  of  his  presidential  por- 
trait, and  the  naming  of  a  new  fund, 


"The  Michael  W  Safley  Scholarship 
Fund." 

The  presentations  were  made  in 
early  December  by  members  of  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  Board 
of  Directors,  fellow  clergy,  friends 
and  family. 

Billy  Griffin,  president  of  the  MO/ 
MHC  Alumni  Association  unveiled 
Safley's  portrait.  "In  keeping  with 
the  tradition  of  Methodist  Home  for 
Children,  your  portrait  will  hang 
alongside  those  of  other  former 
CEOs.  It  is  a  joy  to  make  this  pre- 
sentation in  honor  of  your  tenure 
among  us,"  said  Griffin. 

Dr.  Lloyd  "Vic"  Hackley,  former 
MHC  Board  Chair,  presented  Safley 
with  a  statue  of  a  Guardian  Angel 
symbolizing  his  membership  in  the 
Society  of  the  same  name.  Members 


of  this  society,  through  their  time, 
talents,  and  resources,  have  made 
extraordinary  commitments  to  the 
children,  youth  and  families  served 
by  the  MHC.  Hackley  noted,  "Mike, 
over  the  past  eight  years,  you  have 
breathed  new  life  and  enthusiasm 
into  the  mission  of  this  agency" 

NC  Department  of  Juvenile  Jus- 
tice and  Delinquency  Prevention 
Secretary  George  L.  Sweat  presen- 
ted Safley  with  the  Order  of  the 
Long  Leaf  Pine,  one  of  the  most 
prestigious  awards  conferred  by  the 
Governor  of  North  Carolina.  It  is 
the  highest  civilian  honor  granted 
in  the  state.  Secretary  Sweat  than- 
ked Mike  for  nurturing  the  innova- 
tive partnership  currently  at  work 
between  MHC  and  his  department. 

As  a  tribute  to  Safley,  Ms.  Beth  Nor- 


ris,  MHC  Board  member,  announced 
the  naming  of  "The  Michael  W.  Sa- 
fley Scholarship  Fund"  at  the  MHC 
Foundation.  It  will  be  used  for  scho- 
larships to  young  people  who  have 
been  in  MHC's  care  and  are  starting 
or  continuing  their  enrollment  at  a 
post-secondary  school  institution. 
"Mike's  vision  to  serve  youth,  even 
after  they  formally  leave  our  care, 
will  be  strengthened  and  enhanced 
with  this  fund,"  noted  Norris. 

Individuals  and  churches  are  in- 
vited to  make  a  gift  to  the  new  fund 
in  Safley's  honor.  Checks  payable 
to  "MHC  Foundation"  with  "Sa- 
fley Fund"  written  in  the  lower  left 
memo  line  may  be  mailed  to  1041 
Washington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC 
27605. 
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An  ambassador  for  church,  NC  Wesleyan  College 


By  Johnny  Branch  * 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Collins  died 
on  Monday,  December  12,  2005  at 
Duke  Hospital.  Tom  walked  this 
life's  journey  for  84  years.  His  wife 
of  61  years,  Anna  Galloway  Collins, 
four  children,  nine  grandchildren 
and  three  great  grandchildren  sur- 
vive him. 

Tom  was  born  in  Rome,  Georgia. 
His  parents  were  Earl  Strathmore 
and  Hazel  Alverson  Collins.  He 
graduated  from  Sidney  Lanier  High 
School  in  Montgomery,  Alabama 
in  1937.  He  graduated  form  Asbury 
College  in  Wilmore,  Kentucky  in 
1941  and  received  his  Master  of  Di- 
vinity degrees  from  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  and 
Asbury  College  in  1944.  In  1961, 
High  Point  College  awarded  him  the 
Doctor  of  Divinity  degree. 

He  was  the  founding  president  of 
North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  in 
Rocky  Mount. 

I  first  heard  Dr.  Collins  in  1964 
when  he  spoke  at  our  Church  about 
Christian  higher  education  and  N. 
C.  Wesleyan  College.  His  words  that 
day  were  exciting  and  challenging 
to  the  congregation.  He  not  only 
shared  the  vision  about  Christian 
higher  education  with  the  local 
churches  in  Rocky  Mount,  he  took 
every  opportunity  to  tell  everyone 
he  met  and  every  organization  he 
attended  about  N.C.  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege. He  even  accepted  an  invita- 
tion to  come  and  speak  to  the  local 
High  Y  club  on  a  Saturday  morning. 
He  was  an  ambassador  for  N.C.  Wes- 
leyan and  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Rocky  Mount. 

Dr.  Collins  touched  many  persons 
at  N.C.  Wesleyan  College.  His  door 
was  always  open  to  the  students  and 
to  the  faculty.  Dr.  Collins  cared  for 
the  students  that  attended  Wesley- 
an. He  would  often  take  time  out  of 
his  busy  schedule  and  help  students 
to  discover  ways  to  attend  Wesleyan. 
He  was  a  pastor  to  the  staff  and  the 
students  as  well  as  the  president  of 
the  college  from  1959  to  1975. 

Under  his  leadership  as  Wesley- 
an's  president,  capital  investments 
totaling  approximately  $2  million 
made  possible  the  construction  of 


the  College's  main  buildings.  In 
1964,  33  students  received  their  de- 
grees at  Wesleyan's  first  commence- 
ment. The  next  decade  saw  the  com- 
pletion of  principal  construction 
on  campus  as  well  as  the  addition 
of  Everett  Gymnasium,  the  Eliza- 
beth Braswell  Pearsall  Library,  and 
Spruill  Infirmary.  One  of  the  first 
residence  halls  at  Wesleyan,  Collins 
Hall,  is  named  in  his  honor. 

Tom  inspired  and  touched  many 
lives  throughout  his  61  years  as  a 
Methodist  minister  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  He  served  as 
pastor  in  eight  churches.  While 
serving  as  secretary  of  the  Confer- 
ence Board  of  Missions,  he  helped 
to  create  and  start  72  new  churches 
in  the  NC  Conference. 

He  helped  to  organize  the  Ten  Dol- 
lar Club  that  provided  and  contin- 
ues to  provide  financial  support  for 
new  churches.  Today,  many  of  those 
churches  are  still  growing  and  shar- 
ing God's  grace  because  of  Tom's  vi- 
sion many  years  ago. 

He  served  as  assistant  to  the  Bish- 
op and  Cabinet  for  Church  Exten- 
sion, as  Raleigh  District  Superinten- 
dent, and  as  assistant  to  the  Cabinet 
for  New  Church  Development  and 
the  Continuation  Campaign. 

Tom  loved  the  Mission  Society  He 
was  always  ready  and  willing  to  tell 
others  about  it  and  how  the  society 
was  proclaiming  the  "Good  News" 
all  over  the  world. 

Tom  loved  young  people.  He  was  in- 
volved with  the  youth  in  the  church- 
es where  he  served.  He  was  involved 
with  Youth  for  Christ  while  pastor 
at  St.  Marks  in  Raleigh  and  later  as 
Raleigh  District  Superintendent. 
In  retirement,  he  continued  to  help 
in  youth  ministries.  He  would  even 
give  up  his  Saturdays  and  travel  to 
UNC  to  work  a  concession  booth  to 
help  Aldersgate's  youth  raise  funds. 
Tom  would  sell  hotdogs,  popcorn, 
soft  drinks,  nachos,  peanuts  and 
other  items  for  over  five  hours  so 
that  the  youth  would  be  able  to  ac- 
complish their  goals  throughout  the 
year.  He  would  start  the  day  with  a 
smile  and  he  would  end  it  with  one, 
while  the  rest  of  us  complained 
about  our  aching  feet. 


Tom  loved  the  local  church.  He 
enjoyed  singing  in  the  choir,  lead- 
ing small  groups  and  teaching  Sun- 
day school  classes.  Each  year,  he 
would  sing  a  solo  at  the  worship 
services.  He  would  introduce  the 
song;  dedicate  it  to  the  Lord  and  to 
Anne  for  journeying  with  him.  Tom 
and  Anna  "Anne"  were  married  on 
August  17,  1944.  He  touched  many 
hearts  and  souls  as  he  sang  those 
words  with  great  compassion  and 
emotion.  This  past  year  he  sang  No 
One  Ever  Cared  For  Me  Like  Jesus. 
Tom  would  work  "the  Christmas 
Tree  Lot"  each  year  and  would  keep 
the  folks  entertained  with  his  mar- 
velous sense  of  humor  and  with 
his  ability  to  tell  interesting  and 
thought  provoking  stories. 

Tom  and  Anne  loved  to  travel. 
They  hosted  many  tours  and  they 
touched  many  lives  through  that 
ministry.  Tom  shared  his  love  for 
Christ  while  leading  others  on  in- 
teresting and  educational  trips. 

Thank  you,  Tom,  for  sharing  your 
faith  with  so  many  people  through 
so  many  ways  over  the  years. 


THOMAS  ASA  COLLINS 


*  Johnny  Branch,  a  graduate  of  NC 
Wesleyan  College  while  Dr.  Collins 
was  president,  is  pastor  of  Alder- 
sgate  in  Durham  where  Tom  and 
Anna  Collins  were  active  in  ministry. 
Information  from  NC  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege and  conference  files  were  used  in 
this  article. 


Scotland  and 
England 


Begin  your  journey  on  the  island  of  lona,  with  time  for  reflection  and 
meditation.  Travel  through  the  Trossachs  and  into  Edinburgh,  stopping  at 
cathedrals  and  castles  along  the  way.  Visit  Durham  and  Holy  Island.  Sit  at  the 
feet  of  renown  Storytellers  and  hear  the  stories  of  the  Celtic  Saints.  Extend 
your  journey  into  London  and  experience  its  history  and  grandeur. 

Stories  of  the  Celtic  Saints 
April  18  -  27, 2006 
May  9- 18,2006 

Space  is  Limited  -  Resent  Your  Place  Soon 
Contact  the  ACTS  Office  today  for  brochures. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place  »   Raleigh.  NC  27609 
(919)783-8714  •  (888)391-ACTS  ■  (9l9)783-8747,far 
E-Mail:  Alphajb  (rjutio.com  •  •  Web:  Alphatoun.com 
An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  Warn  Someone  You  Out  That 
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JMCOR  selects  Katrina  aid  partners 


Pen  social  service  and  voluntary 
ganizations  have  been  announced 
the  United  Methodist  Committee 
Relief  as  participants  in  its 
\  million  Katrina  Aid  Today 
itiative. 

The  initiative  is  sponsored  by  the 
deral  Emergency  Management 
;ency.  Selected  by  a  grants  review 
ard,  the  organizations  will 
ersee  3,000  professional  staff  and 
lunteers  who  will  assist  100,000 
rnilies  displaced  by  Hurricane 
itrina  in  rebuilding  their  lives. 
Trained  by  UMCOR,  the  staff 
d  volunteers  will  help  survivors 
entify  sources  of  support, 
velop  personal  recovery  plans, 
quire  access  to  services  and  take 
ipropriate  actions  to  bring  them  to 
lf-sufficiency. 

UMCOR  currently  is  in  final 
'ntract  negotiations  with  the  10 
ganizations,  which  are  Boat  People 
)S,  Falls  Church,  Va.;  Catholic 
larities  USA,  Alexandria,  Va.; 
Episcopal  Relief  and 
5velopment,  New  York;  Lutheran 
isaster  Response,  Chicago; 
e  National  Disability  Rights 
etwork,  Washington;  the  Odyssey 
ouse  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans; 


the  Salvation  Army,  Atlanta;  the 
Society  of  St.  Vincent  De  Paul,  St. 
Louis;  United  Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana,  Baton  Rouge;  and 
Volunteers  of  America,  Alexandria, 
Va. 

These  organizations  "have  a  track 
record  of  responding  to  the  needs 
of  disaster  survivors  in  a  recovery 
effort,"  said  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak, 
UMCOR's  chief  executive.  Each 
partner  also  has  pledged  matching 
funds  or  in-kind  donations  for  the 
work,  he  added. 

Partners  in  the  Katrina  Aid  Today 
consortium  focus  their  work  on 
the  disaster  zones  of  Alabama, 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  as  well 
as  areas  serving  families  that  have 
been  relocated  to  Texas,  Georgia, 
California,  Florida,  Illinois, 
Tennessee,  Arkansas,  Kentucky, 
Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Colorado, 
Connecticut,  Washington  D.C., 
Massachusetts,  Minnesota,  North 
Carolina,  New  York,  Oklahoma  and 
Washington.  Some  of  the  partners 
have  expertise  working  with  people 
with  disabilities  and  non-English- 
speaking  families. 

The  grants  review  board 
making  the  selection  consisted  of 
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Methodist  Home  for  Children 

|         I  Sunday 


We  invite  your  congregation  to  support 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  on 

February  ip,  2006. 

Your  contribution  will  help  clothe,  feed,  and  provide 
for  children  in  MHC's  care.  Your  gift  will  also  help 
support  MHC's  foster  and  adoptive  parents  who  offer 
safe,  loving  homes  for  children  across  North  Carolina. 


Make  a  difference  in  the  world ... 

one  child  at  a  time. 


1. 888.305.4321 

www.  mhfc.org 


Mt  VMOtMM 

[HOME  w» 

S^!  CHILDREN 

In  service  to  God,  Methodist  Home  for  Children  builds  on  the  social,  physical,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  strengths  of  children,  youth,  and families,  and  affirms  their  worth. 


Janice  Scott  and  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Ernest  Scott,  survey  the 
parsonage  at  Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell, 
La.,  after  Hurricane  Katrina.    A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


representatives  from  the  American 
Red  Cross,  Mississippi  Commission 
for  Volunteer  Service,  Christian 
Reformed  World  Relief  Committee, 
Church  World  Service  and  the 
Points  of  Light  Foundation. 
More  information  about  Katrina 


Aid  Today  or  its  partner  grantees  can 
be  found  at  www.katrinaaidtoday. 
org,  the  program's  Web  site. 

*The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  provided  information  for  this 
report. 


Sanford  District  UMM  complete 
seven-week  meal  ministry 


The  Sanford  District  United  Meth- 
odist Men,  assisted  by  volunteers 
in  the  Sanford  District  and  other 
areas,  have  completed  a  seven-week 
meal  ministry  at  St.  Paul  UMC  in 
Ocean  Springs,  Mississippi  called 
the  Spirit  Dinner  Mississippi  Meal 
Mission. 

Approximately  50,000  meals  were 
served  and  ministry  was  provided 
to  hundreds  of  disaster  victims  over 
the  seven-week  period.  A  total  of  85 
volunteers  from  20  churches  partic- 
ipated. Four  of  the  churches  were 
not  United  Methodist  Churches  and 
one  church  was  from  the  Raleigh 
District. 

Groups  of  volunteers  rotated  for 
a  weeklong  tour  in  Ocean  Springs. 
They  slept  on  cots  and  air  mattress- 
es in  Sunday  school  rooms,  putting 
in  15-hour  days  and  generally  end- 
ing the  tour  exhausted  but  fulfilled. 
Ten  churches,  most  in  the  Sanford 
District,  and/or  United  Methodist 
Men  or  Women  groups  contributed 
approximately  $34,000.  Individual 


contributions  totaled  about  $2,000 
and  corporate  gifts  added  another 
$1,200.  Assisting  with  transporta- 
tion needs  were  Steve  Jones  Chevro- 
let, McBrayer  Chrysler,  Lee  Electric 
and  Enterprise  Car  Rental,  all  in 
Aberdeen,  assisted  with  transporta- 
tion needs. 

The  Sandhills  Food  Bank  and 
banks  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
donated  much  of  the  food.  The 
overall  coordination  and  fund  han- 
dling was  provided  by  the  staff  at 
Page  Memorial  in  Aberdeen.  Major 
financial  contributions  were  from 
the  congregations  of  Page,  Marcus, 
Doubs  Chapel  and  Center  Church- 
es. 

An  invitation  has  been  extended 
to  the  Sanford  District  United  Meth- 
odist Men  to  return  to  Mississippi 
with  their  meal  mission.  The  invi- 
tation is  under  consideration. 

*  Compiled  from  the  November 
2005  edition  of  the  Sanford  District 
United  Methodist  Men  Newsletter. 
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January  Adult  Bible  Study 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

January  1,  2006 

Text:  1  Timothy  1 

"Finding  Strength  to  Serve" 

This  lesson  is  about  Christ's  power  to 
give  a  new  beginning.  What  an  appro- 
priate study  as  we  begin  a  new  year! 

The  urging  of  this  letter  to  Timothy  is 
that  Christ  sets  us  free  from  sin  in  order 
that...  The  reminder  from  Paul  is  that 
Christ  give  us  strength  in  order  that... 
The  theme  of  this  first  chapter  is  that 
the  importance  of  sound  teaching  is  in 
order  that... 

In  order  that  what?  In  order  that  the 
believer  might  love  (1:5) ...  in  order  that 
the  believer  might  serve  the  Lord  (1:12) 
...  in  order  that  nonbelievers  might  see 
how  generously  wonderful  Christ  is 
(1:16) ...  in  order  that  the  believer  might 
keep  faith  and  a  clear  conscience  even 
in  the  midst  of  the  rocks  that  might 
shipwreck  us  (1:18). 

Some  weeks  ago  I  attended  an  All 
Saints  service.  The  pastor  was  helping 
the  children  to  understand  that  all  God's 
people  are  called  to  be  saints.  When  as- 
ked to  give  examples  of  everyday  saints, 
one  boy  called  out  "Saint  Grandmom- 
my!"  I  think  he  had  the  right  idea.  This 
week's  lesson  clears  any  misunderstan- 
ding that  it  takes  people  of  full  pureness 
to  become  saints.  God  can  deal  with  some 
rather  potent  sinners  in  finding  the  ones 
God  would  use  as  God's  servants  (1:13). 
It  is  the  everyday  sort-Grandmommy 
included-that  God  brings  into  new  life, 
new  birth,  new  service. 

The  truth  is  that  it  almost  seems  as 
if  Paul  is  bragging  a  bit  about  just  how 
sinful  he  has  been.  (Does  1:13  sound  a 
bit  like  an  old-fashioned  revival  testimo- 
ny?) Most  of  us  would  describe  our  sins 
as  a  bit  milder  or  a  bit  less  oppressing. 
That  does  not  let  us  off  the  hook.  The 
literal  meaning  of  "blaspheme"  (1:13; 
1:20)  is  "to  make  a  hurtful  word."  That 
means  that  when  what  we  do  gives  God 
a  bad  reputation,  we  have  blasphemed! 

Does  my  life  give  God  a  bad  reputa- 
tion? Does  my  church  give  God  a  bad 
reputation?  To  do  so  is  blasphemy.  Paul 
had  it  right.  Each  of  us  needs  a  new  be- 
ginning. Happy  new  year.  Happy  new 
beginning. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Patricia 
Page  has  written  (All  God's  People  Are 
Ministers),  Augsburg:  "The  range  of 
possibilities  for  ministry  is  so  extensi- 
ve and  open-ended  that  Christians  need 
help  in  focusing  on  ways  they  can  most 
effectively  use  their  gifts  of  time,  talent, 
energy,  and  situations  in  ministry... The 
church  needs  to  be  the  place  where  we 
learn  how  to  live  the  Christian  way  so 
that  we  can  be  co-creators  of  God's  fami- 
ly wherever  we  go." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson, 
let  your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  ages, 
You  move  ahead  of  us  into  the  new  year. 
Clear  us  for  new  beginnings..." 

January  8, 2006 

Text:  1  Timothy  2 


"Everyone  Needs  Prayer" 

John  Wesley  taught  that  prayer  was 
a  means  of  grace.  By  that  he  meant 
that  ordinarily  God  uses  prayer  to 
bring  grace  to  the  one  who  is  doing  the 
praying.  We  often  think  of  how  we  want 
God  to  bless  those  for  whom  we  pray;  we 
proclaim  that  "prayer  changes  things"; 
we  name  before  God  our  intercessions 
for  those  who  are  in  need.  But  what 
about  the  one  who  prays?  Wesley  reco- 
gnized that  communication  with  God  is 
a  means  of  grace  for  the  one  who  prays. 
The  "everyone"  in  the  title  of  this  les- 
son includes  the  pray-er. 

When  I  read  that  Paul  urges  us  to  give 
thanks  for  everyone-1  Timothy  2:1-  (in- 
cluding those  whom  we  do  not  like  and 
those  who  would  do  us  harm),  I  remem- 
ber a  story-hopefully  fiction!-of  the 
pastor  who  invited  those  attending  a 
funeral  to  say  a  few  words  of  good  me- 
mories about  the  deceased.  There  was 
a  painful  silence.  "Who  will  offer  a  kind 
word  about  this  brother  now  gone  on  to 
his  reward?"  The  silence  got  longer  and 
more  painful.  The  pastor  enjoined,  "I'm 
sure  one  of  you  could  offer  a  good  word 
about  the  departed."  Finally,  from  the 
back  row  came  a  quiet  response:  "Well, 
he  won't  as  bad  as  his  brother!" 

Is  that  the  best  "thanksgiving"  we 
can  offer  for  someone  from  whom  we 
are  estranged?  Is  that  the  only  word  of 
thanks  that  we  can  pray  for  our  natio- 
nal enemies?  Is  that  the  best  gratitude 
to  be  spoken  for  the  talk  show  host  who 
drives  us  bonkers  each  day  with  politi- 
cal drivel? 

Note:  the  word  translated  "thanksgi- 
ving" is  eucharist.  Does  that  sound  fa- 
miliar? It  is  the  word  we  use  to  describe 
our  time  at  the  Table  of  our  Lord,  Holy 
Communion.  Can  our  thanks  for  what 
God  has  done  in  Christ  be  echoed  in 
our  thanks,  our  eucharist,  for  the  other 
for  whom  Christ  died?  In  a  sense,  the 
thanks  I  give  for  my  enemy  is  the  same 
thanks  I  give  for  Christ's  coming  into 
my  life.  Even  if  my  enemy  has  not  ac- 
cepted the  presence  of  Christ,  I  can  give 
thanks  that  Christ  is  present!  In  giving 
thanks  for  the  Christ  in  another,  I  am 
mysteriously  blessed.  Do  I  foolishly 
think  I  am  more  deserving  of  that  pres- 
ence than  my  enemy  might  be? 

My  wife  Toni  had  a  college  teacher 
who  often  said  to  his  students:  "Come 
down  the  ladder  of  abstraction."  Don't 
be  vague;  be  specific.  Don't  be  so  gene- 
ral as  to  avoid  naming  names.  Don't  be 
so  generic  as  to  be  meaningless.  When 
Paul  insists  that  Timothy  pray  for  eve- 
ryone, the  apostle  comes  down  the  lad- 
der of  abstraction.  He  names  "kings" 
and  "the  high  and  mighty"  (2:2).  Who  is 
on  your  "everyone  list"? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Ali- 
ce Gray's  Stories  for  the  Heart  (Multno- 
mah Books),  she  quotes  Joni  Tada,  "But 
Diane  (a  shut  in)  is  confident,  convinced 
her  life  is  significant.  Her  labor  of  pray- 
er counts." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "Hear  our  prayer,  O 
Lord..." 


January  15,  2006 

Text:  1  Timothy  3:2-15  "LeadingGod's 
People" 

Who  are  the  leaders  of  the  Church? 

Bishops?  [I  can  name  all  who  have 
been  my  bishop  during  my  ordained  mi- 
nistry: Bishop  Garber,  Bishop  Cannon. 
Bishop  Blackburn.  Bishop  Cannon 
(again),  Bishop  Minnick,  Bishop  Ed- 
wards, Bishop  Gwinn.  They  have  been 
important  in  shaping  and  implementing 
the  Church's  mission.] 

Other  clergy?  Do  you  recall  the  per- 
sons who  have  been  pastor  of  your  lo- 
cal church?  Were  these  the  women  and 
men  who  came  to  see  you  when  someone 
close  to  you  died?  Were  these  the  people 
who  taught  your  children  in  Confirma- 
tion class?  How  about  the  deacons  who 
show  how  worship  and  world  connect 
with  each  other? 

Lay  leaders?  Stephen  ministers? 
Chair  of  the  trustees?  Sunday  School 
teachers?  The  unsung  person  who  sees 
that  the  lights  are  on  each  Sunday?  The 
long-time  member  who  always  greets 
any  newcomer  with  a  welcome?  The 
choir  member  who  has  lovingly  sung 
even  though  off-key  for  seventeen  years? 
The  shut-in  who  is  faithful  in  praying 
for  the  life  of  the  community  of  faith? 
The  teen-aged  boy  who  always  sits  with 
the  elderly  widow  so  she  will  not  have  to 
sit  alone? 

Who  are  the  leaders  of  the  Church? 

In  this  lesson,  Paul  sets  out  pretty 
high  standards  for  the  leaders  of  God's 
people.  Although  students  of  the  Bible 
argue  about  the  exact  meaning  of  some 
of  the  descriptions,  it  is  clear  that  tho- 
se who  lead  the  Church  are  called  to  be 
measured  by  how  their  lives  impact  the 
mission  of  the  Church.  As  a  basketball 
coach  once  said,  "Once  you  put  on  that 
uniform,  you  represent  the  university." 
Once  you  have  been  washed  in  baptis- 
mal waters,  you  represent  Jesus  Christ! 

The  national  Episcopal-United  Metho- 
dist Dialogue  is  meeting  in  Durham  this 
week.  It  is  a  conversation  among  God's 
people  whose  denominational  journeys 
have  taken  them  along  differing  paths. 
One  of  the  topics  of  discussion  will  be 
"What  is  the  nature  of  leadership  in  our 
varying  traditions?"  There  will  be  some 
difference  of  opinion,  but  I  am  sure  that 
common  to  all  will  be  an  expectation 
that  God  calls  leaders  and  calls  them  to 
live  in  a  way  that  becomes  the  gospel. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  his 
book  Rekindling  the  Mainline  (The  Al- 
ban  Institute),  Steve  Compton  has  quo- 
ted Max  DePree:  "The  first  responsibi- 
lity of  a  leader  is  to  define  reality.  The 
last  is  to  say  thank  you.  In  between  the 
two,  the  leader  must  become  a  servant 
and  a  debtor.  That  sums  up  the  progress 
of  an  artful  leader." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson, 
let  your  prayer  begin:  "Lead  on,  O  King 
Eternal..." 

January  22, 2006 

Text:  1  Timothy  4 


I 


"Set  an  Example" 

The  closing  verse  in  this  week's  l*1  S: 
son  (1  Timothy  4:16)  has  jumped  out  ai 
called  me  by  name!  "Pay  close  attentiti 
to  yourself  and  to  your  teaching;  co 
tinue  in  these  things,  for  in  doing  tft 
you  will  save  both  yourself  and  yo 
hearers." 

Here  is  what  happened.  A  few  wee 
ago  I  was  guest  preacher  at  one  of  tl 
churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Conl 
rence.  I  preached  from  the  lectionai 
text  prescribed  for  that  Sunday.  Tl 
sermon  went  well;  the  congregation  se  | 
med  attentive;  and  a  few  even  tolerar 
ly  smiled  at  one  of  my  jokes.  Afer  tl 
service,  I  greeted  the  parishioners 
the  door.  One  man  lingered  to  the  erf** 
of  the  line.  As  he  shook  my  hand, 
said  "Thank  you.  I  needed  to  hear  ths1 
From  today  on,  my  life  is  going  to  be  dif- 
ferent." 

I  smiled  my  best  12:05  PM  Sunday  smjw 
le  and  murmured  that  "I  enjoyed  beir'  Itbe 
with  you  today."  He  did  not  crack  a  smp 
le:  "No,  I  mean  it.  I  am  different  now 

There  is  something  shameful  aboi 
not  expecting  God  to  make  people  di 
ferent  after  they  have  heard  the  gospe  bgi 
Do  we  who  teach  and  we  who  preac  Kb 
realize  what  radical  gifts  we  hold  V  ■  or 
our  hands?   Paul  advises  Timothy  t  P 
"pay  close  attention... to  your  teaching  » 
(1  Timothy  4:16a)  because  it  has  to  d  sta 
with  folks  being  saved!  It  says  that  i  to 
the  Book!  Standing  in  a  pulpit  or  behin  iw 
a  classroom  lectern  is  no  small  matte  let 
Sometimes  when  we  get  through,  Go  st 
has  made  people  different.  Sometime! 
it  is  we  who  are  different.  (Interestingl  Oi 
enough,  in  the  New  Testament  languag  I 
the  word  for  "teach"  and  the  word  fo  I 
"learn"  come  from  the  same  root  word?  h 

Paul  is  clear  that  there  is  plenty  of  re  i 
ligious  talk  going  on  which  is  not  faith  tar 
ful  to  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  (4:1;  4:7]!  in 
Using  religious  vocabulary  or  piou!  8 
words  does  not  necessarily  proclaim  tbl  mi 
message  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  must  trab  k: 
ourselves  (hard  work!)  in  godly  wisdom  I 
The  word  used  by  Paul  for  training  Ipi 
or  exercise  ("Train  yourself  in  godli  lik 
ness..."-l  Timothy  4:7b)  is  the  word  wt  * 
bring  into  English  as  gymnasium!  I  ge<  h; 
visions  of  workouts  and  treadmills  am  fcr 
power  walks  and  barbells.  It  takes  effor  t 
to  be  a  faithful  teacher  of  Jesus  Christ,  at 

But  ever  so  often,  someone  comes  ou  i? 
the  door  and  says,  "From  today  on,  mj  ft 
life  is  going  to  be  different." 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  £  .fc 
book  originally  entitled  Rediscovering  \k 
the  Charismata  (Word),  Charles  Bryan 
describes  teaching  as  "an  identification 
and  involvement  with  people  who  are  ir.it 
process  toward  a  new  being  in  Christ."  |  ^ 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  ^ 
let  your  prayer  begin:  "Lord  Christ,  our,  )t 
Teacher..." 

'OA 

January  29,  2006 

Text:  1  Timothy 5  "Practicing  ft 
Justice  and  Mercy"  <  n 

The  stated  purpose  of  this  lesson  is^j 
(continued  on  page  11) 
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(continued  from  page  ten) 
encourage  us  to  honor  our  brothers 
|i[  sisters  in  Christ."  Paul  uses  images 
j  amily  life  to  address  how  folks  with- 
;j  he  Church  are  to  treat  one  another, 
a  like  the  way  Beth  Norris  put  it  at  a 
a  ,-th  Carolina  annual  conference  love 
j|;t.  She  was  thanking  the  members 
the  conference  for  their  support  at 
eeU  time  of  the  sudden  death  of  her 
band,  Allen.  "I  have,"  she  said,  "had 
nljat  love  from  my  blood  family  and 
a  oa  my  water  family."  Baptismal  wa- 
ll 5  have  made  us  family!  No  wonder 
a  re  is  a  lingering  tradition  in  church 
ai  to  refer  to  one  another  as  brother 
8  i  sister. 

j  ad  to  say,  but  some  of  the  greatest 
a  sions  I  have  known  about  people  are 
iween  believers  who  are  seeking  to 
2  i  together  in  Christian  community! 
S  tether  it  is  argument  over  the  color 

pew  cushions  or  over  the  place  of  ho- 
mjsexuals  within  the  Church  family  or 

r  the  kind  of  music  the  new  preacher 
nj  rns  to  like,  we  Christians  have  not  al- 
]  ys  shown  the  world  a  model  of  char- 

r 

'aul  spends  more  than  twenty  verses 
ling  the  early  Church  things  that  the 
urch  ought  already  to  know:  how  to 
i  at  one  another  (5:1-2);  how  to  care 
I  persons  with  special  needs  (5:3-8); 
j  w  to  handle  busy  bodies  (5:9-16);  how 
j  relate  to  church  leaders  (5:17-22).  It 
j  almost  two  thousand  years  since 
ul  wrote  Timothy.  How  well  has  the 
urch  learned  to  "practice  justice  and 
my"? 

3f  course,  no  family  life  is  simple, 
e  stresses  of  living  close  to  one  an- 
ler  can  exacerbate  small  differences, 
id  you  hear  of  the  woman  who  put  $5 
:o  the  thanks  offering  when  her  fam- 
came  for  the  holidays  and  then  put 

>  into  the  thanks  offering  when  they 
t!)  Perhaps  the  hard  places  in  our 
lurch  family  show  up  because  we  are 
sking  to  be  family:  to  live  together,  to 
aw  upon  common  resources,  to  estab- 
h  priorities.  It  might  well  be  easier  to 
t  along  with  neighbors  whom  we  nev- 
see  than  it  is  to  get  along  with  family 
smbers  with  whom  we  share  daily  de- 
mons and  daily  struggles. 

Of  course,  the  difficulty  that  we  Chris- 
ms have  in  getting  along  might  have 
mething  to  do  with  sin.  Ours. 
What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Anne 
der 's  novel  A  Patchwork  Planet  (Alfred 
Knopf),  one  of  the  family  members 
lis  another  she  should  stop  dye  ing 
:r  hair:  "It  was  meant  to  be  a  kindness, 
it  it  backfired.  'You  may  not  like  it,  but 
1  my  friends  say  it  looks  lovely.'  she 
tapped.  And  then  she  told  me  goodbye 
id  slammed  the  receiver  down.  Well, 

>  surprise  there.  Just  because  we  were 
lated  didn't  mean  we  were  any  good  at 
iderstanding  each  other." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
»ur  prayer  begin:  "God,  Giver  of  this 
mily..." 


February  Adult  Bible  Study 


February  5,  2006 

Text:  2  Timothy  1:3-14  "A  Heritage  of 
Faith" 

The  other  day  I  spoke  with  an  under- 
graduate student  at  Duke  who  said  that 
her  parents  were  atheists.  This  student 
was  given  the  gift  of  faith  through  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  in  Ala- 
bama where  she  showed  up  one  Sunday 
because  that  is  what  her  friends  did. 

A  pastor  friend  of  mine  had  tears  in 
her  eyes  as  she  told  me  that  neither  of 
her  children  want  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  the  Church. 

My  great-grandfather  was  superin- 
tendent of  a  Baptist  Sunday  School.  His 
son,  my  grandfather,  joined  a  Method- 
ist congregation  when  his  home  church 
refused  Communion  to  his  Christian 
college  roommate.  My  father  was  a 
Methodist  pastor;  my  mother  planned 
on  being  a  missionary  to  Korea.  I  have 
been  ordained  since  1959.  One  of  my 
sisters  and  her  husband  were  mission- 
aries in  Mexico.  My  other  sister  is  a 
full-time  volunteer  at  her  church.  Our 
son  and  his  family  are  regulars  at  Wil- 
liamsburg United  Methodist  Church. 
And  our  three-year  old  grandson-the 
great-great-great  grandson  of  the  Sun- 
day School  superintendent-said  the 
blessing  a  couple  of  months  ago  at  the 
family  Thanksgiving  table. 

Paul  recognized  the  fragility  of  the 
heritage  of  faith  (2  Timothy  1:5).  It  is 
always  a  gift.  I  cannot  explain  why  be- 
lief breaks  into  a  family  of  atheists  and 
yet  why  faith  is  brittle  is  another  fam- 
ily context.  I  cannot  grasp  why  a  great- 
great-great  grandson  begins  to  walk  in 
the  way  of  trust  and  belief.  No  wonder 
Paul  says  "rekindle  the  gift"!  It  has  to 
be  a  gift!  (See  2  Timothy  1:6.)  Paul  had 
his  choice  of  several  words  in  Greek 
which  mean  "gift."  Here  he  chose  cha- 
rin,  which  means  a  gift  which  is  from 
a  sense  of  favor  rather  than  a  sense  of 
duty.  Prevenient  grace. 

The  recognition  of  the  heritage  of 
faith  is  God's  invitation  to  us  to  pass  it 
on.  Although  it  is  true  that  you  cannot 
get  to  heaven  on  your  parents'  coattails, 
it  is  also  true  that  parental  coattails  can 
provide  a  place  of  warmth  and  accep- 
tance which  show  a  child  a  small  sample 
of  God's  warmth  and  acceptance. 

Who  is  the  Lois  in  your  life  (2  Timo- 
thy 1:5)?  Who  is  the  Eunice  in  your  life 
(2  Timothy  1:5)?  For  whom  are  you  Lois 
or  Eunice?  To  God  be  the  glory  for  so 
great  a  gift. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  John 
Wesley's  Explanatory  Notes  Upon  the 
New  Testament  (Alec  R.  Allenson,  Inc.), 
the  founder  of  Methodism  writes  that 
when  Paul  speaks  of  faith  which  dwelt 
in  Lois  (Timothy's  grandmother)  and 
in  Eunice  (Timothy's  mother),  the  word 
"dwelt"  is  "a  word  not  applied  to  a  tran- 
sient guest,  but  only  to  a  settled  inhabit- 
ant." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson, 
let  your  prayer  begin:  "O  God,  our  help 
in  ages  past,  we  give  You  thanks  for  the 
journey  of  faith..." 


February  12,  2006 

Text:  2  Timothy  2:14-26  "Pursue  Righ- 
teousness" 

Have  you  ever  played  dartball?  It  is 
a  great  game  for  those  of  us  who  are  a 
bit  beyond  our  years  of  running  bases. 
Two  teams  of  nine  players  each  take 
turns  throwing  darts  at  a  special  board 
marked  with  all  kind  of  baseball  terms: 
single,  home  run,  walk,  out,  strike,  balk, 
double  play,  and  the  dreaded  triple  play. 
Whatever  the  dart  hits  is  what  has  hap- 
pened in  the  game.  So,  it  is  possible 
to  hit  a  home  run  by  throwing  a  dart 
twenty  feet  and  hitting  the  tiny  circle  in 
the  middle  of  the  board  (or  it  is  possible 
to  hit  into  a  triple  play  with  the  bases 
loaded  and  nobody  out-not  that  I  would 
have  any  personal  experience  in  that... 
well,  only  twice). 

One  of  the  fun  parts  of  the  game  is  the 
good  natured  teasing  of  each  other.  If 
someone  has  a  good  game  of  throwing 
darts,  we'll  accuse  that  person  of  hav- 
ing spent  too  much  time  in  British  pubs 
throwing  darts.  If  a  team  is  having  a  par- 
ticularly good  night,  we'll  suggest  that 
they  have  been  slipping  out  of  worship 
services  and  getting  in  extra  practice. 
And  if  a  player  misses  the  whole  board 
(it  happens,  believe  me!)  and  instead  of 
hitting  cork  hits  the  wooden  backdrop, 
someone  is  surely  going  to  heckle  with 
a  Woody  Woodpecker  cackle. 

Pursuing  righteousness  (the  topic  of 
this  week's  lesson)  is  a  bit  like  dartball. 
We  seek  to  hit  the  target,  but  sometimes 
we  miss  the  mark.  ("Missing  the  mark" 
is  the  literal  translation  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament word  for  sin.)  There  are  always 
those  who  will  cheer  us  on  and  those 
who  will  tempt  us  into  a  bad  throw.  It  is 
easy  to  get  diverted  by  "profane  chatter" 
and  "wrangling  over  words"  (2  Timothy 
2:14, 16),  just  as  a  dartball  player  can  get 
misguided  by  the  blather  of  the  oppo- 
nents. 

Dartball  is  fun.  Righteousness  is  seri- 
ous business.  Paul's  words  to  Timothy 
include  suffering  (2:9),  doing  the  work 
(2:6),  the  snare  of  the  devil  (2:26),  captive 
of  the  devil  (2:26).  Righteousness  is  no 
casual  Monday  night  entertainment.  It 
is  a  full  life  commitment  which  includes 
faith,  love,  and  peace  (2:22).  It  calls  for  a 
pure,  unintangled,  heart. 

Some  scholars  think  the  word  "Righ- 
teousness "  (dikaiosune)  comes  from 
a  word  which,  if  traced  to  its  origin, 
means  "to  show"  (deiknuo).  Think 
about  it:  a  righteous  life  is  one  which 
gives  evidence-which  shows-our  rela- 
tionship with  Jesus  Christ.  You  can't 
hide  a  dart  which  has  hit  the  home  run. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Cal- 
endar: Christ's  Time  for  the  Church 
(Abingdon  Press),  Laurence  Stookey 
has  written  "Even  as  (John  the  Baptist) 
demands  strict  repentance,  we  can  be 
glad.  This  is  a  necessary  corrective  to 
the  common  view  that  repentance  is  a 
chore  and  righteousness  a  means  of  re- 
moving all  of  the  fun  from  life... True  joy 
lies  in  the  work  of  God." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson, 
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let  your  prayer  begin:  "God,  You  love  us 
enough  to  call  us  to  holy  living. 

February  19, 2006 

Text:  2  Timothy  3:10-4:8  "The 
Marks  of  a  Helpful  Mentor" 

In  the  few  verses  assigned  for  this 
week's  study  three  places  are  men- 
tioned: Antioch,  Iconium,  and  Lystra 
(2  Timothy  3:11).  In  the  verses  imme- 
diately following  the  study  text,  seven 
persons  (Demas,  Crescens,  Titus,  Luke, 
Mark,  Carpus,  and  Alexander)  are  men- 
tioned (2  Timothy  4:10-14).  Paul  men- 
tions five  more  places:  Thessalonia,  Ga- 
latia,  Dalmatia,  Ephesus,  and  Troas  (2 
Timothy  4:10-13). 

If  we  add  in  Paul  and  Timothy,  there 
are  nine  persons  and  eight  places  refer- 
enced in  just  these  twenty-one  verses. 
What  I  conclude  from  this  is  that  the 
Christian  life  is  (or  is  not)  lived  by  real 
people  in  real  places.  The  journey  to- 
ward (or  away  from)  holy  living  is  not 
life  in  the  abstract.  It  is  life  "up  close 
and  personal."  Paul  is  identifying  per- 
sons who  are  good  examples  in  the  faith 
and  persons  who  are  poor  examples  in 
the  faith. 

Perhaps  this  seems  like  a  rather  ba- 
sic (and  obvious)  observation.  But  con- 
sider how  often  we  debate  issues  in  the 
Church  without  dealing  with  the  reality 
that  we  are  debating  about  real  people 
in  real  places.  When  the  Church  debates 
who  should  be  allowed  at  the  Lord's  Ta- 
ble (Should  baptism  be  a  requirement?), 
the  debate  is  about  whether  John  or  Sal- 
ly or  Bill  or  Kirsten  should  be  allowed 
at  the  Table.  When  the  Church  debates 
whether  abortion  is  ever  within  the  will 
of  God,  the  debate  is  about  Marie  and 
Heather  and  Janice  (and,  yes,  Bill  and 
Gregory).  When  the  Church  debates 
capital  punishment,  homosexuality, 
war,  racism,  and  worship  styles,  the  de- 
bate is  about  real  people  in  real  places. 

That  is  the  value  of  Christian  men- 
tors. It  is  hard  to  say  that  the  gospel  is 
not  true  when  we  see  people  living  the 
truth!  Sam  mentors  me  in  Christian  pa- 
tience. Art  mentors  me  in  intellectual 
honesty  Rep  mentors  me  in  holy  humor. 
Mary  mentors  me  in  perseverance.  Ca- 
millia  mentors  me  in  Christian  courage. 
Laurie  mentors  me  in  forgiveness. 

Paul  has  spelled  out  the  gifts  of  his 
mentoring  of  Timothy  (3:10-11).  How 
(continued  on  page  13) 
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Principals  at  Hay  Street  UMC's  groundbreaking  are,  left  to  right,  Dr. 
Alice  Smith,  district  lay  leader;  Richard  Perry,  trustees  chair;  John 
Buie,  finance  chair;  Ron  Matthews,  lay  leader;  David  Malloy,  Fayette- 
ville  District  superintendent;  Bud  Taylor,  Share  the  Vision  co-chair; 
John  Tyson,  pastor;  George  Breece,  Share  the  Vision  co-chair;  and 

February  Adult  Bible  Study 


(continued  from  page  11) 

else  are  we  to  be  "equipped  for  every 
good  work"  (3:17)?  And  we  are  left  with 
the  question:  what  in  my  life  is  a  wit- 
ness to  the  truth  of  the  gospel? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  an 
interview  with  Dannye  Romine  Pow- 
ell (Parting  the  Curtains,  John  F.  Blair 
Publisher),  novelist  William  Styron  de- 
scribed a  study  done  at  Yale  University: 
"...They  discovered  that  no  matter  what 
endeavor  men  were  involved  in-plumb- 
ers  or  academics  or  scientists  or  artists- 
in  order  for  them  to  progress  with  some 
sense  of  self-assurance,  they  all  had  to 
have  a  mentor." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  love  and  God 
of  grace,  You  have  shown  us  Your  love 
and  Your  grace  in  Jesus  Christ.  Repair 
the  mirror  of  our  lives..." 

February  26,  2006 

Text:  Titus  2  "Teach  Sound  Doctrine 
by  Example" 

Paul's  letter  to  Titus  is  to  give  advice 
to  the  "child  in  the  faith:  (Titus  1:4)  left 
in  charge  of  the  ministry  on  the  Island 
of  Crete.  Titus  is  to  get  the  work  orga- 
nized (1:5),  get  leadership  named  (1:4), 
and  to  replace  false  teaching  with  sound 
doctrine  (1:11;  2:1).  This  would  not  be  an 
easy  task  in  a  place  whose  people  had 
the  reputation  of  being  liars,  brutes, 
and  gluttons  (1:12). 

How  do  you  teach  sound  doctrine  in 
such  a  place?  Perhaps  by  holding  lec- 
tures at  the  local  synagogue.  Perhaps 
by  distributing  books  filled  with  wise 
theology.  Perhaps  by  debating  those 
who  would  mislead  the  faithful.  These 
all  may  be  ways  of  teaching  sound  doc- 
trine, but  Paul  spends  most  of  the  sec- 
ond chapter  in  showing  how  various  or- 
dinary Christians  (not  just  the  leaders, 
such  as  Titus)  could  teach  by  example. 

Note  the  terms  Paul  uses  to  describe 
how  a  Christian  can  teach  by  example: 
temperate,  serious,  prudent,  sound  in 
faith,  in  love,  in  endurance  (2:1);  rever- 
ent, truth-speakers,  no  addictions  (2:3); 
love  the  family,  self-controlled,  chaste, 


good  managers,  kind,  obedient  (2:4-5); 
self-controlled,  good  works,  integrity, 
gravity,  healthy  speech  (2:6-8);  satisfy- 
ing, honest,  faithfulness  (2:9-10).  What  a 
list  of  teaching  tools!  There  is  very  little 
place  to  hide!  The  Christians  in  Crete 
can  hardly  say  that  they  are  not  well 
enough  informed  to  teach.  They  can- 
not protest  that  they  do  not  know  theo- 
logical terms.  They  can  hardly  say  they 
lack  advanced  degrees  in  eschatalogi- 
cal  hermeneutics!  Those  excuses  won't 
work,  because  Paul  has  advised  Titus  to 
tell  folks  that  most  of  their  teaching  is 
going  to  be  done  bv  the  example  of  their 
life! 

As  the  sermon  droned  on  for  an  hour 
or  so,  the  preacher  quoted  the  old  chest- 
nut "I'd  rather  see  a  sermon  than  hear 
one  any  day"  From  the  back  row  came 
a  laconic  "Why  didn't  you  tell  me  I  had  a 
choice!"  Indeed!  It  is  what  Fanny  Fern 
pleads  for  in  Ginger  Snaps:  "I  want  a  hu- 
man sermon!" 

The  very  fact  that  the  Jewish  Chris- 
tian Paul  and  the  Gentile  Christian  Ti- 
tus are  working  together  in  ministry 
is  itself  a  proclamation  (in  living)  of 
the  gospel  which  is  for  all.  As  we  move 
(next  Wednesday)  into  the  Lenten  sea- 
son of  self-examination,  let  us  ask  our- 
selves: What  is  the  proclamation  of  the 
life  I  lead?  Do  others  see  sound  doctrine 
in  the  ethical  choices  I  make?  Can  those 
around  me  learn  the  gospel  by  seeing 
my  life?  Am  I  a  human  sermon? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  an 
article  in  Zondervan  Illustrated  Bible 
Backgrounds  Commentary  (Zonder- 
van), S.  M.  Baugh  has  written  "Chris- 
tians are  to  influence  for  good  by  doing 
good  and  being  'peaceable  and  consider- 
ate...toward  all.'  There  are  no  groups 
whatsover  excluded  here:  rich,  poor, 
powerful,  powerless,  men,  women,  chil- 
dren, black,  white..." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  all  people,  we 
offer  ourselves  to  be  tools  of  Your  pres- 
ence: Your  love,  Your  care,  Your  grace. 
Your  challenge..." 


Hay  Street  UMC  breaks 
ground  on  $3  million 


family  Life  Center 


By  Bill  Billings  * 

Hay  Street  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  Fayetteville  held  a 
groundbreaking  ceremony  for  a  $3 
million  Family  Life  Center  in  late 
November.  The  17,410-square-foot 
addition  will  feature  a  new  fellow- 
ship hall  and  a  gymnasium  on  two 
levels  and  will  connect  to  an  exist- 
ing Sunday  school  classroom  wing 
on  the  east  side  of  the  church  sanc- 
tuary 

The  new  project  is  the  result  of 
the  church's  Share  the  Vision  capi- 
tal campaign  launched  in  the  fall  of 
2004.  The  campaign  netted  pledges 
of  just  over  $2  million.  Construc- 
tion began  Dec.  11  and  will  take  ap- 


proximately 12  months. 

Dr.  John  Tyson,  Hay  Street's  p'  [ 
tor,  described  the  Family  Life  C~ 
ter  as  "  the  space  for  the  next  g 
eration,"  noting  it  will  provide  n 
space  for  contemporary  worst 
fellowship,  and  physical  exercise 

The  Family  Life  Center  represe: 
the  first  major  expansion  at  I 
Street  Church  since  a  Sunday  scfr 
building  was  completed  in  1954. 1 
Street  UMC  was  organized  in  II 
and  has  operated  at  its  Hay  Str< 
location  in  downtown  Fayettevi 
for  the  last  170  years.  The  curn 
sanctuary  was  built  in  1907. 


*  Bill  Billings  is  a  member  of  h 
Street  in  Fayetteville. 


Methodist  Home  receives; 
$300,000  Duke  grant 
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By  Maria  Murray  Riemann  * 

The  Methodist  Home  for  Children 
is  the  receipt  of  a  $300,000  grant 
from  the  Duke  Endowment  to  aid 
and  sustain  its  model  early  child- 
hood program  at  the  Jordan  Child 
and  Family  Enrichment  Center  in 
Raleigh.  The  center  serves  both 
typically  developing  children  and 
those  with  special  needs. 

The  grant,  for  the  2005-2006  fiscal 
year,  will  allow  the  Jordan  Center 
to  continue  to  advance  its  replicable 
model  for  high  quality  early  child- 
hood education.  It  will  maintain  its 
commitment  to  diversity  by  offering 
affordable,  high  quality  childcare 
for  all  families  in  the  community, 
regardless  of  their  race,  religion, 
ability,  or  income. 

Since  opening  in  2001  the  Jordan 
Center  has  served  and  supported 
over  600  children  and  their  families 
with  proactive  interventions  and 
preventive  programs  that  strength- 
en all  families  and  children,  partic- 
ularly those  who  are  at  risk  because 
of  economic  or  social  factors. 

"This  grant  allows  us  to  develop 
a  long-term  sustainability  plan  for 
the  Jordan  Center  while  continuing 
to  serve  other  children  and  families 
in  our  residential  youth  homes,  fos- 
ter care,  adoption,  and  family-based 
counseling  services,"  said  David 
Witt,  interim  president  and  CEO  of 
MHC.  "We  are  truly  grateful  to  the 


Duke  Endowment  for  its  vision 
exceptional  child  care  services  al™ 
its  endorsement  of  our  efforts  " 
this  area,"  he  said. 


*   Maria    Murray  Riemann 
MHC  director  of  communicatio 


Senior  lunches 


Each  Thursday  from  SepteiJS 
ber  through  May,  members  ai 
volunteers  at  Atlantic  Unitt 
Methodist  Church  prepare  lun< 
for  senior  citizens  of  the  areL 
Between  60  and  100  persons  aj 
served  meals  each  week  wi;  jj 
some  meals  being  delivered 
those  who  are  sick  and  shut  inslt 
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Listen  to  the  Children,  the  voice  with  no  vote 


Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  * 

)n  Tuesday,  June  20,  2006  United 
ithodists  from  across  North  Caro- 
a  will  gather  at  Edenton  St  UMC 
downtown  Raleigh  and  march  to 
NC  State  Capitol  and  the  State 
gislature  Building  in  an  effort  to 
ke  a  statement  to  United  Method- 
s  across  NC  and  to  our  elected  of- 
lals. 

"he  purposes  of  the  march  are 
raise  awareness  that  families  in 
porches  can  make  an  impact  on 
"jj  visions  made  in  state  government 
elected  officials  must  be  aware 
n  how  decisions  they  make  impact 
j|ildren  and  families,  especially 
jjise  in  poverty  across  North  Caro- 

]%• 

~?his  march  is  part  of  the  North 
rolina  United  Methodists  re- 
Dnse  to  the  Episcopal  Initiative  on 
■  .ildren  and  Poverty. 
The  day's  festivities  will  begin  at 
m  with  a  program  at  Edenton  St 
Ji  by  Thomas  Moore  of  Myers  Park 
CMC  in  Charlotte  and  Bishop  Law- 
Tice  McClesky  of  the  WNC  Con- 
*ence  as  well  as  others.  After  that 
ogram  the  march  will  proceed  to 
3  State  Capitol  and  Legislature 
|iildings.  The  Rev.  Laura  Early  of 
jl  God's  Children  UMC  and  Bishop 
Gwinn  of  the  NC  Conference  will 


lead  a  program  at  the  Legislature 
Building.  March  participants  will 
be  given  the  opportunity  to  sched- 
ule a  visit  with  their  representative 
after  the  Legislative  Building  pro- 
gram concludes. 

Individuals  participating  in  the 
NC  UM  Children's  March  on  the 
State  Capitol  must  register  groups 
by  May  19. 

The  website  for  the  NC  UM  Chil- 
dren's March:  www.umchildren- 
march.org  is  the  online  source  for 
registration  and  additional  infor- 
mation. 

A  booklet  of  children's  pictures, 
prayers,  writings  and  drawings 
from  across  NC  will  be  given  to  leg- 
islators prior  to  the  march. 

Because  the  distance  to  Raleigh 
will  be  too  great  for  some  to  travel, 
two  satellite  locations  are  being  ar- 
ranged -  one  at  First  UMC  in  Waynes- 
ville  for  those  in  the  mountains  and 
one  at  First  UMC  in  Elizabeth  City 
for  those  along  the  northeast  coast. 
Activities  will  be  held  at  these  satel- 
lite locations  to  be  in  solidarity  with 
the  march  taking  place  in  Raleigh. 
Upon  registration,  groups  may  se- 
lect which  site  they  plan  to  attend. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  confer- 
ence director  of  children,  youth, 
and  young  adult  ministries. 


Central  UMC  Angel  Tree 
ouches  over  100  area  children 


3y  Ricky  Allen  * 

Tor  111  children,  their  Christmas 
11  not  pass  by  without  presents 
ing  given.  Members  of  Central 
lited  Methodist  Church  in  Lau- 
iburg,  through  the  Angel  Tree 
ogram,  were  able  to  put  smiles 
i  the  faces  of  many  children  Sat- 
day  as  they  enjoyed  an  evening  of 
ppets  shows,  pizza,  and  gifts. 
It  was  a  very  special  event  this 
ar  because  every  child  received 
Igift,  according  to  church  member 
>dd  Jacobs,  who  also  serves  as  a 
y  speaker.  "Last  year,  we  had  134 

ildren]  and  only  26  got  served," 

said. 

ilThe  Angel  Tree  program,  said  Ja- 
Sbs,  is  a  prison  fellowship  minis- 
jV.  Inmates  who  are  incarcerated 
gn  their  child  up  for  the  program. 
Tie  church  will  purchase  the  gift 
I  his/ [her]  name  for  that  child, 
'  let  them  know  that  their  parent 
'ill  love  them,"  Jacobs  explained, 
a  t  brightens  these  kids  up.  I  had  a 

I  lild  last  year,  that  when  he  found 
i  it  the  gift  was  from  his  dad,  it  just 

I I  his  world  up.  It  lets  them  know 


the  parents  still  love  them  no  matter 
what." 

Jacobs  hopes  they  can  get  more 
county  churches  involved  in  the 
[Angel  Tree]  program.  "Robeson 
County  next  door  to  us  had  over  400 
kids  signed  up  this  year.  The  last 
count  I  had,  there  was  still  189  left. 
It's  a  good  mission,  and  the  good 
thing  about  it  is  the  mission  sits 
right  here  in  our  back  yard." 

Melanie  Sink,  N.  C.  Field  Director 
for  Prison  Fellowship  was  also  pres- 
ent for  the  event,  and  said  the  event 
was  good,  and  overwhelming.  Over- 
all, Sink  said  the  State  has  served 
over  16,000  children  this  year.  "I  al- 
ways know  that  there  is  one  package 
out  of  the  16,000  children  where  the 
father  or  mother  is  reaching  out  to 
the  children  for  the  very  first  time. 
There  have  been  many  times  where 
the  mother  starts  to  cry,  because  it 
may  have  been  the  first  time  the  fa- 
ther has  recognized  that  the  child  is 
his." 

*  Ricky  Allen  is  editor,  Laurinburg 
Exchange.  Used  by  permission. 
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the  voice  with  no  vote 


Bert  Felder  (from  left),  Vicki  Tandy,  and  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward 
help  clean  a  house  of  the  Gulf  coast. 

North  Carolina  Conference 
continues  Katrina  support 


As  of  January  4,  the  Conference 
Treasurer's  Office  reports  that  al- 
most $260,000  has  been  contributed 
to  Katrina-related  funds  with  the 
majority  being  designated  for  the 
Mississippi  Annual  Conference. 
Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  and  the  cabi- 
net have  endorsed  a  partnership 
between  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference and  Bishop  Hope  Morgan 
Ward  and  the  Mississippi  Annual 
Conference  to  provide  funds  and 
workteams  to  the  devastated  Gulf 
coast  of  Mississippi. 

Records  show  $23,700  contribut- 
ed to  UMCOR  Disaster  Response; 
$17,650  to  MERCI  Katrina  Relief; 
$24,172  to  MERCI  for  Katrina  Kits; 


and  $193,600  to  the  Mississippi  An- 
nual Conference  partnership.  These 
totals  are  expected  to  grow  as  year- 
end  church  remittances  and  district 
Christmas  offerings  are  submitted. 

The  Fayetteville  District  has  con- 
tributed $51,000  to  the  Mississippi 
Annual  Conference:  the  Raleigh 
District  -  $44,692;  and  the  Greenville 
District  -  $42,608. 

For  more  information  on  how  to 
contribute  to  Katrina  relief,  go  to 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  web- 
site http://www.nccumc.org  and 
click  the  "Hurricane  Katrina/Rita 
Response"  link  on  the  home  page  or 
call  the  conference  Missions  Office 
at  1-800-849-4433,  ext.  256. 
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births 


Marti  Hatch  (Raleigh  District, 
serving  extension  ministry  at  Hin- 
ton  Rural  Life  Center),  Michael  Bin- 
ger  (Western  NC  Annual  Confer- 
ence: Sweetwater  UMC),  celebrate 
the  birth  of  Mary  Grace  (Gracie) 
Hatch  on  December  8. 

Natasha  Louise  Peay  was  born 
December  4.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Dennis-(Raleigh  District,  Acts  UMC) 
and  Cherilyn  Peay. 

Samantha  Renee  Wong  was  born 
November  18.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  the  Reverend  Heather  Wong  (DU: 
Banks)  and  her  husband  Phil. 

deaths 

BOONE,  Katherine,  widow  of  the 
Reverend  Sidney  Boone,  died  No- 
vember 28.  Mrs.  Boone  had  been 
living  at  Croasdaile  Village  in  Dur- 
ham. Funeral  services  were  held 
December  1  at  Nashville  UMC. 

COLLINS,  Thomas  A.  Collins  (DU: 
retired)  died  December  12.  The  fu- 
neral was  held  at  Saint  Mark's  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Church  in  Raleigh  on 
December  15. 

DAVENPORT,  Georgia  Louise  Col- 
lins, widow  of  the  Reverend  William 
Davenport  died  December  22.  A  Ser- 
vice of  Death  and  Resurrection  was 
held  December  26  at  Salem  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Simpson. 

MEARES.  John,  94,  died  December 
28.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the 
Conference  Council  Staff  as  Direc- 
tor of  Adult  Educational  Ministries 
and  was  elected  a  delegate  to  South- 
eastern Jurisdictional  and  General 
Conferences  4  times.  He  was  an  in- 
structor at  January  Workshops  for 
many  years.  A  funeral  service  was 
held  December  31,  at  First  UMC  in 
Cary 

MOORMAN,  Julian  Pierce,  Jr., 
(RA:  retired  Navy  chaplain)  died 
November  22.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  November  28  at  Edenton 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Raleigh. 

PLYLER,  Lorenzo  P.  "Joe",  91,  of 
Alpharetta,  Ga.  and  formerly  of 
Fayetteville,  died  November  9.  He 
was  a  retired  professor  of  religion 
and  philosophy  at  Methodist  Col- 
lege and  served  as  Minister  of  Visi- 
tation at  Saint  Francis  UMC  in  Cary 
from  1990-1994.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  November  20  at  St.  Francis 
UMC. 

STALNAKER,  Janice  S.,  wife  of 


James  Stalnaker  (SA:  Pleasant  Hill  - 
Mt.  Carmel),  died  December  12.  The 
Service  of  Death  and  Resurrection 
was  held  December  15  at  St.  Peters 
UMC  in  Morehead  City. 

STOTT,  Flora  Belle  Dawson  Stott, 
widow  of  J.  Doane  Stott  (former 
member  of  the  NC  Annual  Confer- 
ence and  missionary  to  Japan),  died 
January  2  in  Greensboro.  The  Me- 
morial Celebration  was  to  be  held 
at  West  Market  Street  Methodist 
Church  in  Greensboro. 

classifieds 

DIRECTOR.  Academy  for  Leader- 
ship Excellence  for  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Executive  position  for  develop- 
ment, implementation  and  oversight  of 
a  new  academy  to  enhance  the  quality 
and  spirit  of  clergy  and  laity  leadership. 
Masters  or  doctorate  preferred.  Com- 
plete job  description  available.  Send 
letter  of  application,  resume,  and  ref- 
erences to:  Dr.  Stephen  C.  Compton, 
Office  of  Congregational  Development, 
NC  Conference,  P.  O.  Box  10955,  Ra- 
leigh, NC  27605.  Inquiries  to:  scomp- 
ton@nccumc.org  . 

The  Marion  Edwards  Recovery  Center 
is  seeking  a  full-time  Business  Manag- 
er/Accountant for  its  Goldsboro  office. 
The  position  will  be  responsible  for  all 
aspects  of  office  management  includ- 
ing accounts  payable,  office  organi- 
zation and  assisting  various  ministry 
needs  including  volunteer  coordination 
and  client  billing.  Organizational  skills, 
attention  to  detail  and  MS  Office  knowl- 
edge required.  Prefer  business  or  ac- 
counting degree  and  office/accounting 
experience.  Salary  will  be  commen- 
surate with  experience.  Email  resume 
to  helpdesk@nccumc.org  for  consider- 
ation. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH-  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$850  per  week,  $350  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean  Tunstall, 
5273  Raleigh  Rd,  Benson,  NC  27504 
919-934-4401. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  GROUND  LEVEL 
APT,  sleeps  4,  $40/night,  3  night  mini- 
mum. NC/NR  Call  Strickhausen  828- 
456-5183. 

Vacation  Rental  2  bedroom  1  bath. 
Nice  secluded  area  with  easy  access 
to  Lake  Junaluska,  Maggie  Valley,  and 
Cherokee.  $550  per  week.  NS/NP.  For 
information  call  828-627-8526,  leave 
message. 


calendar  announcemen 

The  2006  "39  &  Under"  event,  sponsored  by  the  NC  Conference  Unit 
Methodist  Women,  will  be  held  February  24-25  at  Westminster  UMC  I 
Kinston.  Registrations  should  be  in  to  Kathleen  McRae  (PO  Box  71,  Ro| 
land,  28383)  by  January  31.  Further  details  and  a  registration  form 
available  on  the  web  at:  http://www.nccumc.org/docs/events/39andundil 
htm 

The  Annual  Conference  Secretary  has  announced  that  the  deadline  fl 
reports  to  be  included  in  the  2006  Conference  Program,  Recommendation] 
and  Reports  is  no  later  than  March  3  in  his  office.  The  deadline  for  Rea 
lutions  is  no  later  than  May  15.  The  deadlines  are  necessary  to  meetuf 
printing  schedules.  Information  can  be  sent  via  e-mail  to  jlbryan@nccunf 
org  or  smedlin@nccumc.org. 

Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  Grants  are  due  on  Marc! 

31.  Please  consult  the  conference  web  page  (www.nccumc.org)  f< 
applications.  New  and  innovative  ministries  will  get  strong  conside 
ation.  For  further  information  contact  Lawrence  E.  Johnson  at  the  confe 
ence  Office. 


The  Conference  Confirmation  Celebration  will  be  held  Saturday,  Marc  |est 
11,  10  am  -  1  pm  at  Garner  UMC.  Bishop  Gwinn  will  share  with  confi  ^ 
mands  as  they  explore  the  covenant  of  prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  servic,  ^ 
The  theme  of  the  event  centers  on  confirmation  being  the  beginning  of 
lifelong  Christian  journey.  Detailed  information  including  what  items  1 
bring  for  the  service  project  at  the  event  will  be  available  to  pastors  in  earl 
February.  Watch  for  a  special  mailing  and  Newsbriefs  for  these  details 
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Mark  your  calendar  for  April  1 , 9:30  am  -  3  pm.  A  Multicultural  Event  fej 
turing  a  sharing  of  the  diversity  of  talents  of  all  our  ethnic  groups  througl 
Worship,  Music  (Choirs,  bands),  Holy  Communion,  dance,  storytelling.  I 
addition  a  number  of  ethnic  foods,  arts  and  crafts  booths,  mini  worksho] 
and  a  media  presentation.  This  event  is  open  to  the  entire  conference.  Fo 
further  information,  please  contact  the  Conference  Multicultural  Office  o 
Lawrence  E.  Johnson  (1-800-849-4433). 


Ferrum  Alumni  Award 
to  Rev.  Lawrence  Lugar 


Lawrence  Lugar  with  Dr.  Jennifer  L. 
Bratten,  president  of  Ferrum  Col- 
lege. 


The  Rev.  Lawrence  E.  Lugar, 
retired,  has  been  awarded  the 
2005  Distinguished  Alumni 
Award  at  Ferrum  College  in 
Ferrum,  Va. 

The  award  was  based  on  the 
following  criteria:  1)  having  a 
record  of  exceptional  career 
achievement  and  of  service 
to  the  community,  church,  or 
other  organizations,  2)  having 
been  active  in  college  life  dur- 
ing time  at  Ferrum  and  having 
remained  involved  in  and  sup- 
portive of  Ferrum  as  alumni; 
and  3)  exemplifying  in  his  life 
the  spirit  of  Ferrum's  motto. 
"Not  Self,  But  Others." 


round  the  conference 
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Carrboro's  95th 
year  celebration 

Carrboro  United  Methodist 
Church  (left,  Burlington  Dis- 
trict) celebrated  ninety-five 
years  of  service  at  a  Homecom- 
ing Celebration  on  October  16, 
2005.  The  Rev.  Clarence  Garner, 
a  former  pastor,  was  the  guest 
preacher.  Special  musical  offer- 
ings were  provided  by  the  Chan- 
cel Choir,  Joe  Jackson,  and  a 
group  of  Karen  Refugees  who 
have  been  relocated  to  Carrboro 
from  refugee  camps  in  Thailand. 


Cokesbury's  new  wing  dedicated 

>kesbury  United  Methodist  Church  (right)  celebrated  homecoming 
id  he  dedication  of  the  new  west  wing  addition;  a  fellowship  hall, 
tchen,  classrooms  and  bathrooms  to  the  main  building  on  Nov.  13. 
^proximately  325  people  attended  worship  services  and  lunch  was 
rved  with  a  lot  of  Christian  fellowship  and  southern  hospitality. 
)kesbury  Church  was  established  in  1784,  is  located  in  Henderson. 


Phillips  at  Roseland  Homecoming 

The  Reverend  Don  Phillips  (left)  was  the  guest  speaker  at  the  home- 
coming service  at  Roseland  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Sanford 
District.  Rev.  Phillips  is  a  former  pastor  at  Roseland.  He  is  shown 
with  his  wife  Bettie  in  the  reception  line  following  the  service. 


Nativity  presented  at  Singletary 

tie  children  and  youth  of  Singletary  UMC  (right),  Wilmington  Dis- 
ict,  held  a  live  nativity  for  the  community.  Included  in  the  nativity 
as  a  trumpet  solo  by  Justin  Norris,  songs  by  the  shepherds  and 
ise  men,  a  solo  by  Anna  King,  and  a  liturgical  dance  by  Caitlyn 
lark. 
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New  Year?  New  Ministry? 
New  Plans?  New  Sunday  School  Class? 
New  Members?  New  Program? 


Your 
Conference 
Media  Center 
has  the  tools 
for  YOU! 


ON  THE  WEB 


To  find  our  seachable 
catalog,  and  printable 
membership  form, 
visit  our  website  at : 

www.nQcumc.org/med  ta- 
ter/ 


A  new  shopping  cart 
feature  makes  it  easy  to 
send  in  requests  24/7! 


New  and  Popular  Programs: 
Especially  Good  for  Lent  or 
Small  Group  Studies 


Dr.  James  M.  Efird:  The  Passion 
Narratives  And  The  Gospel  of  Mark. 
DVD  format 

What  it  Means  to  Be  United  Methodist. 

5  part  series.  Both  VHS  and  DVD 

Praising  the  God  of  Grace:  Charles 
Wesley's  Hymns  Student  book, 
Leader's  books  and  audio  CD 

Adam  Hamilton:  Making  Love  Last  a 
Lifetime.  Confronting  The 
Controversies,  and  Christianity  and 
World  Religions.  Both  VHS  and  DVD 

Invitation  to  the  New  Testament. 

6  Invitation  to  the  Old  Testament. 

8  week  programs  based  on  the  Disciple 
Bible  Study  Series.  Both  VHS  and  DVD 


North  Carolina  Conference  Walton  Media  Center 

The  United  Methodist  Building,  1307  Glenwood  Ave.,  Raleigh,  NC  27605 
919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433  ext  264 
Laura  Bailey,  Media  Center  Director: 
Email  Hbailey@nccumc.org 

Contact  us  for  more  information  about  resources  and  yearly  membership  for  2006. 
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Bishop  names  Goehring,  Namkoong  as  new 
payetteville,  Eliz.  City  district  superintendents 


By  Bill  Norton 

The  Rev.  Carol  W.  Goehring  will  be  ap- 
ointed  superintendent  of  the  Fayetteville 
►istrict  and  Dr.  Won  Seok  Namkoong  will 
e  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Eliza- 
lb  City  District,  Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn 
f  The  United  Methodist  Church's  North 
Carolina  Conference  has  announced. 

Both  appointments  will  be  effective  July 
,  the  same  effective  date  for  new  pastoral 
ppointments  in  the  conference.  Appoint- 
nents  are  for  one  year  but  can  be  extended 
or  a  number  of  years.  District  superinten- 
lents  normally  serve  six  year  terms  but  no 
nore  than  eight  years  consecutively  and  not 
o  exceed  a  total  of  12  years  in  a  lifetime. 

The  current  superintendents,  the  Rev.  Al- 
>ert  Shuler  in  Elizabeth  City  and  the  Rev. 
)avid  Malloy  in  Fayetteville,  will  receive 
lew  appointments.  Rev.  Shuler  has  reached 
he  maximum  number  of  years  for  service 
is  a  district  superintendent  and  Rev.  Mal- 
oy  requested  another  appointment. 

A  district  superintendent,  a  church  elder, 
las  supervisory  responsibilities  for  church- 
s  in  a  geographic  area,  usually  several 
:ounties.  The  12  district  superintendents 
n  the  North  Carolina  Conference  meet 
ogether  with  the  bishop  as  the  cabinet  for 
appointment  making  and  other  responsi- 
bilities. The  district  name  is  usually  the 
lame  of  the  city  where  the  superintendent 
resides. 

V'Carol  and  Won's  ministry  is  God-in- 
spired. Christ-centered,  spirit-lead,  and 
each  is  a  creative  visionary  leader.  With 
God's  help,  we  anticipate  these  two  ap- 
pointments will  enhance  the  leadership 
from  the  full  Cabinet  as  it  leads  the  church 
to  new  levels  of  effectiveness  and  witness 
to  Jesus  Christ,"  Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

Rev.  Goehring  currently  serves  as  co- 
pastoi  with  her  husband,  the  Rev.  David 
Goehring,  of  Jarvis  Memorial  UMC  in 


Greenville.  David  Goehring  will  receive 
another  appointment. 

Previously  she  was  in  ministry  at  Jarvis 
in  Greenville  as  an  associate,  1978-82; 
Chowan  Charge,  1982-83:  First  UMC  in 
Elizabeth  City  as  an  associate,  1983-1985; 
Wrightsville  Beach,  1985-96;  co-pastor  at 
Centenary  in  New  Bern,  1996-2001;  and 
co-pastor  at  Jarvis  Memorial,  2001  to  the 
present. 

She  has  a  B.A  degree  from  Vanderbilt 
University  in  Nashville,  TN  and  M.Div. 
degree  from  Duke  Divinity  School.  The 
Goehrings  have  two  children,  Kendra 
Marie,  24  who  works  in  Wilmington,  and 
Lindsey  Taylor,  20,  a  student  at  the  College 
of  Charleston. 

Dr.  Namkoong  currently  serves  as  pastor 
of  Avent  Ferry  UMC  in  Raleigh.  A  native 
of  South  Korea,  he  previously  served  in 
ministry  in  the  NC  Conference  at  Parker's 
Grove  UMC,  1995-96;  Edgerton  Memo- 
rial in  Selma,  1996-2002;  New  Beginnings, 
2002-03;  and  Avent  Ferry,  2003-present. 


CAROL  GOEHRING 


WON  NAMKOONG 


He  has  a  B.A.  from  Nankuk  University    Theological  Seminary, 
of  Foreign  Studies,  M.Div.  from  Duke       He  and  his  wife,  Mee  Young,  have  two 
Divinity  School,  and  D.Min  from  Wesley    children,  Esther,  18,  and  Paul,  17. 


Confirmation  Celebration  held  at  Garner  UMC 

Celebration  was  the 
beginning  of  a  life 
long  journey 

*  By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 


Almost  400  confirmation  youth  and  their 
pastors  and  adult  leaders  from  35  churches 
across  the  NC  Conference  gathered  at  Gar- 
ner UMC  for  the  annual  NC  Conference 
Confirmation  Celebration. 

Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn,  who  could  not  be 
present  in  person,  brought  greetings  via 
video.  The  Rev.  Ned  Hill,  Raleigh  district 
superintendent,  spoke  at  the  celebration 
(continued  on  page  two) 


The  Rev.  Regina  Henderson,  left,  assists  conflrmands  from  McQueen's  Chapel  as- 
semble health  kits,  the  service  project  for  the  Confirmation  Celebration.  (NC  Con- 
ference Photo  by  Bill  Norton) 
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Stanley  named  MHC  president,  CEO 


Methodist  Home  for  Children  (MHC), 
has  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Rev. 
Bruce  E.  Stanley  as  president  and  CEO  of 
the  agency.  The  announcement  was  made 
on  March  1 3  and  is  effective  July  1 . 

"Bruce  has  a  great  passion  for  children, 
and  our  Board  of  Directors  looks  forward 
to  working  with  him.  He  brings  wisdom 
and  vision  to  the  agency  that  will  only 
strengthen  this  fine  institution,"  said  Sam 
Sugg,  chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Stanley,  senior  pastor  of  Millbrook  UMC 
in  Raleigh,  has  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Harvard  University. 

At  Millbrook,  Stanley  oversees  the  oper- 
ations of  a  2000-member  congregation  with 
numerous  outreach  activities  to  a  diverse 
constituency,  including  Spanish  speakers, 
Alzheimer's  patients,  and  children  in  pre- 
school and  after-school  programs. 


Before  his  appointment  to  Millbrook, 
Stanley  was  director  of  Field  Education  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  where  he  supervised 
over  350  students  annually.  He  also  served 
as  the  executive  director  of  the  Board  of 
Missions,  Inc.  and  as  associate  director  of 
the  Council  on  Ministries  for  Missions/ 
Evangelism  at  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Earlier  in  his  career,  Stanley  served  in 
a  number  of  positions  in  United  Method- 
ist churches  across  the  central  and  eastern 
parts  of  North  Carolina. 

"I  am  convinced  that  MHC  remains 
one  of  the  most  important  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  North  Caro- 
lina. There  is  no  one  else  that  is  doing 
more  needed  and  relevant  work  than  these 
folks.  This  agency  represents  the  best  of 
the  Methodist  tradition  with  its  concern  for 


the  poor  and  marginalized.  And,  this  pro- 
vides us  all  with  a  promise  for  our  future," 
said  Stanley. 

Greg  Jones,  dean  of  Duke's  Divinity 
School,  said  "Bruce  is  a  gifted,  passionate, 
visionary  leader  who  draws  people  togeth- 
er. He  will  provide  tremendous  leadership 
and  will  be  a  wonderful  advocate  for  this 
important  institution.  Bruce  and  the  MHC 
are  a  terrific  match." 

The  Rev.  W.  Joseph  Mann,  director,  Ru- 
ral Church  Division  of  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment said.  "Bruce  is  a  creative  thinker  and 
a  man  of  remarkable  vision  who  will  give 
a  face  and  a  voice  to  North  Carolina's  chil- 
dren and  families  in  need." 

Stanley  lives  in  Raleigh  with  his  wife. 
Melissa,  and  their  two  high  school  aged 
children.  Alyssa  and  Joseph. 


Confirmands  from  Winstead  UMC  in  Wilson  write  a  gift  to 
God  as  they  explore  the  beginning  of  their  journey  of  faith  with 


prayers,  presence,  gifts,  and  service.  (NC  Conference  Photo 
by  Bill  Norton) 


^Confirmation  Celebration  at  Garner  UMC.  .  . 


(continued  from  page  one) 
about  baptism  and  confirmands  beginning 
to  gain  an  identity  from  the  event,  how  con- 
firmation was  a  time  to  claim  that  identity, 
and  how  it  was  leading  into  a  lifetime  jour- 
ney of  living  into  that  identity.  Josh  Man- 
sfield, a  senior  high  confirmation  mentor 
from  White  Plains  UMC,  also  spoke  during 
the  celebration. 

The  theme  for  the  confirmation 
celebration  was  "Just  the  Beginning..."  to 
say  to  confirmands  that  the  journey  of  faith 
is  life  long.  Presentations  and  activities  to 


explore  prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  ser- 
vice were  led  by  confirmation  classes  from 
Fuquay  Varina  UMC,  Home  Memorial 
UMC-Clayton,  Wake  Forest  UMC,  and 
Edenton  St  UMC  -  Raleigh. 

The  activity  for  prayer  included 
making  a  paper  prayer  chain.  Each  local 
church  group  could  take  a  section  of  the 
chair  home  with  them  to  be  lifted  up  in 
prayer. 

Participants  were  asked  to  bring 
with  them  items  for  health  kits  for  UM- 
COR.  The  service  project  for  the  celebra- 


tion involved  assembly  of  the  health  kits 
which  will  be  taken  to  MERCI.  An  offer- 
ing was  taken  to  support  shipment  costs  for 
the  health  kits. 

Music  for  the  Celebration  was  pro- 
vided by  Rob  Phillips  and  the  New  Spirit 
youth  praise  team  of  White  Plains  UMC  in 
Cary.  The  Confirmation  Celebration  con- 
cluded with  holy  communion. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  NC  Conference 
director  of  children,  youth  and  young  adult 
ministries. 


BRUCE  STANLEY 
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The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 
Advocate  (USPS:  0392-560)  (ISSN:  0029- 
2435)  is  published  monthly  by  NC  Confer- 
ence Communications,  1307  Glenwood 
Avenue,  PO  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  NC 
27605.  Periodical  postage  paid  in  Raleigh, 
NC  and  additional  mailing  offices.  POST- 
MASTER: Send  address  changes  to  North 
Carolina  Conference  Advocate,  PO  Box 
10955.  Raleish,  NC  27605. 
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Advocate  Staff:  Bill  Norton,  Editor;  Lee- 
Anne  Thornton;  Linda  Smith 

Subscription  Rates:  Individual  Subscrip- 
tions: S15  per  year.  Administration  board 
plan  (at  least  10  subscriptions  submitted  and 
paid  as  a  group,  submitted  together):  SI 2. 

Advertising  Rates:  Check  "Advocate  Adver- 
tising Rates"  at  www.nccumc.org/publica- 
tions  or  call  Communications  at 
1-800-849-4433. 

Address:  NC  Conference  Christian  Advo- 
cate, P.O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  NC  27605 
(919)  832-9560,  E-Mail: 
bnorlon  @  nccumc  .org 


Letters  to  the  editor  are  welcome:  Items  se- 
lected for  publication  are  subject  to  editing. 
Length  not  to  exceed  250  words. 

Articles  and  Photos:  Local  churches  and 
conference  agencies  may  submit  items  for 
publication.  The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of 
the  month  before  the  monthly  publication 
date.  All  articles  and  photos  are  subject  to 
editing.  Both  should  be  sent  electronically. 
Digital  photographs  are  preferred,  highest 

resolution.  Photographs  or  art  should  be 
scanned  at  300  dpi  or  higher  in  JPG  or  TIF 
formats.  E-mail  bnorton@nccumc.org.  If 
you  have  questions  call  the  Communications 
Office  at  (919)  832-9560. 

Special  thanks  to  the  Brownie  Futrell  and 
the  Washington  Daily  News  for  printing  the 
newspaper  and  to  Barry  Merrill  for  layout. 
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Construction  begins  on  innovative  migrant  housing 


uld  serve  as  model 
future  migrant 
ising  in  state,  nation 

^yxm  Williams* 


INSTON — Construction  has  started 
2,800  square  foot  migrant  house  de- 
ed to  promote  the  need  for  quality  mi- 
t  housing  in  North  Carolina, 
he  project  is  a  collaboration  between 
vey  Farms.  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Compa- 
Duke  University  and  the  North  Caro- 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
irch. 

he  house,  designed  for  up  to  17  work- 
is  being  built  on  land  owned  by  Harvey 
ms,  just  off  U.S.  70  near  Kinston.  Con- 
ction  began  the  week  of  January  23, 
is  expected  to  take  about  four  months. 
Once  they  get  the  roof  in  place,  we  can 
t  parallel  work  as  far  as  getting  some 
he  site  work  done."  said  Herbert  Rouse, 
cutive  vice  president  of  agronomics  for 
•vey  Farms.  "It's  coming  along." 
'entative  plans  call  for  temporary  occu- 
py of  the  house  by  May  15,  with  final 
upancy  May  21.  A  dedication  and  open 
ise  will  be  set  in  late  May  or  early  June. 
Tiis  schedule,  Rouse  said  with  a  smile, 
I  depends  upon  the  weather." 


Mt.  Olive,  Duke,  and  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  N.C.  Conference 
contributed  a  total  of  $130,000  toward 
construction  of  the  house,  estimated  to  cost 
approximately  $300,000.  Mt.  Olive  also 
funded  the  project's  design  work,  done  by 
Partin-Hobbs  &  Associates  of  Goldsboro. 

"We  are  pleased  that  construction  has  be- 
gun," said  Bill  Bryan,  president  of  Mt.  Ol- 
ive Pickle  Company.  "Once  it  is  completed, 
we  hope  that  farmers  who  visit  the  house 
will  take  away  ideas  that  can  be  incorpo- 
rated into  their  own  migrant  housing." 

Harvey  Farms,  Mt.  Olive,  Duke,  and  the 
N.C.  Conference  signed  a  formal  agree- 
ment to  build  the  house  in  April,  2005. 

The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  generate 
awareness  regarding  the  need  for  quality 
migrant  housing  in  North  Carolina.  The 
house  was  designed  with  several  param- 
eters: to  meet  or  exceed  the  state's  migrant 
housing  standards;  to  address  the  needs  of 
the  farmworkers  who  occupy  the  house: 
and  to  be  simple  to  replicate. 

Among  the  features  in  the  house's  de- 
sign: 

•A  commons  area  with  a  higher  ceiling, 
operable  exterior  and  interior  windows, 
and  an  8-foot  wide  corridor,  all  designed  to 
improve  natural  ventilation  throughout  the 
house 

•Four  bedrooms  housing  up  to  four  work- 
ers each,  and  one  one-person  room 
•A  design  based  on  an  eight-foot  grid  to 


The  migrant  house,  designed  for  17  workers,  is  being  built  on  Harvey  Farms  in  Kin- 
ston. Harvey  Farms,  Mt.  Olive  Pickle,  Duke  University  and  the  N.C.  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are  collaborating  on  the  project. 


conform  to  standard  building  materials, 
minimizing  waste 

•Durable,  common  materials:  concrete 
floors,  block  walls  and  a  metal  roof 

•Covered  porches  created  by  the  roofs 
overhang 

•Bathroom,  kitchen  and  laundry  facilities 
that  meet  or  exceed  state  migrant  housing 
standards 

•Access  to  bathrooms  and  laundry  areas 
from  outside 

•Basic  telephone  service 

•In  addition,  Harvey  will  provide  a  soc- 
cer/recreation area  for  workers  at  the  hous- 
ing site. 

"The  North  Carolina  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  delighted  to  be 
a  partner  in  this  pace-setting  venture  that 


will  dramatically  improve  housing  for  our 
migrant  farm  workers  and  hopefully  serve 
as  a  model  in  our  state  and  across  the  na- 
tion," said  the  Reverend  Charles  M.  Smith, 
executive  director  of  Connectional  Minis- 
tries for  the  N.C.  Conference. 

The  project  has  been  several  years  in  the 
making.  The  idea  for  the  house  came  out  of 
discussions  that  started  in  August,  2002  be- 
tween Duke  and  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  regarding 
farm  worker  issues  in  North  Carolina.  The 
N.C.  Conference  joined  the  project  in  late 
2003,  and  Harvey  Farms  agreed  to  partici- 
pate in  early  2005. 


*  Lynn  Williams  is  director  of community 
relations  for  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Company. 


Some  motels  offer  special  rates  for  AC  members 


otel  charges  paid  by 
ambers, dormitory  housing 

>vered  by  AC 

j&y  and  clergy  members  needing  hous- 
when  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Con- 
ence  meeting  in  Greenville  can  either 
ke  a  reservation  at  one  of  the  area  mo- 
5  or  stay  in  a  dormitory  at  East  Carolina 
iversity. 

Vlotel  and  meal  charges  are  the  respon- 
ility  of  the  member.  Charges  for  dor- 
tory  housing  will  be  covered  by  the 
nference  which  meets  June  14-17  at  the 
eenville  Convention  Center. 
Some  of  the  motels  in  Greenville  have 
>vided  special  rates  for  conference  mem- 
rs.  The  motels,  address,  telephone  num- 
r,  rate,  and  the  last  day  to  make  the  Tes- 
tation at  the  special  rate  are  as  follows 
ireenville  is  the  location  unless  another 
?a  listed): 

Jameson  Inn,  920  Crosswinds  Street, 
52)  752-7382,  $60  plus  13%  tax,  by  May 


30. 

Comfort  Inn,  3900  South  Memorial  Dr., 
Winterville,  (252)  355-0070,  $62.96  (plus 
tax)  (Includes  continental  breakfast),  May 
13. 

Hampton  Inn,  3439  Memorial  Drive, 


(252)  355-2521,  $61.00  plus  13%  tax,  by 
May  29. 

Courtyard  Marriott,  2225  Stantonsburg 
Rd,  (252)  329-2900,  $79.00  plus  tax,  by 
May  14. 

City  Hotel  and  Bistro,  203  SW  Greenville 


Resolutions  for  AC  due  May  15th 


If  you  have  a  resolution  for  consider- 
ation by  the  2006  NC  Annual  Conference 
the  deadline  is  May  15.  The  resolution 
must  be  sent  electronically  (via  e-mail  in 


MS  Word  or  in  ASCII  Text)  to  jbryan@ 
nccumc.org  or  smedlin@nccumc.org. 
Any  questions  call  the  Office  of  the  Con- 
ference Secretary  at  1-800-849-4433. 


Blvd.(adjacent  to  the  Convention  Center), 
(252)  355-8300,  $79.00  plus  tax  (includes 
full  breakfast),  by  May  15. 

Hilton  Greenville,  207  SW  Greenville 
Blvd.(adjoins  the  Convention  Center), 
(252)  355-5000,  Rate:  $93.00  plus  tax.  by 
May  13. 

A  complete  list  of  Greenville  area  motels, 
the  tentative  conference  agenda,  campus 
housing  form  at  East  Carolina,  and  much 
more  is  available  by  clicking  on  "Annual 
Conference  2006"  on  the  opening  page  of 
the  conference  website,  www.nccumc.org. 


MERCI  isssues  challenge  to  local  churches  for  supplies 


MERCI,  the  Marion  Edward  Recovery 
Center  Initiatives,  has  issued  a  challenge  to 
all  churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence to  help  stock  the  warehouse  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  coming  storm  season. 

There  are  3000  empty  5  gallon  buckets 
at  MERCI  that  need  to  be  filled  with  clean 
up  supplies.  The  United  Methodist  Com- 


mittee on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  also  calling 
for  health  kits  and  school  kits  by  the  thou- 
sands. 

The  challenge  is  for  all  churches  to  send 
enough  materials  to  Annual  Conference, 
June  14-17,  for  at  least  two  buckets  and 
two  health  kits.  MERCI  will  have  a  truck 
at  conference  to  pick  up  the  supplies. 


If  local  churches  prefer  to  make  a  mon- 
etary donation,  the  check  should  be  payable 
to  MERCI  Disaster  Response  (Advance 
Special  #S-00136). 

For  details  on  materials  for  clean  up 
buckets,  health  kits,  and  other  kits,  go  to 
http://gbgm-umc.org/umcor/kiLs/  on  the 
Internet. 
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Pastor  who  is  trained  mediator  wants 
churches  to  handle  conflict  with  skill 


*By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 

A  Goldsboro  District  pastor  who  is  a 
trained  mediator  wants  churches  to  learn 
how  to  handle  conflict  with  skill  -  and  with 
the  spiritual  resources  available  to  them. 

David  Hollowell,  pastor  of  Mt.  Carmel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pikeville, 
recently  led  an  all-day  workshop  on  con- 
flict transformation  for  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Goldsboro  District.  Some 
120  people  from  41  congregations  attended 
the  workshop  at  Daniels  Memorial  UMC  in 
Goldsboro. 

Hollowell  has  led  a  similar  workshop 
for  the  Wilmington  District  and  has  taught 
classes  on  the  topic  in  the  Burlington  and 
Fayetteville  districts. 

"Conflict,  if  it  is  not  dealt  with  properly, 
can  be  very  destructive,"  he  said  during  an 
interview  in  his  office  at  Mt.  Carmel.  "Con- 
flict is  inevitable  really  but  you  can  handle 
it  in  a  way  that  is  not  bad  -  keep  it  from 
getting  out  of  hand,  keep  it  from  becom- 
ing destructive — and  in  that  way  can  trans- 
form it  into  something  that  is  positive  for 
the  church  rather  than  something  that  is 
destructive." 

Rev.  Hollowell  was  reluctant  to  discuss 
specific  guidelines  for  dealing  with  conflict, 
pointing  out  that  each  case  is  unique  and 
often  quite  complicated.  But,  he  identified 
an  important  step  in  approaching  conflict: 
acknowledgment  that  it  exists. 

"People  have  a  tendency  to  avoid  conflict 
and  in  many  instances  ignore  it,  thinking 
that  it  will  go  away,"  he  said.  In  a  church, 
the  congregation  may  feel  that  "there's 
something  wrong  with  us3  because  were 
not  supposed  to  have  any  conflict." 

But,  conflict  doesn't  go  away,  and  in 
many  cases  it  just  gets  worse.  Rev.  Hol- 
lowell's  counsel  is  to  maintain  communi- 
cation. 

"Don't  ignore  conflict,"  he  said.  "Take 
the  approach  of  talking  about  it  and  ad- 
dressing it."  Church  conflicts,  he  said,  of- 
ten involve  more  than  meets  the  eye. 

"I  do  believe  that  there  are  spiritual  as- 
pects to  conflict  within  the  church,"  he  said. 
Satan  is  alive  and  real,  trying  to  render  the 
church  ineffective,  and  one  strategy  is  to 
use  conflict  to  weaken  the  church  and  dis- 
tract it  from  its  mission.  "I  think  Satan  is 
very  pleased  when  that  happens." 

Rev.  Hollowell  is  not  surprised  by  the  in- 
tensity of  conflict  found  in  some  churches. 

"When  you're  dealing  with  people  in 
churches  you're  dealing  with  people  who 
are  very  passionate  -  people  who  are  very 
strong  in  their  convictions,"  he  said.  "One 
of  the  reasons  that  people  in  the  church  are 
so  passionate  is  that  you're  dealing  with 
things  that  are  very  important.  Certainly  in 


the  church  we  are  dealing  with  God's  busi- 
ness, with  eternal  things." 

Although  his  training  as  an  attorney  and 
mediator  informs  his  approach  to  conflict, 
so  does  the  church's  Book  -  the  Bible. 

Biblically,  Rev.  Hollowell  refers  to  Mat- 
thew 18:15,  in  which  Jesus  provides  direc- 
tions for  someone  who  has  been  offended 
by  a  fellow  believer. 

"Jesus  says  go  to  that  person  directly  and 
talk  to  them  about  it  —  and  do  it  alone," 
he  said.  Against  that  direction,  people  in 
churches  often  talk  about  the  offense  with 
everyone  else  except  the  offending  party, 
he  said,  adding  that  people  also  wait  for  the 
person  who  has  offended  them  to  come  and 
apologize  -  when  Jesus  says  to  go  to  the 
person  who  has  offended  them. 

When  people  talk  to  everyone  but  the  of- 
fending- party,  "things  have  a  way  of  kind 
of  growing  from  there,"  he  said. 

A  face-to-face  meeting  may  not  resolve 
the  conflict.  Jesus'  wofcls  in  Matthew  18 
instruct  the  offended  person  to  meet  again 
with  the  offending  party,  and  to  bring  a  cou- 


Race  of  Grace 
hitting  the 
road  April  30 

*  Carlin  Johnson 

United  Methodists  from  across  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  are  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Race  of  Grace  5K  on  April  30. 
The  race  was  organized  in  the  Raleigh  Dis- 
trict to  help  bring  focus  to  important  areas 
of  need  throughout  the  area. 

The  mission  of  the  2006  Race  of  Grace  is 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  the  hun- 
gry through  education,  inspiration,  many-a- 
donation,  and  perspiration.  The  race,  enter- 
ing its  third  year,  has  quickly  become  one 
of  the  largest  road  races  in  the  Raleigh  area. 
Unique  to  the  Race  of  Grace  is  the  clergy 
division.  Fast  clergy  are  encouraged  to 
challenge  defending  champ  Rick  Clayton, 
pastor  of  Hayes  Barton  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

This  year's  race  is  slated  for  4  pm  on 
Sunday,  April  30,  at  Edenton  Street  UMC. 
The  race  will  benefit  three  hunger-relief 
agencies:  Urban  Ministries  of  Wake  Coun- 
ty, Interfaith  Food  Shuttle,  and  Bunn  Com- 
munity Outreach.  In  addition,  a  food  drive 
will  be  held  to  benefit  Clayton  Area  Minis- 
tries, an  outreach  in  Clayton  which  serves 
the  hungry.  The  organizing  team  has  set 


pie  of  others  along  so  that  everything  may 
be  confirmed  by  two  or  three  witnesses. 

Rev.  Hollowell  said  that  many  read  this 
passage  to  mean  that  the  witnesses  were 
going  along  simply  to  back  them  up  or  take 
their  side  in  the  conflict. 

"The  best  witness  is  going  to  be  someone 
who  is  impartial."  he  said,  echoing  his  legal 
training.  He  added  that  this  is  the  substance 
of  mediation  -  bringing  in  an  impartial  third 
party  to  help  guide  the  discussions. 

Because  of  the  spiritual  resources  avail- 
able to  the  church,  the  church  has  the  po- 
tential to  become  a  model  for  dealing  with 
conflict,  he  said. 

"I  think  the  church  can  be  a  model," 
Rev.  Hollowell  said.  "It  certainly  isn't  at 
this  point.  I  think  the  key  is  to  remember 
that  it's  not  about  us,  it's  about  Christ.  It's 
about  his  church." 

In  the  midst  of  conflict  the  healthiest 
things  are  to  agree  to  disagree  and  then  to 
move  on  for  the  good  of  the  church  —  "and 
to  have  the  love  of  Christ  to  bind  you  all 
together  in  spite  of  your  differences,"  he 


DAVID  HOLLOWELL 


said.  "The  healthiest  thing  we  can  do  i 
understand  that  we  are  not  going  to  ag 
on  everything.  But  can  we  not  agree  to 

agree?" 


The  church  then  can  let  the  love  of  Ch 
and  love  for  one  another  keep  every( 
working  together  in  pursuit  of  the  churc 
mission,  he  said. 


it ': 
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*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  conference 
der  and  does  some  free  lance  writing  in 
Goldsboro  District. 


m 
: 


The  start  of  last  year's  Race  of  Grace 


goals  this  year  of  attracting  1500  runners 
and  walkers  and  raising  $50,000. 

The  Race  of  Grace  draws  competitive  run- 
ners and  concerned  friends  from  the  area, 
and  also  serves  as  an  opportunity  for  laity 
to  come  together  for  fellowship,  exercise, 
music,  refreshments,  and  celebration.  This 
year,  a  dozen  musical  groups  will  line  the 
race  course  to  serenade  runners  and  WSHA 
Shaw  University  radio  will  broadcast  live 
from  race  headquarters 

Fruit,  bagels,  and  smoothies  will  be 
on  hand  for  participants  and  spectators 
alike.  For  competitive  runners,  finishing 
in  the  top  three  in  any  of  the  26  divisions 
brings  not  only  the  award  of  a  gift  certifi- 
cate, but  also  the  choice  of  a  home-baked 
cake.  That  makes  78  cakes  baked  by  a 
crew  of  volunteers. 

This  year,  there  will  be  more  than  one 
way  to  support  the  mission  of  the  Race  of 
Grace.  On  Friday,  April  28,  the  first  four- 
person.  Captain's  Choice,  Golfing  for  Hun- 


ger tournament  will  be  held  at  Eagles  Rid 
Golf  Club.  The  golf  tourney  will  compl 
ment  the  outreach  of  the  Race  of  Grac 
providing  an  opportunity  to  further  ass: 
its  beneficiaries. 

The  cost  for  the  tournament  is  $50  p 
person  or  $200  per  team.  It  is  being  fligr 
ed  by  handicap  or  average  scores.  She 
gun  tee  off  times  are  8:30  am  and  1 :30  pi 
Lunch  will  be  provided.  Lunch  will  be  pr« 
vided.  Prizes  will  be  awarded  and  a  hoi 
in-one,  on  a  selected  par  three  hole,  wins 
2006  vehicle. 

To  enter,  or  for  more  details,  call  (91! 
772-4410  or  e-mail  saumcpastor@bert 
south.net. 

Additional  information  about  the 
of  Grace  and  Golfing  for  Hunger  may  t 
found  at  www.RaceofGrace.org  or  by  cal 
ing  Carlin  Johnson  at  (919)  387-0404. 


0 
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*  Carlin  Johnson,  a  member  of  St.  Frat  b 
cis  UMC,  is  the  race  organizer. 
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RYE  Foundation  awards  grant  to  DBOM 


)isciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministry,  lo- 
ed  in  Archdale,  is  creating  a  video  for 
youth  Bible  study  curriculum  thanks  to 
;ranl  from  the  RYE  Foundation  of  Win- 
n-Salem, NC. 

iVarren  Steen,  president  of  the  Rye  Foun- 
ion,  said  that  the  project  matches  well 
th  what  his  organization  is  trying  to  do 
youth  and  children. 

This  project  will  have  a  tremendous 
jact  across  the  state,"  Steen  said.  "The 
rk  of  this  ministry  is  a  natural  fit  with 

»at  our  foundation  is  trying  to  do." 
'We're  concerned  that  there  are  40,000 

uth  inmates  in  North  Carolina  and 

i  120,000  boys  and  girls  who  wake  up 
I  eh  day  with  no  role  model,"  said  Steen. 

/e're  trying  to  help  the  youth  who  are  af- 
l£ted  by  that." 

"We're  delighted  to  work  with  the  RYE 
"foundation  and  very  appreciative  of  their 
pport,"  said  Dr.  Mark  Hicks,  executive 
rector  of  Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Min- 
xes. "The  potential  for  expanding  this 
inistry  into  other  states  is  very  strong." 
A  joint  ministry  of  the  Western  North 
irolina  and  North  Carolina  Annual  Con- 
ences  that  was  begun  in  1999,  Disci- 
:  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  promotes 
:  four  Disciple  Bible  Study  courses  and 
Lings  of  Fellowship,"  a  course  for  youth 
the  local  church  and  in  other  settings  in- 
uding  juvenile  prisons. 
"Rings  of  Fellowship"  was  created  on 
e  Disciple  Bible  Study  model,  and  like 
sciple,  it  was  edited  by  United  Method- 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke.  "Rings"  is  de- 
gned  into  five  sections:  Responsibility, 


Presenting  a  check  from  the  R.Y.E.  Foundation  for  the  new 
RINGS  video  are  (l-r)  Warren  Steen,  president  of  the  R.Y.E. 
Foundation;  Pam  Cash  and  Jacque  Pennell,  R.Y.E.  Board 


members;  Dr.  Mark  Hicks,  DBOM  executive  director;  the  Rev. 
Andy  Lambert  and  Sanda  Simpson  of  Issac  Ministries;  and 
Darrell  Hayden  of  DBOM. 


God's  action  in  an  Individual's  life,  Neigh- 
bors (Christ's  Gospel  message),  God,  and 
Service.  Each  section  includes  four  lessons 
plus  a  graduation  ceremony  for  each  phase, 
which  gives  participants  a  regular  sense  of 
accomplishment  as  they  move  through  the 
course. 

In  addition  to  its  use  a  number  of  juvenile 
prisons,  "Rings"  is  used  in  the  local  church, 
both  as  a  Sunday  school  curriculum  in  for 
the  junior  high  age  group  and  as  a  UMYF 


evening  study.  "Rings  of  Fellowship"  has 
also  been  translated  into  Spanish. 

The  video  project  is  also  being  finan- 
cially supported  by  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  A  wide  cross-section  of  col- 
lege-and  high  school-aged  young  people 
are  being  used  in  the  filming.  DBOM  has 
partnered  with  Rev.  Andy  Lambert,  a  Unit- 
ed Methodist  evangelist  and  president  of 
Issac  Ministries  and  Bill  Gibson,  creative 


videographer.  to  develop  the  new  videos. 
"Far  from  talking  heads,  the  RINGS  videos 
will  be  designed  just  for  youth  and  will  be 
high  energy,  creative  and  inspiring."  Hicks 
said. 

Based  in  Winston-Salem,  the  Rye  Foun- 
dation derives  its  name  from  the  first  let- 
ter of  its  three  programming  priorities 
-  Religion,  Youth  and  Education.  This  is 
the  foundation's  third  major  gift  to  United 
Methodist  projects. 


;A  Dream  for  Children'  is  theme  for  Children's  March 


By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 

A  Dream  for  Children 

"Dream,  dream,  this  is  my  dream 

for  the  children  of  the  world. 

Peace,  joy  and  happiness 

for  every  boy  and  girl. 

A  world  where  there  is  food  to  eat. 

A  home  for  everyone  with  health 

and  safety  a  major  concern  and 

schools  for  them  to  learn." 

These  are  the  words  to  the  theme  song 
y  Dr.  Thomas  Moore  of  Myers  Park  UMC 
Charlotte  for  the  North  Carolina  United 
lethodist  Children's  March  on  the  State 
apitol  scheduled  for  Tuesday,  June  20. 
1)06. 

The  theme  for  the  march  is  "Listen  to 
le  Children,  the  voice  with  no  vote"  and 
le  words  to  this  song  are  the  voices  of  our 
hildren  calling  upon  us  as  people  of  faith 
nd  calling  upon  our  lawmakers,  as  is  the 


voice  of  Christ,  to  give  attention  to  the 
"least  of  these."  This  march  on  the  state 
Capitol  gives  opportunity  to  raise  a  voice  to 
the  issues  around  livable  wage  and  to  study 
about  how  to  be  advocates  for  children  and 
the  impoverished  and  to  respond  in  action 
for  justice. 

Churches  are  invited  to  bring  children, 
youth  and  adults  to  join  with  United  Meth- 
odists from  across  North  Carolina  for  this 
march. 

The  gathering  will  begin  at  1:00pm  on 
Tuesday,  June  20,  at  the  Youth  Center  of 
Edenton  St  UMC.  There  will  be  a  program 
there  featuring  music  with  Dr.  Thomas 
Moore  and  Bobbie  Rowland  of  UNC-Char- 
lotte.  Sallie  Jo  Snyder  from  the  Children's 
Defense  Fund  in  Washington,  DC  will 
speak  as  will  Bishop  Lawrence  McClesky 
of  the  WNC  Conference. 

From  the  Youth  Center  the  march  will 
proceed  to  the  Capitol  Building  for  a  prayer 


and  then  the  Legislature  Building  for  a  pro- 
gram led  by  the  Junior  Senate  of  All  God's 
Children  UMC,  Rev.  Laura  Early  and  Bish- 
op Al  Gwinn  of  the  NC  Conference.  After 
this  program  the  march  is  concluded  but 
participants  are  welcome  to  schedule  visits 
with  their  representatives  and  legislators. 

A  one  session  curriculum  resource  to 
prepare  for  the  march  for  adults  and  chil- 
dren will  be  available  in  mid-March  at 
the  website:  www.umchildrenmarch.org. 
Other  resources  may  be  found  there  as  well 
including  a  downloadable  registration  form 
or  online  registration. 

Groups  are  asked  to  register  their  plans  to 
attend  by  May  19.  In  mid-May  confirma- 
tion information  will  be  sent  to  those  reg- 
istered. To  receive  registration  and  other 
materials  (without'online  access)  please 
contact  the  Office  of  Children's  Ministries 
at  the  NC  Conference  United  Methodist 
Building  -  1-800-849-4433. 


Prior  to  the  date  of  the  march,  NC  state 
legislators  will  receive  a  letter  of  invita- 
tion from  the  two  Bishops  of  NC,  a  letter 
of  invitation  from  the  planning  team  for 
the  march  and  a  packet  of  information  to 
include  a  booklet  of  published  prayers  and 
drawings  from  children  in  United  Method- 
ist churches  across  NC  as  well  as  a  letter 
from  Marian  Wright  Edelman  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Defense  Fund. 

Satellite  locations  for  the  march  are 
planned  for  First  UMC-Elizabeth  City  and 
First  UMC-Waynesville.  The  registration 
form  enables  groups  to  indicate  which  lo- 
cation they  plan  to  attend.  A  letter  of  in- 
vitation with  information  about  the  march 
has  been  mailed  to  all  pastors  of  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  North  Carolina. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference  di- 
rector of  children,  youth,  and  young  adult 
ministries. 
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'Connecting  Hearts  Through  the  Arts' 


Hispanic  ministry  begun  at 
Oleander  UMC 

*  By  Shelby  Salley 

The  Rev.  Linda  Taylor  and  members 
of  Oleander  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Wilmington,  noticed  some  of  there  new 
neighbors  were  Latinos.  Church  members 
wanted  to  reach  out,  meet,  fellowship,  and 
exchange  the  wonders  of  the  two  cultures. 

To  do  this  they  realized  help  was  nee- 
ded to  reach  their  goal  since  no  one  at  the 
church  spoke  Spanish  fluently  or  knew 
first  hand  cultural  traits  and  characteristics 
of  Latinos. 

Three  steps  were  taken  to  reach  this 
goal:  a  search  began  for  partners  in  the 
community  who  would  help:  a  grant  was 
submitted  to  The  Duke  Endowment;  and 
the  church  prayed. 

"Knowing  that  there  is  a  significant  shift 
in  our  population  and  culture  state-wide, 
we  wanted  to  create  a  program  model  that 
would  allow  other  churches  the  choice  to 
implement  a  similar  program  with  ease," 
said  Rev.  Taylor. 

Congregants  searched  for  a  Spanish  te- 
acher and  started  Spanish  classes.  "Many 
times  I  had  been  greeted  in  various  places 
by  Latinos  who  respectfully  greeted  me  in 
English.  I  wanted  to  learn  how  to  return 
that  respect  by  learning  Spanish.  It  has 
been  exciting  learning  how  to  introduce 
myself  and  how  to  greet  someone  warmly 
in  their  language."  said  Shelby  Salley. 

In  December.  Oleander  UMC  was  awar- 
ded a  Duke  Endowment  grant  for  "Connec- 
ting Hearts  Through  the  Arts."  a  Hispanic- 


ministry  program.  The  first  step  of  the 
ministry  was  to  learn  information  that 
would  teach  how  to  become  culturally 
sensitive. 

Immediately,  plans  for  Latino  101: 
A  Bridge  Building  Workshop,  sponso- 
red by  the  North  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches,  was  scheduled  for  Februa- 
ry. Rev.  Denise  Long,  program  asso- 
ciate with  the  NC  Carolina  Council  of 
Churches,  shared  with  workshop  partici- 
pants that  North  Carolina  is  the  state  that 
experienced  the  fastest  growth  in  the  na- 
tion over  the  last  ten  years  in  regards  to 
the  Latino  population. 

"They  come  here  for  economic  re- 
asons. We  see  them  working  in  the 
transportation,  construction,  and  service 
industries,  or  as  farm  workers.  There  is  a 
common  misperception  that  immigrants 
are  a  drain  on  taxpayers.  The  fact  is.  ho- 
wever, that  each  farm  worker  in  North 
Carolina  contributes  $12,000  in  profits 
to  the  agriculture  industry.  They  are 
good  neighbors,  and  it  is  important  that 
we  try  to  get  rid  of  false  stereotypes." 
said  Rev.  Long. 

The  Rev.  Alice  Kunka  shared  a  simu- 
lation board  game  that  allowed  workshop 
participants  to  experience  the  challenges 
that  immigrants  face.  Dr.  Enrique  Pala- 
cio  shared  concepts  about  family,  religi- 
on, and  work  in  the  Latino  culture. 

"I  was  not  aware  of  the  depth  of  com- 
mitment and  the  decision  making  influ- 
ence of  the  extended  family  in  the  Lati- 
no culture."  said  Leon  West,  workshop 
participant.  "I  am  learning  that  it  is  the 
extended  family  that  is  a  committed  re- 


nin 

Rev.  Linda  Taylor,  far  right,  and  LATINO  101  workshop  participants  learn  thi  1 
daily  challenges  faced  by  immigrants  through  the  use  of  a  simulation  boan  ■ 
game 


source  for  meeting  challenges." 

Community  agencies  were  very  exci- 
ted to  partner  with  the  grant.  The  Cape 
Fear  Literacy  Council  agreed  to  spon- 
sor a  workshop  to  teach  how  to  become 
English  as  a  Second  language  (ESL) 
tutors.  The  literacy  councils  of  the 
neighboring  counties  that  are  included 
in  the  Wilmington  District  of  the  Uni- 
ted Methodist  Churches  agreed  to  help 
churches  in  their  counties. 

Cape  Fear  Community  College  agreed 
to  sponsor  a  teacher  for  ESL  classes. 
The  newly  created  Centres  Hispanos, 
a  resource  center  at  UNC-W.  partnered 
to  provide  a  bilingual  graduate  student 
to  translate  printed  materials  and  verbal 
opportunities.  Centres  Latinos  agreed 
to  be  a  liaison  to  help  with  community 
building  and  advertising  in  AMIGOS 
magazine. 

As  the  church  works  to  build  relati- 


onships  with  the  Latino  community,  mem- 
bers are  planning  musical  events  and  other 
performing  arts  activities  to  allow  fellow- 
ship  opportunities  and  a  time  to  ask  the  new  ^ 
neighbors  about  their  needs  while  acclima- 
ting to  this  area. 

Building  on  the  gifts  of  church  members, 
ESL  classes  such  as  Studying  for  a  Driver's 
Permit,  Talking  with  your  Child's  Tea- 
cher, Learning  the  American  Money  Sy- 
stem, Knitting  a  Prayer  Shawl,  etc.  are  all 
possibilities.  In  exchange.  Oleander  UMC 
is  very  excited  about  the  possibilities  of 
their  new  Latino  friends  teaching  and  sha- 
ring their  talents  and  gifts. 

For  further  information,  contact: 
Rev.  Linda  Taylor.  Oleander  UMC.  5810 
Oleander  Drive,  Wilmington,  NC  28403, 
(910)  452-5033. 

*  Shelby  Salley  is  a  member  of  Oleander\ 
UMC. 


Jordan  Center  hires  Hellinger  as  new  directoi 


Kathrine  Hellinger 


*By  Maria  Murray  Riemann 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  (MHC) 
has  announced  the  appointment  of  Kather- 
ine  W.  Hellinger  as  director  of  Early  Child- 
hood Services  at  the  Jordan  Child  and  Fam- 
ily Enrichment  Center. 

Ms.  Hellinger  comes  to  the  Center  with 
15  years  of  experience  in  early  childhood 
education  in  roles  ranging  from  teacher  and 
center  director  to  regional  director  in  cen- 
ters focused  both  on  children  with  special 
needs  and  typically  developing  children. 

David  Witt,  interim  president  and  CEO 
of  MHC,  said  "Katherine  brings  a  wealth  of 
knowledge  to  this  position  that  clearly  will 
benefit  all  the  children  and  families  served 
at  the  Jordan  Center.  Her  expertise  will 
also  strengthen  the  early  childhood  compo- 
nent of  MHC's  family  of  services  that  nur- 


ture children,  youth  and  families.  Her  en- 
thusiasm for  young  children  is  contagious, 
and  I  anticipate  a  lot  of  excited  little — and 
big — faces  at  the  Jordan  Center!" 

Most  recently  Ms.  Hellinger  was  direc- 
tor at  the  Dorothy  Spainhour  Center  and 
Cape  Fear  Children's  Center  in  Fayette ville 
where  she  oversaw  the  daily  operations  of 
the  center,  including  budgeting  and  person- 
nel. 

She  is  deeply  involved  in  advocating  for 
the  inclusion  of  children  with  disabilities  in 
community  childcare  settings;  and  she  also 
has  had  extensive  experience  in  collabo- 
ration with  multiple  community  partners, 
including  private,  county  and  state  agen- 
cies, to  insure  the  best  quality  education  for 
those  in  her  care. 

"I  have  always  worked  for  and  with 
young  children,"  said  Ms.  Hellinger,  "they 


are  my  passion.  The  Jordan  Center  providi 
an  incredible  opportunity  for  me  to  com 
ue  my  lifelong  vocation.  Methodist  Hot 
for  Children  understands  well  the  needs 
all  young  children,  those  typically  devel 
ing  and  those  with  special  needs,  and  has 
genuine  commitment  to  insuring  that  th 
are  all  fully  met.  I  look  forward  to  servi 
as  Jordan  Center's  director  and  continui 
the  fine  work  done  here." 

In  addition  to  a  notable  array  of  profd 
sional  experience,  Ms.  Hellinger  also  h( 
impressive  educational  credentials,  inclu 
ing  a  Master's  degree  in  Early  Childhrj 
Education.  She  is  also  has  a  Level  III  Su 
Certification  in  Childcare  Administrate 
Her  appointment  is  effective  February  231  ^ 

|l 

*  Maria  Murray  Riemann  is  MHC  direfti 
tor  of  communications. 


* 
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t's  B.I.G.!  Publishing  House  unveils  SS  program 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert* 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  If  you 
;  having  problems  getting  children  excit- 
about  Sunday  school,  maybe  you  should 
ive  B.I.G." 

[t  wouldn't  hurt  to  sing,  shout,  laugh, 
,  dance,  create,  run,  jump,  fly  and  think, 
eak  and  relate  to  a  belief  in  God  either. 
''Live  B.I.G."  (Belief  in  God)  is  a  new 
nday  school  curriculum  being  offered 
the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
•use  in  churches  this  September.  The  in- 
active program  has  colorful  characters, 
ol  music  and  travel  segments  designed  to 
e  the  three  ways  children  learn  -  hearing, 
eing  and  then  living  what  they  learn, 
b  "We  want  children  to  ask  to  go  to  Sunday 
4  hool  -  to  drag  their  parents  out  of  bed  to 
ke  them  to  church,"  said  Marj  Pon,  direc- 
r  of  children's  resources. 
The  average  family  in  the  United  States 
f atches  8  hours  and  1 1  minutes,  of  tele- 
sion  a  day,  according  to  a  report  from 
ielsen  Media  Research.  Children  are 
owing  up  in  homes  equipped  with  mul- 
3le  televisions,  computers  with  Internet, 
deo  games,  iPods,  CD  and  DVD  players 
many  in  their  own  bedrooms. 
In  2004,  the  Publishing  House  started 
oking  at  those  statistics  and  planning  for 
ays  to  capture  children's  attention  in  a 
ultimedia  world,  Pon  said.  Surveys  were 


sent  to  1 ,200  churches,  and  more  than  400 
churches  were  selected  as  test  sites  for  the 
curriculum. 

College  Heights  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pittsburg,  Kan.,  was  one  of  the 
churches  that  tested  the  prototype. 

"The  kids  can  hardly  wait"  for  the  new 
curriculum  to  come,  the  Rev.  Ken  Butts 
said.  "It  really  piqued  their  interest." 

"We  need  a  way  to  bring  kids  into  the 
21st  century  and  assist  teachers,"'  agreed 
Patricia  Prillaman,  director  of  Christian 
education  at  Parkview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Newport  News,  Va. 

"It  made  all  the  difference  in  the  world," 
to  the  children  in  her  church,  she  said. 
"Prior  to  this  curriculum,  the  children  were 
bored,  sitting  around  a  table,  doing  their 
Sunday  school  lesson.  With  this  program, 
they  were  jumping,  singing  and  happy." 

"Live  B.I.G."  is  an  annual  resource  with 
12  DVDs,  a  teacher's  book  and  student 
books.  It  is  designed  to  cover  the  Bible  in 
two  years,  Pon  said.  It  will  be  available  for 
ordering  in  June,  in  time  for  fall  classes. 

The  DVD  kits  are  $175.  Leader's  guides 
are  $14,  and  student  books  are  $4  each 
for  preschool  and  elementary  and  $5  for 
tweens.  Introductory  video  clips  and  other 
information  are  available  at  www.ilivebig. 
com. 

*Gilbert  is  a  United  Methodist  News  Ser- 
vice news  writer  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


J  'wenty-five  students  attended  the  first  Beginners  Class  in  Microsoft  FrontPage  2003 
idd  at  the  United  Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh  in  mid-March.  The  introductory 

I  lass  in  webpage  design,  taught  by  Linda  Smith,  conference  webmaster,  covered 

jjables,  text,  graphics,  borders,  hyperlinks,  pages,  and  publishing  a  website.  Shown 
re  Linda  Smith,  center,  explaining  a  FrontPage  component  to  Gary  Locklear,  left, 

,  md  Delia  Woods,  right,  from  Sandy  Plains  UMC.  (NC  Conference  photo  by  Bill 
Norton) 


Virginia  church  members  building  a  home  in  Sneedville,  Tenn.,  are  filmed  for  the 
"Live  B.I.G."  curriculum.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Marj  Pon 


Robb  Webb  joins  Duke 
Endowment  rural  church  staff 

Robb  Webb  has  joined  The  Duke  En- 
dowment as  Associate  Director  of  the  Ru- 
ral Church  Division. 

In  December  2005  Webb  received  his 
Master  of  Divinity  from  Duke  University. 
Before  attending  Duke,  Webb  worked  as  a 
consultant  with  PriceWaterhouseCoopers, 
LLP  in  Charlotte.  Prior  to  that  he  was  a 
vice  president  for  a  regional  health  care 
consulting  firm  in  Charlotte.  Webb  recei- 
ved his  undergraduate  degree  from  David- 
son College. 

"Robb's  background  in  consulting  mat- 
ched with  his  knowledge  of  the  church  is 
a  particularly  valuable  combination  for  us. 
We  are  delighted  to  have  someone  of  his 
ability  join  us  in  our  work,"  said  W.  Joseph 
Mann,  director  of  the  Rural  Church  Divi- 
sion. 

The  Duke  Endowment  is  a  private  foun- 
dation established  in  1924  by  North  Caro- 
lina industrialist  and  philanthropist  James 
B.  Duke.  Its  mission  is  to  serve  the  people 
of  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  by 


Robb  Webb 

supporting  selected  programs  of  higher 
education,  health  care,  children's  welfare, 
and  spiritual  life. 

In  2005,  the  Endowment  awarded  almost 
$125  million  in  grants.  Grants  awarded 
since  1924  total  more  than  $2.1  billion. 
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Around  the  Conference 

North  Raleigh 
UMC  sanctuary 
consecrated 

North  Raleigh  UMC  consecrated  their 
new  sanctuary  on  February  19. 
Participating  in  the  service  were 
Raleigh  District  Superintendent 
Edward  Hill,  the  Rev.  Bob  Wallace,  the 
Rev.  Doug  Jessee,  Dr.  Belton  Joyner, 
the  Rev.  Keith  Glover,  the  Rev.  Kim 
Lamb,  and  the  Rev.  Bob  O'Keef. 
Music  was  provided  by  six  handbell 
groups  and  seven  choral  groups 
with  members  ranging  from  children  to 

seniors. 


Burlington  UMW  gather  at  MERCI 

Fifty-eight  United  Methodist  Women  from  the  Burlington  District  spent  a  very  rainy 
Saturday  working  at  the  MERCI  warehouse  in  early  February.  They  traveled  to 
Goldsboro  in  five  church  vans  and  cars.  For  some,  it  was  their  first  trip  to  MERCI 
and  they  were  given  a  special  tour  of  the  facility.  Among  duties  accomplished  that 
day  were:  cutting  fabric  from  patterns;  sewing  pull-over  dresses  and  making  match- 
ing jackets  for  little  girls;  putting  together  health  kits,  school  kits  and  layette  kits; 
disassembling  classroom  chairs  for  shipping;  moving  furniture;  and  some  work  on 
computers. 


Galilee  UMC  Children 's  Choir 


The  Children's  Choir  of  Galilee  United  Methodist  Church  in  Laurin-  * 
burg  was  recently  organized.  The  children  provide  music  for  third  ',J- 
Sunday  morning  worship  service,  usher,  read  the  scripture  lesson,  and  or 
participate  in  prayer  service.  Colon  McLean,  minister  of  music,  accom- 
panies the  children  on  piano;  AUyn  McLean  and  Ms.  Nicolette  Allen 
direct  the  children's  choir.  Mrs.  Patricia  Bailey  and  Ms.  Alice  Morgan  s 
are  the  captains  for  the  Children's  Usher  Board.  Dr.  Jesse  Brunson  is 
the  pastor  of  Galilee. 


Newbegun  members  sort  clothes 

Sorting  clothes  for  Haiti  and  Armenia  during  a  Newbegun  UMC  workday 
at  the  MERCI  Center  are  (I-r)  Debbie  Brinkley,  Stacy  Small  and  Jean  Blys- 
tone.  Others  who  participated  were  Anita  Elliott,  Judith  Leight  (Riverside 
UMC),  Mary  Evelyn  Markham,  and  Para  Drake,  pastor.  Newbegun  is  in 
the  Elizabeth  City  District. 
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Jchool  association  responds 
o  Judicial  Council  decision 
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By  Vicki  Brown* 

INASHVILLE.  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  A  United 
ethodist  association  of  schools  has  issued 
•esolution  expressing  "deep  concern  for 
;  pain  and  alienation'"  of  those  affected 
the  Judicial  Council  decision  reinstating 
pastor  who  denied  church  membership  to 
openly  gay  man. 

e  resolution,  issued  by  the  National 
sociation  of  Schools  and  Colleges  of  the 
ited  Methodist  Church,  was  affirmed 
lanimously  by  the  United  Methodist 
Dard  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry's 
ivision  of  Higher  Education  at  the 
ency's  spring  board  meeting  March  1 1 . 

I"  The  resolution  was  in  response  to 
dicial  Council  Decision  1032,  which 
)held  the  Rev.  Ed  Johnson's  denial  of 
lurch  membership  to  an  openly  gay 
an  at  South  Hill  (Va.)  United  Methodist 
hurch.  It  also  expressed  concern  for  the 
iin  caused  by  "the  ongoing  conflicted 
scussion  on  Decision  1027  regarding  the 
ergy  status  of  persons  living  in  same-sex 
lationships."  That  decision  upheld  the 
moval  of  ministerial  credentials  from 
eth  Stroud  of  Pennsylvania,  who  is  in  a 
sbian  relationship. 

"As  United  Methodist-related  college 
id  university  leaders,  we  embrace  the 
lurch's  affirmation:  'Open  hearts.  Open 
inds.  Open  doors.'  We  affirm  the  core 
umanistic  and  religious  value  that  all 
ersons  are  of  sacred  worth  and  equal 
anding,"  the  resolution  states. 
"We  welcome  students  to  our  campuses 
gardless  of  their  race  or  ethnicity,  their 
|reed,  national  origin,  gender,  or  sexual 
dentation.  ...  We  promote  a  vision  of  life 
l  which  people  are  judged  by  the  content 
f  their  character  and  not  their  skin  color, 
leir  gender,  their  sexual  orientation,  or  any 
f  the  other  official  barriers  used  to  devalue 
ome  of  God's  children,"  the  statement 
sads. 

The  association' s  1 23  member  institutions 
rtclude  college  preparatory  schools,  two- 
Bar  colleges,  four-year  colleges  and 
niversities,  one  professional  school  and 
3  United  Methodist  schools  of  theology. 
Tie  organization  seeks  to  strengthen,  the 
elationship  between  the  schools  and  the 
lenomination. 

David  Beckley,  president  of  Rust 
College  in  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  and  of 
he  association,  said  the  resolution  was 
ipproved  at  the  organization's  Feb.  5-6 
neeting  in  Washington.  It  was  then  sent 
a  all  members  of  the  organization  for 
omments.  Beckley  said  he  received  some 
omments  that  were  incorporated,  but  no 


opposition. 

A  number  of  colleges  -  including 
Baldwin- Wallace  in  Berea.  Ohio,  which 
presented  the  resolution  to  the  association 
-  have  had  serious  discussions  about  what 
it  means  to  be  a  United  Methodist-related 
institution,  Beckley  said.  The  presidents 
saw  discrimination  as  running  counter 
to  what  it  means  to  be  a  church-related 
institution,  he  said. 

The  affirmation  of  the  resolution  by  the 
division  "affirms  the  principle  of  the  total 
worth  of  all  God's  people,"  Beckley  said. 

"We  affirm  the  church  in  its  decades- 
long  struggle  to  balance  an  unqualified 
commitment  to  sacred  worth,  sacred 
identity  and  sacred  practice,"  the  resolution 
states.  "The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  consistently  chosen  to  walk  the  path 
of  constructive  tension  among  these 
commitments.  We  encourage  the  church  to 
resolve  this  issue  in  a  manner  that  upholds 
the  sacred  worth  of  all  human  beings." 

In  the  resolution,  association  calls  "upon 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  continue 
expressing  its  own  stated  commitment 
to  inclusiveness  and  its  opposition  to 
discrimination  in  any  form  that  would 
devalue  a  person's  sacred  worth;  and  we  as 
presidents  of  the  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  and  universities  commit  ourselves 
to  foster  an  education  environment  in  which 
honest  differences  can  be  explored  in  an 
open,  objective  and  safe  environment." 

The  Rev.  Ken  Bedell,  a  staff  member 
of  the  Division  of  Higher  Education, 
said  the  resolution  demonstrates  one  of 
the  -contributions  that  the  church-related 
colleges  and  universities  have  to  make 
to  the  United  Methodist  Church.  "This 
statement  represents  an  attempt  by  the 
presidents  of  United  Methodist-related 
schools  and  colleges  to  connect  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  by  offering  to  be 
'safe'  environments  to  explore  differences 
with  openness  and  objectivity." 

He  called  the  resolution  significant, 
adding  that  "this  is  the  first  time  in  recent 
history  that  NASCUMC  has  spoken  out  on 
issues  being  discussed  in  the  church. 

In  other  action,  the  division  voted  to 
approve  another  association  resolution  to 
develop  a  joint  strategy  aimed  at  increasing 
the  number  of  United  Methodist  students 
at  member  institutions  by  10  percent  by 
2012. 

*Brown  is  an  associate  editor  and  writer 
in  the  Office  of  Interpretation,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 


Over  30  clergy  recently  participated  in  a  Stewardship  Seminar  for  Pastors  New  to 
the  Conference.  The  Biblical  the  Theological  Dimensions  of  Stewardship  were  the 
main  topics  of  the  three-day  gathering  sponsored  by  the  NC  Conference  Steward- 
ship Commission.  Included  in  presentations  were  the  Pastor  as  Steward,  Why  Are 
Apportionments  Important  to  Me  and  My  Church,  Interpreting  the  Mission  and 
Ministry  of  the  Connection,  Training  Children  and  Youth  to  be  Good  Stewards, 
and  Funding  Ideas  for  Ministry  in  the  Local  Church.  (NC  Conference  photo  by  Bill 
Norton) 


Welcome  Relegates  £-  Friends! 


Directions  from  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center  to  Cypress  Glen: 

START:  Depart  303  Greenville  Blvd.SW, 
Greenville,  NC  27834  on  US-264  Alt 
[SR-43]  (East) 

1 .  Turn  LEFT  (North)  onto  South  Elm  St. 

2.  Turn  RIGHT  (East)  onto  East  5th  St 

3.  Turn  LEFT  (North)  onto  Hickory  St 

END:  Arrive  at  100  Hickory  St., 
Greenville,  NC  27858 

Approximately  4. 1  miles. 
Cali  (252)  830-0036  if 
further  directions  ore  needed. 


Shuttle  Puses  Provided 
front  Convention  Center 
5:00-6:00  p.w. 


100  Hickory  Street 
Greenville,  NC  27858 


4. 
5. 


O'St, 


E-  3rd  St 
E- 4th  St 


JLmmJLm 


Greenville 


Life  Care  Services 


irs  a  pig  pickin' 


Wednesday  ■  June  14th  •  9:00-7:00  p.m. 
Cypress  Glen  Retirement  Community 

I0O  Hkfcory  Street  ■  Greenvtte,  N.C 
live  £ntertaintMewt!  Meet  the  PfrectorsJ 

MAP  AND  D€ TAILS  ON  BACH 


The  Communities  ofThe  United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes: 
Crooidoife  V^'loge  ■(Durham)  *  Cyprwi  Ghm  (Grttmttk) 
W*»l*>y  fWs  itufritwrtort)  •  Wtihy  ftidge  (Lumbtrton) 
Q.v)-'  H«i*«n  Viftog *  (Pinehuntl 

INVITE  YOU  TO  A  HOMETOWN  m  P1CK1N 
RSVP  by  June  I:  (919)  3*4  5005  or  5006 
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Survey  shows  satisfaction  with  orders  of  ministry 


By  Vicki  Brown* 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Isola- 
tion, itinerancy,  guaranteed  appointments 
and  the  need  for  better  evaluation  of  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  pastors  are  among  concerns 
lifted  from  a  survey  examining  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

More  than  550  survey  respondents  indi- 
cate that  although  there  are  issues  surround- 
ing ministry,  people  are  largely  satisfied 
with  the  orders  of  ministry  the  denomina- 
tion established  in  1996. 


"I  sense  a  feeling  that  it's  time  to  get  to- 
gether and  move  on  in  order  to  fulfill  the 
ministry  of  the  church."  said  the  Rev.  Mary 
Ann  Moman,  a  staff  executive  in  the  Di- 
vision of  Ordained  Ministry  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  and  a  member  of  the  commission 
studying  ministry  in  the  church. 

The  2004  General  Conference  estab- 
lished the  commission  because  of  ques- 
tions, concerns  and  uncertainty  regarding 
the  two  ordained  clergy  orders  -  deacons 


Methodist  Men  have  a  headquarters  on  Nashville's  Music  Row 

UMM  consecrate  new  building 


By  Rich  Peck* 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  The 
agency  responsible  for  men's  ministry  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  conse- 
crated its  new  headquarters  and  launched 
an  effort  to  provide  big  brother  relation- 
ships with  sons  of  fathers  who  are  incarcer- 
ated. 

The  nine-member  staff  of  the  Commis- 
sion on  United  Methodist  Men  has  moved 
to  a  4,200-square-foot  structure  previ- 
ously occupied  by  the  Nashville  office  of 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad- 
ministration. The  $850,000  building  on 
Nashville's  Music  Row  became  available 
when  the  financial  agency  moved  its  main 
office  from  Evanston,  111.,  to  Nashville  and 
bought  a  new  facility. 

During  the  March  3  service  of  conse- 
cration, Bishop  William  Morris,  acting 
top  staff  executive  of  the  commission,  ac- 
knowledged the  leadership  of  the  agency's 
former  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Harris,  who  is  serving  as  assistant  to  the 
Oklahoma  Area  bishop  and  director  of 
communications  for  the  denomination's 
Oklahoma  Annual  (regional)  Conference. 

The  commission  had  occupied  a  corner 
of  a  building  owned  jointly  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Disci  pleship  and  Board 


of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  The  new 
address  is  the  first  building  occupied  solely 
by  the  men's  agency. 

"I  felt  like  Moses  wandering  the  desert 
for  a  long  time,"  said  Harris,  who  served 
for  eight  and  a  half  years  as  top  executive 
of  the  9-year-old  commission.  ''I  didn't 
know  the  Promised  Land  would  only  be  a 
few  blocks  up  the  street." 

Along  with  the  relocation,  the  agency 
has  moved  ahead  in  several  other  areas 
of  work,  including  launching  its  new  re- 
lationship with  Big  Brothers  Big  Sisters. 
The  National  Association  of  Conference 
Presidents  of  United  Methodist  Men  acted 
on  those  priorities  during  its  early  March 
meeting  in  Nashville. 

In  2005,  units  of  United  Methodist  Men, 
in  partnership  with  the  Society  of  St.  An- 
drew, led  more  than  9,000  volunteers  into 
farmers'  fields  to  pick  up  more  than  3.7 
million  pounds  of  food  for  America's  hun- 
gry. At  the  same  time,  through  their  Meals 
for  Millions  contributions,  the  men  provid- 
ed another  5.7  million  pounds  of  fresh  pro- 
duce for  the  hungry  through  the  society's 
Potato  Project.  The  salvaged  food  together 
resulted  in  28.2  million  servings  of  food. 

*Peck  is  the  communications  coordina- 
tor for  United  Methodist  Men 


and  elders  -  and  local  pastors.  The  General 
Conference,  which  meets  every  four  years, 
is  the  denomination's  top  lawmaking  as- 
sembly. 

Both  the  2000  and  2004  General  Con- 
ferences received  a  large  number  of  peti- 
tions related  to  certified  lay  ministers,  local 
pastors,  deacons  and  elders.  The  commis- 
sion was  established  to  "theologically  dis- 
cuss and  clearly  define  the  ordering  of  our 
shared  life  together  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church." 

Moman  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Kohler,  a 
division  staff  member,  cautioned  that  cur- 
rent results  are  preliminary.  But  the  survey, 
which  is  still  under  way  through  both  on- 
line responses  and  focus  groups  around  the 
world,  indicates  most  people  have  accepted 
the  roles  of  deacons,  elders  and  local  pas- 
tors. 

Kohler  noted  there  were  few  questions 
about  sacramental  authority  for  deacons. 
However,  he  said,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  a  consensus  on  the  voting  rights  and 
responsibilities  of  local  pastors  at  annual 
conferences. 

In  addition  to  the  online  survey,  focus 
groups  are  being  held  in  the  United  States 
and  in  the  central  conferences  -  regions  of 


the  church  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Europe.  On 
such  group  at  United  Methodist-relate 
Africa  University  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe 
criticized  the  commission's  methods.  Th 
group  expressed  its  feeling  that  a  few  focu 
groups  did  not  amount  to  true  consultatio 
or  contribute  to  a  deep,  ongoing  dialogu 
with  the  African  church. 

Moman  said  that  is  complicated,  sine 
central  conferences  can  amend  The  Boo 
of  Discipline  -  the  denomination's  book  o 
polity  and  law  -  to  fit  their  particular  cir 
cumstances.  "We  want  to  know  how  Th' 
Discipline  is  viewed;  we  do  want  a  globa 
perspective,"  she  said. 

For  example,  the  church  in  Zimbabw 
has  not  implemented  the  1996  reorderinj 
of  ministry  and  still  practices  a  sequentia 
ordination,  under  which  a  candidate  be 
comes  a  deacon  and  then  an  elder. 

Around  the  world,  survey  respondent 
saw  the  core  functions  needed  to  fulfill  th 
ministry  of  the  church  as  evangelism,  disci 
pleship,  fellowship,  mission  and  worship. 

*Brown  is  an  associate  editor  and  write 
in  the  Office  of  Interpretation  at  the  Unitec 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  am 
Ministry. 


Thursday,  Friday, 

and  Saturday, 
April  27-29,  2006 

Save  on  books,  Bibles,  gifts, 

A  FA/  greetin9  cards' 

J|fcy/      recorded  music, 
m    I  /A      and  more!* 

■  W    f  ▼      Refreshments  served 


Join  Us  for 

Cokesbury 
Celebration 
Days! 

Visit  your  local 
Cokesbury  Christian  Store 


Raleigh 

ph.  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 

Cokesbury 


Refreshments  served 


April,  2006  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  Page  1 


Gathering  of  Elders  April  24  in  Nashville 


\   Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  invites  all  elders 
aid  to  a  Gathering  of  Elders  on  Monday,  April 
24  at  Nashville  United  Methodist  Church 
T$n  Nashville.  Margaret  Therkelsen,  coun- 
j  selor,  author  and  speaker  from  Lexington, 
KY,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker.  The  day 
jjjwill  begin  with  a  gathering  time  from  9- 
10am.  Worship  and  the  keynote  address 
will  begin  at  10am. 
Therkelsen  is  a  prayer  advocate  who 
iweaves  an  insightful  understanding  of  the 
j  Scripture  with  experiences  from  her  per- 
ht 


sonal  prayer  journey.  She  has  led  prayer  re- 
treats and  seminars  across  the  United  States 
and  in  Africa  and  Haiti. 

Her  publications  include  The  Love  Ex- 
change: An  Adventure  in  Prayer,  A  Prayer 
Experiment:  Prayer  Principles  from  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  Realizing  the 
Presence  of  the  Spirit. 

For  more  information  about  this  gath- 
ering, e-mail  the  Rev.  Mack  McMillan  at 
saintlukepastor@bellsouth.net.  For  direc- 


tions to  Nashville  UMC.  go  to  http://www. 
nashvilleumc.net. 

The  agenda  for  the  Gathering  of  Elders 
is:  9-10  am,  Gathering  time  and  refresh- 
ments, 10  am-Noon,  worship  time  and  Part 
I  of  the  Keynote  Address:  "Spiritual  For- 
mation and  Leadership,"  Noon-1  pm.  Box 
lunch  on  the  grounds;  and  1-3  pm.  Part  II 
of  the  Keynote,  followed  by  Q&A  session 
with  Therkelsen  and  Bishop  Gwinn  and 
closing  worship. 


Margaret  Therkelsen 


Wesley  Pines  breaks  ground  for  new  cottages 


By  Beverley  Pierpoint 


A  groundbreaking  for  two  new 
independent  living  cottages  at  Wesley 
Pines  Retirement  Community  in  Lunberton 
was  held  in  early  February.  The  cottages, 
being  constructed  by  Lumber  Construction, 
are  a  result  of  the  increased  need  for  senior 
J  housing  in  the  Lumberton  area  and  Wesley 
Pines  effort  to  meet  that  need. 

"We  are  very  excited  to  be  adding 
two  new  cottages  to  our  campus,"  said 
Executive  Director  Wade  Rozier.  "We 
anticipate  that  this  will  lead  to  further 
additions  and  renovations  in  the  near  future 
and  more  residents  coming  to  Wesley  Pines 
in  their  retirement  years." 

On  September  17,  1974  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  The  United  Methodist 
Retirement  Homes,  approved  the  hiring  of 
the  architectural  firm  of  Hayes  and  Howell 
to  prepare  plans  for  the  first  90  beds  of  a  new 
retirement  home  to  be  built  in  Lumberton. 
The  Rev.  LaFon  C.  Vereen  was  appointed 
administrator  of  the  new  campus,  later  to 
be  known  as  Wesley  Pines. 

By  1976  Wesley  Pines  had  opened  it 
doors  for  residents  and  shortly  afterwards 
the  community  was  granted  licenses  to 
provide  services  in  three  categories:  34 
residents  in  independent  living,  20  residents 
in  skilled  nursing  and  20  residents  in  the 
"home  for  the  aged"  category.  By  1979  the 
community  had  received  full  certification 
from  the  Certification  Council  of  The 
United  Methodist  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  and  a  Local  Committee  was 
established. 

Also  in  1979,  10  new  apartments  were 
added  to  Wesley  Pines.  Today,  Wesley 
Pines  is  a  thri  ving  continuing  care  retirement 
community  serving  1 10  senior  adults.  The 
community  is  related  by  faith  to  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  The  United 


rrr  •  i  •     .   p  j  Ray  Pennington,  B.  G.  French,  Wade  Rozier,  Rose  Byrd,  JoAnn 

1  UVYllflg  UlTt  JOT  TICW  PLQ.CC    Falls,  April  Davis,  Christine  Bryant  and  Nelson  Price  break 

ground  for  the  new  cottage  expansion  at  Wesley  Pines. 


Methodist  Church  and  managed  by  Life 
Care  Services  LLC,  a  national  leader  in 
senior  housing. 

The  Mission  of  Wesley  Pines  is  to 
provide  quality  care  and  services  for  an 
inclusive  and  diverse  population  of  senior 
adults.  Through  its  parent  organization,  The 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes,  Inc., 
Wesley  Pines  vision  is  to  become  a  premier 
retirement  community  in  North  Carolina 
and  the  community  of  choice  for  residents 
in  the  Robeson  county  area. 


Wesley  Pines  is  committed  to  the 
following  principles  and  values:  Human 
Dignity,  Ethical  Practices,  Financial 
Integrity,  Benevolent  Care,  Workforce 
Excellence,  Continuous  Quality 
Improvement,  Governance  Accountability, 
Public  Disclosure  and  Accountability, 
Community  Involvement  and  Collaboration 
and  Education.  Wade  Rozier  is  the 
executive  sirector  and  Ms.  April  Davis  is 
the  marketing  director. 

Further  information  on  Wesley  Pines  can 


be  obtained  by  calling  (910)  738-9691  or 
visiting  the  www.umrh.org  website  and 
clicking  on  Wesley  Pines.  Wesley  Pine  is  a 
fair  housing  community  and  accredited  by 
the  United  Methodist  EAGLE  organization. 
Wesley  Pine  is  open  to  seniors  of  all 
denominations  and  bodies  of  faith. 

*  Beverley  Pierpoint  is  UMRH  director 
of  Corporate  Communications  and  Annual 
Giving. 


Page  12  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  April  2006 


2008  Gen  Conference  Logo  keys  on  hope 


(UMNS)  United  Methodists  gathering 
for  their  top  legislative  assembly  in  2008 
will  meet,  symbolically,  under  a  tall,  green 
tree  representing  "A  Future  with  Hope." 

The  green  tree  and  theme  of  hope  are  the 
key  elements  of  the  new  logo  for  the  next 
General  Conference,  which  will  gather 
April  23-May  2,  2008,  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex- 
as. The  logo  will  become  a  familiar  sight 
between  now  and  the  end  of  General  Con- 
ference, gracing  a  wide  variety  of  items  -  a 
stamped  coin,  hymnals,  bulletins.  T-shirts 
and  sweatshirts,  banners. 

The  denomination's  Commission  on 
General  Conference  chose  the  logo  through 
a  competition  that  drew  35  entries  from 
church  members  around  the  connection. 
The  commission  liked  the  logo's  simplicity 
and  versatility  of  design,  said  the  Rev.  Alan 
J.  Morrison.  General  Conference  business 
manager  at  the  church's  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

"It  reminds  us  of  the  new  growth  and 
new  hope,  and  that's  really  the  nature  of 
how  we  in  the  church  live  all  the  time,"  he 
said.  "We  live  in  the  presence  of  God,  look- 
ing for  a  future  with  hope."  The  theme  was 


inspired  by  Jeremiah  29: 1 1 . 

Winning  designer  Polly  Shafer  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.,  placed  the  denomination's 
cross  and  flame  mark  on  one  side  of  the 
assembly's  theme  and  the  tree  on  the  other. 
The  copy  at  the  bottom  of  the  logo  reads: 
"Fort  Worth,  Texas/  2008  General  Confer- 
ence/ The  United  Methodist  Church." 

"I  used  hopeful  images;  images  that 
communicate  signs  of  spring  and  new  be- 
ginnings," said  Shafer,  a  member  of  Good 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pine 
Bluff  and  a  secretary  at  Star  City  (Ark.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  "The  tree  repre- 
sents new  hope. 

"The  selection  of  fonts  was  important 
to  me,"  she  said.  She  wanted  to  balance 
a  modern  font  for  the  word  "future"  with 
a  font  showing  movement  for  the  word 
"hope." 

Shafer  said  she  had  designed  items  such 
as  T-shirts  for  her  church  but  "nothing  this 
big."  Notified  in  February  that  her  logo  had 
been  chosen,  she  was  excited. 

"I  can't  wait  to  see  it  on  something,"  she 
said. 

The  commission  held  the  contest  as  a 


way  to  broaden  participation  in  the  assem- 
bly process.  "General  Conference  is  the 
legislative  body  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church."  Morrison  noted.  "...  It's  a  pro- 
cess that's  representative  of  our  member- 
ship, so  the  competition  gave  an  opportu- 
nity for  everyday  members  to  take  part  in 
some  piece  of  General  Conference." 

A  $500  prize  was  awarded  for  the  win- 
ning entry  -  a  cost  that  Morrison  said  was 
consistent  with  what  the  commission  has 
paid  in  the  past  to  have  a  professional 


Fort  Worm  T«ww 
Tb*  Umted  Mathodmi  Church 


graphic  artist  design  the  logo. 

All  of  the  entries  for  the  contest,  held  be 
tween  April  and  June  last  year,  came  fron 
church  members  in  the  United  States.  Th( 
commission  used  a  blind  selection  process 
Morrison  said. 

General  Conference  meets  every  fotu 
years,  drawing  nearly  1,000  voting  del 
egates  from  around  the  world.  It  is  the  onlj 
body  that  speaks  for  the  nearly  1 1  million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church. 


Louisburg  UMC  receives  grant  for  'Open  Hearts'  campaign 


Louisburg  United  Methodist  Church 
is  receiving  a  matching  grant  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  launch  a  local 
advertising  campaign  designed  to  reach  out 
and  welcome  people  into  the  church. 

The  local  initiative  accompanies  a  Si. 7 
million  national  advertising  campaign 
which  begins  March  29  on  18  cable  net- 
works and  continues  through  April  15.  A 
new  television  commercial  entitled  "The 
Prayer"  is  the  latest  component  of  The  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Church's  "Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors."  media  campaign,  and 
will  air  for  the  first  time  during  Lent. 

The  local  campaign  by  Louisburg  United 
Methodist  Church  will  include  outdoor  ad- 
vertisements totaling  $810  and  is  expected 
to  reach  over  10,000  people. 

In  the  new  television  spot,  a  boy  care- 
fully writes  a  note  on  a  piece  of  paper,  then 
grabs  a  kite  and  heads  outside.  He  attaches 
his  handwritten  note  to  the  body  of  the  kite 
and,  with  great  anticipation,  sends  it  soaring 
into  the  sky.  This  message  reminds  us  all  to 
"believe  again"  in  the  power  of  prayer. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
awarded  approximately  $360,000  to  60 
grant  recipients  across  the  nation  for  local 
media  campaigns  to  supplement  the  na- 
tional television  campaign.  Every  dollar 
provided  by  the  national  agency  is  matched 


by  a  dollar  from  the  local  church. 

"These  grants  enable  local  congrega- 
tions to  broadcast  the  church's  message 
of  welcome  in  ways  that  are  more  targeted 
and  more  specific  to  their  communities," 
said  The  Rev.  Larry  Hollon.  chief  execu- 
tive of  United  Methodist  Communications. 
"Local  efforts  will  increase  the  impact  and 


reach  of  the  overall  campaign." 

The  "Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open 
doors."  campaign  has  been  working  to 
raise  awareness  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  since  2001.  Test  market  research 
in  September  2005  showed  that  half  of  the 
people  exposed  to  the  church's  advertising 
were  "very"  or  "somewhat"  willing  to  visit 


a  United  Methodist  Church.  Research  con 
ducted  after  the  August-September  televi 
sion  advertising  in  test  markets  across  the 
United  States  reported  average  first  time 
attendance  increases  of  9  percent  in  Sep 
tember  2005  compared  to  September  2004 
The  research  was  conducted  by  the  Barna 
Research  Group. 


Mother's  Day  offering  benefits  benevolent  care 


*  By  Beverley  Pierpoint 

The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  Mothers'  Day  Offering  is  only  a 
short  time  away.  This  special  offering  is 
the  one  time  that  UMRH  approaches  the 
churches  for  support.  The  Mothers'  Day 
Offering  provides  funds  to  residents  in 
our  communities  who  have  depleted 
their  resources. 

In  2005  the  Offering  raised  $52,763. 
The  Raleigh  District  was  the  top  suppor- 
ter followed  by  the  Durham,  Elizabeth 
City,  New  Bern,  Fayetteville  and  San- 
ford  districts.  These  six  districts  contri- 
buted $32,204  of  the  $52,763  raised. 

The  Greenville  District  had  the  largest 
increased  in  participation,  up  263%  from 


2004.  Durham  followed  with  an  increase  of 
1 18%,  Goldsboro  with  1 10%  and  Elizabeth 
City  with  103%.  The  top  church  in  the  dis- 
trict was  Duck  United  Methodist  Church, 
followed  by  Edenton  Street,  North  Raleigh, 
Duke  University  Chapel.  Jarvis,  and  Apex 
for  a  total  of  $8,887. 

All  districts  had  an  increase  in  participa- 
tion but  in  2005  only  340  of  the  830  chur- 
ches in  the  conference  participated.  UMRH 
hopes  to  increase  its  participation  in  2006 
with  new  churches  offering  this  oppor- 
tunity to  their  congregations.  The  United 
Methodist  Retirement  Homes  is  one  of  the 
connectional  ministries  of  the  conference. 

Beverley  Pierpoint,  UMRH  Director  of 
Corporate  Communications  and  Annual  Gi- 
ving has  been  attending  the  district  pastors 


meeting  to  pass  out  the  envelopes  and 
materials  to  the  churches.  If  any  church 
did  not  receive  their  packet,  please  call 
(919)  384-3005  or  3006  and  one  will  be 
sent  to  them. 

The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  has  five  campuses  in  North  Ca- 
rolina: Croasdaile  Village  in  Durham, 
Cypress  Glen  in  Greenville,  Wesley  Pi- 
nes and  Wesley  Ridge  in  Lumberton  and 
Quail  Haven  Village  in  Pinehurst.  Visit 
us  online  at  www.umrh.org. 


*  Beverley  Pierpoint  is  UMRH  direc- 
tor of  Corporate  Communications  and 
Annual  Giving. 
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May  Adult  Bible  Studies  


a  ■  

j 

May  7,  2006 

Text:  Proverbs  2-3  "A  Treasure  Worth  Seek- 
ing" 

OK.  I  admit  it.  My  interpretation  of  today's 
key  verse  is  a  bit  of  a  stretch.  I  have  been  pon- 
dering the  first  part  of  the  text  :  "Happy  are  those 
who  find  wisdom..."  (Proverbs  3:13)  Some  ver- 
sions of  the  Bible  read  "Blessed  are  those  who 
find  wisdom..."  What  is  the  root  meaning  of 
the  word  translated  "happy"  or  "blessed"? 

The  root  is  ashar.  Now  the  fun  begins.  That 
root  word  literally  means  "to  go  or  to  walk 
straight."  Why  would  the  Hebrew  word  for 
"happiness"  find  its  beginning  in  a  word  for 
walking  straight?  (The  truth  is  that  1  don*t  know, 

%  but  that  limitation,  of  course,  does  not  prevent 

jj  me  from  plowing  on  ahead!) 

m     Here  is  one  possibility.  To  be  happy  because 

s  one  finds  wisdom  means  that  one  now  has  a  di- 
rection and  purpose  for  living.  Happiness  is  not 
the  same  as  pleasure.  Happiness  occurs  when 
there  is  meaning.  In  the  student's  book.  Randy 

«  Cross  has  defined  wisdom  as  "the  ability  to  use 

,  knowledge  for  a  purpose."  It  makes  sense  then 
to  conclude  that  when  one  has  wisdom,  one 
has  purpose,  that  is,  a  path  to  walk,  a  direction 
to  take-as  the  Hebrew  root  word  for  "happy" 
means-to  walk  straight! 

Have  you  heard  a  child  (or  adult!)  complain 

■  "I'm  bored:  I  don't  have  anything  to  do"?  That 
is  the  murmur  of  someone  who  is  not  happy. 

.  Happiness  is  having  something  to  do,  a  path  to 
walk-even  if  that  path  is  peaceful  relaxation  on 
a  quiet  beach  or  frenetic  involvement  in  a  politi- 
cal campaign  or  fixing  supper  for  the  umpteenth 

j  time.  Wisdom  is  the  ability  to  find  meaning  in 
i  these  activities... and  that  is  happiness. 

Let  me  try  a  paraphrase  of  this  verse:  "Those 
who  are  able  to  move  with  meaning  and  purpose 
are  those  who  have  become  wise."  The  writer 
of  this  portion  of  Proverbs  lauds  wisdom  as  an 
expression  of  God.  It  is  God's  wisdom  that 
brings  happiness  and  peace  and  long  life  (Prov- 
erbs 16-18).  So,  as  Proverbs  2:20  challenges: 
"...walk  in  the  way  of  the  good,  and  keep  to  the 
I  paths  of  the  just."  That  is  true  happiness. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Helmut 
Thielicke  (Encounter  with  Spurgeon,  Fortress 
Press)  has  quoted  Charles  Spurgeon,  a  nine- 
teenth century  preacher  and  teacher:  "...the 
Spirit  is  called  the  Spirit  of  wisdom,  and  we 
greatly  need  him  in  that  capacity;  for  knowl- 
edge may  be  dangerous  if  unaccompanied  with 
wisdom,  which  is  the  art  of  rightly  using  what 
we  know." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  Wisdom,  open 
my  eyes  that  I  may  see:  open  my  cars  that  I 
may  hear;  open  my  mouth  that  I  may  speak. 
Grant  to  Your  Church  such  vision  and  trust 
that  the  path  of  service  becomes  clear  and 
the  willingness  of  witness  becomes  real..." 


May  14, 2006 

Text:  Proverbs  8-9  "Wisdom's  Invitation" 

The  television  is  on  in  a  back  room.  You  can- 
not see  the  screen  but  you  can  hear  the  voices. 
The  talk  show  host  exchanges  bon  mots  with  a 
guest  who  is  there  to  promote  her  latest  movie. 
You  are  only  half-listening.  Then,  there  is  a 
commercial  break.  Now  you  hear  the  pleas  of 
an  announcer  for  you  to  rush  to  the  nearest  mall 
and  take  advantage  of  the  Mother's  Day  sales. 
"It's  one  day  only,  so  you  need  to  come  now!" 
Are  you  likely  to  bound  from  your  chair,  race 
to  your  car.  and  speed  to  the  stores?  Probably 
not.  We  get  used  to  these  invitations  to  buy;  we 
get  accustomed  to  these  entreaties,  so  no  mat- 
ter how  much  we  love  Mom  and  want  the  best 
for  her,  we  are  not  going  to  leap  up  and  respond 
to  every  advertisement  that  demands  that  we  go 
and  buy  now. 

Suppose  it  is  God  who  is  calling.  Suppose  it 
is  God  who  is  extending  the  invitation.  Have  we 
become  some  immune  to  myriad  commercials 
that  we  fail  to  hear  God's  call?  Have  we  de- 
cided so  many  times  "not  to  go  to  the  mall"  that 
we  choose  not  to  respond  to  God's  summons? 
The  key  verse  in  today's  study  (Proverbs  8:1) 
says  that  God's  wisdom  extends  a  call.  ("Call" 
is  the  Hebrew  word  qara,  which  usually  implies 
the  intent  to  get  a  specific  response  from  a  spe- 
cific person.)  To  make  sure  that  the  reader  does 
not  become  convinced  that  Wisdom's  call  is  for 
someone  else,  the  writer  of  this  portion  of  Prov- 
erbs makes  this  clarification:  "To  you,  O  people, 
I  call,  and  my  cry  is  to  all  that  live."  (Proverbs 
8:4) 

The  Wesleyan  movement  has  a  strong  tra- 
dition of  invitation.  In  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  there  is  a  section  of  the  book  devoted 
to  hymns  of  invitation  (hymns  337-350).  It  is 
significant  that  the  editors  of  the  hymnal  place 
these  selections  within  the  category  of  hymns 
about  "prevenient  grace."  (Look  at  the  upper 
left  hand  corner  of  these  pages.)  Prevenient 
grace  is  the  theological  term  Wesleyans  use  to 
indicate  that  God  moves  toward  us  before  we 
can  move  toward  God.  God  takes  the  initiative 
and  is  actively  seeking  us  before  we  can  even 
know  it.  (That  is  part  of  the  import  of  infant 
baptism.)  But  God's  initiative  is  an  invitation  to 
a  response.  Wisdom's  call  beckons  an  answer. 
(Proverbs  8:1) 

Saying  "yes"  to  wisdom's  invitation  changes 
how  one's  life  is  put  together.  It  is  an  invita- 
tion to  prudence  (8:5),  truth  (8:7),  righteousness 
(8:8),  justice  (8:20),  maturity  (9:6),  and  insight 
(9:6).  How  do  we  get  started  on  living  that  kind 
of  life,  a  life  of  wisdom?  Proverbs  9: 10  tells  us: 
"The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wis- 
dom..." That's  the  place  to  start. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Riley  Case 
(Understanding  Our  New  United  Methodist 
Hymnal,  Bristol  Books)  has  written:  "But  in 
hymns  by  Wesley  and  other  Methodists,  the 
word  'come'  is  usually  an  invitation  to  sin- 
ners." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  all  wisdom,  1  hear  You..." 


May  21, 2006 

Text:  Proverbs  1 1  "Choosing  the  Path  of  In- 
tegrity" 

You  are  kind  to  ask,  but,  no-l  am  not  going  to 
comment  on  Proverbs  1 1 :22:  "Like  a  gold  ring 
in  a  pig's  snout  is  a  beautiful  woman  without 
good  sense."  (Perhaps  I  keep  quiet  on  the  sub- 
ject because  I  also  read  Proverbs  1 1:12:  "...an 
intelligent  person  remains  silent.") 

This  chapter  has  a  series  of  maxims,  little 
sayings  that  plucked  out  of  context  make  for 
lovely  plaques  and  needlepoint  projects.  Taken 
together,  these  verses  form  a  picture  of  every- 
day life  for  the  righteous  (in  tune  with  God)  and 
the  wicked  (out  of  tune  with  God).  And  over 
and  over  again,  the  images  are  given  in  terms 
of  relationships.  Perhaps  I  cannot  be  righteous 
alone  and  I  cannot  be  wicked  alone.  Righteous- 
ness is  in  what  I  do  and  do  not  do  in  relating  to 
others. 

For  example,  11:1  speaks  of  a  merchant  giv- 
ing customers  accurate  scales.  For  example, 
1 1:2  notes  how  we  present  ourselves  to  others. 
For  example,  1 1 :9  talks  of  how  we  speak  of  our 
neighbors.  For  example,  1 1:10  depicts  how  an 
entire  city  reacts  to  righteousness.  For  example, 
11:12  tells  about  how  we  describe  others.  For 
example,  11:13  condemns  the  inability  to  gain 
the  trust  of  others.  For  example.  11:14  says  that 
we  need  each  other.  For  example,  1 1 :25  argues 
for  generosity.  For  example,  1 1 :29  underscores 
the  household  as  an  arena  for  righteous  living. 

Righteousness  is  not  an  abstract  theological 
notion.  It  is  lived  out  in  the  real  world.  How  do 
we  do  that  kind  of  living?  Santa  Bibl ra  trans- 
lates this  text  into  Spanish  .  In  Proverbs  11:3, 
there  is  a  clue  in  the  Spanish  rendition.  My 
rough  literal  translation  back  into  English  reads, 
"People  who  stand  up  straight  when  they  walk 
are  guided  by  standing  up  straight."  In  other 
words,  you  can  see  better  where  you  are  going 
when  you  stand  up  straight  than  you  do  when 
you  walk  bent  over  ("crookedness"). 

Here  is  how  that  translation  helps  me  un- 
derstand the  key  verse  (1 1:3).  I  am  able  to  live 
righteously  when  my  daily  walk  is  such  that  I 
can  see  others.  (If  I  am  spiritually  bent  over.  I 
am  less  likely  to  be  aware  of  those  around  me.) 
"Be  righteous"  equals  "be  upright"!  Walk  so 
you  can  see  others! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Walter  Klaiber 
and  Manfred  Marquardt  (Living  Grace,  Abing- 
don Press)  state:  "...in  the  Old  Testament  and 
in  early  Judaism,  it  can  be  said  that  the  central 
hope  for  the  people  of  God  is  that  God's  righ- 
teousness may  be  made  known  to  the  people." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  God,  You  have  called  us  to 
righteousness  and  have  shown  us  in  Jesus  Christ 
what  a  righteous  life  looks  like.  Now,  make 
real  that  presence  of  Christ  that  we  might  find 
by  His  grace  such  love  of  others  that  our  own 
journey  will  be  one  of  righteous  living.  Forgive 
us  when  we  fail  to  see  others  as  we  make  our 
walk  through  the  days  You  have  given  to  us..." 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 
May  28,  2006 

Text:  Proverbs  3 1  "Living  Out  Wisdom" 

How  many  times  have  you  heard  this  text 
read  at  a  funeral?  (Of  course,  the  reading  usu- 
ally begins  at  verse  I  0-"A  capable  wife  who  can 
find'.'  She  is  far  more  precious  than  jewels"-and 
omits  the  early  advice  to  King  Lemuel  not  to  gel 
distracted  by  wicked  women,  not  to  drink  alco- 
hol, and  to  go  to  bat  for  the  poor  and  weak.) 

It  only  seems  fair  that  Proverbs  close  with 
this  tribute  to  a  wife.  After  all,  the  collection 
of  sayings  contains  numerous  negative  remarks 
about  women:  21:9  (contentious),  22:14  (loose 
morals),  23:27  (adultery),  7:10  (wily).  7:21  (se- 
ductive), 6:26  (home  wrecker). 

Proverbs  3 1 : 10-3 1  is  an  acrostic  poem,  each 
verse  beginning  in  sequence  with  a  letter  of  the 
Hebrew  alphabet.  This  form  of  poetry  might 
signal  the  poet's  intent  to  cover  the  full  sub- 
ject and  to  do  it  in  an  orderly  fashion.  Acros- 
tics also  helped  persons  memorize.  (I  learned 
to  spell  "geography"  by  remembering  the  sen- 
tence "George  E.  Oats'  Grandmother  Rode  A 
Pig  Home  Yesterday.")  It  is  not  hard  to  imagine 
Hebrew  families  sitting  around  a  fire  with  the 
patriarch  of  the  household  paying  homage  to  his 
wife  by  quoting  these  twenty-two  verses  (one 
for  each  letter  of  the  Hebrew  alphabet). 

These  lines  (described  in  the  Adult  Bible 
Studies  as  "Living  Out  Wisdom")  are  nothing 
if  not  practical.  Wisdom  is  to  be  lived  out  in 
daily  life.  Sewing.  Cooking.  Managing  the 
family  real  estate.  Salesperson.  Generous  to 
the  poor.  Supportive  of  her  spouse.  There  is 
no  mention  of  going  to  the  temple  or  praying  or 
listening  to  Scripture,  yet  the  text  (3 1 :30)  credits 
the  woman  for  "fearing  the  Lord."  Maybe  we 
can  learn  something  about  what  pleases  God; 
it  is  not  just  the  "right  way  to  worship"  but  it 
is  "the  right  way  to  live."  The  list  of  valuable 
qualities  of  "a  capable  wife"  is  sort  of  ordinary, 
isn't  it?  The  truth  is  that  many  of  us-men,  too, 
of  course-prefer  the  more  visible,  the  more 
dramatic,  ways  of  serving  God.  But  not  here. 
Praise  comes  because  this  woman  has  done  the 
ordinary  things  well. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  God's  gifts  to  be  giv- 
en in  the  ordinary.  Do  you  recall  the  name  of 
the  county  superintendent  of  schools  when 
you  were  in  the  fifth  grade  or  do  you  recall  the 
name  of  your  teacher?  Do  you  recall  the  chair 
of  the  Board  at  the  hospital  or  do  you  recall  the 
(continued  on  page  14) 
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The  following  were  taken  from  the 
Conference  Calendar  as  listed  on  www. 
nccumc.org. 

APRIL 

Saturday,  April  1,  2006 
Diversity  Rocks!  multi-ethnic  event: 
Methodist  College;  9am-3pm 
Conference  Worship  Workshop  with 
Marcia  McFee;  sponsored  by  the  Office  of 
Congregational  Development;  St.  James 
UMC,  Greenville 

NCC  Historical  Society  Commission  on 
Archive  &  History;  Benson  UMC,  Benson 

Monday,  April  3,  2006 
Rockingham  Pastors  Meeting;  6  pm;  loca- 
tion TBA 

Saturday,  April  8,  2006 

UMW  Executive  Committee  Meeting; 

9:30  am;  MHC  Board  Room 

Sunday,  April  9,  2006 
Palm  Sunday 

Friday,  April  14,  2006 
Good  Friday  (UMB  closed) 

Sunday,  April  16,  2006 
Easter 

Wednesday,  April  19.  2006 

Older  Adult  Ministry  Team;  10-noon 

Sunday,  April  23,  2006 
Conference  Youth  Rally  Day 
Yokefellow  Sunday  (to  be  observed  as 
conference  special  days  for  inteipretation 
&  emphasis) 

Monday,  April  24,  2006 
Gathering  of  the  Order  of  Elders;  9  am; 
Nashville  UMC,  Nashville,  NC 
Goldsboro  District  Pastor' s  Meeting; 
10:00  AM;  (place  to  be  announced) 

Tuesday,  April  25,  2006 

Commission  on  Stewardship;  UMB;  10 

am- 1 :00  pm 

Saturday,  April  29,  2006 
Board  of  Laity;  UMB;  10  am 

Sunday,  April  30,  2006 
Native  American  Ministries  Sunday  (to  be 
observed  w/  special  offering  as  directed  by 
the  General  Conference) 


MAY 

Tuesday,  May  2,  2006 

Clergy  "Integrity  in  Ministry"  Sexual 

Ethics  events:  Burlington  —  Durham 

—  Raleigh  Districts  —  Aldersgate  UMC, 
Durham 

Wednesday,  May  3,  2006 

Clergy  '"Integrity  in  Ministry"  Sexual 

Ethics  events:  Fayetteville  —  Rockingham 

—  Sanford  Districts  —  Jonesboro  UMC, 
Sanford 

Thursday,  May  4,  2006 

5/4-5/7  National  Assembly,  Anaheim 

California 

National  Day  of  Prayer 

Saturday,  May  6,  2006 

MERCI  Day;  10-2,  Action  Day  at  the 

warehouse,  All  invited 

Monday,  May  8,  2006 
5/8-5/1 1  Colleague  Forum 

Sunday,  May  14,  2006 
Festival  of  the  Christian  Home 
Mother's  Day 

United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  Sun- 
day (to  be  observed  w/  special  offering  as 
directed  by  the  General  Conference) 

Sunday,  May  21,2006 

Heritage  Sunday  (to  be  observed  w/o 

special  offering.  Most  are  directed  by  the 

General  Conference) 

Wilmington  District  Annual  Conference 

Briefing  Session 

Tuesday,  May  23,  2006 
Older  Adult  Day  Apart:  Connecting 
Through  the  Ages;  West  Market  Street 
UMC,  Greensboro,  NC 

Wednesday,  May  24,  2006 
Aldersgate  Day 

Training  for  Laity  &  Clergy  working  in 
Older  Adult  Ministry;  West  Market  Street 
UMC,  Greensboro,  NC 

Thursday,  May  25,  2006 
Older  Adult  Day  Apart:  Connecting 
Through  the  Ages;  West  Market  Street 
UMC,  Greensboro,  NC 

Monday,  May  29,  2006 
Memorial  Day  (UMB  closed) 


(continued  from  page  13) 

neighbor  who  brought  you  soup  when  you  were 
sick?  Do  you  recall  the  president  of  the  super- 
market chain  or  do  you  remember  the  clerk  who 
smiled  at  you?  "Let  her  works  praise  her  in  the 
city  gales." 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Celebration 


of  Discipline  (Harper  and  Row),  Richard  Foster 
writes:  "True  service  finds  it  almost  impossible 
to  distinguish  the  small  service  from  the  large 

service." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "How  can  I  serve  You,  O  1 
Lord?..." 


i 


I 
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DEATHS 


INGRAM,  Kelly  (RA:  retired)  died  Feb- 
ruary 20.  A  memorial  service  was  held 
on  February  26  at  Edenton  Street  UMC  in 
Raleigh.  He  was  married  to  the  Rev.  Gerry 
Ingram  (RA:  retired). 

SNYPES,  Marie,  widow  of  the  Reverend 
James  Grayson  Snypes,  died  March  1 .  Ser- 
vices were  held  March  4  in  Goldsboro. 


PHILLIPS,  Mary  Elizabeth  Heath,  widow 
of  the  Reverend  James  G.  Phillips,  died, 
February  28.  The  funeral  was  held  March|gji! 
3  at  Trinity  UMC  in  Durham. 


WORLEY,  Bill  (RM:  retired)  died  March 
8.  A  funeral  service  was  held  March  1 1  all  k 
Winstead  United  Methodist  Church  in  Wil-  | 

son. 


(hriBian 


Holy  Land 
Pilgrimage 


It  is  time  to  return  to  the  Land  of  the  Bible.  Remember  your 
baptism  at  the  Jordan  River,  renew  your  spiritual  relationship 
at  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  recall  ancient  history  on  the  shore  of  the 
Dead  Sea.  Continue  the  Pilgrimage  by  walking  the  Via 
Dolorosa  in  Jerusalem  and  kneeling  in  Bethlehem. 

October  22, 2006 


Contact  the  ACTS  Office  today  for  a  brochure. 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place  •   Raleigh,  NC  27609 
(919)783-8714  •  (888)391-ACTS  •  (91 9)783-8747 fax 
E-Mail:  Alphajb@juno.com  •  •   Web:  Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 
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hers  to  the  Editor   CLASSIFIEDS 


*  "o  the  Editor: 
1 

j  received  my  first  copy  of  the  North  Car- 
na  Conference  Christian  Advocate,  Vol. 
ie  I,  No.  2.  Thank  you  and  the  Conference 
0  very  much! 

add  to  the  kindness  and  support  Dr. 
m  Collins  gave  so  freely  to  ministers, 
a  candidate  to  the  Ministry  of  The 
ited  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Collins  pre- 
ited  my  request  to  the  Raleigh  District 
mmittee.  he  gave  me  opportunities  to 
~  n  experience  in  worship  services  at  St. 
irks  UMC,  he  saw  that  St.  Marks  pre- 
ited  me  with  a  John  Wesley  robe  when  I 
'*  t  the  church  for  my  first  appointment  in 
^  Albemarle  Charge,  and  like,  many  other 
&  nisters,  he  sent  me  a  birthday  card  each 
a.  Later  I  asked  him  what  motivated  him 
remember  my  birthday  by  sending  me  a 
:b  d.  He  replied,  "Eddie  Jo  many  of  our 
at  vf  ministers  do  not  receive  a  card  on  their 
]-thday,  so  I  want  them  to  know  that  they 
:  remembered  and  appreciated."  I  count 
kself  to  be  blessed  by  my  having  known 
.  Tom  Collins  and  his  wife,  Anne. 

3ddie  Jo  V.  Jarrett,  Retired  Elder 
\tlanta,  Ga. 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Council  of  Bishops  Pastoral  Letter 
;ated  much  concern.  Thanks  to  Bishop 
vinn  for  responding  in  the  North  Caro- 
a  Conference  Christian  Advocate. 
ITie  matter  of  homosexuality  is  rocking 
lited  Methodism.  It  is  causing  dissent, 
t  disagreement,  organized  to  change  the 
lurch's  received  teaching. 
Dissent  rages.  The  General  Conference 
firms  doctrine  and  discipline  on  homo- 
luality  that  are  consistent  with  classical 
iristianity.  The  Judicial  Council  decides 
ses  regarding  homosexuality  in  line  with 
;neral  Conference.  But  the  Council  of 
shops  confuses  the  church  on  homosexu- 
ty.  Its  Pastoral  Letter  raises  more  ques- 
>ns  than  it  answers. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  would  be  wise 
teach,  teach,  teach.  First,  the  Council 
ists  to  oversee  and  advance  the  church, 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 

For  Chorcbei  since  1961, 
Sound  » CCTV »  Projector 

Fret  Ctasukati&n  —  Year  Site  Or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Sysons  That  Work" 

Lillinpon,  North  Carolina 
(800)669-3204  or  (910)893-4183 


and  make  sure  General  Conference  legis- 
lation is  constitutionally  executed.  Despite 
this  mandate,  facing  organized  dissent,  the 
Council  has  remained  silent  on  Christian 
sexual  morality.  The  Council  should  teach 
these  truths. 

Second,  the  Council  should  recognize  that 
church  membership  is  not  distributed,  like 
candy,  to  the  desirous.  Church  membership 
involves  people  responding  to  God's  grace 
and  truthfully  making  vows  (which  include 
repentance).  If  such  persons  withhold  re- 
pentance, whatever  their  sins,  they  refuse 
church  membership;  they  are  not  denied 
church  membership.  The  Council  should 
teach  this. 

And  third,  church  conflict,  caused  by  dis- 
sent over  homosexuality,  will  not  be  miti- 
gated or  eliminated  by  additional  legisla- 
tion alone.  Only  sound  teaching,  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  will  settle  this  matter. 
Karl  Barth  quoted  Archbishop  Manning: 
"Where  the  Church  has  spoken,  the  faith- 
ful are  not  open  to  temptation.  While  the 
Church  is  silent,  the  spirit  of  error  rages." 
The  Council  should  do  such  speaking. 

I  hope  Bishop  Gwinn  helps  the  Council 
of  Bishops  find  its  voice  to  teach  the  church 
and  engage  the  dissent. 

Paul  T.  Stallsworth,  Pastor 

St.  Peter's  UMC,  Morehead  City 


Yokefellow 
Sunday  23rd 

April  23rd  has  been  designated  as  Yoke- 
fellow Sunday  in  the  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina. That  Sunday,  or  another  appropriate 
date,  highlights  the  work  of  Yokefellow 
Prison  Ministry  of  North  Carolina  which 
has  served  inmates  for  37  years. 

More  than  800  Yokefellow  volunteers 
each  week  visit  hundreds  of  inmates  in  52 
of  North  Carolina's  78  prisons  in  a  min- 
istry of  caring,  sharing,  and  listening.  To 
download  a  bulletin  insert  go  to  (Acrobat 
reader  needed):  http://www.nccumc.org/ 
docs/news/yokefellow06.pdf. 

Qhurch 

OUTLET 

Church  Furnishings  &  Supplies 
At  Discount  Prices 

800-736-3113 
www.churchoutlet.coin 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES: 
Epworth  United  Methodist  Church.  Dur- 
ham, NC,  seeks  a  full-time  or  part-time  di- 
rector of  music  ministries  to  coordinate  the 
music  program  which  currently  includes 
Chancel  Choir,  hand  bells/chimes,  and  in- 
strumental ensemble.  The  applicant  must 
have  a  Bachelor's  degree,  choral  conduct- 
ing experience,  knowledge  of  a  variety  of 
music  literature,  and  strong  commitment 
to  Christian  service.  Go  to  www.epworth- 
umc.org/music_director.php  for  more  in- 
formation about  the  church  and  the  posi- 
tion. Send  resume  to  Epworth  UMC,  3002 
Hope  Valley  Road,  Durham,  NC  27707, 
Attention:  Music  Search  Committee. 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MINISTER  needed 
for  Front  Street  UMC  in  Burlington,  NC. 
Growing  downtown  church  of  more  than 
2100  members.  Need  strong  commitment 
to  Christ,  classical  Wesleyan  theology,  ex- 
perience, strong  educational  background 
and  relational  skills.  To  move  into  healthy 
situation  and  grow  the  ministry  spiritu- 
ally and  numerically.  Resume  to  Dr.  Sid 
Huggins,  136  S.  Fisher  St.,  Burlington, 
N.C.    27215    or  shuggins@netpath.net. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two  baths, 
a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets.  $850  per 
week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special  arrange- 
ments for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh  Rd.,  Ben- 
son, NC  27504  919-934-4401. 


SEA  DOVE  CHRISTIAN  RETREAT 
CENTER,  located  two  blocks  from  Bogue 
Sound  in  Morehead  City,  N.  C.  Group  and 
family  rates  available.  Check  www. 
seadove.com  for  details  or  call  the  Life 
Counseling  Center  at  919.550.2897. 

THE  LIFE  COUNSELING  CENTER  of 
Clayton,  N.  C.  offers  licensed  professional 
marriage  and  family  therapy  from  a  Chris- 
tian perspective.  See  www.deborahdunn. 
net  for  details.  Call  919.550.2897  for  an 
appointment.  Evenings  and  some  weekend 
services  available. 

SEEKING  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for 
Carolina  Pastoral  and  Family  Counseling 
Service;  minimum  qualifications:  clinical 
membership  in  either  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Pastoral  Counselors  or  The 
American  Association  for  Marriage  and 
Family  Therapists:  licensed  Supervisor  for 
eidier  Professional  Counselors  or  Marriage 
and  Family  Therapists;  ordained  clergy 
person.  The  Executive  Director  will  be  ex- 
pected to  carry  a  clinical  caseload,  super- 
vise other  counselors  and  administrative 
personnel,  promote  and  market  the  sen-ice. 
Send  resumes  to:  Mrs.  Ann  Henry,  Tren- 
holm  Road  UMC,  3401  Trenholm  Road, 
Columbia,  SC  29204;  Website:  www. 
carolinapastoral.com;  application  deadline: 
May  1,  2006.  CP&FCS  is  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity employer. 


Justice  seminar  for 

A  Living  Justice  Seminar,  bringing  to- 
gether a  group  of  young  United  Methodist 
women  ages  20-39  to  explore  new  direc- 
tions and  social  justice  issues  will  be  held 
June  24-28  in  New  York  City. 

The  group  size  is  limited  to  a  maximum 
of  20  with  all  participant  expenses  pro- 
vided. The  seminar  is  coordinated  by  the 
Deaconess  Program  Office  through  support 
of  the  Women's  Division  and  Mission  Per- 
sonnel Program  Area.  Applications  are  due 
by  April  30. 


young  UM  women 

Seminar  activities  will  focus  on  refugee 
and  immigration  issues  and  include:  Study- 
ing scripture;  Exploring  opportunities  for 
working  in  areas  of  social  and  economic 
justice  -  bridging  church,  community  and 
personal  life;  Experiencing  ministries  of 
love,  justice  and  service  in  New  York  City: 
Meeting  and  feeling  empowered  by  other 
women  whose  faith,  conviction,  and  com- 
mitment brought  them  forward  for  service; 
Exploring  the  rich  history  of  the  deaconess 
movement  in  the  United  Methodist  Church; 
and  Discovering  some  of  the  ways  to  put 
their  faith  into  action  through  relationship 
with  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

If  you  are  interested  in  making  applica- 
tion for  this  seminar  or  would  like  addition- 
al information,  please  contact  Becky  Dod- 
son  Louter  with  the  Deaconess  Program 
Office,  deaconess@gbgm-umc.org  or  call 
(212)  870-3850. 
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WHAT 
WHO 


CHILDREN 

the  voice  with  no  vote 

MARCHING  to  the  CAPITOL  2006 

Bishops'  Initiative  March  on  the  Capitol 

Bishops  Gwinn  and  McCleskey  with  United  Methodist 
children  of  North  Carolina 


DATE  &  TIME      Tuesday,  June  20,  2006  at  1pm 
STARTING  POINT 

Edenton  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
Youth  Center,  Downtown  Raleigh 

SATELLITE  LOCATIONS: 

Coast  -  First  UMC,  Elizabeth  City 
Mountains  -  First  UMC,  Waynesville 


PURPOSE 


EVENTS 
RESOURCES 


The  United 
m  Methodist  Church 


1 )  To  raise  the  awareness  of  state  government  to  the 

impact  of  their  work  on  children  and  families  in 
poverty 

2)  To  raise  the  awareness  of  children,  families  and 

churches  to  the  impact  they  can  have  on  state 
government 

Celebration  programs 

One  session  curriculum  for  adults  and  children 
Booklet  created  by  the  children  for  legislators 

For  more  information  or  to  register 
check  the  website 
www.umchildrenmarch.org 
1-800-649-433 


North  Carolina  and  Western 
North  Carolina  Conferences 


To  participate,  register  your  group  by  MAY  19! 


NC  to  share  in 
UMCOR  funds  -  pg.  4 


\£torth  Carolina  Conference  Christian 


Diversity  Rocks! 
page  2 


ol.  151,No.4 


May,  2006 


^irst  female  district  superintendent 
n  NC  conference  died  April  9 


tribute  to 

elen  Gray  Crotwell 

y  Moody  and  Jane  Smith  * 

We  learned  of  Helen's  death  on  Palm 
unday,  at  about  10  p.m.,  when  her  sister 
cal  called.  Helen  had  slipped  away, 
uietly  and  peacefully. 
It  has  been  more  than  a  decade  since 
e  saw  Helen,  although  we  talked  with 
sr  frequently  by  phone.  In  recent  years, 
owever,  we  could  not  reach  her,  as  you 
know.  So  we  talked  with  Neal,  and  Neal 
ilked  with  Helen,  as  she  could.  As  we  all 
now,  Helen  has  been  slipping  away  from 
s  for  years  now,  but  it  is  hard  to  believe 
ne  has  finally  gone. 

Perhaps  because  we  had  not  seen  her  in 
long,  we  imagined  she  might  bounce 
ack,  even  though  we  knew  that  could  not 
appen.  But  in  sickness  and  in  death,  as  in 
fe,  Helen  lived  selflessly.  She  gave  herself 
)  others.  Be  imitator  of  me,  said  St.  Paul,  as 
am  of  Christ  (1  Cor.  11:1).  Helen  imitated 
er  Lord  also,  and  gave  herself  unstintingly, 
ntil  there  was  no  more  to  give. 

Helen  was  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  one  of 
ie  first  women  to  be  ordained  and  received 
tito  full  connection  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Her  ministry  was  not  only  her 
ocation  or  profession.   It  was  that.  But 


The  ministry  of  Helen  Crotwell  and 
others  will  be  highlighted  at  Annual 
Conference  on  Thursday,  June 
15,  during  the  Celebration  of  the 
50,h  Anniversary  of  Women's  Full 
Ordination  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  In  1975,  Helen  Crotwell  and 
Gladys  Williford  were  the  first  women 
ordained  as  Elders  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 


it  was  her  life,  and  it  comprised  her  very 
existence,  whether  at  Duke  University,  as 
a  district  superintendent  in  Fayetteville, 
or  serving  a  church  in  North  Carolina  or 
Georgia. 

We  knew  Helen  as  a  minister  and  friend. 
As  friends  we  were  the  recipients  of  her 
ministry.  There's  a  saying:  "She  lived  for 
others  and  you  could  tell  the  others  by  their 
hunted  look."  That  was  not  Helen.  She  did 
live  for  others,  but  so  unselfconsciously 
that  you  were  not  aware  of  being  a  recipient 


of  her  ministry.  Jesus  called  his  disciples 
"friends"  (John  15:12-15).  Helen  knew 
how  to  be  a  true  friend.  She  obeyed  the 
command  of  Jesus  to  love,  and  was  his 
friend,  but  she  was  also  a  friend  to  us  and 
to  our  children.  We  have  not  had  a  closer, 
better  friend  at  Duke. 

We  first  saw  Helen  in  1965,  the  year  she 
came  to  Duke.  It  was  also  our  first  year. 
We  got  to  know  her  as  Methodist  Chaplain 
at  Duke,  where  she  had  many  friends 
(continued  on  page  two) 


HELEN  GRAY  CROTWELL 


25  youth  receive  lay  speaker  training 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

Youth  from  across  the  conference  proved 
they  weren't  too  young  to  share  their  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ  at  a  recent  training  event. 

The  N.C.  Conference  presented  a  lay 
speaking  course  especially  for  youth  April 
8  at  the  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Raleigh. 

Linda  Harris,  conference  director  of  lay 
speaking,  led  the  workshop  for  25  youth 
from  congregations  around  the  conference. 
Laughter  and  smiles  punctuated  the  serious 
work  of  learning  to  speak  to  others  about 
Christian  faith. 

Tom  Walden,  former  conference  director 
of  lay  speaking,  spoke  to  the  group  about 
faith-sharing. 

"I  think  it's  exciting  to  help  them  to 
understand  sharing  faith  and  to  understand 
being  speakers,"  Walden  said. 

Rev.  Harris  entertained  the  youth  with 
her  lively  style  as  she  taught  them  how 
to  have  confidence  in  speaking  about  the 
things  of  God. 

The  youth  participated  in  a  variety  of 
fun  activities  that  helped  them  explore  the 
(continued  on  page  three) 


Amanda  Parker  of  Beech  Grove  UMC  listens  to  Linda  Harris  during  the  lay 
speaker  training  for  youth  on  April  8. 
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Diversity  Rocks !  highlights  many  NC  Conference  gifts 


By  LeeAnne  Thornton* 

Diversity  Rocks!,  a  day-long  event 
to  celebrate  the  diversity  of  gifts,  talents, 
and  cultures  within  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  drew  250  persons  of  all  ages 
to  the  grounds  of  Methodist  College  in 
Fayetteville. 

Sponsored  by  the  Multicultural  Ministry 
Team  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  the 
April  1  event  began  in  Reeves  Auditorium 
with  worship  and  communion,  led  by 
representatives  from  Native  American, 
African  American,  Asian-Pacific  Islander, 
Euro- America^  and  Hispanic-Latino 
churches.  Mini-workshops  on  ministry- 
related  topics  such  as  outreach  ministry  in 
diverse  communities,  building  vital  youth 


Toni  Wood's  face-painting  tent  was  a 
popular  place  for  the  children  at  the 
Diversity  Rocks!  event.  (Conference 
Photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson) 


*First  female  district  superintendent  died. 


(continued  from  page  one) 

Christians,  Jews,  and  others.  I  never  knew 
anyone  so  effortlessly  well-connected  in 
the  University,  as  well  as  the  Church. 

We  last  saw  Helen  in  Athens,  Greece,  not 
Georgia.  About  ten  years  ago  we  met  her 
there,  and  she  went  with  us  on  a  trip  around 
the  famous  biblical  and  classical  sites  she 
had  always  heard  about  but  had  never  seen. 
Her  vision  was  failing,  and  this  was,  as  it 
turned  out,  her  last  chance  to  see  them.  So 
we  walked  with  her  up  the  Acropolis  to  the 
Parthenon.  We  went  down  to  the  Areopagus, 
where  Paul  preached  (Acts  1 7).  We  went  to 
Egypt  and  stood  under  the  Pyramids  while 
Helen  road  a  camel.  Then  out  of  Egypt 
God  called  his  daughter,  and  into  the  land 
of  Israel,  where  we  walked  where  Jesus 
walked:  Bethlehem,  Nazareth,  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  Capernaum,  and  Jerusalem.  Then 
back  to  Athens,  and  to  the  airport  there, 
where  we  boarded  our  separate  planes, 
confident  that  we  would  see  each  other 
again. 

But  it  was  not  to  be.  Yet  just  that 
elusiveness  and  incompleteness  was  typical 
of  Helen.  She  was  always  in  a  little  elusive, 
always  on  the  way,  even  as  you  thought  you 
had  her  figured  out. 

Yet  I  cannot  imagine  not  seeing  Helen 
again. 

As  the  creed  affirms: 

"I  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit 


the  holy  catholic  church 
,  the  communion  of  saints..." 

And  as  we  sing: 

"God  be  with  us  till  we  meet  again... 

Till  we  meet  at  Jesus'  feet... 

God  be  with  us  till  we  meet  again." 

*  Moody  and  Jane  Smith  and  Helen 
Crotwell  joined  the  Duke  Community  at 
the  same  time  in  1966.  The  three  were 
good  friends  ever  since.  Moody  is  a  retired 
professor  of  New  Testament  studies  at  Duke 
University. 

Helen  Gray  Crotwell 

CORDELE,  GA—  Helen  Gray  Crotwell, 
the  first  female  district  superintendent 
appointed  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
and  one  of  the  first  women  ordained  in  the 
conference,  died  at  her  home  in  Georgia  on 
April  9,  2006. 

Rev.  Crotwell  was  born  October  8, 
1925,  in  Newberry,  S.C.,  the  daughter  of 
the  late  James  Calvin  Crotwell  and  Mary 
Helen  Gray  Crotwell.  She  graduated  from 
Georgia  State  College  for  Women  and 
received  her  master's  degree  in  religious 
education  from  Emory  University.  She 
spent  a  year  in  Europe  studying  with  the 
Order  of  Taize  in  Switzerland,  in  the  Iona 
Community  in  Scotland,  and  at  the  Lay 
Academy  in  Germany.  She  furthered  her 


education  at  Harvard  Divinity  School  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York. 

Rev.  Crotwell  served  as  Wesley 
Foundation  Director  at  Winthrop  College 
in  Rock  Hill,  SC,  as  Methodist  Campus 
Minister  at  Duke  University  and  as 
Associate  Minister  to  Duke  University.  She 
served  as  pastor  of  Banks-Grove  Hill  UMC 
in  the  Durham  district  from  1979  to  1983 
and  as  pastor  at  Wake  Forest  UMC  from 
1983-1986.  Rev.  Crotwell  was  appointed 
district  superintendent  of  the  Fayetteville 
District  by  Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  in  1986. 
She  finished  her  active  ministry  in  North 
Carolina  at  Mt.  Bethel  UMC  in  Bahama, 
retiring  in  1994  to  Cordele,  GA,  where  she 
lived  vvith  her  sister.  She  also  served  on  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  for  the  1989 
United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

Survivors  include  two  sisters, 
Caroline  Good  and  her  husband,  Harry 
of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  Neal  Posey 
and  her  husband,  Demp  of  Cordele, 
GA;  and  many  nieces  and  nephews. 
A  memorial  service  for  Rev.  Crotwell 
was  held  on  April  14  at  Wenona  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cordele,  a  church  she 
pastored  for  two  years  after  her  retirement. 
The  family  suggests  that  memorials  may 
be  made  to  the  Helen  Crotwell  Fund,  c/ 
o  Jennifer  Copeland,  United  Methodist 
Campus  Minister,  P.O.  Box  90974,  Duke 
Chapel,  Durham,  N.C.  27708. 


ministry  programs,  cross-cultural  pasto 
appointments,  and  worship/music  sty 
were  held  in  the  late  morning. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  outdoors  w 
face-painting,  games,  ethnic  food  booti. 
clown-ministry,  music,  and  dancing  in 
street-fair  atmosphere.  The  Multicultu 
Ministry  Team  hopes  to  plan  a  similar  evt 
for  2008. 

*  LeeAnne  Thornton  is  conferen 
communications  administrative  assistc 
and  coordinates  advertising  and  sped 
sections  in  the  Advocate. 
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rarner  work  team,  minivan  sent  to  aid  Mississippi  recovery 


,e  Garner  community  made  a  strong 
Section  to  Hurricane  Katrina  victims  of 
julf  Coast  of  Mississippi  on  Sunday, 
±  12. 

jring  a  ministry  moment  at  Garner 
d  Methodist  Church,  a  work  team  of 
™er  residents  from  the  church,  Wake 
re  Baptist  and  Resurrection  Lutheran 
rches  were  commissioned  to  rehabil  itate 
es  in  D'Iberville,  MS.  Following  the 
missioning  service,  the  manager  of  the 
ler  AAMCO  presented  a  Toyota  Sienna 
van  to  aid  in  the  relief  effort, 
jillermo  "Mo"  Ahumada  offered 
minivan  to  benefit  the  work  teams 
currently  deploy  through  Heritage 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  D'Iberville, 
sissippi.  Each  week,  Heritage  church 
s  many  work  teams  of  six  to  eight 
ons  each.  The  work  teams  come 
l  all  over  the  country,  volunteering  to 
ck  out,"  reconstruct,  dry  wall  and  paint 
icane  damaged  homes. 


Many  work  teams  fly  into  Gulfport, 
and  must  rent  minivans  to  transport  their 
members  to  and  from  work  sites.  Ahumada's 
gift  of  the  minivan  to  Heritage  United 
Methodist  Church  will  save  resources  in 
the  rebuilding  effort,  transport  hundreds  of 
missionaries  and  impact  countless  lives. 

The  Rev.  Jo  Elaine  Harris,  mission  pastor 
for  the  Raleigh  District  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  received  the  gift  on 
behalf  of  Heritage  U.M.C.  in  D'Iberville. 
The  work  team  from .  Garner  United 
Methodist  Church  drove  it  down  the  Gulf 
Coast  Tuesday,  March  14. 

The  Raleigh  District  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  a  special  partnership 
with  Heritage  UMC  inD'Iberville,  amission 
called  "Second  Spring  in  Mississippi."  As 
a  part  of  that  partnership,  Garner  United 
Methodist  Church  plans  to  send  three  more 
work  teams  to  D'Iberville  over  the  next  two 
months.  More  teams  will  follow  as  long  as 
volunteer  interest  lasts. 


2  added  to  Stephen  Ministry 
t  Burlington  Front  St.  UMC 


ront  Street  United  Methodist  Church, 
lington,  celebrated  its  Stephen  Ministry 
gram  earlier  this  year  when  12  new 
ohen  Ministers  and  two  new  Stephen 
listry  Leaders  were  commissioned, 
his  distinctively  Christian  one-on-one 
ng  ministry  was  initiated  at  Front  Street 
003  when  four  lay  people  and  one  staff 
nber  answered  the  call  to  complete  the 
nsive  full  week  of  training  for  Stephen 
listry  Leadership.  The  chair  of  the 
phen  Ministry  Leaders  is  Rachel  Vogler, 
ealtor  in  Burlington, 
rained  Stephen  Ministers  are  paired 
care  receivers,  members  of  the 
gregation,  who  need  a  friend  and 
fidant  to  "walk"  with  them  during  a 
e  of  difficulty  in  their  lives  —  examples 
serious  illness,  death  of  a  loved  one, 
orce,  loss  of  job,  family  concerns,  etc. 
n  are  paired  with  men  and  women  with 
men. 

"he  Ministry  is  very  strictly  and  totally 
ifidential.  The  pairings  are  made  at  Front 
eet  by  the  senior  pastor  and  he  is  the 
y  person  who  has  knowledge  of  which 
mbers  are  receiving  care  and  who  are 
ving  them  as  Stephen  Ministers, 
ront  Street  currently  has  26  trained 
phen  Ministers  and  plans  to  begin 
sther  class  in  early  Fall  with  a  goal  of 
ring  35-40  ministers  in  active  service 
3r.  H.  Sidney  Huggins,  III,  the  senior 
5tor  at  Front  Street  and  a  trained  Stephen 


Leader,  has  been  the  primary  catalyst  in 
giving  the  ministry  high  priority  at  Front 
Street. 


c*f  f 


Participating  in  presenting  and  receiving  the  Toyota  Sienna  minivan  for  use  in 
D'Iberville,  MS  were  (L-R)  the  Rev.  Tom  Mollis,  Garner  UMC  senior  pastor;  the  Rev. 
Jo  Elaine  Harris,  Raleigh  District  mission  pastor  who  received  the  gift  for  Heritage 
UMC;  Guillermo  "Mo"  Ahumada  who  presented  the  minivan;  Dan  Corey,  YMCA 
branch  director;  and  the  Rev.  Susan  Hobbs,  Garner  UMC  associate  pastor. 


Newly  Commissioned  Stephen  Ministers  at  Front  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
are  from  left  to  right  front  row:  Buell  Moser,  Curwood  Harrison,  A.  P.  Hill,  Don 
Milligan.  Second  row:  Fred  Weigand,  Lisa  Harrington,  Dexter  Peach,  Mike  Andress. 
Back  Row:  Ed  Moser,  Mike  Mitchell,  Ken  McAdams,  Jim  Drake,  Reece  Haywood. 


*25  youth  receive  lay  speaker  training. 


(continued  from  page  one) 
the  Bible  and  speak  to  other  youth. 

In  one  of  the  role-playing  activities  the 
youth  were  challenged  to  portray  an  historic 
leader.  This  got  them  speaking  in  front  of 
the  group  in  an  enjoyable  way. 

Throughout  the  workshop  the  emphasis 
was  on  personal  experience  -  what  has  God 
done  for  you? 

Being  on  the  church  roll  doesn't  make 
you  a  Christian  any  more  than  being  in 


a  garage  makes  you  a  mechanic,  Rev. 
Harris  told  the  youth,  pressing  home  the 
importance  of  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

"That's  what  it's  all  about,"  she  said.  "We 
need  to  know  that  we  have  a  relationship 
with  Jesus  Christ." 

Amanda  Parker,  15,  from  Beech  Grove 
UMC  in  New  Bern,  was  glad  that  she  had 
attended  the  training. 

"I've  learned  a  little  bit  more  confidence 


here,'*  she  said. 

She  said  that  she  would  be  better  able  to 
speak  about  Jesus  Christ  with  someone  at 
school  because  of  what  she  learned. 

Billie  Wilson,  14,  from  Haw  River  UMC 
in  Haw  River,  found  the  training  useful 
in  preparing  an  upcoming  sermon  for  her 
church. 

*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  conference 
Elder  and  does  free  lance  writing  in  the 
Goldsboro  District. 
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UMCOR  approves  $52  million  for  hurricane  recover 


Grant  to  NC  Conference 
for  Hurricane  Ophelia 
assistance  and  case 
management 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  is  fielding  a  robust  hurricane 
recovery  program  serving  thousands  of 
families  in  the  Gulf  Coast  of  the  United 
States  over  the  next  three  years. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  relief 
agency,  meeting  in  April,  approved  $52.3 
million  to  support  extended  rehabilitation, 
direct  assistance,  family-by-family  problem 
solving,  and  ministries  to  evacuees  in  a 
seven-state  area  devastated  last  year  by 
multiple  hurricanes.  Funding  also  went  to 
recovery  efforts  in  South  America. 

UMCOR's  response  is  focusing  on  six 
regions  (annual  conferences)  where  the 
most  destructive  storms  in  US  history- 
wiped  out  some  300,000  houses  and 
scattered  more  than  a  million  people  to  all 
fifty  states  and  Puerto  Rico.  Specifics  in 
various  conferences  include: 

Louisiana 

With  more  than  1.4  million  FEMA 
registrations  within  its  borders,  the 
Louisiana  conference  is  building  four 
sites  primarily  serving  Katrina  survivors: 
Metarie,  Slidell.  West  Bank  (Aurora),  and 
New  Orleans  (First  Street).  Two  other  sites, 
in  Abbeville  and  Lake  Charles,  are  serving 
Rita  survivors. 

As  in  other  conference  recovery  plans, 
the  heart  of  Louisiana's  response  is  the 
family-by-family  problem  solving  process 
known  as  case  management.  UMCOR  has 
a  national  reputation  for  its  expertise  in 
this  long-term  recovery  methodology  that 
restores  self  sufficiency  and,  in  the  words 
of  one  survivor,  "gives  me  my  life  back." 
Louisiana's  three-year  program  will  cost 
$18,238,798,  with  44  percent  earmarked 
for  direct  assistance. 

Mississippi 

A  $10,531,333  three-year  program  in 
Mississippi  incorporates  a  multifaceted 
approach  of  case  management,  supply- 
distribution  and  rebuilding,  centered  in  five 
recovery  sites.  Nearly  half — 48  percent — 
of  the  funding  is  identified  for  direct 
assistance  to  survivors.  Hurricane  Katrina 
flattened  or  flooded  some  65,000  homes 
along  Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast. 

North  Carolina 

Hurricane  Ophelia  thrashed  37  counties 
in  North  Carolina  on  Sept.  13,  2005, 


destroying  many  uninsured  homes.  The 
board  approved  a  grant  of  $102,900  for 
direct  assistance  and  case  management. 


Texas 

The  two-pronged  recovery  effort  under 
way  in  Texas  serves  surv  ivors  of  Hurricane 
Rita  and  evacuees  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 
One,  implemented  by  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference  operating  from  five  service 
centers,  assists  families  uprooted  by  Rita. 
This  three-year  program  is  budgeted  at 
$3,845,933,  and  includes  about  42  percent 
in  direct  assistance. 

A  second  program  focuses  on  the 
thousands  of  displaced  in  the  Houston  area, 
evacuees  from  Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 
Receiving  $4,084,186  for  a  three-year 
effort  is  Grace  Ministries,  a  partner  of  the 
Texas  Annual  Conference  founded  by  a 
former  case  manager  who  trained  under 
UMCOR  during  tropical  storm  Allison 
recovery.  Ruama  Camp  established  the 
nonprofit  humanitarian  operation  to 
strengthen  the  disaster  preparedness  and 
response  capability  of  African  American 
churches  in  the  Houston  area.  Working 
across  denominational  boundaries,  Ms. 
Camp  is  providing  case  management  for 
vulnerable  families  as  well  as  a  learning 
lab  with  literacy  specialist,  computer  skills, 
job  readiness,  and  entree  for  volunteers  to 
prepare  for  and  respond  to  disasters.  * 

Alabama- West  Florida 

Well  seasoned  from  recent  recovery 
efforts  following  Hurricane  Ivan. in  2004. 
the  Alabama- West  Florida  conference  is 
directing  its  recovery  operations  from  the 
town  of  Bayou  LaBatre,  where  waters  from 
the  Gulf  swept  more  than  five. miles  inland, 
burning  trees  and  foliage  and  washing 
debris  into  the  woods  from  an  island  eight 
miles  out  to  sea.  The  Alabama  West  Florida 
allocation  of  $1 ,837,436  covers  a  two-year 
recovery  effort.  Some  54%  is  set  aside  for 
direct  aid. 


Florida 

Broward,  Dade  and  Monroe  counties  in 
Florida  are  the  focus  of  a  two-year  recovery 
effort  following  Hurricane  Wilma.  These 
counties  are  also  continuing  their  long- 
term  recovery  from  hurricanes  in  2004.  The 
board  approved  $  1 ,584,468.  The  conference 
will  use  63%  for  direct  assistance  and 
also  support  case  management.  The  storm 
recovery  center  continues  to  register  and 
assign  volunteer  teams  to  rebuilding  efforts 
across  the  region. 


The  Rev.  Chris  Blanchard  salvages  communion  chalices  for  his  friend,  the  I1 
Darryl  Tate,  from  Tate's  parsonage  in  New  Orleans  following  Hurricane  Kati1  m 
The  chalices,  a  gumbo  pot  and  the  top  to  Tate's  wedding  cake  were  all  that  c< 
be  salvaged  from  the  home.  Tate's  church,  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist,  sustai1 
heavy  damage.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


Grass  Roots  Grants 

A  $500,000  grant  to  the  Missouri 
Annual  conference  approved  by  the  board 
is  supporting  conference  ministries  to 
evacuees.  The  state  received  more  than 
16,000  people  from  the  Gulf  area.  Nearly 
all  the  grant — 86  % — is  designated  for 
direct  assistance,  distributed  through  the 
conference  affiliation  with  several  long- 
term  recovery  unmet  needs  roundtables  in 
its  region. 

The  Missouri  grant  is  one  of  several 
anticipated  as  UMCOR  works  to  strengthen 
capacity  of  small  organizations  that  fill 
niche  specialties  in  long-term  recovery 
work.  The  board  approved  another  $1.8 
million  for  additional  grass  roots  grants. 
Katrina  Aid  Today,  the  federally  funded 
program  led  by  UMCOR,  will  also  award 
private  grants  through  a  proposal  process 
that  is  expected  to  attract  dozens  of  bidders. 
Board  directors  earmarked  an  additional 
$5  million  for  these  grants  and  named  a 
director  to  the  RFP  review  panel  that  will 
award  the  grants. 

International  Response 

Long-term  recovery  efforts  in  Central 
America  and  the  Caribbean  amounting  to 
$1.5  million  were  approved  by  the  board. 
UMCOR  is  responding  in  Honduras, 
Guatemala  and  Nicaragua  working  with 
ecumenical  coalitions  and  local  partners. 
Shelter,  restoration  of  crops,  fresh  water 
and  psycho-social  support  are  among  the 
efforts  under  way. 


Other  Grants 

Additional  grants  totaling  $2,750,00( 
supporting  four  other  programs: 

•housing  for  volunteer  teams; 

•funding  to   bring   national  mis 
institution    properties    back  into 
operation  so  they  can  continue  to 
those  in  the  disaster  zone; 

•upgrades  to  UMCOR  disaster  resp< 
capacity  such  as  more  robust,  access, 
and  secure  information  tracking; 

•cultural  competency  training. 

A  key  issue  of  the  Katrina  disaster  i: 
revelation  of  race  and  class  discrimina 
in  local  communities  and  state 
government  planning  and  practi 
Cultural  competency  training  is  assisij 
case  managers  to  serve  vulnen 
populations — many  of  whom  live  be 
the  poverty  line — more  effectively 


i 

ID 


Record  Giving  from  United  Methodij  I 

United  Methodists  responded  with  rec 
giving  to  appeals  for  donations  following 
widely  televised  devastation  of  Hurric  i 
Katrina  and  subsequent  storms  that 
their  own  records  for  scope  of  destructi 
More  than  247,000  gifts  poured  in  from 
over  the  world — compared  with  the  ann 
average  of  100,000.  As  of  Feb.  28  cash  g 
totaled  $63,774,9 1 4.  About  70  percent  ca 
from  annual  conferences.  Another 
million  of  relief  and  emergency  supp 
shipped  from  UMCOR's  supply  depot 
conferences  in  the  Gulf  region.  Total  giv 
to  all  charities  doing  hurricane  relief ; 
recovery  topped  the  $3  billion  mark. 


April,  2006  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  Page  5 


I 

oRYE  Foundation  awards  grant  to  DBOM 


;ciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministry,  lo- 
in Archdale,  is  creating  a  video  for 
>uth  Bible  study  curriculum  thanks  to 
nt  from  the  RYE  Foundation  of  Win- 
Salem.  NC. 

irren  Steen,  president  of  the  Rye  Foun- 
n,  said  that  the  project  matches  well 
what  his  organization  is  trying  to  do 
outh  and  children. 

his  project  will  have  a  tremendous 
;t  across  the  state,"  Steen  said.  "The 
of  this  ministry  is  a  natural  fit  with 
our  foundation  is  trying  to  do." 
fe're  concerned  that  there  are  40,000 
i  inmates  in  North  Carolina  and 
20,000  boys  and  girls  who  wake  up 
day  with  no  role  model,"  said  Steen. 
're  trying  to  help  the  youth  who  are  af- 
d  by  that." 

/e're  delighted  to  work  with  the  RYE 
.idation  and  very  appreciative  of  their 
>ort,"  said  Dr.  Mark  Hicks,  executive 
;tor  of  Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Min- 
is. "The  potential  for  expanding  this 
listry  into  other  states  is  very  strong." 
joint  ministry  of  the  Western  North 
)lina  and  North  Carolina  Annual  Con- 
vinces that  was  begun  in  1999,  Disci- 
Bible  Outreach  Ministries  promotes 
four  Disciple  Bible  Study  courses  and 
sfigs  of  Fellowship,"  a  course  for  youth 
te  local  church  and  in  other  settings  in- 
king juvenile  prisons, 
fcngs  of  Fellowship"  was  created  on 
Disciple  Bible  Study  model,  and  like 
:tple,  it  was  edited  by  United  Method- 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke.  "Rings"  is  de- 
led into  five  sections:  Responsibility, 


Presenting  a  check  from  the  R.Y.E.  Foundation  for  the  new 
RINGS  video  are  (1-r)  Warren  Steen,  president  of  the  R.  Y.E. 
Foundation;  Pam  Cash  and  Jacque  Pennell,  R.Y.E.  Board 


members;  Dr.  Mark  Hicks,  DBOM  executive  director;  the  Rev. 
Andy  Lambert  and  Sanda  Simpson  of  Issac  Ministries;  and 
Darrell  Havden  of  DBOM. 


God's  action  in  an  Individual  s  life,  Neigh- 
bors (Christ's  Gospel  message),  God.  and 
Service.  Each  section  includes  four  lessons 
plus  a  graduation  ceremony  for  each  phase, 
which  gives  participants  a  regular  sense  of 
accomplishment  as  they  move  through  the 
course. 

In  addition  to  its  use  a  number  of  juvenile 
prisons,  "Rings"  is  used  in  the  local  church, 
both  as  a  Sunday  school  curriculum  in  for 
the  junior  high  age  group  and  as  a  UMYF 


evening  study.  "Rings  of  Fellowship"  has 
also  been  translated  into  Spanish. 

The  video  project  is  also  being  finan- 
cially supported  by  the  Western  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  A  wide  cross-section  of  col- 
lege-and  high  school-aged  young  people 
are  being  used  in  the  filming.  DBOM  has 
partnered  with  Rev.  Andy  Lambert,  a  Unit- 
ed Methodist  evangelist  and  president  of 
Issac  Ministries  and  Bill  Gibson,  creative 


videographer.  to  develop  the  new  videos. 
"Far  from  talking  heads,  the  RINGS  videos 
will  be  designed  just  for  youth  and  will  be 
high  energy,  creative  and  inspiring."  Hicks 
said. 

Based  in  Winston-Salem,  the  Rye  Foun- 
dation derives  its  name  from  the  first  let- 
ter of  its  three  programming  priorities 
-  Religion,  Youth  and  Education.  This  is 
the  foundation's  third  major  gift  to  United 
Methodist  projects. 


A  Dream  for  Children'  is  theme  for  Children's  March 


By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 

<.  Dream  for  Children 

Dream,  dream,  this  is  my  dream 

)r  the  children  of  the  world. 

eace,  joy  and  happiness 

Dr  every  boy  and  girl. 

v  world  where  there  is  food  to  eat. 

^  home  for  everyone  with  health 

nd  safety  a  major  concern  and 

chools  for  them  to  learn." 

Tiese  are  the  words  to  the  theme  song 
Dr.  Thomas  Moore  of  Myers  Park  UMC 
Charlotte  for  the  North  Carolina  United 
thodist  Children's  March  on  the  State 
)itol  scheduled  for  Tuesday.  June  20. 
Ki. 

Tie  theme  for  the  march  is  "Listen  to 
Children,  the  voice  with  no  vote"  and 
words  to  this  song  are  the  voices  of  our 
ldren  calling  upon  us  as  people  of  faith 
calling  upon  our  lawmakers,  as  is  the 


voice  of  Christ,  to  give  attention  to  the 
"least  of  these."  This  march  on  the  state 
Capitol  gives  opportunity  to  raise  a  voice  to 
the  issues  around  livable  wage  and  to  study 
about  how  to  be  advocates  for  children  and 
the  impoverished  and  to  respond  in  action 
for  justice. 

Churches  are  invited  to  bring  children, 
youth  and  adults  to  join  with  United  Meth- 
odists from  across  North  Carolina  for  this 
march. 

The  gathering  will  begin  at  1:00pm  on 
Tuesday,  June  20,  at  the  Youth  Center  of 
Edenton  St  UMC.  There  will  be  a  program 
there  featuring  music  with  Dr.  Thomas 
Moore  and  Bobbie  Rowland  of  UNC-Char- 
lotte.  Sallie  Jo  Snyder  from  the  Children's 
Defense  Fund  in  Washington,  DC  will 
speak  as  will  Bishop  Lawrence  McClesky 
of  the  WNC  Conference. 

From  the  Youth  Center  the  march  will 
proceed  to  the  Capitol  Building  for  a  prayer 


and  then  the  Legislature  Building  for  a  pro- 
gram led  by  the  Junior  Senate  of  All  God's 
Children  UMC.  Rev.  Laura  Early  and  Bish- 
op Al  Gwinn  of  the  NC  Conference.  After 
this  program  the  march  is  concluded  but 
participants  are  welcome  to  schedule  visits 
with  their  representatives  and  legislators. 

A  one  session  curriculum  resource  to 
prepare  for  the  march  for  adults  and  chil- 
dren will  be  available  in  mid-March  at 
the  website:  www.umchildrenmarch.org. 
Other  resources  may  be  found  there  as  well 
including  a  downloadable  registration  form 
or  online  registration. 

Groups  are  asked  to  register  their  plans  to 
attend  by  May  19.  In  mid-May  confirma- 
tion information  will  be  sent  to  those  reg- 
istered. To  receive  registration  and  other 
materials  (without  online  access)  please 
contact  the  Office  of  Children's  Ministries 
at  the  NC  Conference  United  Methodist 
Building  -  1-800-849-4433. 


Prior  to  the  date  of  the  march,  NC  state 
legislators  will  receive  a  letter  of  invita- 
tion from  the  two  Bishops  of  NC.  a  letter 
of  invitation  from  the  planning  team  for 
the  march  and  a  packet  of  information  to 
include  a  booklet  of  published  prayers  and 
drawings  from  children  in  United  Method- 
ist churches  across  NC  as  well  as  a  letter 
from  Marian  Wright  Edelman  of  the  Chil- 
dren's Defense  Fund. 

Satellite  locations  for  the  march  are 
planned  for  First  UMC-Elizabeth  City  and 
First  UMC-Waynesville.  The  registration 
form  enables  groups  to  indicate  which  lo- 
cation they  plan  to  attend.  A  letter  of  in- 
vitation with  information  about  the  march 
has  been  mailed  to  all  pastors  of  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  North  Carolina. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference  di- 
rector of  children,  youth,  and  young  adult 
ministries. 
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United  Methodists  plan  long-term  work  in  Gulf  regi< 


By  Linda  Bloom  * 

(UMNS )  -  United  Methodists  expect  to  be 
involved  in  Gulf  Coast  Hurricane  recovery 
work  at  least  until  2012. 

An  overview  of  that  work  was  presented 
to  directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  during  the  mission 
agency's  April  3-6  meeting. 

As  of  Feb.  28,  the  denomination  had 
raised  $63.8  million,  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  in 
response  to  the  2005  hurricane  season. 
In  addition,  $7.6  million  of  relief  and 
emergency  supplies  were  shipped  from 
UMCOR's  supply  depot  to  the  church's 
annual  (regional)  conferences  in  the  Gulf 
region. 

UMCOR  has  nearly  completed  the  relief 
phase  of  its  operations  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 


Reservation 
needed  for 
campus  housing 
during  Annual 
Conference 

Clergy  or  lay  members  of  the  NC 
Annual  Conference  planning  to 
stay  in  campus  housing  on  the 

East  Carolina  University  campus 
during  the  June  14-17  gathering 
must  return  the  room  reservation 
form  to  the  Office  of  the  Confer- 
ence Secretary  by  May  15.  The 
purple  form  was  in  conference 

registration  information  sent  to  all 
conference  members. 
Campus  housing  and  linens  are 
provided  at  no  cost  to  members. 

Shuttle  service  will  be  available  to 

and  from  campus  housing  (Greene 
Hall)  to  the  Convention  Center. 
If  conference  members  have 

questions  about  campus  housing  or 

anything  else  related  to  the  Annual 
Conference,  they  should  contact 

the  Office  of  the  Conference 
Secretary:  1-800-849-4433,  ext. 
222  or  e-mail  smedl in  @ nccumc . 
org  orjlbryan@nccumc.org. 


reported  Bishop  Edward  Paup  of  Seattle, 
president  of  the  relief  agency's  board  of 
directors.  The  long-term  recovery  phase 
will  begin  April  17  and  is  projected  to 
continue  to  January  2012. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  UMCOR's  chief 
executive,  explained  to  board  directors 
that  the  disaster  response  agency  provides 
three  types  of  assistance  -  direct  aid,  family 
problem-solving,  and  rebuilding. 

Thirty  to  forty  percent  of  United 
Methodist  gifts  provide  for  direct  aid,  such 
as  payments  for  rent,  utilities  and  child 
care.  Trained  case  managers  assist  with 
family-by-family  problem  solving. 

UMCOR  is  the  lead  agency  in  Katrina  Aid 
Today,  a  $66  million  initiative  sponsored 
by  the  Federal  Emergency  Management 
Agency,  and  is  training  3,000  professional 
staff  and  volunteers  who  will  assist  100,000 
families  displaced  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 

As  of  Feb.  1,  some  $6.5  million  already 
had  been  spent  by  UMCOR  for  hurricane 
assistance.  During  the  spring  meeting. 
UMCOR  directors  approved  a  total  of 
$52.3  million  to  support  recovery  work  in 
a  seven-state  area  devastated  last  year  by 
multiple  hurricanes.  Direct  assistance  was 
the  largest  funding  category  in  each  budget 
submitted  by  the  annual  conferences. 

Among  other  hurricane-related  grants 
allocated  by  UMCOR  directors  are  $1.8 
million  for  the  Alabama- West  Florida 
Annual  Conference  for  Hurricane  Katrina 
work;  $1.58  million  to  the  Florida  Annual 
Conference  for  its  long-term  disaster 
recovery  program  and  $102,900  to  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  for  its 
Hurricane  Ophelia  recovery  program. 

*  Linda  Bloom  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based  in  New 
York. 


(hriBian 


Christmas  in 
New  York 


Join  the  22*  Annual  Christmas  in 
New  York  Theater  Party.  Travel  to 
the  Big  Apple  for  theater,  fine  dining,  and  time  to  explore  New 
York  City,  as  it  is  decorated  for  Christinas.  Stay  at  the 
wonderfully  located  Edison  Hotel,  eat  at  Tavern  on  the  Green 
and  see  the  Radio  City  Christmas  Spectacular,  featuring  the 
world  famous  Rockettes.  The  Color  Purple.  Dirty  Rotten 
Scoundrels  and  Mamma  Mia.  Only  a  few  spaces  remain. 

December  5  -  8,  2006 


Contact  the  ACTS  Office  today  for  brochures. 
Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  llace  •    Raleigh.  NC  27609 
(919)783-8714  •  (888)391 -AO'S  •   (919)783-8747 fax 
E-Mail:  Alphajb'''*  jutio.com  •  •   Web:  Alphaiours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


Sunday  school  classrooms  at  Hartzell  United  Methodist  Chrch  in  New  Orli 
Lower  Ninth  Ward  lie  in  ruins  more  than  six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  ri 
through  the  area.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


Six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  the  Lower  Ninth  Ward  of  New  Orle  r 
the  sanctuary  of  Hartzwell  United  Methodist  Church  shows  no  signs  of  recover 
UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


t 


Wrecked  homes  and  storm  debris  line  the  streets  in  New  Orleans'  Lowern  Ni 
Ward  more  than  six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  ripped  through  the  ares 
UMNS  photo  by  Mike  BuBose 
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wart  Adevu  is  a  missionary  with  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
!  United  Methodist  Church  serving  in  Accra,  Ghana.  Photo  courtesy  of  Mozart 
llevu,  GBGM 


Debra  Price  and  Nancy  Longstreth  are  commissioned  as  Church  and  Community 
Workers  May  17,  2005.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Mel  Wright 


Jnited  Methodists  to  recruit  new  missionaries 


Elliott  Wright  * 

(UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist 
lurch  needs  at  least  20  new  international 
ssionaries  over  two  years. 
A  recruitment  effort-'The  Next 
issionary  May  be  YOU"-was  launched 
ring  the  April  3-6  spring  meeting  of 
s  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
inistries. 

We  are  extremely  pleased  to  be  able 
again   actively   recruit  missionaries 
international  service,"  said  the  Rev. 
Randy  Day,  chief  executive  of  the 
Jternational  mission  agency. 
ij  Dramatic  revenue  shortfalls,  primarily 
om  a  sharp  drop  in  investment  income, 
suited  in  a  moratorium  on  new  missionary 
cruitment   and   assignment   in  2002. 
iternational   missionaries   placed  over 
e  last  three  years  have  filled  emergency 
;eds.  Day  noted. 

"We  are  looking  for  missionaries  in  2006 
id  2007  for  service  in  Africa,  Asia,  Europe, 
atin  America,  and  Israel/Palestine,"  said 
le  Rev.  Edith  Gleaves,  who  heads  the 
aard's  mission  personnel  unit.  "We  need 
lissionary  pastors,  educators,  health  and 
pcial  workers,  children  and  youth  workers, 
iministrators,  and  specialists  in  rural  and 
instruction  ministries." 

A  typical  missionary  term  is  three  years 
length  and  the  board  provides  health 

merits  and  educational  provisions  for 

:pendent  children. 

The  board  currently  provides  full  support 
>r  229  missionaries;  179  in  international 
srvices  and  50  in  the  United  States, 
artiai  support  is  provided  to  another  120 
eople,  mostly  in  the  United  States.  These 


include  church  and  community  workers, 
Hispanic/Latino  Plan  missionaries,  Alaska 
missionaries,  and  short-term  young  adult 
missionaries. 

Another  100  peoplearenon-commissioned 
mission  personnel,  and  the  agency  helps  to 
support  293  people  in  mission  selected  by 
partner  churches  around  the  world.  There 
are  136  deaconesses  and  home  missioners 
who  are  commissioned  by  the  board  but 
find  their  own  places  of  service. 

The  requirements  for  missionary  service 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  can  be 
found  online  at  http://gbgm-umc.org/who 
we  are/mp/documents.cfm. 

Interested  people  should  contact  the 
mission  personnel  unit  of  the  United 


Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
by  calling  (212)870-3660,  or  emailing 
awilson@gbgm-umc.org. 

A  recruitment  flyer  for  posting  in  church 
bulletin  boards  is  available  for  downloading 


at  http://gbgm-umc.org/who  we  are/mp/ 
docs/missionary  fiyer.pdf. 

*  Elliott  Wright  is  the  information  officer 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Ahurch 

OUTLET 

Church  Furnishings  &  Supplies 
At  Discount  Prices 

800-736-3113 
www.churchoutlet.com 


J>J> 


SOUND  SYSTEMS 

For  Churches  since  1961. 
Sound  « CCTV »  Projectors 

fret  Consultation  —  Your  Site  Or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Wotk" 

LiUington,  North  Carolina 
(800)689-3204  or  (910)893-4183 


Created  For  God's  Mission  : 

Fashioning  a  Great  Commission  Church  for  a  21st  Century  World 

A  Compelling  New  Book  by 


CREATED  FOR 

GOD'S  MISSION 


■■■■ 


DR.  HOLT  A.  CLARKE 

FORCWORO'BY  08.  UONARO  SWEET 


Dr.  Holt  A.  Clarke 


The  church's  only  business  is  not  to  stay 
in  business,  but  to  stay  in  mission.  The 

heart  palpitations  and  fibrillations 
caused  by  the  "double  whammy"  to  the 
heart  of  Christianity  [post-Christendom 
and  post-modernity]  make  defibrillators 
like  Dr.  Holt  Clarke's  book  all  the  more 
necessary.  Dr.  Clarke  understands  this 
new  mission  frontier  for  Christianity, 
and  shows  how  we  can  reconfigure 
mission  for  a  new  world. 

—Dr.  Leonard  Sweet,  Ph.D.  E.  Stanley 
Jones  Chair  of  Evangelism  at  Drew 
University  and  best-selling  author. 


Dr.  Clarke's  heart  burning  passion  for  Christ  and  brilliant  outlook  toward  the 
future  of  the  Christian  Church  make  this  book  exceptionally  eminent.  In  addition, 
his  globally  connected  ministerial  practices  such  as  in  South  Korea,  clearly  proves 
the  viability  of  his  vision  for  the  twenty-first  century  church. 

— Dr.  Younglae  Kim,  Ph.D.  Associate  Professor  of  Christian  Education  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary  in  Seoul,  South  Korea. 

For  more  information,  please  visit:  www.holtclarke.com 
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Around  the  Conference 


The  NC  Conference  Clergy  Partners 
Association  held  their  32nd  annual 
Retreat  on  March  17  and  18,  at  the 
Embassy  Suites  Hotel  in  Raleigh  with  53 
in  attendance.  Catherine  Ritch  Guess, 
composer,  author  &  musician,  was  the 
speaker.  Two  Break-Out  Sessions  were 
held:  Lori  Warren  taught  "Spiritual 
Check-up"  and  Norma  Morrison  taught 
"Moving  Day." 


Nineteen  youth  and  five  adults  from  across  the  NC  Conference 
boarded  a  bus  and  traveled  to  Washington,  DC  and  New  York 
City  for  the  Global  Vision  Conference  youth  event,  March  21  - 
26.  In  Washington,  DC  part  one  of  the  seminar  on  nationalism 
and  the  struggle  against  extremism  was  held  at  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  Methodist  Building  on  Capitol 
Hill  with  the  United  Methodist  Seminars  on  National  and 
International  Affairs  office  there.  The  seminar  continued  at 
the  Church  Center  across  from  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York  City  with  the  UM  Seminars  office  there.  In  addition  to 


the  seminar  the  group  visited  the  Empire  State  Building,  had 
group  meal  at  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe  and  attended  two  Broad  wal 
musical  shows.  On  Saturday,  group  members  had  variou 
sightseeing  options  such  as  Chinatown,  Central  Park,  Fift] 
Avenue  and  Times  Square.  After  attending  worship  at  Riversidi 
Church  in  New  York  City,  the  group  returned  to  North  Carolina] 
Global  Vision  is  one  of  the  NC  Conference  youth  events  hel  f 
each  year  for  high  school  students.  For  more  information  oi 
Global  Vision  and  other  conference  youth  opportunities  chec] 

the  website  at  sxaMamM&aa&taMaia 


The  annual  Elizabeth  City  District  Lay  Rally  was  held  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  Elizabeth  City.  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  presented 
the  message  and  Sandra  Ray,  district  lay  leader;  and  the  Rev.  Albert 
Shuler,  Elizabeth  City  District  superintendent  participated  in  the  program 
with  Barry  Breit,  of  the  Duck  UMC,  leading  the  singing.  Standing  in 
front  of  the  choir,  from  left  to  right  is  Sandra  Ray,  Barry  Breit, 
Bishop  Gwinn  and  Reverend  Shuler. 


Youth  assisted  in  the  "Lamb  Jam"  with  games,  story  telling,  and  crafts  during 
the  Elizabeth  City  Lay  Rally.  Participating  in  the  "Lamb  Jam"  were  various 
children's  choirs  after  they  presented  music  during  the  rally.  From  left  to 
right  are:  John  Dunstan,  Madeline  Harrell,  Tammy  Campbell,  Emil,  Breanna 
Campbell,  Lydia  Harrell,  Lindsay  Freeman,  Katie  Midgett,  Leigh  Ann  Pfeiffer. 


The  Rev.  Ray  Pearce,  pastor  of  Bath  UMC,  joined  in  the  town's  300,h  Anniversar) 
celebration  by  portraying  John  Wesley  riding  a  horse  down  Main  Street  to  Sunday 
morning  worship.  The  church  actively  participated  in  the  town 's  year-long  celebration 
which  included  visits  by  Lord  George  Carey,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the 
mayor  of  the  town's  sister  city,  Bath,  England. 


May,  2006  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  Page  9 


United  Methodist  elders  under  the  age  of  35  declining 


Levels  of  Elders  Under  35  by  Annual  Conferences 


Other  Missionary  Conference*  Brown  .  5.00%  or  more  elders  under  35 

Red  Bird  •  Ye»ow  Orange  -  J  00  - 4  99%  eider*  under  15 

Rio  Grande  -  Yellow  Yeilow  -2.99%  or  fewer  elders  under  J5 


A  map  of  U.S.  annual  conferences  shows  percentage  levels  of  United  Methodist  clergy 
under  the  age  of  35    Courtesy  of  the  Lewis  Center  for  Church  Leadership 


verage  age  is  52, 
iority  needed  to 
icourage  young 
zrsons  to  enter 
.  rdained  ministry 

I  /  Linda  Green* 

*  (UMNS)  United  Methodist  clergy  are 
tting  older  than  the  population  the 
nomination  is  trying  to  reach,  according 
a  report  examining  clergy  age  trends  for 
z  past  20  years. 

The  average  age  of  elders  in  the  church 
s  increased  by  five  years  over  that  time 
riod.  the  report  found.  In  1985,  the 
erage  age  of  ordained  elders  was  46.8 
ars,  compared  to  the  51.5  years  in  2005. 
The  research  was  conducted  by  the  Lewis 
;nter  for  Church  Leadership  at  United 
ethodist-related  Wesley  Theological 
;minary  in  Washington  and  the  United 
j  iethodist  Board  of  Pension  and  Health 

enefits,  Evanston,  111. 
m  Although  the  denomination  seeks  to 
(j:ach  new  members  in  their  20s  and  30s. 
jjie  age  of  clergy  is  growing  in  the  other 
..  irection.  The  denomination  is  not  attracting 
j  ergy  from  the  younger  population,  the 
m  :port  said. 

j  "Efforts  to  encourage  younger 
arsons  to  respond  to  God's  call  to 
rdained  ministry  must  be  a  priority 
ir  the  United  Methodist  Church," 
lid  the  Rev.  Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr., 
irector  of  the  Lewis  Center.  "'Vital  and 
rowing  churches  are  a  key  to  attracting 
iich  younger  leadership." 

The  study  sought  to  identify  clergy  age 
■ends  among  elders  in  the  United  Methodist 
Ihurch  over  the  last  20  years  so  that  church 
:aders  will  have  background  information 
or  monitoring  future  changes. 

There  has  been  a  dramatic  drop  in 
le  number  and  percentage  of  United 
4ethodist  elders  under  the  age  of  35  in 
tie  last  20  years,  according  to  the  report. 
Tie  number  of  elders  under  35  declined 
rom  3,219  in  1985  to  850  in  2005.  Young 
Iders  as  a  percentage  of  all  elders  dropped 
rom  15.05  percent  in  1985  to  only  4.69 
tercent  in  2005. 

The  study  focuses  on  the 
ncreasing  age  of  elders  in  the  five 
urisdictional  conferences  of  "  the 
Jnited  Methodist  Church,  but  also 
>rovides  comparable  data  on  deacons 
ind  local  pastors.  Available  data 
in  clergy  age  trends  in  other 
ienominations  are  included  for 
ximparisons.  Support  for  the  study  came 
Torn  the  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc. 

Weems  says  the  value  in  a  study 
sxamining  clergy  age  trends  is  needed  to 
enow  the  shape  of  future  leadership  of  the 
ienomination.  Continued  research  will 


monitor  the  trends  to  see  where  they  lead 
and  how  the  church  is  impacted,  he  said. 

"We  are  hoping  that  this  will  give  leaders 
in  the  church  who  want  to  change  the  trend 
the  information  they  need  to  do  that," 
Weems  said.  All  clergy,  particularly  older 
clergy  need  enhanced  training  to  meet  the 
needs  of  emerging  generations,  he  added. 

"Just  at  the  time  when  the 
organization  needs  its  best  leaders  in 
greatest  numbers,  the  base  of  new 
and  quality  leadership  tends  to  be 
smallest,"  Weems  noted.  "The  issue 
of  enlisting  younger  quality  clergy 
must  be  seen  side  by  side  with  the 
quality  and  vitality  of  the  church 
itself.  The  church's  overall  health 
is  the  most  important  factor 
determining  who  comes  into  ordained 
ministry." 

Some  of  the  other  findings  of  the  report 
show: 

•  The  decline  in  young  elders  has  been 
significantly  greater  than  the  decline  in 
church  membership,  number  of  churches, 
and  number  of  pastoral  charges. 

•  The  proportion  of  elders  aged  55  and 
above  has  increased  from  27  percent  to  41 
percent. 

•  The  median  age  of  elders  (half  older, 
half  younger)  has  increased  from  48  to  52. 

•  The  mode  age  among  elders  (single 
age  most  represented)  in  2005  was  58.  the 
age  of  the  first  Baby  Boomers  to  become 
elders. 

•  The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  has  the 
most  young  elders  -  42  percent  of  the  total. 

•  The  Holston  conference  has  the  highest 
percentage  of  young  elders — with  10 
percent.  The  percentage,  however,  is  still 
5  percent  less  than  the  denominational 
average  in  1985. 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  —  The  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction  is  pleased  to  announce 
the  appointment  of  the  Reverend  Doctor 
Carl  L.  Arrington  to  the  SEJ  Ministry 
Team  as  director  of  African-American 
Ministries.  Reverend  Arrington  comes 
to  this  appointment  from  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  where 
he  has  most  recently  served  in  Extension 
Ministry  as  Minority  Program  Director  of 
the  Regional  AIDS  Interfaith  Network  in 
Charlotte. 

Reverend  Arrington  earned  his  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree  from  Drew  University 
Theological  School,  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  and  completed  his  undergraduate 
work  at  the  University  of  North  Carolina  at 


•  There  is  a  higher  percentage  of  women 
among  young  elders  than  in  older  age 
categories,  although  women  are  significantly 
represented  across  the  age  groups.  Women 
make  up  31  percent  of  elders  under  35, 
25  percent  of  elders  aged  35-54,  and  23 
percent  of  elders  55  and  older. 

•  The  percentage  of  elders,  deacons, 
and  local  pastors  under  35  is  generally  the 
same. 

"We  are  not  surprised  by  the  survey 
because  it  reflects  trends  we  have  seen  in 
recent  studies,"  said  Barbara  Boigegrain, 
top  executive  at  the  United  Methodist 


Chapel  Hill.  He  has  a  varied  background 
of  service  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Simpson- 
Gillespie  UMC  in  Charlotte,  Berry  Temple 
and  Wilson  Chapel  UMC,  Asheville.  and 
as  pastor  of  Mount  Olive  A.M.E.  Church 
in  Wilmington. 

His  work  in  public  motivational 
speaking,  as  a  seminar  leader  and  a  coach 
for  professional  and  personal  development 
and  values  formation  will  be  invaluable  to 
this  newly  formed  position  that  focuses  on 
strengthening  the  Black  Churches  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

Reverend  Arrington  began  his  work 
with  the  Jurisdiction  at  Lake  Junaluska 
Assembly.  N.C.  at  the  end  of  March. 


Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits. 

"The  board  maintains  data  on  all  clergy  in 
our  pension  and  benefit  plans  and  research 
like  this  helps  us  continue  to  learn  about 
the  needs  of  our  active  clergy  population, 
which  is  important  to  the  design  and  funding 
of  future  benefit  plans.  We  try  to  keep  a 
watchful  eye  on  all  demographic  changes  of 
clergy  and  lay  workers  to  continue  to  support 
them  in  their  ministry." 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


REVEREND  CARL  L.  ARRINGTON 


Rev.  Carl  Arrington  named  to  lead 
African- American  ministries  in  SEJ 


Page  1 0  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  May  2006 


F  i 


Sean  McAtee  (left)  and  Jeff  Byrd  (center),  of  United  Methodist  Communications, 
and  the  Rev.  Patrick  Phillips  of  Jackson  (Miss.)  Central  United  Methodist  Church 
unload  donated  computers.  UMNS  photo  by  Woody  Woodrick 
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The  Rev.  LeKisha  Reed  (center)  of  Boy  n ton  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orlean: 
stands  with  Sean  McAtee  (left)  and  Jeff  Byrd,  of  United  Methodist  Communication: 
after  receiving  donated  computers.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Betty  Backstrom 


Donated  computers  will  help  congregations  stay  in  touch 


By  Betty  Backstrom  and  Woody 
Woodrick* 

(UMNS)United  Methodist  churches  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  devastated  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  got  a  much 
needed  delivery  recently  -  computers. 

The  donated  computers  -  115  desktops 
and  20  laptops -are  the  result  of  a  joint  effort 
by  United  Methodist  Communications  and 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits. 

The  pension  board  was  in  the  process  of 
replacing  the  computers  in  the  fall  of  2005 
when  the  idea  of  giving  the  computers  to 
pastors  and  congregations  was  conceived 
by  Sean-  McAtee,  tech  shop  director  for 
United  Methodist  Communications,  and 
Linda  Haas,  a  senior  analyst  at  the  Board  of 
Pension.  The  computers  were  three  to  four 
years  old. 

"These  computers  are  important  for 
ministry,"  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon, 
top  executive  at  United  Methodist  Com- 
munications. "Many  displaced  members  of 
local  congregations  remain  in  contact  with 
friends  and  relatives  by  e-mail.  Pastors 
need  the  capability  to  be  connected  in  order 
to  stay  in  touch  with  their  parishioners.  In 
They  will  be  able  to  use  the  computers  for 
sermon  preparation,  writing  and  other  more 
routine  work  that  has  become  commonplace 
in  our  digitized  society." 

In  a  statement  about  the  donation  of 
computers,  Barbara  A.  Boigegrain,  top 
executive  at  the  Board  of  Pension  and 
Health  Benefits,  said,  "It  is  important  to 
find  meaningful  ways  to  continue  to  assist 
those  affected  by  the  storms  and  especially 
to  help  rebuild  churches,  which  help  people 
to  rebuild  lives." 


The  pension  board  cleared  out  the  old 
computers,  wiped  them  clean,  reloaded 
Microsoft  Office,  and  tested  each  one  to 
make  sure  it  worked  properly. 

"They  (the  board  of  pension)  even  went 
so  far  as  to  carefully  box  each  unit  in  its 
original  Dell  container  so  that  all  I  had  to 
do  was  pick  them  up  for  delivery  to  the 
Gulf  Coast,"  said  McAtee. 

On  March  28,  McAtee  and  Jeff  Byrd, 
maintenance  supervisor  for  United 
Methodist  Communications,  began  moving 
the  computers  from  the  Board  of  Pension  in 
Evanston,  111, 

"We  were  able  to  pick  up  all  the  units  at 
one  time.  Seven  of  the  office  employees 
stopped  what  they  were  doing  at  their  desks 
and  joined  Jeff  and  me  in  loading  up  the 
truck,"  McAtee  said. 

The  pair  left  Evanston  in  breezy,  40-degree 
weather  to  arrive  1 2  hours  later  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  to  balmy  80-plus  temperatures.  "We 
definitely  needed  a  wardrobe  change,"  said 
McAtee.  With  Byrd  behind  the  wheel  of 
the  truck,  the  two  made  "great  time"  as 
they  traveled  south.  "God  truly  blessed  our 
trip,"  Byrd  said. 

They  stopped  first  at  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jackson,  Miss.  The  23 
computers  left  there  will  be  distributed  to 
churches  in  the  Seashore  District. 

The  bulk  of  the  computers  were  off-loaded 
at  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  Center  in  Baton  Rouge.  McAtee 
and  Byrd  were  greeted  by  Louisiana  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson,  the  Rev.  Darryl 
Tate,  storm  center  director,  and  Fred  Loy,  a 
former  member  of  the  General  Commission 
on  Communication,  the  governing  body  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

"We  are  appreciative  for  the  generous 
gift  of  computers  from  the  General  Board 


of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits,  along 
with  United  Methodist  Communication's 
contributions,"  Hutchinson  said.  "So 
many  churches  and  pastors  lost  all  their 
office  equipment,  and  this  will  go  a  long 
way  in  helping  to  replace  badly  needed 


computers." 

*  Betty  Backstrom  is  editor  of  Louisianc 
Now!,  the  newspaper  of  the  LA  Annua. 
Conference,  and  Woody  Woodrick  is  editoi 
of  the  Mississippi  Advocate,  the  newspapet 
of  the  MS  Annual  Conference. 
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At  Cokesbury,  we're  not  just  a 
source  for  products.  We  are  people 
driven  by  a  mission  to  support 
the  preaching,  teaching  and  witness 
of  God's  unconditional  grace.  And 
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United  Methodist  church  has  historic  link  to  Scrabble 
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Annual  Conference  sessions  to  be 
video  streamed,  discussed  over  a  Blog 


By  Linda  Bloom  * 

(UMNS)  -  Can  you  spell  "birthplace?" 

Scrabble,  the  popular  word  game,  has 
a  historic  link  to  a  United  Methodist 
congregation. 

Among  the  first  players  of  the  game  were 
members  of  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  borough  of  Queens  in  New 
York  City,  according  to  the  Rev.  Austin 
Armitstead,  who  served  as  pastor  there 

from  1974-95. 

The  game's  acknowledged  inventor, 
Alfred  M.  Butts,  had  always  liked 
anagrams  and  word  games.  In  1931,  unable 
to  find  work  as  an  architect  because  of  the 
Depression,  he  created  a  word-construction 
game  by  analyzing  the  English  language.  It 
was  first  called  by  several  names,  including 
"Criss  Cross." 

The  most  enthusiastic  player  of  Criss 
Cross  was  his  wife,  Nina,  who  introduced 
the  game  to  her  friends  at  Community 
Church.  She  became  very  skilled  at  the 
game,  causing  her  husband  to  reportedly 
remark,  "She  beat  me  at  my  own  game." 

Butts  also  gave  handmade  game  sets  to 
other  friends  but  he  was  unable  to  find  a 
commercial  game  manufacturer  interested 
in  his  invention,  according  to  Armitstead. 

In  1 948,  a  friend,  James  Brunot,  who  came 
up  with  the  Scrabble  name,  volunteered  to 
make  and  sell  the  game  on  a  small  scale. 

A  few  years  later,  Macy's  Department 
store  began  carrying  Scrabble  and  it 
boomed  in  popularity.  Production  was 
turned  over  to  Selchow  &  Righter,  which 
had  previously  rejected  the  game. 

More  than  100  million  Scrabble  sets 
have  been  sold  in  29  languages.  Mrs.  Butts 
remained  a  member  of  Community  Church 
until  her  death  in  1979.  Butts  ~  who  died 
on  April  4,  1993,  at  the  age  of  93  -  earned 
royalties  of  about  three  cents  a  game  set  for 
many  years. 

Armitstead  joined  other  community 
leaders  in  Jackson  Heights  to  plan  and 
execute  a  celebration  of  the  birthplace  of 
Scrabble. 

He  also  was  instrumental  in  getting 
the  New  York  Landmarks  Preservation 
Foundation  to  recognize  the  contribution 
of  Community  Church.  The  church's 
education  building  now  has  a  medallion 
recognizing  it  as  the  historic  birthplace  of 
Scrabble. 

*  Linda  Bloom  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based  in  NY. 


Alfred  M.  Butts,  an  unemployed 
architect,  invented  the  game  of  Scrabble. 
Web-only  photo  courtesy  of  Wikpedia" 


Local  church  members  who  cannot 
attend  the  Annual  Conference,  June  14- 
17,  can  watch  the  proceedings  almost  as 
if  they  were  in  the  Convention  Center  in 
Greenville  and  discuss  some  of  the  issues 
in  a  Blog. 

While  the  conference  is  in  session,  the 
program  and  presentations  can  be  watched 
live  by  video  streaming  over  the  Internet. 
Anyone  with  access  to  a  computer  can 
watch  the  proceedings. 

In  addition,  a  Blog,  or  Internet  discussion 
group,    will    be    available    while  the 


Erin  Hawkins  and  Jim  Taylor  from  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race 
will  be  facilitating  Sensitivity  training  for 
pastors,  lay  leaders,  and  local  church  staff- 
parish  committeechairs  in  t  he  NorthCarolina 
Conference.  The  purpose  of  this  training  is 
to  counsel  church  pastors  and  leaders  on 
the  different  facets  of  inclusiveness  within 
the  church  and  community  and  sensitizing 
the  church  to  issues  of  racism,  diversity, 
and  inclusiveness. 

"As  communities  around  the  nation 
become  increasingly  diverse,  the  church 


conference  is  in  session.  A  moderator  at 
the  conference  will  be  writing  about  items 
being  discussed  or  responding  to  questions 
posed  during  the  Blog. 

To  access  either  option,  get  on  the 
Internet,  connect  to  the  conference 
website,  www.nccumc.org.  and  follow  the 
instructions.  Two  streaming  connection 
options  will  be  available:  one  for  DSL  or 
high  speed  connection  and  one  for  modem 
access.  These  options  will  be  available 
shortly  before  conference  begins  on  June 
14. 


is  being  called  upon  to  provide  hospitality, 
grace  and  love  to  all  people  now  more 
than  ever.  The  purpose  of  the  sensitivity 
workshop  is  to  understand  the  diversity 
that  is  in  our  midst  and  to  learn  what  it 
means  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ 
in  a  multi-cultural  setting,"  Ms.  Hawkins 
said  in  describing  the  training,  which  is 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Monitoring 
and  Accountability  Committee. 

Districts  will  be  clustered  for  one  of  three 
scheduled  meetings  as  follows:  Burlington, 
Durham,  Raleigh,  and  Sanford  districts 


Connection  to  the  streaming  or  the  Blog 
will  be  available  throughout  conference, 
except  during  a  recess  for  meals  or  during 
the  evening.  To  receive  the  streaming 
signal,  Windows  Media  Player  must  be  on 
the  computer.  Instructions  on  installing 
the  software  will  be  accessible  where 
the  connection  options  are  listed  on  the 
conference  website.  A  telephone  number 
will  be  listed  for  assistance. 

Share  the  streaming  and  Blog  information 
with  anyone  who  may  be  interested. 


will  meet  May  6  at  Garner  UMC  in  Garner; 
Elizabeth  City,  Greenville,  New  Bern, 
and  Rocky  Mount  districts  will  meet  May 
20  at  St.  James  UMC  in  Greenville;  and 
Fayetteville,  Goldsboro,  Rockingham,  and 
Wilmington  districts  will  meet  August  19  at 
Chestnut  Street  UMC  in  Lumberton.  Each 
session  will  begin  at  10am  and  conclude 
around  3pm. 

Please  place  these  training  events  on  your 
calendar.  For  more  information,  contact 
your  district  office. 


Sensitivity  training  for  pastors,  local  church  leaders 
will  be  held  on  three  dates  across  the  conference 
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2008  Gen  Conference  Logo  keys  on  hope 


(UMNS)  United  Methodists  gathering 
for  their  top  legislative  assembly  in  2008 
will  meet,  symbolically,  under  a  tall,  green 
tree  representing  "A  Future  with  Hope." 

The  green  tree  and  theme  of  hope  are  the 
key  elements  of  the  new  logo  for  the  next 
General  Conference,  which  will  gather 
April  23-May  2,  2008.  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex- 
as. The  logo  will  become  a  familiar  sight 
between  now  and  the  end  of  General  Con- 
ference, gracing  a  wide  variety  of  items  -  a 
stamped  coin,  hymnals,  bulletins.  T-shirts 
and  sweatshirts,  banners. 

The  denomination's  Commission  on 
General  Conference  chose  the  logo  through 
a  competition  that  drew  35  entries  from 
church  members  around  the  connection. 
The  commission  liked  the  logo's  simplicity 
and  versatility  of  design,  said  the  Rev.  Alan 
J.  Morrison.  General  Conference  business 
manager  at  the  church's  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration. 

"It  reminds  us  of  the  new  growth  and 
new  hope,  and  that's  really  the  nature  of 
how  we  in  the  church  live  all  the  time."  he 
said.  "We  live  in  the  presence  of  God,  look- 
ing for  a  future  with  hope."  The  theme  was 


inspired  by  Jeremiah  29: 1 1 . 

Winning  designer  Polly  Shafer  of  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.,  placed  the  denomination's 
cross  and  flame  mark  on  one  side  of  the 
assembly's  theme  and  the  tree  on  the  other. 
The  copy  at  the  bottom  of  the  logo  reads: 
"Fort  Worth,  Texas/  2008  General  Confer- 
ence/ The  United  Methodist  Church." 

"I  used  hopeful  images:  images  that 
communicate  signs  of  spring  and  new  be- 
ginnings," said  Shafer,  a  member  of  Good 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pine 
Bluff  and  a  secretary  at  Star  City  (Ark.) 
United  Methodist  Church.  "The  tree  repre- 
sents new  hope. 

"The  selection  of  fonts  was  important 
to  me,"  she  said.  She  wanted  to  balance 
a  modern  font  for  the  word  "future"  with 
a  font  showing  movement  for  the  word 
"hope." 

Shafer  said  she  had  designed  items  such 
as  T-shirts  for  her  church  but  "nothing  this 
big."  Notified  in  February  that  her  logo  had 
been  chosen,  she  was  excited. 

"1  can't  wait  to  see  it  on  something,"  she 
said. 

The  commission  held  the  contest  as  a 


Eutu  re 
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Fort  Worth  T*M*t 
2006  Genmml  Cof\f#f&r>c# 
The  Urvtod  Methodist  Church 


way  to  broaden  participation  in  the  assem- 
bly process.  "General  Conference  is  the 
legislative  body  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church."  Morrison  noted.  "...  It's  a  pro- 
cess that's  representative  of  our  member- 
ship, so  the  competition  gave  an  opportu- 
nity for  everyday  members  to  take  part  in 
some  piece  of  General  Conference." 

A  $500  prize  was  awarded  for  the  win- 
ning entry  -  a  cost  that  Morrison  said  was 
consistent  with  what  the  commission  has 
paid  in  the  past  to  have  a  professional 


graphic  artist  design  the  logo. 

All  of  the  entries  for  the  contest,  held  be 
tween  April  and  June  last  year,  came  from 
church  members  in  the  United  States.  The 
commission  used  a  blind  selection  process, 
Morrison  said. 

General  Conference  meets  every  four 
years,  drawing  nearly  1.000  voting  del- 
egates from  around  the  world.  It  is  the  only 
body  that  speaks  for  the  nearly  1 1  million- 
member  United  Methodist  Church. 


Louisburg  UMC  receives  grant  for  'Open  Hearts'  campaign 


Louisburg  United  Methodist  Church 
is  receiving  a  matching  grant  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  launch  a  local 
advertising  campaign  designed  to  reach  out 
and  welcome  people  into  the  church. 

The  local  initiative  accompanies  a  $1.7 
million  national  advertising  campaign 
which  begins  March  29  on  18  cable  net- 
works and  continues  through  April  15.  A 
new  television  commercial  entitled  "The 
Prayer"  is  the  latest  component  of  The  U  nit- 
ed Methodist  Church's  "Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors."  media  campaign,  and 
will  air  for  the  first  time  during  Lent. 

The  local  campaign  by  Louisburg  United 
Methodist  Church  will  include  outdoor  ad- 
vertisements totaling  $810  and  is  expected 
to  reach  over  10,000  people. 

In  the  new  television  spot,  a  boy  care- 
fully writes  a  note  on  a  piece  of  paper,  then 
grabs  a  kite  and  heads  outside.  He  attaches 
his  handwritten  note  to  the  body  of  the  kite 
and,  with  great  anticipation,  sends  it  soaring 
into  the  sky.  This  message  reminds  us  all  to 
"believe  again"  in  the  power  of  prayer. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
awarded  approximately  $360,000  to  60 
grant  recipients  across  the  nation  for  local 
media  campaigns  to  supplement  the  na- 
tional television  campaign.  Every  dollar 
provided  by  the  national  agency  is  matched 


by  a  dollar  from  the  local  church. 

"These  grants  enable  local  congrega- 
tions to  broadcast  the  church's  message 
of  welcome  in  ways  that  are  more  targeted 
and  more  specific  to  their  communities," 
said  The  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  chief  execu- 
tive of  United  Methodist  Communications. 
"Local  efforts  will  increase  the  impact  and 


reach  of  the  overall  campaign." 

The  "Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open 
doors."  campaign  has  been  working  to 
raise  awareness  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  since  2001.  Test  market  research 
in  September  2005  showed  that  half  of  the 
people  exposed  to  the  church's  advertising 
were  "very"  or  "somewhat"  willing  to  visit 


a  United  Methodist  Church.  Research  con- 
ducted after  the  August-September  televi- 
sion advertising  in  test  markets  across  the 
United  States  reported  average  first  time 
attendance  increases  of  9  percent  in  Sep- 
tember 2005  compared  to  September  2004. 
The  research  was  conducted  by  the  Barna 
Research  Group. 


Mother' s  Day  offering  benefits  benevolent  care 


*  By  Beverley  Pierpoint 

The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  Mothers'  Day  Offering  is  only  a 
short  time  away.  This  special  offering  is 
the  one  time  that  UMRH  approaches  the 
churches  for  support.  The  Mothers'  Day 
Offering  provides  funds  to  residents  in 
our  communities  who  have  depleted 
their  resources. 

In  2005  the  Offering  raised  $52,763. 
The  Raleigh  District  was  the  top  suppor- 
ter followed  by  the  Durham,  Elizabeth 
City,  New  Bern,  Fayetteville  and  San- 
ford  districts.  These  six  districts  contri- 
buted $32,204  of  the  $52,763  raised. 

The  Greenville  District  had  the  largest 
increased  in  participation,  up  263%  from 


2004.  Durham  followed  with  an  increase  of 
1 18%,  Goldsboro  with  1 10%  and  Elizabeth 
City  with  103%.  The  top  church  in  the  dis- 
trict was  Duck  United  Methodist  Church, 
followed  by  Edenton  Street,  North  Raleigh, 
Duke  University  Chapel.  Jarvis.  and  Apex 
for  a  total  of  $8,887. 

All  districts  had  an  increase  in  participa- 
tion but  in  2005  only  340  of  the  830  chur- 
ches in  the  conference  participated.  UMRH 
hopes  to  increase  its  participation  in  2006 
with  new  churches  offering  this  oppor- 
tunity to  their  congregations.  The  United 
Methodist  Retirement  Homes  is  one  of  the 
connectional  ministries  of  the  conference. 

Beverley  Pierpoint.  UMRH  Director  of 
Corporate  Communications  and  Annual  Gi- 
ving has  been  attending  the  district  pastors 


meeting  to  pass  out  the  envelopes  and 
materials  to  the  churches.  If  any  church 
did  not  receive  their  packet,  please  call 
(919)  384-3005  or  3006  and  one  will  be 
sent  to  them. 

The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  has  five  campuses  in  North  Ca- 
rolina: Croasdaile  Village  in  Durham, 
Cypress  Glen  in  Greenville,  Wesley  Pi- 
nes and  Wesley  Ridge  in  Lumberton  and 
Quail  Haven  Village  in  Pinehurst.  Visit 
us  online  at  www.umrh.org. 


*  Beverley  Pierpoint  is  UMRH  direc- 
tor of  Corporate  Conununications  and 
Annual  Giving. 


(WRITER'S  NOTE:  Some  changes  in  deadlines 
nean  that  these  commentaries  on  the  June  lessons  in 
he  Adult  Bible  Studies  are  being  written  before  the 
eacher's  book  and  student's  book  are  available.  If  the 
naterial  here  and  the  material  in  the  resources  seem  to 
vander  in  contrary  directions,  it  may  be  because  one 
las  not  seen  the  other!  Belton) 
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June  Adult  Bible  Studies 


June  4. 2006 


Text:  1  Corinthians  1:10-17 
'Servants  of  Unity" 

With  an  apology  to  all  Sunday  School  groups 
lamed  "Friendship  Class,"  I  pass  on  this 
whimsical  comment  made  by  Robert  Walker: 
'You  might  be  United  Methodist  if  the  members 
)f  the  Friendship  Class  are  always  fighting 
tmong  themselves."  That  statement  could  be 
nade  about  many  of  our  church  gatherings! 
We  do  not  always  agree  and  we  do  not  always 
disagree  pleasantly.  Maybe  there  was  some 
truth  to  the  hotel  sign  seen  at  the  1 980  General 
onference  in  Indianapolis:  "Welcome  Untied 
Methodists!" 

For  whatever  comfort  it  is,  such  squabbles 
and  even  animosity  are  biblical!  The  verses 
n  this  week's  study  describe  a  major  league 
church  fuss  in  the  early  Christian  community. 
The  issue  might  have  been  Paul  versus  Apollos 
versus  Cephas  versus  Christ,  but  we  recognize 
the  dimensions  of  such  disharmony:  traditional 
worship  versus  contemporary  worship,  stay 
here  or  relocate  the  church  to  the  suburbs,  spend 
money  on  a  missions  work  team  or  repaint  the 
fellowship  hall.  You  name  it:  chances  are  that 
someone  does  not  agree! 

Paul's  invitation  in  this  letter  to  the  divided 
Corinthians  is  to  be  in  agreement,  to  be  united 
(1:10).  When  Paul  says,  "I  appeal. ..that  there 
be  no  divisions  among  you,"  (1:10)  the  word 
for  "divisions"  is  schisma.  Do  you  recognize 
our  English  word  "schism"?  Think  of  the 
third  stanza  of  the  hymn  "The  Church's  One 
Foundation":  "Though  with  a  scornful  wonder, 
we  see  her  sore  oppressed;  by  schisms  rent 
asunder,  by  heresies  distressed...."  There  is  an 
interesting  thing  about  the  Greek  word  schisma. 
It  means  torn  into  two,  split  apart,  separated. 
What  Paul  might  be  saying  to  the  Corinthians 
(and  perhaps  to  us  today)  is  "Don't  let  your 
differences  tear  you  into  two  bodies." 

But  Paul  calls  on  the  Corinthians  (and  us)  to 
be  in  agreement,  with  the  same  mind  and  same 
purpose  (1:10).  That  is  a  taller  order.  If  you 
will  let  me  name  the  terms  of  agreement  and 
if  you  will  be  willing  to  use  my  mind  as  the 
standard  and  if  you  will  accept  the  purpose  as 
I  see  it,  I  think  we  have  a  deal!  After  delving 
into  the  cause  of  the  breaks  in  the  unity  of  the 
church  at  Corinth  (1:11-13),  Paul  brings  into 
sharp  focus  the  basis  of  the  Church's  unity.  It  is 
not  a  common  intellectual  assent;  it  is  not  even 
what  we  do  together.  The  basis  of  the  Church's 
unity  is  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ — his  death  and 
resurrection.  (1:17) 

If  the  ground  at  the  foot  of  the  cross  is  level, 
perhaps  we  can  also  say  that  the  ground  in  front 
of  the  open  tomb  is  also  even.  So  we  stand  there 
in  awed  worship  on  one  level,  in  unity. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Charles  Wesley 
wrote  this  hymn  (no.  562,  United  Methodist 
Hymnal):  "Jesus,  Lord,  we  look  to  thee;  let  us 
in  thy  name  agree;  show  thyself  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  bid  our  strife  forever  cease.  " 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "At  your  cross,  O  Lord,  we 
meet..." 


June  11.  2006 


Text:  1  Corinthians  2:1,  6-16 
"Servants  of  Wisdom" 

Annual  conferences  are  gathering  throughout 
United  Methodism.  The  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  will  be  in  Greenville,  June  14-17. 
The  Book  of  Discipline  indicates  that  the  annual 
conference  is  the  basic  body  of  the  Church. 
These  are  important  days! 

The  first  annual  conference  I  remember 
attending  was  in  1 952  at  Front  Street  Church  in 
Burlington.  (In  those  days,  the  conference  was 
held  in  local  churches.)  1  don't  remember  too 
much  about  the  conference,  but  I  do  remember 
that  Mr.  Fox  drove  me  there  and  back.  Isn't  it 
funny  what  one  recalls:  Mr.  Fox  tried  to  save 
gas  by  putting  in  the  clutch  on  his  Chevy  and 
coasting  down  all  the  hills. 

Annual  conference  sometimes  becomes 
the  occasion  for  great  eloquence  and  seeming 
import.  In  this  week's  lesson,  however,  Paul 
insists  that  there  is  something  better  than  "lofty 
words  or  human  wisdom"  (2:1).  It  is  God's 
wisdom  (2:7).  God's  wisdom  is  a  mystery  (2:7). 
God's  wisdom  is  not  something  we  figure  out; 
it  is  revealed  (2:10).  How  has  it  been  revealed? 
"We  have  the  mind  of  Christ."  (2:16) 

Do  you  remember  back  a  few  years  when 
there  was  much  conversation  ("conversation" 
is  a  nice  way  of  saying  "much  yelling  and 
screaming")  about  those  who  were  alleged  to 
worship  Sophia?  Take  note  that  in  1  Corinthians 
2:7,  when  Paul  lifts  up  the  wisdom  of  God  as 
the  measurement  of  what  is  important,  the  New 
Testament  word  used  for  "wisdom"  is  sophia: 
"the  sophia  of  God." 

God's  wisdom  is  made  known  in  Jesus  Christ 
(2:16).  After  posing  the  question  first  asked  in 
Isaiah  40:13  ("For  who  has  known  the  mind  of 
the  Lord..."),  Paul  answers  that  we  have  such 
wisdom  in  the  mind  of  Christ. 

Annual  conference  then  remains  on  task  as 
long  as  the  focal  lens  is  Jesus  Christ.  When  we 
lapse  into  human-made  boundaries  or  when  we 
enjoy  hearing  ourselves  too  much,  we  are  liable 
to  slip  into  the  very  human  wisdom  which  Paul 
says  will  fail  (2:6).  As  one  of  the  ancient  prayers 
of  the  Church  says,  "Good  Lord,  deliver  us!" 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Early 
American  Methodism  (Indiana  University  Press), 
Russell  Richey  has  written:  "In  the  annual 
conference. ..in  early  Methodism,  spirituality 
and  business  lay  side  by  side.  Indeed  to  shift  the 
image,  they  could  be  the  two  sides  of  one  coin. 
Hearing  the  testimony  of  the  persons  at  the 
various  stages  of  candidacy.. .was  administration 
that  could  be  inspiring,  instructive,  renewing, 
and  certainly  community  building." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  covenant,  God  of  the 
community,  You  call  Your  people  to  confer  with 
one  another  in  seeking  Your  will..." 


June  18.  2006 


Text:  1  Corinthians  3:1-15 
"Servants  Together" 

Paul  cannot  let  go  of  it,  can  he?  After 
chastising  the  Corinthians  for  their  divisions 
(1:11-13)  caused  by  inappropriate  loyalties 
to  various  Church  leaders,  the  apostle  comes 
swinging  again.  In  3:3-4,  he  names  names  once 
more:  "For  when  one  says,  'I  belong  to  Paul,' 
and  another  'I  belong  to  Apollos,'  are  you  not 
merely  human?"  (At  the  end  of  the  chapter, 
beyond  the  assigned  text,  he  is  still  at  it!) 

Perhaps  United  Methodist  congregations 
can  grasp  more  quickly  than  some  when  Paul 
writes  of  how  one  leader  builds  on  the  work  of 
another.  Having  pastors  move  fairly  frequently 
makes  that  rather  clear.  But  finally,  Paul  argues 
that  it  is  not  Pastor  A  (wonderful  preacher)  nor 
Pastor  B  (splendid  pastor)  nor  Pastor  C  (great 
administrator)  nor  Pastor  D  (superb  golfer)  who 
brings  about  the  growth.  God  gives  the  growth. 
(3:6-7).  The  King  James  Version  translates 
"God  giveth  the  increase."  J.  B.  Phillips  says, 
"God  makes  the  seed  to  grow."  (1  like  that;  even 
the  best  leader  has  only  dealt  with  ordinary  tasks 
such  as  planting  tiny  seeds  and  sprinkling  some 
water. ) 

For  3:6-7,  Santa  Biblia  uses  the  Spanish  word 
"crecer"  which  can  mean  "grow"  or  "rise."  That 
term  creates  this  wonderful  image  of  a  green 
plant  rising  out  of  the  ground.  That's  not  a  bad 
image  for  eastern  North  Carolina  in  June! 

In  3:10,  Paul  shifts  from  a  farming  figure  of 
speech  to  an  architectural  figure  of  speech.  But 
now  he  has  upped  the  ante.  He  did  not  specif}' 
what  kind  of  seed  is  planted,  but  he  has  made  it 
abundantly  clear  that  not  just  any  old  foundation 
will  do  for  the  builder.  A  faulty  foundation  will 
lead  to  a  shaky  building,  no  matter  how  well  the 
other  builders  add  to  it.  (Have  you  heard  the  ads 
for  those  companies  who  come  in  and  jack  up  a 
house  to  stabilize  a  building  whose  foundation 
is  cracked  or  uncertain?  Paul  would  be  a  good 
employee  for  those  companies!) 

The  foundation  for  God's  work  is  Jesus 
Christ  (3:11).  The  New  Testament  word  for 
"foundation"  has  its  root  in  a  word  which  can 
mean  "utterly  prostrate."  Is  not  that  what  God 
can  build  upon — when  we  are  prostrate  in 
obedience  to  Jesus  Christ? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Keep 
in  mind  that  nothing  is  right  in  a  building 
unless  its  foundation  is  right  as  you  read  this 
statement  from  Witold  Rybczynski  {The  Look 
of  Architecture,  Oxford  University  Press):  "... 
Architecture  has. ..three  distinct  purposes:  to 
shelter  human  activity.. .to  durably  challenge 
gravity  and  the  elements. ..and  to  be  an  object 
of  beauty." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  foundation 
upon  which  any  life  with  meaning  must  be  built, 
we  confess  that  we  have  tried  the  gilt  and  the 
gold  of  our  own  creations.  They  fail.  Tear  away 
the  shoddy  substitute  and  by  the  Spirit's  power 
bring  your  foundation  of  love  and  peace  and 
justice,  your  foundation  of  saving  grace- 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

June  25.  2006 

Text:  1  Corinthians  4:1-13 
"'Servants  in  Ministry" 

In  case  the  Corinthians  had  forgotten  how  far  off 
the  mark  they  were  in  choosing  up  sides  (Apollos, 
Cephas,  Paul ).  the  apostle  floats  again  the  two  names 
which  seem  most  in  contention  for  the  hearts  of  the 
church  in  Corinth:  Apollos  and  Paul  (4:4:6).  Paul  has 
seen  himself  (and  probably  Apollos)  as  "stewards  of 
God's  mysteries."  (4: 1 ) 

A  steward  is  someone  who  manages  something 
which  belongs  to  someone  else.  The  English  word 
goes  back  to  the  old  manor  days  in  England;  the  one 
who  took  care  of  things  for  the  lord  of  the  manor  was 
called  a  steward. 

Those  who  are  in  ministry  —  and  which  Christian  is 
not? — do  well  to  remember  that  the  work  of  ministry 
is  stewardship  of  something  which  is  really  God's. 
Think  about  it.  If  i  were  watching  your  dog  while  you 
were  out-of-town.  I'd  want  to  know  how  much  you 
want  me  to  feed  the  dog,  when  you  want  me  to  take  the 
dog  for  a  walk,  and  the  name  of  the  v  et  in  case  the  dog 
gets  sick.  Mercy!  If  we  are  that  careful  about  a  dog 
which  belongs  to  someone  else,  how  careful  should 
we  be  about  a  mystery  which  belongs  to  God! 

The  gospel  is  not  ours  to  shape  to  our  own  whims 
and  desires.  We  are  only  minding  the  store;  all  the 
goods  belong  to  God.  The  gospel  is  not  ours  to 
ignore  or  obey  according  to  how  we  feel  on  a  given 
day.  Stewards  do  not  own  that  for  which  they  are 
responsible! 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  sometimes  called  "the 
mysteries  of  God.'"  Some  students  of  the  Bible  even 
think  Paul  is  writing  the  Corinthians  about  Holy- 
Communion.  When  the  invitation  is  given  to  the 
Table,  many  pastors  w  ill  make  a  point  of  say  ing  "This 
Table  does  not  belong  to  us;  it  belongs  to  Christ;  it  is 
He  who  invites  to  this  Table."  The  presiding  pastor  is 
only  a  steward  of  something  which  belongs  to  Christ. 

Because  we  are  stewards  and  not  owners,  we  are 
not  in  the  Christian  business  of  trying  to  please  people 
(4:3-4).  Paul  has  said  enough  in  this  Corinthian  letter 
about  avoiding  division  that  we  know  better  that 
deliberately  to  set  out  to  antagonize,  but  when  push 
comes  to  shove,  it  is  God's  judgment  that  matters. 
The  steward  seeks  to  please  the  owner  and  not  other 
stewards! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Wolffian 
Pannenberg's,  Anthropology  in  Theological  Perspective 
(Westminster  Press),  the  German  theologian  has 
explored  stewardship  in  this  way:  "Human  beings 
are  to  rule  over  the  world  in  a  spirit  of  responsibility 
to  the  Father.  It  is  impossible  to  argue  for  the  right 
of  limitless  exploitation  of  nature  for  whatever  ends 
human  beings  may  arbitrarily  choose.," 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your  prayer 
beain:  "Yours,  O  God,  it  is  Yours..." 
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The  Rev.  Amy  Gregory  of  East  Avenue  United  Methodist  Church,  Norwalk,  Conn., 
visits  with  village  children  in  Gubin,  Bosnia,  during  a  2004  mission  trip  A  UMNS 
file  photo  by  Pat  McNichols 


United  Methodist  volunteers  mix  concrete  for  living  quarters  and  a  barn  in  Gubin. 
Bosnia.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Bill  PhUlips 


UMCOR  wraps  up  13  years  of  work  in  Bosnia,  Herzegovina 


By  Linda  Bloom  * 

(UMNS)  -  After  the  16th-century  bridge 
in  Mostar  was  destroyed  by  Croatians 
during  the  war  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
oversaw  construction  of  a  temporary 
footbridge  to  reconnect  the  two  sides  of  the 
devastated  city. 

The  bridge  -  a  symbol  of  reunification 
and  healing  between  Bosnian  Croatians 
and  Muslims  -  has  since  been  rebuilt  and 
UMCOR,  after  1 3  years  in  the  country,  has 
officially  closed  its  project  there. 

Bishop  Edward  Paup.  UMCOR's 
president,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  chief 
executive,  toured  some  of  the  work  areas 
and  took  part  in  closing  ceremonies  there 
in  mid- January. 

United  Methodists  will  continue  to  be 
involved  in  the  region  through  volunteer 
teams  and  financial  support  for  projects, 
such  as  the  youth  houses. 

The  horror  of  a  war  that  included  ethnic 
cleansing  was  all  too  evident  to  Paup  when 
they  visited  a  cemetery  "that  contains  the 
bodies  of  thousands  of  Muslim  men  and 
boys  massacred  by  the  Serbs,"  he  told 
UMCOR  directors  during  their  April  4 
meeting.  The  bodies  were  being  identified 
and  reburied,  and  the  cemetery  is  now 
considered  a  "sacred  space,"  he  added. 

The  three-year  war  ended  with  the  Dayton 
peace  accords  in  1995,  which  divided  the 
Balkan  country  into  a  Muslim-Croatian 
federation  and  a  separate  Serb  republic. 

Over    the    years,    UMCOR  donors, 


representing  both  church  and  government 
sources,  funded  programs  costing  $133 
million  to  help  restore  households  and 
rebuild  communities  in  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina. 

"The  effort  of  UMCOR  is  not  only 
about  assisting  individuals,  but  also  trying 
to  provide  communities  that  work,"  Paup 
said. 

100.000  people  benefited 

Work  began  in  Zenica.  and  the  office 
there  became  the  agency's  first  permanent 
in-country  operational  office  outside  the 
United  Stales.  Activities  included  the 
distribution  of  hygiene  kits  and  blankets  and 
the  creation  of  small-scale  rehabilitation 
projects.  After  the  Dayton  agreement, 
UMCOR  shifted  its  focus  to  helping 
displaced  people  return  home. 

"Returning  people  to  a  home 
without  holistic  support  was  seen  as 
counterproductive,"  noted  the  2006  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovi  na  Final  Report.  "So  UMCOR 
support  for  returnees  began  with  housing 
unit  and  infrastructure  reconstruction 
but  moved  on  to  income-generation 
assistance  to  improve  sustainability 
prospects  for  beneficiaries.  Community 
development  focused  on  peace  building 
and  reconciliation,  youth  and  strengthening 
the  viability  of  civil  society." 

In  total,  UMCOR  staff  designed  and 
managed  1 40  different  programs,  benefiting 
both  individuals  and  communities.  An 
estimated  100,000  people  benefited  from 
those  programs. 

For    example,    Sakib    and  Jasmina 


Maljisevoc  and  their  two  children  were 
among  the  minority  population  returning 
to  the  village  of  Hrastovac.  Sakib  received 
a  grant  for  one  milking  cow  and  10  sheep, 
and  the  family  was  selected  for  housing 
reconstruction  assistance.  The  family 
repaid  their  grant  by  giving  a  4-month-old 
calf  to  another  family  and  also  gained  an 
additional  10  lambs  and  a  new  house. 

Grants  also  went  to  micro-credit 
organizations  serving  vulnerable 
households  in  the  poorest  communities  and 
to  associations  and  cooperatives  involved 
in  group  efforts  at  income  production. 

A  place  for  healing 

Youth  houses  -  designed  to  help  protect 
children,  provide  a  healthy  environment 
and  increase  the  engagement  of  youth  in 
community  life  -  have  been  an  important 
part  of  UMCOR's  work  in  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina. 

In  Gornji  Vakuf-UJskopolje,  the  youth 
house  helped  heal  a  community  where  the 
Bosnian  Muslim  and  Bosnian  Catholic 
communities  had  fought  each  other  across 
the  town  center  for  two  years.  In  2003,  the 
thriving  center  negotiated  a  33-year  free 
lease  from  the  municipality. 

That  youth  house  will  host  future  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission,  who  have 
worked  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  since 
1996  on  a  diverse  range  of  projects. 

For  the  last  three  years,  UMCOR  has 
focused  on  improving  the  sustainability  of 
civil  society  organizations  "by  developing 
their  capacity  to  raise  funds  domestically 
rather  than  rely  on  external  or  international 
support." 


Major  donors  to  UMCOR's  programs 
over  13  years  were  the  United  Nations 
High  Commissioner  for  Refugees,  Royal 
Netherlands  Government,  U.S.  Agency 
for  International  Development,  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  U.S.  Bureau 
of  Population,  Refugees  and  Migration, 
Action  by  Churches  Together  International/ 
World  Council  of  Churches,  UMCOR  and 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Office  of  U.S.  Foreign  Disaster 
Assistance/Canadian  Military  Disaster 
Assistance  Response  Team  and  Hilfswerk 
der  Evangelischen  Kirchen  der  Schweiz. 

Other  donors  included  the  Swiss 
government,  Interchurch  Organization  for 
Development  Co-operation,  United  States 
Institute  of  Peace,  Christian  Aid,  Methodist 
Relief  and  Development  Fund,  Conference 
des  Eglises  and  the  United  Nations 
Development  Programme. 

Donations  to  support  the  youth  houses 
can  be  designated  to  UMCOR  Advance 
No.  333640  and  mailed  to  UMCOR.  P.O. 
Box  9068,  New  York,  NY  10087.  Credit- 
card  donations  can  be  made  by  calling 
(800)  554-8583. 

*  Linda  Bloom  is  a  United  Methodist 
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Classifieds 


)R  RENT:  Nice,  fully  furnished 
ytment  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  -  two 
rooms,  cable  tv.  $40/night,  3  night 
imum.  1  night  deposit.  Call  828-456- 
46. 

1ERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
1  Christian  families.  Second  row.  sleeps 

it  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
jj;hs,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets.  $850 

week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special 


arrangements  for  youth  groups  up  to  20. 
Tommy  and  Jean  Tunslall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934-4401 

PART-TIME  CHILDREN'S  Director 
and  part-time  Youth  Director  positions 
open.  Start  date,  7/1/06.  Apply  with 
references  to  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  3002  Hope  Valley  Rd.,  Durham, 
NC  27707  f:91 9-490-2952.  Salary 
negotiable. 


Births 


VRDEN,  Hannah  Johnston  was  bom 
John  (BU:  Center)  and  Nancy  (RA:  St. 
^ancis  associate)  Varden  on  April  3. 
3LEMAN,  Zan  Wesley,  son  of  Justin 
U:  University  associate)  and  Chaka 
>leman  was  born  April  4. 


LANGLANDS,  Ave  Reese  was  born 
April  7  to  Bryan  (SA:  St.  Luke  associate) 
and  Amanda  Langlands. 
SEVERT:  Spencer  Jackson  and  Skylar 
Brooks  were  born  to  Jeff  (NB:  New  Song) 
and  Monica  Severt  on  April  8. 


Deaths 


ROTWELL,  Helen  Gray  (DU:  retired) 
ed  Sunday,  April  9.  A  memorial  service 
as  held  Friday,  April  14  at  Wenona 
nited  Methodist  Church  in  Cordele,  GA. 
RODIE.  Helen,  widow  of  the  Rev. 
ewart  Brodie  died  April  10.  A  memorial 
rvice  was  held  April  12  at  Summerfield 
MC  in  Summerfield  NC  (near 
reensboro)  and  on  April  1 3  at  Bethlehem 
MC  in  Warren  County. 
YR,  Ronald  (GR:  Extension  Ministry) 
ed  April  1 1 .  A  memorial  service  was  to 
I  held  April  22  at  Queen  Street  UMC  in 


Kinston. 

LANCASTER,  JR.,  James  R.,  (FA: 
retired)  died  April  14.  A  celebration  of  his 
life  was  held  April  1 7  in  Fayetteville. 
SHIVER,  Mary  P.,  widow  of  the  Rev. 
James  Henry  Shiver,  died  April  16.  The 
funeral  was  held  April  20  in  Burgaw. 
North  Carolina. 

MOSER,  Kurlee,  wife  of  the  Rev.  R. 
E.  Lee  Moser  (BU  -  retired)  died  April 
17.  Services  were  held  April  20  at  Davis 
Street  UMC  in  Burlington. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


o  The  Editor: 

Should  church  growth  be  based  on 
larketing  skills  and  have  nothing  to 
with  Christian  Discipleship?  Should 
lurch  leadership  be  based  on  "secular" 
lanagement  techniques?  Is  the  secular 
/stem  having  more  impact  on  church  life 
an  it  should? 

These  questions  come  to  mind  following 
testrongendorsementby  United  Methodist 
iergy  of  Jim  Collins  on  leadership  (From 
iood  To  Great). 

Jim  Collins  writes  that  "The  executives 
/ho  ignited  the  transformations  from  good 
3  great  did  not  first  figure  out  where  to 
rive  the  bus  and  then  get  people  to  take 
:  there."  No,  they  first  got  the  right  people 
n  the  bus  (and  the  wrong  people  off  the 
us)  and  then  figured  out  where  to  drive  it. 
■"ollins  goes  on  to  say  a  company  does  not 
eed  passion  or  respect  for  its  customers  to 
econie  enduring  and  great.  How  does  this 


impact  the  appointment  process? 

In  his  earlier  book  Built  to  Last.  Collins 
states:  "...core  values  are  essential  for 
enduring  greatness,  but  it  doesn't  seem  to 
matter  what  those  core  values  are."  The 
point  is  not  what  core  values  you  have, 
but  that  you  have  them,  know  your  core 
values,  and  that  you  build  them  into  the 
organization.  Does  it  not  matter  what  the 
core  values  are?  Are  the  Biblical  teaching 
on  core  values  not  important?  What  about 
the  teachings  about  the  "woman  at  the 
well"  or  "being  transformed  in  Christ  and 
not  conformed  in  the  world?"' 

I  believe  we  can  learn  from  many 
disciplines  and  sources.  We  can  adapt 
concepts  from  different  disciplines  to  our 
belief  system  as  long  as  the  foreign  concept 
is  transformed;  not  our  belief  system. 

The  Reverend  Jimmie  R.  Tatum 
Chestnut  Street  UMC 


5/5-5/6 
6 


5/8-5/11 
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Conference  Calendar 

Compiled  from  the  Conference  Calendar  as  listed  on  www.nccumc.org 
MAY  2006 


Clergy  "Integrity  in  Ministry"  Sexual  Ethics  event  for  Burlington, 
Durham,  Raleigh  Districts  -  Aldersgate  UMC,  Durham  (all  day  event) 
Clergy  "Integrity  in  Ministry"  Sexual  Ethics  event  for  Fayetteville, 
Rockingham,  Sanford  Districts  -  Jonesboro  UMC,  Sanford  (all  day 
event) 

5/4-5/7  National  Assembly,  Anaheim  California 
National  Day  of  Prayer 
MERCl  Early  Response  Training 

MERCI  Day;  10AM-2PM  at  the  MERCI  warehouse,  All  invited. 
Sensitivity  Training  for  Burlington,  Durham,  Raleigh,  Sanford 
districts  at  Gamer  UMC  in  Gamer,  10AM-3PM 
Colleague  Forum 

Goldsboro  District  Pastors  meeting;  Eureka  United  Methodist 
Church;  10AM 

Festival  of  the  Christian  Home 
Mother's  Day 

United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  Sunday  (to  be  observed  w/ 
special  offering  as  directed  by  the  General  Conference) 
Sensitivity  Training  for  Elizabeth  City,  Greenville,  New  Bern,  Rocky 
Mount  districts  at  St.  James  UMC,  Greenville;  10AM-3PM 
Heritage  Sunday  (to  be  observed  w/o  special  offering.  Most  are 
directed  by  the  General  Conference) 
Wilmington  District  Annual  Conference  Briefing  Session; 
Rieglewood:  Wesley;  3PM 

Older  Adult  Day  Apart:  Connecting  Through  the  Ages;  West  Market 
Street  UMC,  Greensboro,  NC;  10AM-3PM 
Aldersgate  Day 

Training  for  Laity  &  Clergy  working  in  Older  Adult  Ministry;  West 

Market  Street  UMC,  Greensboro,  NC  10AM-3PM 

Older  Adult  Day  Apart:  Connecting  Through  the  Ages;  West  Market 

Street  UMC,  Greensboro,  NC,  10AM-3PM 

Rockingham  District  Annual  Conference  Briefing  Session;  First 

Laurinburg;  4PM 

Memorial  Day  (UMB  closed) 


14 


20 


21 


23 


24 


25 


28 


29 


JUNE.  2006 


4 
11 


6/14-6/17 
18 

6/19-6/24 
20 

6/24-7/01 
6/27-6/30 
Durham 
6/28-07/02 


Sexual  Ethics  Training  Event;  Westover  UMC;  Raleigh,  9:30AM  - 

4:30AM 

Pentecost 

Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  (to  be  observed  w/  special  offering  as 
directed  by  the  General  Conference) 
Trinity  Sunday 

Annual  Conference,  Greenville  Convention  Center,  Greenville,  NC 
Father's  Day 

Summer  Breakaway  for  Youth 

Children's  March  on  the  State  Capitol;  1PM 

Appalachian  Trail  Hike 

SEJ  Historical  Society  Annual  Meeting;  Duke  Divinity  School; 
Harambee  Youth  Event 


°  2-  w 


3 

0Q 


CD 


rv  cn 


n 
O 


■ 


■^4 
Ch 
CO  -* 


H 

n 


3  ro 
S  ^ 

^  o 

o  ^ 

Irs;! 

K7  > 


< 
o 

n 

<-»- 
ro 


3 

S.  o 

CO  3 


l-J  - 

o 
a 

n" 


ORGANIZED  BY 
THE 


NORTH 
CAROLINA 
CCHNflFtElNCE 
Board  of  Laity 


2006  LAITY  EVENT 

Friday,  June  1 6,  2006 
7:30pm,  Greenville  Convention  Center 


FEATURED  SPEAKER: 

BENJAMIN  ZANDER 

conductor,  teacher,  speaker,  co-author 
of  the  book  The  Art  of  Possibility 


Visit  www.benjaminzarYder.com 





Benjamin  Zander  is  the  conductor  of  The  Boston  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  a  teacher  of  thousands 
of  musicians  and  a  speaker  on  leadership  to  organizations  ail  over  the  world.  Mr.  Zander  has  been 
profiled  on  "60  Minutes,"  the  BBC,  The  Wait  Street  Journal,  The  Sunday  Times  of  London,  and  The 
New  York  Times,  He  was  the  recipient  of  the  United  Nations  "Caring  Citizen  of  the  Humanities" 

award  in  2002. 


A  METAPHOR  FOR  LEADERSHIP 

Benjamin  Zander's  presentation  takes  an  audience  on  a  journey  that  offers  a  startling  new 
perspective  on  leadership.  Through  stories*  music  and  concepts,  it  causes  a  radical  shift  m 
perception.  This  is  not  a  speech,  it  is  an  experience!  In  this  new  model  of  leadership,  the  con 
doctor  sees  his  job  as  awakening  possibility  in  others.  The  orchestra  is  a  group  of  highly  trained 
individuals  poised  to  coalesce  into  an  effective  whole.  Passion,  creativity  and  the  desire  to 
contribute  are  basic  human  instincts  to  be  released.  World  famous  conductor,  Benjamin  Zander 
uses  the  metaphor  of  the  orchestra  and  a  life  time  of  experience  conducting,  coaching  and 
teaching  musicians  to  work  to  overcome  barriers.  His  dynamic  presentation  win  motivate  and 

si  spirt'.. 


This  event  is  open  to  lay  members  to  Annual  Conference,  local 
church  leadership  teams,  and  all  clergy. 

For  more  information  about  the  2006  Annual  Conference,  go  to 

http://www.nccumc.org 
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June,  2006 


inances,  insurance,  structure  on 
genda  for  131  st  Annual  Conference 


Meeting  in  Greenville  is  first 
outside  Fayettville  in  more 
than  30  years 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

"Walking  is  the  light  of  God"  is  the 
theme  of  the  131s'  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  meeting  Wednesday-Saturday, 
June  14-17,  in  the  Greenville  Convention 
Center.  This  will  be  the  first  annual 
conference  held  outside  of  Fayetteville  in 
more  than  30  years. 

Approximately  1650  members,  divided 
equally  between  clergy  and  lay  members, 
will  celebrate  the  50"'  anniversary  of 
the  ordination  of  women  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  and  discuss  and  take 
action  on  financial  and  insurance  matters, 
an  adjustment  to  the  conference  governing 
structure,  and  16  resolutions. 

The  conference  begins  at  10  am  on 
Wednesday,  June  14,  with  executive 
sessions  for  clergy  and  for  laity.  The 
plenary  session  opens  at  1:30  pm  with  the 
Service  of  Worship  and  Holy  Communion. 
Morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  sessions 
will  be  held  until  the  conference  closes 
following  the  announcement  of  clergy 
pastoral  appointments  around  12  noon  on 
Saturday,  June  17. 

Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr., 
resident  bishop  of  the  NC  Conference,  will 
preside.  Bishop  James  R.  King,  Jr.  from 
the  Kentucky  and  Red  Bird  Missionary 
conferences,  will  be  the  conference 
preacher.  Bishop  Carlton  P.  Minnick,  who 
served  as  bishop  of  the  NC  Conference 
1984-96  and  a  noted  Bible  teacher,  will 
lead  the  morning  Bible  studies. 

Benjamin  Zander,  conductor  of  The 
Boston  Philharmonic  Orchestra,  author  of 
"The  Art  of  Possibility,  and  a  speaker  on 


leadership  to  organizations  in  and  outside 
the  United  States,  will  give  a  presentation 
on  a  new  perspective  on  leadership.  His 
presentation  will  be  during  the  Friday 
evening  Laity  Leadership  Event. 

Wednesday  evening  will  be  the  Service 
of  Commissioning  and  Ordination  and 
Thursday  evening  will  be  a  celebration  of 
higher  education  and  campus  ministry. 

An  Order  of  the  Day  at  10  am  on 
Thursday  will  be  a  celebration  of  the  50Ul 
Anniversary  of  Women's  Full  Ordination 
in  the  UMC.  Included  in  the  celebration 
will  be  a  history  of  the  first  women  ordained 
in  the  conference  in  1975,  the  first  district 
superintendent,  first  African  American, 
Native  American,  Asian,  Latino,  and  the 
first  woman  from  the  NC  Conference 
elected  a  United  Methodist  Church  bishop. 

The  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministry  Celebration  will  begin  at  7:30  pm 
on  Thursday. 

Two  Orders  of  the  Day  are  scheduled 
for  Friday.  The  All  Saints  Celebration  - 
Memorial  Service  will  begin  at  10:45  am 
and  the  Celebration  of  the  Laity,  including 
presentation  of  the  Lay  Ministries  of  the 
Year,  will  begin  at  4  pm.  The  Love  Feast 
will  be  held  at  8  am  on  Saturday  morning. 

The  Rev.  Eldrick  Davis,  pastor  of  Harry 
Hosier,  will  deliver  the  Memorial  Service 
sermon.  The  Rev.  Tom  Holtsclaw,  retired 
elder,  will  preside  during  the  Saturday 
Love  Feast. 

(continued  on  page  two) 


Conference  on  Internet 

Conference  proceedings 
will  be  video  streamed  on 
the  Internet.  Go  to  www. 
nccumc.org  and  follow  the 
instructions. 


BISHOP  AL  GWINN 


BISHOP  JAMES  KING  JR. 


BISHOP  C.P.  MINNICK 
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UMM  will  sponsor  Potato  Drop  during  Annual  Confereno 


By  Barry  Merrill  * 

Men,  women  and  youth  of  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  are  asked  to 
take  a  few  minutes  to  help  feed  the  hungry 
during  the  Saturday  morning  of  Annual 
Conference  in  Greenville  by  helping  bag 
some  sweet  potatoes. 


United  Methodist  Men  of  the  conference 
will  be  sponsoring  a  Potato  Drop  at  Annual 
Conference  again  this  year.  The  Potato 
Drop  will  begin  at  7  a.m.  on  Saturday  with 
donuts,  coffee  and  orange  juice  for  early 
risers. 

Some  40,000  lbs.  of  sweet  potatoes 
will  be  dumped  in  the  grassy  area  behind 


Sweet  potatoes  are  placed  in  a  bag  at  Swansboro  UMC  for  distribution  to  feed  the 
hungry.  A  similar  procedure  will  used  at  annual  conference  behind  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center. 


the  Greenville  Convention  Center.  One 
hundred  volunteers  will  be  culling  through 
the  potatoes,  removing  those  which  have 
spoiled,  and  bagging  potatoes  in  ten  pound 
bags  for  distribution  to  food  banks  and 
other  feeding  projects  across  eastern  North 
Carolina.  If  you  have  a  feeding  project  in 
your  area,  you  are  invited  to  load  up  some 
potatoes  for  distribution. 

The  Potato  Drop  is  presented  in 
cooperation  with  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew, 
which  has  gleaning  projects  across  the 
state.  The  society  has  called  on  farmers  to 
donate  produce  which  is  unmarketable  but 
is  still  very  nutritious,  and  has  successfully 
distributed  tons  of  potatoes,  strawberries 
and  many  other  products,  gleaned  from 
their  fields.  Remarkably,  they  have  been 
able  to  provide  millions  of  meals  to  the 
hungry  for  lc  a  meal. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has  been 
a  primary  ministry  supported  by  United 
Methodist  Men  for  many  years,  and  this 
marks  the  fifth  time  the  NC  Conference 
UMM  have  sponsored  a  Potato  Drop  at 
Annual  Conference.  Many  individual 
UMM  fellowships  donate  annually  to  the 


^Finances,  insurance  structure  on  agenda. 


(continued  from  page  one) 
FINANCIAL 

A  conference  budget,  to  be  raised  in 
2007  for  use  in  2008.  will  be  presented 
on  Wednesday.  A  vote  will  be  taken 
on  Saturday.  Totaling  $19,126,670,  the 
proposed  budget  is  a  2.88%  increase  or 
$536,231  over  the  amount  adopted  at 
the  2005  conference  for  the  2007  annual 
budget. 

The  Insurance  Committee  will 
recommend  no  increase  in  premiums  for 
health  insurance  coverage  for  the  "active" 
plan  and  a  9%  increase  to  total  $362.62 
per  month  for  the  Medicare  Companion 
Plan.  The  committee  will  also  recommend 
that  all  full-time  appointed  clergy  must  be 
covered  by  the  conference  health  insurance 
plan  by  January  2008. 

Under  the  proposed  2007  "active"  plan 
health  rates,  the  local  church  portion 
payment  will  be  $918.02  per  month.  Not 
all  full-time  appointed  clergy,  by  their 
choice,  are  covered  by  the  conference  plan. 
Upon  adoption  of  the  mandatory  insurance 
coverage  proposal,  in  2008  all  churches 
with  full-time  appointed  clergy  must  pay 
the  church  portion  whether  the  pastor 
participates  in  the  plan  or  not. 

The  Board  of  trustees  will  propose  a  new 
way  to  meet  property  insurance  coverage 
needs  for  local  churches,  especially  those 


in  coastal  areas  where  there  are  very  high 
rates  if  coverage  is  even  available  at  all. 

Under  this  proposal,  the  NC  Conference 
will  join  about  16  other  annual  conference 
and  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  in  the  Property  and 
Casualty  Trust  (PACT).  The  PACT  is  a 
group  formed  to  pool  resources  and  share 
risk  for  property  and  casualty  coverages. 
The  fee  to  join  is  called  a  capitalization  fee 
and  equals  20%  of  the  first  year's  premium. 
These  capitalization  fees  are  used  to  fund 
the  reserve  requirements  of  an  insurance 
company. 

Based  on  the  percentage  change  in 
minimum  salary  for  full  time  pastors,  the 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
will  recommend  that  the  salary  for  district 
superintendents  be  increased  by  4.4%  or 
$1,579. 

OTHER  ITEMS 

Four  offerings  will  be  taken  during 
the  conference:  Opening  Worship  on 
Wednesday  morning  for  the  SEJ  Lake 
Junaluska  Dam  Repair  Project;  Thursday 
morning  Bible  Study  for  ZOE  Ministries; 
Thursday  evening  celebration  for  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry;  and 
Friday  evening  Laity  Event  for  Project 
AGAPE  and  the  Peru  Covenant. 

Adoption  of  a  conference  budget  is 


scheduled  for  Saturday  morning,  followed 
by  action  on  nominations  for  various 
conference  offices,  and  action  on  proposed 
changes  to  the  conference  structure  which 
are  designed  to  bring  programming  and 
money  to  the  same  table. 

The  conference  will  conclude  following 
the  announcement  by  Bishop  Gwinn 
of  the  pastoral  assignments,  beginning 
July  1.  Assignments  are  effective  for  12 
months  and,  at  the  discretion  of  the  bishop 
and  cabinet,  can  be  extended  at  the  same 
location  or  another  location. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  and  Advocate  editor. 


society,  and  individual  men  suppor' 
Meals  for  Millions  program. 

While  the  primary  focus  of  the 
is  to  make  a  difference  for  the  hun 
eastern  North  Carolina  with  these  po 
information  will  be  available  at  the 
on  how  individual  churches  and 
fellowships  can  become  a  significan 
of  this  ministry.  NC  Executive  Diretffc 
the  society,  Rev.  Julia  Webb-Bowde: 
Dianne  Bittikofer,  Gleaning  Coord 
will  be  on  hand  to  answer  questions. 


*  Barry  Merrill  is  conference  pre\.  . 
of  United  Methodist  Men. 
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NC  Wesleyan  could  become  UNC  at  Rocky  Mount 


itidy  bill  introduced  in 
?C  House  and  Senate 


JjjCould  North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College 
Rocky  Mount  become  part  of  the 
niversity  of  North  Carolina  system? 
The  idea  has  been  discussed  before  but 
4>t  at  this  level,  the  Rocky  Mount  Evening 
:legram  reported  in  its  May  12  edition. 
"This  is  not  the  first  time  this  has  been 
ought  up,  but  it's  never  been  taken  up  in 
lis  regard.  Our  entire  board  has  embraced 
lis  idea,"  Dr.  Ian  Newbouid,  NC  Wesleyan 
ollege  president,  is  quoted  as  saying  in 
le  Rocky  Mount  newspaper. 
In  a  statement  on  the  Wesleyan  web  site, 
lewbould  explained  what  led  to  the  current 
iscussion  about  the  possible  change. 

On  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  past 
tree  decades,  there  has  been  discussion 
bout  NC  Wesleyan  being  made  a  part  of 
le  UNC  System,  most  recently  during  the 
990s.  During  the  past  six  months,  there 
as  been  a  concerted  effort  by  civic  leaders 
ifa  Rocky  Mount  and  Nash  and  Edgecombe 
ounties  to  have  the  matter  looked  at  again, 
their  request,  a  study  was  proposed.  The 


Board  of  Trustees  has  consented  to  and 
endorsed  such  a  study,"  Newbouid  said. 

Benefits  to  Wesleyan  by  joining  the 
UNC  system,  as  quoted  in  the  Telegram, 
are  growth  potential,  more  students,  and 
financial  support  of  public  tax  dollars.  The 
newspaper  said  Wesleyan  had  an  operating 
budget  of  $18  million  and  nearly  1800 
students. 

Bills  to  implement  a  study  by  the  UNC 
system  have  been  introduced  in  both  the 
NC  House  and  NC  Senate.  If  approved,  the 
study  is  expected  to  address  the  educational 
needs  of  Eastern  NC,  considering  the 
educational  and  economic  needs  of  the 
area,  changing  demographics,  and  how 
Wesleyan  might  serve  those  needs. 

If  the  bill  passes,  the  study  is  expected  to 
take  place  over  the  coming  months. 

"The  recommendations  (from  the  study) 
could  include  everything  from  Wesleyan 
remaining  as  it  is  and  recognizing  its 
strengths  for  significant  expansion  for  the 
future,  to  accepting  an  invitation  to  become 
part  of  the  UNC  System.  Whatever  comes 
from  the  study,  the  College,  of  course,  will 
determine  its  own  future,"  Newbouid  said 
on  the  college  web  site. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 

and  more 

Cokesbury 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 


NC  Wesleyan  College  entrance 


Youth  spiritual  life  retreat  at  Don  Lee 


Friday,  March  31  through  Sunday,  April 
2  middle  school  youth  and  volunteer 
adult  staff  from  across  eastern  North 
Carolina  gathered  at  Don  Lee  Center  for 
the  annual  Kaleidoscope  retreat  weekend. 
Kaleidoscope  is  an  annual  Conference 
youth  event  for  youth  in  middle  school, 
grades  6-8,  that  is  designed  to  be  a  spiritual 
life  retreat. 

Each  youth  participates  in  a  covenant 
group  over  the  weekend  and  experiences 
four  holy  habits:  worship,  service,  prayer 
and  Bible  study.  In  addition  to  these 
experiences  there  are  times  of  recreation 
and  fellowship.  The  weekend  concludes 
with  a  communion  service  on  Sunday 
morning. 


The  theme  for  Kaleidoscope  2006  was 
(P)Raise  the  Roof!,  using  Psalm  1 50  as  the 
primary  Scripture  text.  The  Bible  story 
of  the  four  friends  carrying  the  paralytic 
to  Jesus  through  the  roof  also  served  as  a 
Scripture  theme  for  the  weekend. 

The  youth  staff  for  Kaleidoscope 
provided  a  puppet  show  with  puppets  from 
the  CampGround  UMC  in  Fayetteville 
puppet  ministry.  The  Rev.  Ed  New  from 
Edenton  St  UMC  in  Raleigh  served  as  the 
preacher  for  the  weekend. 

Information  about  Kaleidoscope  and 
other  Conference  youth  opportunities  may 
be  found  at  the  youth  ministry  website: 
www,  ncc  urn  c  .org/vo  uthmi  n  i  st  ry. 


Youth  worship  through  praise  singing  during  Kaleidoscope 
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The  Da  Vinci  Code,  More  Than  a  Mystery 


Dan  Brown's  best  selling  novel,  "The  Da 
Vinci  Code"  has  sold  more  than  40  million 
copies.  The  movie  version,  starring  Tom 
Hanks,  has  opened  in  theaters  in  every 
neighborhood.  What  is  truth  and  what  is 
imagination  in  this  story  that  has  captured 
and  will  capture  such  a  large  commercial 
audience? 

The  NC  Conference  Media  Center  has 
just  purchased  a  program  on  DVD  for 
individuals  and  small  groups  who  would 
like  to  discuss  questions  that  are  raised  by 
the  book. 

According  to  the  experts  on  the  program 
readers  are  deceived  from  the  very  beginning 
of  the  book  by  the  statement  on  the  inside 
cover.  It  says:  "Fact:  All  descriptions  of 
artwork,  architecture,  documents  and  secret 


I 


rituals  are  accurate."  On  the  DVD,  scholars, 
art  historians,  archeologists  and  authors 
give  evidence  to  the  contrary.  Theologians 
remind  us  what  is  found  in  Scripture  and 
what  is  not. 


If  you  would  like  more  information, 
or  would  like  to  borrow  the  DVD  from 
the  Media  Center,  contact  Laura  Bailey. 
Ilbailev@nccumc.org.  800-849-4433  ext 
264 


More  on  the  Da  Vinci  Code 

Another  opportunity  for  reading  or  discussing  the  phenomenon  of  the  Da 
Vinci  Code  is  an  academic  lecture  by  Dr.  Lloyd  Bailey,  retired  professor  at  Duke 
Divinity  School.  The  author  of  more  than  20  books  and  over  100  articles,  Bailey 
has  been  described  as  one  of  the  best  known  and  trained  Biblical  scholar  in  the 
US.  His  lecture  includes  a  discussion  of  the  use,  or  misuse,  of  ancient  and  modern 
documents.  To  receive  a  copy,  send  a  request  to  Llovdffiduke.edu. 


Members  of  the  Chestnut  Street  UMC  youth  group  gleaned  produce  for  the  hungry  as  part  of  participating  in  World  Vision's 
30-Hour  Famine. 

Chestnut  Street  youth  raise  money  for  30-hour  Famine 


*  By  Sarah  Ervin 

Have  you  ever  been  truly  hungry? 

On  April  28-29,  members  of  the  youth 
group  from  Chestnut  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lumberton  were  truly 
hungry.  They  participated  and  raised  money 
for  World  Vision's  30-Hour  Famine. 

World  Vision  is  a  Christian  relief  and 
development  organization  dedicated  to 
helping  children  and  their  communities 
worldwide  reach  their  full  potential  by 
tackling  the  causes  of  poverty. 


The  adventure,  beginning  on  Friday 
afternoon,  included  not  only  eating  no  food 
for  30  hours,  but  wearing  the  same  clothes, 
sleeping  outside  in  49-degree  weather, 
working  in  the  scorching  heat  for  food  to 
be  given  away,  and  picking  up  trash  that 
others  had  left  on  the  roadside. 

During  a  time  of  reflection,  the  group 
concluded  that  being  hungry  was  the  easy 
part  of  the  experience.  The  embarrassment, 
the  harassment,  and  the  judgment  of  others 
was  much  harder  to  endure.  It  helped 
participants  understand  how  others  live  this 


lifestyle  everyday  and  that  it  can  be  easy  for 
Christians  to  look  the  other  way.  Breaking 
the  fast  by  sharing  Holy  Communion 
solidified  the  call  to  reach  out  to  the  lost 
and  forgotten. 

Through  generous  contributions  from 
church  members,  the  group's  goal  of  feeding 
3  children  for  an  entire  year  increased  to  6. 
It  is  an  awesome  feeling  to  be  able  make  a 
difference  in  someone's  life  by  giving  up 
so  little. 

*  Sarah  Ervin  is  youth  director  at 
Chestnut  Street  UMC  in  Lumberton 


THE 


DECEPTION 

Fact  vs.  Fiction:  Your  Guide  to  the  I  ruth 
Assuming  the  Questions  everyone  is  Asking 


Kilburn  named 
director  emeritus 
of  NC  Council 


■ 


r 


: 


Collins  Kilburn,  executive  director  of  I 
NC  Council  of  Churches  for  20  years  pr 
to  his  retirement  in  2000,  has  been  nam 
the  organization's  Executive  Direc 
Emeritus. 

Kilburn's  career  with  the  Council  spann 
a  total  of  30  years,  10  of  that  as  Direc 
of  Social  Ministries,  which  includ; 
representing  the  Council  on  legislatij 
issues. 

"I  feel  very  honored,  humbled,  a  | 
pleased  about  it,"  said  Kilburn.  "I  off  T- 
tell  people  that  I  really  had  the  best  j 
in  the  world  for  those  30  years  becaust 
felt  the  work  of  the  Council  was  so  territ 
important,  and  it  was  a  joy  to  have  t 
satisfaction  of  feeling  you  were  worki 
for  something  that  important." 

Members  of  the  Council's  Executi 
Board  unanimously  approved  the  title  i 
Kilburn,  and  it  was  formally  announc 
to  the  Council's  House  of  Delegates  at 
meeting  in  Chapel  Hill  early  May. 

"As  a  young  Episcopal  priest  in  Weste 
North  Carolina,  I  knew  the  name.  Coll 
Kilburn,  as  the  person  who  was  associat 
with  Christian  unity,  social  justice,  ai 
peace  making,"  said  Michael  Cogsdai 
the  Council's  president.  "In  a  world  fi 
of  conflict  and  brokenness,  the  Counc 
has  always  represented  hope  to  me  as 
Christian.  I  know  that  much  of  what  we 
today  stands  upon  a  foundation  that  Coll 
helped  build." 
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onference  Hispanic/Latino  team  hosts  national  reps 


Cookie  Santiago  * 


A  visit  by  leaders  of  the  National  Plan 
r  Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  to  the  North 
Brolina  Conference  April  28-30  will 
Sip  the  conference  and  the  National  Plan 
Idress  the  spiritual  and  religious  needs  of 
e  fastest  growing  minority  group  in  North 
arolina  and  across  the  US. 
Dr.  Helene  Slessarev-Jamir,  the  Director 
I  Urban  Studies  Program  at  Wheaton 
ollege  and  Donna  Veatch,  MHSA, 
presenting  the  National  Committee 
l  Hispanic/Latino  Ministries,  visited 
ith  persons  in  the  conference  involved 
and/or  relevant  to  the  success  of  The 
nited  Methodist  Church  with  Hispanic/ 
atino  people  during  the  three-day 
:ries  of  meetings,  worship  sen-ices,  and 
)nversations. 

The  first  meeting  on  Friday  morning 
"f/as  attended  by  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  cabinet 
tembers,  and  several  key  conference 
;aders.  An  afternoon  meeting  of  the 
lispanic/Latino  Ministries  Committee  and 
§  le  conference  Hispanic/Latino  pastors  was 
time  for  sharing  past  joys  and  frustrations 
nd  envisioning  the  future. 
A  dinner  was  held  at  Duke  Divinity 
■ 


School  hosted  by  Dean  L.  Greg  Jones  and 
Reverend  Susan  Pendleton  Jones  with  the 
co-directors  of  Field  Education,  Reverend 
Connie  Shelton  and  Reverend  Joey  Shelton. 
This  meeting  forged  the  beginning  of  a 
continuing  relationship  between  Hispanic/ 
Latino  Ministries  and  Duke  Divinity 
School. 

The  National  Plan  seeks  to  work  with 
United  Methodist  seminaries  in  hopes  of 
increased  language/culture-appropriate 
spiritual  and  academic  formation 
opportunities.  Presently,  course  of  study  is 
offered  in  Spanish  at  Perkins  Theological 
Seminary  in  Texas  and  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary  in  Chicago.  The  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  provides 
conferences  a  guide  to  beginning  and 
maintaining  ministry  with  Hispanic/Latino 
people. 

This  visit  helped  the  National  Plan 
for  Hispanic/Latino  Ministry  gain 
insight  and  vision  as  it  prepares  to 
make  recommendations  for  the  next 
quadrennium. 

The  NC  Conference  Hispanic/Latino 
Ministries  team  and  pastors  covet  your 
prayers  for  Hispanic/Latino  ministries. 
To  request  a  consultation  in  Hispanic/ 


Front  (1  to  r)  Rev.  Connie  Shelton,  Helene  Slessarev-Jamir,  and  Donna  Veatch.  Back 
(1  to  r)  Rev.  Joey  Shelton,  Rev.  Susan  Pendleton  Jones,  Dean  Greg  Jones,  Cookie 
Santiago,  Rev.  Rosanna  Panizo-Valladares,  Sadot  Mendez 

Latino  ministry  or  to  request  a  speaker,    you  for  your  support  in  this  important  area 

of  ministry. 

*  Cookie  Santiago  is  conference  director 
of  Hispanic/Latino  Ministries 


call  the  North  Carolina  Conference  office 
at  1-800-849-4433,  ext.  266  or  email 
csantiago@nccumc.org.  The  Hispanic/ 
Latino  leadership  in  this  conference  thank 


:SEJ  history  group  to  meet  at  Duke  Divinity  June  27-30 


iy  Laura  Bailey  * 

| 

<   Dr.  Richard  Heitzenrater,  acknowledged 
4ts  the  major  Wesley  scholar  of  his 
leneration,  will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at 
he  SEJ  Historical  Society  Meeting  to  be 
afaeld  June  27-30.  The  theme  of  the  event  is 
'The  Garber  Era"  and  centers  around  those 
ninistries  that  were  initiated  during  the 
if  ime  that  the  resident  Bishop  of  the  Raleigh 
ikrea-North  Carolina  Conference  was  Paul 
UN.  Garber. 

if  Joining  the  group  of  presenters  will  be  the 
Rev.  Patricia  Thompson,  president  of  the 
li  Historical  Society  of  the  United  Methodist 
I  Church.  Her  book,  "Courageous  Past,  Bold 
oFuture-The  Journey  Toward  Full  Clergy 
Rights  for  Women  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church",  has  been  published  recently. 

2006  is  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  decision 
Ito  accord  full  clergy  rights  to  women  clergy 
it  in  The  Methodist  Church.  Thompson's  talk 
afwill  reflect  on  this  historic  celebration. 

Tim  Pyatt,  Duke  University  archivist, 
iwill  be  leading  the  Heritage  tour  of  the 
«|Divinity  School  and  Chapel  area.  Pyatt  was 
appointed  to  the  position  of  Duke  archivist 
in  2002. 

He  will  guide  the  participants  through  the 
newly  built  Divinity  School  facilities  and 


nearby  features  of  the  campus,  including 
the  Duke  Chapel. 

The  enhancement  of  church  development 
and  growth  through  the  Ten  Dollar  Club, 
first  established  at  the  time  of  Garber,  will 
be  presented  by  Dr.  Stephen  C.  Compton, 
conference  director  of  Congregational 
Development.  The  forward  looking  and 
persistent  effort  of  Bishop  Garber  to 
establish  and  expand  the  opportunities  in 


the  area  of  Higher  Education  will  be  the 
topic  of  the  presentation  by  William  (Bill) 
Billings,  Methodist  College  historian  and 
director  of  Monarch  Press  . 

Opening  devotions  will  be  led  by  Duke 
Divinity  Dean  L.  Gregory  Jones.  The 
closing  worship  service  will  be  led  by  NC 
Conference  Bishop  Al  Gwinn.  Wednesday 
evening's  music  will  be  provided  by  Dr. 
Charles  M.  Smith,  conference  director  of 


Connectional  Ministries. 

The  event's  schedule  includes  a  banquet 
hosted  by  Duke  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  and  an  optional  bus  tour  to  take 
place  for  those  who  wish  to  tour  and  learn 
more  about  other  places  of  historic  interest 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

*  Laura  Bailey,  conference  Media  Center 
librarian  and  representative  to  Archives 
and  History. 


Volunteers  asked  to  pray  for  hurting,  lost  during  AC 


When  people  are  lost  and  hurting  and 
have  nowhere  else  to  turn,  they  can  dial 
a  number  and  request  prayer  24/7  from  a 
caring  individual  on  the  other  end  of  the 
line.  During  Annual  Conference,  the  other 
end  of  that  line  will  be  in  Greenville.  You 
are  invited  to  be  the  prayer  on  the  other  end 
of  that  line. 

From  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Thursday  and 
Friday  of  Annual  Conference,  the  Upper 
Room  Living PrayerCenter  will  bedirecting 
calls  to  their  800  number  to  a  phone  set  up  in 
an  answering  center  behind  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center.  Volunteers,  both  laity 
and  clergy,  are  asked  to  sign  up  for  a  30- 


minute  time  when  they  will  alternate  with 
another  volunteer,  answering  calls  to  the 
prayer  line. 

A15-minute  training  session  on  how 
to  answer  the  line,  along  with  guidelines 
about  how  to  respond  to  specific  types  of 
pray  er  requests,  and  appropriate  Scriptures 
will  be  provided.  There  will  also  be  prayer 
in  preparation  to  answering  the  calls,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  give  us  the  words  to 
respond  to  those  requests. 

"We  are  all  unworthy  to  pray  with 
people,"  says  United  Methodist  Men 
Conference  Prayer  Advocate  Phil  Platter, 
"but  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 


we  can  be  His  Hands  and  Feet,  responding 
to  the  hurting  of  this  world." 

To  sign  up  for  a  30-minute  segment,  you 
are  asked  to  contact  Platter  at  910-270- 
8463  before  Annual  Conference,  or  you  can 
come  by  the  MERCI  motor  home,  which 
will  house  the  call  center,  parked  behind 
the  convention  center  during  Annual 
Conference. 

Many  United  Methodist  Men  fellowships 
annually  support  this  national  ministry 
financially,  some  regularly  answer  the 
line  and  others  continue  praying  for  those 
who  request  prayer.  Information  will  be 
available  at  AC  on  supporting  the  line. 
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1 4  pastors  complete  Conference  Colleague  Forum 


By  Suzanne  Cobb  * 

"If  you  are  looking  for  a  place  where 
your  mind  and  spirit  might  be  stimulated 
in  a  safe  prayer-filled  place.  I  recommend 
the  Colleague  Forum  to  you."  This  is  what 
participants  are  saying  about  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Colleague  Forum. 

A  second  group  of  14  pastors  have  just 
completed  the  NC  Conference  Colleague 
Forum  where  it  gives  pastors  an  opportunity 
to  mutually  covenant  with  one  another  in  a 
time  of  spiritual  growth  and  development. 
It  is  an  Expansion  Course  of  the  Upper 
Room  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
and  an  extension  of  the  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center  Colleague  Forum. 

Pastors  who  have  participated  dedicate 
themselves  to  spiritual  renewal  and 
development  for  ministry  and  mission. 
They  nurture  their  spiritual  gifts,  which 
enable  them  to  discern  how  God  may  use 
them  where  they  are  serving.  They  develop 
the  spiritual  disciplines  of  pray  er,  worship, 


self  care,  study  and  action  necessary  to 
thrive  in  ministry  and  mission. 

Another  pastor  who  has  participated 
wrote  "The  Colleague  Forum  has  helped 
me  to  experience  love,  acceptance,  support 
and  respect  as  one  of  God's  children.  It 
has  rekindled  hope  in  my  brokenness  and 
helped  me  to  become  a  better  pastor." 

The  third  session  of  the  NC  Conference 
Colleague  Forum  will  begin  July  31.  It 
is  eight  academic  courses  led  by  a  variety 
of  invited  faculty  who  are  gifted  and  have 
been  chosen  for  their  expertise  as  well  as 
ability  to  share  spiritual  journeys.  These 
sessions  are  held  at  the  Avila  Retreat  Center 
in  Durham. 

If  you  are  interested  in  being  a  part  of  the 
NC  Conference  Colleague  Forum  #3  contact 
Rev.  Jimmy  Weaver  jweaverffcnceumc.org 
or  Robin  Harry  rharry@nccumc.org  for  an 
application. 

*  Suzanne  Cobb  is  pastor  of  Lea/is 
Chapel-Shiloh  UMC 


These  wonderful  rocking  chairs  are  where  the  NC  Conference  Colleague  Fori] 
participants  gathered  for  the  spiritual  formation  sessions  that  faculty  presented  ea| 

day. 


  I 

MERCI  Day  offers  fun,  fellowship  and  flood  bucket! 


By  Suzanne  Cobb  * 

Fun,  fellowship  and  flood  buckets  were 
the  focus  for  all  who  gathered  at  the  MERCI 
Warehouse,  the  hub  for  disaster  response 
ministry  in  the  NC  Conference,  on  May  6. 

"It  was  a  good  day"  was  what  y  ou  heard 
as  the  afternoon  came  to  a  close.  There 
were  children's  games  with  water  guns 
and  blindfolds,  ice  in  a  vvashtub  with  a 
few  marbles  sprinkled  in  for  the  children 
to  try  to  retrieve  with  their  toes,  praise  and 
worship  music  and  enough  hot  dogs  to  go 
around  for  everyone. 

The  MERCI  Day  Celebration  was 
designed  to  be  a  day  to  enjoy  and  rejoice 
in  the  ministries  that  the  MERCI  Center 
provides.  It  was  also  a  time  to  teach  those 
who  wanted  to  know  more  about  the  day  to 
day  operation  of  the  center. 

There  were  groups  who  helped  inspect 
and  fill  flood  buckets,  there  was  a  team  that 
helped  pack  text  books  that  are  being  sent 
to  Liberia,  a  chain  saw  safety  demonstration 
set  up  for  those  who  were  interested  and 
displays  with  pictures  and  videos  to  show- 
how  the  ministries  fit  into  this  disaster  relief 
distribution  center. 

No  disaster  was  involved  in  the 
celebration  that  occurred  on  May  6,  but  the 
thoughts  of  the  upcoming  hurricane  season 
is  always  lurking  in  the  minds  of  those  who 
regularly  volunteer  and  the  staff  who  work 


ii 


Ann  Huffman,  left,  shows  visitors  at  MERCI  the  cleaning  solutions  and  other  materials  that  cannot  be  used  to  pack  flood  buckc 
until  other  needed  items  arrive. 


at  MERCI  Center. 

There  are  close  to  3,000  empty  buckets 
that  need  to  be  filled.  If  vou  are  interested 


in  helping  or  donating  towards  the  MERCI 
ministries  please  visit  the  website  at:  www. 
merciumc.org 


*  Suzanne  Cobb  is  pastor  of  Lea. 
Chapel-Shiloh  UMC  and  a  volunteer 
MERCI. 
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d  Hill,  Raleigh  district  superintendent, 
tied  the  two  tee  times  during  the  golf 
rnament. 
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First  'Golfing  for  Hungry'  raises  over  $6,000 


A  new  event  was  added  this  year  to  the 
Raleigh  District's  Race  of  Grace  format 
to  help  raise  money  for  various  hunger- 
fighting  agencies. 

"Golfing  For  The  Hungry"  was  i  ntroduced 
and  a  total  of  276  golfers  participated  in  a 
tournament  held  at  Eagle  Ridge  Golf  Club 
in  Raleigh,  on  April  28.  Four-person  teams 
squared  off  in  the  "superball,"  shotgun, 
format. 

There  were  five flights  in  both  the  morning 
and  in  the  afternoon.  Each  person  on  the 
winning  "Low  Gross"'  and  "Low  Net"  team 
in  each  of  the  1 0  total  flights  received  a  $50 
gift  certificate. 

In  addition  to  the  golf,  there  was  a 
putting  contest  for  $5,000  with  participants 
trying  to  sink  a  50-foot  putt.  There  were 
no  winners. 

If  a  golfer  made  a  hole-in-one  on  a 
selected  par  three  hole,  $  1 8,000  would  have 
been  won.  William  Honeycutt  came  within 
three  inches  of  making  a  hole-in-one  on  his 
1 75-yard  tee  shot.  "1  really  thought  the  ball 
was  going  to  go  in  the  hole,  it  just  curved 
off  at  the  last  possible  moment.  I  was 
this  close  to  a  nice  windfall,"  Honeycutt 
exclaimed. 

The  Rev.  Ned  Hill,  Raleigh  district 
superintendent,  got  the  festivities  for  both 
the  8:30  a.m.  and  the  1 :30  p.m.  tee  times 
off  with  drives  of  1 50  yards  that  found  the 
center  of  the  fairway.  "1  don't  golf  and  it  was 


truly  somewhat  of  a  miracle  that  I  actually 
hit  the  ball  that  far  and  that  straight.  1  had 
been  praying  that  God  would  allow  me  to 
at  least  make  contact  with  the  ball  and  it 
hit  somewhat  straight.  That  prayer  was 
answered  in  a  wonderful  way,"  Hill  said. 

Over  $6,200  was  raised  from  the 
event.  "We  wanted  to  keep  the  cost  of 
the  tournament  as  low  as  possible,  hence 
with  the  fee  charged  by  the  golf  course 
for  each  golfer  ($40),  there  was  not  that 


much  money  raised,"  Randy  Maynard, 
tournament  director,  and  pastor  of  Saint 
Andrews  (Garner)  said.  "Next  year,  we'll 
go  to  a  golf  course  that  doesn't  charge  as 
much  per  person." 

Even  though  organizers  had  hoped  to 
make  more  profit  from  this  day.  it  was  a 
good  event  with  some  minor  glitches  that 
need  to  be  ironed  out.  "Next  year  we 
sure  hope  to  make  the  event  even  better," 
Maynard  said. 


Anyone  can  be  a  part  of  Annual 
Conference  over  the  Internet 


The  Conference  Communications  Office 
is  expanding  its  online  coverage  of  the 
2006  Annual  Conference.  The  conference 
will  be  covered  in  the  following  ways: 

-  Main  coverage  website  -  http://wvvw, 
nccumc.org/ac2006/06info.htm  -  Pre- 
event  coverage,  news.  Saddlebag 
downloads      and      archived  video. 

-  Live  video  streaming  -  All  of  Annual 
Conference  will  be  streamed  live  over 
the  internet.  The  video  may  be  accessed 
using  the  latest  version  of  Microsoft's 
Media  Player.  Full  instructions  will  be 
posted  on  the  main  coverage  website. 


-  Member  Journal  -  Various  members 
will  share  their  experiences  on  and  off 
the  floor  of  Annual  Conference  using 
the  online  Member  Journal.  This  site  is 
intended  to  encourage  dialogue  around  the 
Conference  and  may  be  accessed  at  http:// 
annualconference.blogspot.com. 

The  Conference  IT  Department  and 
various  conference  members  are  helping  to 
make  conference  coverage  over  the  Internet 
possible.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  printed 
items  going  to  news  media,  in  Saddle  Bags, 
and  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
Christian  Advocate. 


onference 
fouth  Rally 
)ay  2006 

By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 

>unday,  April  23  was  the  annual 
nference  Youth  Rally  Day  at  NC 
;sleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount, 
rspite  strong  thunder  storms  the  day 
fore  and  rain  showers  the  morning  after, 
:  sun  shone  brightly  on  the  500  plus 
lited  Methodist  youth  and  adult  leaders 
thered. 

The  Cardinal  Singers  from  the  Red  Bird 
ssion  in  Kentucky  stopped  by  briefly  to 
ire  some  music  along  their  travels  across 
conference.  Ragland  Productions  of 
ayton  provided  inflatable  games  enjoyed 
young  and  older  alike.  The  bungee  run 
emed  to  be  the  favorite  although  the  giant 
de  and  obstacle  course  were  popular  as 
II.  Youth  enjoyed  other  recreational 
tivities  during  the  first  part  of  the 
ternoon. 


Conference  Youth  Rally  Day  participants  soak  up  some  rays  at  North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  event. 


The  Rally  Day  event  concluded  with  a 
worship  service.  Savior  Soul,  the  youth 
praise  team  from  Epworth  UMC  in  Durham 
led  the  worship  music. 

Youth  speakers  included  Alex  Nelson 
from  Home  Memorial  UMC  in  Clayton, 
Emily  Famell  from  Centenary  UMC  in 
Smithfield  and  Mary  Beth  Howington- 
Conference  Youth  Legislative  Affairs 
Person.  Laura  Lord,  Conference  Youth 
Secretary,  made  announcements  for  the  day 
and  read  the  Scripture  and  led  in  prayer. 


The  youth  choir  from  Mt  Sylvan  UMC 
in  Durham  and  youth  sacred  dancers 
from  Efland  UMC  provided  special  acts 
of  worship  during  the  offering.  Rev.  Kris 
Williams  from  Hornes-Sims  UMC  in 
Wilson  County  served  as  the  adult  speaker. 
The  theme  for  Rally  Day  was  Momentum 
and  each  speaker  spoke  of  the  power  we 
have  through  Christ  and  the  importance  of 
making  a  difference  by  putting  faith  into 
action. 

Rally  Day  is  held  in  late  April  each  year 


for  youth  groups  across  the  Conference. 
Pre-registration  to  attend  is  not  required. 
An  offering  for  Youth  Service  Fund  is 
taken.  Youth  groups  desiring  to  be  in 
leadership  of  worship  and  other  aspects  of 
Rally  Day  are  asked  to  contact  the  Office  of 
Youth  Ministries  at  the  NC  Conference. 


*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference 
director  of  youth  ministries. 
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Around  the  Conference 


Sensitivity 
training  offered 
across  the 
conference 

Pastors  and  local  church  leaders 
have  or  will  gather  in  district  cluster 
groups  to  participate  in  Sensitivity 
Training  workshops  during  May  and 
August.  "The  purpose  of  the  sensitivity 
workshops  is  to  understand  the  diversity 
that  is  in  our  midst  and  to  learn  what 
it  means  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  multi-cultural  setting,"  said 
Erin  Hawkins,  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  director  of 
the  workshops.  The  gatherings  are 
sponsored  by  the  Conference  Monitoring 
and  Accountability  Committee.  The 
workshop  for  the  Burlington,  Durham, 
Raleigh,  and  Sanford  districts  was  held 


on  May  6  at  Garner  UMC;  Elizabeth  City,  Greenville,  New  Bern, 
and  Rocky  Mount  districts  met  on  May  20  at  St.  James  UMC  in 
Greenville;  and  the  Fayetteville,  Goldsboro,  Rockingham,  and 
Wilmington  districts  will  meet  August  19  at  Chestnut  Street 


UMC  in  Lumberton.  In  the  photograph  above,  Erin  Hawli 
(standing)  gives  instructions  for  a  simulation  game  during 
workshop  help  at  Garner  UMC.  (NC  Conference  Photo 
Bill  Norton) 


Living 

Last 

Supper 


Pine  Valley  UMC,  Wilmington,  observed  Maundy  Thursday  with  a  "Living  Last 
Supper,"  a  live  commemoration  of  Jesus'  last  meal  with  His  disciples  before  His 
crucifixion.  Beginning  with  a  living  tableau  of  Da  Vinci's  "Last  Supper,"  six  of 
the  disciples  recounted  their  relationship  with  the  Master,  ending  their  powerful 
soliloquies  with  "Is  it  I?  Lord,  is  it  I?"  Special  music  provided  by  soloists,  organ  and 
harp  provided  moving  accompaniment  to  the  portrayal  of  the  initiation  of  this  sacred 
sacrament,  and  the  service  concluded  with  Holy  Communion. 


The  congregation  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Laurinburg,  NC  donated  two 
pieces  of  property  to  Habitat  for  Humanity  of  Scotland  County.  The  church  hopes 
to  challenge  other  Methodist  churches  in  the  county  to  help  sponsor  building  two 
Habitat  homes  on  the  lots.  Shown  in  the  picture  giving  the  deed  to  Habitat  from  left 
to  right  is:  Pat  Peurifoy,  longtime  volunteer  for  Habitat  and  member  of  the  church, 
the  Rev.  George  Ellis,  Habitat  board  member,  Norman  Mathes  and  Larry  Barnett, 
church  trustees,  and  the  Rev.  Stan  Smith  of  First  UMC:  Laurinburg. 


A  Heartfelt 
trThank  You... 


METHODIST 


HOME  for 


CHILDREN 


...to  the  more  than  450  congregations 
that  raised  over  $148,000  for 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  Sunday 
2006.  You  have  helped  us  make  a 

difference  in  the  world... one  child  at  a  time.  Your  generosity 
helps  clothe,  feed  and  provide  for  children  in  our  care.  Your  gifts 
also  support  our  foster  and  adoptive  parents  who  offer  safe  and 
loving  homes  for  children  across  North  Carolina.  Thank  you. 


In  service  to  God,  Methodist  Home  for  Children  builds  on  the  social,  physical,  emotioi 
and  spiritual  strengths  of  children,  youth,  and  families,  and  affirms  tbeir  worth. 

1.888.305.4321  www.mhfc.org 
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1 1— 1 1  mi    ^**m  I 

A  group  of  disaster  response  coordinators,  directors  of  connectional  ministries, 
communications  directors  and  other  conference  leaders  listens  to  instructor  Tom 
Hazelwood  during  the  academy. 


Tom  Hazelwood,  UMCOR  director,  (right)  explained  the  role  of  the  denomination's 
relief  agency  during  disasters. 


MERCI  is  host  of  first  disaster  response  academy 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

United  Methodist  disaster  response 
leaders  from  across  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  gathered  last  month  to  hone 
their  skills,  get  to  know  each  other  better 
and  plan  their  shared  work. 

Barbara  Tripp,  executive  director  of 
M.E.R.C.I.  (Marion  Edwards  Recovery 
Center  Initiatives)  in  Goldsboro,  the  host 
facility  for  the  three-day  SEJ  disaster 
response  academy,  was  pleased  with  the 
turnout  -  all  but  two  of  the  jurisdiction's 
annual  conferences  participated. 

The  only  SEJ  annual  conferences 
that  did  not  send  representatives  were 
Alabama-West  Florida  and  Mississippi, 
both  still  reeling  from  the  devastation  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  The  event  attracted  86 
participants. 

Mrs.  Tripp  said  that  the  training  went 
well.  The  SEJ  disaster  coordinators' 
network  formed  last  year  as  an  offshoot 
of  the  directors  of  connectional  ministries 
organization.  The  academy  was  an 
opportunity  to  learn  about  what  was  going 
on  in  other  conferences  and  network  with 
other  disaster  response  leaders. 

"I  think  the  whole  networkingopportunity 
is  more  valuable  even  than  the  training," 
Mrs.  Tripp  said.  "They  need  to  talk  to  the 
other  people  that  do  it." 

Participants  planned  to  make  it  an  annual 
meeting. 

The  Rev.  Earl  Davis  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference  found  the  information  helpful 
and  the  instructors  excellent. 

"They're  obviously  very  passionate  about 
their  subject,"  said  Rev.  Davis,  who  pastors 
a  four-church  charge  in  Sante  Fe,  TN 

A  second-career  local  pastor,  Rev.  Davis 
has  worked  with  UMVIM  throughout  his 
nine  years  as  a  pastor.  He  has  led  two  work 


teams. 

Rev.  Davis  took  the  course  on  spiritual 
and  emotional  care,  taught  by  Mary 
Gaudreau  and  Gordon  Knuckey. 

"It's  an  area  that  I  have  been  interested 
in  and  we  have  been  pushing  in  our 
conference,"  he  said. 

Rev.  Davis  plans  to  work  on  a  spiritual 
care  team  in  the  Tennessee  Conference. 
In  addition,  he  believes  that  all  volunteer 
teams  should  be  trained  in  spiritual  care. 

"You  need  to  have  some  training  in  how 
to  deal  with  them  (the  suffering)  in  a  manner 
that  treats  them  like  they  should  be  treated 
-  like  human  beings,"  he  said.  "I  think  that 
spiritual  care  is  at  least  a  part  of  all  the 
disaster  teams.  I  tell  all  our  teams,  'The 
physical  work  is  important,  but  listening  to 
the  people  is  just  as  important.'" 

He  said  that  during  the  academy  he  had 
learned  that  all  healing  from  disaster  takes 
place  in  community. 

"As  we  go  to  minister  to  people  we  value 
people  where  they  are,"  he  said.  "We  don't 
try  to  change  people  to  meet  our  needs." 

Darrell  Cook,  a  retired  Air  Force  chaplain 
in  the  Holston  Conference,  also  attended 
the  emotional  and  spiritual  care  track.  He 
said  that  he  sensed  a  new  energy  for  disaster 
work  emerging  within  his  conference. 

Bud  Budzinski,  pastor  of  Salem  UMC 
in  the  Durham  District  and  chairman  of 
the  NC  Conference  Disaster  Response 
Committee,  attended  track  four,  which 
was  for  disaster  response  coordinators, 
directors  of  connectional  ministries  and 
other  conference  leaders. 

For  him,  networking  with  other  disaster 
response  leaders  was  the  highlight  of  the 
academy. 

An  important  idea  that  came  out 
frequently  during  the  three  days,  he  said, 
was  the  necessity  of  working  together.  "It's 


not  a  power  thing  -  we're  working  together 
to  help  folks  who  are  in  need." 

Ed  McKinney,  who  chairs  the  disaster 
response  committee  of  the  Western  NC 
Annual  Conference,  was  in  track  four  with 
Rev.  Budzinski. 

Rev.  McKinney,  who  pastors  Arbor 
Grove-Union  charge  in  Wilkes  County, 
said  that  the  academy  was  a  good  learning 
experience  for  him. 

"I  am  learning  how  our  connection 
works,"  he  said,  "and  how  we  can 
make  it  work  better  through  effective 
communication  —  also  to  learn  to  trust  the 
connection  and  trust  one  another." 


Participants  in  this  year's  academy 
decided  that  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
in  Mission  (UMVIM)  would  become  the 
responsible  entity  for  all  early  response 
teams  in  the  jurisdiction. 

Brad  Brady  of  the  South  Georgia 
Conference  was  this  year's  convenor  for 
the  academy.  Next  year's  convenor  will  be 
Jason  Brock  of  the  Tennessee  conference. 
The  location  for  next  year's  meeting  has 
not  yet  been  selected. 

*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  conference 
Elder  and  does  free  lance  writing  in  the 
Goldsboro  District. 


Methodist  College 

Cordially  invites  you  to  attend  the 

Annual  Luncheon 
For  alumni,  ministers  and  friends 

during  the 

Annual  Conference 

of  The  North  Carolina  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 

Friday,  June  16,  2006 
12:15  p.m. 

Greenville  Hilton 
West  Wing  1  and  2 

207  SW  Greenville  Blvd. 
Greenville,  North  Carolina  27834 
Tel:  252-355-5000 


The  favor  of  a  reply  is  requested  by  June  9,  2006. 
Please  call  the  Alumni  Office  at: 
(910)  630-7200  or  1-800-488-71 10  ext  7200 
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12  NC  Conference  churches  honored  for  feeding  hungry 


By  Carol  A.  Breitinger  * 

Twelve  United  Methodist  church  con- 
gregations in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
have  been  recognized  by  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  for  their  support  of  its  hunger- 
relief  ministry  during  the  first  quarter  of 
this  year.  They  are  among  83  churches 
across  the  connection  that  have  partnered 
with  Society  of  St.  Andrew  so  far  this  year 
to  feed  the  nation's  hungry  people. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  (SoSA)  is  an 
Advance  Special  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  (#801600)  and  a  national  nonprofit 
ministry  that  salvages  fresh,  nutritious 
food  that  would  otherw  ise  go  to  waste  and 
delivers  it  to  feeding  agencies  for  their 
hungry  clients. 

Partner  Churches  support  SoSA's 
ministry  by  providing  the  financial  means 
to  help  glean  even  more  food  to  feed  the 
poor,  educate  people  about  the  causes 
and  effects  of  hunger  in  the  nation  and 
world,  and  enable  SoSA  to  reach  out  in 
loving  kindness  to  a  world  that  is  hungry 
for  food  and  for  the  gospel.  Churches  are 
recognized  as  "Partners"  for  donations  of 
$500  and  more  to  the  hunger-relief  ministry 
of  Society  of  St.  Andrew.  Partner  Church 
levels  include:  St.  Andrew  Partner  ($500), 
One  Mile  Partner  ($850),  Change  the  World 
Partner  ($1,000),  and  Extra  Mile  Partner 
($1,700). 

During  2005.  SoSA  was  blessed  with  the 
support  of  1 ,567  churches  nationwide.  302 
of  those  churches  supported  SoSA's  hunger 
relief  work  at  the  Partner  Church  level. 
Total  contributions  from  congregations 
amounted  to  $523,486,  allowing  SoSA  to 


save  more  than  8.7  million  pounds  of  food 
and  provide  26.2  million  servings  of  fresh 
produce  to  hungry  families.  Totally  during 
2005,  SoSA  saved  29.5  million  pounds  of 
food  that  was  distributed  throughout  the  48 
contiguous  states. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has  issued 
certificates  of  recognition  and  gratitude 
to  the  following  churches  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  for  their  Partner 
Church  level  support  since  January: 

St.  Andrew  Partners:  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  Raleigh:  Hillsborough 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hillsborough: 
University  United  Methodist  Church, 
Chapel  Hill;  Swansboro  United  Methodist 
Church,  Swansboro;  North  Raleigh  United 
Methodist  Church.  Raleigh:  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Siler  City. 

Change  the  World  Partners:  Edenton 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  Raleigh; 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Cary; 
Hayes  Barton  United  Methodist  Church, 
Raleigh;  Pine  Valley  United  Methodist 
Church,  Wilmington;  and  White  Plains 
United  Methodist  Church.  Cary. 

Extra  Mile  Partners:  Duke  Chapel,  Cong. 
Of,  Durham. 

Churches  throughout  the  conference  are 
encouraged  to  participate  with  the  Society 
of  St.  Andrew  in  feeding  the  hungry.  For 
more  information  about  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  and  its  Partner  Churches  program, 
contact  the  national  office  at  800-333-4597, 
online  at  www.endhunger.org.  or  by  mail  at 
3383  Sweet  Hollow  Road,  Big  Island,  VA 
24526. 

*  Carol  A.  Breitinger  is  communications 
director  for  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 


Members  from  University  UMC  in  Chapel  Hill  (right)  bag  loose  sweet  potatoes  for 
distribution. 


Grants  awarded  to  multi-ethnic  ministries 


The  CPI  (Comprehensive  Plan  of 
Inclusiveness)  Grant  Subcommittee  of  the 
Conference  Multicultural  Ministry  Team 
has  announced  the  awarding  of  spring 
grants  totaling  $24,880: 

•  Galilee  UMC:  Laurinburg  (RO)  for 
the  Bridge  Building  Enrichment/Tutoring/ 
Mentoring  Program; 

•  Luz  del  Pueblo  at  White  Plains  UMC 
(RA)  for  Ministry  with  Hispanic/Latino 
Women; 

•  Conference  Youth  Ministry  to  provide 
scholarship  assistance  for  racially-ethnic 
youth  to  conference  youth  events; 

•  Eakewood  UMC  (DU)  for  a  music 
ministry  and  for  an  after-school  mentoring/ 
tutoring  program; 

•  Reconciliation  UMC  for  a  multi- 
faceted  Racial  Understanding  and  Dialogue 
project; 

•  Cokesbury  UMC  (RA)  for  a  summer 
youth  program; 

•  Devon  Park  UMC  (WI)  for  the  "God's 
Palette/Paleta  ole  Dios"  arts  program; 


•  Harry  Hosier  UMC  (FA)  for  a  spiritual 
leadership  and  stewardship  education 
program 

•Vest  Nash  UMC  (RM)  for  a  multi- 
ethnic preschool  program; 

•  St.  Peter's  UMC:  Hamlet  for  an  Arts 
and  Information  Center; 

•  The  Rockingham  District  Native 
American  Cooperative  Ministry  for  the 
"STOP"  program,  encouraging  youth  to 
not  smoke; 

•  SEJ  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  to  provide  scholarships  to  BMCR 
programs  and  events. 

CPI  grants  are  awarded  twice  a  year. 
The  next  deadline  for  requesting  grant 
consideration  is  September  30.  Application 
forms  may  be  downloaded  from  the 
conference  website,  http://www.nccumc. 
org/docs/multiandsocialmins/2006cpi.doc. 

The  purposes  for  awarding  the  grants  are 
to  provide  seed  money  to  support  mission 
projects  that  address  social  problems  or 
concerns   as   they   impact  racial/ethnic 


Cokesbury  UMC  (RA)  has  been  granted  a  CPI  grant  for  a  summer  youth  program 
designed  to  keep  at-risk  youth  in  a  structured  positive  Christian  environment. 


persons  and  to  empower  racial/ethnic 
persons  and  to  provide  programs/projects 
for  people  to  work  together  toward  a  better 
understanding  of  inclusiveness.  Priority  is 
given  to  new  and  pilot  programs/  projects. 
For  more  information  about  the  Com- 


prehensive Plan  of  Inclusiveness  or  the 
CPI  grants,  refer  to  the  purposes  and 
guidelines  on  the  grant  application  form 
or  call  Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson,  director  for 
Multicultural  and  Social  Ministries,  1-800- 
849-3344. 
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'We  will  not  shrink  from  this  challenge,'  bishop  vows 


iy  Tim  Tanton* 

GULFPORT,  Miss.  (UMNS)  -  Sitting 
utside  the  shell  of  a  church  building, 
Mshop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  acknowledges 
tie  grief  that  Mississippians  feel  in  the 
ftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  but  today 
he  is  all  about  resolve. 
"The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
ommitted  to  this  recovery,"  Ward  says. 
That  commitment  is  long  term.'" 
Beside  her  looms  the  ruin  of  Mississippi 
Zity  United  Methodist  Church,  a  gutted 
building  that  still  holds  random  attributes 
)f  a  vital  church  -  a  few  chairs,  a  piano,  a 
stuffed  toy.  Mostly,  though,  it  has  a  lot  of 
jpen  space. 

Like  the  church,  much  of  the  area  along 
Mississippi's  Gulf  Coast  still  looks  as 
mattered  as  if  the  storm  struck  yesterday 
instead  of  half  a  year  ago.  While  recovering 
slowly  themselves,  the  churches  at  the 
same  time  are  helping  homeowners  and 
their  communities  rebuild. 

"We  will  not  shrink  from  this  challenge," 
Ward  says.  But  she  acknowledges  the 
enormity  of  the  job  ahead.  "The  task  of 
rebuilding  is  long,  is  arduous,  is  beyond 
our  comprehension  still." 

Ward  is  encouraging  United  Methodists 
to  help  the  churches  in  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana  rebuild  through  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal. 
The  appeal,  developed  at  the  council's 
meeting  last  fall,  will  be  emphasized  during 
U.S.  annual  conference  sessions  in  May 
and  June. 

The  bishops  launched  the  appeal  to 
raise  money  for  rebuilding  churches  in  the 
Katrina-stricken  areas,  help  pay  pastors' 
salaries  and  re-equip  congregations 
for  ministry  in  their  areas.  The  appeal 
is  different  from  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief's  fund-raising  work, 
which  is  supporting  humanitarian  relief  on 
the  coast. 

Mississippi  City  United  Methodist 
Church  exemplifies  the  pressing  need. 

This  is  one  of  our  most  historic 
churches,"  Ward  says.  The  church  wa^s 
founded  in  1890  by  a  mission  pastor 
who  sent  an  appeal  across  the  conference 
requesting  dimes  to  erect  the  building. 

Ward  has  preached  twice  here,  including 
one  occasion,  right  after  the  storm,  when  the 
church  had  its  communion  table  set  up  in 
the  parking  lot.  Today,  about  1 00  members 
of  the  congregation  meet  for  worship  in  a 
nearby  warehouse  that  the  church  owns. 

The  conference  is  working  with  at  least 
six  congregations  to  figure  out  if  their 
churches  will  be  rebuilt.  In  one  extreme 
case,  Clermont  Harbor  (Miss.)  United 


United  Methodist  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  looks  at  what 
little  remains  in  the  gutted  interior  of  Mississippi  City  United 
Methodist  Church,  declaring  "We  will  not  shrink  from  this 
challenge."  Bishop  Ward,  Mississippi  Annual  (regional) 


Conference,  visited  the  gutted  historic  church  in  Gulfport  to 
encourage  fellow  United  Methodists  tohelpchurchesin  Mississippi 
and  Louisiana  rebuild  through  the  Council  of  Bishops'  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal.  (A  UMNS  photo  by  Tim  Tanton.) 


Methodist  Church  was  left  with  nothing  but 
its  steps  after  the  hurricane. 

The  conference  is  expecting  more  than 
$4  million  in  uninsured  and  under-insured 
losses  to  churches  and  related  properties. 

"It's  essential  that  we  respond  to  the 
bishops'  appeal  for  the  rebuilding  of  our 
churches,"  Ward  says.  "Our  churches  are 
strategic  centers"  for  nurturing  and  worship, 
she  say  s,  noting  that  30  conference  churches 
are  hosting  work  teams  along  the  coast. 

United  Methodist  giving  is  helping  keep 
pastors  in  their  communities,  she  says.  "In 
Mississippi,  the  pastors  who  evacuated 
returned  very  soon  to  their  congregations.  A 
number  of  the  pastors  never  evacuated  and 
experienced  the  storm  even  as  their  homes 
and  churches  were  destroyed.  The  presence 
of  pastor  leadership  in  a  community  is  a 
shepherding  gift  to  the  entire  community." 

The  Rev.  Rick  Brooks,  of  Main  Street 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Bay  St.  Louis, 
is  one  such  pastor.  The  financial  support 
helps  sustain  congregations  in  need,  he 
says.  "I  use  that  word  'sustaining,'  and  I 
really  believe  that's  true.  It's  sometimes 
amazing  the  difference  a  little  bit  of  help 
can  make." 

Bishop  Ward  has  been  a  source  of 
encouragement  "to  know  we  are  not  going 
to  be  alone  and  that  the  churches  will  be 


here  for  us,  and  I  have  felt  that  personally 
in  a  great  way,"  Brooks  says.  "I  believe  it 
because  we've  experienced  help  already, 
and  it's  made  a  tremendous  difference." 

"It's  essential  that  our  pastors  be  present 
in  our  devastated  communities,"  Ward 
says.  "...  Unless  the  connection  is  helpful 
in  garnering  the  resources  for  pastors' 
salaries,  pensions  and  insurance,  for  the 
recovery  of  parsonages,  pastoral  presence 
will  be  diminished  among  us. 

"And,"  she  says,  "the  mission  of  our 
church  as  a  whole  is  lessened." 

'Finest  hour' 

Despite  the  adversity.  Ward  says  she  is 
seeing  a  new  spirit  in  the  congregations. 
At  Heritage  United  Methodist  Church 
in  DTberville,  members  have  collected 
sleeping  bags  and  tool  kits.  "They  have 
regained  their  strong  sense  of  being  a 
missional  congregation." 

Some  congregations  have  drawn  closer 
in  connection  with  one  another,  such  as 
a  white  church  and  an  African-American 
congregation  that  have  been  worshipping 
together  since  their  buildings  were 
destroyed.  Over  and  over,  the  bishop  says, 
she  hears  people  say  this  is  their  "finest 
hour." 

"These     months     have     been  the 


most  heartbreaking  and  the  most 
inspiring,    simultaneously,"    she  says. 

The  weight  of  grief  in  Mississippi  is 
great.  Ward  say  s.  It's  a  grief  reflected  in  her 
account  of  a  church  member  weeping  that 
her  town  won't  be  rebuilt  in  her  lifetime,  or 
in  a  simple  message  spray -painted  on  the 
ruins  of  a  home:  "This  w  as  our  house." 

In  some  ways,  the  Gulf  Coast  area  seems 
starker  and  harsher  than  it  did  right  after 
the  hurricane  hit,  she  says.  Now  empty 
expanses  exist  where  before  there  had  been 
buildings,  churches,  homes,  playgrounds. 
"There  is  nothing,  where  before  there  was 
life  and  vitality." 

Vital  connection 

People  on  the  coast  are  tired  of  the 
destruction,  but  Ward  says  she  knows 
the  strength  of  the  Christian  community. 
Daily,  the  conference  receives  thousands 
of  volunteers.  A  week  earlier,  a  team  of 
Bolivians  arrived  to  help,  and  tsunami 
survivors  also  have  traveled  to  Mississippi 
for  relief  work.  Volunteer  in  Mission  teams 
stay  for  periods  ranging  from  a  week  to 
months.  The  conference  coordinates  their 
work  with  a  main  response  center  and  four 
regional  offices,  all  funded  by  UMCOR. 

* Tanton  is  managing  editor  for  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 
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July  2.  2006 

Text:  I  Corinthians  7:1-20,  23-40 
"Living  in  Relationships" 


John  Wesley  did  not  have  a  happy  marriage. 
Once,  after  his  wife  left  him  (she  did  it  more 
than  once),  Wesley  wrote  "For  what  purpose 
I  know  not,  my  wife  set  out  for  Newcastle, 
purposing  never  to  return.  1  have  not  left  her; 
1  have  not  sent  her  away;  I  will  not  recall  her." 
On  paper,  their  marriage  lasted  thirty  years,  but 
in  energy  and  passion,  the  bloom  had  long  since 
been  gone  from  the  relationship. 

In  light  of  that  sad  situation,  I  rushed  to  see 
what  John  Wesley  wrote  about  this  Pauline 
text  on  sex  and  marriage.  For  example,  three 
years  after  his  wedding,  John  Wesley  w  rote  this 
comment  on  1  Corinthians  7:7:  "St.  Paul,  having 
tasted  the  sweetness  of  this  liberty  (of  being 
unmarried),  wished  others  to  enjoy  it,  as  well  as 
himself."  I  have  the  feeling  that  Brother  John 
thought  Paul  had  the  better  portion! 

Corinth  was  a  city  known  for  its  moral 
diversity.  No  wonder  the  Christians  there 
were  confused  about  sexual  relationships.  No 
wonder  they  asked  Paul  to  clarify  issues  of 
conjugal  duties  and  values  (7:1).  There  was  a 
strong  gnostic  presence  in  Corinth;  within  the 
"secret  knowledge"  claimed  by  the  gnostics  was 
belief  that  spiritual  existence  took  priority  over 
physical  existence.  Within  the  context  of  that 
incomplete  teaching,  the  Corinthian  Christians 
were  bound  to  wonder  about  something  as 
physical  as  the  human  sexual  drive.  Can  sex  be 
good? 

Paul  answers  with  an  eye  on  the  expected 
quick  return  of  Jesus  (7:26,  7:29).  Would 
his  answers  have  been  different  if  he  had 
understood  that  our  Lord's  return  would  be 
delayed?  Probably  not.  The  heart  of  what  Paul 
writes  is  that  the  sexual  ties  between  spouses 
are  part  of  Christian  discipleship.  The  explicit 
and  practical  advice  that  Paul  gives  is  a  clear 
reminder  that  the  Incarnation  has  taught  us  that 
the  body  is  important.  If  "the  body"  has  no 
importance,  these  sexual  matters  would  have  no 
importance.  But  they  do  have  importance!  The 
body-and  its  sexual  desires-is  important. 

Note  verse  25.  Paul  admits  that  he  is  offering 
a  personal  opinion  (about  whether  sexually 
inactive,  unmarried  believers  should  marry),  not 
passing  on  a  command  from  God.  That  sense  of 
humility  in  dealing  with  sexual  mysteries  would 
be  a  good  gift  for  today's  debates  about  sexuality. 
One  thing  is  clear;  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians 
(and  us)  that  the  conclusions  we  come  to  about 
sexual  relationships  are  to  be  defined  by  the  call 
we  have  from  God  (7:7,  15, 17, 20,  24) 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Helmut 
Thielicke  has  written  (The  Ethics  of  Sex, 
Harper  and  Row):  "...we  see  something  more 
and  something  other  in  sexuality  than  a  mere 
function,  that  here  we  recognize  that  the  being 
of  the  person  is  involved  and  engaged." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "It  is  not  always  easy.  Lord 
Jesus... " 


July  Adult  Bible  Study 

July  9.  2006         July  16.  2006      July  23.  2006 

Text:  1  Corinthians  8:1-13  Text:  1  Corinthians  9:24-10:13 


"To  Eat  or  Not  to  Eat" 

Do  you  ever  watch  "The  Food  Channel"? 
That  television  network  thrives  because  we  have 
a  fascination  with  food:  how  to  prepare  it  and 
how  to  serve  it  and,  happily,  how  to  eat  it.  There 
are  programs  about  how  our  favorite  foods  are 
put  together  (often  in  a  giant  assembly-line 
factory)  There  are  programs  introducing  various 
ethnic  cuisines.  Some  cooks  specialize  in 
cost-conscious  meals;  others  delight  in  fixing 
meals  quickly.  The  network  even  includes 
competitions  as  contesting  chefs  try  to  outdo  one 
another  in  putting  together  gourmet  delights.  (I 
am  usually  hungry  after  watching  an  episode  or 
two  on  "The  Food  Channel".) 

Food  is  more  than  the  way  we  get  nourishment. 
Food,  at  its  best,  is  a  shared  experience.  Food 
calls  up  fond  memories  and,  truth  be  told, 
special  family  accounts  of  having  to  endure 
some  dreadful  concoctions  while  visiting  Aunt 
Maude.  (To  make  the  record  clear,  I  do  not  have 
an  Aunt  Maude!)  We  Christians  remember  our 
salvation  and  receive  abundant  grace  when  we 
gather  at  the  Lord's  Table.  One  image  the  Bible 
offers  for  the  coming  reign  of  God  is  of  a  great 
banquet.  Food! 

The  church  in  Corinth  had  a  number  of  issues 
about  food.  (Look  at  1  Corinthians  11:21  — 
abuse  of  what  we  might  call  a  covered  dish 
suppers.)  It  is  not  surprising  that  food  became 
the  presenting  ingredient  in  this  early  church 
debate.  This  week's  lesson  gathers  around  the 
question  of  whether  or  not  Christians  should 
eat  food  that  had  been  offered  to  idols.  It  was 
a  moral  question  which  was-double  entendre 
intended-on  everyone's  plate. 

Paul  chased  the  matter  beyond  the  surface. 
The  pivotal  point  is  this:  how  does  the  Christian 
love?  What  is  apparent  is  that  moral  decisions 
(love  decisions)  are  not  made  in  isolation.  I 
cannot  decide  what  I  need  to  do  unless  I  take 
into  consideration  your  situation.  If  my  example 
causes  you  to  stumble  (8:1-13),  then  I  have  been 
morally  irresponsible,  even  if  for  me  my  action 
is  pure.  My  intentions  might  be  good,  but  how 
is  the  result  to  be  measured? 

From  these  verses,  we  get  the  clear  sense  that 
love  can  be  a  messy  business.  Just  when  I  have 
made  a  decision  about  what  is  right  for  me,  I 
am  faced  with  the  question  "How  will  what  I  do 
impact  others  in  the  family  of  faith?"  For  that 
matter,  how  will  what  I  do  influence  those  who 
are  not  in  the  family  of  faith?  Now  I  have  to 
go  back  and  read  these  verses  with  evangelism 
in  mind! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Heather 
Murray  Elkins  (Worshiping  Women,  Abingdon 
Press)  writes:  "The  sense  of  taste  and  the  sense 
of  self-esteem  and  self-control  are  intimately 
joined  in  our  earliest  experiences  of  food.  But 
what  happens  to  the  self-esteem  of  the  one  who 
must  feed  herself  and  others  while  on  a  cultural 
starvation  diet  with  limited  social  and  economic 
choice?" 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  nourishment.  God  of 
Table...  " 


"Called  to  Win" 

The  account  of  my  athletic  prowess  is  a  fairly 
limited  story.  In  high  school,  I  coached  the  girls' 
softball  team  in  its  one  game  (we  lost  to  Silk 
Hope,  23-8).  In  college,  I  ran  track  for  two  years 
(the  highlight  of  my  career  was  scoring  one  point 
against  North  Carolina  State).  In  recent  years,  I 
have  played  dartball  w  ith  the  Bethany  team  (and 
managed  to  have  the  lowest  batting  average  on 
the  team).  Should  I  have  taken  athletic  advice 
from  Paul? 

In  1  Corinthians  9:25,  the  apostle  identifies 
what  sets  excellent  runners  apart  from  ordinary 
runners:  temperate  (King  James  Version),  self- 
control  (New  Revised  Standard  Version),  self- 
restraint  (Conybeare),  strict  training  (New 
Testament  in  the  Language  of  Today),  strict 
discipline  (Today's  English  Version),  self- 
discipline  (William  Barclay),  deny  yourself 
(LivingBible),workhard(Contemporary  English 
Version),  rigorous  discipline  (Cotton  Patch 
Version),  train  hard  (  The  Message),  practice  all 
kinds  of  abstinence  (Hans  Conzelmann),  serious 
training,  tremendous  pains  (J.  B.  Phillips), 

That  is  a  rather  difficult  roll  call  of  life  choices! 
But,  for  the  believer,  what  are  the  alternatives? 
False  idols  (10:7)?  No!  Sexual  immorality 
(10:8)?  No!  Tempting  the  Lord  (10:9)?  No! 
Constant  complaining  (10:10)?  No!  God  has 
already  shown  displeasure  at  these  fake  ways  of 
serving  God.  Paul  spells  out  the  harvest  of  such 
life  (10:8,9,10).  Victory  comes  to  the  one  who 
is  strong  in  the  face  of  the  competition,  strong  in 
the  face  of  temptation.  (10:13). 

United  Methodists  are  familiar  with  the 
word  "discipline."  (Can  you  say  The  Book  of 
Discipline*.)  The  word  "discipline"  has  the 
same  root  as  the  word  "disciple."  John  Wesley 
identified  several  disciplines  which  God  uses  as 
means  of  grace:  the  public  worship  of  God,  the 
study  of  the  Scripture,  fasting  or  abstinence,  holy 
conferencing,  prayer,  frequent  Communion.  In 
the  Wesleyan  tradition,  we  draw  upon  these 
disciplines,  recognizing  that  God  gives  the  gifts 
of  God's  good  grace  through  these  practices. 

In  this  week's  lesson,  Paul  contrasts  the  life 
of  self-control  (9:25-27)  and  the  life  of  casual 
control  (10:6-11).  In  the  end,  God  will  not 
overload  any  of  us  (10:13),  but  the  practice  of 
the  spiritual  disciplines-let's  call  them  "life 
disciplines"  (our  use  of  the  means  of  grace)  is 
required  to  be  as  strong  as  we  need  to  be. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Methodist 
Spirituality  (Epworth  Press),  Gordon  S. 
Wakefield  has  written:  "Spirituality  is  a  term 
much  in  vogue.  There  are  various  accounts  of 
its  history  and  uses,  but  today  it  refers  to  those 
disciplines  and  practices  which  are  to  assist 
in  the  fulfilment  of  what  is  believed  to  be  the 
purpose  of  human  life." 

Prayer:  As  your  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "  Your  sen-ant.  O  Lord,  listens...  " 


Text:"l  Corinthians  12:1-13 
"All  for  One" 
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One  of  my  splurges  in  retirement  is 
subscribe  to  the  satellite  television  syst 
which  allows  me  to  see  almost  every  ma 
league  baseball  game.  The  truth  is  that  I  seldi 
watch  a  game  unless  the  St.  Louis  Cardinals 
playing.  (They  have  been  "my"  team  since 
mid  1940's.   I  have  only  seen  them  in  pers 
once,  a  delightful  retirement  gift  from  my  s1 
who  arranged  for  him  and  me  to  travel  to 
Louis  and  enjoy  three  wins  together.) 

Sometimes,  the   restrictions  of  televisi 
rights  mean  I  have  to  watch  the  Cardinals'  gai1 
not  with  their  own  broadcasters,  but  with 
network  of  the  opposing  team.  (For  examp!  t" 
1  just  saw  the  Cardinals  beat  Washington,  9 
but  the  announcers  were  from  the  Washingt 
station.)  When  that  happens,  the  point  of  vigj 
is  the  perspective  of  the  opposing  team,  not 
beloved  Cardinals. 

Paul  ran  into  the  same  problem  with 
church  in  Corinth.  (I  doubt  he  got  very  good  7  jN 
reception  in  the  first  century!)  The  Christia 
there  were  choosing  up  sides  and  neither  si 
had  much  respect  for  the  other.  This  debate  w 
not  the  Paul-Apollos-Cephas-Christ  divisi* 
we  met  in  1  Corinthians  1.  This  squabble  we 
of  all  things,  about  who  was  more  spiritiu 
Which  gift  from  God  was  most  valuable? 
the  best  gift  knowledge  (12:8)?  Is  the  best  g 
the  touch  of  healing  (12:9)?  Is  the  best  gift 
power  of  miracles  (12:10)?  Is  the  best  gift 
word  of  prophecy  (12:10)?  Speaking  in  tongu 
(12:10)? 

Among  the  Corinthians  there  must  have  bet 
those  who  felt  they  were  watching  an  opposir 
team  when  they  observed  the  active  gifts 
another  Christian.  But  Paul  has  a  word 
correction  for  them:  "Folks,  we  are  all  on 
same  team!"  (That's  a  rough  translation  of 
Corinthians  12:7!)  The  gifts  from  God  are  nx 
for  individual  accomplishment.  The  gifts  fror 
God  are  not  for  pitting  one  gift  against  anothe 
God's  gifts  are  for  "the  common  good."  (12:7 
Watching  another  person's  spiritual  gift  is  nc 
watching  someone  from  another  team;  it  i 
looking  at  a  teammate  come  to  bat. 

The  kind  of  divisions  that  humankind  create 
(12:13)  come  together  under  the  unify  ing  Spir 
of  God.  It's  not  about  me;  it's  about  us. ..all  c 
us. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Robei 
Turtle,  Jr.  has  written  (Sanctity  Without  Starch 
Bristol  Books):  "All  of  the  passages  that  relat 
to  spiritual  gifts  have  at  least  one  thing  ii 
common — the  gifts  are  always  seen  within  th 
context  of  the  body.  All  gifts  are  given  to  thi 
church,  but  not  necessarily  to  the  individual 
Individuals  receive  only  those  gifts  appropriati 
for  their  particular  sphere  of  influence." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  you 
prayer  begin:  "Open  my  life,  OCod.  that  I  migh 
receive  the  gift  You  have  for  us,  all  of  us. 
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Love  Comes  First 


a1 


James  and  Harry  were  brothers.  While  they 
ere  outside  playing,  their  squabbling  got 
lcreasingly  fierce.  Finally,  Harry  took  a  stick 
nd  hit  his  sibling.    This  attack  led  to  much 
creaming  and  yelling  until  finally  their  mother 
ad  to  come  out  and  separate  the  two.  That 
ight,  their  mother  spoke  to  them  about  living 
i  Dgether  lovingly  as  brothers.  They  nodded  in 
sntative  agreement.  "Harry,'"  she  began,  "Can 
ou  tell  James  that  you  are  sorry  that  you  hit 
im?"   "F'm  sorry,"  Harry  mumbled  without 
inuch  enthusiasm  ."James,"  she  asked.  "Can 
tpl'ou  forgive  your  brother?  You  should  not  go  to 
>ed  angry  with  one  another."  James  pondered 
"or  a  moment  and  replied,  "Yes,  I  can  forgive 
lim  tonight,  but  if  1  am  not  dead  in  the  morning 
Jie  had  better  watch  out!" 

It's  tough  to  love  with  no  strings  attached. 

0  can  love  you  pretty  well  if  you  meet  my 
conditions  for  such  love!)  In  1  Corinthians  13, 
Jaul  is  speaking,  of  course,  of  agape,  that  self- 

irfjiving  love  seen  most  perfectly  in  Jesus  Christ. 
%  Now  here  is  a  question:  does  agape  have  strings 
it  attached?  At  first  blush,  I  think  I  say  "No";  it  is 
/a  an  unconditional  love.  But  ponder  a  bit  more. 
Perhaps  there  is  string  attached  to  agape.  The 

1  poet  George  Matheson  has  written  "O  Love,  that 
wilt  not  let  me  go..."  That's  the  string!  Love  that 

Idoes  not  let  go:  love  without  end  (13:8).  Love 
I  that  abides-literally  "stays  in  a  given  relation" 
{13:13).  Love  that  endures  all  things  (13:7). 

The  apostle  contrasts  this  kind  of  love 
{agape)  with  all  the  roll  call  of  spiritual  gifts 
listed  in  chapter  12.  He  introduces  this  "love 
chapter"  (chapter  13)  by  saying  "And  I  will 
show  you  a  still  more  excellent  way"  (12:31b). 
'  Love  trumps  all  those  gifts:  apostles,  prophets, 
teachers,  deeds  of  power,  healing,  assistance, 
leadership,  tongues  ( 1 2:28).  What  congregation 
would  not  like  to  have  those  gifts  in  abundance! 
But  agape  is  greater  than  all  these  gifts.  In  a 
sense,  agape  is  the  stick  by  which  all  the  other 
gifts  are  to  be  measured. 

So,  maybe  the  best  love  does  indeed  have 
strings  attached. ..not  the  strings  of  "I'll  get  even 
in  the  morning,"  but  the  strings  of  a  love  that 
will  not  let  go  "even  though."  The  invitation  is 
to  live  love  "even  though." 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Mark 
Haddon's  novel  about  Christopher,  an  autistic 
boy  {The  Curious  Incident  of  the  Dog  in  the 
Night-time,  Doubleday),  the  lad  describes  love 
this  way:  "...loving  someone  is  helping  them 
when  they  get  into  trouble,  and  looking  after 
them,  and  telling  them  the  truth,  and  Father 
looks  after  me  when  I  get  into  trouble,  like 
coming  to  the  police  station,  and  he  looks  after 
me  by  cooking  meals  for  me,  and  he  always  tell 
me  the  truth,  which  means  that  he  loves  me." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  gift  of  love...  " 


"Forgiving  and  Reconciling" 

In  the  New  Testament,  there  are  two  Greek 
words  most  often  translated  as  "forgive".  The 
more  frequently  used  term  is  aphiemi,  which 
literally  means  "to  send  away."  Isn't  that  a 
splendid  way  to  describe  what  it  means  to 
forgive  a  wrong-to  send  it  away! 

But  it  is  the  other  word  that  Paul  has  chosen 
in  this  week's  text  (2  Corinthians  2:7,  10): 
charizomai.  This  word  carries  the  impact  of 
granting  a  favor;  in  other  words,  there  is  no 
question  whether  or  not  the  forgiveness  is 
deserved;  it  is  not  deserved.  The  root  of  the  word 
is  the  same  as  the  root  for  the  word  "grace." 

Let's  follow  this  thought:  God  gives  us  grace 
whether  we  accept  it  or  not.  Paul  invites  the 
Corinthians  to  forgive  whether  the  wrongdoer 
repents  or  not.  Of  course,  there  is  joy  when 
there  is  repentance  (2  Corinthians  7:10).  The 
forgiveness  opens  the  door  for  repentance. 

If  I  still  hold  a  grudge  because  of  what  you 
did  to  me,  you  still  hold  control  over  me.  If  I 
forgive  you  (and  send  the  wrong  away)  even 
though  you  do  not  deserve  it,  your  wrongdoing 
has  lost  its  control  over  me. 

One  interesting  dimension  to  this  week's 
discussion  of  forgiveness  is  the  way  in  which  what 
has  apparently  been  one  individual  wronging 
another  individual  has  become  a  matter  for 
the  community.  (Look  at  2  Corinthians  2:5,  8, 
10.)  Our  sin  toward  one  another  spreads  like  an 
insidious  mildew.  The  whole  community  is  hurt 
by  the  shot  that  is  aimed  at  even  one  member. 
(In  a  nearby  county,  a  man  murdered  two  people; 
all  ofhis  neighbors  told  the  television  reporters, 
"This  has  torn  up  our  whole  community.") 

The  nature  of  the  fabric  of  the  Christian 
community  is  such  that  a  tear  in  one  place  often 
becomes  a  damaging  rip  across  the  whole  piece 
of  cloth.  No  wonder  Paul  invites  the  whole 
Corinthian  church  to  join  him  in  forgiving  the 
wrong  doer! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Wishful 
Thinking:  A  Theological  ABC  (Harper  and 
Row),  Frederick  Buechner  has  written:  "In  the 
first  place,  forgiveness  that's  conditional  isn't 
really  forgiveness  at  all,  just  Fair  Warning, 
and  in  the  second  place  our  unforgivingness  is 
among  those  things  about  us  which  we  need  to 
have  God  forgive  us  most." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  God  of  Love  in  the  present 
tense,  tear  from  my  heart  the  pride  that  would 
keep  me  from  offering  forgiveness  to  those 
who  have  hurt  me  and  break  from  my  will  the 
stubbornness  that  keeps  me  from  seeking  the 
forgiveness  of  those  whom  I  have  wounded. 
You  have  wanted  better  for  me  than  I  have  been 
willing  to  accept,  so  grant  now  the  forgiveness 
for  a  new  beginning ..." 


'Giving  Generously" 

If  all  of  the  references  to  money,  treasure, 
and  mammon  were  removed  from  the  four 
gospels  (Matthew,  Mark,  Luke,  John),  those 
testimonies  to  Christ  would  be  reduced  by  one- 
sixth.  It  is  therefore  not  a  surprise  that  money 
and  collections  and  helping  the  poor  make  up  a 
large  thrust  in  Paul's  epistles.  The  apostle  says 
flat  out  that  generosity  is  the  harvest  from  the 
grace  of  God  (2  Corinthians  8:1).  Giving  is  part 
of  what  it  is  to  have  Christ  in  one's  life. 

Although  it  happened  almost  a  quarter  of  a 
century  ago,  1  still  recall  how  poorly  1  responded 
to  one  person's  desire  to  share  generously.  I  was 
pastor  of  an  urban  church  and  frequently  had 
people  come  in  off  the  street  to  get  help.  One 
regular  was  Mrs.  Clodfelter.  Her  needs  were 
many  and  often  the  church  was  able  to  assist. 
One  day,  Mrs.  Clodfelter  came  to  my  office  and 
I  braced  myself  for  her  newest  request.  Instead 
of  asking,  however,  she  said,  "Reverend,  I  have 
tried  to  make  some  money  by  roasting  some 
peanuts  to  sell.  And  I  want  to  give  you  a  bag  of 
my  peanuts."  How  silly  and  arrogant  of  me  to 
do  what  I  did!  "No.  Mrs.  Clodfelter,""  1  replied, 
'"thank  you.  but  why  don*t  you  keep  that  bag  of 
peanuts  and  sell  it  too?"  1  wish  1  could  take  back 
that  moment,  but  even  now  I  feel  the  hurt  in  her 
eyes  as  she  left,  saying,  "Why  won't  you  let  me 
have  a  chance  to  give?" 

In  this  week's  study  text,  Paul  is  trying  to 
give  the  Corinthian  church  a  chance  to  give. 
He  encourages  them  by  pointing  to  the  example 
of  the  poor  Macedonian  churches  (8:1-2).  He 
invites  them  to  build  on  their  meager  earlier 
gifts  (8: 10-11).  He  challenges  them  to  give  with 
eagerness  (8:12).  (  The  NRSV  translates  the 
word  as  "eagerness."  The  King  James  Version 
translates  the  word  as  "willing."  The  literal 
meaning  of  the  word  is  "forward  in  spirit.") 

Paul's  advice  is:  Let  your  eagerness  be 
matched  by  your  giving  according  to  your  means 
(8:11).  This  is  good  advice  to  an  individual,  but 
in  this  Corinthian  letter,  Paul  is  addressing  the 
entire  community  (8:1).  Within  the  Christian 
community  of  mutual  accountability,  we  need 
to  hold  one  another  responsible  for  generous 
giving.  Jesus  Christ  has  shown  us  the  way  (8:9). 
As  Fred  Pratt  Green  has  written,  "Lord,  reprove, 
inspire  us,  by  the  way  you  give;  teach  us,  dying 
Savior,  how  true  Christians  live."  {United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  no.  592) 

A  good  place  to  start  might  even  be  a  bag  of 
peanuts. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  Bill  Easum  has 
written  {Unfreezing  Moves:  Following  Jesus  Into 
the  Mission  Field,  Abingdon  Press):  "The  goal 
of  radical  generosity  is  for  people  to  reach  the 
point  w  here  their  standard  of  giving  determines 
their  standard  of  living  rather  than  their  standard 
of  living  determining  their  standard  of  giving." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Generous  God... " 


By  F.  Bel  ton  Joyner,  Jr. 

August  20.  2006 

Text:  2  Corinthians  9:1-15 
"Reasons  for  Giving" 


My  family  knows  that  I  keep  a  daily  journal. 
Sometimes  it  is  like  a  diary  (What  did  1  do 
today?);  sometimes  it  is  more  like  a  reflective 
piece  (How  have  I  experienced  God  today?; 
sometimes  it  is  more  like  an  emotion-pulse- 
taking  (What  got  me  excited  today?).  After  I 
die,  family  members  will  read  those  pages  and 
perhaps  get  to  know  me  better. 

There  is,  however,  another  way  they  can  get 
to  know  me  better.  For  whatever  compulsive 
reason.  I  have  saved  the  stub  or  entry  of  every 
check  1  have  written.  That  collection  is  going  to 
tell  them  a  whole  lot  about  me!  (1  hope  they  will 
note  that  the  first  check  each  month  was  written 
to  Westside  Church  or  Pine  Valley  or  Oleander 
or  Mount  Bethel  or  Highland  or  Mebane  or 
Trinity  or  Ldenton  Street  or  Bethany.)  It  is  hard 
to  hide  values  in  a  checkbook.  W  hat  1  think  is 
important  is  going  to  show  up  there.  "Where 
your  treasure  is,  there  your  heart  will  be  also." 

Paul  is  not  very  subtle  is  making  his  financial 
encouragement  of  the  Corinthian  church.  He 
notes  that  the  church  in  Corinth  is  eager  (9:2), 
full  of  zeal  (9:2),  ready  (9:3),  bountiful  (9:5), 
giving  (9:5),  cheerful  (9:7),  sharing  (9:8), 
generous  (9:13).  After  making  this  list  of  all 
the  good  qualities  in  the  stewardship  of  the 
Corinthians,  he  closes  the  account  by  writing, 
"Thanks  be  to  God  for  his  indescribable  gift 
(9:15)!"  When  push  comes  to  shove,  the  gift  is 
from  God;  we  only  are  conduit! 

The  root  of  the  word  "cheerful"  ["God  loves 
a  cheerful  giver  (9:7)"]  is  the  same  as  the  root 
for  our  English  word  "hilarious."  Maybe  this 
is  what  is  meant  by  "laughing  all  the  way  to  the 
bank!"  I  doubt  that  many  finance  committee 
are  giggling  with  joy  as  they  prepare  a  church 
budget.  But  Paul  is  inviting  the  Corinthians  (and 
us)  to  have  joy  in  our  giving,  to  have  pleasure  in 
our  offering,  to  be  cheerful  in  our  sharing. 

2  Corinthians  9:7  is  the  only  place  in  the  New 
Testament  to  use  this  word  translated  "cheerful." 
Am  I  pushing  the  point  too  much  to  suggest 
that  perhaps  there  is  a  unique  delight  in  faithful 
stewardship,  in  generous  giving,  which  does 
not  come  in  any  other  form?  What  gift  is  God 
wanting  to  deploy  through  me,  through  you, 
(continued  on  page  14) 
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through  our  congregations?  In  what  way  have 
1  clogged  up  the  pipeline  through  which  God 
wants  to  reach  the  poor,  the  needy,  the  broken, 
the  lonely,  the  unsaved,  the  desperate?  How  am 
I  bearing  witness  to  how  God's  grace  has  been 
poured  abundantly  into  my  life? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  An 
Unexpected  Journey  (Westminster  John  Knox), 
Philip  Wogatnan  asks  a  question:  "Why  is  it  that 
a  highly  specific  personal  request  from  a  pastor... 
to  serve  in  a  particular  way  (for  example,  as 
chair  of  a  committee  or  church  school  teacher)  is 
accepted  as  appropriate  even  if  it  cannot  be  done, 
but  a  request  for  money  raises  questions?" 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Giver  of  all  good  gifts..." 


shout  of  a  fourteen  year  old  friend.  Thank  you, 
Ben  Stanley. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said:  In  Gi/ead 
(Farrar,  Straus,  Giroux),  Marilynne  Robinson's 
novel  about  a  mid  western  pastor,  the  main 
character  says,  "I  thought  he  should  be  aware 
that  grace  is  not  so  poor  a  thing  that  it  can  not 
present  itself  in  any  number  of  ways.." 

Prayer:  As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin  hi  the  midst  cf  lift  s  daily  flow- 
sometimes  clear,  sometimes  cloudy,  sometimes 
calm,  sometimes  turgid — You  come  with  your 
bountiful  care.  Great  God  of  love!  Great  God 
of  grace!  Come  even  if  I  do  not  see  You;  come 
even  if  I  do  not  name  You...  " 


August  27,  2006     Local  churches  should 


Text:  TCorinthians  12:1-10 
"Leaning  on  Grace" 

It  was  1949.  My  mother  and  sisters  and 
I  were  returning  home  from  the  cemetery  in 
Siler  City  where  we  had  just  buried  my  forty- 
seven  year  old  father.  The  funeral  home  family 
car  drove  slowly  past  places  where  I  had  spent 
happier  days  and  the  whole  community  seemed 
to  be  standing  still.  For  an  eighth  grader,  it  was 
a  long  and  difficult  ride. 

We  passed  a  neighborhood  gas  station.  Out  the 
car  window,  I  saw  my  classmate,  Ben  Stanley. 
He  noted  the  funeral  car  and  recognized  that  I 
was  in  it.  At  first,  he  just  waved.  Then,  he  waved 
vigorously,  and  shouted  loudly  enough  for  me  to 
hear  behind  the  closed  windows:  "Hey,  Belton! 
How  ya*  doing!" 

Strange  to  say,  when  Ben  yelled  out  like 
that,  I  went  from  a  self-contained  sadness  into 
a  spirit  of  hope.  Ben  never  knew  that  what  he 
was  saying  to  me  was  "The  world  goes  on.  Life 
continues.  Friends  still  are  around.  Folks  care." 
That  was  not  a  bad  gift  from  an  eighth  grader 
who  probably  never  thought  that  he  was  giving 
such  a  gift. 

All  of  this  came  to  mind  as  I  read  this  week's 
text  about  God's  sufficient  grace  in  the  midst  of 
our  weakness  (2  Corinthians  12:9).  Who  knows 
how  that  grace  will  be  shaped?  Who  knows 
from  whom  it  will  come?  Who  knows  when  it 
will  appear?  All  we  know  is  that  it  is  sufficient 
(12:9). 

Paul  does  not  pretend  that  life's  hard  moments 
are  sent  to  us  by  God  in  order  to  make  us 
stronger.  He  calls  it  as  it  is:  "a  messenger  of 
Satan"  (12:7).  Perhaps  our  very  vulnerability, 
our  very  inadequacy,  our  very  weakness  is 
precisely  the  space  God  needs  to  bring  to  us  the 
grace  which  will  sustain  us. 

In  the  midst  of  affliction,  it  is  hard  to  sort 
through  the  pain  and  find  the  gift  of  God's 
good  grace.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  grace  that 
sometimes  it  is  best  seen  in  a  rear-view  mirror 
(or  as  Paul  says  in  1  Corinthians  13:12,  "in  a 
miiTor  dimly").  It  is  in  the  nature  of  grace  that 
sometimes  it  is  hidden  in  Bread  and  Cup  at  the 
Lord's  Table  or  hidden  in  the  holy  conferencing 
of  a  church  meeting  or  hidden  in  the  intruding 


be  prepared  for  the 
hurricane  season 

Each  local  church  should  be  prepared 
with  a  disaster  plan,  especially  since  the 
hurricane  season  has  arrived. 

A  place  one  can  begin  preparation  can 
be  found  on  the  MERCI  web  site,  www. 
merciumc.org.  MERCI  is  the  hub  for 
disaster  response  in  the  NC  Conference. 

Once  on  the  site,  select  "Disaster 
Response"  on  the  left  and  the  select 
"Local  Church  Guide"  and  "Local  Church 
Preparation."  These  are  but  two  topics  that 
can  help.  Explore  the  site  for  additional 
information. 

Another  conference  site  with  links  to 
disaster  response  is  the  missions  site,  www. 
nccmissions.org. 

New  Bible  translation 
directed  toward  children 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  —  In 
the  New  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the 
Bible  the  book  of  Psalms  begins  with  the 
word  "happy,"  and  it  is  used  26  times  in 
the  rest  of  the  book.  The  word  is  only  used 
20  times  in  the  rest  of  the  Old  Testament. 
Children  will  learn  fun  facts  like  this  in 
the  Children "s  Bible,  a  new  edition  of  the 
NRSV  Bible  created  especially  for  them. 

Published  by  Abingdon  Press,  this  new 
study  Bible  "presents  the  message  of  Jesus 
in  vivid  and  compelling  ways,"  says  Neil 
Alexander,  president  and  publisher  of  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House.  "The 
Bible  has  illustrations  to  draw  children  in 
and  includes  notes  throughout  the  text  that 
help  them  experience  God  and  discover 
how  God  wants  them  to  live."  Abingdon  is 
an  imprint  of  the  Publishing  House.  Details 
are  available  at  www.cokesbury.com. 


Conference  Calendar 


Compiles  from  the  Conference  Calendar  as  listed  on  www.nccumc.org 


JUNE.  2006 


4 
11 


6/14-6/17 

18 

6/19-6/24 

20 
6/24-7/01 
6/27-6/30 


6/28-07/02 
Daytona  Beach,  FL 
29 


JULY.  2006 

4 

7/17-7/22 


Sexual  Ethics  Training  Event;  Westover  UMC;  Raleig 

9:30am  -  4:30pm 

Pentecost 

Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  (to  be  observed  w/  special 
offering  as  directed  by  the  General  Conference 
Trinity  Sunday 
Annual  Conference 
Father's  Day 

Summer  Breakaway  for  Youth 

Children's  March  on  the  State  Capitol;  1pm 

Appalachian  Trail  Hike 

SEJ  Historical  Society  Annual  Meeting;  Duke  Divinit 
School;  Durham  Moving  Day  for  clergy  who  are 
changing  appointments 

Harambee  Youth  Event,  Bethune-Cookman  College, 

Orientation  for  Pastors  New  to  the  NC  Conference, 
Hayes  Barton  UMC:  Raleigh,  8:30am-4:30pm 


Independence  Day  (UMB  closed) 

Annual  Conference  Session  for  Youth  (ACS) 


Pastors,  laity  differ  on  spending  priorities 


WASHINGTON  (RNS)  —  A  survey  of 
Protestant  clergy  and  churchgoers  shows 
significant  differences  in  the  ways  the 
groups  would  spend  an  unexpected  surge 
in  income  in  their  churches. 

The  top  priority  for  clergy  was  to 
improve  church  facilities.  About  half  as 
many  laypeople  agreed,  but  they  would 
also  want  to  retire  church  debt  and  help 
the  needy.  The  studies,  conducted  by 
Ellison  Research,  compared  responses 
to  companion  surveys  of  504  Protestant 
pastors  and  1,184  congregants  who  attend 
church  at  least  once  per  month. 

The  survey  found  that  31  percent  of 
pastors  would  spend  a  "sudden  financial 
windfall"  on  buildings  or  facilities, 
compared  to  1 7  percent  of  lay  people. 

Published  in  the  May/June  edition  of 
Facts  &  Times,  the  study  provided  options 
for  pastors  and  churchgoers  to  select  their 
priorities  for  spending  a  sudden  swell  in  the 
budget.  Eighteen  percent  of  churchgoers 
and  12  percent  of  clergy  chose  paying  off 
debts  as  a  main  concern.  Laity  and  clergy 
from  larger  churches  were  more  likely  to 


stress  this  than  those  from  small  or  mediu! 
sized  churches. 

Spending  on  social  programs  was 
priority  for  18  percent  of  laity  but  ji 
6  percent  of  pastors.  Evangelism  w 
identified  as  a  primary  concern  for  bo 
groups,  with  26  percent  of  clergy  and 
percent  of  laity  saying  money  should  j 
toward  those  efforts.  The  survey  al 
concluded  that  only  1  percent  of  clerj 
would  raise  staff  pay  or  benefits.  Selle 
noted  that  "virtually  all  clergy  are  thinkit 
first  about  their  church,  their  community, 
the  world  at  large  before  their  own  needs 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 


STAINED  GLASS  STUDIOS,  INC. 

statesvIlle,  NC 
1-800-820-1292 

www.lawsstainedgla8S.com 


Let's  Journey  To... 

Jordan/Israel/Palestine 
Feb  11  -  20, 2007 

"Women  Rooted  in  Faith"  is  a  unique 
pilgrimage  which  will  focus  on  the 
Women  of  the  Bible  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  professional  Biblical 
storyteller.  Space  is  limited  ~  Call 
today  for  more  information. 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI  •  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714*  919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  of 

?  Music.  Start  date  07/01/06. 
Proficiency  needed  in  organ 
and  keyboard  and  choral  and 

f  instrumental  conducting.  Apply 
with  references  to  Nashville  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.  O.  Box  86, 
Nashville,  NC  27856.  252-459- 
7178. 


Classifieds 


EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH 

-  Cottage  for  Christian  families. 
Second  row,  sleeps  eight  or  more. 
Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  a/c, 
phone  and  cable.  No  pets.  $850  per 
week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special 
arrangements  for  youth  groups  up 
to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean  Tunstall, 
5273  Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC 
27504  919-934-4401 


Deaths 


WINS  TEAD.  SR..  Arthur  W.  (RA:  retired) 
died  May  5.  Funeral  services  were  held 
Mav  8  in  Raleigh. 


LEE,  Catherine  Parrish,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Lee  (GO:  Antioch,  retired  supply) 
died  May  1 5.  A  celebration  of  her  life  was 
held  May  1.8  at  Benson  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Groups  join  campaign  against  torture 


Members  of  more  than  three  dozen  faith 
organizations  have  joined  the  recently 
formed  National  Religious  Campaign 
Against  Torture. 

Writing  to  leaders  of  the  35  member 
denominations  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  the  Rev.  Bob  Edgar.  NCC  chief 
executive,  noted  that  the  "issue  of  torture 
by  the  United  States  has  been  of  concern 
to  Americans  of  faith  and  of  conscience 


since  the  first  pictures  of  Abu  Ghraib  were 
transmitted  around  the  world." 

Last  November,  the  NCC  2005  General 
Assembly  issued  "A  Statement  on  the 
Disavowal  of  Torture."  As  part  of  the 
council's  ongoing  initiative  to  stop  such 
inhumane  practices,  Edgar  is  urging  each 
denomination  to  consider  supporting  the 
campaign.  Details  can  be  found  at  www. 
nrcat.org.  (UMNS) 


Faith,  action  converge  at  UMM  Assembly 


ANAHEIM,  Calif.  (UMNS)  —  In  a 
time  when  war.  terrorism,  environmental 
calamity  and  unchecked  poverty  and 
disease  are  looming  fears.  United  Methodist 
Women  can  still  make  practical  expressions 
of  their  faith. 

That  was  Jan  Love's  closing  message  to 
participants  at  the  2006  United  Methodist 
Women's  Assembly.  Love  is  chief 
executive  of  the  Women's  Division,  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


The  nearly  7,000  assembly  participants 
filled  out  '"money  transfer  forms"  to  lobby 
Congress  for  a  more  just  budget;  raised  in 
excess  of  $20,000  for  mission  through  an 
early-morning,  3.1  -mile  walk  and  delivered 
more  than  2,000  handmade  prayer  shawls  for 
later  distribution  by  mission  institutions. 

Love  said  she  considered  the  assembly  a 
"family  reunion,"  strengthening  community 
and  "deepening  people's  understanding  of 
their  own  faith  journey." 


Summit  focuses  on  need  to  recruit  young  clergy 


ATLANTA  (UMNS)  —  United 
Methodist  leaders  are  forming  an  advisory 
team  to  help  develop  a  plan  for  recruiting 
young  clergy  —  a  group  that  one  expert 
calls  an  endangered  species  in  the  church. 

Forming  the  team  was  proposed  at  a 
May  1-3  summit  that  brought  experts  in 
the  recruitment  and  development  of  young 
clergy  leadership.  Once  it's  formed,  the 
team  will  devise  a  national  plan  that  will  go 
into  effect  during  the  next  year. 

The  Rev.  Lovett  Weems.  director  of 


the  Lewis  Center  for  Church  Leadership 
at  United  Methodist-related  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
identified  several  issues  the  church  must 
address  to  remove  young  clergy  from  the 
endangered  list. 

"The  church  itself  must  change,"  Weems 
said.  The  issue  of  enlisting  younger  quality 
clergy  must  be  seen  side  by  side  with  the 
quality  and  vitality  of  the  church  itself,  he 
said. 


June  2006  -  The  North  Carolna  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  Page  15 

Debate,  dialogue  to  continued  on 
pastor  denying  membership  to  gay 

A  UMNS  Report 
Bv  Neill  Caldwell* 


On  May  2,  the  Judicial  Council  handed 
down  rulings  from  its  recent  meeting 
in  Overland  Park,  Kan.,  including  the 
denial  of  appeals  of  Decisions  1031  and 
1032.  Those  two  decisions,  rendered  last 
October,  dealt  with  the  Rev.  Ed  Johnson  of 
South  Hill  (Va.)  United  Methodist  Church, 
who  prevented  a  practicing  gay  man  from 
becoming  a  member  in  the  church. 

The  Judicial  Council  ruled  that  a  senior 
pastor  does  have  the  right  to  determine  who 
is  ready  to  take  membership,  and  that  the 
Virginia  Conference  had  violated  Johnson's 
right  to  due  process.  Johnson,  who  had 
been  placed  on  leave  by  the  conference, 
was  reinstated  to  his  appointment  at  South 
Hill  following  the  council's  decision. 

Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  of  the 
Texas  Annual  Conference,  said  she  was 
disappointed  that  the  church  court  did  not 
vote  to  reconsider  the  rulings,  but  said  she 
"respects  the  Judicial  Council  and  their 
process."  Huie  began  a  two-year  term  as 
president  of  the  denomination's  Council  of 
Bishops  this  month. 

She  said  she  also  agreed  with  comments 
made  in  a  concurring  opinion  issued  with 
the  ruling  that  "it  is  time  for  the  issues 
addressed  in  Decision  1032  to  now  be 
debated  by  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
as  is  occurring." 

"I  agree  that  this  larger  issue  belongs  to  the 
church,  and  the  proper  place  for  the  debate 
to  continue  is  in  our  church,  specifically  at 
the  2008  General  Conference,"  she  said. 
"We  will  continue  our  dialogue  on  how  the 
church  responds  to  homosexuals." 

Huie  declined  to  speculate  as  to 
what  might  happen  at  the  next  General 
Conference,  which  will  be  held  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  in  late  April,  2008. 

Bishop  Charlene  P.  Kammerer  of  Virginia, 
a  principal  in  the  two  Johnson  cases,  said 
May  3  that  she  was  disappointed  in  the 
Judicial  Council's  response,  but  added: 
"I  will  do  my  part  by  modeling  Christian 
conversation  and  civility  within  our  family 
of  United  Methodists  here  in  Virginia  as 
this  conversation  continues. 

"As  I  reflect  on  the  concurring  and 
dissenting  statements  issued  by  the  council, 
I  recognize  that  the  Judicial  Council  is  split 
in  its  opinion,  resulting  in  a  five  to  four 
vote,"  said  Kammerer,  who  filed  one  of 
the  appeals  for  reconsideration.  "1  believe 
that  members  of  the  Judicial  Council 
have  signaled  their  encouragement  for 
the  wider  church  to  continue  in  Christian 


BISHOP  JANICE  HUIE 

conferencing  around  the  important  issues 
at  stake.  I  believe  those  issues  include  the 
meaning  of  membership,  inclusiveness  and 
our  Wesleyan  understandings  about  grace. 

"1  understand  that  the  Judicial  Council 
is  charged  with  interpreting  church  law." 
she  said.  "However,  it  is  only  the  General 
Conference  of  our  denomination  that  makes 
and  changes  church  law." 

The  United  Methodist  Church's  Book 
of  Discipline  holds  that  homosexuals 
are  people  of  sacred  worth  but  that  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  is  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.  It  also  bans  the 
performance  of  same-sex  unions  by  United 
Methodist  clergy  and  in  United  Methodist 
sanctuaries. 

Huie  said  that  as  questions  about  the 
Judicial  Council's  decisions  arise,  "I  would 
ask  pastors  to  work  with  their  churches  and 
district  superintendents  and  their  bishop  as 
we  follow  the  teachings  of  Jesus  and  uphold 
the  Discipline  as  faithfully  as  we  can." 

She  said  she  would  direct  clergy  and 
laity  in  her  own  conference  to  look  at  the 
statement  issued  by  the  Council  of  Bishops 
last  fall.  "We  continue  to  stand  by  that,"  she 
said. 

In  that  Nov.  2  pastoral  letter,  issued  after 
the  Judicial  Council's  original  rulings,  the 
Council  of  Bishops  said  homosexuality 
should  not  prevent  people  from  becoming 
members  of  a  United  Methodist  Church. 
"While  pastors  have  the  responsibility 
to  discern  readiness  for  membership, 
homosexuality  is  not  a  barrier,"  the  bishops 
said. 

*Neill  Caldwell  is  a  freelance  writer 
based  in  High  Point. 
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Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Historical 
Society  Annual  Meeting 

 The  Garber  Era  

June  27  -  30, 2006 
Duke  Divinity  School,  Chapel  Drive,  Durham,  NC 


Bishop  Paul  Neff  Garber 

Bishop  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
February- 1951  to  July  1968 

Open  to  all  persons  wishing  to  reminisce  or  explore  for  the  first  time  the 
transformation  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  under  the  leadership  of 
Bishop  Garber.  The  event  will  include  seminars  led  by  Richard  Heitzenrater, 
Jim  Pyatt,  and  Patricia  Thompson,  as  well  as  worship  led  by  Bishop  Al  Gwinn, 
Dean  Greg  Jones  of  Duke  Divinity  School,  and  Dr.  Charles  Michael  Smith. 
Participants  may  tour  the  Duke  University  campus  on  Wednesday  afternoon 
and  join  a  bus  tour  on  Thursday  which  will  visit  historical  places  such  as 
Methodist  College,  The  United  Methodist  Retirement  Home  campuses,  Camp 
Rockfish,  and  Prospect  United  Methodist  Church  in  Maxton. 

Registration  information  with  registration  form  and  costs  may  be    '  . 

downloaded  from 
http:/AAww.nccumc.org/docs/nccarchives/NS2006.pdf 

or  call  Laura  Bailey  at  the  NC  Conference  office,  1-800-849-4433 


Walking  in  Light  of  God  guides  1 3 1  st  conference 


Second  meeting  in  Greenville 
since  UMC  established  in 
1968 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

Using  the  theme  "'Walking.. .in  the  light 
of  God,"  The  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  met  in  a  new  venue  for  its  1 3 1 st 
gathering. 

During  June  14-17  in  Greenville, 
conference  members  worshiped, 
participated  in  ordination  and  consecration 
services,  celebrated  the  50*  anniversary 
of  the  ordination  of  women  in  the  church, 
celebrated  Higher  Education  and  Campus 
Ministries,  and  took  action  on  budget  and 
insurance  proposals,  17  resolutions,  and 
heard  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  assign  pastors  to 
places  of  ministry. 

Meeting  in  Greenville  is  the  second  time 
in  37  years  the  conference  has  met  east 
of  1-95.  Since  1968  when  The  Methodist 
Church  and  The  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church  merged  to  become  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  conference 
has  met  34  times  in  Fayetteville,  twice  in 
Durham  (1986  and  1972),  once  in  Chapel 
Hill  (1969)  and  twice  in  Greenville  (1970 
and  2006).  (See  page  9  for  an  article  about 
response  to  the  location  change). 

Four  projection  screens,  twice  the 
number  as  in  the  past,  were  used  during  the 
conference  and  members  sat  at  tables  for 
most  of  the  four-day  conference. 

Attending  the  conference  were  1,616  lay 
and  clergy  members.  Conference  Secretary 
Jerry  Bryan  said  the  number  registering  at 
the  conference  was  one  of  the  highest  he 
could  recall. 

Speakers 

Bishop  James  R.  King,  Jr.  of  the  Kentucky 
and  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conferences 
was  the  guest  preacher  for  the  Wednesday 
evening  Service  of  Commissioning  and 
Ordination  and  during  the  Thursday 
(continued  on  page  two) 


Conference  opening  with  worship  and  a  service  of  Holy  Communion. 


Academy  gets  $  1  million  gift,  director 


A  $1  million  challenge  grant  from  a 
Raleigh  couple  will  help  fund  the  Academy 
for  Leadership  Excellence  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  An  executive  director 
has  been  selected  to  direct  the  Academy. 

Don  and  Barbara  Curtis,  members  of 
Edenton  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Raleigh,  presented  the  grant  during  the 
NC  Annual  Conference  on  June  14-17  in 
Greenville. 

This  is  a  tremendous  endorsement  of  the 
Academy  and  the  conference's  "A  Time 
to  Grow  Initiative,"  said  NC  Conference 
Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr.  "We  know 
other  United  Methodist  laity  will  rise  to  the 
challenge.  The  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence  is  truly  one  of  the  highest 
priorities  we  have  in  our  conference." 

On  June  29,  Bishop  Gwinn  announced 
the  selection  of  Dr.  Irene  Brownlee  as 
executive  director  of  the  Academy. 


Bishop  Gwinn  (L-R)  with  Don  and  Barbara  Curtis  who 
lenge  grant  for  the  Academy  for  Leadership  Excellence. 


presented  a  $1  million  dial- 


Page  2  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  July  2006 


*  Walking  in  Light  of  God  guides  131st  conference. 


(continued  from  page  one) 
Ministry  celebration. 

Bishop  CP.  Minnick,  Jr.,  former  Raleigh 
Area  episcopal  leader,  taught  the  morning 
Bible  Studies  (see  page  4).  Preaching  for 
the  Memorial  Service  was  the  Rev.  Eldrick 
Davis  of  the  conference's  Harry  Hosier 
UMC,  and  the  Rev.  Tom  Holtsclaw,  retired, 
presided  during  the  Love  Feast. 

In  his  State  of  the  Church  Address, 
Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr.  reminded 
members  that  the  church  belongs  to  God. 
not  individuals.  He  announced  that  a  $1 
million  challenge  gift  had  been  made  to  the 
Academy  for  Leadership  Excellence  (see 
related  article  on  page  1).  The  Academy  is 
a  means  of  building  healthy  congregations 
and  effective  clergy  leadership. 

He  challenged  the  gathering  to  have  200 
vital,  healthy  congregations  by  June  2008. 

Celebration,  Leadership 

The  conference,  in  addition  to  celebrating 
the  50*  anniversary  of  full  clergy  rights  for 
women  in  American  Methodism  (see  page 
6).  had  an  evening  of  celebration  for  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry.  The 
conference  also  honored  the  ministry  of  19 
retiring  clergy  and  mourned  the  loss  of  31 
clergy  or  clergy  spouses  who  had  died  since 
the  last  conference  year.  Benjamin  Zander, 
co-author  of  The  Art  of  Possibility,  spoke 
at  a  laity  leadership  event  about  leaving 
behind  "downward  spiral  thinking"  and 
living  into  the  world  of  possibility.  He 
encouraged  members  to  react  to  mistakes 
by  declaring,  "'How  fascinating!" 

Before  the  evening  presentation  by 
Zander,  the  conference  observed  a 
celebration  of  the  laity  with  an  Order  of 
the  Day.  In  addition  to  presentations  by  the 
conference  lay  leader  and  leaders  of  United 
Methodist  Men,  United  Methodist  Women, 
United  Methodist  Youth,  and  Lay  Speaking 
Ministries,  lay  ministries  of  the  year  were 
announced  (see  article  on  page  8). 

Financial 

Conference  members  applauded  when 
Ferrell  Blount,  chair  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration, 
said  the  North  Carolina  Conference  is  one 
of  two  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and 
one  of  15  in  the  denomination  to  pay  2005 
apportionments  in  full. 

Members  approved  a  budget  of 
$19,126,670  to  be  raised  in  2007  for  use 
in  2008.  This  represents  an  increase  in  the 
budget  approved  at  the  2005  conference  of 
$536,231  or  2.88%. 

After  debate,  the  conference  turned 
down  the  recommended  increase  in  salary 


for  district  superintendents  based  on  the 
average  salary  increase  for  clergy  across 
the  conference,  and  substituted  $1,579,  the 
dollar  increase  in  the  minimum  salary  for 
clergy  under  full-time  appointment. 

PACT 

Approval  was  given  to  a  proposal  from 
the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  that  the 
conference  join  with  16  other  conferences 
and  the  General  Commission  on  Finance 
and  Administration  to  form  a  Property  and 
Casualty  Trust  (PACT).  The  trust  will  pool 
resources  and  share  risk  for  property  and 
casualty  insurance  coverage. 

The  fee  to  join  the  PACT  is  called  a 
capitalization  fee  and  equals  20%  of  the  first 
year's  premium.  These  capitalization  fees 
are  used  to  fund  the  reserve  requirements  of 
an  insurance  company.  The  PACT  will  give 
local  churches  another  source  for  property 
insurance  coverage  and  should  especially 
help  coastal  area  churches  where  rates  are 
very  high  if  coverage  is  available  at  all. 

Insurance 

A  recommendation  from  the  Conference 
Insurance  Committee  that  health  insurance 
rates  for  the  clergy  and  lay  employees  under 
the  '"active  plan"  in  2007  stay  the  same  as 
the  2006  plan.  Under  the  proposal,  some 
retired  clergy  will  have  a  rate  increase, 
depending  on  the  year  of  retirement  and  the 
number  of  service  years. 

In  addition,  an  adopted  insurance 
committee  recommendation  makes 
conference  insurance  coverage  mandatory 
for  all  full-time  clergy  making  at  least 
minimum  salary  and  under  episcopal 
appointment.  LInder  the  proposal,  effective 
in  2008,  local  churches  must  pay  the  local 
church  portion  effective  at  that  time.  For 
2007.  the  amount  is  $918.02  per  month. 

Resolutions 

Included  in  action  taken  on  17  resolutions 
members  voted  to  dissolve  the  NC  State 
Commission  on  Campus  Ministry;  to 
learn  more  about  the  Religious  Coalition 
for  Reproductive  Choice  and  to  reflect  on 
whether  the  UMC  should  remain  a  member 
of  RCRC;  for  support  of  federal  trust 
responsibility  and  tribal  sovereignty  of  the 
Lumbee  Tribe;  against  a  proposal  to  restrict 
the  use  of  the  property  at  Lake  Junaluska 
to  only  groups  who  uphold  Judeo-Christian 
ideals;  and  defeated  a  resolution  calling 
the  Judicial  Council  Decision  1032  "to  be 
incompatible  with  Christ's  teaching  as  we 
have  come  to  understand  it  in  the  Wesleyan 
tradition." 

A  complete  list  of  resolutions,  with  any 


applicable  changes,  and  conference  action 
can  be  found  at  http://www.nccumc.org/ 
ac2006/resoltlist.htm. 

Other  matters 

In  other  action,  the  conference: 
•Delivered  136  completed  flood  buckets 
(cleaning  kits)  plus  additional  supplies 
for  use  in  assembling  more  flood  buckets, 
220  complete  health  kits  plus  additional 
kit  items,  108  ZOE  school  kits  and  several 
completed  layettes  and  supplies.  These 
additions,  plus  950  cleaning  kits  coming 
from  the  Research  Triangle  Park  Goodwill, 
will  be  available  for  distribution  in  needed 
areas. 

•Celebrated  23  candidates  being 
commissioned  as  probationary  elder  track 
members,  three  ordained  as  deacons  in 
full  connection,  13  ordained  elders  in  full 
connection,  and  recognition  of  orders 
and  reception  into  full  connection  of  one 
member. 

•Adopted  the  Comprehensive  Plan  of 
Inclusiveness  for  2008-2011.  The  plan  is 
similar  to  those  previously  adopted  but 
under  this  plan  each  racial  group  wrote 
their  own  plan. 

•Recognized  Charity  Holland,  a  retired 
layperson,  as  the  United  Methodist 
Association  Welfare  Ministries  Volunteer 
of  the  Year. 

♦Voted  to  ask  the  Conference  Board  of 
Institutions  to  study  the  issue  and  impli- 
cations of  NC  Wesleyan  College  becoming 
a  part  of  the  UNC  System.  In  addition,  the 
study  is  to  include  an  investigation  of  the 
relation  of  our  church-related  colleges  to 
the  conference.  There  is  a  state  legislative 
proposal  that  the  UNC  System  study  the 
issue.  The  college  is  conducting  a  study 
and  one  has  been  initiated  by  Rocky  Mount 
civic  and  business  leaders. 
•Applauded  when  Dr.  Craven  Williams, 
president  of  Greensboro  College,  was 
presented  the  Francis  Asbury  Award  for 
leadership  in  higher  education. 
♦Participated  in  the  Upper  Room  Living 
Prayer  Center  and  bagged  40,000  lbs  of 
sweet  potatoes  to  make  a  difference  for  the 
hungry  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 
•Celebrated  the  chartering  of  Reconciliation 
UMC.  a  multi-cultural  congregation,  and 
commissioned  three  pastors  to  plant  new 
churches. 

•Approved  a  modification  in  the  structure 
of  the  Connectional  Table  to  bring 
programming  and  money  to  the  same 
table. 

♦During  the  mission  presentation,  Helen 
Little,  a  member  of  Home  Memorial  in 
Clayton,  was  recognized  for  a  decade  of 
service  on  the  Mission  Team  and  for  a 


lifetime  of  Christian  service. 
•Members  and  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  -  Refugee  Relief 
celebrated  the  refugee  ministry  of  Christ 
UMC  in  Chapel  Hill. 

•Awards  presented  were: 

-Key  Taylor  Award  for  an  outstanding 
rural  church  to  Shiloh  UMC  of  Franklin 
County  and  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Suzanne 
Cobb 

-Harry  Denman  Award  for  effective 
evangelism  to  layman  Gary  Wayne  Locklear 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  Fairley. 

(continued  on  page  three) 
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(continued  from  page  one) 
xecutive  director  of  the  Academy. 
"With  an  aim  to  be  the  best  post- 
eminary  training  available  for  pastors  and 
aity  anywhere  in  the  US,  the  Academy 
vill  provide  practical  leadership  training 
hrough  the  use  of  classroom  instruction 
ind  professional  career  coaches/mentors,*' 
aid  Dr.  Steve  Compton,  executive  director 
>f  the  conference  office  of  congregational 
ievelopment. 

The  Curtis  challenge  grant  brings  the 
otal  contributed  toward  the  Academy  to 
>ver  $  1 .6  million,  building  on  contributions 
rom  other  United  Methodist  laity.  To 
:ompletely  fund  the  Academy  for  five 
/ears  of  operation,  $3.4  million  remains  to 
k  raised,"  said  Bishop  Gwinn. 

Don  Curtis,  a  life-long  Methodist,  is  head 
)f  Curtis  Media  Group  in  Raleigh.  The 


company  is  based  in  Raleigh  and  through 
its  wholly  owned  and  affiliated  companies, 
now  operates  North  Carolina's  largest 
network  of  stations. 

"We  see  the  Academy  as  an  extension 
of  seminary  and  course  of  study  training 
for  pastors  with  a  specific  practical  and 
leadership  skills  focus.  Training  for  laity 
will  have  a  strong  emphasis.  We  are 
fortunate  to  have  someone  on  board  of  the 
caliber  of  Dr.  Brownlee  to  help  us  create 
the  curriculum,  select  instructors,  and 
identify  first  participants  in  the  Academy 
for  Leadership  Excellence,"  said  Dr. 
Compton. 

A  resident  of  Apex,  Dr.  Brownlee  holds 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  Master  of  Education, 
and  Doctorate  of  Education  degrees  from 
NC  State  University.  In  addition  to  her 
occasional  role  as  a  visitina  assistant 


professor  at  NC  State,  she  has  been 
executive  director  of  the  Raleigh  Adult 
Degree  Program  for  NC  Wesleyan  College 
and  associate  vice  president  of  the  college's 
adult  degree  program. 

Her  expertise  includes  planning, 
designing,  implementing  and  evaluating 
education  programs  and  curricula  for 
adult  learner  systems.  She  is  the  wife  of 
David  Brownlee,  senior  pastor  of  Apex 
United  Methodist  Church.  Dr.  Brownlee 
is  a  participant  and  leader  in  the  United 
Methodist  denomination's  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation. 

A  nationwide  search  for  someone 
to  fill  the  role  of  executive  director  of 
the  Academy  identified  32  candidates. 
Candidates  included  clergy  and  laity  from 
across  the  US  and  Canada,  Dr.  Compton 
said. 


DR.  IRENE  BROWNLEE 
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-Saints  of  God  Stewardship  Award  for 
outstanding  Christian  stewardship  and 
service  to:  Wesley  Chapel  in  the  Goldsboro 
District,  Pinehurst  in  the  Sanford  District, 
and  Saint  Andrews  in  the  Raleigh  District. 

Set  the  2007  minimum  salary  for  full- 
time  pastors  under  episcopal  appointment 
at  $37,459.  The  2007  minimum  salary  for 
student  pastors  will  be  $24,348. 

HeSrd  Ernest  B.  Mensah,  a  native 
of  Ghana  and  2006  graduate  of  Claflin 
University,  thank  the  conference  for 
100%  support  of  the  Black  College  Fund 
apportionment. 

•Members  were  encouraged  to  use 
accumulated  assets  through  planned  giving 
"to  undergird  the  mission  and  ministry  of 
our  church."  UM  Legacy  Partners  were 
cited  as  a  group  that  could  assist  with 
planned  giving  in  the  local  church. 

Adopted  a  motion  for  each  congregation 
to  name  a  legacy  leader  and  to  hold  the 
second  Sunday  in  September  as  Legacy 
Building  Sunday. 

■  Heard  about  the  Disciple  Bible 
Outreach  Ministries  work  in  prisons,  and 
youth  detention  centers,  and  with  small 
membership  churches  made  possible  mainly 
from  a  grant  from  the  Duke  Endowment. 

>  Learned  that  goals  of  the  Conference 
Committee  on  Disability  Concerns  are 
to  have  a  NAMI  chapter  in  every  district, 
caring  for  the  caregivers,  and  encouraging 
churches  to  offer  elder  care.  A  mental  health 
conference  was  announced  for  November  7 


at  St.  Mark's  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

•  Recognized  Jim  Winkler,  executive 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  who  spoke  to  the  conference, 
and  Bill  Bryant,  president  of  Mount  Olive 
Pickle  Company,  a  member  of  First  UMC 
in  Mt.  Olive,  for  his  work  in  developing  a 
model  home  for  migrant  farm  workers  (See 
related  article  on  page  14). 


•  Recognized  Stephen  Drachler,  director 
for  public  information  at  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville,  TN. 

•  During  the  informing  but  mostly 
humerous  Cokesbury  Fashion  Show, 
members  learned  that  Tarheel  or  Duke 
stoles  are  available,  as  well  as  a  camouflage 
robe,  and  that  Bishop  Gwinn  can  dribble 
a  basketball  rather  well  while  wearing  a 


University  of  Kentucky  Wildcats  robe. 

•Membership  stands  at  236,635,  up 
1.098%  from  the  previous  year.  Average 
attendance  at  the  principal  weekly  worship 
service(s)  is  86,024,  or  down  2.796. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director 
of  communications  and  Advocate  editor. 
Assisting  with  this  report  were  Reggie 
Ponder,  Jr.  and  Taylor  Mills. 


Bishop  Minnick  shares  Bible  Study  gift  with  conference 

In  answering  the  question  he  said,  '"The 
peace  of  God  comes  to  those  who  walk  and 
live  each  day  in  a  manner  that  is  worthy  of 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 


Bishop  CP.  Minnick,  Jr.  returned  to  the 
2006  Annual  Conference  as  the  Bible  Study 
teacher. 

He  was  the  episcopal  leader  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  from  1985-1996  and 
led  Annual  Conference  morning  Bible 
Studies  during  those  years. 

On  Thursday  morning,  June  15,  Bible 
Study  he  selected  the  book  of  Philippians 
and  creatively  incorporated  the  conference 
theme,  "Walking  ...in  the  Light  of  God." 

He  said,  like  Paul,  we  must  ask  Christ, 
"Who  are  you?"  and  "What  would  you  have 
me  to  do?"  to  walk  in  the  light  of  God. 

On  Friday,  Bishop  Minnick  continued  to 
use  Philippians  in  the  Bible  Study. 

"  We  are  called  as  a  community  of  faith 
to  put  people  in  touch  with  Jesus  Christ," 
he  said. 

To  laity  he  said,  "If  you  hold  your 
preacher  daily  in  your  heart  and  prayers 
your  preacher  will  not  fail." 

To  clergy  he  said,  "If  you  hold  your  laity 


daily  in  your  heart  and  prayers  your  laity- 
will  not  fail." 

"Is  your  life  worthy  of  the  Gospel?"  he 
asked. 


BISHOP  CP.  MINNICK  JR. 
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'Church  leaders  must  be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit' 


Bishop  Gwinn  offers  State  of 
the  Church  address 

By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

Those  who  would  lead  the  church  must 
be  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  Bishop  Alfred 
Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr.  said  in  the  State  of 
the  Church  address  that  opened  the  2006 
session  of  the  N.C.  Annual  Conference. 

Clergy  and  laity  need  to  cooperate  in  the 
emergence  of  Spirit-led,  "Acts  2"  churches, 
he  said. 

During  his  sermon  at  the  opening  worship 
service  on  Wednesday,  June  14,  Bishop 
Gwinn  spoke  about  the  two  legs  that  would 
carry  the  church  into  dynamic  ministry: 

•  Effective,  visionary  clergy  leadership 

•  Healthy,  vibrant  congregations. 

One  initiative  to  strengthen  Christian 
leadership  for  congregations  is  the  Academy 
for  Leadership  Excellence.  Bishop  Gwinn 
announced  that  a  donor  couple  was  giving  a 
$1  million  matching  grant  to  help  fund  the 
academy.  Later  in  the  conference  Don  and 
Barbara  Curtis  of  Edenton  Street  UMC  in 
Raleigh  presented  the  $1  million  challenge 
gift. 

Bishop  Gwinn  said  that  the  search 
committee  soon  would  name  an  executive 
director  for  the  academy  and  that  the 
director  would  begin  work  July  15. 

One  way  to  strength  clergy  leadership  is 
for  every  congregation  to  help  pastors  find 
a  healthy  balance,  including  the  rest  and 
recreation  necessary  to  effective  ministry. 
Means  of  grace  are  essential  to  clergy 
morale,  he  said. 

He  told  the  conference's  laity  that  pastors 
should  take  at  least  two  to  three  days  of 
spiritual  renewal  annually  and  at  least  one 
month  of  sabbatical  every  four  years. 

Some  clergy  are  forming  clergy  wellness 
groups  to  hold  each  other  accountable  for 
exercise,  rest,  learning  and  recreation. 

"May  all  of  us  treat  our  bodies  and  minds 
like  temples  of  the  living  God,  which  the 
Scriptures  tell  us  that  they  are,"  Bishop 
Gwinn  said. 

Pursuing  the  second  leg  -  vibrant, 
healthy  congregations  -  means  treating 
congregations  as  disciple-making  centers. 

"If  we  fail  at  this  task,  we  fail  overall," 
he  said. 

But  Methodism  is  and  always  has  been 
connectional. 

"We  are  responsible  for  and  to  each 
other."  he  said.  "We  belong  to  each  other  at 
the  same  time  that  we  belong  to  God." 

Bishop  Gwinn  cited  George  Morris,  who 
said  that  research  and  practice  in  missions 


indicated  that  growing  churches  shared 
three  characteristics:  commitment  to  the 
authority  and  primacy  of  Scripture,  strong 
christological  convictions,  and  an  openness 
to  the  power  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Bishop  Gwinn  said  that  365  congregations 
in  the  conference  did  not  report  a  single 
profession  of  faith  last  year. 

Risk,  passion  and  sacrifice  are  necessary 
to  effective  congregational  outreach,  he 
said,  adding  that  it  broke  his  heart  that  some 
congregations  had  no  professions  of  faith. 

"Passion  for  the  lost  is  not  an  option  in  the 
Acts  2  church."  he  said.  Likewise,  service 
to  the  needy,  seeking  justice  and  powerful 
prayer  are  basic  to  the  Acts  2  church,  he 
said. 

By  the  2008  session  of  the  annual 
conference,  the  conference  needs  to 
identify  by  name  200  Acts  2  churches  in 
the  conference,  he  said. 

Bishop  Gwinn  also  noted  that  the 
conference  lost  2,796  in  average  weekly 
worship  attendance  last  year. 

The  conference  wil  1  define  "effecti  veness" 
for  clergy  and  for  congregations. 

"The  church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  hope 
of  the  world  -  and  we  are  the  church."  he 
said. 

He  spoke  of  "a  crack  in  history,"  or 


opportunity  before  the  church  right  now. 

"We  were  created  to  be  a  daring-to- 
change-the-world  church,"  Bishop  Gwinn 
said.  "We  dare  not  miss  this  golden  moment 
for  God." 

Bishop  Gwinn  had  a  loving  but  firm 
words  for  clergy  and  laity  alike  concerning 
control . 

"If  you"  ve  been  trying  to  run  your  church, 
stop  it!"  Bishop  Gwinn  said.  The  church 
belongs  to  God,  and  needs  to  have  palms 
open  in  prayer  instead  of  fingers  pointing  at 
each  other,  he  said. 

Churches  powered  by  prayer  will  be 
faithful  in  the  work  of  making  disciples,  he 
said. 

"Our  congregations  must  become  mission 
centers  for  Jesus,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Gwinn  closed  his  sermon  by 
saying  that  God  called  all  the  heroes  and 
heroines  of  the  Bible  to  take  risks.  They  had 
to  trust  God.  not  knowing  what  lay  ahead. 

"And  he  always  did  more  than  they 
expected  and  in  a  way  much  better  than 
they  expected,"  he  said. 

*Reggie  Ponder.  Jr.  is  a  conference  Elder. 
He  does  free  lance  writing  in  the  Goldsboro 
District. 


E 


P  whin'  and 
Grinnin '  Guys 

Jonathan  Strother  (left).  Charles  Mose- 
ley  (center),  and  Randy  Innes  used  a 
little  bluegrass  to  close  several  of  the  ple- 
nary sessions. 


Safley  new  VP  at  Methodist 


MIKE  SAFLEY 


Methodist  College  in  Fayetteville  has 
appointed  Mike  Safley  as  the  new  vice 
president  of  Church  and  Community 
Relations.  Prior  to  joining  Methodist 
College.  Safley  was  the  president/CEO 
of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  in 
Raleigh  North  Carolina.  From  1987-1997, 
Safley  was  the  vice  president  for  Student 
Life  and  Dean  of  Students  at  Methodist 
College. 

As  the  vice  president  of  Church  and 
Community  Relations,  Safley  will  serve 
as  the  campus  minister  and  will  work  on 
development  projects  within  the  church 
and  college  community.  He  will  serve  on  a 
number  of  college-related  committees. 


Safley  is  a  1972  graduate  of 
Methodist  College,  earning  a  Bachelor 
of  Arts  degree  in  English  and  in  history, 
with  a  double  minor  in  religion  and 
philosophy.  He  then  went  on  to  earn  his 
Master  of  Divinity  in  1975  from  Duke 
University. 

During  his  tenure  as  president  of  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children,  Safley 
was  selected  as  the  "Tarheel  of  the 
Week"  by  the  News  &  Observer  in 
Raleigh  and  was  presented  the  "Order 
of  the  Long  Leaf  Pine"  by  Governor 
Mike  Easley.  The  Order  is  the  highest 
honor  given  to  a  citizen  of  the  state  of 
North  Carolina. 
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Bishop  King  urges  churches:  P-P-PUSH  and  FLOW 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

The  "beautiful  people"  of  the  NC 
Conference  were  called  by  Bishop  James 
King  to  give  God  their  best. 

Bishop  King,  who  serves  the  Louisville 
Area,  preached  at  Wednesday  night's 
ordination  service  and  Thursday  night's 
celebration  of  higher  education  and  campus 
ministry. 


•Passion 

•  Persistence 

•  Unconditional  love  -  pastors  fail  when 
they  haven't  discovered  the  unconditional 
love  of  God. 

•  Student  for  life 

•  Harvest 

"That's  my  pastor,  and  I  love  him," 
Bishop  Gvvinn  said  after  Bishop  King's 
message  on  Wednesday  night. 


BISHOP  JAMES  R.  KING,  JR. 


School  of  Christian 
Mission  is  July  26-29 


Ordination  service 

Bishop  Richard  K.  Thompson  of  the 
AME  Zion  Church  in  eastern  North 
Carolina  also  was  present  for  the  ordination 
service.  Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  Jr.  called  him 
a  "generous,  loving  leader." 

Bishop  King  was  Bishop  Gwinn's 
own  bishop  before  his  election  to  the 
episcopacy. 

"God  has  used  him.  richly  in  so  many 
different  ways,"  Bishop  Gvvinn  said. 

Bishop  King  challenged  both  the 
ordinands  and  others  in  attendance  at  the 
ordination  service  to  make  the  most  of 
God-given  opportunities. 

"This  is  your  moment!"  he  said.  "You 
have  been  placed  on  this  earth  for  a 
purpose." 

God  calls  people  to  participate  with  him 
in  the  coming  of  God's  Kingdom  on  earth, 
he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that  fear  kept  the  one- 
talent  servant  in  Matthew  25  from  investing. 
That  servant  misunderstood  his  purpose. 

"What  you  have  is  enough,"  he  said. 

God  has  given  everything  needed  to  fulfill 
God's  purpose,  so  stop  making  excuses,  he 
said. 

"Stop  wishing  for  what  someone  else 
has,"  he  said.  The  real  challenge"is  fitting 
into  your  anointing." 

He  used  Walt  Disney.  Robert  Schuller. 
Sam  Walton  and  Hank  Aaron  as  examples 
of  people  who  accomplished  much  amid 
many  obstacles. 

"God  wants  you  to  use  your  moment  to 
glorify  God  and  God's  purpose  through 
you,"  he  said.  "God  uses  ordinary  people." 

It's  a  mistake  to  paint  others  as  larger- 
than-life  because  it  becomes  an  excuse  not 
to  do  the  best  you  can,  he  said. 

"Take  your  circumstance  and  make  the 
best  of  it."  Bishop  King  said. 

God  uses  people  of  all  ages  to  wake 
up  churches  -  ordinary  people  doing 
extraordinary  things. 

He  encouraged  his  listeners  to  "keep 
pushing"  even  when  it  seems  like  they 
aren't  getting  anywhere. 

Bishop  King  listed  six  keys  in  "push"  or 
"P-P-PUSH." 

•  Purpose 


Higher  Education  and 
Campus  Ministry 

During  Thursday  night's  celebration 
of  higher  education  and  campus  ministry, 
students  talked  about  fellowship,  small 
groups,  Bible  study,  service,  worship,  a 
sense  of  belonging,  and  a  safe  haven. 

Bishop  King's  sermon  on  Thursday  night 
was  called,  "Flow  and  Glow." 

"You  are  here  for  a  reason,"  he  said.  "God 
wants  the  dreams  in  your  heart  and  in  your 
mind  to  be  realized." 

You  must  turn  toward  God  and  God's  call 
on  your  life,  he  said.  "We  need  to  admit 
when  we  are  blocking  God's  purpose  for  us 
-  and  change." 

Worshipping  idols  blocks  God's  purpose 
in  your  life,  and  some  people  are  like  irons 
that  aren't  plugged  in  because  they  are 
worshipping  idols,  he  said.  When  the  Holy 
Spirit  does  not  flow  into  believers  and  then 
flow  out.  the  church  dies,  he  said. 

Bishop  King  talked  about  the  importance 
of  inviting  people  to  church,  or  to  campus 
ministry.  Seekers  wonder  why  their 
churchgoing  neighbors  never  invite  them 
to  church. 

"People  are  not  interested  in  being 
members  of  a  club,"  he  said.  "But  they 
are  ready  to  be  part  of  a  loving,  caring 
relationship." 

Bishop  King  presented  four  points,  using 
the  word  "Flow." 

•  Fellowship/friendship  ~  "You  need  to 
have  some  Christian  friends  in  your  life." 

•  Love  -  "Every  Christian  is  to  be  a 
walking  love  station." 

•  Outreach  -  "If  we  don't  get  beyond  those 
four  or  five  people  we  feel  comfortable 
with,  how  will  the  kingdom  ever  grow?  Get 
into  the  Jesus  zone." 

•  Worship  -  "When  you  worship  you 
keep  the  main  thing  the  main  thing." 

Sometimes  you  don't  worship  when  you 
go  to  church.  "You  were  in  the  place  but  the 
place  was  not  in  you." 

•  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.,  is  a  conference 
Elder.  He  does  free  lance  writing  in  the 
Goldsboro  District 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  School 
of  Christian  Mission  will  take  place  July 
26-29  at  Methodist  College  in  Fay  etteville. 
The  event  begins  Wednesday  July  26  with 
registration  from  3  - 9pm, 

This  year's  theme  is  "Harvesting  Peace." 
Participants  will  be  able  to  choose  their 
courses  of  study  from  offerings  including 
India  &  Pakistan;  Globalization:  Its  Impact 
on  Our  Lives;  Youth  Leader  Study,  and 
more.  Glory  Dharmaraj,  Kathryn  Self,  Dr. 
Evelyn  Fulmore,  Steve  Taylor,  and  Georgia 
Pilkington  are  among  those  who  will  be 
teaching 


A  songfest.  displays,  resources,  and 
audio  visuals  are  some  of  the  highlights  of 
the  school. 

Attendees  must  register  to  take  part  in 
classes.  The  deadline  for  registration  is  July 
12.  Child  care  and  housing  are  available 
if  registration  is  received  by  the  July  12 
deadline.  Costs  for  attending  the  event 
vary  depending  upon  whether  attendees 
commute  or  stay  in  campus  housing, 
purchase  meals,  and  the  classes  they  choose. 
You  can  find  more  information  about  costs 
and  a  registration  form  on  the  Conference 
website  at:  http://www.nccumc.org 


Page  6  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  July  2006 

Jubilee  celebration  marks  historic  1956  decision 


Conference  elders  during  the  50th  Anniversary  celebration 


Para  Drake  (center)  and  Carrie  Parrish,  author  of  Journey  of  Women  Toward  Or- 
dination in  the  United  Methodist  Tradition,  talk  with  a  reporter  from  the  Greenville 
Daily  Reflector. 


By  Para  Drake  * 

The  celebration  of  the  historic  1956 
General  Conference  decision  to  confer  full 
clergy  rights  upon  women  captured  the 
attention  of  the  NC  Annual  Conference 
with  its  evocative  theme  and  costumed 
actors. 

The  highlight  of  the  presentation  was 
the  sight  of  more  than  100  clergywomen 
being  led  in  procession  by  liturgical  dancer, 
Suzanne  Dornsmith.  The  overwhelming 
numbers  of  women  in  pastoral  and 
extension  ministry  necessitated  the  singing 
of  "A  Charge  to  Keep  I  Have"  twice! 

"Guide  My  Feet  -  Journey  of  Women 
into  Ordained  Ministry"  featured  vignette 
conversations  between  historic  figures  in 
our  history.  John  Wesley  spoke  with  his 
mother,  Susannah,  and  Sarah  Crosby,  the 
first  woman  to  receive  "permission"  to 
exhort  -  and  without  the  use  of  scripture. 
In  the  early  1800's  Jarena  Lee  twice 
implored  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Bishop  Richard  Allen  to  ordain  her;  he 
refused,  citing  that  '*.  .  .  our  Discipline  has 
no  provision  for  women  preachers." 

Anna  Oliver  and  Anna  Howard  Shaw 
each  took  different  routes  in  their  call  to 
ministry:  Anna  Oliver  did  not  leave  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  while  Anna 
Howard  Shaw  accepted  the  invitation  of 
the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  to  be 
fully  ordained.  Both  women  preached  and 
taught,  however.  Georgia  Harkness,  known 
as  a  theologian,  was  encouraged  by  mentor 
Henry  Brightman  and  became  a  strong- 
voiced  lay  woman  for  the  cause  of  women's 
full  clergy  rights.  She  was  present  when 
the  decision  was  made. 

Our  record  of  women's  ordained  ministry 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  gives  us 
a  deeper  understanding  of  ourselves.  In 
1968.  Lynn  Testerman  Wall  was  ordained 
as  Deacon  by  Bishop  Garber  rather  than  as 
Elder  because  she  was  a  woman  and  married 
to  a  clergyman.  In  1976.  Gladys  Williford 
and  Helen  Crotwell  were  ordained  as  the 
first  Elders  in  Full  Connection. 

Rev.  Crotwell  was  appointed 
Superintendent  in  1986  as  the  first  woman 
to  hold  a  cabinet  position.  Since  Rev. 
CrotwelPs  first  tenure  as  Superintendent, 
Ruth  Harper  Stevens,  Glenda  Johnson, 
Hope  Morgan  Ward,  and  Judi  Smith  have 
come  to  the  cabinet  table.  Carol  Goehring 
begins  her  tenure  in  the  2006  conference 
year. 

The  office  of  the  Deacon  continues  to 
require  interpretation.  In  North  Carolina, 
many  of  our  Deacons  were  formerly  lay 
diaconal  ministers.  In  2006,  Bishop  Gwinn 


ordained  as  Deacons  the  first  two  women 
who  came  to  ordination  without  having 
first  served  as  lay  diaconals  under  the  1996 
General  Conference  decision  to  confer  full 
clergy  rights  to  Deacons. 

Our  Jurisdictional  record  of  electing 
women  to  the  Episcopacy  is  marked  by 
a  tenuous  beginning,  gaining  strength  in 
the  process.  Clergywomen  from  all  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  encouraged 
Rev.  Crotwell  to  run  for  bishop  in 
1992.  Her  unsuccessful  campaign  was  a 
disappointment. 

In  1996,  the  SEJ  clergywomen 
encouraged  The  Rev.  Charlene  Kammerer 
to  run;  she  was  elected  to  serve  as  the  only 
female  bishop  in  our  Jurisdiction  until  2002 
when  the  Rev.  Hope  Morgan  Ward  from  the 
NC  Conference  and  Mary  Virginia  Taylor 
from  the  Holston  Conference  were  elected. 
The  first  woman  elected  as  bishop  in  any  of 
our  Conferences  was  Marjorie  Matthews  in 
the  North  Central  Jurisdiction,  in  1980. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  is 
strengthened  by  the  presence  of  ordained 
women  Elders  and  Deacons  and  the  many 
women  who  serve  as  local  pastors,  part 
time  and  full  time. 

Conference  was  reminded  of  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  women  clergy  and  their 
positions  in  service  to  the  districts  and 
conference.  In  the  same  way  we  all  await 
the  fullness  of  God's  kingdom  in  our 
communities,  women  clergy  await  the 
opportunity  to  serve  in  the  fullness  of  the 
gifts  that  God  has  bestowed  upon  them. 
"Guide  My  Feet"  is  a  reminder  of  the 


journey  God  has  set  before  all  of  us. 

North  Carolina  celebrates  the  1956 
General  Conference  decision  throughout 
this  year  in  planning  and  participating  in 
the  Conference  Celebration,  in  our  local 
churches,  and  in  our  homes  and  hearts  as 
we  seek  God's  searching,  strengthening, 
holding,  calling,  and  "walking  in  the  light 
of  God."  For  50  ways  to  honor  your  -  or 


someone  else's  clergywomen  this  year,  see 
the  back  issue  of  the  NC  Advocate. 

*  Para  Drake  is  pastor  of  Newbegun 
in  the  Elizabeth  City  District.  She  wrote 
and  directed  the  NC  Annual  Conference 
program  celebrating  501''  anniversary  of  the 
ordination  of  women  into  full  connection  in 
theUMC. 
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Children  march  to  State  Capitol  for  livable  wage 

By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  *  ^^^^^^^.^^.^^^^^^—^  AKr«ir"^Hr^3 


Children  with  the  "Listen  to  the  Children"  banner  lead  the 
march  to  the  State  Legislature.  Behind  the  banner  are  NC 
Conference  Bishop  Al  Cw  inn  and  Western  NC  Bishop  Law- 


rence McClesky  and  children  and  adults  from  the  two  confer- 
ences. 


On  Tuesday,  June  20  close  to  300  United 
Methodists  from  across  North  Carolina 
gathered  at  the  Youth  Center  of  Edenton  St 
UMC  in  Raleigh  for  the  Children's  March 
on  the  State  Capitol.  People  of  all  ages 
participated  and  groups  arrived  by  train 
from  points  west  and  by  car  and  van  and 
bus  and  taxi. 

The  march  began  with  a  program  at 
Edenton  St  UMC  that  included  music 
from  Dr  Thomas  Moore  of  Myers  Park 
UMC-Charlotte  and  Dr.  Bobbie  Rowland 
of  UNC-Charlotte.  Sallie  Jo  Snyder 
from  the  Children's  Defense  Fund  and 
Bishop  Lawrence  McClesky  of  the  WNC 
Conference  spoke.  The  group  then  marched 
three  blocks  to  the  NC  Legislature  Building 
where  a  program  was  led  by  the  Junior 
Senate  of  AH  God's  Children  UMC,  Rev. 
Laura  Early  and  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  of  the 
NC  Conference. 

Packets  of  materials  including  a  booklet 
of  children's  drawings  and  prayers  had 
been  delivered  to  members  of  the  NC 
General  Assembly  prior  to  the  march. 
Church  groups  were  invited  to  schedule 
meetings  with  their  representatives.  The 
march  was  held  in  response  to  the  United 
Methodist  Episcopal  Initiative  on  Children 
and  Poverty.  The  theme  for  the  march  was 
"listen  to  the  children  -  the  voice  with  no 
vote"'  and  the  legislative  issue  addressed 


was  that  of  livable  wage. 

"Listen  to  the  children"  booklets  were 
distributed  to  churches  participating  in  the 
march  and  to  those  children  whose  drawings, 
etc.  were  selected  for  the  book.  Additional 


copies  of  the  booklet  are  available  at  the 
Office  of  Children's  Ministries  at  the 
Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh.  For  a 
short  time  they  will  also  be  available  at  the 
website:  www.umchi ldrenmarch .org. 


*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference 
director  of  children,  youth,  young  adult  and 
campus  ministries. 


Laity  speaker  Ben  Zander  urges  all  to 
get  up  and  contribute  every  day 


BENJAMIN  ZANDER 


During  the  final  evening  at  Annual 
Conference,  Benjamin  Zander,  author, 
teacher,  conductor,  introduced  the 
possibility  that  growth  and  development 
can  continue  through  our  lives.  He  said 
to  do  away  with  the  downward  spiral  and 
move  to  radiating  possibility. 

The  following  are  notes  taken  during 
Zander's  presentation 

•  Leaders,  conductors,  can  lead  in 
positive  and  negative  ways 

•  You  can't  really  learn  anything  until 
you  have  something  at  stake 

•  Birth  to  29  is  a  time  of  growth  and 
development,  30s  is  when  we  are  concerned 
with  jobs,  later  in  life  we  feel  everything  is 
going  downhill 

Anyone  can  be  in  growth  and 
development  all  their  lives 

•  Every  organization  has  to  have 
someone  to  make  assumptions  and  vocalize 
them. ..to  ask  questions. 


•  Risks  must  be  taken  to  grow  as  a  person 
and  have  growth  and  development 

•  When  you  give  students  an  "A"  at  the 
beginning  of  the  class,  the  relationship  of 
that  person  to  the  course  is  transformed. 
They  want  to  take  risks  and  grow  and 
develop. 

•  You  cannot  learn  anything  unless  you 
make  a  mistake.  If  you  make  a  mistake  say, 
"how  fascinating!" 

•  Secret  of  Life  -  "It  is  all  invented" 

•  The  downward  spiral  is  full  of 
negativity.  It  involves  wealth,  fame,  power, 
goals,  blame,  threats,  putting  people  down 
and  then  back  up.  It  is  full  of  competition 
and  anxiety. 

•  Radiating  possibility  is  full  of  joy  and 
hope. 

•  Vision  is  very  important.  It  has  to  be 
for  everybody.  People  are  led  by  a  vision. 
One  must  have  goals  to  make  eyes  shine. 
Make  goals  possible  to  reach  so  eyes  can 


shine.  Then  ask  "what  is  next." 

•  The  key  to  the  Kingdom  of  Possibility 
is  Rule  #6-  don't  take  yourself  so  seriously. 
No  other  rules. 

•  If  people  don't  do  what  you  want  them 
to  do.  apologize  because  you  didn't  enroll 
them  and  show  them  the  possibility.  Very 
different  from  blaming  and  threatening 
them. 

•  It  all  comes  down  to  three  things: 

1)  It  is  all  invented 

2)  Standing  in  the  possibility 

3)  Rule  #6 

•  A  New  Game  -  remind  yourself  that 
you  are  a  contributor.  Each  day  get  up 
and  make  a  contribution.  You  never  get 
tired.  This  is  a  power  available  to  everyone 
called  possibility.  It  can  be  a  part  of  every 
conversation  and  interaction. 

•  Never  say  anything  that  cannot  stand 
as  the  last  thing  you  will  ever  say. 
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Conference  laity  involved  in  life-changing  ministries 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

The  lay  ministry  celebration  at  the  recent 
session  of  the  N.C.  Annual  Conference 
highlighted  life-changing  ministries  taking 
place  around  the  conference  among  women, 
men  and  youth. 

Conference  Lay  Leader  Emily  Innes 
opened  the  report  by  thanking  God  for 
the  gifts,  talents,  visions  and  dreams  of 
people  in  the  N.C.  Annual  Conference 
-  people  who  have  been  ''called  from  half- 
heartedness  lo  commitment." 

UMM 

Barry  Merrill,  conference  president  of 
United  Methodist  Men,  celebrated  the  good 
work  of  many  local  fellowships,  while 
challenging  men  to  grow  in  Christ  and  in 
ministry  to  the  world. 

"We  can  become  a  brotherhood  of 
believers  in  new  ways  in  our  church."'  he 
said. 

He  cited  UMM's  partnership  with  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew  in  feeding  the 
hungry,  with  the  Upper  Room  prayer  line, 
and  with  M.E.R.C.I. 

"I'm  proud  of  our  involvement  with  the 
M.E.R.C.I.  Center."  he  said. 

Last  year  the  conference  UMM  held 
a  Duke  Day  event  at  a  Duke  football 
game,  and  plans  are  in  place  to  return  on 
September  30.  UMM  also  is  bringing  back 
the  conference  rally  at  Goldsboro. 

Dr.  Stan  Belyeu,  conference  scouting 
coordinator,  was  presented  the  Torch  Award 
by  Merrill.  The  award  is  from  the  UMM 
National  Association  of  United  Methodist 
Scouters.  It  was  given  for  Belyeu 's  service 
to  promote  scouting  in  the  conference. 

On  August  11-12  at  Louisburg  College, 
the  Raleigh  District  will  hold  a  men's 
retreat  that  will  be  open  to  men  throughout 
the  conference.  There  also  will  be  a 
Wilmington  District  Rally  this  year. 

UMW 

The  United  Methodist  Women  report  was 
presented  by  Dr.  Jimmie  Shuler,  conference 
UMW  president. 

"We  believe  very  strongly  that  we  are  the 
hands  of  God,"  she  said. 

That  statement  was  borne  out  by  a  report 
that  lifted  up  UMW  work  with  disaster 
relief,  food  pantries  and  other  ministries. 

The  conference  UMW  sent  $455,836  to 
Women's  Division  this  past  year. 

Dr.  Shuler  also  mentioned  a  September 
21  gathering  at  Wesley  Seminary  Chapel 
in  Washington,  DC,  between  leaders  of 
the  Women's  Division  and  representatives 


of  the  RENEW  Women's  Network.  The 
meeting  was  an  opportunity  for  the  two 
groups  to  work  toward  resolving  issues  that 
divide  them. 

UMW  members  are  working  on 
education  issues,  and  Dr.  Shuler  said  that 
everyone  needed  to  pitch  in  and  support 
public  education. 

Dr.  Shuler  closed  by  quoting  from  the 
hymn,  "Have  Thine  Own  Way,  Lord." 

UMY 

Epiphany  Bayliff.  conference 
youth  president,  opened  her  presentation 
by  jingling  change  in  her  hand. 

"That's  the  sound  of  change,"  she  said, 
encouraging  conference  members  to  support 
positive  change  for  and  with  youth. 

"This  is  an  amazing  conference,"  she 
said,  thanking  everyone  for  their  smiles  and 
hospitality.  She  also  encouraged  everyone 
to  take  that  love  and  use  it  to  support  the 
youth  in  their  own  churches. 

"You  can  never  do  too  much  for  the 
youth."  she  said. 

Churches  need  to  be  there  for  youth  "so 
that  when  they  think  the  world  is  caving  in 
on  them,  they  don't  cave  in."  she  said. 

She  shared  how  her  own  life  had  been 
transformed  by  attending  Pilgrimage  -  a 
conference  youth  event  -  and  by  the  care 
and  guidance  her  church  had  shown  her 
following  the  event. 

'  All  of  you  have  the  power  -  the  power 
to  change  the  life  of  a  youth,"  she  said. 
"You  have  the  power,  all  of  you.  You  hold 
change  in  your  hands." 

Lay  Speaking 

Linda  Harris,  conference  director  of  lay 
speaking,  thanked  the  annual  conference 
for  its  support.  Lay  speaker  training  is  about 
finding  out  what  you  are  called  to  do,  she 
said.  The  name  of  the  lay  speaking  program 
soon  will  be  changed,  she  explained, 
because  there  is  more  to  do  than  simply  fill 
pulpits.  This  spring  marked  the  second  year 
that  the  N.C.  Conference  has  offered  youth 
lay  speaker  training. 

"We  have  some  talented  youth,  and  our 
youth  are  preachers  -  just  like  some  of 
you,"  she  said. 

She  encouraged  pastors  to  support  their 
lay  speakers. 

Lay  Ministries 

The  following  ministries  from  the  12 
districts  were  selected  by  the  Board  of 
Laity  as  Lay  Ministries  of  the  Year: 

•  Burlington  District  -  "Mosaic 
Rural  Wellness  Center,"  Saxapahaw  UMC 


George  Mewborn  (left),  Greenville  district,  and  Curtis  Hildt  (center),  New  Bern  dis- 
trict, receive  a  plaque  from  Fred  Hight,  Rocky  Mount  district  lay  leader,  for  service 
as  district  lay  leaders.  Hight  was  assisting  Emily  innes,  conference  lay  leader,  in 
presenting  the  plaques  from  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity. 


Bishop  Gwinn  places  a  Torch  Award  rib- 
bon on  Stan  Belyeu  (left)  for  promoting 
scouting  in  the  conference. 

•  Durham  District  -  "Reconciliation 
and  Re-entry  Ministry,"  Trinity  and 
Lakewood  UM  Churches 

•  Elizabeth  City  District  -  "The 
Yellow  House  Ministry,"  St.  Johns  UMC 

Fayetteville  District  -  "Lonely. 
Lost,  &  Hungry  Ministry,"  Hay  Street 
UMC 

•  Goldsboro  District  -  "Parents 
Anonymous  Ministry,"  New  Hope  UMC 

•  Greenville  District  -  "Plugged  In: 
Digital  Connectors."  Calvary  Memorial 
UMC 

New  Bern  District  -  "Prayer  Shawl 
Ministry."  First  UMC,  Morehead  City 

•  Raleigh  District  -  "Summer  Youth 
Program,"  Cokesbury  UMC 

•  Rockingham  District  -  "Bridge 
Builders  Education  Enrichment  Ministry," 
Galilee  UMC 

•  Rocky  Mount  District  -  "Prayer 


EPIPHANY  BAYLIFF 

Shawl  Ministry."  Englewood  UMC 

Sanford  District  -  "Helping  Hand 

Ministry,"  Broadway  UMC 

Wilmington  District  -  "Upward 

Soccer,"  Hampstead  UMC 

*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  conference 
Elder.  He  does  free  lance  writing  in  the 
Goldsboro  District. 
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Meeting  in  Greenville  drew  mixed  reviews 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

Moving  the  annual  conference  session 
from  Fayetteville  to  Greenville  drew  mixed 
reviews  from  members  of  the  conference. 

Keith  Stewart,  Goldsboro  District  lay 
leader,  said  that  being  right  next  to  the  hotel 
was  nice  and  that  restaurants  were  located 
nearby. 

The  change  is  very  good  for  people  in 
Greenville  and  especially  for  people  in  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  conference. 

"They  needed  it,"  he  said.  "Going  to 
Fayetteville  has  been  a  big  sacrifice  for 
them."  Stewart  also  said  he  thought  it 
was  a  good  idea  to  change  the  location  of 
conference  from  time  to  time. 

But,  Rev.  Milford  Oxendine,  who  serves 
at  Cordova  in  the  Rockingham  District,  had 
a  couple  of  concerns  about  the  change. 

"The  convention  center  is  a  marvelous 
complex."  Rev.  Oxendine  said.  "But  I  feel, 
however,  there  have  been  many  problems 
in  the  area  of  finances  for  the  ethnic 
ministers  and  the  ministers  on  minimum 
salary  to  have  to  come  this  distance,  to  live 
in  a  motel  room  and  also  to  purchase  their 
food.  That  has  caused  a  financial  strain  for 
many  of  them." 

Rev.  Oxendine  said  that  he  appreciated 
the  convention  center  personnel. 

"They've  done  a  marvelous  job,"  he 
said.  "But  still  I  hear  complaints  about  the 
seating  and  the  back  problems  that  people 
have.  It  didn't  help  the  people  with  back 
problems,  the  chairs  that  we  were  asked  to 
sit  on." 

He  added  that  he  thought  the  box  lunches 
and  buffet  were  expensive.  He  also  thought 
that  it  was  nice  to  meet  in  a  different 
location. 

"It  was  good  to  get  into  an  area  where 
conference  has  not  been  in,  and  I  appreciate 
the  hospitality  that  the  Greenville  District 
has  provided  to  the  conference,"  he  said. 

Rev.  Ben  Sims,  pastor  of  LaGrange  UMC 
in  the  Goldsboro  District,  was  concerned 
about  parking.  But  it's  all  a  part  of  growing 
pains  for  the  conference,  he  added. 

Rev.  Sims  found  some  things  to  be  happy 
with,  as  well.  "The  dorms  are  nice,"  he 
said.  And  he  thought  that  the  location  was 
not  a  matter  of  ultimate  importance.~"\Iesus 
is  in  fact  still  Lord,  even  in  Greenville,"  he 
said. 

Annie  Lee  Whitley,  lay  member  from  the 
Leah's  Chapel-Shiloh  Charge  in  Franklin 
County,  said  that  she  had  wondered  on  the 
way  to  conference  whether  the  new  location 
would  work  out.  She  said  that  while  it  was 
different  from  what  she  was  used  to  in 
Fayetteville,  it  was  a  good  conference. 


Rev.  Para  Drake,  pastor  of  Newbegun 
Church  in  the  Elizabeth  City  District,  said 
that  some  things  were  more  comfortable 
in  Fayetteville  and  other  things  were  more 
comfortable  in  Greenville. 

But  the  important  thing  is  that  the 
members  of  the  conference  are  present, 
wherever  the  conference  session  is  held, 
she  said. 

Rev.  James  Malloy,  pastor  of  Lakewood 
UMC  in  Durham,  was  pleased  with  the  site. 
"I  like  it,"  he  said. 

"I  like  it  especially  with  the  tables  in 
front  of  you."  Restaurants  were  nearby  and 
those  at  the  conference  could  walk  into 
hotel  eating  areas.  The  air  conditioning  has 
been  pretty  good.  "The  hallways  have  been 
nice  for  displays  and  the  bathrooms  are 
convenient."  he  said. 

Conference  Secretary  James  L.  Bryan, 
after  reviewing  comments  from  members 
at  the  end  of  conference,  said  "overall 
people  were  pleased  with  the  meeting  in 
Greenville." 

Two  of  the  positive  quotes  were: 

"I  am  more  pleased  with  the  Greenville 
location  than  I  thought  I  would  be." 

"J  loved  the  Greenville  site.  I  believe  that 
by-and-large  it  is  a  superior  site,  compared 
to  Fayetteville." 

Quotes  that  were  not  as  positive  were: 

"We  need  to  be  back  in  Fayetteville,"  and 
"One  of  the  worst  AC  I  have  been  to." 

Next  year's  conference  will  be  in 
Greenville,  June  13-16,  2007. 


*Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  conference 
Elder  and  does  free  lance  writing  in  the 
Goldsboro  District. 


Beth  Frazier  (forward  left)  looks  for  information  in  the  Book  of  Reports  and  Rec- 
ommendations while  Claudia  Dwight  of  Ellerbe  UMC  (center)  watches  conference 
proceedings  on  one  of  the  widescreens.  Tables  for  conference  members  were  used  for 
the  first  time  at  the  2006  Annual  Conference. 


All  Saints 
Memorial 
Service 


Mrs.  Tom  Collins  (left)  is  escorted  to  the 
stage  during  the  All  Saints  Memorial 
Service.  During  the  service,  the  confer- 
ence honored  the  ministry  of  those  who 
died  since  the  2005  conference.  Below, 
Dr.  Kermit  Brasvvell  lights  a  candle  dur- 
ing the  memorial  service. 
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Bishop  announces  clergy  appointments  for  2006-07 


Incoming  Superintendent  Carol  Goehring  (left)  and  outgoing  Superintendent 
David  Malloy  join  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  for  the  reading  of  the  Fayetteville  District 
appointments. 


By  LeeAnne  Thornton  * 

Bishop  Alfred  W.  Gwinn.  Jr,  resident 
bishop  of  the  Raleigh  area,  announced  the 
appointments  of  approximately  900  clergy 
members  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
-  The  United  Methodist  Church  at  the  close  of 
annual  conference  on  Saturday  morning,  June 
17.  There  are  a  total  of  150  changes  for  the 
year.  Pastors  moved  June  27  and  preached  in 
their  new  location  on  Sunday,  July  2. 

United  Methodist  clergy  are  appointed  to 
places  of  ministry  for  a  period  of  one  year  and 
can  be  reappointed  to  the  same  location  or  be 
reassigned  by  the  bishop. 

The  Reverend  Carol  Goehring.  co-pastor 
at  Jarvis  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Greenville  until  June  27,  was 
appointed  Fayetteville  district  superintendent. 
The  Reverend  David  O.  Malloy  who  was  the 
Fayetteville  district  superintendent  is  taking 
a  leave. 

The  Reverend  Won  Seok  Namkoong, 
pastor  at  Avent  Ferry  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Raleigh  until  June  27,  was 
appointed  the  Elizabeth  City  district 
superintendent.  The  Reverend  Albert  Shuler, 
Elizabeth  City  district  superintendent  until 
June  27,  was  appointed  pastor  of  Jarvis 
Memorial  UMC  in  Greenville. 

A  district  superintendent  has  the 
responsibility  of  supervising  pastors  in  a 
specific  geographic  area.  Following  are 
other  pastoral  changes  as  announced  by 
Bishop  Gwinn: 

BURLINGTON  DISTRICT 
(Alamance.  Caswell,  and  Orange 
counties) 

The  Reverend  William  H.  Gattis.  district 
superintendent 

Burlington:  Faith,  the  Reverend  Delores 
Anne  Langley  from  Evansdale:  Burlington: 
Grace,  the  Reverend  Warren  S.  Cash  from 
(RM)  Mt.  Pleasant:  Chapel  Hill:  Christ,  the 
Reverend  Steven  W.  McElroy  from  Nashville; 
Chapel  Hill:  Christ  associate,  the  Reverend 
Donna  M.  Banks;  Evergreen  associate,  the 
Reverend  Mary  Frances  McClure;  Hightower, 
the  Reverend  Joseph  L.  Jackson;  New  Hope- 
Purley,  the  Reverend  M.  Park  Hunter,  student 
pastor;  Orange  Chapel,  the  Reverend  Duane 
R.  Partin  from  Mighty  Wind;  Phillips  Chapel, 
the  Reverend  Jolw  R.  Woodard,  Jr.  from 
Fayetteville:  Victory-Person  Street  charge. 

DURHAM  DISTRICT 
(Durham,  Granville,  Person,  and  Vance 
counties) 
The  Reverend  Judi  J.  Smith,  district 
superintendent 


Banks,  the  Reverend  Roger  Armistead 
fromTrinity-Zion;  Cokesbury,  the  Reverend 
Barry  Stallings  from  Clarkton;  Creedmoor, 
the  Reverend  Robert  Allen  Hagerty  from 
Murfreesboro:  Durham:  Aldersgate  associate, 
the  Reverend  Allison  Brady  Hocutt  from 
Sanford:  St.  Luke  associate;  Durham:  Bethesda, 
the  Reverend  Norma  Walters  from  Mt.  Zion: 
Durham:  Lakewood,  the  Reverend  Gail  Ingram 
Myers  from  Raleigh:  Longview;  Granville 
Circuit,  the  Reverend  Gregg  Allen  Presnal  from 
Cameron- Vass;  Granville- Vance,  the  Reverend 
Brian  Keith  Williams;  Middleburg-Hermoa 
the  Reverend  Joe  Allen  Gunby,  student  pastor; 
Mt.  Tirzah,  the  Reverend  Gregory  C.  Minnick 
from  Halifax;  Mt.  Zion,  the  Reverend  Edgar 
Raymund  DeJesus  from  the  Church  of  the 
Risen  Lord;  Oxford,  the  Reverend  Patricia  F. 
Hawkins  from  Chapel  Hill:  Christ:  Roxboro: 
Long  Memorial,  the  Reverend  Theodore  Ralph 
Miller  from  Elizabeth  City:  First;  Shepherd's 
House,  the  Reverend  Chris  Kudzai  Chikoore 
from  Granville- Vance;  Warren's  Grove,  the 
Reverend  Philip  Robert  Chryst. 

ELIZABETH  CITY  DISTRICT 
(Bertie.  Camden,  Chowan, 
Currituck,  Dare.  Gates,  Hertford. 
Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Tyrrell,  and 

Washington  counties) 
The  Reverend  Won  Seok  Namkoong. 
district  superintendent 

Chowan:  Bethany.  Elizabeth  Polk,  interim 
supply;  (EC)  Currituck,  the  Reverend 
David  Blackman  from  (DU)  Warren's 
Grove,  Elizabeth  City:  First,  the  Reverend 
Michael  D.  Frese  from  Roxboro:  Long 
Memorial;  Kitty  Hawk,  the  Reverend  John 
M.  Check  from  Beaufort:  Ann  Street:  Mighty 
Wind,  the  Reverend  James  Thomas  Lowry  III 
from  Cary:  Genesis  associate:  Mount  Hermon, 
the  Reverend  Warren  Heitzenrater  from 
Perquimans;  Murfreesboro,  the  Reverend  W. 
Arthur  Warren,  Jr.  from  Benson;  New  Hope, 
the  Reverend  Robert  C.  Tilley  from  Burlington: 
Faith;  Perkins,  the  Reverend  Reginald  Ponder, 
Jr.  from  leave;  Perquimans,  Sang  Park,  interim 
supply;  Windsor,  the  Reverend  David  Woolsey 
from  Middlesex. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 
(Cumberland,  Harnett,  Hoke,  and 
Sampson  counties) 
The  Reverend  Carol  W.  Goehring, 
district  superintendent 

Angier,  the  Reverend  Michael  A. 
Davis  from  Troy:  Trinity;  Cotton,  the 
Reverend  William  R.  Rudd,  retired 
supply;  Fayetteville:  Harry  Hosier,  the 


Reverend  Regina  Henderson  from  Sanford 
Circuit;  Fayetteville:  Johnson  Memorial,  the 
Reverend  Robert  A.  Faircloth;  Fayetteville: 
Victory-Person  Street,  the  Reverend  Chris  D. 
Humphreys  from  Atlantic;  Leslie,  the  Reverend 
Donald  H.  Seely,  retired  supply;  Mamers, 
the  Reverend  David  E.  Heath  from  St.  Paul; 
Roseboro,  the  Reverend  Roderic  L  Mullen 
from  Franklinton. 


GOLDSBORO  DISTRICT 
(Duplin.  Johnston,  and  Wayne  counties) 
The  Reverend  Milton  Gilbert,  district 
superintendent 

Benson,  the  Reverend  George  Ronald 
Patton  from  Creedmoor;  Beston- Walker 
Memorial,  the  Reverend  Sherman  Guthrie  from 
Trinity  (Lenoir  County);  East  Clayton  (new 
church  start),  the  Reverend  R.  Matthew  Evans 
from  Cokebury  (DU);  Fremont,  the  Reverend 
Judith  B.  Drye  from  Goldston;  Goldsboro: 
New  Hope,  the  Reverend  R.  Martin  Armstong 
from  Fremont;  Goldsboro:  St.  Paul  minister 
of  visitation,  the  Reverend  Joann  Turner  from 
Webb  Chapel;  Hickory  Grove,  the  Reverend 
Adam  Brinkley  from  Maco:  Shiloh;  LaGrange, 
the  Reverend  F.  Karl  Grant  from  Granville 
Circuit;  Micro-Fellowship,  the  Reverend 
Ralph  M.  Hill  from  Hickory  Grove:  Pine 
Level-Sanders  Chapel,  the  Reverend  Joseph 
Franklin;  Princeton,  the  Reverend  Michael 
Coppock  from  Lemon  Springs;  Rose  HilL 
the  Reverend  M.  Dale  Curtis  from  Richlands: 
Smithfield:  Centenary,  the  Reverend  Charles 
K.  Morrison  from  Cary:  White  Plains;  Webb 
Chapel  (Lenoir  County)  the  Reverend  Gina 
Barrow  from  Wesley  Memorial;  Zion,  the 
Reverend  Debra  J.  Grossberg  from  Manns 
Harbor. 


GREENVILLE  DISTRICT 
Beeaufort,  Greene,  Hyde,  Lenoir, 

Martin,  and  Pitt  counties) 
The  Reverend  Marshall  Old,  district 
superintendent 

Greenville:  Jarvis  Memorial,  the 
Reverend  Albert  Shuler  from  Elizabeth 
City  district  superintendent;  Greenville: 
Jarvis  Memorial  associate,  the  Reverend 
Benjamin  E.  Wells  from  chaplain,  Methodist 
College:  Salem,  the  Reverend  Thomas  W. 
Newman  from  Angier,  Trinity  (Lenoir  County), 
the  Reverend  Vito  Bisogno  from  Burlington: 
Grace;  Washington  Circuit,  the  Reverend 
Karen  Crutchfield;  Watson's  Chapel,  Jerald 
Craddock,  interim  supply;  Wesley.  Memorial, 
the  Reverend  John  M.  Bowman,  retired  supply; 
Williamston:  First,  the  Reverend  Robert  L. 
Fletcher  from  Princeton. 

NEW  BERN  DISTRICT 
(Carteret,  Craven,  Jones,  Onslow,  and 

Pamlico  counties) 
The  Reverend  D.  Douglas  Jessee,  district 
superintendent 

Atlantic,  the  Reverend  Anthony  Calhoun 
from  Harlowe-Oak  Grove;  Beaufort:  Ann 
Street,  the  Reverend  Eric  N.  Lindblade,  Jr. 
from  Havelock:  First;  Beaufort:  Ann  Street 
associate,  the  Reverend  Anne  W.  Sims  from 
Zion;  Cedar  Island-Sea  Level,  the  Reverend  H. 
Paul  Harris  from  Morehead  City:  Broad  Creek; 
Harlowe-Oak  Grove,  the  Reverend  Jan  H.  Hill 
from  Rose  Hill;  Havelock:  Cherry  Point,  the 
Reverend  Joseph  Stallings  from  Beaufort:  Ann 
Street  associate;  Havelock:  First,  the  Reverend 
Eldrick  Davis  from  Fayetteville:  Harry  Hosier, 
Jacksonville:  Trinity  associate,  the  Reverend  T. 

(continued  on  page  11) 
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(continued  from  page  10) 
Lamont  Hemminger.  II  from  Silk  Hope  charge; 
Morehead  City:  Broad  Creek,  the  Reverend 
Kent  Smith;  Morehead  City:  First  associate,  the 
Reverend  Benjamin  N.  Sims  from  LaGrange; 
Richlands.  the  Reverend  J.  Stanley  Brown 
from  extension  ministry  position;  Swansboro, 
the  Reverend  Robert  C.  Flynn  from  Smithfield: 
Centenary. 

RALEIGH  DISTRICT 
(Franklin.  Johnston,  and  Wake 
counties) 

The  Reverend  Edward  F.  Hill  II.  district 
superintendent 

Cary:  Genesis  associate,  the  Reverend 
Needham  Bradley  Dunn  from  Mount 
Hermon;  Cary:  White  Plains,  the  Reverend  A. 
Ray  Broadwell  from  Fuquay-Varina;  Clayton: 
Christ  Community  associate,  the  Reverend  Jose 
Javier  Montanez;  Fuquay-Varina,  the  Reverend 
Richard  L.  Stone  IU  from  Kitty  Hawk;  Raleigh: 
Avent  Ferry,  the  Reverend  Taylor  W.  Mills 
from  Williamston:  First;  Raleigh:  Benson 
Memorial  associate,  the  Reverend  Edward 
Nicholas  Pristaf;  Raleigh:  Highland  associate, 
the  Reverend  Heather  Heinzman  Lear  from 
Rocky  Mount:  Englewood  associate;  Raleigh: 
Longview,  the  Reverend  Martha  Wofford 
Edgerton  from  leave;  Raleigh:  Millbrook,  the 
Reverend  Randall  E.  Innes  from  Swansboro; 
Raleigh:  St.  James,  the  Reverend  Hunter 
Hadley  Preston  from  Goldsboro:  New  Hope. 
(RA)  Franklinton  -  Judith  Mann  New 

ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT 
(Richmond,  Robeson,  and  Scotland 
counties) 

The  Reverend  Leonard  Fairley,  district 
superintendent 

Ashpole  Center,  the  Reverend 
Harold  Hunt;  Caledonia,  the  Reverend 
Dalma  G.  Cribb  from  Peace;  Faimiont: 
Pleasant  Grove,  Jackie  Monison,  interim 
supply;  Green  Lake,  the  Reverend  William  V. 
Taylor  from  Hamlet:  First;  Hamlet:  First,  the 
Reverend  Adolph  C.  Smith  from  extension 
ministry  position;  Laurel  Hill,  the  Reverend 
Carol  Noy  from  Windsor  change;  Lumberton: 
Mt.  Olive,  Vermel  Taylor,  interim  supply;  New 
Philadelphus,  the  Reverend  George  Locklear 
from  Col  lins  Chapel;Trinity-Zion,  the  Reverend 
E.  Ray  Brooks  from  Buckhorn  charge;  St. 
Pauls,  the  Reverend  Sandra  B.  Schaller  from 
Pine  Level-Sanders  Chapel;  Snead's  Grove, 
Gordon  Caughill,  interim  supply. 

ROCKY  MOUNT  DISTRICT 
(Edgecombe,  Halifax,  Nash, 
Northampton,  Warren,  and  Wilson 
counties) 


The  Reverend  William  C.  Simpson,  Jr., 
district  superintendent 

Evansdale,  the  Reverend  Alan  C. 
Gibson  from  New  Hope  (EC);  Halifax, 
the  Reverend  Harold  H.  Harbin,  Jr.  from 
New  Bern:  Faith;  Mt.  Pleasant  (RM),  the 
Reverend  Daniel  T.  Earnhardt,  retired 
supply;  Nashville,  the  Reverend  Wayne 
M.  Hicks  from  Rocky  Mount:  St.  Paul: 
Norlina,  the  Reverend  Seong-IL  Eom; 
Rocky  Mount:  Englewood  associate,  the 
Reverend  Laura  Autry  Dunlap;  Rocky 
Mount:  St.  Paul,  the  Reverend  C.  Keith 
Sexton  from  Wilson:  First  associate;  Sandy 
Cross,  the  Reverend  T.  Judson  Dunlap  from 
Norlina;  Spring  Hope,  the  Reverend  David 
Foushee  from  Asbury-Bethlehem;  Wilson: 
First  associate,  the  Reverend  Scott  Dodson 
from  Spring  Hope. 

SANFORD  DISTRICT 
(Chatham,  Lee,  Montgomery,  and 

Moore  counties) 
The  Reverend  Jerry  Lowry,  district 
superintendent 

Asbury,  the  Reverend  Bobby  P.  Tyson, 
Sr.,  retired  supply;  Bethlehem,  Myron 
Dice,  interim  supply;  Biscoe-Bascom,  the 
Reverend  Pamela  Watkins  from  extension 
ministry  position;  Buckhorn,  the  Reverend  Janet 
Balasko  from  New  Hope-Purley;  Cameron, 
David  Johnson,  interim  supply;  Candor,  the 
Reverend  Deborah  Wiikins  from  Cedar  Island- 
Sea  Level;  Cool  Springs,  William  Cashion, 
interim  supply;  Goldston,  the  Reverend 
Thomas  Simpson  from  Sanford:  Jonesboro 
associate;  Lemon  Springs,  the  Reverend  Amy 
E.  Meador  from  Raleigh:  Windbome  associate; 
Love  Joy-Macedonia,  the  Reverend  Tommy 
Haynes  from  Pleasant  Grove- Purdie;  PineblufF: 
First,  the  Reverend  William  F.  Williams  from 
Love  Joy-Macedonia;  Sanford:  Jonesboro 
associate,  the  Reverend  Patricia  S.  Sykes  from 
Orange  Chapel;  Sanford:  St.  Luke  associate, 
the  Reverend  William  S.  Hoyle,  Jr.  from  Sandy 
Cross;  Sanford  Circuit,  the  Reverend  James 
E.  Malloy  from  Durham:  Lakewood;  Sardis, 
the  Reverend  C.  Glenn  Hancock  from  Troy 
Circuit;  Silk  Hope,  the  Reverend  James  O. 


Incoming  District  Superintendent  Won  Namkoong  (left)  and  outgoing  Superinten- 
dent Albert  Shuler  join  Bishop  Gwinn  for  the  reading  of  the  Elizabeth  City  District 
appointments. 


Murphy,  Jr.  from  leave;  Southern  Pines,  the 
Reverend  David  J.  Goehring  from  Greenville: 
Jarvis  Memorial;  Troy:  First,  William  Arnold 
Saunders,  interim  supply;  Troy:  Trinity,  the 
Reverend  Bobby  C.  Tyson,  Jr.  from  Salem; 
Vass,  the  Reverend  Clarence  Garner,  retired 
supply:  Wadeville.  John  Negus,  interim  supply. 
(SA)  OphirUrwharrie-  the  Reverend  Jack 
Luther  retired  supply;  Parson's  Grove  -  Ryan 
Gabriel,  interim  supply 

WILMINGTON  DISTRICT 
(Bladen,  Brunswick.  Columbus,  New 
Hanover,  and  Pender) 
The  Reverend  Woodrow  Wells,  Jr.,  district 
superintendent 

Bladen  associate,  the  Reverend  Marcia 


Lancaster;  Clarkton,  the  Reverend  John 
Monroe  Barnes  III;  Maco:  Shiloh.  the 
Reverend  William  Frazier  Adams:  Peace. 
Trudy  Wilder,  interim  supply;  Plesant  Grove- 
Purdie,  the  Reverend  Beverly  Fitzgerald;  Tabor 
City:  St.  Paul,  the  Reverend  G.  Jerome  Smith 
from  extension  ministry  position. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  encompasses 
56  counties  from  Burlington  to  the  coast,  with  a 
total  church  membership  of  over  235,000. 

*  LeeAnne  Thornton  is  conference 
communications  administrative  assistant 
and  coordinates  advertising  and  special 
sections  in  the  Advocate.  Assisting  with 
this  report  were  Sandy  Smith  and  Linda 
Smith. 


Reconciliation  UMC  in  Durham  receives  its  charterduring  Annual  Conference. 


Participating  in  the  service  for  retirees  at  conference  were, 
(L-R)  Sherman  and  Kim  Guthrie,  Linda  Faye  and  Ralph 
Hill,  Michael  Cast,  Bill  and  Carolee  Mitchell,  John  Paschal, 


Dianne  and  Roy  Catlett,  Joann  and  Marvin  Turner,  Johanna 
and  Allen  Hancock,  Nancy  Pugh,  Judy  and  Denny  Wise,  Gilbert 
and  Barbara  Beeson. 


Page  12  -  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  July  2006 


Around  Annual  Conference 


"John  Welsey,  "  as  present- 
ed by  P.D.  Midgett,  speaks  Regina  Henderson  plays  the  part  of  Jarena  Lee  during  the  celebration  of  fiflHHHHHBHHH 
about  higher  education  and  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Ordination  of  Women  in  Full  Connection  in  Phiiip  chryst  of  Wilmington  bags  potatoes  during  the  potato 
campus  ministry.  the  UMC.  drop 


Laurie  Hays  Coffin  an  speaks  in  favor  of 
resolution 


Demonstrating  two  different  robes  during  the  Cokesbury  Fashion  Show  are  Court- 
ney Jennings,  at  12  years  of  age  the  youngest  conference  member  in  a  white  robe  and 
Woody  Wells  showing  a  cape  that  accompanies  the  robe  he  is  wearing. 
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Rev.  Suzanne  Cobb  (left), 
pastor  of  Shi loh  UMC,  and 
Annie  Lee  Whitley,  lay 
member  from  the  Leah's 
Chapel-Shiloh  charge  in 
the  Raleigh  District,  cel- 
ebrate being  presented  the 
Key  Taylor  award  as  Dis- 
trict Superintendent  Ned 
Hill  looks  on. 


Bishop  Richard  K.  Thompson  of  the  9th  Eastern  NC  Episcopal  District  AME  Zion, 
Bishop  James  R.  King,  Jr.  of  the  Louisville  Conference,  and  Bishop  Gwinn  during 
ordination  processional 


t  1 


Ferrell  Blount,  chair  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  reads  from  a  plaque 
thanking  the  conference  for  paying  100%  of  general 
church  apportioned  funds. 


Emily  Innes,  conference  lay 
leader,  during  ordination  pro- 
cessional 


Bishop  Gwinn  prays  for  the  ministry  of  Teddy  LamontHemminger  II  as  he  is  commissioned 
and  ordained  as  a  probationary  member  during  special  services.  Assisting  in  the  service  is 
Assistant  to  the  Bishop  Paul  Leland. 


'  to  trie  drwah 
jot  to  'GO'ff* 
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Migrant  farm  house  could  be  model  for  future  construction 


Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co.  and  its 
president  praised  for 
leadership 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

KINSTON,  NC  -  Migrant  farm  workers 
began  using  a  house  in  early  June  that  could 
become  a  model  for  seasonal  labor  housing 
across  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

The  structure,  designed  to  promote 
quality  migrant  housing  in  the  Tar  Heel 
state,  was  dedicated  on  May  31  outside 
Kinston,  North  Carolina.  It  was  the  result 
of  collaboration  between  Harvey  Farms, 
Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co..  Duke  University, 
and  the  North  Carolina  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  house  was  built  by  and  on  Harvey 
Farms  not  far  from  Kinston,  off  US  Highway 
70.  The  2.800  square-foot  structure  was 
designed  to  house  1 7  workers. 

"This  is  a  spiritual  example  of  what  can 
be  done.  We  hope  this  effort  generates 
interest  in  figuring  out  how  we  can  better 
house  farm  workers."  said  John  McNairy, 
president  of  Harvey  Enterprises  which 
includes  Harvey  Farms. 

"We  wanted  the  house  to  meet  or  exceed 
state  migrant  housing  standards.  Most 
importantly  we  wanted  it  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  farm  workers  that  will  be  living  and 
working  here,"  said  Bill  Bryan,  president  of 
Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co.  In  addition,  original 
plans  called  for  the  structure  to  be  simple  to 
replicate  and  cost  effective  to  build. 

Bryan,  in  a  earlier  statement,  said  all 
project  parameters,  except  for  the  last  one, 
were  met. 

McNairy  said  the  "economics  of 
agriculture  across  the  state  now  would 
prevent  replicating  the  house"  but  he  hopes 
visiting  farmers  will  find  many  ideas  that 
can  help  address  migrant  housing  needs. 

"We  realize  the  project  cost  exceeds 
what  is  economically  reasonable  for  most 
farmers,"  Bryan  said.  "We  believe  the 
innovative  appearance,  materials  used,  and 
design  features  offer  lessons  that  are  useful 
and  thought-provoking." 

Bryan  is  an  active  member  of  Mt.  Olive 
UMC  and  McNairy  is  an  active  member  of 
Queen  Street  UMC  in  Kinston. 

Model  Migrant  House 

Cost  figures  were  not  announced  during 
the  dedication.  Statements  made  when  the 
project  was  begun  placed  the  estimated  cost 
around  $300,000.  Mt.  Olive.  Duke,  and 
the  Duke  Endowment  on  behalf  of  the  NC 
Conference  contributed  a  total  of  $130,000. 
Harvey  Farms  provided  the  land  and  the 


Dr.  Charles  Michael  Smith  (left)  and  Bill  Bryan,  president  of  Mt.  Olive 
Pickle  Co.,  display  a  model  house  for  migrant  farm  workers. 


balance  of  the  construction  cost. 

The  structure  has  block  walls  and  a  metal 
roof.  There  are  five  bedrooms,  four  of  which 
will  sleep  four  persons.  Each  bedroom  has 
a  smoke  detector  and  a  door  to  the  interior 
and  outside  of  the  house.  Two  bathrooms 
contain  one  toilet  for  each  three  people  and 
one  shower  for  each  four  people.  There  are 
two  washer  hookups  in  the  laundry  room. 

The  kitchen  has  two  ranges,  two  sinks 
and  counter  space  divided  by  a  refregerator/ 
freezer.  The  arrangement  will  permit  two 
meals  to  be  prepared  at  the  same  time.  The 
dining  room  can  seat  1 7  persons.  In  addition 
to  the  refrigerator/freezer  in  the  kitchen, 
four  of  them  are  on  one  side  of  the  hallway. 
The  structure  is  handicapped  accessible 
throughout.  Exterior  and  interior  windows 
open  easily  for  good  air  flow  which  is 
enhanced  by  mechanical  ceiling  fans. 

Covered  porches  are  created  by  the  roofs 
overhang.  In  addition,  telephone  service  is 
in  the  house  and  a  gas  furnace  will  provide 
heat  during  cold  days.  There  is  a  soccer/ 
recreation  area  for  workers  on  the  housing 
site. 

"We  all  started  out  trying  to  do  the  right 
thing  (about  farm  worker  housing)  and  we 
ended  up  doing  the  right  thing."  said  John 
Burness,  Duke's  senior  vice  president  for 
governmental  affairs  and  public  relations. 
"You  cannot  ask  for  much  more  than  that." 

"I  know  what  we  do  today  makes  God 


smile."  said  Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith,  director 
of  connectional  ministries  for  the  NC 
Conference.  "I  hope  this  building  does  in 
fact  become  a  living  powerful  symbol  of 
what  can  happen  when  people  of  good  will 
dream  dreams  and  have  visions  and  then  put 
money  and  muscle  behind  that  to  achieve 
this  kind  of  happy  and  good  result." 

The  driving  force 

The  concept  for  the  migrant  house  came 
out  of  discussions  of  a  work  group  formed 
by  Duke  and  Mt.  Olive  to  address  issues 
facing  migrant  farm  workers  in  North 
Carolina.  Duke  and  Mt.  Olive  began 
working  together  in  2002.  Late  in  2003 
the  NC  Conference  entered  the  discussions 
and  Harvey  Farms  agreed  to  participate  in 
2005. 

Construction  began  in  January  2006  and 
was  completed  in  May.  Migrant  workers 
began  living  in  the  house  in  early  June,  just 
before  the  growing  season. 

Bill  Bryan  and  Mt.  Olive  were  praised 
for  being  the  driving  force  that  brought  the 
project  to  completion. 

"This  could  not  have  been  done  without 
Bill  Bryan  and  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co.," 
said  John  McNairy,  president  of  Harvey 
Enterprises.  "They  were  instrumental  in 
making  this  happen." 

"It  is  nice,  very  nice,"  said  Leticia  Zavala. 


of  the  Ohio-based  Farm  Labor  Organizing 
Committee  (FLOC)  which  has  an  office  in 
Dudley,  NC. 

For  five  years  FLOC  had  boycotted  Mt. 
Olive  to  get  the  company  and  farmers  to 
agree  to  collective  bargaining.  Bryan's 
own  denomination  joined  the  boycott,  along 
with  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  and 
others. 

An  agreement  settling  the  boycott  was 
reached  in  2004  when  the  NC  Growers 
Association  and  its  farmer  members 
negotiated  a  labor  contract  with  FLOC. 
In  a  separate  agreement  with  the  union, 
Mt.  Olive  agreed  to  increase  payments 
for  cucumbers  in  NC  and  Ohio  by  2.25 
percent  annually  for  three  years,  to  provide 
a  3  percent  yearly  supplement  to  growers 
providing  workers' compensation  insurance, 
and  to  expand  its  code  of  conduct  for  NC 
suppliers  and  growers. 

"Very  few  processors  are  willing  to  get 
their  hands  this  deep  into  the  process  of 
migrant  housing.  I  commend  Mt.  Olive 
Pickle,"  Zavala  said  during  the  dedication. 

"I  am  grateful  to  Mt.  Olive  Pickle 
Company  and  Bill  Bryan  for  the  good 
attitude  they  maintained  throughout  some 
difficult  times,"  said  Dr.  Smith. 


*BillNortonisdirector of 'communications 
and  Advocate  editor 
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ishop  urges  families  to  take 
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Busy  streaming  out  Annual  Conference  on  the  webD 


By  Jerome  Smith  * 

There  is  much  that  happens  behind 
the  scenes  at  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference.  A  band  of  workers  helps 
make  the  event  take  place.  From  setting 
up  stage  equipment  to  broadcasting  video 
on  line,  many  people  give  both  time  and 
talent  to  make  the  event  more  accessible  to 
participants  and  the  viewing  public. 

A  guidebook  with  daily  agendas  is 
prepared  by  Communications  Director  Bill 
Norton.  This  guides  the  visuals  on  screens, 
teleprompters  and  many  other  modes  of 
communication  media  in  a  coordinated 
effort.  PowerPoints  and  videos  may  have 
come  from  many  sources  but  they  have 
to  be  arranged  or  modified  for  projection. 
Most  of  this  work  has  to  be  completed 
before  conference  begins. 

Behind  the  stage  is  a  man  who  wears 
headphones  and  constantly  talks  on  a 
microphone.  This  man  is  Ray  Pearce. 
He  is  the  coordinator  between  the  stage 
technology  and  the  video  truck  and  sound 
control . 

Outside  the  building  is  a  large  media 
truck  with  Wray  Stephens,  Dennis  Peay. 
and  others  using  state-of-the-art  video/ 
sound  equipment.  The  large  number  of 
video  screens  in  the  truck  provide  various 
camera  angles  and  text  overlay.  It  is  from 
this  truck  that  the  PowerPoints  and  videos 
are  sent  the  screens. 

In  the  Communications  Room  behind 
the  stage  (actually  an  area  divided  by- 
black  curtains),  a  team  of  communication 
specialist  uses  computers,  web  servers, 
video  encoders,  encoding  systems,  copiers, 
printers  and  more  to  help  connect  people 
with  the  news  and  information  of  the 
conference. 

Hours  of  video  are  available  online  at 
www.nccumc.org.  The  team  led  by  Doug 
Ward  with  Alan  Swartz  provide  this 
service.  Linda  Smith  keeps  the  conference 
website  up-to-date  from  her  office  back 
in  Raleigh.  On  line  video  includes  the 
State  of  the  Church  Address,  the  Service 
of  Commissioning  and  Ordination,  the 
Sermon  by  Bishop  King,  the  Sermon  by 
Bishop  Minnick.  the  Celebration  of  the  50th 
Anniversary  of  Women's  Full  Ordination 
and  more. 

A  new  addition  this  year  is  the  inclusion 
of  a  Members  Journal  or  Blog  system. 
Various  volunteer  contributors  including 
Dennis  Peay,  Taylor  Mills,  Steve  Taylor, 
Jerome  Smith  and  others  share  stories, 
photographs  and  other  information.  The 
system  also  provides  a  way  for  readers  to 
share  comments  and  questions  about  event 
coverage. 


Douglas  Ward  (front)  and  Alan  Swartz  were  two  of  the  people  working  behind  the  media  in  the  Communications  area.  Thev 
specifically  worked  on  video  streaming.  Coordinating  the  stage  presentations  and  production  can  be  a  daunting  task.  Below,  the 
retirees  are  greeted  by  Bishop  Gwinn. 


The  Saddlebag  newsletter  continues  its 
fine  tradition  of  keeping  the  Conference 
informed  about  daily  events.  The  newsletter 
is  provided  in  print  format  as  well  as  on 
line  in  pdf  format.  Taylor  Mills,  assisted 
by  William  Allen  and  others,  compiles  and 
prints  this  daily  publication.  In  addition, 
the  Saddlebag  was  sent  by  PODCAST  by 


Taylor  Mills,  which  allows  on  line  visitors 
to  hear  the  newsletter  being  read. 

Conference  does  not  just  happen 
overnight.  Many  people  are  seen  on  the 
stage,  including  the  parliamentarian  and 
other  staff  of  the  Conference  Secretary,  all 
sitting  behind  the  Bishop's  Table. 

In  addition  the  Minutes  Room  and  the 


Treasurer's  Office  outside  the  Center, 
Stage  Manager  Skip  Williams,  Worship  \ 
Leader  Johnny  Wright,  and  others  workl 
almost  unseen  by  conference  lay  and  clergy  g 
members  to  help  with  the  daily  operations. 

*  Jerome  Smith  is  pastor  of  Tabor  City 

UMC 
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Days  Apart  for  Young  at  Heart  training  in  Greensboro 


Judy  Stephens  * 

he  North  Carolina  Conference  and 
stern  North  Carolina  Conference 
mittees  on  Older  Adult  Ministries 
nsored  a  conference  entitled 
nnections  Through  the  Ages"'.  Along 
h  two  "Days  Apart  for  the  Young  at 
art"'  a  training  session  for  clergy  and 
y  was  offered.  The  joint 

lference  event  was  held  in  Greensboro 
West  Market  Street  United  Methodist 
urch,  May  25-27. 

3ishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn.  Jr.  led  the 
;ning  worship  service.   He  challenged 
participants  to  remember  that  '"God 
In-'t  intend  for  us  to  rust  out-  we  should 
ar  out"'.  He  used  the  story  of  Caleb,  to 
astrate  what  can  be  accomplished  in  a 
1  life  dedicated  to  the  work  of  God. 
3n  Wednesday,  leaders  and  facilitators 
Older  Adult  Ministry  were  taught  by  Dr. 
ck  Gentzler,  director  of  the  Center  on 
jing  and  Older  Adult  Ministries  for  the 
jneral  Board  of  Discipleship. 
Participantswereencouragedtoappreciate 
e  older  adults  in  their  congregations.  "W;e 
e  blessed  with  their  wisdom  and  faith 
perience.  We  need  to  help  them  realize 
eir  call  to  be  in  ministry,'"  he  said. 
The  group  viewed  a  newly  released 
deo  called  "New  Beginnings"'  which 
atured  ministries  across  the  nation  in 
hich  older  adults  are  involved,  including 
he  Shepherd's  Center  of  Greensboro 
here  older  adults  help  each  other  in. caring 
:llowship  through  a  variety  of  activities. 
Among  the  facts  and  projections  that 
rere  shared,  participants  learned  that  by 
020  close  to  one  out  of  two  adults  will 
e  50  and  older  as  we  move  from  a  youth 
riented  culture  to  an  elder  culture.  The 
hurch  must  be  proactive  in  planning 
linistries  that  help  older  adults  redefine 
leir  faith  journeys. 

Genztler  had  this  to  say  about  the 
vent,  "This  particular  conference  has 
een  amazing,  the  Spirit  invigorating,  the 
eople  enthusiastic  and  engaged  in  all  the 
iresentations.  It  has  been  inspiring  to  see 
he  networking  and  sharing  of  folks  in  this 
vonderful  event.  I  rank  it  high  among  the 
nany  in  which  I  have  participated." 

Dr.  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.  was  the  keynote 
peaker.  He  reminded  his  audiences  on 
fuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons  that 
Grace  moves  with  us  in  the  in-between, 
dmost  done  years."  To  receive  fresh  air  we 
Bust  breathe  out  and  be  ready  to  filled  once 
igam  with  God's  Spirit.  We  need  to  avoid 
fccycling  the  faith  of  the  past  and  look  to 
god  for  guidance  in  what  is  yet  to  come, 
■shop  J.  Lawrence  McCleskey,  from  the 


Western  North  Carolina  Conference  led  the 
Thursday  morning  worship  service. 

The  North  Carolina  Older  Adult 
Ministries  Committee  is  planning  to  offer 
another  event  for  Older  Adults  in  May  of 
2007.  Rev.  Dan  Jones,  chairman  said.  "1  feel 
we  had  a  wonderful  day  apart  for  the  young 
at  heart.  Rick  Gentzler  did  an  outstanding 
job  and  we  were  elated  at  the  number  of 
folk  in  attendance  for  the  training  session." 
Sl,363.00  was  collected  at  the  worship 
services  for  Hurricane  Katrina  Relief  in  the 
Mississippi  Conference. 


*  Judy  Stephens,  a  Deacon  in  Full 
Connection,  is  an  Older  Adult  Ministries 
Committee  member.  Laura  Bailey, 
conference  Media  Center  director  and  staff 
to  the  Older  Adult  Ministries  committee, 
contributed  to  this  article. 


The  Saints  of  God  Award  was  presented  to  three  churches  for 
outstanding  Christina  stewardship  and  service:  Wesley  Cha- 
pel in  the  Goldsboro  District,  Pinch urst  in  the  Sanford  Dis- 
trict, and  St.  Andrews  in  the  Raleigh  District.  Wesley  Chapel 


is  shown  displaying  their  award.  (L-R)  Bishop  Gwinn  Snodie 
Wilson,  a  member  of  the  church;  the  Rev.  Tuck  Bounds,  pas- 
tor, and  Milton  Gilbert,  Goldsboro  District  superintendent. 
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Church  invited  to  open  doors  for  Sunday  school  celebratioiA 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert* 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-Spruce  up 
the  place  and  put  out  the  welcome  mat-the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  having  an  "open 
house"  during  the  month  of  September. 

Igniting  Ministry,  the  denomination's 
national  television  and  welcoming 
campaign,  works  with  bishops  to  encourage 
congregations  to  celebrate  United  Methodist 
Open  House  Month  each  September. 
This  year,  Sunday  school  is  joining  the 
welcoming  wagon. 

"Sunday  School  continues  to  be  a  fruitful 
and  powerful  time  of  forming  faith  and 
building  friendships,"  said  Harriett  Olson, 
senior  vice  president  with  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.  "It's  easy 
to  forget  that  we  need  to  offer  regular 
invitations  to  children,  youth  and  adults 
who  are  not  already  part  of  a  class. 

"An  Open  House  can  remind  the 
congregations  to  do  just  that.  It  can  also 
be  a  platform  for  starting  new  classes  and 
building  on  the  congregation's  work  in  on- 
going faith  formation,"  she  added. 

According  to  the  Igniting  Ministry  Web 
site,  "Hosting  special  events,  worship 
festivals  or  mak  ing  other  efforts  to  welcome 
those  in  your  community  present  perfect 
opportunities  to  intentionally  recognize 
Christ  in  everyone  —  and  to  remember  that 
guests  may  look  for  Christ  in  us." 

Carol  Krau,  a  director  at  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship,  has 
prepared  some  planning  ideas  forcelebrating 
open  houses  for  Sunday  school: 

•  Select  a  date  in  September  to 
celebrate  Open  House  Month  and  get  the 
date  on  the  church  calendar. 

•  Plan  the  open  house  to  introduce 
members  of  the  congregation  and 
community  to  the  Sunday  school  classes 
and  small  groups  available  to  them. 

•  Encourage  members  of  the 
congregation  to  invite  friends  to  the  open 
house  celebration  and  to  Sunday  school. 

•  Identify  one  or  more  new  classes 
that  can  begin  in  September. 

•  Celebrate  the  ministry  of  Christian 
education  with  resources  available  at  www. 
gbod.org/education. 

•  Remember  that  Christian 
education  happens  in  many  settings  on  any 
day  of  the  week. 

"Open  House  may  be  on  Sunday  morning, 
Sunday  afternoon,  Wednesday  evening  or 
another  time  when  congregations  gather  for 
worship  and  study,"  Krau  said.  "Consider 
scheduling  some  classes  at  more  than 
one  time  so  more  people  can  participate. 
Schedule  some  classes  or  small  groups  in 
homes  or  other  community  locations." 

September  is  not  the  only  time  to  provide 


entry  points  to  Sunday  school.  Olson 
pointed  out.  Some  other  ideas  are  to  prov  ide 
opportunities  during  Lent,  Advent  or  as  a 
New  Year's  resolution. 

^Gilbert  is  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  news  writer  based  in  Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Local  TV  Back- 
to-School  ads 
purchased 

The  Conference  Communications  Circle 
is  purchasing  Igniting  Ministry  television 
and  other  advertising  during  the  Back-to- 
School  time. 

Advertisements  are  being  purchased 
from  broadcast  television  stations  in  the 
conference  and  cable  and  radio  advertising 
in  areas  where  the  broadcast  television 
signal  is  not  as  strong. 

More  information  will  be  available 
later  on  the  specific  dates  and  where  the 
advertisements  will  run. 

Congregations  should  begin  now  to  be 
open  and  welcoming  to  visitors  that  may 
visit,  especially  during  the  Back-to-School 
time.  Visit  http://www.ignitingministry.org 
for  suggestions. 


Helen  Little  (left),  a  member  of  Home  Memorial^ 
Clayton,  was  recognized  for  a  decade  of  service  on  tatter; 
Mission  Team  and  a  lifetime  of  Christian  service.  tfaitii 
side  her  is  her  pastor,  Alan  Swartz.  It . 

 iodii 


Dressed  in  character  to  participate  in  the  Celebration  of  the  50th  anniversary  of 
ordination  of  women  into  full  connection  in  The  United  Methodist  Church  are  (L-R) 
Albert  Shuler,  as  Bishop  Richard  Allen  of  the  AME  Church;  Denny  Wise,  as  John 
Wesley;  and  Denise  Conner  Waters,  as  Sarah  Crosby. 


Serving  churches  since  19461 


STAINED  GLASS  STUDIOS.  IN. 

STATES  VI LLE .  NO 
1-8OO-820-1292 

www.  lawsstained glass,  com 
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ACT  program  proves  to  be  boon  to  Miss,  churches 


?iona  D.  Rouse* 

MDITORS  NOTE:  The  2006  NC  Annual 
rerence  voted  to  join  the  Property  and 
talty  Trust  -  PACT.  The  following 
le  from  Mississippi  is  how  membership 
e  PACT  helped  the  conference  start  the 
ilding  process  after  Hurricane  Katrina 
uction.) 

MNS)  Reeling  from  the  impact  of 
icane  Katrina,  many  United  Methodist 
ches  in  Mississippi  received  quick 
from  the  denomination's  Property  and 
laity  Trust. 

vo  days  after  the  hurricane,  the 
issippi  Annual  (regional)  Conference 
contacted  by  PACT'S  chief  executive 
er.  Irene  Howard.  Within  two  weeks, 
insurance  program  sent  $1.3  million 
e  conference  to  help  pay  salaries  for 
laced  pastors  and  lay  staff  and  to  assist 
debris  removal. 

d  never  heard  of  an  insurance  company 
ancing  you  that  kind  of  money," 
David  Stotts,  director  of  financial 
tinistration  for  the  conference.  "...  If  it 
not  been  for  PACT,  there  would  have 
no  way  to  work  with  the  churches  to 
die  their  claims." 

'he  Mississippi  Conference  submitted 
rriy  300  claims  in  the  month  following 
rricane  Katrina.  The  conference  had 
ome  an  owner  in  PACT  in  January  2005 
e  first  of  1 5  conferences  to  do  so. 
n  an  October  report.  Howard  described 
CT's  initial  response  to  the  hurricane. 
In  partnership  with  the  Mississippi 
iference  and  the  United  Methodist 
mmittee  on  Relief,  PACT  has  prioritized 
assist  in  providing  temporary  housing 
i  compensation  for  displaced  pastors,  to 
p  re-establish  church  day  care  centers, 
to  aid  in  getting  churches  back  in 
vice  to  affected  communities,"  she  said. 
'AC  T  is  an  "insurance  captive"  working 
:h  Zurich  Insurance  Group  to  provide 
>perty,    general    liability,  automobile 
bility    and    workers'  compensations 
yerage  specifically  for  churches  and 
arch-related  institutions.  Being  a  captive 
mpany  means  PACT  is  owned  by  the 
anbers  that  it  insures  -  in  this  case, 
annual  conferences  that  belong  to 
It  is  administered  through  the  United 
ethodist  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
iministration  in  Nashville. 
'In  a  catastrophe  like  Katrina,  we  pay 
first  SI  million  of  loss,"  Howard 
PACT  gives  the  church  control  and 
ibles  it  to  ensure  no  one  is  excluded, 
[lose  decisions  are  left  to  us  and  not  to 
[for-profit  carrier.  It  allows  us  to  extend 


Hurricane  Katrina  washed  away  all  of  the  pews  and  the 
carpet  of  Leggett  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Biloxi,  Miss.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Woody  Woodrick 


coverage  where  coverage  was  heretofore 
unaffordable  or  unavailable." 
Special  session 

The  Mississippi  Conference  had  368 
claims  stemming  from  the  hurricanes,  and 
the  losses  could  end  up  approaching  $30 
million,  Stotts  said. 

About  five  church  buildings,  including 
Gulfside  Retreat  Center  and  Seashore 


Assembly,  were  destroyed  in  the  hurricane, 
which  hit  the  Gulf  Coast  early  Aug.  29. 
The  cost  of  loss  for  these  five  buildings  is 
approximately  $10.5  million. 

Ateamof  1 1  adjusters,  specifically  trained 
to  work  with  church  property  claims,  went 
to  the  area  as  soon  as  travel  was  permitted. 

Not  all  Mississippi  churches  are  members 
of  PACT:  each  individual  church  can  choose 


whether  or  not  to  belong.  At  a  special  session 
in  October,  Mississippi  United  Methodists 
voted  to  have  conferencewide  coverage 
through  the  program.  Out  of  1 ,200  people 
at  the  meeting,  only  three  cast  dissenting 
votes.  Stotts  said. 

*Rouse  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Tim  Tanton  with  UMNS  contributed 
to  this  report. 

David  Malloy,  Fayettcville  district  su- 
perintendent, (second  from  right)  and 
Alice  Smith,  Fayetteville  district  lay 
leader,  (right)  serve  communion  during 
the  opening  of  conference. 


Children  participating  in  the  AC  Kids 
program  at  St.  James  UMC  in  Greenville 
while  their  parents  attend  Annual  Con- 
ference, performed  to  the  assembly  near 
the  end  of  the  conference. 
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More  Around  Annual  Conference 


Jim  Perry,  president  of  the  M'ERCI  Board  of  Directors,  praised  the  work  of  Barbara 
Tripp  to  the  conference  following  her  resignation  after  serving  as  MERCI  executive 
director  for  six  years. 


Ernest  B.  Mensah,  a  native  of  Ghana, 
thanked  the  conference  for  paying  100% 
of  the  Black  College  Fund  apportion- 
ment 


Nancy  Pugh  (right),  passes  the  stole  froj 
a  retiring  deacon  to  Judi  Stephens  wl 
was  ordained  a  deacon  at  the  con 
ence. 


2 
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m missioned  Probationary  Members  -  Elder  Track  --  First  Row  (L-R):  Gerald 
;phen  Castle,  Teresa  Leigh  Alley  Buckner,  Rhonda  Turner  Maurer,  Kellie  Kathleen 
llagher-Smith,  Susanna  Lynn  Williams  Fitch-Slater,  Bishop  Gwinn,  Cheryl  Mof- 
Lawrence,  Rhonda  Riggins  Parker,  Terry  Allen  Hobbs,  Teddy  Lamont  Hem- 
nger  II,  and  Gail  Ingram  Myers.  Second  Row:  James  Dean  Whittaker,  Edward 


Slee  New,  Scott  Allen  Dodson,  Elmar  Karl  Neuschaefer,  Franklin  Karl  Grant,  Lau- 
ra Katherine  Wacker  Stern,  Pamela  Jane  Watkins,  and  Sandra  Barefoot  Schaller. 
Third  Row:  Jay  David  Helms,  John  David  Blackmail, Michael  David  Gira,  Jr.,  Woo 
IL  (Paul)  Lee.  Not  pictured:  Robbie  Biddix 


Ordained  Elder  in  Full  Connection  -- 
First  Row  (L-R):  Lawrence  David  Mal- 
colm, Elizabeth  Anne  Roberts,  Patricia 
Smith  Sykes,  Bishop  Gwinn,  Dennis 
Cecil  Lamm,  Kristen  Ann  Driscoll  Wil- 
liams, Patricia  Ann  Freeman  Hawkins, 
and  Cynthia  Kay  Lister.  Second  Row: 
Mary  Anne  Link  Shivers,  Kenneth  Le- 
roy  Davenport,  Robert  Wayne  Licht, 
Marion  Dale  Curtis,  David  Preston 
Haley  (orders  recognized  from  another 
Christian  denomination),  Grace  Renee 
Griffith  Hackney,  and  Carolyn  Kyle 
Sims. 


•  rdained  Deacon  in  Full  Connection  -  (L-R)  Bishop  Gwinn,  Randolph  Lee  Barnes 
I,  Eilene  Zaida  Bisgrove,  and  Judith  Smith  Stephens. 


Charity  Holland  (right),  a  resident  of  the  Cypress  Glen  retirement  community  in 
Greenville,  receives  the  United  Methodist  Association's  Volunteer  of  the  Year  Award 
from  Mearle  Griffith,  UMA  president/CEO. 
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Around  the 
Conference 


Front  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Burlington  works  in  Biloxi  Mississippi  in  January 
2006.  Members  include:  Reverend  Robert 
Simpson,  Roger  Jefferson,  Doris  Jefferson,  Kathy 
Thomas,  Jo  Ann  Barbour,  Steve  Cecil,  David 
Hedgecock,  Lloyd  Manning,  and  Fred  Weigand 
(Sitting). 


BISl 


Families   and   friends   celebrated  j 
college-bound  Methodist  youth  receive! 
$500    scholarships    from  Swansboi 
United  Methodist  Men  at  their  20C 
scholarship    &     recognition  dinne 
Brittany  Cuellar,  special  guest  speak* 
for  the  evening,  encouraged  studen 
to  'seize  the  moment,'  become  involve 
helping   others,    and    to    believe  I 
themselves.  Cuellar,  a  past  recipiei 
of  the  Methodist  Men's  Scholarship 
a  rising  senior  at  NC  State,  majorinU 
in    biochemistry   and    pre-med.  Th 
year's  recipients  and  colleges  are:  Toi 
Bounds,  UNC-Charlotte;  Holly  Jonffin 
NC  State;  Lindsay  Norris,  ECU;  Jenn 
Scholl,  UNC-Chapel  Hill;  Tyler  Ship| 
Appalachian  State;  and  Ryan  Wilmotl 
CCCC.   Pictured   are   guest  speaketga 
Brittany  Cuellar  with  the  graduates  an  :^ 

their  families  who  attended  the  dinner.  ,. 

01 


The  Clergy  Partners  Association  of  the  NC  Conference 
held  its  77th  Annual  Luncheon  on  June  15  at  the  City 
Hotel  in  Greenville  with  theme  s  "Walking  in  the 
Light  of  God".  Paul  Leeland,  assistant  to  the  bishop 
and  director  of  ministerial  relations,  was  the  speaker. 
Nine  spouses  attending  for  the  first  time  were  among 
the  more  than  90  at  the  luncheon  .  A  candle  was  lit 
for  each  deceased  spouse  or  widow  as  her  name  was 
read  during  the  Memorial  Service  at  the  Luncheon. 
2006-2007  Clergy  Partners  Association  Officers  are: 
(left  to  right,  first  row)  Jimmie  Shuler,  nominating 
committee;  JoAnn  Mentzer,  treasurer;  Tanya 
Edwards,  nominating  committee;  Elaine  Teague, 
2nd  vice-president;  Nita  Hill,  past  president;  Judy 
Lister,  historian.  Second  row  —  Joyce  Gwinn,  wife 
of  Bishop  Al  Gwinn;  Jackie  Blackman,  outreach 
chairperson;  Joan  Bisogno,  nominating  committee; 
Dianna  Whittaker,  1st  vice-president;  Jeannine 
Flynn,  president;  Tara  Lain,  secretary;  and  Judy 
Farmer,  clergy  care  committee.  Not  pictured  are: 
Annette  Wright,  retreat  registrar;  Alice  Girod, 
newsletter  editor;  Leslie  Sinclair,  nominating 
chairperson;  Pam  Shields  and  Kathleen  Haggerty, 
nominating  committee;  and  Jennie  Taylor,  clergy 
care  committee. 


Deaths 


pCK,  Sarah  of  Laurinburg, 
li  June  25.  Sarah  served  the 
Iference  as  Media  Center 
rarian  for  over  20  years  before 


her  retirement. 
BROWNING,  Paul  C.  (NB: 
retired),  died  June  25.  Services 
were  held  on  June  29  in  Burlington. 


July  2006  -  The  North  Carolna  Conference  Christian  Advocate  -  Page  23 

Conference  Calendar 


Compiled  from  the  Conference  Calendar  as  listed  on  www. 
nccumc.org 


Births 


ly  Grace  Mills,  daughter  of 
lor  (GR:  Williamston  First)  and 


Betsy  Mills,  was  bom  May  24. 


Classifieds- 


I  nister  of  Christian  Education 

i  mdon  United  Methodist  Church 
Columbia,  SC  is  seeking  a 
nister  of  Christian  Education 
ginning  Fall,  2006.  Shandon 
i  large,  dynamic  church  with  a 
nprehensive,  Christian  education 
>gram.  More  information  on 
Shandon  UMC  Christian 

'ganist  -  Part-time  Organ- 
'Accompanist  needed  for  one 
ditional  worship  service  and 
ancel  choir  rehearsals.  This  posi- 
n  will  require  accompaniment 

children's  choir,  soloists,  and 
trumentalists.  Playing  for  funer- 

held  at  the  church  is  required, 
t  weddings  provide  additional 
portunities  for  income. 


Let 's  Journey  To.... 
JERUSALEM 


Oct  22  -  Israel/Palestine  and  Jordan 

Oct  30  -  Israel/Palestine 

Jan  21  -  Israel/Palestine 

Jan  22  -  Israel/Palestine  with  Storyteller 

Jan  30  -  Jordan/lsracl/Palestine/  Istanbul 

Feb  1 1  -  Women  Rooted  in  Faith 

Feb  20  -  Israel/Palestine  with  Storyteller 

Feb  28-  Birth,  Ministry  and  Passion  of  Christ 


■tihan 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI.  •  Raleigh.  NC  27609 
91 9-783-871 4«  91 9-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 


education  program  can  be  found 
at  http://www.shandon-umc.org.  1  f 
y  ou  are  interested  in  this  position, 
please  send  your  resume  by  July 
15,  2006  to:  Staff  Parish  Relations 
Committee,  do  Rob  Tyson,  3407 
Devine  Street,  Columbia,  SC 
29205  or  e-mail  Rob  Tyson  at 
i1yson@sowell.com. 

Contact  the  church  (252)  946-331 1 
or  Dr.  Frank  Tatem  for  further 
information.  Sumit  leeter  of  inter- 
est, three  letters  of  reference  and 
resume  to  the  addvess  below.  Open 
until  filled.  First  United  methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  715,  Washington, 
NC  27889.  Phone  252-946-33 1 1 . 
Email:  frankt24@earthlink.net 


EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH 

-  Cottage  for  Christian  families. 
Second  row,  sleeps  eight  or  more. 
Three  bedrooms,  two  baths,  a/c, 
phone  and  cable.  No  pets.  $850  per 
week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special 
arrangements  for  y  outh  groups  up 
to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean  Tunstall, 
5273  Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC 
27504  919-934-4401 


JULY.  2006 

1  Rocky  Mount  District  Set-Up  Meeting, 

10am,  Englewood  UMC 

4  Independence  Day  (UMB  closed) 

10  Durham  District  pastor's  set  up  meeting; 

5pm;  Concord  UMC 


11 

17 

7/17-7/22 

(ACS) 

18 

26-29 


Burlington  District  Set-Up  Meeting, 
9:30am,  Orange  UMC,  Chapel  Hill 
Rockingham  District  Set-Up  Meeting,  6pm, 
St.  Luke  UMC,  Laurinburg 
Annual  Conference  Session  for  Youth 


Raleigh  District  Set-Up  Meeting.  9:30am 
School  of  Christian  Mission,  Methodist 


College,  Fayetteville 


28 


AUGUST.  2006 
1 

Issue) 
3 


13 
19 


8/24-8/26 
27 


UMW  Standing  Rules  Committee  Meeting 
during  the  School  of  Christian  Mission 


UMW  KEDE  Deadline  (Annual  Meeting 

Sexual  Ethics  Training  for  New  Pastors; 
9am  -  4:30pm;  Hayes  Barton  UMC,  Raleigh 
Wilmington  District  Set-Up  Meeting,  10am, 
place  TBA 

Golden  Cross  Sunday  with  special  offering 
Weekday  Ministries  with  Children 
Workshop;  9:30am  -  2:30pm;  Highland 
UMC;  Raleigh 

Sensitivity  Training:  10am  -  3pm;  FA,  GO, 
RO,  and  WI  districts;  Chestnut  Street  UMC; 
Lumberton 

Conference  UMW  Finance  Meeting, 
9:30am  -  4pm,  BB&T  Room  at  NC 
Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount 
Actions  Speak  Louder  Than  Words 
Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministry  Sunday 
with  special  offering 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


THANK YOU| 


for  giving  100%  to  all  general  church  apportionments  in  2005 


By  giving  faithfully  of  what  God  has 
entrusted  to  you,  a  world  can  he  changed. 


Your  faithful  contributions 
have  truly  made  a  difference! 


NORTH  CAROLINA 


Bishop:  Alfred  W.  Gwinn,  Jr. 

Burlington  -  William  H.  Gattis  •  Durham  -  Judi  J.  Smith  •  Elizabeth  City  -  Albert  Shuler  • 
Fayetteville  -  David  O.  Malloy  •  Goldsboro  -  Milton  H.  Gilbert  •  Greenville  -  Marshall  R.  Old  • 
New  Bern  -  D.  Douglas  Jessee  •  Raleigh  -  Edward  F.  Hill,  II  •  Rockingham  -  Leonard  E.  Fairley  • 
Rocky  Mount  -  William  C.  Simpson,  Jr.  •  Sanford  -  Jerry  Lowry  •  Wilmington  -  Woodrow  W  Wells,  Jr. 

Executive  Director,  Conference  Connectional  Ministries:  Charles  M.  Smith 
President  of  Conference  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration:  Ferrell  Blount 

Conference  Treasurer:  Sharon  E.  Strother 


BISHOP  MARY  ANN  SWENSON.  Pre»ident,  GCFA 


SANDRA  K  LACKORE,  General  Secretary,  GCFA 


General  Council  on  Finance  &  Administration 


"}on  will  be  enriched  m  every  way  for  your4 great genemsity,  which  will  produce 
thanksgiving  to  God.  Corinthia 


A  new  look  and 
new  format.... 

The  August  edition  of  the  NC  Con- 
ference Christian  Advocate  includes 
changes  designed  to  enhance  the  devel- 
opment of  your  conference  newspaper 
into  a  strong  ministry  tool  that  is  infor- 
mative, educational,  and  teaches. 

This  issue  has  an  emphasis  on  the 
ministries  of  MERCI  (Marion  Ed- 
wards Recovery  Center  Initiatives). 
The  printing  is  different,  the  paper  is 
different,  and  the  layout  is  different.  It 
is  all  part  of  the  growth  of  this  ministry 
into  a  publication  that  delivers  "News 

continued  on  page  13 


Groundbreaking  held  for 
Bethea  Center  —  page  9 


Event  at  Lake  Junaluska 
celebrates  Native  Americans 
—  page  1 1 
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Empowering  communities  of  faith 
to  help  people  living  in  eastern  NC 


The  Marion  Edwards  Recovery  Center  Initiatives 
(MERCI)  are  programs  of  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  North 
Carolina  Conference  made  a  commitment  to  help 
people  in  need  living  in  eastern  North  Carolina  for 
as  long  as  possible  with  a 
special  focus  on  "building 
homes,  uplifting  spirits, 
and  encouraging  families 
through  Christian  caring 
and  commitment." 
That  commitment 


iS 


to  express  their  love  and  gratitude  for  the  many  bless- 
ings in  their  lives. 

Following  the  devastation  from  Hurri- 
cane Floyd  in  1999,  the  conference  purchased 
a  warehouse  facility  in  Goldsboro  to  house  materials 

necessary  for  responding 
to  disasters.  There  are  two 
warehouses  with  46,000 
square  feet  of  indoor  space 
and  22  acres  of  land.  The 
center  includes  classroom 
training  space  and  hous- 
for  volunteers.  This 


£T2  C  1 


in 


brought  to  life  through 

MERCI  —  providing  a  series  of  initiatives  to  serve  facility  enables  MERCI  volunteers  to  carry  out  their 

those  who  have  housing  repair  or  replacement  needs  as  work  in  three  areas:  Disaster  Response,  Rural  Housing, 

well  as  providing  an  outlet  for  those  who  need  a  means  and  Mission  Support. 


Disaster  Response 

During  the  Hurricane  Floyd  re- 
covery period,  nearly  2000  fami- 
lies were  assisted  through  the  first 
MERCI  initiative:  Disaster  Re- 
sponse. Following  Hurricane  Isabel 
in  2003,  volunteer  teams  complet- 
ed 1,266  cleanup  and/or  debris  re- 
moval projects. 

MERCI  stocks  supplies  and  ma- 
terials necessary  to  equip  special- 
teams  sent  immediately  following 
a  disaster.  Classroom  training  and 
"hands-on"  demonstrations  are 
provided  in  cooperation  with  UM 
Volunteers  in  Mission. 


Rural  Housing        Mission  Support 


A  collaboration  with  The  Duke 
Endowment,  the  second  initiative 
for  MERCI  is  a  Rural  Affordable 
Housing  Program  very  similar  in 
structure  to  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity. Through  MERCI  House,  new 
homes  are  built  for  low-income 
families  in  the  eastern  NC  region. 

In  addition,  a  Neighbor  to  Neigh- 
bor program  encourages  churches 
to  take  on  repair  projects  for  low- 
income  families  who  have  no  other 
resources  to  help  them.  To  date,  85 
homes  have  been  repaired  through 
this  program. 


Mission  Support,  the  third  ini- 
tiative for  MERCI,  came  from  a 
need  for  space  to  collect,  sort,  and 
box  materials  for  other  conference 
mission  projects. 

The  smaller  warehouse  is  used 
to  collect,  organize,  and  pack  food, 
clothing,  medical  supplies,  and 
other  materials  to  make  school 
kits,  health  kits,  flood  buckets,  etc. 
Collections  are  on-going.  Items  are 
shipped  to  locations  around  the 
world  and  are  also  held  for  emer- 
gency use  wherever  UMCOR 
needs  them. 
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Disaster  response:  preparation 
is  everyone's  responsibility 


The  objective  of  disaster  response 
is  to  provide  immediate  assistance 
through  an  opportunity  for  Christian 
Service  for  those  wanting  to  give  of 
their  time  in  the  early  stages  following 
a  disaster. 

The  key  to  a  successful  recovery  ef- 
fort depends  on  good  casework.  Each 
person  or  family  requesting  assistance 
from  a  disaster  needs  to  be  considered 
individually. 

Early  Response  Teams  have  several 
functions.  The  team  members  reassure 
victims  that  the  church  cares  about 
them  and  show  that  United  Method- 
ists are  involved  from  the  beginning. 
Teams  provide  immediate  assistance  to 
persons,  usually  older  or  disabled,  who 


might  not  have  their  family  or  support 
system  nearby  for  assistance,  and  they 
can  speed  the  response  to  victims. 

What  do  Early  Response 
Teams  do? 

•  Provide  a  Christian  presence... 
this  can  be  the  most  important  work 
a  team  can  do. 

•  Debris  removal/temporary  repairs. 

•  Make  a  dwelling  "safe,  sanitary,  and 
functional." 

•  Observe  victim's  needs  and  report 
these  to  local  relief  operation. 

•  Be  a  part  of  the  caring  ministry 
of  "listeners"  who  will  help  victims 
begin  to  heal. 


From  a  Florida  resident: ". .  .Thank  you  to  you  and  your  team,  who  helped  our  family 
after  Hurricane  Charley,  place  a  tarp  on  our  home.  It  was  a  new  and  trying  time  for 
us.  Little  did  we  know  after  you  placed  the  tarp,  we  would  experience  3  more  hur- 
ricanes. The  tarp  was  put  on  perfectly  because  it  never  came  off  during  the  other 
hurricanes!!  Thank  God  for  people  who  care  about  people  and  have  plans  to  help 
rebuild  communities.  I  joined  a  not-for-profit  organization  and  worked  until  FEMA 
stopped  registration.  You  empowered  me  to  help  others.  Thanks!" 


From  a  Snow  Hill  resident: 

"As  I  sat  in  my  kitchen  and  could  see  how  beautiful  it 
was  now  I  thought  about  how  I  must  have  been  in  a 
trance  or  a  dream  world  since  September  1 999.  I  began 
to  remember  the  old  house.  The  coldness,  the  ugliness, 
the  big  cracks,  the  spiders,  the  rofipolies  (sic),  the  smells 
and  everything  else  that  was  going  wrong  had  a  fear 
on  me  that  only  God  could  remove.  From  that  thought 
I  knew  that  it  was  time  to  give  God  more  praise  for  what 
He  had  done  for  me  and  my  daughter. 

I  was  studying  from  the  book  of  Colossians,  the  first 
chapter  when  God  began  to  reveal  to  me  Christ's  body 
as  being  the  church  in  verses  24-29,  the  church  that 
fulfills  the  work  of  God,  making  the  word  of  God  mani- 
fested to  His  saints  showing  love  by  actually  doing  the 
reality  of  the  word  of  God.  I  knew  God  was  using  you  to 
bless  me.... 

...I  feel  that  I  am  back  to  normal.  Thank  you  for  allow- 
ing God  to  use  you  to  bless  me  and  heal  me  and  my 
daughter.  I  know  that  God  is  the  greatest  value  in  our 
lives  and  He  used  you  to  bring  healing  and  blessings 
that  we  needed....  And  thank  God  that  you  cared" 


The  hurricane 
is  over,  isrit  it? 


The  public's  memory  is  often  only 
as  long  as  the  media  coverage.  When  a 
hurricane  hits,  people  notice  it,  but  the 
attention  of  most  people  doesn't  last  be- 
yond a  couple  of  weeks,  when  the  news 
media  stop  covering  the  disaster. 

But  the  devastation  caused  by  flood- 
ing and  downed  trees  doesn't  end  when 
the  storm  is  no  longer  a  news  item. 

Homes,  cars, 
boats,  and  other 
property  have  been 
lost,  and  for  the 
uninsured  or  the 
underinsured,  those 
possessions  will  not 
be  returning  quick- 
ly, if  at  all.  Even 
for  those  who  have 
insurance,  the  set- 
tlements are  not 
given  soon  after  the 
disaster. 

Sometimes  the 
media  coverage 
brings  a  distorted 
image  of  the  disas- 
ter showing  beautiful  coastlines  with 
huge  vacation  homes  in  the  back- 
ground. These  limited  images  give  the 
public  the  idea  that  only  those  wealthy 
enough  to  afford  houses  were  hit  by 
the  storm.  The  real  impact,  however, 
was  miles  away  from  those  beaches,  in 
the  hundreds  of  inlets,  rivers,  lakes  and 
bays  that  crowd  miles  of  coastline. 

These  locations  are  where  small 
towns  and  villages,  populated  by  com- 
mercial and  subsistence  fishers  live  and 
work.  Unlike  the  beach  dwellers,  most 
of  these  fishers  lost  their  boats,  and  with 


Flood  damage  takes 
a  great  deal  of  time 
to  repair  or  rebuild. 
Some  people  affected 
by  Hurricane  Floyd 
in  1999  had  still  not 
completed  rebuilding 
their  homes 
when  Hurricane  Isabel 
struck  in  2003. 


them,  their  source  of  income  or  food. 
Add  this  to  the  losses  involved  with  the 
flooding  of  their  homes  and  offices,  and 
you  see  many  lives  that  will  not  be  back 
to  anything  like  they  were  before  the 
storm  for  a  very  long  time. 

Flood  damage  takes  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  repair  or  rebuild.  Some  people 
affected  by  Hurricane  Floyd  in  1999 
had  still  not  com- 
pleted  the  rebuild- 
ing of  their  homes 
when  Isabel  struck 
in  2003.  In  many 
cases,  houses  must 
be  gutted  before 
any  repairs  can  take 
place. 

No  rebuilding  or 
repair  can  begin  un- 
til FEMA  (Federal 
Emergency  Man- 
agement Agency) 
has  finished  its  in- 
spection and  pro- 
cessing  and  either 
accepted  the  appli- 
cation for  assistance  or  rejected  it.  Only 
then,  and  only  after  the  house  has  been 
gutted  and  allowed  to  dry  thoroughly, 
can  the  rebuilding  begin.  Depending 
on  the  weather,  this  can  take  months. 

Please  pray  for  people  affected  by  di- 
sasters. Please  pray  about  volunteering 
or  sending  money  to  help  with  recovery 
and  rebuilding  efforts. 

Please  tell  others  about  the  process  of 
recovery,  so  that  people  can  understand 
that  those  hurt  by  a  hurricane  are  not 
just  "the  rich  who  should  have  known 
better  that  to  build  out  there,  anyway." 
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rom  a  Hyde  County  homeowner  whose  home  was  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Isabel: 
Nothing  I  can  say  can  express  my  thanks  to  MERCI...  We  never  expected  to  live  in 
a  really  good  house.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  help  many  more  victims  of  disasters. 
You  have  showed  our  county  how  Christians  should  live  and  give  of  ourselves  to  oth- 
ers. It  has  really  changed  this  place." 

Rural  affordable  housing: 
MERCI  House  initiative 


For  many  people  in  eastern  North 
Carolina,  the  only  real  solution  to  their 
housing  need  is  new  construction.  The 
Marion  Edwards  Recovery  Center  Ini- 
tiatives (MERCI),  with  support  and 
assistance  from  local  and  government 
lenders,  can  build  homes  that  are  eco- 
nomical to  maintain  and  reasonable  to 
acquire.  This  program  is  designed  to 
help  lessen  the  severe  shortage  of  decent 
housing  for  low-income  families. 

MERCI  Houses  are  similar  in  nature 
to  Habitat  for  Humanity  Houses.  They 
range  in  size  from  1050  square  feet  up 
to  1200  square  feet.  Generally  they 
have  three  bedrooms,  two  bathrooms, 
an  eat-in  kitchen  and  a  living  room. 
The  homes  come  with  laundry  space 
and  standard  appliances.  They  are  built 
by  volunteers  to  be  as  energy  efficient 
as  possible. 

One  large  church  or  a  collection  of 
smaller  churches  can  build  a  home  in 
approximately  16  weeks.  If  necessary, 
construction  supervision  or  additional 
teams  can  also  be  provided. 

Since  MERCI  is  working  with  a  vol- 
unteer base,  homes  are  constructed  at 
a  reduced  price.  On  the  average,  20 
to  30  percent  of  the  cost  of  a  home  is 
for  labor.  By  utilizing  volunteers,  who 
provide  their  service  as  a  'labor  of  love,' 


MERCI  is  able  to  pass  along  this  cost 
savings  to  the  prospective  homeowner. 
Being  able  to  construct  the  home  at 
a  reduced  price  means  that  the  fam- 
ily needs  a  smaller  loan  and  has  lower 
monthly  mortgage  payments. 

Once  a  family  qualifies  for  a  house, 
family  members  must  put  in  a  mini- 
mum of  160  hours  of  "sweat  equity," 
must  attend  home  budgeting  and  home 
maintenance  classes  and  will  be  assisted 
through  their  first  year  by  a  financial 
mentor. 

Families  can  apply  directly  to  MERCI 
or  can  be  recommended  by  a  church 
or  other  organization.  Qualifying  fami- 
lies are  then  determined  by  a  MERCI 
caseworker. 

There  are  two  main  differences  be- 
tween the  MERCI  and  Habitat  for 
Humanity  programs:  first,  there  are  no 
materials  costs  to  the  volunteers.  The 
Duke  Endowment  has  supplied  funds 
for  building  materials;  second,  families 
in  the  program  are  repaying  a  conven- 
tional loan,  not  MERCI.  Participating 
lenders  have  home  ownership  loan  pro- 
grams designed  to  finance  new  homes 
or  homes  under  construction  in  a  rural 
area.  These  very  low  interest  loans  are 
made  to  qualifying  families.  Payments 
are  based  on  household  size  and  in- 
come. 

Home  ownership  loans  are  offered 
to  help  families  or  persons  with  lower 
than  median  incomes.  They  must: 

1.  Be  without  decent,  safe,  and  sani- 
tary housing. 

2.  Be  unable  to  obtain  a  loan  from 
other  sources  on  terms  and  conditions 
that  they  can  reasonably  be  expected  to 
meet. 

3.  Have  sufficient  income  to  cover 
necessary  living  expenses  while  mak- 
ing house  payments  (typically  includes 
taxes  and  insurance). 

4.  Possess  the  legal  capacity  to  incur 
the  loan  obligation. 

5.  Have  a  history  of  paying  rent  and 
credit  accounts  as  promised. 


Neighbor  to  Neighbor  brings 
churches  and  families  together 


In  the  Neighbor  to  Neighbor  pro- 
gram, any  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
can  present  a  family  (case)  to  MERCI. 
With  the  church  handling  basic  case- 
work* and  providing  the  labor  for  the 
repairs,  MERCI  provides  up  to  $3,000 
in  building  materials  for  that  home  or 
up  to  $1,500  for  a  mobile  home. 

Families  are  selected  on  the  basis 
of  low-income  status  and  a  lack  of  re- 
sources available  to  help  them.  Repairs 


are  geared  toward  making  the  home 
"safe,  sanitary,  and  secure"  and  are  not 
purely  cosmetic.  Churches  are  asked  to 
complete  one  project  before  taking  on 
another  family. 

It  is  the  intent  of  the  Neighbor 
to  Neighbor  program  to  reach  out  to 
as  many  communities  as  there  are 
churches. 

*Further  details  are  available  at 
www.merciumc.org  under  Neighbor  to 
Neighbor. 


Your  church  can  make  a  difference! 


Letter  to  Neighbor  to  Neighbor  team: 

. .  When  I  look  at  my  home,  I  feel  as  if  I  am  living  in  a 
brand  new  house.  The  work  that  was  done  by  the  United 
Methodist  Men  is  so  professional  looking  you  would 
think  I  had  hired  a  contractor  to  come  &  do  the  work. 

...I  was  truly  impressed  in  the  age  range  of  the  volun- 
teers and  even  more  impressed  to  see  several  teenagers 
among  the  group  including  a  high  school  girl. 

...I  now  know  God  does  answer  prayers  and  there  are 
still  good  people  living  &  serving  God." 
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Mission  Support  receives,  organizes, 

and  distributes  supplies  around  the  world 


United  States 

1,016  UMCOR  Cleaning  Kits  to  Pennsylvania 
2,286  NC  Migrant  Worker  Kits  distributed 
to  more  than  27  NC  Work  Camps 


Armenia 

120,000  lbs.  of  Humanitarian  Aid 


X 


Gulf  Coast  and 
Carribean  Hurricane  Relief 

59,290  UMCOR  Health  Kits 
5,610  UMCOR  Cleaning  Kits 
773  Baby  Kits;  1,317  School  Kits 
Infant  Supplies:  $347,077 
Medicines  &  Medical  Supplies:  $43,872 
Food  &  Miscellaneous  Supplies:  $165,31 


Afghanistan 

42,000  Blankets 
10,000  School  Kits 


Southeast  Asia  Tsunami  Relief 

12,923  UMCOR  Health  Kits 
384  Baby  Kits 


Liberia 

140,000  lbs.  of  Textbooks 
and  Medical  Supplies 
1  container  medical  supplies/ 
<^     textbooks  collecting  now 


Nicaragua 

1,709  UMCOR  Heatlh  Kits 
450  School  Kits 


1,000  School  Kits  &  school  supplies 
156  UMCOR  Sewing  Kits 
200  Health  Kits 


Zimbabwe 

2,066  Z0E  School  Kits 


MapOGraphicMaps.com 


Visit  the  MERCI  website  at 
www.merciumc.org  and  select 
the  Special  Needs  section 
for  information  on  urgent  needs: 


Flood  buckets  (Cleaning  Kits) 
Health  Kits 
School  Kits 
Migrant  Kits 
Layette  Kits 


The  MERCI  Warehouses  are  setup 
for  collecting,  storing,  and  distributing 
supplies  and  materials  for  NC  Conference 
mission  projects.  When  sending  items 
to  MERCI  for  shipment,  please  mark  clearly 
the  contents  and  the  destination. 
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Youth  "put  their  feet  to  their  faith"  to  help  others 
through  week-long  "Footprints"  camps  at  MERCI 


The  weeks  begin  with  a  willingness 
to  work  for  God  and  help  people.  They 
end  with  footprints  on  a  sheet  of  ply- 
wood and  a  foot  washing  service. 

For  eight  weeks  during  the  summer, 
Footprints,  a  summer  youth  work  camp 
is  held  at  MERCI. 

During  those  eight  weeks,  youth  par- 
ticipate in  a  guided  program  where  they 
can  be  trained  to  use  gifts  from  God  to 
improve  living  conditions  for  others. 

Since  2003,  785  youth  and  adult 
leaders  have  participated.  Sixteen  teams 
are  expected  this  summer. 

"Each  week  a  different  group  of 
youth  and  adults  arrive  on  Sunday  and 
depart  on  Saturday.  They  receive  train- 
ing at  MERCI  on  how  to  safely  and 
effectively  use  hand  tools.  Then  they 
are  sent  to  help  improve  the  living 
conditions  of  a  low  income  family,"  said 
Ann  Huffman,  director  of  volunteers 
at  MERCI. 

The  largest  number  of  youth  teams 
has  come  from  North  Carolina.  Teams 
have  also  come  from  Virginia,  Dela- 
ware, Tennessee,  New  York,  Louisiana, 
Georgia  and  Pennsylvania. 

The  59  teams  who  have  participated 
since  2003  have  logged  19,629  hours 


relate  to  Christ?  How  do  you  relate  to 
those  close  to  you,  to  the  community, 
to  the  world?"  Teams  are  responsible  for 
transportation  and  a  $125  fee  per  par- 
ticipant. 

Footprints  is  about  more  than  repair- 
ing houses  and  organizing  emergency 
kits.  Many  adult  leaders  have  com- 
mented on  the  bonding  between  youth 
groups  from  different  churches  and  the 
bonding  between  youth  and  the  home- 
owners where  repairs  are  made. 

On  the  last  evening  of  each  week, 
the  groups  come  together  to  paint  each 
other's  feet  to  leave  footprints,  to  wash 
feet,  and  to  say  what  the  week  meant 
to  them. 

Participants  reflections:  "I  felt  we 
were  changing  someone's  life;"  "How 
grateful  people  are  for  kindnesses;"  "I 
learned  how  to  do  things  I  never  had 
done  before;"  and  "Our  work  can  make 
a  difference  in  someone's  life." 


working  on  29  repair  projects  and  four 
new  homes. 

Teams  have  assisted  with  painting, 
replacing  a  ceiling,  general  repairs,  and 
building  a  wheel  chair  ramp.  They  have 


also  worked  at  one  of  the  two  MERCI 
Center  warehouses  prefabricating  out- 
buildings, building  pallets,  inspect- 
ing and  packing  UMCOR  emergency 
kits,  NC  migrant  kits,  Afghanistan  and 
ZOE  school  kits,  and  loading  contain- 
ers of  textbooks,  medical  supplies  and 
other  humanitarian  aid  to  Liberia  and 
Armenia. 

The  Footprint 
teams  stay  on- 
site  at  MERCI  in 
the  mobile  homes 
named  Matthew, 
Mark,  and  Luke 
and  prepare  their 
meals  in  com- 
pletely equipped 
kitchens.  Evening 
activities  center 
on  topics  such 
as:  "How  do  you 


School  Supplies  Bring  a  Smile 

Letter  from  Tyrell  Elementary  School  Principal: 

"...\  can't  thank  you  enough  for  the  much  needed  sup- 
plies. The  day  the  supplies  were  delivered  to  the  school 
...a  little  girl  was  almost  in  tears  because  she  didn't 
have  a  book  bag.  I  allowed  her  to  select  the  one  she 
wanted  and  told  her  it  was  hers.  She  replied,  7  don't 
have  any  money' I  told  her. . .  kind-hearted  Christians 
had  donated  the  book  bags  and  other  things  so  chil- 
dren who  needed  them  could  have  them.  She  left  smil- 
ing. When  she  got  to  the  door,  she  turned  and  said, 
'Please  tell  them  thank  you'.  " 


Your  generosity  enables  MERCI  to  serve 
your  neighbors  throughout  the  world. 

MERCI  is  solely  supported  ^  1 

by  donations,  grants,  and  volunteers. 


YOU  are 


tenet 


Call  888-440-91  67  to  find  out  how  you  can  help. 


Make  a  secure  online  donation  at: 


www.  merciu  mc  jorg^ 

or  give  through  your  church  to 
Rainbow  Covenant  Advance  Special  #  S00 1 36 
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Volunteers  —  changing  the  world  one  blanket  at  a  time. 

Volunteers:  the  powerful 
lifeblood  of  MERCI 


One  of  the  most  powerful  forces 
within  The  United  Methodist  Church 
today  is  volunteerism. 

Volunteers  enabled  MERCI  to  repair 
2,076  homes  and  have  built  84  new 
homes  in  the  wake  of  hurricanes  and  as 
part  of  the  Duke  Endowment  funded 
Rural  Affordable  Housing  program. 

A  few  months  after  Hurricane  Floyd'; 
devastation  swept  flood  water  over 
19,000  square  miles  of  North  Carolina, 
Tom  Hazelwood  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR), 
remarked  that  following  a  major  di- 
saster, the  damaged  area  will  either  re- 
turn to  normal  or  become  better.  You 
through  MERCI  ensure  that  the  living 
conditions  of  eastern  North  Carolina 
will  continue  to  im- 


prove. 

Long  after  other 
aide  agencies  ran  out 
of  money  for  Floyd 
and  Isabel  recov- 
ery and  when  there 
were  no  FEMA  al- 
locations to  repair 
or  replace  homes 
following  Hurricane 
Ophelia,  counties 
still  referred  their 
unmet  needs  to 
MERCI.  Volunteers 
enabled  MERCI  to 
continue  answering 
the  call  that  these 
storms  sounded. 

MERCI  completed  the  last  Floyd 
new  home  in  the  summer  of  2005,  al- 
most six  years  after  Floyd's  landfall. 
Volunteers  continue  to  complete  and 
repair  homes  Isabel-impacted  in  Hyde 
County  and  now,  through  an  UMCOR 
grant,  volunteers  restore  homes  dam- 
aged by  Hurricane  Ophelia. 

At  the  MERCI  warehouse,  volun- 
teers maintain  an  ongoing  presence  and 
the  opportunity  to  meet  needs  in  North 
Carolina.  They  collect,  sort  and  ship 
overseas  projects  for  the  North  Caro- 
lina conference.   Volunteers  began  by 


As  seen  through  the 
eyes  of  a  volunteer: 

"We  were  truly  blessed 
to  be  able  to  serve  and 
build  and  meet  the 
people  of  North  Caro- 
lina. The  groups  we 
worked  with  provided 
great  guidance  and 
fellowship.  Thank  you 
for  the  experience." 


and,  in  collaboration  with  the  NC  De- 
partment of  Public  Schools  and  STOP 
Hunger  Now,  10,000  school  kits  to  Af- 
ghanistan students  and  teachers. 

Volunteers  and  MERCI  support 
Project  AGAPE  in  Armenia  with  con- 
tainers of  humanitarian  aid  and  store 
supplies  for  Haiti  and  ZOE  (Zimba- 
bwe Orphan  Endeavor)  for  shipment. 
Operation  Textbook  collects  and  ships 
discontinued  NC  public  school  text- 
books to  Liberia  for  schools  that  have 
no  student  texts  and  precious  few 
teacher  supplies. 

One  in  every  five  eastern  NC  families 
lives  in  substandard  housing.  MERCI 
volunteers  are  repairing  these  homes 
and  have  built  Rural  Affordable  Home 
with  and  for  low-in- 
come families.  Vol- 
unteers  make  this 
happen. 

Funded  by  grants 
awarded  by  the  NC 
Conference  Mission 
Team  to  the  Neigh- 
bor to  Neighbor 
program,  volunteers 
have  repaired  85 
homes  and  have  an- 
other three  in  prog- 
ress. 

When  the  South- 
east Asia  tsunami 
wreaked  devasta- 
tion across  the  Pa- 
cific and  Indian 
oceans,  volunteers  sent  a  container  of 
UMCOR  health  kits  and  layettes  (baby 
kits).  But  nothing  compares  to  volun- 
teer response  to  the  2005  hurricane  sea- 
son: a  warehouse  completely  filled  with 
UMCOR  kits  and  needed  supplies  for 
relief.  There  were  days  when  90  vol- 
unteers accomplished  what  was  almost 
impossible:  sort  and  pack  the  donations 
and  load  them  into  trucks  bound  for 
the  Gulf  States  and  the  Bahamas. 

MERCI  thanks  past  volunteers  and 
welcomes  those  who  will  give  time, 
talents,   and  treasure  in  the  future. 


sending  42,000  blankets  to  Afghanistan      Volunteers  are  the  lifeblood  of  MERCI. 


Training  provides  ministry 
opportunities  for  preparedness, 
relief,  and  recovery  efforts 

MERCI  began  as  Disaster  Recovery  Ministries  after  Hurricane  Floyd  dev- 
astated eastern  North  Carolina.  The  North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Church  pledged  to  help  as  many  people  as  possible  for  as  long  as 
possible.  The  MERCI  program  has  taken  on  the  challenge  of  training  and 
coordinating  volunteer  teams  to  respond  in  many  capacities.  The  training 
empowers  people  to  react  appropriately.  Training  varies  from  a  walk-through 
of  local  churches  to  assess  their  readiness  to  a  four  day  full-disaster  academy 
held  at  the  center. 

Prepareness  Training 

•  Local  Church  Plan:  This  training  gives  the  church  local  tools  to  re- 
spond to  its  congregation  and  community  in  the  immediate  after- 
math of  a  storm.  Churches  need  to  be  self-sufficient  for  3-days  fol- 
lowing large  scale  disasters. 

•  Community  Damage  Assessment:  Taught  in  association  with  NC 
Emergency  Management,  this  class  explains  how  to  quickly  assess 
the  damage  in  a  community. 

•  Early  Response  Training:  ER  training  helps  specialized  teams  move 
quickly  in  the  community  to  provide  a  comforting  presence  while 
also  providing  access  to  homes  and  measures  that  will  prevent  further 
damage. 

•  Spiritual  and  Emotional  Care  (SEC  Teams) :  This  training  helps  UM- 
COR-trained  groups  which  respond  to  the  spiritual  and  emotional 
issues  related  to  disaster  situations. 

•  Casework:  Casework  training  assists  in  one-on-one  personal  rela- 
tionships which  empower  the  survivor  to  create  and  follow  a  disaster 
recovery  plan. 

•  Home  Assessment:  This  class  explains  how  to  walk  through  a  dam- 
aged house  to  evaluate  obvious  damage  and  realize  what  is  hidden 
and  how  to  address  the  repair  needs. 

•  Volunteer  Management:  Training  in  volunteer  management  teaches 
how  to  handle  the  volunteers  that  flow  in  after  a  disaster. 

•  Team  Leadership  Training:  An  excellent  training  to  prepare  teams 
participating  in  the  long  term  recovery. 

Relief  Phase  Training 

•  Deployment:  Deploying  truckloads  of  emergency  supplies  to  the 
affected  areas  that  have  been  collected  and  sorted  by  volunteers. 

•  Coordinate  Early  Response  Teams:  On  behalf  of  MERCI  partner- 
ships, coordinating  teams  being  routed  to  affected  areas. 

•  Guidance:  MERCI  provides  advice  on  organization,  volunteer 
management,  and  casework  at  the  request  of  UMCOR. 

Recovery  Program  Training 

In  the  event  of  a  large  scale  disaster  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 
MERCI  will  organize  a  recovery  program  with  a  holistic  approach  to  helping 
survivors  make  a  complete  recovery. 

MERCI  offers  training  at  the  warehouse  located  in  Goldsboro,  NC,  or  will 
provide  on-site  training  for  your  organization  or  team.  Call  or  visit  the  train- 
ing section  of  www.merciumc.org  to  register  for  a  training  class. 


MERCI  Training  =  Preparedness 
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Tom  Hroza  hired  in  July 

as  MERCI  Program  Manager 


Tom  Hroza 

Tom  Hroza  started  in  his  new  posi- 
tion of  MERCI  Program  Manager  on 
July  1.  In  this  position  he  will  serve  as 
the  visionary  leader  for  the  MERCI 
team. 

His  responsibilities  include  working 
with  all  aspects  of  MERCI,  coordinat- 


ing with  outside  agencies  on  areas  in- 
cluding funding  opportunities,  and  in- 
terpreting and  representing  the  program 
to  other  agencies  and  organizations. 

A  resident  of  Duplin  County,  Hroza 
holds  a  Bachelor  of  Science  degree  in 
Economics  from  North  Carolina  State 
University. 

In  addition  to  previously  serving  as 
construction  coordinator  for  MERCI, 
his  professional  background  has  been 
in  investments,  securities  and  financial 
services. 

Hroza's  expertise  includes  an  exten- 
sive business  management  background 
and  effective  communication,  presenta- 
tion and  public  relations  skills. 

He  is  a  member  of  Woodland  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Church  in  the  Golds- 
boro  District  and  is  serving  as  president 
of  United  Methodist  Men  for  the 
Goldsboro  District. 


Joey  Williford  named  MERCI 
Construction/Warehouse  Director 


Joseph  Allen  Williford  is  the  new 
Construction/Warehouse  Director  at 
MERCI. 

His  responsibilities  include  upkeep 
and  maintenance  of  the  warehouse 
and  grounds  as  well  as  the  materials 
used  in  MERCI  programs.  In  addition, 
he  serves  as  a  construction  supervisor 
when  building  teams  are  working  on 
projects. 

A  licensed  contractor  who  was  self- 
employed  before  joining  MERCI,  Wil- 
liford began  framing  houses  follow- 
ing graduation  in  1978  from  Eastern 
Wayne  High  School  in  the  Goldsboro 
area.  While  framing  houses,  he  worked 
for  a  contractor  and  was  job  foreman. 

In  high  school  he  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  Future  Farmers  of  America,  par- 
ticipating on  teams  such  as  tool,  soil, 
and  livestock  judging.  He  served  as  an 
officer  on  the  local  and  district  levels. 

He  is  licensed  as  an  evangelist  in  the 


Church  of  God  and  is  active  in  his  local 
church  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher  and 
Bible  Training  Institute  instructor. 

Williford  is  married  to  Belinda  Kar- 
en Harper  and  they  have  one  child, 
Joseph  Gabriel  Williford.  They  live  in 
Pikeville. 


Joey  Williford 


Training  at  MERCI 


The  key  that  opens  the  door  to  recovery  for  disaster  survivors. 


Prepare  today. 

What  are  you  doing  to  prepare  for  severe  weather? 
Do  you  know  when  and  where  it  will  hit  or  what  form  it  will  take? 

MERCI  offers  Casework  Training  that  teaches  you  how     Leam  how  to  help  families  recover  from  disasters 
to  respond  to  survivors  after  a  disaster.  The  training 
helps  you  work  with  the  disaster-impacted  family  to 
discover  resources  and  ways  to  recover  from  the 
damage  that  has  disrupted  their  way  of  life.  While  life 
will  never  be  normal'  after  a  disaster,  be  involved  in 
helping  families  discover  a  'new'  normal  lifestyle. 


by  signing  up  for  one  of  the  following  trainings : 

=>  Early  Response 

=:■  Spiritual  &  Emotional  Care 

=>  Home  Assessment 

=>  Team  Leadership 

—  Volunteer  Management 


MERCI  Fast  Facts  —July  2006 

5,476  Volunteer  Teams  totaling 
74,218  Volunteers  have  logged 

1,025,885  volunteer  hours  valued  at  $18,506,965 

to  repair  2,076  homes  and 
build  84  new  homes. 

NC  Conference  United  Methodist  congregations 

have  repaired  85  homes 

with  Neighbor  to  Neighbor  funding. 

During  July,  MERCI  has  shipped 

1,016  cleaning  kits  to  Pennsylvania 

for  flood  cleanup  and 

1,709  UMCOR  Health  kits 

plus  450  School  Kits  to  Nicaragua. 


For  More 
Information: 

MERCI  Website 
www.merciumc.org 


Conference  Guidelines  for  Disaster  Response 

visit  www.merciumc.org  and  click  on 

Disaster  Response  Committee  —  Conference  Guide 

NC  Conference  in  Mission 
www.nccmission.org 


Bracelets  support  Gulf  Coast  rebuilding 
with  Bishops'  Katrina  Recovery  Appeal 


Call  1-888-440-9167 or  visit  www.merciumc.org 
to  schedule  a  training  at  MERCI  or  at  your  organization  s  location 


By  Diane  Denton  * 

(UMNS)  "Rebuilding  churches  and 
communities"  reads  the  inscription  on 
bracelets  from  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  to  encourage  sup- 
port of  hurricane  victims  along  the 
Gulf  Coast. 

Money  from  purchases  of  the  maroon 
wristbands  will  be  used  for  the  bishops' 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal. 

The  appeal  focuses  on  the  needs  of 
clergy,  church  staff  and  mission  per- 
sonnel in  the  affected  areas  and  on  the 
United  Methodist  facilities-churches, 
retreat  centers,  urban  ministries,  retire- 
ment facilities  and  mission  centers-that 
were  severely  damaged  or  destroyed. 
Many  were  underinsured,  with  insuffi- 
cient coverage  for  damage  due  to  rising 
water. 

With  members  scattered  and  build- 
ings destroyed,  many  churches  in  the 
affected  areas  still  seek  the  assistance 
of  caring  United  Methodists  to  restore 
their  mission  and  ministries. 

"The  Katrina  Recovery  bracelet  is  a 
way  of  demonstrating  your  commit- 
ment to  this  shared  work.  It  will  be  a 
sign  of  the  covenant  we  embrace  to  re- 


store the  community  in  the  coast,"  said 
Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

"Your  partnership  is  essential  as  we 
engage  the  long  process  of  recovery  and 
restoring  our  community,"  she  said. 
"We  continue  to  be  grateful  with  your 
partnership.  Every  prayer  is  needed  and 
every  gift  is  welcome." 

Wristbands  are  $2  each,  with  free 
shipping  for  orders  of  50  or  more.  Or- 
der by  calling  toll  free  (888)  346-3862 
or  online  at  www.umc.org/churchre- 
covery.  Churches  are  encouraged  to  sell 
the  bracelets  as  a  local  fundraiser. 

General  contributions  to  the  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal  may  also  be 
made  online  by  credit  card  or  through 
local  church  offerings  labeled  "Bishops' 
Appeal  818-001." 

The  Council  of  Bishops  is  encourag- 
ing congregations  to  have  a  special  of- 
fering for  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal  on  Aug.  27,  the  Sunday  closest 
to  the  one-year  anniversary  of  Hurri- 
cane Katrina. 

*  Diane  Denton  is  associate  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Office  of  Public  Infor- 
mation in  Nashville,  77V. 
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Around  the  Conference 


A  lively  mix  of  colors,  cultures,  languages,  and  ages  came  together  the  last  week  of  June  when  Carr  and  Cristo  Vive,  two  Unit- 
ed Methodist  churches  in  the  Durham  District,  partnered  to  enjoy  Vacation  Bible  School  together.  Carr,  an  inner-city  church 
with  lots  of  space  and  few  children,  invited  Cristo  Vive,  an  Hispanic-Latino  congregation  that  worships  at  St.  Paul  UMC  in 
Durham,  to  join  together  at  Carr  for  "Adventure  Treasure  Seekers,"  a  Cokesbury  VBS  program.  Pastors  Rosanna  Panizo  and 
Cheryl  Lawrence,  along  with  Duke  field  ed  students  Matthew  Rawle  and  David  Madara,  lay  missionary  Rosa  Elena  Mayandia, 
and  other  volunteer  members  of  the  churches,  pooled  their  resources,  planned  and  put  together  a  three-hour,  daily  fiesta  of 
music,  crafts,  lessons,  prayer,  and  lunch.  Children  came  from  Cristo  Vive,  Carr,  and  the  neighborhood  around  Carr.  The  group 
of  children,  teens,  and  adults  did  evetything  -  speaking,  singing,  praying  -  in  English  and  Spanish.  Participants  learned  a  lot 
about  each  other  and  their  languages,  and  also  they  had  great  fun  together!  lAlabado  sea  Dios!  Participants  in  Carr-Cristo 
Vive  Vacation  Bible  School  partnership  are  shown  acting  out  motions  to  the  "Adventure  Treasure  Seekers"  song,  "Archeology." 


Twenty-seven  persons  joined  Hertford  United  Methodist  Church  (in  the  Elizabeth  City  district)  on  the  church's  Confirmation 
Sunday.  The  Rev.  David  Beck  is  the  pastor. 


Confe 


erence 


Calenda 


r 


Compiled  from  the  Conference  Calendar 
listed  on  www.  nccumc.  org 


August  2006 

3        Sexual  Ethics  Training  for  New  Pastors; 

9am  -  4:30pm,  Hayes  Barton  UMC 
9        Wilmington  District  Pastors  set  up  meeting; 
10am;  Location  to  be  set  later. 
Weekday  Ministries  With  Children  Workshop; 
9:30am  -  2:30pm,  Highland  UMC;  Raleigh 
Sensitivity  Training:  FA,  GO,  RO,  WI  districts; 
10am  -  3pm,  Chestnut  St  UMC;  Lumberton 
Golden  Cross  Sunday  (to  be  observed 
w/  special  offering) 
24-26  Actions  Speak  Louder  Than  Words 
27       Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministry  Sunday 
(to  be  observed  w/  special  offering) 


19 


19 


20 


September  2006 

1        Christian  Education  Month 
4        Labor  Day  (UMB  closed) 
9        "Not  Getting  By"  Workshop 

9  Conference  UMW  Executive  Committee  Meeting; 
Whitley  Memorial  UMC,  Smithfield;  9:30am 

10  Legacy  Building  Sunday  (observed  as  conference  day 
for  interpretation  &  emphasis) 

15-17  Mother  Child  Retreats  (Camps  Chestnut  Ridge 
&  Don  Lee) 

17       UM  Volunteers  in  Mission  Awareness  Sunday 

(observed  as  day  for  interpretation  and  emphasis) 
28-29  2006  Duke  Probationer's  Seminar 
30      UMM  Duke  Day 


NCC  youth 
ranked  5  th  in 
conferences 

giving  to  YSF 

North  Carolina  Conference  Youth 
have  been  congratulated  for  being  in 
the  top  1 0%  of  conferences  contribut- 
ing to  the  United  Methodist  Youth  Ser- 
vice Fund  (YSF)  for  2005. 

A  framed  certificate  was  sent  to  Sue 
Ellen  Nicholson,  conference  youth  di- 
rector, by  the  Young  People's  Minis- 
tries in  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship.  The  certificate  will  be  shared  with 
youth  during  conference  events. 

Conference  youth  ranked  fifth 
among  all  conferences.  In  order  and  the 
amount  raised  were: 

•  Virginia,  $12,892 

•  South  Carolina,  $12,081 

•  California-Pacific,  $10,814 

•  Holston,  $9,090 

•  NC  Conference,  $7,930 

YSF  is  a  mission  fund  of  United 
Methodist  Youth.  The  money  raised  by 
youth,  spent  by  youth,  to  benefit  youth. 
A  youth  is  selected  from  each  district  to 
serve  on  the  YSF  Task  Force  with  the 
elected  Conference  Youth  Treasurer  to 
make  decisions  on  raising  funds  and 
how  the  funds  will  be  used. 

"It  is  always  rewarding  to  work  with 
youth,  Conference  Youth  Treasurers  in 
particular,  who  are  enthusiastic  about 
raising  money  for  mission  through  YSF 
We  value  the  recognition  we  receive 
from  the  General  Church  for  our  giving 
to  YSF  and  strive  to  continue  the  great 
tradition  we  have  supporting  YSF  in  this 
conference,"  said  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson. 

Funds  are  raised  by  youth  through 
local  churches,  district,  and  conference 
events.  Seventy  percent  is  used  in  the 
conference,  and  30%  is  sent  to  the  gen- 
eral church.  Youth  across  the  denomi- 
nation decide  how  the  YSF  general 
church  money  is  spent. 

YSF  funds  in  the  conference  are  pro- 
vided as  grants  for  programs,  projects 
and  ministries  that  in  some  way  assist 
and  reach  out  to  young  people. 


Pilgrimage  2006 

...for  UMYF  groups 

November  10-11 

Crown  Coliseum  in  Fayetteville 

Register  by  Oct.  23 

For  info:  800-849-4433 
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Groundbreaking  held  for  Bethea  Welcome  Center 


Ground  was  broken  at  the  Lake  Ju- 
naluska  Conference  and  Retreat  Center 
on  Sunday,  July  2,  for  the  Joseph  and 
Shirley  Bethea  Welcome  Center. 

The  12,000  square  foot  structure 
will  take  10  months  to  construct  and 
will  serve  as  the  Welcome  Center  and 
lodging  check-in  location  for  the  retreat 
center,  located  near  Asheville. 

Over  $1.6  million  has  been  raised  for 
the  building  through  donations  from 
over  1000  individuals,  regional  busi- 
nesses and  United  Methodist  groups, 
including  15  conferences  within  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

According  to  Bishop  Lawrence  Mc- 
Cleskey,  resident  bishop  of  the  Char- 
lotte Area,  "committees  were  organized 
in  the  Carolinas  and  over  $600,000  was 
raised  from  those  three  conferences. 
The  other  annual  conferences  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  joined  in  to 
raise  another  $400,000." 

Joseph  Bethea  was  an  African-Amer- 
ican United  Methodist  bishop  who 
served  in  North  Carolina,  South  Car- 
olina and  Virginia.  He  was  elected  to 
the  episcopacy  while  serving  as  Raleigh 
district  superintendent. 

"We  are  proud  to  name  this  build- 
ing after  Joseph  and  Shirley  Bethea. 
They  were  leaders  of  hospitality  and 
kindness  for  The  United  Methodist 
Church,"  said  Jimmy  Carr,  executive 


Participating  with  the  ground  breaking  using  shovels  were  (L-R)  the  Rev.  Robert  and  Annie  Fairley,  the  Rev.  David  Malloy,  Bishop 
Charlene  Kammerer,  Jimmy  Carr,  Josefa  Bethea  Wall,  Charles  Hutinson,  and  Bishop  James  Swanson. 


director  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tion. "This  building  will  serve  as  a  con- 
stant reminder  that  we  are  all  children 
of  God  and  need  to  be  welcoming  to 
everyone,"  Carr  said. 

Over  250  people  attended  the  ground 
breaking  including  Bishops  McCleskey 
Mary  Virginia  Taylor,  South  Carolina 
Conference;  Charlene  P.  Kammerer, 
Virginia  Conference;  and  James  E. 


Swanson,  Holston  Conference. 

Bishop  Swanson  also  delivered  the 
sermon  for  the  ceremony  and  stated, 
"We  want  folks  to  know  that  they  are 
welcome  at  Lake  Junaluska." 

Josefa  Bethea  Wall,  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Shirley  Bethea,  also  attend- 
ed the  groundbreaking.  She  said  the 
center  "will  represent  reconciliation  and 
welcome  many  in  the  manner  which 


Joseph  and  Shirley  Bethea  welcomed 
many.  It  will  stand  as  a  symbol  of  the 
church's  hospitality." 

Lake  Junaluska  Conference  and  Re- 
treat Center  is  one  of  three  facilities 
owned  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
(SEJ)  ofThe  United  Methodist  Church. 
Each  year  it  hosts  over  150,000  guests 
who  use  it  facilities  for  meetings,  vaca- 
tions, and  recreation. 


"The  church's  only  business  is  not  to  stay  in  business,  but  to  stay  in 
mission.  The  heart  palpitations  and  fibrillations  caused  by  the  "double 

whammy"  to  the  heart  of  Christianity  [post-Christendom  and  post- 
modernity]  make  defibrillators  like  Dr.  Holt  Clarke's  book  all  the  more 
necessary.  Dr.  Clarke  understands  this  new  mission  frontier  for  Chris- 
tianity, and  shows  how  we  can  reconfigure  mission  for  a  new  world." 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION,  PLEASE  VISIT:  www.holtclarke.com 


"I'm  telling  you,  these  devotions  wiii  get  you  'out  of  the  start- 
ing blocks'!!  Dr.  Clarke  is  the  real  thing!  He's  authentic  and 

insightful.  Dr.  Clarke  is  on  the  'cutting  edge'  of  Christian 
writers.  He  takes  you  from  the  'starting  blocks'  to  the  'finish 
line'!  Enjoy  the  race  -  but  remember;  you've  got  to  'GO'!!" 

Dr.  Dennis  Swanberg 
America's  Minister  of  Encouragement 
Author/Humorist/TV  Host 
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Local  government  actions  challenge 
Scouting  Ministry  recruitment 


By  Stan  Belyeu  * 

"Raise  your  hand  if  you  were  a  Boy 
Scout,  Girl  Scout,  4-H  member,  or 
Camp  Fire  member  at  any  point  in 
your  life." 

Whenever  that  request  is  made  in 
a  United  Methodist  Church,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  the  room  raise 
their  hands.  In  The  United  Methodist 


Op-Ed 


An  occasional  article 
expressing  opinions 
or  taking  a  stand 
on  a  ministry 
within  the  North 
Carolina  Conference 

Church,  we  define  Scouting  Ministry 
to  include  all  four  of  these  partner  agen- 
cies. We  understand  the  importance  of 
this  ministry.  It's  both  an  outreach  and 
an  in-reach  ministry  that  brings  "char- 
acter development  and  leadership  train- 
ing" to  our  youth.  It's  a  ministry  that 
perfectly  complements  Bishop  Gwinn's 
objectives  to  "build  healthy  churches 
and  develop  effective  leaders." 

One  of  our  Scouting  Ministry  part- 
ners (the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  or  BSA) 
has  an  especially  large  presence  in  our 
church.  Our  34,000+  churches  in  the 
U.S.  sponsor  almost  12,000  Boy  Scout 
units  (packs,  troops,  and/or  crews)  and 


serve  400,000  youth  and  50,000  lead- 
ers. In  the  NC  Conference  (NCC), 
our  850+  churches  sponsor  more  than 
300  BSA  units  and  serve  about  11,000 
youth.  We  believe  in  this  ministry  and 
we  care  about  the  health  and  growth  of 
our  UM-BSA  partnership. 

That's  why  we  care  about  recent  ac- 
tions taken  by  a  few  county  government 
agencies  in  our  conference.  These  actions 
have  put  some  of  our  local  Boy  Scout 
Councils  in  a  precarious  situation  with 
respect  to  their  recruiting  programs.  In 
addition  to  the  recruiting  challenge,  we 
find  that  youth  membership  in  the  UM 
Scouting  Ministry  has  been  decreasing 
for  the  last  few  years.  These  situations 
present  a  perfect  opportunity  for  every 
NCC  church  to  step  forward  in  support 
of  its  local  BSA  Council. 

In  order  to  understand  the  "lo- 
cal government  action  portion"  of  the 
problem,  let's  look  at  one  of  the  BSA 
Councils  in  our  conference.  The  Occo- 
neechee  Council  covers  12  counties  in 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  NCC,  from 
the  Virginia  border  to  below  Fayette- 
ville.  Raleigh  and  Wake  County  are  in 
this  council. 

Early  this  year,  the  Wake  County 
School  Board  implemented  a  policy  to 
ban  the  distribution  of  material  by  non- 
students  within  the  schools.  Wake  was 
the  second  county  to  implement  such 
a  policy.  Orange  County  is  the  other 
one. 

On  the  surface,  this  policy  makes 
good  sense.  It  prevents  teachers  and  stu- 
dents from  being  buried  with  flyers  go- 


ing home  in  backpacks,  and  it  prevents 
certain  radical  groups  from  having  ac- 
cess to  students  through  schools. 

However,  it  "allows  the  good  to  be 
hurt  along  with  the  bad."  Consider  the 
following  facts  about  the  Occoneechee 
Council  of  the  BSA: 

•  Wake  and  Orange  Counties  contain 
46%  of  the  council's  scouts. 

•  These  are  two  of  the  top  three  counties 
in  the  council  with  respect  to 
growth  rates. 

•  Wake  is  the  #1 -rated  county  in  the 
council  for  growth  in  all  levels  of 
the  BSA  program. 

•  For  the  last  three  years,  surveys  have 
indicated  that  60%  to  70%  of  the 
new  Cub  Scouts  registered  because 
of  the  flyers  that  were  distributed  in 
the  schools. 

School  access  challenges  are  not  new 
to  Boy  Scouts.  It  has  become  a  national- 
level  problem.  However,  the  Wake  and 
Orange  County  policies  are  the  first 
ones  to  bring  the  challenge  to  our  con- 
ference. There  are  12  BSA  councils  in 
the  NCC.  Four  of  those  are  completely 
contained  (geographically)  within  the 
borders  of  our  conference.  Two  of  those 
four  councils  (Tuscarora  in  the  Golds- 
boro  area)  and  Cape  Fear  (in  the  Wilm- 
ington area)  do  not  yet  have  "school  ac- 
cess" issues. 

One  council  (East  Carolina)  has  a 
single  county  (Pitt)  that  has  prevented 
BSA  presentations  in  the  classroom. 
That's  how  the  Wake  and  Orange 
county  situations  (in  the  Occoneechee 
Continued  on  pg.  13 


BIRTH: 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
Franklin  (GO:  Pine  Level- 
Sanders  Chapel  UMC) 
announce  the  birth  of 
a  son,  Gabriel  Matthew 
Franklin,  on  June  20. 


DEATHS: 

HAYES,  Carol  Dell,  Deacon 
in  Full  Connection  and 
previously  on  the  Confer- 
ence Connectional  Min- 
istries staff,  died  July  7  in 
Florida.  A  Celebration  of 
the  Life  and  Ministry  was 
held  on  July  1 6  at  Epworth 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Durham. 

POLLARD,  Helen  Mitchell, 
widow  of  Rev.  John  Mitch- 
ell died  June  27, 2006. The 
funeral  was  held  June  30 
in  Goldsboro. 

SINGLEY,  Jan,  wife  of  the 
Rev.  Carl  Singley  (RO: 
Caledonia),  died  July  15. 
A  memorial  service  was 
held  July  17  at  Hebron 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Mebane. 

WHITE,  Christian  (RA: 
retired)  died  July  18. 
The  funeral  was  held  July 
21  at  First  United  Method- 
ist Church  of  Graham. 


Two  Special  Offering  Sundays  In  August 


Golden  Cross  offering  on  August  20 
assists  laity  with  health  care  expenses 


One  of  the  unique  ministries  in  the 
North  Carolina  conference  is  the  Gold- 
en Cross  Ministry.  This  ministry  helps 
our  laity  (and  only  the  laity)  who  are 
burdened  and  stressed  by  mounting 
medical  bills. 

A  grant  of  $2000  can  be  offered  to 
a  United  Methodist  family  in  the  con- 
ference once  a  year  to  help  them  with 
the  financial  burdens  of  health  care. 
However,  the  Golden  Cross  budget  is 
only  $19,000  this  year  so  your  help  is 
needed. 

Sunday,  August  20,  has  been  des- 
ignated by  the  conference  as  Golden 
Cross  Sunday.  Please  take  a  love  offer- 
ing on  that  Sunday  to  help  supplement 
the  Golden  Cross  budget.  Gifts  of  love 
will  enable  Golden  Cross  to  assist  more 


families  that  otherwise  may  not  be 
helped  because  the  funds  have  run  out. 

In  2005,  Golden  Cross  helped  a 
total  of  1 7  families  but  had  to  turn  away 
that  many  more  because  funds  were  de- 
pleted by  October.  Don't  let  that  hap- 
pen this  year.  For  the  first  time,  Golden 
Cross  is  also  designated  as  a  Conference 
Advance  Special  (#S-00153)  and  can  be 
a  part  of  each  church's  Rainbow  Cov- 
enant giving. 

Please  take  an  offering  for  Golden 
Cross  on  the  third  Sunday  of  August. 
If  it  is  not  possible  on  that  date,  take  it 
on  another  appropriate  date. 

If  you  have  questions,  write  Richard 
C.  Vaughan,  conference  Golden  Cross 
director,  at  cumc.pastor@mindspring. 
com. 


DBOM  offering  on  August  27 
helps  provide  prison  Bible  study 


On  Sunday,  August  27,  a  special  of- 
fering will  be  received  in  churches  of 
the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North 
Carolina  Conferences  for  Disciple  Bible 
Outreach  Ministries  (DBOM). 

All  churches  are  encouraged  to  set 
aside  time  in  the  worship  service  that 
day  to  ask  the  congregation  to  contrib- 
ute their  time,  talents,  gifts  and  service 
to  this  ministry  of  our  two  North  Caro- 
lina conferences. 

DBOM's  outreach  is  an  example  of 
what  can  happen  when  ministry  moves 
beyond  church  walls  and  impacts  the 
community  for  Jesus  Christ.  DISCIPLE 
Bible  Study  in  the  prisons  and  RINGS 
OF  FELLOWSHIP  in  the  Youth  De- 
velopment Centers  are  making  a  great 
difference  in  the  lives  of  incarcerated 


persons.  DBOM's  new  DISCIPLE 
training  initiative  will  ensure  that  every 
church  in  our  conference  receives  free 
DISCIPLE  training  in  its  own  district. 

Envelopes  have  been  packaged  for 
each  church  according  to  worship  at- 
tendance and  available  from  district 
offices.  These  are  provided  as  bulletin 
inserts  for  August  27.  In  addition,  a 
promotional  DVD  for  use  in  the  wor- 
ship service  that  day  is  available  from 
district  offices  or  can  be  downloaded 
from  the  DBOM  website  at:  www.dis- 
ciplebibleoutreach.org. 

The  DVD  offers  three  different  vid- 
eo cuts  from  which  to  choose  in  order 
to  suit  each  congregation's  needs.  Sup- 
port for  this  special  offering  is  greatly 
appreciated. 
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The  Cherokee  singers  perform  at  the  opening  service  of  the  Native  American  Summer  Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 
A  UMNS  photo  by  Darlene  Jacobs 

Event  at  Lake  Junaluska  celebrates 
and  focuses  on  Native  Americans 


By  Milse  Furtado* 

Deckee  Garris  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  "because  it  allows 
me  to  be  Indian  with  my  traditions  and 
at  the  same  time  it  gives  me  freedom  to 
worship  God." 

Garris,  a  member  of  the  Catawba  tribe, 
was  one  of  350  participants  who  gath- 
ered June  23-25  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C, 
for  the  18th  Native  American  Summer 
Conference.  The  theme  for  the  event  was 
"Every  Member  in  Ministry  for  the  21st 
Century:  Called,  Chosen  and  Equipped 
to  Walk  the  Sacred  Path." 

"I  am  always  so  inspired  by  the  ener- 
gy and  passion  and  compassion  of  this 
group,"  said  Suanne  Ware-Diaz,  a  staff  ex- 
ecutive with  United  Methodist  Commis- 
sion on  Religion  and  Race.  "There  were 
so  many  activities  for  people  of  all  ages." 

The  event  was  "designed  to  heighten 
awareness  of  critical  social,  contempo- 
rary and  cultural  issues  affecting  native 
people,  spiritual  strengthening  and  re- 
newal, and  the  celebration  of  inter-trib- 
al ministries  within  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church,"  according  to  Darlene 
Jacobs,  director  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Agency  on  Native  Ameri- 
can Ministries. 

SEJANAM  is  the  advocate  for  23 
Native  American  congregations  and 
three  other  ministries  in  the  Southeast 
Jurisdiction. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Locklear,  pastor 
of  Prospect  United  Methodist  Church, 
Maxton,  and  former  director  of  SEJA- 
NAM, presented  a  native  perspective 
on  the  pros  and  cons  of  gaming. 


"Many  Native  Americans  in  reser- 
vations live  in  poverty,"  said  Locklear. 
"When  gaming  was  introduced  to  them 
there  was  a  dramatic  improvement  in 
their  lives." 

But  gaming  also  has  a  negative  side, 
he  warned.  "Gaming  has  been  viewed  as 
an  addiction  and  it  is  so  overwhelming 
and  overpowering  that  people  are  not 
able  to  make  a  choice,  therefore  they 
jeopardize  their  livelihood,  impacting 
their  home  economy,  family,  job  and 
social  status." 

Other  presenters  dealt  with  the 
emerging  pandemic  of  HIV  and  AIDS 
within  native  communities,  the  preva- 
lence of  domestic  violence,  and  critical 
health  issues  affecting  the  native  popu- 
lation. 

Evelyn  Laycock,  author  and  writer, 
presented  an  in-depth  discussion  on  so- 
cial issues  from  a  biblical  perspective. 

A  special  recognition  ceremony  was 
held  to  commemorate  and  honor  the 
labor,  commitment  and  dedication  of 
native  ministries.  Nominees  were  given 
a  special  certificate,  along  with  a  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  SEJANAM  board  of 
directors. 

Jacobs  called  the  gospel  singing 
"one  of  the  highlights  of  the  confer- 
ence." Fifteen  groups  singing  southern, 


native,  and  contemporary  gospel  songs 
and  children  also  performed. 

"Everyone  was  energized  by  the  spirit 
after  the  hymn  sing  that  was  only  sup- 
posed to  last  about  an  hour  but  went  on 
for  three  hours,"  said  Ware-Diaz. 

Keynote  speakers  were  North  Car- 
olina Conference  Bishop  Al  Gwinn, 
the  Rev.  Chester  Jones,  top  executive 
at  the  United  Methodist  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race,  and  the  Rev. 
Marion-Moore  Colgan,  chairperson  of 
the  National  United  Methodist  Native 
American  Center. 

Graham  Fields,  western  regional 
representative  for  Sen.  Elizabeth  Dole, 
along  with  the  Rev.  Al  Ward,  super- 
intendent for  the  Waynesville  District 
Office,  brought  special  greetings. 

*  Milse  Furtado,  an  intern  at  United 
Methodist  Communications,  is  commu- 
nications major  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Rust  College,  Holly  Springs,  Miss. 


Give  an  Advocate  subscription 
for  a  birthday  or  Christmas  present! 

Cost  is  $15  individual  or  $12  for  10  or  more 
subscriptions  submitted  together  with  payment, 
for  info  call  Linda  Smith  at  800-849-4433,  Ext.  238. 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  - 
Cottage  for  Christian  families.  Sec- 
ond row,  sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three 
bedrooms,  two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh  Rd., 
Benson,  NC  27504  919-934-4401. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt. 
No  steps!  Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40 
nite/3  nite  min.  Call  828-456-5183. 


Apply  for  CPI 
grant  by 
September  30 

The  Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclu- 
siveness  (CPI)  grant  applications  are 
now  available.  The  program  was  devel- 
oped with  three  goals: 

•  To  strengthen  programs/projects 
developed  by  one  or  more  United 
Methodist  local  church(es)  with  pri- 
ority given  to  ethnic  churches; 

•  To  provide  seed  money  to  support 
mission  projects  that  address  social 
problems  or  concerns  as  they  impact 
racial/ethnic  persons  and  empower 
racial/ethnic  persons; 

•  And  to  provide  programs/projects  for 
people  to  work  together  toward  a  bet- 
ter understanding  of  inclusiveness. 
Projects  receiving  grants  in  the  past 

have  included  a  felon  re-entry  program, 
multi-ethnic  arts  and  crafts  ministries, 
multi-ethnic  music  ministries,  work 
training  programs,  tutoring  programs, 
and  literacy  programs.  Special  consider- 
ation will  be  given  to  new  creative  types 
of  ministries  and  pilot  projects. 

Grant  request  applications  sent  to 
the  Office  of  Multicultural  Ministries  in 
the  United  Methodist  Building  must  be 
postmarked  no  later  than  September  30. 
Applications  postmarked  or  received  af- 
ter this  date  will  not  be  considered. 

The  current  application  form  is 
available  for  download  at  http://www. 
nccumc.org/docs/multiandsocialmins/ 
2006cpi.doc.  Please  use  the  most  cur- 
rent application  form.  Previous  re- 
cipients must  submit  a  completed 
evaluation  form  (also  available  on  the 
conference  website)  before  requesting 
additional  funding. 

For  more  information,  call  Dr.  Law- 
rence Johnson  in  the  Office  of  Mul- 
ticultural and  Social  Ministries,  1- 
800-849-4433  or  write  to  ljohnson@ 
nccumc.org. 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 


STAINED  GLASS  STUDIOS,  INC. 

STATESVlLLE,  NC 
1-800-820-1292 

www.lawsstainedglass.com 


Let 's  Journey  To.... 
Greece  and  Turkey 

May  17,  2007 

Join  the  Wesley  Foundation  of  NCSU 
as  they  follow  the  footsteps  of  Paul 
through  Thessaloniki,  Philippi,  Corinth 
and  Athens.  Conclude  the  tour  with  a 
cruise  to  Rhodes,  Patmos  and  Ephesus. 

Space  is  Limited  -  Call  today  for  information. 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI.  x  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714*  919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 
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Trinity  UMM  say  "Thanks"  for  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co. 
support  with  $  1 000  gift  for  employee  scholarships 


By  Lynn  Williams* 

For  years,  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Co.  in 
Mount  Olive  has  sold  jars  and  caps  at 
cost  to  the  United  Methodist  Men's  Pea- 
nut Program  at  Trinity  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  Jacksonville. 

The  men's  group  uses  the  funds  from 
the  sale  of  its  peanuts  to  support  a  num- 
ber of  church  ministries,  including  Boy 
Scouts,  Haiti  relief,  hurricane  relief, 
support  for  chaplains  serving  in  Iraq, 
and  Hispanic  ministries,  among  others. 
The  savings  on  jars  and  caps  through 
its  arrangement  with  Mt.  Olive  is  sig- 
nificant. 

To  say  thanks  to  the  company  last  fall, 
the  Trinity  men's  group  made  a  $1,000 
contribution  to  Mt.  Olive's  Employee 
Community  Fund.  The  timing  couldn't 
have  been  more  perfect. 

For  the  past  few  years,  said  Glen  Ste- 
vens, chairman  of  the  Employee  Com- 
munity Fund,  "members  of  our  com- 
mittee have  been  asking  why  we  didn't 
start  a  scholarship  fund." 

The  Trinity  United  Methodist  Men's 
gift  launches  an  annual  commitment 
from  the  Employee  Community  Fund 
to  offer  at  least  two  $500  employee 
scholarships.  This  spring,  three  $500 
scholarships  were  awarded  to  children 
of  Mt.  Olive  employees.  When  the  in- 
dependent selection  committee  from 
Mount  Olive  College  recommended 
three  scholarships  be  awarded,  the  com- 
pany provided  the  third  $500. 

"We  appreciate  the  Trinity  Method- 
ist Men's  willingness  to  do  this  for  our 
employees,"  said  Mt.  Olive  President 


Bill  Bryan.  "Their  ef- 
fort kicked  off  an  ini- 
tiative that  will  well 
serve  our  employees 
and  their  families  in 
the  years  ahead." 

Gifts  like  this  one 
to  the  Employee 
Community  Fund  are 
rare.  Established  in  1959,  the  Employee 
Community  Fund  is  supported  by  Mt. 
Olive  employees,  who  donate  30  cents 
of  every  $  1 00  of  their  gross  wages  to  the 
fund,  and  the  company,  which  provides 
matching  funds. 

This  year,  the  Employee  Community 
Fund  contributed  $85,600  to  40  area 
non  profit  community  organizations. 

But  the  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Men  wanted  "to  do  something  to  put 
back  into  the  company,"  Stevens  said. 
"The  company  had  always  provided 
them  with  glass  and  caps,  and  in  return 
they  said  they  wanted  to  do  something 
for  our  employees." 

The  results  of  the  gift  were  celebrated 
in  a  reception  for  scholarship  recipients 
and  their  families.  Receiving  the  schol- 
arships are: 

•  Tara  Mobley,  the  stepdaughter  of  em- 
ployee Bill  Manuel  and  the  daughter 
of  Mary  Manuel  of  Dudley.  Current- 
ly enrolled  at  James  Sprunt  Commu- 
nity College,  she  is  set  to  complete 
her  associate  degree  in  nursing  in 
May.  She  intends  to  enter  East  Caro- 
lina University  to  earn  her  bachelor 
of  science  degree  in  nursing. 

•  Blake  Wallace,  a  2006  graduate  of 
East  Duplin  High  School  and  an 


Out 

of  the 

Box 


Eagle  Scout.  He  is 
the  son  of  employee 
Billy  Waters  and  Ar- 
lene  Waters  of  Mount 
Olive.  He  will  enter 
N.C.  State  University 
this  fall  to  pursue  a 
degree  in  mechanical 
engineering. 
•  Valeria  Stevens,  the  daughter  of 
employee  Glen  Stevens  and  Angela 
Stevens  of  Goldsboro.  She  is  a  rising 
sophomore  at  N.C.  A&T  University 
majoring  in  mechanical  engineering. 
She  plans  to  attend  medical  school 
after  graduation. 

"Hard  work  generally  does  payoff," 
Bryan  said  to  the  scholarship  winners. 
"Continue  to  work  hard  and  continue 
to  be  successful  in  your  academic  ca- 
reers. I  know  your  parents  are  proud  of 
you,  and  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Company  is 
proud  of  you." 

The  scholarships  are  open  to  em- 
ployees who  are  regular,  active  employ- 
ees employed  at  Mt.  Olive  for  five  or 
more  years,  and  they  must  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Employee  Community 
Fund  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  scholarships  are  also  open  to 
employees'  children,  step-children, 
or  grandchildren  who  are  either  high 
school  seniors  or  full-time  college  stu- 
dents with  at  least  12  credit  hours. 

Scholarship  requirements  include  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.0  or  higher; 
acceptance  in  an  accredited  college  or 
university;  participation  in  community 
events  and  volunteer  work;  work  in  a 
public  job  during  their  senior  year  of 


high  school,  during  the  summer  months 
or  while  attending  college. 

Stevens  expressed  thanks  to  the 
Mount  Olive  College  officials  who  re- 
viewed this  year's  applications  and  made 
recommendations. 

In  addition  to  Trinity  United  Meth- 
odist Church,  Mt.  Olive  has  similar  ar- 
rangements with  four  other  Methodist 
men's  peanut  programs  in  North  Caro- 
lina and  Virginia:  First  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  Mount  Olive,  Swansboro 
United  Methodist  Church,  Sharon 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kinston, 
and    Bethlehem    United  Methodist 


The  Trinity  UM  Men 
wanted  to  give  something 
back  to  the  company 
that  has  sold  them 
supplies  at  cost 
for  their  peanut  fundraiser. 

Their  gift  helped  inspire 
a  commitment  from 
the  Mt.  Olive  Employee 
Community  Fund 
to  offer  at  least  two 
$500  employee 
scholarships  each  year. 


Church  in  Moneta,  VA.  It  also  works 
with  the  peanut  program  at  First  Chris- 
tian Church  in  Washington,  NC. 

First  United  Methodist  in  Mount 
Olive  was  the  first  to  launch  a  peanut 
program,  about  35  years  ago.  Mt.  Olive 
Pickle  has  provided  the  glass  and  caps  at 
cost  since  the  beginning. 

"We  value  our  relationships  with  the 
peanut  programs,  because  of  the  impact 
the  Methodist  Men's  groups  are  able  to 
make  in  their  churches  and  local  com- 
munities," Bryan  said.  "It's  a  good  in- 
vestment for  us." 

Established  in  1926,  Mt.  Olive  is 
the  best  selling  brand  of  pickles  in  the 
Southeast,  and  the  second  best-selling 
brand  of  pickles  in  the  country. 

*  Lynn  Williams  is  community  relations 
director  at  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Company  in 
Mt.  Olive. 


LEFT:  Mt.  Olive  Pickle  Company's  Em- 
ployee Community  Fund  awarded  its 
first  three  $500  scholarships  this  spring. 
Pictured  from  left  are  President  Bill 
Bryan;  scholarship  winners  Blake  Wa- 
ters, Tara  Mobley  and  Valeria  Stevens; 
Employee  Community  Fund  Chairman 
Glen  Stevens,  and  Secretary-Treasurer 
Peggy  VanVoltenburg. 
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Rev.  Jim  Mentzer 


UMF  adds 
director  of 
planned  giving 

United  Methodist  Foundation, 
Inc.  has  announced  that  the  Rev.  James 
G.  Mentzer,  CLU,  ChFC,  joined  the 
foundation  staff  in  July  as  the  new  di- 
rector of  planned  giving.  Rev.  Mentzer 
will  provide  gift  planning  and  endow- 
ment education  through  presentations 
at  conference,  district,  and  local  church 
events  as  well  as  through  one-on-one 
consultations. 

"For  several  years,  my  colleagues  in 
ministry  have  been  encouraging  me  to 
find  a  way  to  share  my  gifts  of  finan- 
cial knowledge  and  pastoral  caring  with 
more  individuals  within  the  North  Car- 
olina Conference,"  said  Rev.  Mentzer. 
"This  position  with  the  United  Meth- 
odist Foundation  is  custom-made  to  ac- 
complish this  task.  I  am  truly  excited 
about  the  opportunity." 

An  elder  in  the  NC  Conference, 
Rev.  Mentzer  most  recently  served  as 
pastor  of  Roseboro  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  the  Fayetteville  District. 
Since  1 986,  he  has  also  worked  as  a  fi- 
nancial planner  with  Delta  Financial 
Advisors,  Inc.  of  Pinehurst.  As  part  of 
his  continuing  commitment  to  educa- 
tion, he  has  earned  both  the  Chartered 
Life  Underwriter  (CLU)  and  Chartered 
Financial  Consultant  (ChFC)  designa- 
tions from  the  American  College. 

Prior  to  entering  ordained  ministry, 
Rev.  Mentzer  was  involved  in  both  the 
public  and  private  sectors.  He  served  as 
a  field  representative  for  the  Alumni  Of- 
fice of  Duke  University,  was  director  of 
public  relations  and  membership  for  the 
Greater  Durham  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  worked  with  the  management  team 
of  Harris,  Incorporated,  an  Anheuser- 
Busch  wholesaler  for  five  years. 

Rev.  Mentzer  received  his  BA.  in 
history  from  Allegheny  College  (Penn- 
sylvania) in  1971,  an  MA.  in  history 
from  Duke  University  in  1972,  M.Div. 
degree  from  Duke  Divinity  School  in 
1 999,  and  is  currently  pursuing  a  Doctor 
of  Ministry  degree  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Richmond,  Virginia. 


Study  of  church,  Lay  Academy  offered  by  Duke 


Bishop  Ken  Carder  to  lead  "Being 
Church  in  a  Polarized  World" 

Drawing  heavily  on  scripture  and  the  Wesleyan  tradi- 
tion, Bishop  Carder  will  lead  participants  in  a  three-day 
study  of  the  conflicts  and  polarization  that  characterize 
the  modern  world. 

A  special  invitation  is  extended  to  the  Albemarle, 
Northeast  and  North  Wilkesboro  districts  to  attend  this 
event  hosted  for  their  districts. 

For  more  information  visit  the  website:  http://www. 
divinity.duke.edu/learningforlife/programs/districtevents 


Efird,  Chilcote  and  Pendleton  Jones 
to  lead 2006-2007  Lay  Academy 

Laity  of  all  traditions  are  invited  to  dig  deeper  into  their 
faith  by  participating  in  Lay  Academy  of  Religion  class- 
es beginning  Sept.  6.  Popular  instructor  James  "Mickey" 
Efird  will  be  joined  by  instructors  Paul  Chilcote  and  Su- 
san Pendleton  Jones  this  year. 

For  a  full  list  of  classes  and  information  about  new  dis- 
count programs,  visit  the  Lay  Academy  website  at  http:// 
www.divinity.duke.edu/learningforlife/programs/lay- 
academy 


Scouting  Ministry    continued  from  page  10 


Council)  started.  School  access  was  first 
limited  by  preventing  on-campus  pre- 
sentations. Then,  recruiting  flyers  were 
prohibited.  This  could  be  the  beginning 
of  a  new  challenge  for  the  Boy  Scout 
partners  throughout  our  conference. 

It's  time  for  us  to  step  forward  and  to 
come  to  the  aid  of  our  Scouting  Minis- 
try partner. 

Our  conference  needs  to  take  action 
to  reverse  the  UM  scouting  member- 
ship decline,  and  we  need  to  help  to  de- 
velop an  alternative  to  the  school-ori- 
ented recruiting  process.  Every  church 
in  the  NC  Conference  should  "open 
its  doors"  to  help  with  Boy  Scout  re- 
cruiting in  the  August  and  September 
months. 

These  two  months  (when  youth  are 
returning  to  the  traditional  schools)  are 
the  Fall  Roundup  months  for  the  BSA 
councils  throughout  our  conference. 

What  can  a  single  church  do  to  help? 
Every  laity  leader  and  clergy  member 
can  talk  with  local  Boy  Scout  leaders 
about  how  they  can  aggressively  sup- 
port Fall  Roundup. 

Here  are  some  of  the  specific  actions 
that  your  church  can  take  . . . 

•  Use  the  BSA  bulletin  inserts  offered 
by  scout  leaders. 

•  Allow  the  distribution  of  "Race  to 
Cub  Scouting"  flyers  within  the 
church. 

•  Post  a  supportive  statement  on  the 


marquee  out  by  the  street. 

•  Place  a  recruiting  announcement  on 
your  local  church  website. 

•  Allow  scouts  and  leaders  to  speak  at 
church  events. 

This  is  a  "Call  to  Action"  for  every 
church  in  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, even  if  your  church  does  not  cur- 
rently sponsor  a  Boy  Scout  unit.  Our 
partner  needs  your  help.  We  need  to 
help  the  BSA  to  replace  or  comple- 
ment the  recruiting  opportunities  in 
the  schools. 

We  can  establish  a  church-oriented 
recruitment  system  for  our  Scouting 
Ministry,  a  system  that  will  reverse  the 
decline  in  membership. 

Our  churches  need  to  become  the 


No.  1  source  for  youth  to  learn  about 
opportunities  to  join  Cub  Scouts  and 
Boy  Scouts. 

When  a  Boy  Scout  professional  or 
volunteer  approaches  you  this  fall,  do 
everything  in  your  power  to  take  spe- 
cific church  actions  to  support  the  Fall 
Roundup. 

It  would  be  even  better  for  you  to 
"take  action"  before  you  receive  a  visit 
from  a  BSA  professional  or  volunteer. 

The  table  below  identifies  the  coun- 
ties, contact  person,  and  website  for 
each  of  the  four  primary  BSA  Councils 
in  the  NC  Conference. 

*  Stan  Belyeu  is  the  conference  scouting 
coordinator. 


BSA  Council 

Counties 

Contact  &  Website 

Cape  Fear 

New  Hanover,  Pender,  Bruns- 
wick, Columbus,  Bladen,  Robeson, 
Scotland,  Hoke 

Joshua  Reilly  — 910-395-1100 
www.capefearcouncilbsa.org 

East  Carolina 

Halifax,  Northhampton,  Hertford, 
Nash,  Edgecomb,  Wilson,  Bertie, 
Martin,  Washington,  Tyrrell,  Beau- 
fort, Hyde,  Pitt,  Greene,  Lenoir,  Cra- 
ven, Pamlico,  Jones,  Carteret,  Onslow 

Mike  Johnson  — 252-522-1521 
www.eccbsa.org 

Occoneechee 

Wake,  Harnett,  Franklin,  Vance,  War- 
ren, Cumberland,  Durham,  Granville, 
Moore,  Orange,  Lee,  Chatham 

John  Akerman  — 919-872-4884 
www.race2scouts.com 

Tuscarora 

Johnston,  Wayne,  Sampson,  Duplin 

Harold  Keller  — 919-734-1714 
www.bsanc.org 

New  look  and  format    continued  from  page  1 


use."  Many  of  the  sections  in  previous 
editions  remain. 

Our  goal  is  to  present  news  without 
opinions.  A  quoted  statement  from  an 
identified  individual  may  be  used  in  an 
article  if  it  enhances  and  is  appropriate 
to  the  news  article. 

On  page  10  is  an  addition,  an  Op- 
Ed  article.  This  occasional  section  will 
express  opinions  or  take  a  stand  on  a 
specific  ministry.  From  time  to  time, 
after  being  reviewed  by  an  advisory 
group,  an  article  may  be  selected  and 
identified  as  an  opinion-editorial  or  an 
Op-Ed.  In  most  cases,  the  article  will  be 


requested  for  consideration  as  an  Op- 
Ed.  As  with  anything  in  the  paper,  the 
Editor  reserves  the  right  to  make  modi- 
fications. The  Associated  Press  STYLE- 
BOOK  will  be  followed. 

In  so  many  ways  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  Christian  Advocate 
probably  would  not  exist  if  it  was  not 
for  the  leadership  of  Brownie  Futrell, 
publisher  of  the  Washington  Daily 
News,  and  Barry  Merrill,  publisher  of 
weekly  newspapers  in  Princeton  and 
Fremont.  Brownie  Futrell  felt  strongly 
that  the  conference  should  have  an  Ad- 
vocate. To  help  make  it  possible,  he  of- 


fered to  print  the  first  six  and  then  add- 
ed a  seventh  edition  of  the  newspaper. 
Barry  Merrill  provided  the  layout  and 
welcome  counsel.  Both  provided  these 
services  without  charge  for  the  benefit 
of  the  conference. 

It  is  with  this  support  that  there 
is  a  firm  base  from  which  the  confer- 
ence newspaper  can  grow.  Let  us  know 
what  we  are  doing  that  works,  and  let 
us  know  what  we  can  do  to  make  the 
newspaper  stronger. 

Bill  Norton,  Advocate  Editor 
bnorton@nccumc.org 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 
(WRITER'S  NOTE:  These  notes  on 


the  September  lessons  are  being  written 
before  I  have  a  chance  to  see  the  student's 
book  or  the  teacher's  book.  If  there  is  repe- 
tition or  out  and  out  contradiction,  please 
understand.  ..and  enjoy!  Belton) 

September  3, 2006 

Text:     Genesis  9:1-15 

"God's  Covenant  with  Noah" 

When  we  get  to  heaven,  you  ask 
Noah  about  the  mosquitos.  I'll  ask 
him  about  the  roaches.  No  doubt  oth- 
ers will  already  have  questioned  him 
about  including  ticks  and  termites  on 
the  ark.  (Just  the  thought  of  those  ter- 
mites chewing  on  the  bottom  planks  is 
enough  to  make  one  a  little  cautious 
about  getting  out  onto  the  lake!) 

These  verses  are  about  God's  cov- 
enant with  Noah.  The  Old  Testament 
word  for  "covenant"  probably  comes 
from  the  word  meaning  "fetter"  or 
"chain."  This  covenant  is  God's  agree- 
ment to  stay  attached  to  Noah  (and  to 
us).  And  note  that  God  takes  respon- 
sibility for  keeping  up  with  the  cove- 
nant. Genesis  9:15  tells  that  God  will 
use  the  rainbow  as  a  reminder  to  God 
to  be  faithful!  (In  Wesleyan  theology, 
we  call  that  "prevenient  grace,"  God's 
taking  the  initiative  toward  us.) 

If  God  takes  responsibility  for  tak- 
ing the  lead  in  staying  attached  to  us 
("covenanted",  "fettered"),  no  wonder 
that  Saint  Paul  would  write  "...(not) 
anything.. .in  all  creation  will  be  able 
to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord"  (Romans  8:39). 

Does  God  keep  God's  promises?  It  is 
important  for  us  to  know  because  the 
promise  in  this  text  includes  us  (Gen- 
esis 9:12)!  Does  God  keep  God's  prom- 
ises? Yes!  Every  time  the  Church  baptiz- 
es, the  Church  makes  that  very  claim. 
Our  baptismal  liturgy  reminds  us  that 
just  as  the  rainbow  was  a  sign  of  God's 
saving  covenant  with  Noah  so  the  wa- 
ters of  baptism  are  sign  of  God's  saving 
covenant  through  Jesus  Christ.  (Read 
the  "Thanksgiving  Over  the  Water" 
on  page  36  of  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal.)  That's  why  United  Method- 
ists do  not  re-baptize  (paragraph  340.7 
of  The  Book  of  Discipline).  Baptism  is 
primarily  about  God's  promise  and  if 
we  believe  that  God  keeps  God's  prom- 
ises, the  gift  of  baptism  is  a  one-time 
gift,  good  for  a  life  time  (and  beyond). 

A  sign  points  beyond  itself  to  the 
thing  it  signifies.  The  rainbow  is  a  sign 
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pointing  to  God's  dependability.  In  this 
text,  Noah  is  not  even  asked  to  make 
any  counter-promises  or  counter  con- 
ditions. God  is  choosing  to  be  depend- 
able, no  matter  how  undependable  we 
are.  Clearly,  if  the  covenant  is  broken,  it 
is  we  who  break  it,  not  God.  And  guess 
what:  even  when  we  try  to  break  free  of 
the  capturing  love  of  God,  the  tenacious 
God  hangs  on,  still  seeking  to  save  us. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  The  Preservationist  (St.  Martin's 
Griffin),  David  Maine  retells  the  story 
of  Noah.  When  Bera,  one  of  Noah's 
daughters-in-law,  is  sent  out  to  gather 
the  animals  for  the  ark,  the  novelist  has 
her  say:  "And  that's  that.  He  (Noah) 
leaves  me  to  travel  some  twelve  hundred 
miles  on  a  handful  of  copper  weights,  a 
few  weeks'  dried  provisions  and  a  don- 
key as  company.  I'm  expected  to  return 
with  no  less  than  breeding  families  of  ev- 
ery beast  in  creation.  The  problem  with 
people  who  think  God  will  provide,  is 
that  they  think  God  will  provide." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  faithful 
promise..." 

September  10, 2006 

Text:  Genesis  1 7:1  -8, 1 5-22 

"God's  Covenant  with  Abram" 

It's  been  five  years.  Do  you  remember 
where  you  were  on  9/1 1/01?  Toni  and  I 
were  on  our  way  to  visit  family  in  Wil- 
liamsburg. We  followed  the  horrors  of 
the  attacks  by  jumping  from  one  radio 
station  to  another  as  we  moved  across 
those  miles,  miles  suddenly  made  uncer- 
tain because  none  of  us  quite  knew  what 
those  acts  of  devastation  meant.  All  we 
knew  was  that  the  days  ahead  were  going 
to  be  different  from  the  days  behind. 

How  do  you  think  Abram  felt  when 
God  told  him  (nearly  a  century  old) 
that  Abram  and  his  wife  Sarai  were  go- 
ing to  have  a  baby!  What  a  remarkable 
promise!  Surely,  Abram  could  not  see  all 
that  lay  ahead,  only  that  tomorrow  was 
going  to  be  different  from  yesterday. 

As  was  true  for  the  covenant  with 
Noah  (last  week's  lesson),  God  is  the 
one  who  initiates  the  binding  agreement 
(Genesis  17:2).  (Again,  we  sense  some 
of  the  power  of  the  Wesleyan  teaching 
of  prevenient  grace— God's  acting  first  as 
a  gracious  gift.)  Circumcision  of  male 
babies  was  to  be  a  sign,  an  indication, 
of  that  covenant  (Genesis  17:11-12). 
The  old  practice  was  to  have  circumci- 
sion at  puberty;  now  God  commands 
that  it  be  moved  to  infancy,  surely  an 
underlining  of  the  fact  that  the  cove- 
nant is  given,  not  earned;  the  covenant 
is  grace,  not  understanding.  No  won- 
der the  early  Church  quickly  began  the 
practice  of  baptizing  infants,  a  sign  of 
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the  new  covenant  in  Christ  Jesus,  just 
as  circumcision  marked  God's  covenant 
through  Abram  (now  called  Abraham). 

There  is  found  the  confidence  with 
which  we  face  the  unknown  calendar. 
Martin  Luther  used  to  say  to  himself 
each  morning,  looking  ahead  to  the 
fickle  hours  any  day  could  hold,  "Mar- 
tin, remember  that  you  are  baptized." 
That  baptismal  promise  is  God's  claim 
upon  us,  when  our  name  is  changed  to 
"Christian"  (Ephesians  3:14).  Abram 
was  a  name  which  meant  "exalted  an- 
cestor"— might  we  not  call  him  "Big 
Daddy"? — and  Abraham  was  a  name 
which  meant  "father  of  a  big  house- 
hold". How  are  we  different  because 
our  name  is  changed  to  "Christian"? 

A  little  boy  was  asked  "to  let  Jesus 
come  into  your  heart".  "He  is  so  big 
and  I  am  so  little,"  the  small  lad  replied, 
"that  if  Jesus  comes  into  my  heart,  he  is 
going  to  stick  out  all  over."  Maybe  that 
is  what  the  covenant  means! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Thomas  Oden  (Game  Free,  Harper 
and  Row)  has  said  "Human  closeness... 
may  be  perceived  under  the  analogy  of 
the  divine-human  covenant.. .God's  par- 
ticipation in  an  intimate  relationship 
with  the  people  of  Israel,  and  through, 
Israel  with  the  whole  of  human  histo- 
ry... Person-to-person  covenant  faithful- 
ness is.. .under  the  illumination  of  the 
faithfulness  of  God  toward  (God's)  cov- 
enant people." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God,  Whose  love 
searches  for  me..." 

September  1 7, 2006 

Text:     Exodus  1 9:1  -6;  24:3-8 

"God's  Covenant  with  Israel" 

The  other  day  I  was  at  the  health  and 
fitness  center  where  I  go  to  try  to  con- 
vince my  body  that  it  is  ten  years  young- 
er than  it  actually  is.  (My  body  simply 
says,  "Who,  me?")  One  of  the  staff  was 
explaining  an  exercise  program  to  a 
potential  member  of  the  center.  "This 
won't  work,"  she  said,  "unless  you  keep 
your  end  of  the  bargain."  "And  that  is 
what  I  intend  to  do,"  replied  the  man 
she  counseled. 

We  know  about  intentions  and  the 
highway  construction  that  proceeds 
from  good  intentions.  We  know  about 
promises  and  pledges.  We  know  that 
some  of  us,  in  running  the  race  of  obe- 
dience, drop  out  after  the  second  or 
third  lap!  But  this  commitment  to  obe- 
dience, this  promise  of  faithfulness,  this 
statement  that  "that  is  what  I  intend  to 
do"  is  the  heart  of  this  week's  lesson. 

Israel  hears  God's  account  of  how 
God  has  saved  God's  people  (Exodus 
19:4)  and  the  people  respond,  "Sign 
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us  up!  We  shall  be  obedient!"  (Exodus 
24:7). 

We  recognize  that  this  is  an  impor- 
tant, even  pivotal,  moment  in  the  story 
of  God's  people.  For  one  thing,  it  hap- 
pens on  a  mountain  (Exodus  19:3, 
24:4).  Have  you  noticed  how  often 
the  Bible  underlines  the  importance 
of  a  scene  by  placing  it  on  a  mountain 
(Genesis  8:4,  Exodus  19:20,  Zechariah 
8:3,  Matthew  5:1,  Matthew  17:1,  Luke 
9:28,  Luke  22:39,  for  examples). 

Another  reason  its  importance  is  un- 
derlined is  the  fact  that  the  covenant  is 
sealed  with  blood  (Exodus  24:8).  (Do 
images  of  the  "shed  blood  of  Jesus"  be- 
gin to  echo  in  our  hearts?)  Finally,  we 
see  that  unlike  Abraham  who  followed 
God  without  knowing  where  Abraham 
and  Sarah  were  going  (Hebrews  11:8), 
the  people  of  Israel  have  agreed  to  fol- 
low God,  knowing  exactly  what  God 
wants  (Exodus  24:7).  (Can  you  say 
"Ten  Commandments"?) 

We  have  the  benefit  of  knowing  how 
the  story  unfolds.  Israel  does  not  keep 
the  promise.  God  ponders  what  to  do. 
This  covenant  was  to  be  one  of  obedi- 
ence! Hosea  1 1:5  reports  that  God  was 
so  angry  that  God  wanted  to  send  them 
back  to  Egypt  (slavery)  and  wanted  to 
let  Assyria  rule  over  them  (loss  of  con- 
trol). No  wonder-God  had  an  agree- 
ment and  Israel  broke  the  deal.  They 
did  not  keep  their  end  of  the  bargain. 

What  is  God  to  do?  "I  will  not  ex- 
ecute my  fierce  anger"  says  God  (Hosea 
1 1:9).  Even  if  Israel  breaks  their  bond- 
ed, blood-sealed  word,  God  will  not 
break  God's  promise.  And  once  again, 
it  is  God's  faithfulness,  not  ours,  which 
keeps  alive  the  saving  gift. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Evangelical  Theology  (Holt,  Rine- 
hart,  Winston),  Karl  Barth  wrote  "The 
content  of  God's  Word  is  his  free,  un- 
deserved Yes  to  the  whole  human  race, 
in  spite  of  all  human  unreasonableness 
and  corruption." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Covenant  God,  You  still 
love  us..." 

September  24, 2006 

Text:     Joshua  24: 1 , 1 4-24 
"Covenant  Renewed" 

Someone  has  said,  "Moses  does  all  the 
work,  but  Joshua  gets  the  credit."  After 
Moses  led  the  children  of  Israel  around 
the  wilderness  for  forty  years,  he  died 
and  it  was  Joshua  who  marched  them 
into  the  Promised  Land.  Things  got 
tough  once  the  Israelites  got  there-wars, 
divisions,  territorial  fights-until  finally 
Joshua  had  to  say,  in  effect,  "Come  on, 
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folks!  Make  up  your  minds!  If  you  want 
to  serve  the  gods  you  served  when  you 
were  in  slavery,  so  be  it!  Choose  whom 
you  will  serve"  (Joshua  24:15)! 

What  a  remarkable  thing  it  is  for 
God's  prophet  to  invite  people  not  to 
serve  God!  After  challenging  the  people 
to  worship  God  and  to  put  aside  false 
gods  (Joshua  24:14)  and  while  tell- 
ing the  people  what  he  and  his  family 
would  do  (Joshua  24:15),  Joshua  says 
"Choose!"  Joshua  recognized  that  fol- 
lowing God  has  no  meaning  unless  it  is 
done  in  freedom. 

John  Wesley  argued  with  his  brother 
Charles  about  this  point.  In  the  hymn 
"Love  Divine,  All  Loves  Excelling," 
Charles  had  written,  "Take  away  our 
power  of  sinning."  John  said,  "No!  If  I 
have  no  power  to  sin,  my  moral  choic- 
es have  no  meaning."  (You  know  who 
won  that  argument;  we  sing  "Take  away 
our  bent  to  sinning"!) 

Joshua  wanted  the  Hebrew  children 
to  renew  the  covenant  with  God,  but 
wanted  them  to  do  it  of  free  will.  And 
they  agreed  (Joshua  24:21-24).  What 
did  they  agree  to  do?  To  serve  God.  The 
Hebrew  word  abad  (serve)  can  mean  a 
bit  more  than  just  helping  out  the  one 
being  served.  It  means  work.  It  can 
mean  slave.  It  can  mean  worship.  (We 
do  call  it  a  service  of  worship,  do  we 
not?)  It  is  this  full  life  commitment  that 
the  Israelites  make  as  a  way  of  renewing 
the  covenant. 

After  making  the  decision  to  fol- 
low and  serve  God,  the  people  cried 
"We  are  witnesses"  (24:22).  That  was  a 
carry-over  from  civil  law  of  those  days; 
a  witness  was  required  to  agreements 
between  two  parties.  Having  a  witness 
makes  both  parties  accountable. 

The  Israelites  have  chosen  God  and 
now,  as  the  witnesses,  hold  one  anoth- 
er accountable  for  faithfulness.  When 
people  of  faith  lose  a  sense  of  account- 
ability, the  loss  of  obedience  to  God  is 
not  far  behind. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Charles  Colson  has  written  (Loving 
God,  Zondervan)  "...God  (calls)  His 
people  to  obedience  and  (gives)  them  at 
best  a  glimpse  of  the  outcome  of  their 
efforts. ..Knowing  how  susceptible  we 
are  to  success's  siren  call,  God  does  not 
allow  us  to  see,  and  therefore  glory  in, 
what  is  done  through  us.  The  very  na- 
ture of  the  obedience  He  demands  is 
that  it  be  given  without  regard  to  cir- 
cumstances or  results." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "With  grace,  You  have 
ioved  us,  O  God,  and  now  we  say  'Yes' 
to  that  love.  Teach  us  the  paths  of  obe- 
dience and  let  our  service  be  worship  of 
You  and  let  our  worship  be  in  service 
of  You..." 


Building  legacies  with  local  churches 


"UM  Legacy  Partners  as  a  grass-roots  initiative  have 
established  a  much-needed  resource  for  local  church- 
es. Ministries  of  the  local  church  and  the  Conference 
will  benefit  from  the  expertise  in  legacy  giving  of  our 
Conference  institutions.  The  institutions  will  benefit 
from  broader  exposure  to  church  members,  thereby 
'lifting  all  boats' in  more  effective  stewardship." 

—  Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn 


Congregations  in  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  have  a  new  resource 
to  help  them  develop  legacy-building 
and  endowment  programs  -  United 
Methodist  Legacy  Partners  of  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
(UM  Legacy  Partners). 

The  new  organization  is  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  Inc. 
and  has  plans  to  engage  each  church 
member  in  the  opportunity  to  sup- 
port future  missions  and  work  of  the 
church  through  planned  giving,  in- 
cluding wills,  bequests,  testamentary 
trusts,  and  income-producing  gifts 
such  as  charitable  gift  annuities  and 
charitable  remainder  trusts. 

To  help  churches  develop 
programs  in  this  important  area  of 
stewardship,  UM  Legacy  Partners 
was  formed  by  representatives  of  con- 
ference-related institutions  and  agen- 
cies who  have  strengths  in  planned 
giving  and  legacy  gifts. 

Goals  of  UM  Legacy  Partners  are: 
•  To  provide  conference-wide  em- 
phasis on  building  legacy  gifts  for 
churches  and  conference  agencies 
over  the  coming  years. 


•  To  invite  and  encourage  each  lo- 
cal church  within  the  conference  to 
appoint  or  elect  a  legacy  leader  who 
will  promote  an  ongoing  legacy-giv- 
ing program  in  the  local  church. 

•  To  support  delivery  of  special  train- 
ing and  information  sessions  through 
district  workshops  and  other  regional 
gatherings. 

•  To  use  the  second  Sunday  in  Sep- 
tember (formerly  United  Methodist 
Foundation  Sunday)  as  an  annual 
Legacy  Building  Sunday  to  inspire 
and  educate  church  members  in 
legacy-giving  methods  for  expand- 
ing the  mission  and  ministries  of  the 
church  locally,  in  the  conference,  and 
worldwide. 


The  first  meeting  of  planned  giv- 
ing representatives  from  conference- 
related  institutions  was  called  in  June 
2005  by  Dr.  William  C.  Nelsen,  vice 
president  of  development  at  NC 
Wesleyan  College,  to  explore  orga- 
nizing Legacy  Partners. 

After  initial  working  meetings, 
presentations  of  the  Legacy  Partners 
proposal  were  made  to  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn  and  the  district  superinten- 
dents, NC  Conference  Connectional 
Ministries,  and  the  Board  of  Institu- 
tions. Strong  support  was  expressed 
for  the  proposal. 

The  work  of  Legacy  Partners  mem- 
bers has  produced  bylaws,  a  courtesy 
motion  presented  to  and  supported 
by  NC  Annual  Conference,  publicity 
materials,  and  a  website. 

The  group's  first  officers  were 
elected:  Board  Chair  George  Dea- 
ton,  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes;  Board  Chair  Elect  Karen 
Cobb,  NC  Wesleyan  College;  Sec- 
retary Lynn  James,  United  Method- 
ist Foundation;  and  Treasurer  Robin 
Davenport,  Methodist  College. 

To  explore  how  Legacy  Partners 
can  assist  an  individual  or  a  local 
church  with  planned  giving  and 
legacy  gifts,  call  the  United  Method- 
ist Foundation  at  919-836-0029  or 
visit  www.umlegacypartners.org  and 
complete  the  contact  form. 


UM  Legacy  Partners  Are: 

Asbury  Homes 
Duke  Divinity  School 
Louisburg  College 
MERCI 

Methodist  College 

Methodist  Home  for  Children 

NC  Wesleyan  College 

Camp  and  Retreat  Ministries 

United  Methodist  Foundation 

United  Methodist 

Retirement  Homes 


Office  of  the  Bishop 
Conference  Connectional 

Ministries 
Conference  Commission 

on  Stewardship 
Conference  Office 

of  Congregational 

Development 
Conference  Director 

of  Communications 


Duke  Divinity  School  scholarship  established 
to  honor  longtime  conference  clergy  couple 


The  children  of  a  United  Method- 
ist clergy  couple  who  served  churches 
throughout  eastern  North  Carolina 
have  donated  $250,000  to  Duke  Di- 
vinity School  to  honor  their  parents 
with  an  endowed  scholarship  fund. 

The  gift,  which  will  be  matched 
with  another  $250,000  as  part  of  Duke 
University's  Financial  Aid  Initiative, 
will  establish  the  Helen  and  Everette 
Eason  Memorial  Scholarship  Fund  to 
provide  full  tuition  and  a  field  educa- 
tion stipend  for  one  student  each  year. 
The  scholarship  is  aimed  at  second-ca- 
reer divinity  students  who  are  identified 
as  having  high  potential  for  leadership 


and  who  plan  to  enter  parish  ministry. 

Everette  and  Helen  Eason,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased,  provided  pasto- 
ral leadership  for  United  Methodist 
churches  in  towns  including  Creswell, 
Washington,  Four  Oaks,  Troy,  Fayette- 
ville,  Goldsboro  and  Sanford. 

The  donors  are  Bill  Eason,  who 
graduated  from  Duke  University  in 
1965  and  Duke  Law  School  in  1968, 
of  Sea  Island,  Ga.;  Don  Eason  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;  Steve  Eason,  who  graduat- 
ed from  Duke  Divinity  School  in  1979 
and  is  the  senior  minister  at  Myers  Park 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Charlotte;  and 
Susan  Eason  Mullis,  who  resides  in 


Grover  Beach,  Calif. 

Duke  Divinity  School  is  working  to 
raise  $10  million  in  three  years  as  part 
of  the  university's  overall  Financial  Aid 
Initiative,  which  seeks  $300  million  in 
endowment  to  support  students.  To 
date,  the  divinity  school  has  raised  $4.6 
million  toward  its  portion  of  the  goal. 

"Adding  permanent  *  resources  for 
student  financial  aid  is  our  greatest  on- 
going need,"  said  L.  Gregory  Jones,  di- 
vinity school  dean.  "This  generation  of 
the  Eason  family  honors  their  parents 
and  the  ministry  of  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  a  very  special  and  lasting  way. 
We  are  deeply  grateful,"  he  said. 
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Earn  all  you  can, 

save  all  you  can, 
give  all  you  can. 

-  John  Wesley 


We  stand  ready 
to  assist  you. 

The  UM  Legacy  Partners,  in  cooperation 
with  your  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
have  assembled  a  Legacy  Giving  Program 
to  help  your  church  further  its  giving 
stewardship  education  and  help  your 
members  plan  permanent  endowment 
gifts  and  legacy  gifts.  We  stand  ready  to 
help  you  design  your  Legacy  Program, 
one  that  reflects  the  heart  of  the  stew- 
ardship ministry  of  your  church. 

To  learn  more  about  the  United 
Methodist  Legacy  Partners,  please 
visit  our  Web  site  at: 
www.  umlegacypartners.org 
or  call  The  United  Methodist 
Foundation  at  (919)  836-0029. 
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September  is  Christian  Education  Month 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 


By  Laura  Bailey  * 

Traditionally  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  has  designated  the  whole 
month  of  September  as  a  time  to  lift  up 
and  celebrate  Christian  education  in  all 
of  its  expressions  of  ministry  in  the  lo- 
cal church.  Local  churches  are  encour- 
aged to  choose  a  time  in  the  month  of 
September  to  celebrate  and  emphasize 
Christian  education  ministries. 

The  theme  suggested  for  this  year 
is:  "Making  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
Walking  Together  with  Christ."  The 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  provides 
materials  to  local  churches  to  help  in 
planning  their  Christian  Education  cel- 
ebration. 

In  this  issue  of  the  NC  Conference 
Christian  Advo- 
cate, readers  will 
find  articles  with 
examples  of  Chris- 
tian education  pro- 
grams that  take 
place  at  the  local 
church,  district  and 
conference-wide 
levels;  a  listing  of 
resources  for  more 


study  in  the  area  of  Christian  educa- 
tion; and  information  about  workshops 
and  continuing  education  opportuni- 
ties. 

Christian  education  and  formation 
should  be  at  the  very  center  of  con- 
gregational life.  Leaders  in  Christian 
education  are  reminded  in  the  book, 
Foundations:  Shaping  the  Ministry  of 
Christian  Education,  "Through  Chris- 
tian education,  we  invite  people  and 
communities  of  faith  to  be  transformed 
as  they  are  inspired  and  challenged  to: 
know  and  experience  God  through  Je- 
sus Christ,  claim  and  live  God's  prom- 
ises, and  grow  and  serve  as  Christian 
Disciples." 

On  any  given  Sunday  in  2005  there 
were  41,225  children,  youth  and  adults 
attending  Sun- 
day school  in  the 
North  Carolina 
Conference.  In 
this  year's  statistics, 
88,005  children, 
youth  and  adults 
were  listed  as  being 
on  the  roll  books 
of  those  classes. 
That  is  less  than 


Christian  Education?  What's  That? 


What  images  come  to  mind  when 
you  hear  the  words  Christian  educa- 
tion? Are  your  first  thoughts  of  children 
in  classrooms  studying  the  Bible?  Ex- 
actly what  is  it  that  happens  in  a  Sun- 
day school  class  that  enables  Christian 
education  and  formation  to  take  place? 

Christian  education 
happens  when  people... 

Learn  the  Bible 

People  learn  about  God's  love  as  they 
hear  the  stories  of  the  Bible.  In  surveys 
that  ask  the  question,  "What  is  the 
most  important  thing  children  learn  in 
Sunday  school?"  the  answer  is  most  of- 
ten "the  Bible." 

It  is  in  Christian  education  set- 
tings that  children  learn  the  stories  of 


the  people  of  God  and  become  famil- 
iar with  God's  teachings  through  their 
study  of  the  Bible. 

It  is  in  Sunday  school  that  children 
develop  a  Christian  understanding 
of  the  purposes  of  Scripture,  and  it  is 
through  their  experiences  in  Sunday 
school  that  children  learn  to  recognize 
God's  call  to  them  through  the  stories 
of  the  Bible  as  well  as  through  the  lives 
of  the  Christians  who  surround  them. 

Accept  God's  Grace 

Knowing  the  Bible  is  not  enough.  In 
fact,  many  people  who  are  not  Chris- 
tians know  more  about  the  Bible  than 
many  of  us  who  are  Christians.  Knowl- 
edge of  the  Bible  doesn't  create  Chris- 
tians. The  belief  that  the  words  of  the 

Continued  on  page  4 


The  Purpose 

of  Christian  Education 

Through  Christian  Education, 
we  invite  persons  and 
communities  of  faith 
to  be  transformed 
as  they  are  inspired 
and  challenged  to: 
Know  and  experience  God 
through  Jesus  Christ, 
Claim  and  live  God's  promises, 
and  Grow  and  serve 
as  Christ's  disciples. 

50  percent  attendance  for  those  on  the 
roll,  down  from  the  previous  year  and 
less  than  1 0  percent  of  the  total  church 
membership. 

Life  has  changed  from  the  time  when 
"everyone"  went  to  Sunday  school, 
however  it  remains  the  one  hour  be- 
sides worship  service  where  there  is  the 
biggest  opportunity  to  teach  and  learn 
about  Christian  discipleship. 

Becoming  aware  of  new  ideas  and 
curriculum  for  enriching  classroom 
ministries,  analyzing  needs  of  those 
members  who  are  not  attending,  and 
learning  ways  to  improve  communica- 
tion about  Sunday  school  programs  is 
essential  to  the  local  church  as  leaders 
work  towards  a  plan  to  accomplish  the 
purpose  of  making  Disciples  of  Christ. 

As  this  year's  Christian  education 
week  reminds  us,  "Walking  together 
with  Christ,"  we  are  not  alone. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  pro- 
vides a  connection  and  easy  access  to  re- 
sources and  ideas  to  help  leaders  work- 
ing in  the  area  of  Christian  education 
and  formation. 

More  resources  and  articles  are  avail- 
able from  the  Board  of  Discipleship: 
http://www.gbod.org/education/  and 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  http:// 
www.nccumc.org/  websites.  Many  ideas 
and  suggestions  are  listed  on  a  website 
created  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub- 
lishing House,  specifically  for  leaders 
of  Sunday  school  www.sundayschool. 
cokesbury.com. 

*  Laura  Bailey  is  NC  Conference 
Media  Center  director  and  works  in  the 
area  of  Christian  education. 
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A  covenant  for  church  educators  and  leaders 


LEADER: 


O  God,  who  is  Mystery  and  who  yearns  to  be 
revealed,  we  thank  you  for  the  persons  you 
raise  up  for  ministry. 


CONGREGATION 

AND  EDUCATORS:  Thanks  be  to  God! 

LEADER:  Will  you  cultivate  your  life  with  God  through 

Christ? 

EDUCATORS:         With  God's  help,  we  will. 

LEADER:  Will  you  study  and  pray,  discern  and  serve, 

and  witness? 


EDUCATORS:        With  God's  help,  we  will. 


LEADER: 


Will  you  model  the  Christian  faith  and  share  that  faith 
with  others? 


EDUCATORS:         With  God's  help,  we  will. 

LEADER:  Will  you  support  our  teachers  and  leader  with  your 

own  example  of  striving  for  a  Christ-like  life  and  of 
practicing  the  spiritual  disciple  of  faith? 

CONGREGATION:    With  God's  help,  we  will. 


ALL: 


Thank  you,  God,  for  your  guidance  and  strength. 
We  live  and  serve  in  the  name  of  Christ.  Amen. 


Scripture 
Passages: 


1  Kings  3:3-1 5 
Zechariah  7:8-14 
Matthew  10:1-15 
Acts  16:1 1-15  (40) 


Suggested        Take  my  life,  and  let  it  be  399 

Hymns:  For  t'ie  nea''n9  of  the  nations  428 

Cuando  el  pobre  434 
Song  of  hope  (Canto  el  esperanza)  21 86 

We  are  called  2172 

Higher  ground  39 

I  surrender  all  67 


UM  Hymnal 

The  Faith  We  Sing 
Songs  of  Zion 


Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
nurtures,  supports,  challenges 


By  Jan  Thornton-Ivine  * 

The  Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
is  a  group  of  over  1,000  United  Meth- 
odist Christian  educators  who  are  com- 
mitted to  nurture,  support, 
advocate  for  and  challenge 
the  church  through  educa- 
tional ministries. 

Believing  that  called, 
committed,  and  equipped 
leaders  enable  and  empower  the 
church's  teaching  and  learning  ministry 
for  the  formation  of  faithful  disciples, 
CEF  exists  to  nurture  and  support  both 
professionals  and  persons  who  have  re- 
sponsibility for  the  many  expressions  of 
educational  ministries. 

National  Conference 
Comes  to  NC  in  October 

Entitled  "Loving  the  Sojourn- 
er through  Teaching  and  Learning," 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship's  Na- 
tional Conference  will  be  held  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  October  5-9. 

Pre-conference  options  include  a 
one-day  training  seminar  covering  the 
basics  skills  needed  in  a  Christian  ed- 
ucation position,  a  retreat  with  Joyce 
Rupp  focusing  on  "The  Circle  of  Life: 
Awakening  to  Graced  Opportunities 
for  Growth,"  and  a  seminar  for  those 
more  experienced  Christian  educators 
who  want  to  grapple  with  challenging 
biblical  and  theological  ideas  and  their 
impact  on  today's  world  of  faith. 

One  of  the  United  Methodist  certifi- 
cation courses  will  also  be  offered.  The 
conference  itself  will  offer  Bible  study, 
workshops  led  by  nationally  known 
leaders,  worship,  tours,  and  daily  expe- 


Chdstiatt 
Educators 
fellowship 


riences  of  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer. 
There  will  be  a  wide  variety  of  expe- 
riences designed  to  enable  Christian 
educators  in  every  stage  of  ministry  to 
learn,  grow  as  disciples,  and  enjoy  true 
fellowship  and  network- 
ing while  being  renewed  in 
this  mountain  setting. 

For  further  information 
access  the  CEF  website  at 
www.cefumc.org   or  call 
Corinne  VanBuren  at  (615)  749-6870 
or (866)  629-3113. 

NC  Conference  Chapter 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  has 
its  own  chapter  of  the  Christian  Edu- 
cators Fellowship.  This  group  of  caring 
folks  includes  seasoned  Christian  edu- 
cators, those  just  beginning  the  journey, 
and  church  volunteers. 

Monthly  meetings  are  traditionally 
held  at  12:30  pm  September- May  at 
the  United  Methodist  Building. 

Experiences  are  shared  and  various 
topics  of  interest  are  covered  under 
the  leadership  of  knowledgeable  fa- 
cilitators. Some  of  this  year's  programs 
will  include: 

•  September  1 4  —  Movie  Review 

•  November  9  -  CEF  as  a 
Community  Practice 

•  January  1 1  -  Confirmation 

•  May  1 0  -  Book  Review 

For  a  complete  list  of  meeting  dates 
and  topics,  contact  chapter  president, 
Joyce  Horn  at  jhorn@genesis-umc.org 
or  (919)  834-3223. 

*  Reverend  Jan  Thornton-Ivine  is  a  Dea- 
con in  Full  Connection  and  Christian 
Educator  in  NC  Annual  Conference. 


Stokes  Student  Center  at  Pfeiffer  University 


Pfeiffer  continues  emphasis  on 
academics  in  Christian  Education 


By  Ed  Trimmer  * 

Pfeiffer  University,  near  Charlotte  in 
Misenheimer,  added  an  undergradu- 
ate major  in  Christian  education  in  the 
1950s  and  quickly  established  a  tradi- 
tion for  producing  graduates  who  were 
ready  to  work  in  the  local  church. 

The  Master  of  Arts  in  Christian  Edu- 
cation degree  at  Pfeiffer  was  launched  in 
1988.  It  has  quickly  become  the  largest 
master's  in  Christian  education  degree 
in  the  United  Methodist  system  with 
over  65  students  currently  enrolled. 

In  January  of  this  year,  Wesley  semi- 
nary established  "The  Center  for  Dea- 
con Education"  with  Pfeiffer  University. 
All  of  the  deacon  courses  will  be  offered 
on  Pfeiffer's  campus  in  Charlotte  in  a 
two  year  cycle. 

Additionally,  Pfeiffer  continues  to  of- 
fer many  certification  courses  including 
those  for  Christian  education,  youth 
ministry  and  spiritual  formation. 

At  the  undergraduate  level  the 
School  of  Religion  has  added  other  op- 


tions besides  the  Christian  education  de- 
gree and  the  traditional  religion  degree. 
Pfeiffer  now  offers  undergraduate  degrees 
in  church  music,  Christian  mission  (the 
only  UM  institution  to  do  so)  and  youth 
ministry  (the  only  UM  institution  in  the 
southeast  to  do  so)  as  well  as  concentra- 
tions within  the  Christian  education  de- 
gree in  church  music  or  camping  and  re- 
treat ministries. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  rec- 
ognizes the  undergraduate  degrees  in 
youth  ministry,  Christian  education 
and  camping  and  retreat  ministries  as 
fulfilling  certification  requirements  in 
those  perspective  areas. 

Pfeiffer  operates  Haltwinger  Center, 
a  30-bed  retreat  center  in  the  Uwhar- 
rie  Mountains,  not  far  from  the  Misen- 
heimer campus.  It  includes  a  modern 
high  and  low  ropes  course. 

The  faculty  in  the  School  of  Religion 
at  Pfeiffer  is  led  by  Dr.  Ed  Trimmer. 
Other  faculty  members  include  Dr. 

Continued  on  page  3 
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Conference  Media  Center  has  Christian  education  resources 


The  Walton  Memorial/North  Caro- 
lina Conference  Media  Center  is  avail- 
able to  all  local  churches  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference. 

A  small  yearly  fee  is  collected  to  help 
cover  the  costs  of  new  materials,  updat- 
ing software  and  replacing  items.  Visit 
the  Media  Center  website  (www.nc- 
cumc.org/media-center)  for  membership 
information  or  contact  the  director. 

Resources  for  all  age  levels  of  minis- 
try are  available  as  well  as  curriculum 
examples.  Easy  access  to  leadership 
training  and  practical  'how  to'  books  as 
well  as  a  variety  of  popular  adult  studies 
on  VHS  and  DVD  help  many  member 
churches  enhance  their  Christian  Edu- 
cation programs  each  year. 

Nationally  known  Bible  experts  are 
invited  to  teach  via  video  programs  to 
adult  Sunday  school  classes  of  all  types, 
in  churches  of  all  sizes. 


What  is  there  to  show  new  mem- 
bers about  the  people  called  United 
Methodist?  What  kind  of  Stewardship 
programs  are  available  to  preview  and 
consider?  Our  speaker  has  cancelled, 
what  can  we  show  for  a  program?  Why 
haven't  I  heard  of  the  Media  Center  be- 
fore? These  are  typical  questions  asked 
everyday  at  the  Media  Center. 

Connecting  the  questioner  with 
access  to  the  best  resource  is  the  goal  of 
the  work  at  the  Media  Center.  The  on- 
line catalog  is  available  at  www.nccumc. 
org/media-center.  Search  under  the 
subject  Christian  Education  for  general 
titles.  Bible  and  Christian  Living  stud- 
ies for  all  ages  are  listed  too. 

Contact  Laura  Bailey,  director 
for  more  information  by  emailing 
llbailey@nccumc.org  or  by  calling 
800-849-4433  (toll  free)  or  919-832- 
9560,  ext.  264. 


Murdaugh  available  to  consult  with 
African-American  congregations  on 
Christian  education  and  stewardship 


Gypsie  Murdaugh,  a  resident  of  Row- 
land, is  available  to  consult  with  North 
Carolina  conference  African-American 
congregations  in  the  areas  of  Christian 
education  and  stewardship. 

A  former  attorney  and  a  communi- 
ty college  administrator,  she  consults, 
develops,  coordinates  and  administers 
effective  Christian  education  programs 
for  African-American  churches. 

This  ministry  is  made  possible 
through  a  grant  from  the  Duke  Endow- 
ment and  other  financial  resources. 

Among  her  most  recent  endeavors 
are  local  church  and  district  Sunday 


Gypsie  Murdaugh 


school  teacher  training  events,  women's 
retreats,  district  worship  training  ses- 
sions, spiritual  gifts  studies,  grant-writ- 
ing workshops,  and  stewardship  and 
personal  financial  training  events. 

"Most  of  our  African-American  con- 
gregations do  not  have  funding  for  a 
Christian  educator.  Through  resourc- 
es from  grants  and  other  areas,  Ms. 
Murdaugh  can  help  address  the  needs 
of  numerous  churches  and  probably  fa- 
cilitate ministries  through  clusters  with 
two  or  more  of  our  congregations  with 
small  membership,"  said  Dr.  Lawrence 
Johnson,  conference  director  of  multi- 
cultural ministries. 

Ms.  Murdaugh  received  her  B.S. 
and  Juris  Doctor  of  Law  degrees  from 
the  University  of  South  Carolina.  She 
has  experience  in  law,  human  resourc- 
es, community  program  development, 
curriculum  development,  and  Chris- 
tian program  development. 

She  is  a  member  of  New  Hope  UMC 
in  Rowland  and  is  active  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women. 

Ms.  Murdaugh's  office  is  located  at 
Galilee  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Laurinburg.  To  request  information  or 
a  consultation,  call  910-474-3393  or 
email  her  at  gypsie724@aol.com. 


Christian  Education  at  Pfeiffer   continued  from  page  2 


Patty  Meyers,  Dr.  Phil  Wingeier-Rayo, 
Dr.  Brent  Driggers,  Dr.  Laura  Stivers, 
Dr.  Chris  Hughes,  and  Rev.  Kathleen 
Kilbourne,  who  directs  the  master's  de- 
gree on  the  Charlotte  campus. 


for  graduate  information  and/or  etrim- 
mer@pfeiffer.edu  for  undergraduate  in- 
formation. 

*  Dr.  Ed  Trimmer  is  head  of  the  School  of 


A  sampling  of  titles  available  at  the  Media  Center 

The  Church  As  Learning  Community: 

A  Comprehensive  Guide  to  Christian  Education 

Norma  Cook  Everist 

390  pages,  Abingdon  Press,  2002.  BK31 6 

Divided  Into  Three  Parts:  Gathered  to  LearnThe  entire  parish  community 
becomes  teacher  and  learner  to  one  another,  Challenged  to  Grow:  the 
teaching  church  will  need  to  be  equipped  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  entire 
life  cycle  reflected  in  the  congregation,  Sent  to  Serve:  the  churches  role  out- 
side the  doors  of  the  building.This  book  by  Norma  Cook  Everist  outlines  an 
approach  to  Christian  Education  that  proclaims  that  everyone  is  a  Learner 
and  everyone  is  aTeacher.lt  is  recommended  for  leaders  in  the  local  church 
in  the  area  of  Christian  Education/Formation. 

Loving  God  with  All  Your  Mind: 

Equipping  the  Community  of  Faith  for  Theological  Thinking 
Thomas  R.  Hawkins 

142  pages,  Discipleship  Resources,  2004.  BK  461 

How  do  the  studies  on  the  ways  brains  work  relate  to  teaching  and  leading 
others  in  the  community  of  faith?  Comparing  varieties  of  styles  and  reflect- 
ing on  real  life  examples  from  working  in  the  local  church,  readers  will  learn 
more  about  critical  thinking  skills. 

Sacred  Challenge:  Blazing  a  New  Path  for  the  Sunday  School  of  the  Future 
Mike  Ratiiff 

142  pages,  Discipleship  Resources,  2006  BK483 

Building  on  shared  strengths  and  naming  the  challenges  are  two  of  the 
processes  suggested  for  enriching  the  Sunday  School  program.  Includes  a 
survey  of  issues  presently  discussed  by  Christian  Educators  as  well  as 
a  Sunday  School  Effectiveness  Assessment. 

Nurturing  Faith  in  Families:  425  Creative  Ideas  For  Family  Ministry 

Jolene  L.  Roehlkepartain 

1 83  pages,  Abingdon  Press,  2002.  BK467 

"Offers  a  treasury  of  ideas,  activities,  and  resources  that  can  help  families 
grow  spiritually  and  feel  more  connected  to  the  faith  community." 
This  book  includes  examples,  research  "briefs" a  helpful  resource  list  and 
scripture  index. 

The  Nuts  and  Bolts  of  Christian  Education:  Practical  Wisdom 
for  Teachers  and  Leaders 
Delia  halverson 

1 27  pages,  Abingdon  Press,  2000  BK95 

Are  you  looking  for  a  comprehensive,  easy  to  understand  book  filled  with 
practical  information  to  help  you  plan  for  a  year  of  Christian  Education? 
Then  Nuts  and  Bolts  is  for  you.  Borrow  it  first  from  the  Media  Center, 
purchase  one  for  your  own  book  shelf! 


Professional  certification  available 
through  Board  of  Higher  Education 


Please  contact  kbourne@pfeiffer.edu   ,  Religion,  at  Pfeiffer  University. 


Professional  certification  is  vital  in  the 
ministry  of  churches.  Certification  ar- 
eas include  Christian  Education,  Youth 
Ministry,  Music  Ministry,  Evangelism, 
Older  Adult  Ministry,  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministry  or  in  Spiritual  Formation. 

Professional  certification  is  available 
to  lay  persons,  ordained  deacons  and  el- 
ders, and  diaconal  ministers  who  meet 
the  standards  set  by  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

In  certification,  one  receives  biblical 
and  theological  training,  knowledge  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  struc- 
ture and  resources,  skill  development, 
support,  and  accountability. 

Certification  in  specialized  minis- 
tries in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
is  available  to  qualifying  persons  who 


demonstrate  a  level  of  competency  and 
standards  which  include  faith  forma- 
tion, academic  training,  and  experience, 
membership  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  continuing  study  in  the 
area  of  specialization. 

Through  certification,  the  church 
recognizes  that  one  has  met  the  re- 
quired standards  for  academic  training, 
experience,  and  continuing  study  nec- 
essary to  achieve  and  maintain  profes- 
sional excellence. 

A  new  para-professional  certification 
has  recently  also  been  approved  by  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

This  process  is  available  through 

Continued  on  page  4 
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What  is  Christian  Education? 


continued  from  page  1 


Bible  are  God's  message  to  us  is  what 
impels  a  person  to  become  a  Christian. 
It  is  the  recognition  that  God's  love 
shown  through  Jesus  Christ  is  real.  It  is 
the  acceptance  of  God's  saving  grace  of- 
fered through  Jesus  Christ  as  a  special 
gift  that  enables  one  to  become  the  per- 
son God  created  him  or  her  to  be. 

Grow  in  Christian  Faith 

Christian  faith  becomes  a  reality 
when  the  stories  of  the  Bible  and  our 
personal  experiences  of  God's  love  and 
grace  inspire  us  to  love  God  and  to  trust 
God's  guidance,  as  we  make  decisions 
about  living  our  lives  each  day.  Chris- 
tians want  to  learn  more  about  Jesus' 
teachings.  Christians  want  to  discover 
the  gifts  of  God  that  come  through  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Christians  want  to  turn 
their  full  attention  to  learning  more 
about  what  it  means  to  live  as  a  per- 
son of  faith.  Christians  are  not  satisfied 
simply  to  know  the  Bible  and  to  believe 
in  God;  Christians  want  to  grow  in 
their  understanding  of  God's  purposes. 
Christians  want  their  relationship  with 
God  to  grow  deeper  day  by  day  and 
year  by  year. 


Become  Part  of 

a  Christian  Community 

Christians  recognize  that  the  ability  to 
grow  in  relationship  to  God  is  possible 
only  in  fellowship  with  other  Christians. 
Although  Christians  value  time  alone 
in  prayer  and  communion  with  God, 
Christians  also  welcome  times  to  praise 
God  and  give  thanks  for  God's  gracious 
love  and  care  in  worship  and  prayer 
with  one  another.  Through  the  bond 
of  Christian  relationship  that  develops, 
Christians  strengthen  one  another  so 
that  they  are  able  to  carry  their  experi- 
ence of  God's  presence  and  love  into  the 
activities  of  their  everyday  lives. 


Answer  Gods  Call 
to  Christian  Living 

Living  a  Christian  life  does  not  come 
automatically.  It  comes  through  study, 
worship,  and  learning  together.  Sunday 
school  is  a  beginning  for  children  and 
youth.  Sunday  school,  as  well  as  many 
other  settings  for  Christian  formation, 
is  essential  for  adults! 

When  people  learn  to  follow  the 
example  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  become 
Christian  examples,  revealing  the  love 
of  God  through  their  own  actions  at 
home,  at  work,  at  play,  at  church,  or 
anywhere  they  may  be.  A  yearning  to 
follow  the  example  of  Jesus  leads  Chris- 
tians to  recognize  the  needs  of  others 
and  to  seek  ways  to  serve  in  God's  name. 
Through  Christian  education  activities 


at  church  individuals  and  families  find 
ways  to  serve  God  by  serving  others. 

Christian  education  does  not  hap- 
pen quickly.  Christian  education  is  not 
something  we  do  once  as  children — 
then  when  we  get  older,  we've  simply 
got  it.  No,  Christian  education  is  a 
lifelong  process  of  learning,  believing, 
growing,  and  serving.  Christian  edu- 
cation is  a  never-ending  process  that 
is  enabled  in  Christian  community,  as 
Christians  continue  to  study,  worship, 
fellowship,  and  serve  together. 

The  lessons  of  Christian  education 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  practice  love 
and  to  live  as  children  of  God.  How  well 
we  learn  those  lessons  day  by  day  will  de- 
termine what  kind  of  church  we  are  Sun- 
day by  Sunday. 

Christian  education  is  a  sacred  re- 


sponsibility. To  give  Christian  educa- 
tion less  than  our  best  would  be  un- 
faithful to  the  life  God  has  called  us  to 
live  and  to  the  world  God  has  called  us 
to  serve.  If  there  is  ever  a  generation 
somewhere,  sometime,  that  does  not 
know  the  power  of  God's  love,  it  will  be 
because  some  generation  did  not  con- 
tinue to  teach  and  learn. 

"Christian  Education?  What's  That?" 
is  published  by  Cokesbury  and  is  avail- 
able for  free  distribution.  Permission 
is  granted  to  duplicate  for  church  use. 
For  additional  information  about  cur- 
riculum resources,  call  Curric-U-Phone 
at  800*25 1*8591,  or  email  curricu- 
phone@umpublishing.org 

This  article  was  reprinted  with  permis- 
sion from  Cokesbury. 


"Third  Thursday"  is  a  time  for  spiritual  growth, 
intellectual  stimulation,  creativity,  physical  exercise 


By  Judith  S.  Stephens  * 

"Third  Thursdays,"  an  exciting  op- 
portunity for  older  adults  in  the  Bur- 
lington District,  will  begin  September 
21  at  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge,  one  of  the 
NC  Conference  related  camp  and  re- 
treat centers,  located  near  Efland. 

This  opportunity  will  be  a  time  for 
spiritual  growth,  intellectual  stimulation, 
creativity,  and  physical  exercise,  to  name 
a  few  of  the  planned  activities.  It  will  also 
be  a  time  for  making  social  connections 
with  other  older  adults  in  neighboring 
United  Methodist  churches. 

"Third  Thursdays"  is  open  to  any 
older  adult  wishing  to  attend,  although 
it  is  primarily  targeted  for  older  adults 
in  smaller,  rural  United  Methodist 
churches  in  the  Burlington  District. 

This  program  is  for  churches  that  may 
be  unable  to  support  a  program  either 


because  they  do  not  have  enough  mem- 
bers or  financial  resources  to  do  so. 

NC  UM  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry, 
in  conjunction  with  the  NC  Confer- 
ence Older  Adult  Committee  will  be 
leading  this  pilot  endeavor  which  they 
hope  to  replicate  in  other  districts. 
They  have  received  a  $2500  grant  from 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  one 
of  29  grants  and  the  only  full  grant  dis- 
persed this  year  by  GBOD.  Duke  En- 
dowment funds  will  also  enable  Camp 
Chestnut  Ridge  to  enhance  accessibility 
for  this  age  group. 

Today  more  people  are  living  lon- 
ger. By  2010,  people  60  or  older  are 
expected  to  outnumber  children  and 
youth  under  15;  about  one  in  five  peo- 
ple will  be  65  years  or  older.  Even  now 
approximately  62%  of  United  Meth- 
odist membership  is  50  years  or  older. 
These  statistics  confirm  the  need  to  set 


The  journey  to  certification    continued  from  page  3 


some  jurisdictions,  annual  conferences, 
colleges  and  seminaries. 

Para-professional  certification  does 
not  have  academic  credit  but  is  designed 
for  persons  who  are  seeking  training 
in  a  specialized  ministry  as  a  worker 
or  volunteer. 

The  requirements  for  para-profes- 
sional certification  include  personal 
standards,  church  membership,  course 
work  and  experience  in  the  area  of  spe- 
cialized ministry. 

So  how  does  one  seek  professional  or 
para-professional  certification? 


A  one-time  enrollment  form  for  Cer- 
tification Studies  can  be  found  on  the 
web  site  (www.gbhem.org).  This  form 
must  be  completed  with  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry. 

This  starts  the  process  and  enables  one 
to  receive  scholarship  aid  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Ministry  for  each  of  the  five 
required  courses. 

The  student  then  registers  with  the 
institution  offering  the  desired  course 
where  registration  fees  are  determined 


and  collected. 

At  the  recent  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  three  persons  (two  deacons 
and  one  lay  person)  were  recognized  for 
completing  professional  certification: 

•  Joyce  Day,  Spiritual  Forma- 
tion with  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary; 

•  Judy  Stephens,  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministries,  Drew  Theological 
Seminary; 

•  Wray  Stephens,  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministries,  Drew  Theological 
Seminary. 


ministry  priorities  for  and  with  older, 
and  possibly  wiser,  members.  Programs 
such  as  "Third  Thursdays"  have  these 
needs  in  mind. 

Working  with  Rev.  Judy  Stephens,  re- 
treat ministry  coordinator  with  the  NC 
UM  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry  and  a 
conference  deacon,  will  be  the  Rev.  Alice 
Kunka,  also  a  deacon;  Cely  Chicurel,  pro- 
fessional potter  and  Christian  educator; 
and  octogenarian  Fleta  Hohn  who  has 
worked  with  adult  day  care  programs. 

Several  pastors  in  the  Burlington  Dis- 
trict will  also  offer  leadership  through- 
out the  year  as  this  group  gathers  each 
Third  Thursday  to  receive,  and  to  give 
in  missional  service  as  they  grow  to- 
gether spiritually. 

The  $  1 0  cost  for  the  day  covers  lunch 
and  camp  usage.  To  register  for  Third 
Thursdays,  contact  Sharon  Smith  in 
the  Burlington  District  Office  by  the 
second  Monday  of  each  month  (1-336- 
584-7959  or  budistrictoffice@bell- 
south.net).  The  selected  theme  is  "The 
Days  of  Our  Lives." 

September  Third  Thursday  will  focus 
on  "The  Journeys  of  Our  Lives".  Up- 
coming themes  will  focus  on  The  Trea- 
sures of  Our  Lives. .  .The  Blessings,  The 
Joys,  The  Paths,  The  Loves,  The  Win- 
dows... This  is  Christian  Education  at 
its  best... being  blessed  as  we  become  a 
blessing  for  others. 

For  more  information,  contact  Judy@ 
ncumcamps.org. 

*  Judith  S.  Stephens  is  retreat  ministry  co- 
ordinator for  the  NC  United  Methodist 
Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries. 


This  could  be  your  LAST  Issue!  Have  you  recently  received  a  renewal  notice  for  the  NCC  Christian  Advocate?  Please  reply  as  soon  as  possible 
to  continue  receiving  this  informative,  educational  ministry  resource.  For  subscription  questions,  call  Linda  Smith  at  800-849-4433,  Ext.  238. 
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New  program  being  developed  at  Duke  to  foster 
strong  rural  congregations  and  communities 


By  Linda  Green* 

(UMNS)  Rural  areas  have  many 
strengths,  including  a  sense  of  commu- 
nity and  mutual  caring,  but  clergy  of- 
ten hesitate  to  accept  appointments  to 
small  towns. 

In  an  effort  to  draw  more  ordained 
clergy  to  small  rural  churches,  Unit- 
ed Methodist-related  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  Duke  Endowment  are  de- 
veloping a  program  to  foster  strong  ru- 
ral congregations  and  communities  in 
North  Carolina. 

"Thriving  Rural  Communities," 
will  create  six  model  United  Methodist 
Church  programs  aimed  at: 

•  Attracting  clergy  to  the  rural  church. 

•  Training  leaders  for  the  challenges  of 
serving  in  those  settings. 

•  Motivating    rural    clergy    to  be 
excellent  leaders. 

•  Helping  other  churches  replicate 
successes. 

The  new  program  is  expected  to  last 
at  least  six  years,  said  the  Rev.  L.  Greg- 


ory Jones,  dean  of  the  divinity  school. 
Social  and  economic  challenges,  rang- 
ing from  mill  closings  to  shrinking 
populations,  have  sapped  the  strength 
of  many  rural  communities,  and  cre- 
ative strategies  are  needed  for  churches 
in  those  areas  to  remain  vital,  he  said. 

"The  danger  is  that  we  could  assign 
pastors  to  rural  congregations  that  have 
less  and  less  ability  to  support  the  pas- 
tor, much  less  the  ability  to  foster  strong 
programs,"  Jones  said. 

"We  could  have  beautiful  fellow- 
ship halls  or  sanctuaries  made  possible 
through  the  conference  or  The  Duke 
Endowment,  only  to  see  them  empty 
in  the  future  because  the  communities 
have  declined  to  a  point  of  no  longer 
being  viable,"  he  added. 

The  model  churches  will  work  with 
the  field  education  program  at  Duke 
Divinity  School,  offering  special  place- 
ments for  six  divinity  school  students. 

The  students,  or  "rural  fellows,"  will 
be  given  scholarships  to  learn  the  best 
practices  from  those  programs.  They 


Rural  communities  and  rural 
church  ministries  celebrated 
Sept.  22-23  at  Cedar  Grove  UMC 

Event  to  celebrate  rural  church  grantees 

of  Duke's  "Thriving  Rural  Communities"  initiative 

Love  God,  Honor  the  Land,  Celebrate  Community,  as  a  gathering  to 
celebrate  rural  communities  and  the  ministry  of  rural  churches,  will  be 
held  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  September  22-23  at  Cedar  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cedar  Grove. 

The  event  will  include  presentations  by  plenary  speakers  and  rural 
church  grantees  of  The  Duke  Endowment,  musical  entertainment  and 
worship.  During  this  two-day  event  participants  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  have  their  stories  recorded  by  the  StoryCorps  oral  history  project. 

The  event  is  hosted  by  Theology  and  Medicine  at  Duke  Divinity  School 
and  The  Duke  Endowment  as  part  of  the  "Thriving  Rural  Communities" 
initiative  at  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Speaking  will  be  Bishop  Ken  Carder  of  Duke  Divinity  School  and  Nor- 
man Wirzba,  professor  and  chair  at  Georgetown  College  and  author  of 
"The  Paradise  of  God:  Renewing  Religion  in  an  Ecological  Age."  Ed  Kil- 
bourne,  singer,  storyteller  and  pastor,  will  perform  as  the  featured  concert 
guest.  On  Saturday  morning,  local  farmers  will  lead  a  conversation  reflect- 
ing on  the  richness  of  their  experience  as  farmers  and  care  for  the  land. 

There  is  no  registration  fee  for  the  event  but  a  ticket  is  required  for  par- 
ticipation in  the  celebration.  For  those  interested  in  attending,  please  con- 
tact the  Theology  and  Medicine  (919)  383-0615,  ext.  105  or  by  email  at: 

theomed@div.duke. 
edu  for  ticket  infor- 
mation. 

For  more  informa- 
tion about  Theology 
and  Medicine  pro- 
grams and  initiatives 
visit  http://www.di- 

vinity.duke.edu/  pro- 
Anathoth  Community  Garden  is  an  agriculture  project  / 1  « 

supported  by  Cedar  Grove  UMC  grams/theomed. 


The  "Thriving  Rural  Communities"  program  is  aimed  at  attracting  strong  clergy  to 
those  settings,  addressing  challenges  rural  communities  face,  and  cultivating  lead- 
ership among  clergy  and  laity.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 


will  be  asked  to  commit  to  serving  in 
rural  congregations  for  at  least  five  to 
eight  years  after  graduation.  They  also 
will  attend  regular  colloquia  to  enhance 
their  understanding  of  rural  issues, 
challenges  and  opportunities. 

Of  the  denomination's  26,367  U.S. 
churches,  20,000  have  been  identified 
or  classified  as  "town  and  country,"  ac- 
cording to  the  Rev.  Carol  J.  Thomp- 
son, director  of  the  Office  of  Town  and 
Country  Ministries  at  the  UM  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

"Town  and  country"  is  defined  as  in- 
corporated cities  and  towns  of  50,000 
or  fewer;  areas  where  the  population  has 
250  people  or  fewer  per  square  mile;  or 
areas  where  the  economy  is  based  on 
natural  resources  through  activities  such 
as  farming,  nurseries,  ranching,  logging, 
mining  and  smelting,  fishing  and  tour- 
ism, Thompson  said. 

Many  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  congregations  are  rural,  and  the 
denomination  is  more  widespread  in  ru- 
ral areas  than  nearly  any  other  church. 

Challenges  in  rural  areas 

Rural  churches  and  communities 
face  four  challenges,  according  to  Julia 
Wallace,  director  of  small  church  and 
shared  ministries  at  the  United  Meth- 
odist Board  of  Discipleship. 

Population  shifts,  economic  chang- 
es and  thinning  of  community  life  are 
three  of  them,  "but  I  believe  the  num- 
ber one  challenge  to  rural  churches 
and  their  communities  is  inappropriate 
leadership,"  she  said.  "We  see  political 
leaders  hard  pressed  to  address  rural  is- 
sues in  a  comprehensive,  effective  way. 
For  churches,  this  leadership  challenge 
lies  at  the  core  of  church  life." 

"Pastoral  leadership  is  essential,"  she 
said.  "Our  practice  of  appointing  pas- 
tors to  rural  areas  is  unfortunately  based 
on  economic  matters  and  availability. 
We  can  do  better.  Rather  than  under- 


mine mission  and  ministry  in  rural  con- 
gregations by  frequent  pastoral  changes, 
or  realigning  congregations  to  be  able 
to  pay  a  pastor,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  must  look  at  rural  mission  seri- 
ously, find  alternative  forms  of  pastoral 
leadership  and  use  them  consistently." 

That  is  one  of  the  aims  of  the  Thriv- 
ing Rural  Communities  project. 

"Rural  communities  are  often  seen 
to  be  on  an  inevitable  downward  spiral 
demographically,  economically,  as  well 
as  in  the  strength  of  local  congrega- 
tions," Jones  said. 

While  some  rural  areas  are  thriv- 
ing, "this  program  is  needed  to  develop 
models  that  can  stir  the  imagination  of 
how  rural  communities  can  cultivate 
spirals  of  vitality— working  together  in 
ways  that  foster  hope  and  a  sense  of 
new  life." 

Attracting  clergy 

The  project  will  also  focus  on  attract- 
ing "gifted  clergy  who  sense  a  vocation 
to  rural  ministry,  and  can  see  the  oppor- 
tunities and  possibilities,"  Jones  said. 

Factors  that  often  interfere  with  that 
include  the  pressure  to  pay  off  student 
loans,  the  need  to  sustain  a  family,  and 
the  perception  that  "effective"  clergy 
will  always  be  found  in  the  largest  con- 
gregations receiving  higher  salaries. 

Many  are  attracted  to  serving  in  rural 
churches,  Thompson  said.  "However, 
it  is  often  very  difficult  to  remain  in  a 
rural  church  and  community.  Bishops 
and  cabinets  often  want  strong  clergy 
to  move  along  in  the  appointive  sys- 
tem, to  go  from  smaller  rural  churches 
to  town  churches  and  then  larger  sub- 
urban ones." 

There  are  issues  of  income,  and  ur- 
ban and  suburban  locations  often  offer 
higher  salaries  and  more  opportunities 
for  employment  for  clergy  spouses. 

continued  on  page  11 
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10  years  after  resolution  passed,  Safe  Sanctuary  movement 
fights  complacency,  renews  call  to  reduce  risks  of  abuse 


By  Marta  W.  Aldrich  * 

(UMNS)-Ten  years  after  the  United 
Methodist  Church  launched  its  "safe 
sanctuary"  movement  to  protect  chil- 
dren from  sexual  abuse,  the  attorney 
who  spearheaded  the  program  believes 
the  church  must  guard  against  compla- 
cency or  be  prepared  to  face  a  multi- 
tude of  lawsuits. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Joy  Melton,  safe 
sanctuary  policies  and  procedures  are 
wonderful— except  when  they  are  merely 
on  the  books  and  not  followed.  Then, 
when  a  child  abuse  incident  does  occur, 
such  policies  actually  open  up  churches 
to  lawsuits  that  can  lead  to  massive  set- 
tlements and  damage  awards. 

"A  plaintiff's  lawyer  will  turn  to  a 
jury  and  say,  'How  much  more  neg- 
ligent can  the  church  be  but  to  know 


how  to  prevent  this  problem,  yet  be  too 
busy?'"  said  Melton,  who  consults  with 
churches  and  denominations  on  child 
abuse  prevention  and  risk  management 
for  ministries. 

Her  comments  were  made  during 
the  July  26-29  "Do  No  Harm"  confer- 
ence sponsored  by  five  United  Method- 
ist agencies  on  sexual  ethics. 

The  author  of  "Safe  Sanctuaries: 
Reducing  the  Risk  of  Child  Abuse 
in  the  Church"  and  "Safe  Sanctuaries 
for  Youth,"  Melton  is  also  a  clergy 
member  of  the  North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference. 

"Our  society  realizes  churches  can  be 
brought  into  court,  and  the  demands 
for  settlement  are  in  the  millions,"  she 
said.  "Sexual  abuse  in  the  church  is  the 
one  and  only  issue  that  has  the  power  to 
bankrupt  our  church." 


Participants  sing  a  hymn  during  worship  at  the  "Do  No  Harm"  conference. 
A  UMNS  photo  by  Larry  Nelson 

"Do  No  Harm"  Conference  focused 
dialogue  on  sexual  ethics,  misconduct 


(UMNS)-It's  a  problem  that's 
hard  to  name  and  a  sin  that  pastors 
don't  like  to  discuss.  But  inappro- 
priate sexual  behavior  does  happen 
by  clergy,  staff  and  lay  persons. 

During  a  UM  sexual  ethics  con- 
ference, more  than  250  clergy  and 
lay  people  spoke  openly  about  "sex 
in  the  church"  in  an  effort  to  help 
prevent  sexual  misconduct  and  to 
intervene  and  offer  healing  and  "jus- 
tice love"  when  it  occurs. 

Called  "Do  No  Harm,"  the 
event  encouraged  dialogue  within 
the  church  about  both  healthy  and 
unhealthy  sexual  behavior,  resisting 
the  temptation  to  become  secretive 
when  sexual  misconduct  occurs, 
and  extending  God's  grace-with  ac- 
countability-to  all  sexual  sinners, 
even  those  who  have  been  called 
and  set  apart  for  ministry  and  li- 
censed by  the  church  as  clergy. 

"We  are  working  together  to 
make  our  church  a  safer  place,  a 
more  comfortable  place,  a  holy 


place,"  said  Garlinda  Burton,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Com- 
mission on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW),  a  conference 
sponsor. 

Since  2003,  COSROW  has  field- 
ed about  65  calls  related  to  allega- 
tions of  inappropriate  sexual  conduct 
within  United  Methodist  churches. 
Most  involved  clergy,  but  recent  re- 
ports increasingly  have  involved  lay 
members. 

Conference  speakers  and  organiz- 
ers urged  pastors  and  church  leaders 
to  study  sexual  ethics  and  use  com- 
mon-sense guidelines  for  maintain- 
ing professional  boundaries:  for  in- 
stance, offering  counseling  only  in 
a  professional  office  setting,  during 
regular  hours  and  when  someone 
else  is  present  in  the  building. 

"As  a  leader,  you  can  have  no  se- 
crets or  secret  places,"  Bishop  Rich- 
ard Wills  of  Nashville,  TN  said. 
"I  believe  that  evil  thrives  in  the 
darkness  and  dies  in  the  light." 


Melton  urged 
strict  adherence  to 
safe  sanctuary  poli- 
cies, including  back- 
ground checks  for 
all  people  who  work 
with  children  and 
youth,  and  as  much 
insurance  coverage 
as  churches  and  con- 
ferences can  afford. 

In  1996,  the  United  Methodist  Gen- 
eral Conference,  the  denomination's 
top  legislative  body,  passed  a  resolution 
calling  on  every  church  to  develop  poli- 
cies and  procedures  to  reduce  the  risk  of 
child  sexual  abuse  in  its  ministries  and 
facilities.  Regional  training  sessions  fol- 
lowed, inviting  conferences  to  send  rep- 
resentatives who  could  return  and  train 
local  churches  on  the  procedures. 

"Since  that  first  training,  some  confer- 
ences have  really  embraced  it,  some  are 
just  now  getting  started,  and  some  who 
did  it  early  have  waned  and  need  to  pick 
it  back  up,"  noted  Mary  Alice  Gran,  di- 
rector of  children's  ministries  for  the  de- 
nomination's Board  of  Discipleship. 

According  to  Gran,  the  biggest  hur- 
dle is  church  leaders  who  are  in  deni- 
al that  child  sexual  abuse  can  occur  in 
their  congregation.  "They  say,  'We're  a 
family.  It  can't  happen  here.'" 

Melton  pointed  out  that  three  mil- 


The  biggest  hurdle  is  church  leadership 
in  denial  that  child  sexual  abuse  can 
occur  in  their  congregation.  "They  say, 
'We're  a  family.  It  can't  happen  here.'" 

-  Mary  Alice  Gran,  director  of  children's 
ministries  for  Board  of  Discipleship. 


lion  incidents  of  child  abuse  are  report- 
ed annually  in  the  United  States,  and 
88  percent  are  perpetrated  by  an  adult 
who  is  known,  loved  and  trusted. 

"With  numbers  like  this,  we  can't 
think  of  child  abuse  as  a  Catholic  prob- 
lem," she  said,  referring  to  a  barrage 
of  lawsuits  against  the  U.S.  Catholic 
Church,  charging  many  of  its  priests 
with  child  sexual  abuse. 

Melton  added  that  sexual  predators 
are  increasingly  targeting  the  church 
because  other  child-serving  institu- 
tions like  scouting,  youth  athletics  and 
schools  have  implemented  policies  to 
screen  out  potential  abusers  and  to  find 
trustworthy  workers. 

"(Predators)  know  they  can  get  into 
the  church  easier  than  they  can  any 
other  institution.  We  can  never  let  our 
guard  down,"  she  said. 

*  Marta  Aldrich  is  a  freelance  journalist 
in  Franklin,  Tenn. 


Follow-up  Safe  Sanctuaries  work- 
shops planned  in  Garner,  Kinston 


By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  * 

Follow-up  resourcing  to  local  church- 
es implementing  a  safe  sanctuaries  pol- 
icy and  procedures  will  he  held  Friday 
and  Saturday,  October  27-28,  in  two 
locations.  The  October  27  event  will  be 
held  at  Garner  UMC  and  the  October 
28  event  will  be  held  at  Queen  Street 
UMC  in  Kinston. 

Joy  Melton,  author  of  books  on  Safe 
Sanctuaries  and  an  attorney  and  dea- 
con in  the  North  Georgia  Conference, 
will  be  joined  by  resource  people  from 
Prevent  Child  Abuse  of  NC  to  lead  the 
workshops  in  Garner  and  Kinston. 

The  program  will  be  the  same  both 
days,  beginning  at  1 0  am  and  conclud- 
ing around  4  pm.  Local  church  leaders 
can  attend  the  most  convenient  work- 
shop. Lunch  will  be  included  so  pre- 
registration  will  be  required. 

Further  information  about  registering 
for  these  events  will  be  available  from  the 
Office  of  Children,  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries  at  the  United  Method- 
ist Building  and  online  at  www.nccumc. 


org/childrnmin/ safesanctuaries  1  .htm. 

The  2005  Annual  Conference  called 
for  every  local  church  to  adopt  and 
implement  safe  sanctuaries  policy  and 
procedures. 

Basic  orientation  workshops  were 
held  in  every  district  in  the  fall  of  2005 
and  at  three  central  locations  across  the 
conference  in  early  spring  2006. 

The  books  by  Joy  Melton  are  step  by 
step  guides.  Video/DVD  training  me- 
dia is  available  from  the  Conference 
Media  Center. 

Each  local  church  was  expected  to  be 
well  on  their  way  with  safe  sanctuaries 
by  June  2006.  At  charge  conferences 
this  fall,  each  church  will  be  held  ac- 
countable to  fulfilling  this  mandate  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

The  October  event  is  designed  ex- 
pressly for  local  churches  implement- 
ing a  safe  sanctuaries  policy  and  living 
into  this  important  aspect  of  commu- 
nal life. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  director  of  chil- 
dren, youth  and  young  adult  ministries. 
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Bishop  proposes  using 
ministry-driven  budgets, 
creative  thinking,  priorities 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Take  a  fresh  look  at  what  is  needed  to 
do  ministry,  think  creatively,  prioritize, 
and  let  some  things  die  so  others  can 
be  born,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  advised  con- 
ference committee  chairs  and  interested 
individuals  during  a  Budget  Summit  he 
called  on  August  1 6. 

During  the  budgeting  process,  con- 
ference boards  and  agencies  are  being 
asked  to  examine  how  a  proposed  min- 
istry fits  into  one  or  more  of  the  Seven 
Pathways  from  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
Bishop  Gwinn  said.  In  addition,  each 
group  should  ask  if  the  ministry  goals 
are  reasonable,  if  the  ministry  has  du- 
plication with  another  area,  and  if  the 
ministry  fits  the  vision  of  making  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  summit  was  called  as  conference 
boards  and  agencies  begin  the  budget 
process  which,  when  combined  with 
requests  from  other  areas,  will  result  in 
the  budget  for  action  at  the  2007  An- 
nual Conference. 


"Let  us  travel  these  pathways  on  two  strong 
legs,  one  with  effective  lay  and  clergy  leadership 
and  the  other  with  healthy  congregations," 
said  Bishop  Gwinn. 


Developing  budgets  is  a  three  year 
process:  a  budget  proposed  the  first  year 
is  raised  the  second  year  and  is  available 
the  beginning  of  the  third  year.  Budgets 
approved  at  the  2007  Annual  Confer- 
ence will  be  spent  in  2009. 

In  previous  years,  many  conference 
areas  have  taken  the  budget  from  the 
previous  year  and  increased  the  request- 
ed amount  by  a  specific  percentage. 
Bishop  Gwinn  proposed  a  different  ap- 
proach which  would  not  be  based  on 
previous  budgets  bur  would  be  driven 
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by  ministry  visions. 

Other  annual  conferences  coming 
together  in  similar  meetings  have  been 
"looking  at  the  budget  out  of  crisis  and 
have  not  been  looking  at  the  things 
God  wants  them  to  do.  In  this  confer- 
ence, we  are  having  a  budget  summit 
out  of  celebration,  and  we  thank  God 
for  one  another  and  for  what  God  will 
do  through  us,"  Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

"We  come  out  of  strength  rather  than 
weakness  to  begin  a  process  of  thinking 
together.  There  are  no  ultimatums  from 
this  meeting  and  no  predetermined 
moldings.  Let  us  travel  these  pathways 
on  two  strong  legs,  one  with  effective 
lay  and  clergy  leadership  and  the  other 
with  healthy  congregations,"  he  said. 

Scripture  references  were  used  during 
his  explanation  of  each  of  the  pathways 
(see  box  on  right). 

This  is  the  beginning  of  a  process 
where  "we  will  be  learning  to  be  vi- 
sion driven  rather  than  budget  driven, 
to  build  ministry  on  dreams  and  vision 
rather  than  finances,  and  to  learn  how  to 
believe  that  valid  ministry  can 
often  be  done  with  little  or  no 
dollars,"  he  said. 

While  talking  about  his 
objectives  for  the  gathering, 
Bishop  Gwinn  said  he  wanted 
to  "assure  every  local  church 
that  not  a  single  dollar  being 
asked  of  them  cannot  be  justi- 
fied as  clearly  helping  us  move 
into  the  vision  of  the  Seven 
Pathways,  and  that  we  are 
cautious  and  are  good  stew- 
ards of  the  dollars  provided 
to  us." 

In  addition,   he  said  he 
hoped  the  various  areas  of  the 
conference  will  "learn  how  to 
work  together  as  one  unit  in 
moving  down  the  Seven  Pathways." 

"I  want  us  to  be  filled  with  the  light 
and  joy  and  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  we  are  making  a  difference  in  God's 
world.  We  have  to  learn  to  get  outside 
that  box,  to  bring  back  that  kind  of  joy 
and  freedom  to  let  God  do  a  new  thing 
through  us,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Gwinn  pointed  out  that  each 
ministry  area  does  not  have  to  address 
all  seven  pathways.  Some  areas  may  fo- 
cus on  one  or  possibly  two  pathways. 
For  example,  he  said,  Congregation- 
al Ministries  would  clearly  focus  on 
"transforming  existing  congregations" 
and  "developing  new  congregations." 

Conference  Executive  Director  of 
Connectional  Ministries  Charles  M. 
Smith  and  Conference  Treasurer  Sha- 
ron Strother  participated  in  the  summit 


The  Seven  Pathways 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  identified  seven  pathways 
to  focus  on  while  making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
for  the  transformation  of  the  world. 

1)  Transforming  existing  congregations 

Revelation  1-3 

2)  Developing  new  congregations 

Acts  1 :8 
Acts  16:9-10 

3)  Strengthening  clergy  and  lay  leadership 

Philippians  3: 13-14 
2nd  Timothy  2:14 

4)  Teaching  Wesleyan  model  of  reaching 
and  forming  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 

Matthew  28: 19-20 

5)  Reaching  and  transforming  the  lives 
of  new  generations  of  children 

Matthew  19:14 
Acts  2:39 
Proverbs  22:6 

6)  Eliminating  poverty  in  community 
with  the  poor 

Deuteronomy  15:7 
Luke  10 

7)  Expanding  racial  /  ethnic  ministries 

Acts  10:28 


and  presented  a  procedure  and  timeline 
for  the  budget  process. 

Smith  said  the  process,  still  in  a  transi- 
tional phase,  was  a  collaboration  between 
the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (CF&A)  and  the  Con- 
ference Connectional  Table  (CCT). 

Citing  a  statement  by  Bishop  Hope 
Morgan  Ward,  former  CCT  director, 
that  "change  is  good  and  helpful  for  the 
church,"  Smith  said  he  knew  that  "as  a 
human  being,  change  is  threatening."  A 
major  consideration,  he  said,  should  be 
"how  do  we  do  a  more  effective  job  of 
matching  up  the  vision  and  work  of  the 
church." 

In  the  past,  Sharon  Strother  said,  min- 
istry goals  were  set  years  in  advance  and 
when  the  ministry  year  arrived,  activities 
were  adjusted  according  to  the  money 
available.  "What  we  are  trying  to  do  now 
is  to  think  about  how  we  might  turn  the 
process  on  its  head,"  she  said. 

She  shared  a  new  budget  form  which, 
in  addition  to  listing  dollar  amounts, 
had  areas  for  "specific  ministry  descrip- 
tion," "ministry  goal,"  and  "objectives" 
where  the  number  of  people  or  church- 
es to  be  served  would  be  listed. 

Under  the  proposed  time  line,  con- 
ference boards  and  agencies  begin  the 
budget  preparation  process  in  August 
and  September,  CF&A  will  begin  dis- 
cussing probable  percentage  increase 


targets,  and  Circle  meetings  will  be  held 
in  late  October. 

The  process  continues  with  agen- 
cy budget  reviews  and  Circle  budget 
reviews.  The  CCT  will  review  and 
recommend  a  final  budget  to  CF&A 
in  late  February.  CF&A  will  meet 
in  early  March  to  set  the  2009  budget 
for  presentation  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  June. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director 
of  communications  and  Advocate  editor. 


"I  want  us  to  be  filled 
with  the  light  and  joy 
and  satisfaction  in 
knowing  that  we  are 
making  a  difference 
in  God's  world. 

We  have  to  learn 
to  get  outside 
that  box,  to  bring  back 
that  kind  of  joy  and 
freedom  to  let  God 
do  a  new  thing 
through  us." 

—  Bishop  Gwinn 
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Raleigh  District  clergy 
work  together  in  mission 

By  Jo  Elaine  Harris  * 

On  July  18,  the  Raleigh  District  Pastors'  Gathering  was  an  extraordinary  day 
spent  working  alongside  one  another  celebrating  the  Lord  through  mission  work 
and  worship. 

District  Superintendent  Ned  Hill  expressed  his  hope  that  the  pastors  would  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  one  another  and  with  Operation  Sharehouse,  and  that 
they  would  not  only  be  renewed  and  energized  in  their  passion  for  doing  hands-on 
mission  work,  but  that  they  would  also  carry  this  renewal  and  energy  back  to  their 
congregations. 

To  facilitate  this,  the  clergy  gathered  at  Stop  Hunger  Now's  "Operation  Share- 
house"  to  assemble  meals  for  the  hungry  world-wide;  then  they  traveled  to  St.  James 
UMC  in  Raleigh  for  an  agape  meal  and  worship. 

When  the  clergy  signed  in  at  Operation  Sharehouse,  they  selected  one  of  three 
color  tags.  These  color-coded  tags  placed  the  pastors  in  a  particular  food-consump- 
tion group,  with  the  number  of  tags  in  each  group  in  proportion  to  the  percentage 
of  people  in  the  world  who  live  in  that  particular  group. 

Fifteen  percent  of  the  tags  represented  the  world's  population  who  enjoy  an  over- 
abundance of  food;  60%  of  the  tags  represented  those  who  get  just  enough  to  eat; 
while  25%  of  the  tags  represented  those  who  either  go  without  or  do  not  get  enough 
to  eat.  When  it  came  time  to  grab  a  bite  to  eat,  each  of  the  color-coded  groups  was 
provided  snacks  and  water  appropriate  to  their  food  security  status.  A  profound  im- 
pact was  made  on  everyone. 

Following  education  about  world  hunger  and  then  specifically  how  Stop  Hunger 
Now  works  to  meet  the  hunger  needs  throughout  the  world,  the  clergy  divided  into 
groups  to  assemble  the  meals.  Pastors  worked  together  to  assemble,  weigh  and  box 
the  meals.  Every  time  1,000  meals  were  boxed  and  taped,  a  gong  was  struck  to  cel- 
ebrate the  accomplishment.  Before  the  clergy  left,  the  gong  had  sounded  six  times. 

The  Pastors'  Gathering  wrapped  up  at  St.  James  where  the  clergy  enjoyed  a  sim- 
ple agape  meal  comprised  of  a  sample  of  the  soup  they  had  assembled  along  with 
fruits,  vegetables,  cheese,  nuts  and  bread.  Following  this  meal,  a  Worship  Service 
continued  the  focus  on  serving  those  in  need  throughout  the  community,  nation 
and  world. 

*  Jo  Elaine  Harris  is  pastor  of  missions  in  the  Raleigh  District. 


Raleigh  District  clergy  work  in  an  assembly  line  to  put  a  variety  of  grains  and  vitamins 
in  a  packet  that  will  be  used  to  feed  six  people. 

Battling  Bishops  re-designed  logo 
unveiled  for  NC  Wesleyan  Athletics 

The  North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  Department  of  Athletics,  in  coordination 
with  the  Battling  Bishops  Club,  has  unveiled  its  newly  re-designed  logo.  "Battling 
Bishops"  has  been  used  to  designate  Wesleyan  athletic  teams  since  the  college  was 

founded  in  1956  by  the  NC  Con- 
ference of  The  United  Method- 
ist Church.  The  new  logo,  which 
was  built  around  the  concept  of 
the  "Circuit  Rider,"  features  25 
variations  of  "Wes"  and  "Charger," 
chosen  as  names  for  the  rider  and 
horse,  respectively.  The  Rider  is 
symbolic  of  the  values  of  the  college,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and  servitude 
to  God.  To  look  at  the  logo  unveiling  ceremony  and  images  of  logo  variations  visit: 
http://annex.ncwc.edu/athletics/news/2006-07/logo_release.htm. 


Shown  in  Seoul,  Korea  are  some  of  the  NC  Conference  delegation  to  the  World  Meth- 
odist Conference  and  family  members:  L-R,  Kwan  Seok,  Kim,  Bob  Bergland,  Ecie  and 
Shirley  Lancaster,  Tim  Russell  (standing  behind),  Tripp  Lancaster,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn, 
Robert  Fairley  (behind),  Ellen  and  Ed  Gunter,  Bill  Simpson  (behind)  Belinda  Morrison, 
Holt  Clarke  (behind)  Betsy  Simpson,  Won  Namkoong,  and  Dick  Morrison  (behind). 

19th  World  Methodist  Conference 
emphasizes  reconciliation,  evangelism 
at  meeting  held  in  Seoul,  Korea 


SEOUL,  South  Korea  (UMNS)  - 
The  top  staff  executive  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council  challenged  more 
than  2,000  delegates  from  around  the 
world  to  make  followers  of  Christ,  not- 
ing that  if  the  church  doesn't  "disciple 
the  nations,  the  nations  will  disciple 
the  church."  In  his  recent  address  to  the 
1 9th  World  Methodist  Conference,  the 
Rev.  George  Freeman  emphasized  the 
need  for  Methodists  to  speak  out  amid 
the  challenges  facing  the  world. 

Participants  in  the  Conference  were 
reminded  of  the  powerful  role  that  evan- 
gelism plays  in  today's  world  Methodist 
movement.  The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dun- 
nam,  chairperson  of  the  Division  of 
World  Methodist  Evangelism,  declared 
that  "What  world  evangelism  is  doing  in 
leadership  development,  faith  sharing, 
and  connecting  congregations  through- 
out the  World  Methodist  Movement  is 
one  of  the  most  powerful  dynamics  in 
contemporary  Christianity."  The  Rev. 
H.  Eddie  Fox  was  re-elected  world  direc- 
tor of  evangelism  for  the  World  Meth- 
odist Council  during  the  Council's  ses- 
sion preceding  the  conference.  Council 
members  also  set  evangelism  as  a  priority 
for  the  next  five  years. 

In  keeping  with  this  year's  theme  of 
"God  in  Christ  Reconciling,"  Sunday, 
July  23,  became  a  new  Day  of  Pente- 


cost. Some  300  delegates  from  the  con- 
ference participated  in  a  worship  service 
on  peace  and  reunification  at  Imjingak 
(at  the  Demilitarized  Zone  between 
South  and  North  Korea).  Bishop  Shin 
Kyoung  Ha,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops  of  the  Korean  Methodist 
Church,  led  the  efforts  to  hold  the  ser- 
vice at  one  of  the  most  volatile  places 
in  the  world.  Earlier  in  the  week,  mem- 
bers of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
approved  a  resolution  for  reconciliation 
and  peaceful  reunification  of  the  Kore- 
an Peninsula. 

At  the  conference,  World  Method- 
ists unanimously  approved  a  resolu- 
tion authorizing  further  dialogue  with 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  with  the 
stated  aim  of  "full  communion  in  faith, 
mission  and  sacramental  life."  Leaders 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council  also 
passed  a  resolution  authorizing  the  as- 
sociation of  the  council  and  its  mem- 
ber churches  with  the  agreement  on  the 
Doctrine  of  Justification,  approved  by 
the  Lutheran  World  Foundation  and 
the  Catholic  Church  in  1999. 

The  World  Methodist  Council, 
housed  at  Lake  Junaluska,  is  a  fellow- 
ship of  76  Methodist-related  churches 
around  the  world.  "The  purpose  of  our 
conference  is  educational,  inspirational, 
and  motivational,"  said  Freeman. 


Gammon  Theological  Seminary  celebrates 
123rd  Founders'  Day  and  lecture  series 


The  123rd  Founders'  Day  activities 
and  Thirkield-Jones  Lecture  Series  for 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  Atlan- 
ta, GA  are  set  for  October  9-11,  2006. 
The  theme  is  "Caring  for  Community: 
There  is  a  Word  from  the  Lord." 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary  was 
founded  in  1883.  Gammon  is  the  only 
historically    African-American  theo- 


logical seminary  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  was  established 
by  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
connection  with  Clark  University.  The 
seminary  is  the  Methodist  component 
of  The  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center. 

For  more  information  on  the  Founders' 
Day  events,  call  (404)  581-0300. 
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An  addition 
to  the 
Advocate 

With  this  issue,  the  NC  Conference  Chris- 
tian Advocate  is  pleased  to  add  the  comic 
strip  called  "Church  Mice, "  drawn  by  Karl 
Zorowski,  pastor  of  Bethel-Lebanon  UMC, 
Clarendon  in  the  Wilmington  District. 

Karl,  at  42,  answered  the  call  into  the 
ministry.  A  graduate  of  the  School  of  De- 
sign at  NC  State,  he  left  behind  a  career  as 
an  exhibit  designer.  He  is  currently  in  the 
Course  of  Study  at  Duke  Divinity  School. 
He  and  his  wife,  Cheryl  who  works  as  a 
professional  clown  named  Skeedaddle, 
have  a  two  year-old  daughter,  Aspen. 

Rather  than  trying  to  explain  how 
"Church  Mice"  began,  let  me  share  the 
words  Karl  used  to  explain  the  beginnings 
of  the  comic  strip  and  what  God  has  done 
with  it.  His  comic  strip  ministry  has  been 
a  blessing  to  many  people  both  in  and  out- 
side the  US.  We  hope  you  will  also  find  it 
a  blessing. 

Bill  Norton,  editor 


Karl  Zorowski 


WHY  POES  NO  ONE  COME  TO 
OUR  MIP-WEEK  miE  STUPY? 


ANP  THAT'S  WHEN  ALL  THE  GOOD 
TV  SHOWS  ARE  ON,  PREACHER  ! 


BECAUSE  YOU  HAVE  IT 
ON  TUESPAY  NIGHT... 


THEY  CARE  MORE 
ABOUT  PRIME  TIME 
THAN  END  TIMES ! 


HEY,  I  KNOW!  JUST 
CALL  YOUR  STUDY 
C$1  JERUSALEM ! 


Copyright  2006  Karl  A.  Zorowski  All  rights  reserved  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com/churchmice 

How  the" Church  Mice"  cartoon  began 


Rev.  Karl  Zorowski 


By  Karl  Zorowski 

In  2001,  I  tried,  unsuccessfully,  to 
syndicate  a  comic  strip  entitled  "Rat 
Race,"  a  cartoon  that  developed  from 
a  comic  strip  I  drew  for  NC  State  Uni- 
versity's student  paper,  The  Technician, 
back  in  the  1980s  called  "Joe  Rat."  One 
of  my  cartoons  in  the  State  paper  even 
earned  me  a  personal  tongue-lashing 
from  the  late  Jim  Valvano. 

After  "Rat  Race"  was  rejected  by  the 
newspaper  syndicates,  my  best  friend 
(a  life-long  Methodist  from  North  Ra- 
leigh) suggested  I  try  a  church-oriented 
or  Christian  cartoon.  So  one  Saturday 
afternoon  in  the  Fall  of 2001, 1  began  to 
sketch  out  a  mouse  in  a  pastor's  robe. . . 
and  "Church  Mice"  was  born. 

The  main  characters  of  the  strip  are 
a  pastor  named  Rev.  Cheese,  and  his  as- 
sistant, a  mouse  named  Deacon  Coffey 
(named  after  a  retired  Southern  Baptist 
preacher  in  Raleigh). 

I  initially  began  "Church  Mice"  with 
the  intention  of  making  a  lot  of  money 


with  it  but  I  was  again  rejected  by  all  of 
the  syndicates.  I  put  together  a  "Church 
Mice"  website,  and  a  funny  thing  hap- 
pened. I  began  to  receive  e-mails  from 
churches  around  the  United  States  ask- 
ing if  they  could  reproduce  the  cartoons 
in  their  bulletins. 

I  allowed  them  to  use  the  cartoons 
for  free  for  any  church  publication  with 
a  printing  of  less  than  1000  pieces, 
and  before  long  I  began  to  hear  from 
churches  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Since  then  "Church  Mice"  has  ap- 
peared in  church  bulletins  and  newslet- 
ters on  every  continent  except  Antarctica 
(although  Church  Mice  does  have  at  least 
one  reader  stationed  at  the  South  Pole). 

The  comic  has  even  been  used  by 
missionaries  in  Africa  and  the  Australian 
outback,  and  to  teach  English  to  Taiwan- 
ese orphans  in  a  monastery  in  China. 

What  has  amazed  me  about  this 
comic  strip  is  what  God  has  done  with 
it.  God  has  enabled  me  to  take  this  gift 
that  He  gave  me  (the  ability  to  draw), 
use  it  to  introduce  others  to  the  mes- 


sage of  His  love,  and  do  so  in  a  non- 
threatening  format. 

Periodically  I  will  receive  an  email  from 
someone  who  has  either  been  lead  to  the 
Lord  or  found  their  way  back  to  the  Lord 
after  reading  one  of  these  cartoons. 

Recently  I  learned  of  an  old  man  in 
Leeds,  England,  who  read  a  particular 
Church  Mice  comic,  felt  God's  touch 
through  the  cartoon,  became  a  born 
again  Christian,  and  spent  the  rest  of 
his  life  telling  others  about  Jesus  Christ. 
When  he  passed  away  about  a  month 
ago,  his  son  buried  him  with  a  copy  of 
that  particular  comic  strip  in  his  casket. 

When  I  hear  a  story  like  this  one, 
I  realize  why  God  gave  me  the  ability 
to  draw  -  He  wanted  me  to  use  it  in  a 
cartoon  ministry.  It  has  been  a  blessing 
to  see  how  God  can  use  whatever  He 
wants  to  work  His  will. 

What  started  out  as  a  sketch  on  a 
piece  of  paper  has  become  something  I 
never  could  have  done  on  my  own.  I 
give  God  all  the  glory. 

-KarlZ. 


Black  staff  provide  ministry 
of  presence  in  New  Orleans 


By  Linda  Green  * 

(UMNS)  -  Nearly  three  dozen  African- 
American  United  Methodist  staff  mem- 
bers journeyed  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
to  offer  healing,  hope  and  wholeness  to 
residents  and  damaged  churches. 

Their  July  work  trip  was  in  response 
to  an  appeal  for  a  ministry  of  presence 
and  assistance  made  by  the  Rev.  Con- 
nie Thomas,  volunteer  coordinator  for 
storm  recovery  for  the  Louisiana  An- 
nual (regional)  Conference,  to  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  and 
the  National  Black  Staff  Forum. 

"I  made  the  appeal  because  we  need- 
ed more  participation  from  the  African- 
American  community,"  Thomas  said. 
"At  the  time  of  the  appeal,  only  5  percent 
of  the  1 2,000  volunteers  who  had  come 
to  the  area  were  African  American." 

While  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  the  staff- 
ers split  into  teams  for  relief  work  at 
three  sites:  Brooks  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  New  Orleans  church  that 


had  not  been  opened  since  Katrina 
struck;  a  church  recovery  station,  also 
in  New  Orleans;  and  historic  Gulfside 
Assembly  in  Waveland,  Miss. 

Outfitted  in  industrial  suits,  hardhats 
and  other  gear  to  protect  themselves 
against  injury  and  disease,  teams  gutted 
out  Brooks  Church  in  the  Lower  Ninth 
Ward,  removing  pews,  tearing  out  car- 
pet and  clearing  the  altar  and  pulpit. 

Lawrence  Johnson,  a  staff  member 
with  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Con- 
ference, took  out  pews  and  carpet  at 
Brooks  Church.  He  said  it  was  agoniz- 
ing to  see  the  frustration  of  the  people 
who  are  still  trying  to  find  direction  af- 
ter almost  a  year. 

"People  are  under  a  lot  of  stress  and 
duress  and  trying  to  hang  in  there  from 
day  to  day,"  he  said.  "Just  our  coming 
gave  them  hope,  and  I  hope  others  will 
do  the  same." 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  news  writer  based  in  Nashville. 


The  Rev.  Renita  Thomas,  Lawrence  Johnson  and  Carolyn  Dandridge,  members  of  the 
National  Black  Staff  Forum,  read  the  Gulfside  Assembly  sign,  which  was  bent  over  by 
winds  and  water  from  Hurricane  Katrina.  Johnson  is  NC  Conference  director  of  mul- 
ticultural and  social  ministries.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Linda  Green. 
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Summer  Youth  Breakaway: 

A  journey  to  remember,  a  personal  perspective 

A  low  on  that  day  Monday,  June  19,  335  of  them  were  going  to  a  college  called 
JL  V  Louisburg,  about  thirty  miles  from  Raleigh,  and  talking  to  each  other  about 
all  the  things  that  were  about  to  happen.  While  they  were  talking  and  discussing, 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  near  and  went  with  them  through  the  entire  week. 

By  Audrey  E.  Cecil  * 


Close  to  400  youth  and  staff  were 
present  at  Louisburg  College  the  week 
of  June  1 9  for  Summer  Breakaway,  an 
annual  Conference  Youth  Event  for 
middle  and  high  school  youth.  The 
theme  for  the  week  was  "The  Journey." 

The  journey  began  stuffed  into  the 
multi-purpose  room  for  staff  introduc- 
tions and  an  interesting  overview  of  the 
rules  from  the  youth  staff.  The  fun  con- 
tinued throughout  the  week  including 
Morning  Assembly  where  the  youth 
were  entertained  by  the  DayWatch 
News  Crew  who  informed  them  of  all 
the  Breakaway  happenings  with  a  spe- 
cial humor.  Icebreakers,  Movie  Groups, 
a  lively  concert  from  a  Christian  band 
and  a  variety  of  afternoon  options  pit- 
ting youth  against  staff  provided  much 
appreciated  time  for  fun  and  fellow- 
ship. 

The  Holy  Spirit  continued  to  move 
through  the  inspiring  worship  led  by 
the  Rev.  Liz  Roberts  of  Seaside  UMC. 
Rev.  Roberts  did  an  admirable  job  of 
preaching  twice  a  day  to  youth  who  had 
either  just  woken  up  (middle  schoolers) 
or  just  eaten  dinner  (senior  highs).  The 
Holy  Spirit  was  truly  working  through 
her  sermons  to  reach  the  youth  in  new 
and  meaningful  ways. 

Each  day  the  youth  gathered  in  small 
groups  of  12  called  growth  groups. 
Within  these  groups,  there  was  con- 
versation and  Bible  study  centered  on  a 
particular  aspect  of  the  journey. 


The  Journey  — 
Day  by  Day 

Monday  &  Tuesday 

Monday's  theme  was  "You  are  Here." 
We  were  asked  to  evaluate  where  we 
were  on  our  Spiritual  journey,  taking 
special  note  that  everyone  could  be  at 
different  locations  on  the  journey.  Mon- 
day's theme  was  expanded  on  Tuesday 
to  "You  are  not  alone."  Everyone  was 
assured  that  wherever  they  may  be  on 
their  journey  they  are  not  alone  as  God 
is  with  us  every  step  of  the  way.  We  also 
have  fellow  Christians  that  have  either 
"been  there,  done  that  and  bought  the 
t-shirt,"  or  are  "stuck  in  the  same  rut." 


Youth  singing  during  worship  in  the  Louisburg  College  Auditorium. 


Wednesday 

After  learning  that  we  are  not  alone 
on  our  spiritual  journeys  we  turned  to 
face  the  "Dangers  Ahead."  Discussions 
on  Wednesday  centered  on  the  chal- 
lenges that  we  will  face  as  Christians 
along  our  way.  The  inspiring  words  of 
Paul  in  his  letter  to  the  Romans  set  our 
pace  for  the  day.  From  Romans  5:3-5, 
"We  also  boast  in  our  sufferings,  know- 
ing that  suffering  produces  endurance, 
and  endurance  produces  character,  and 
character  produces  hope,  and  hope  does 
not  disappoint 
us,  because 
God's  love  has 
been  poured 
into  our  hearts 
through  the 
Holy  Spirit 
that  has  been 
given  to  us," 
we  learned  a 
new   way  to 

Rev.      Liz      Roberts  approach  the 

preached   twice   each  ,   .  , 

day  to  the  youth  at  challenges  that 

Breakaway.  we  face  fa\y 

Thursday 

Thursday  we  learned  to  "Get  out  the 
Map"  when  we  get  off  course.  Using 
the  wonderful  story  of  the  walk  to  Em- 
maus,  we  were  made  aware  that  there 
are  times  where  we  will  not  see  Jesus 
as  clearly  as  maybe  we  ought,  but  there 
are  tools  at  our  disposal  to  assist  us  in 


opening  our  eyes. 

We  learned  the  importance  of  the  use 
of  scripture,  Christian  conversation,  the 
Eucharist  and  other  Christian  practices 
as  means  by  which  Christ  is  revealed. 


Friday 


Along  a  spiritual  journey  there  are 
things  that  we  pick  up  to  put  in  our 
packs,  there  are  things  that  get  stuck  to 
our  clothes,  and  there  are  things  that  we 
have  no  use  for  anymore.  We  learned 
on  Friday  the  significance  of  "Lighten- 
ing our  Load." 

Friday's  journey  was  one  of  forgive- 
ness and  letting  go.  We  learned  the  im- 
portance of  not  only  asking  for  forgive- 
ness but  giving  forgiveness  as  well. 

At  our  service  of  Holy  Communion 
that  evening  each  youth  and  staff  were 
given  stones  to  represent  our  sins. 

As  each  small  group  gathered  around 
the  table,  everyone  was  asked  to  place 
their  stone  on  the  table  if  they  were  ready 
to  "let  go." 

This  symbolic  act  of  casting  our  bur- 
dens onto  the  Lord's  Table  gave  greater 
significance  to  celebrating  the  Eucharist. 

Saturday 

Saturday  we  were  sent  forth  to  contin- 
ue our  journey  with  "No  end  in  sight." 

Again  we  turned  to  Paul  for  encour- 
agement. From  his  letter  to  the  Philip- 
pians  we  were  charged  with  "forgetting 
what  lies  behind  and  straining  forward 


to  what  lies  ahead,  press  [ing]  on  to- 
wards the  goal  for  the  prize  of  the  heav- 
enly call  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus"  (Phi- 
lippians  3:13-14). 

*  Audrey  E.  Cecil  served  as  a  Duke  Divin- 
ity School  intern  working  in  the  Confer- 
ence Office  of  Children,  Youth,  and  Young 
Adult  ministries  this  summer. 


As  we  scattered,  filled 
with  the  Spirit's  power, 
to  journey  forth,  each 
one  took  along  with 
them  the  Pilgrim  Prayer 
by  Joyce  Rupp  used 
throughout  the  week: 

Guardian  of  my  soul, 
guide  me  on  my  way 
this  day. 

Keep  me  safe  from  harm. 

Deepen  my  relationship 

with  you, 

your  Earth, 

and  all  your  family. 

Strengthen  your  love 
within  me 

that  I  may  be  a  presence 
of  your  peace 
in  our  world. 

Amen. 


September  2006 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


Page  11 


Youth  is  given 
"Good  Samaritan' 
award  for  her 
participation  in 
outreach  ministry 

Emily  Theresa  Rowe,  a  member  of 
Soapstone  UMC  in  Raleigh,  has  been 
awarded  "The  Good  Samaritan  Award" 
through  a  program  sponsored  by  the 
General  Commission  of  United  Meth- 
odist Men. 

The  purpose  of  the  award  is  to  rec- 
ognize ministry  to  others  through 
outreach,  humanitarian  assistance,  or 
through  advocacy. 

The  candidate  should  demonstrate 
significant  personal  and  selfless  contri- 
butions toward  others  or  assistance  to 
individuals  in  need.  Candidates  must 
be  in  grades  7-12  and  be  participating 
in  outreach  ministry  within  the  context 
of  the  local  United  Methodist  church 


Emily  Theresa  Rowe 

nominating  him/her. 

Rowe's  church  activities  have  in- 
cluded assisting  with  Vacation  Bible 
School  for  three  years,  helping  with 
the  Backpack  and  Angel  Tree  projects, 
and  working  on  mission  work  teams  to 
Guatemala  and  at  Hinton  Rural  Life 
Center. 

Her  community  activities  included 
working  as  a  volunteer  at  the  local  Cub 
Scout  Day  Camp,  assisting  in  sever- 
al food  drives  through  the  Inter-Faith 
Food  Shuttle  and  being  a  host  for  the 
Interfaith  Hospitality  Network. 


Team  on  Appalachian  Trail  Hike 
connect  with  each  other  and  with  God 


By  Rob  Caudle  * 

Twenty-one  youth  and  13  adults  set 
out  on  a  week-long  adventure  along  the 
Appalachian  Trail  on  Saturday,  June  24. 

With  everything  needed  to  survive 
for  the  coming  week  strapped  on  backs, 
the  security  and  comfort  of  the  vans 
was  left  behind  as  the  group  ventured 
into  the  woods.  For  the  next  seven  days 
the  group  would  experience  things  that 
would  challenge  them  physically,  emo- 
tionally, and  spiritually. 

Early  on  in  the  week  the  team  was 
tested  with  record  amounts  of  rain  and 
seemingly  never  ending  inclines.  As  the 
week  went  on  and  the  weather  cleared 
up,  the  focus  was  less  on  body  pain  and 
more  on  the  purpose  of  the  Appala- 


chian Trial  Hike. 

The  team  started  to  form  bonds  with 
each  other,  as  well  as  strengthen  the  re- 
lationship with  God.  Trail  hike  mem- 
bers found  it  easier  to  feel  and  see  God's 
presence  without  the  distractions  of 
civilization.  Team  members  went  home 
with  a  new  sense  of  how  faith  gets  tested 
sometimes  and  yet  God  is  always  pres- 
ent in  different  ways. 

The  group  learned  that  if  each  team 
member  kept  moving  forward  all  of 
them  would  reach  to  top  of  the  moun- 
tain and  see  all  the  glory  of  God. 

*  Rob  Caudle  served  as  Conference  Youth 
Committee  designated  observer,  Greenville 
District  (St  James  UMC-Tarboro)  youth 
staff-2006 Appalachian  Trail  Hike. 


"Harvesting  Peace"  theme  at 
School  of  Christian  Missions 
challenged  participants 


The  NC  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Missions  was  held  July  27-29 
at  Methodist  College,  Fayetteville. 

The  overall  theme  for  the  school, 
"Harvesting  Peace,"  challenged  partici- 
pants to  look  at  the  meaning  of  Peace 
for  each  of  person  as  members  of  a 
Global  Community. 

On  Thursday,  July  27,  70  students 
attended  classes  on  "India  and  Paki- 
stan" taught  by  Sandra  Croom,  Melba 
McCallum  and  Jacob  Dharmaraj. 

Dr.  Dharmaraj  was  born  in  India  and 
is  a  Methodist  Pastor  at  White  Plains 
UMC  in  New  York.  He  is  married  to 
Glory  Dharmaraj  who  is  a  staff  member 
of  the  Women's  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Missions.  Glory,  with 
the  help  of  Jacob,  wrote  the  study  guide 
for  this  mission  study. 

On  Friday,  July  28,  93  students  at- 
tended the  study  on  "Globalization 


and  It's  Impact  on  Our  Lives."  This 
study  was  led  by  Steve  Taylor,  Kathryn 
Self,  and  Brenda  Connelly.  Brenda  is  a 
home  missionary  currently  serving  as 
the  executive  secretary  for  Church  and 
Community  Ministries  in  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  Conference  Area  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Missions  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Saturday's  study,  "Shalom,  Salaam, 
Peace,"  was  taught  by  Dr.  Evelyn  Ful- 
more  and  Brenda  Brown.  The  "Youth 
Leader  Study"  was  led  by  Georgia  Pilk- 
ington. 

On  Friday  night,  Donna  Tate  of 
the  Methodist  Home  for  Children, 
and  Tom  Hroza,  program  manager  for 
MERCI,  joined  the  school  for  the  Mis- 
sion Workshop.  Flood  buckets,  school 
kits  and  health  kits  for  MERCI  were 
packed  from  items  donated  by  local 
UMW  units. 


Students  in  the  India  and  Pakistan  course  used  some  of  the  class  time  to  arrange 
statements  about  various  religions  into  specific  categories.  Shown  working  on  the 
project  are  (l-r  in  back)  Patsy  Sutton,  Mary  Hughley  Daniel,  and  Carmonlene  Andrews. 
In  the  group  to  the  right  are  (l-r)  Alphonso  and  Barbara  Logan,  James  Caviness,  and 
Jackie  Wemberg.  (NC  Conference  Photo  by  Bill  Norton) 


Thriving  rural  churches  program  begins  through  Duke  from  page  5 


Economics  and  social  constraints 
have  sapped  many  rural  churches  and 
communities,  and  creative  strategies 
are  needed  if  they  are  to  remain  vital, 
Jones  said. 

"We  need  a  variety  of  creative  strate- 
gies, including  a  rich  sense  of  worship 
and  its  connection  to  life  through  the 
week,  creative  approaches  to  evange- 
lism, as  well  as  developing  plans  for  mi- 
cro-economic development,  or  working 
across  ethnic  and  racial  divides  to  cul- 
tivate a  new  sense  of  community,  and 
creating  new  opportunities  for  minis- 
try," Jones  said. 

The  Rev.  Kwasi  Kena,  a  director  in 
the  Board  of  Discipleship's  evangelism 


office,  said  clergy  are  often  unfamiliar 
with  the  culture  of  rural  communities, 
and  seminaries  do  not  emphasize  prep- 
aration for  rural  church  ministry. 

Rural  and  small  churches  appear  "less 
glamorous"  and  limited  in  ministry  op- 
portunities to  some  clergy,  he  added. 

Solutions  require  the  cooperative  atten- 
tion of  religious,  civic,  and  governmental 
sectors,  Wallace  said. 

Other  partners 

Other  partners  in  the  Thriving  Rural 
Communities  effort  are: 

•  The  NC  and  Western  NC  con- 
ferences continue  work  begun  in 
2004  with  Duke  Divinity  School 


to  strengthen  their  understanding 
of  rural  churches  and  how  they  can 
support  leadership  development. 
Issues  to  be  addressed  include  the 
length  of  appointments  for  clergy 
in  rural  churches,  incentives  for 
pastors  to  serve  in  such  settings, 
and  overcoming  the  sense  of  iso- 
lation in  those  churches. 
•  Duke's  Caring  Communities  pro- 
gram will  manage  leadership  de- 
velopment projects  with  churches 
and  other  ministries.  Projects 
include  a  community  garden  in 
the  Cedar  Grove  area  of  Orange 
County  as  well  as  social  ministry 
and  community  outreach  efforts. 


In  addition,  ongoing  education  for 
rural  United  Methodist  clergy  will  be 
made  available  through  the  divinity 
school's  Courage  to  Serve  program. 

A  post-graduate  mentor  program  will 
be  developed  to  address  issues  that  arise 
during  the  first  five  years  away  from 
seminary — years  crucial  for  whether 
clergy  continue  in  ministry,  Jones  said. 

More  information  about  Thriv- 
ing Rural  Communities  is  available  by 
contacting  Jones  at  (919)  660-3434  or 
greg.jones@div.duke.edu. 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.  N 

(These  comments  were  written  Before  the 
fall  curriculum  was  available.  I  am  sorry 
if  this  means  I  have  repeated  ideas  from 
the  Adult  Bible  Studies  material.  If  it  gets 
repeated,  maybe  it  means  it  is  important! 
Belton) 

October  1,2006 

Text:  Judges  2:1 6-23 
"Seeking  Deliverance" 

In  these  days  of  the  televised  Judge 
Judy,  Judge  Wapner,  and  Judge  Larry 
Joe  of  "Texas  Justice,"  we  have  formed 
some  interesting  images  of  what  a  judge 
is  and  how  judges  ought  to  act.  (One 
wag  commented  that  if  Judge  Wapner 
had  been  in  charge  of  the  trial  of  Sad- 
dam Hussein,  the  trial  would  have  been 
over  in  fifteen  minutes  because  it  would 
have  had  to  be  completed  before  the 
commercial  break!) 

When  the  Old  Testament  uses  the 
word  "judge"  (as  in  this  week's  lesson), 
we  might  form  a  picture  of  a  man  or 
woman  sitting  behind  a  bench  and 
wearing  a  black  robe.  To  limit  ourselves 
to  that  view  would  miss  much  of  what 
shapat  means.  The  Old  Testament  judge 
did  more  than  decide  who  was  right  and 
who  was  wrong  in  legal  matters.  Those 
judges  carried  the  responsibilities  for  all 
elements  of  governing,  what  we  might 
call  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial. 

Why  would  God  "raise  up  judg- 
es" (Judges  2:16)?  The  establishment 
of  judges  among  the  Hebrew  people 
seems  to  be  a  clear  signal  that  God  in- 
tends God's  people  to  live  in  relation- 
ship with  one  another.  It  is  not  God's 
plan  that  we  live  in  the  kind  of  radi- 
cal individualism  that  shows  its  spirit  in 
our  own  day  (Judges  21:25).  The  ques- 
tion becomes  not  "What  is  good  for 
me?"  but  "what  is  good  for  us"?  (United 
Methodism  seeks  to  express  that  truth 
through  a  connectional  system  which 
ties  our  lives  together.) 

The  Book  of  Judges  is  considered 
one  of  the  historical  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  but  it  gives  a  theological  in- 
terpretation of  that  history.  The  writer 
of  Judges  is  aware  that  God  is  at  work 
in  human  history  (Judges  2:22-23,  for 
example).  Historically,  the  Hebrew  na- 
tion was  up  against  strong  foes  (2:21); 
theologically,  the  Hebrew  nation  was 
suffering  punishment  for  violating 
God's  covenant  (2:19-20). 

Not  too  many  of  us  consider  the 
Book  of  Judges  to  be  our  favorite  bibli- 


cal text.  There  are  stories  we  recognize 
(Samson  and  Delilah— chapter  16),  sto- 
ries that  surprise  us  (Gideon  and  the 
soldiers  who  lapped  waters  like  dogs- 
chapter  7),  and  music  that  celebrates 
(Deborah-chapter  5),  but  by  and  large 
these  are  pages  in  which  life  just  sort  of 
plods  along  and  the  names  of  the  char- 
acters are  not  very  familiar.  Through 
it  all,  God  is  faithful.  That's  not  a  bad 
word  when  life  just  sort  of  plods  along! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Carlo  Rovelli  (in  What  We  Believe 
But  Cannot  Prove,  Harper  Perennial) 
has  said:  "...I  also  believe  but  cannot 
prove  that  we  humans  have  the  collab- 
orative instinct... and  we  will  be  able  to 
share  the  world." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Judge  of  us  all,  we  come 
to  You..." 

October  8, 2006 

Text:  Judges  4:4-10, 12-16 
"Leadership  Counts!" 

In  the  patriarchal,  male-dominated 
society  in  which  much  of  the  Old  Tes- 
tament was  written,  it  is  refreshing  to 
meet  the  stories  of  women  employed  by 
God  to  work  out  God's  purposes:  Deb- 
orah, Ruth,  Naomi,  Rahab,  Jael,  Sarah, 
Haggar,  Leah,  Rebekah,  Miriam,  Han- 
nah, and  Esther,  among  others.  This 
week's  lesson  focuses  on  Deborah.,  Her 
name  means  "bee." 

She  is  judge  (Judges  4:5).  She  is  war- 
rior (Judges  4:6).  She  is  leader  (Judg- 
es 4:14).  She  is  spokesperson  for  God 
(Judges  4:4).  She  is  also  wife  and  soccer 
mom  (Judges  4:4)!  Deborah  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  figures  in  the  He- 
brew journey. 

If  there  were  ever  an  occasion  for 
someone  to  step  up  and  take  credit,  it 
might  well  be  Deborah  in  this  setting. 
But  note  how  often  she  gives  credit  to 
God!  In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Judges — 
verse  6  "The  Lord  commands...";  verse 
9  "The  Lord  will  sell...";  verse  14  "The 
Lord  has  given...";  verse  14  "The  Lord 
is  going  out  before  you...".  These  good 
things  that  happen  for  Israel  are  not  the 
works  of  faithful  people  going  it  alone; 
Deborah  is  clear;  it  is  not  she,  but  God 
who  leads.  It  is  the  activity  of  God  that 
brings  good.' 

In  this  recognition  of  God  at  work 
among  God's  people  comes  a  biblical 


view  of  the  theological  debate  about 
faith  and  works.  Faith  expresses  itself 
in  works  and  both  the  faith  and  the 
works  reflect  the  initiative  and  activity 
of  God.  The  Wesleyan  tradition  does 
not  separate  faith  and  works;  the  latter 
is  the  evidence  of  the  former.  It  is,  in 
theological  terms,  God  who  gives  both 
justification  and  sanctification. 

Deborah  knew  what  the  faithful  al- 
ways learn:  discipleship  is  not  a  solo 
sport.  She  calls  on  Barak  to  enter  into 
the  fray  (4:6).  She  calls  upon  the  tribes 
of  Naphtali  and  Zebulun  to  provide 
troops  to  the  battle  (4:6).  She  agrees  to 
go  with  Barak  for  the  military  action 
(4:8-10).  Note  that  over  and  again,  the 
struggle  is  a  community  effort.  Even 
the  great  Deborah  does  not  try  to  go 
alone.  And  again,  God's  people  meet 
the  truth:  God  chooses  to  work  God's 
amazing  grace  through  the  life  of  com- 
munity, through  life  lived  together. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

W.  T.  Grenfell,  noted  medical  mis- 
sionary to  Labrador,  tells  in  Famous 
Conversions  (Eerdmans)  that  the  com- 
munity recognizes  that  we  need  each 
other:  "When  first  I  visited  Labrador, 
there  was  no  lighthouse  on  its  rock- 
bound  coast,  so  a  friend  offered  both 
the  money  to  build  one,  and  the  salary 
of  a  keeper.  However,  the  Government 
warned  us  that  no  private  person  may 
own  a  lighthouse,  for  possibly  the  man 
might  let  its  light  go  out." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  Deborah,  God  of 
the  community,  now  I  open  my  heart  to 
the  tomorrow  You  would  give;  I  open 
myself  to  the  family  of  faith  who  gath- 
ers in  Your  name..." 

October  15, 2006 

Text:1  Samuel  7:3-13 
"Prayer  Makes  the  Difference" 

I  was  born  in  Wilmington  and  grew 
up  in  Faison,  Chadbourn,  Fairmont, 
and  Siler  City.  I  went  off  to  school  in 
Durham  and  in  Madison,  New  Jersey.  I 
got  married  in  Hopatcong,  New  Jersey. 
In  married  life,  I  have  lived  in  Madi- 
son, New  Jersey,  back  in  Wilmington, 
in  Bahama,  in  Raleigh,  in  Mebane,  in 
Durham,  back  in  Raleigh,  and  then 
in  retirement,  in  the  beautiful  roil- 
ing countryside  of  northern  Durham 
County.  Each  one  of  these  places  stirs 


its  own  brand  of  memory;  each  one  of 
these  places  bears  part  of  my  personal 
journey.  Place  is  important! 

In  this  week's  study  lesson,  Samuel 
marks  with  a  big  stone  a  place  where 
God  has  helped  the  Israelites  (1  Samuel 
7:12).  He  called  it  "Ebenezer"  (stone  of 
help).  Was  God  more  in  that  place  than 
in  another?  No.  Was  God  more  con- 
cerned about  the  Hebrew  nation  there 
than  anywhere  else?  No.  Had  God  ig- 
nored Israel  before  this  place  and  did 
God  forget  them  after  this  place?  No. 
But  Samuel  used  this  particular  place 
as  a  sign  and  mark  of  God's  support 
of  God's  people.  Place  becomes  sym- 
bol and  reality.  In  classic  philosophical 
terms,  a  symbol  participates  in  the  real- 
ity which  it  symbolizes. 

Why  does  the  sanctuary  space  of  a 
church  building  feel  "different"  from 
the  rest  of  the  building?  Why  do  we 
tend  to  bury  our  loved  ones  in  identifi- 
able locations  we  can  re-visit?  Why  is 
one  of  the  first  questions  we  ask  new- 
comers "Where  are  you  from?"  Why  do 
many  of  us  gravitate  toward  the  same 
seat  at  the  family  meal  table?  Why  is  Je- 
rusalem so  important  in  religious  story? 
Place!  Place!  One  of  the  meanings  of  the 
Incarnation,  the  birth  of  Jesus— God  in 
human  form,  is  that  God  came  to  dwell 
in  physical  space  and  gave  fresh  richness 
to  what  is  meant  by  holy  space. 

The  next  time  you  are  singing  "Here 
I  raise  mine  Ebenezer,"  think  of  all 
the  places  where  God  has  met  you  on 
your  journey  (1  Samuel  7:10).  Think 
of  all  the  times  God  has  answered  your 
prayers  (1  Samuel  7:9).  Think  of  all 
the  places  where  God  has  helped  you 
(1  Samuel  7:12).  And  know  that  those 
places  are  sacred  places. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  an  appendix  to  her  novel  The  Se- 
cret Life  of  Bees  (Penguin),  Sue  Monk 
Kidd  quotes  Eudora  Welty:  "People 
give  pain,  are  callous  and  insensitive, 
empty  and  cruel.. .but  place  heals  the 
hurt,  soothes  the  outrage,  fills  the  ter- 
rible vacuum  that  these  human  beings 
make"  and  then  explains  how  she  de- 
veloped the  story  line:  "It  struck  me 
clearly  that  I  needed  to  create  a  place 
that  would  do  that  for  Lily"  (her  main 
character). 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer,  "O  God  of  the  Ebenezer,  Who 

continued  on  page  15 
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Conference  Historical  Society 
and  Archives  and  History  host 
SEJ  meeting  at  Duke  Divinity 

By  Arthur  Warren  and  Para  Drake  * 


The  NC  Conference  Historical  So- 
ciety and  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History  hosted  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Histori- 
cal Society,  June  27-30  at  Duke  Divin- 
ity School  on  the  80th  Anniversary  of 
the  School. 

Mrs.  Thelma  Crowder,  president  of 
the  SEJ  Historical  Society,  welcomed 
the  80  registered  participants  who  came 
to  learn  about  the  ministry  of  Bishop 
Paul  Neff  Garber,  whose  17  years'  ser- 
vice marked  the  separation  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  from  the  Virginia 
Annual  Conference. 


William  K  Quick,  Richard  Heitzenrater,  and  Para  Drake 
at  the  Historical  Society  Meeting. 

"The  Garber  Era,"  February  1951 
to  July  1968,  featured  expansion  in 
the  areas  of  higher  education,  church 
growth,  youth  events,  and  lay  speak- 
ing ministries.  Keynote  speaker,  Dr. 
Richard  Heitzenrater  summarized  the 
life  of  Bishop  Garber,  noting  that  he 
lead  the  conference  during  a  period  of 
civil  unrest. 

The  building  of  two  new  colleges  in 
1956,  NC  Wesleyan  in  Rocky  Mount 
and  Methodist  in  Fayetteville,  and  the 
increase  in  support  of  Louisburg  Col- 
lege marked  the  expansion  of  higher 
education  under  Garber  s  leadership. 

The  expansion  of  membership 
through    new    congregations  came 


through  the  Ten  Dollar  Club  which 
continues  to  fund  new  church  starts. 

Dr.  William  Simpson,  Rocky  Mount 
District  superintendent,  spoke  of  the 
history  of  the  present  United  Methodist 
Building,  noting  the  strong  clergy  and 
lay  leadership  in  the  conference  when 
the  Bishop  resided  in  Richmond. 

Other  "building  ministries"  under 
Garber's  leadership  include  the  develop- 
ment of  Methodist  Retirement  Homes 
and  the  Camping  Ministries. 

Conference  Lay  Speaking  Ministry 
and  Lay  Witness  Missions  were  devel- 
oped as  well  as  the  "no  silent  pulpit" 
program  during  Lent.  Mrs.  Robbie 
Barrett  of  the  conference  ministerial  re- 
lations office,  shared 
about  her  experience 
with  the  Youth  Cara- 
van overseas  in  re- 
building areas  follow- 
ing World  War  II. 

Also  featured  was 
The    Rev.  Patricia 
Thompson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Histori- 
cal  Society   of  the 
United  Methodist 
Church  and  author 
of  the  book  Coura- 
geous Past,  Bold  Future  —  The  Jour- 
ney Toward  Full  Clergy  Rights  for 
Women    in    the    United  Methodist 
Church  who  spoke  about  the  strug- 
gle for  voice  and  vote  for  women  in 
ordained  ministry. 

The  Sixth  Historical  Convocation, 
Historical  Society  UMC  and  SEJ  His- 
torical Society  Annual  Meeting  will  cel- 
ebrate the  300th  Birthday  of  Charles 
Wesley  in  Washington,  D.C.,  July  20- 
22,  2007. 

*  Arthur  Warren  is  a  member  of  the  NC 
Conference  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History,  and  Para  Drake  is  president  of 
the  NC  Historical  Society. 


(L-R)  Professors  Lucier  and  Kaalund 
By  Ruth  Lucier  * 

The  NC  Conference  delegation  of 
the  United  Methodist  Women  arrived 
at  the  UMW  Assembly  in  Anaheim, 
California.  A  few  arrived  in  Anaheim 
even  earlier — as  representatives  at  a  Pre- 
Assembly  meeting  of  colleges  that  were 
founded  through,  or  with  the  help  of, 
the  UMW  or  its  historic  predecessors. 

Two  of  us  represented  Bennett  Col- 
lege, a  women's  college  historically 
founded  and  sustained  within  the  scope 
of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

Representatives  of  15  other  colleges 
supported  early  on  by  mission  work 
also  participated.  These  included  col- 
leges in  Brazil,  India,  Pakistan,  Korea, 
Japan  and  the  Philippines. 

Representatives  read  scholarly  pa- 
pers, sang  and  worshiped  and  prayed 
together,  and  vowed  together  that  with 
their  and  God's  help  the  good  mission 
work  of  these  schools  would  continue. 

We  then  moved  on  to  participate  in 
the  regular  assembly  sessions.  High- 
lights included  speeches  by  Casimira 
Rodriguez  Romero,  the  new  minister 
of  justice  for  Bolivia,  and  Christy  Tate 
Smith,  a  disaster  consultant  for  the  UM 
Committee  on  Relief. 


Reflections 
on  the  UMW 
Women's 
Assembly  2006 


Both  spoke  about  the  courage  it  takes 
to  empower  women  to  work  together  to 
meet  basic  human  needs. 

At  breaks  between  programs  the 
9,000  delegates  moved  through  a  huge 
common  space  that  housed  dozens  of 
mission  exhibits  and  a  long  rack  of  over 
3,000  prayer  shawls. 

The  shawls  were  handmade  by  indi- 
vidual UMW  members  to  be  given  to 
the  challenged,  the  sick,  and  the  needy, 
along  with  the  heartfelt  wishes  from  the 
donors  that  the  shawls  might  convey 
comfort  and  spiritual  peace. 

Those  taking  part  left  the  assembly 
venue  with  renewed  strength  for  reach- 
ing out  and  for  assisting  one  another  in 
carrying  out  the  mission-focused  work 
of  the  church. 

I  recall  the  ardent  words  of  a  gentle- 
man clergy  member  who  said,  "It  is  re- 
ally the  women  who  carry  the  load  of 
mission  outreach  work  in  our  churches. 
Without  the  dedication  of  the  women, 
it  wouldn't  happen." 

I  think  he's  right. 

*  Ruth  Lucier  is  a  lay  member  of  the  NC 
Annual  Conference  from  Bynum  UMC 
and  a  professor  at  Bennett  College  in 
Greensboro. 


UM  Mission  Board  issues  warning 
against  "Scam"  e-mail  solicitations 


United  Methodists  should  read  with 
caution  any  e-mails  claiming  to  solicit 
direct  contributions  for  denomination- 
al missionaries  or  mission  programs. 

Several  incidents  of  "scam"  e-mails 
asking  for  direct  donations  were  report- 
ed to  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min- 


Potentially  devastating  fire  lit  congregation's  spirit 


Fifty  years  ago,  on  July  28,  1956, 
lightning  struck  the  steeple  of  Eden- 
ton  Street  Methodist  Church  in  Ra- 
leigh, lighting  a  fire  that  destroyed 
the  sanctuary  but  not  a  congrega- 
tion's spirit.  On  Sept.  10,  Edenton 
Street  members  will  gather  to  remem- 
ber how  this  potentially  devastating 
event  resulted  in  a  magnificent  edifice 
dedicated  through  its  3800  members 
to  "serving  Christ  from  the  heart  of 
Raleigh."  A  book,  Sanctuary,  is  avail- 
able telling  the  story  of  the  fire,  the 
rebuilding,  and  the  sanctuary  today. 


The  photo  on  the  left  shows  the  burned  building  at  Edenton  Street  UMC  in  1 956. 
On  the  right  is  a  photo  was  taken  during  construction  of  the  new  steeple. 


istries  in  early  July.  Some  of  the  emails 
originated  in  Nigeria. 

"The  General  Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries does  not  solicit  gifts  via  e-mail," 
said  Deborah  Bass,  deputy  general  sec- 
retary for  administration  of  the  interna- 
tional mission  agency. 

Designated  support  for  missionar- 
ies and  mission  projects  are  channeled 
through  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  and  each  has  a  distinct 
number. 

Some  of  the  scam  messages  have  con- 
tained typical  United  Methodist  terms, 
such  as  "covenant  relationships"  in  ref- 
erence to  missionaries,  and  "UMCOR," 
the  relief  unit  of  the  mission  board. 

Persons  receiving  such  scam  e-mails 
should  contact  the  agency  at  info@ 
gbgm-umc.org. 

There  are  various  safe  ways  to  make 
contributions  to  missionaries  and 
mission  projects.  More  information 
about  making  donations  can  be  found 
online  at  http://gbgm-umc.org  under 
the  menu  bar  "How  to  Give." 
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Donations  from  21  "partner  churches"  feed 
hungry  through  work  of  Society  of  St.  Andrew 


By  Carol  A.  Breitinger  * 

In  the  NC  Conference,  2 1  congrega- 
tions partnered  with  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  (SoSA)  to  feed  the  hungry  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  2006. 

The  donations  from  these  churches 
were  combined  with  those  of  184  other 
UM  "Partner  Churches"  across  the  con- 
nection for  a  total  of  $224,178. 

This  amount  provided  nearly  four 
million  pounds  of  fresh,  nutritious  food 
that  would  have  gone  to  waste  but  was 
salvaged  from  growers  and  donated  to 
food  banks  and  service  agencies  nation- 
wide. This  is  about  30%  of  the  food 
SoSA  has  saved  and  distributed  to  the 
hungry  from  January  through  June. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  (SoSA)  is 
an  Advance  Special  of  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  (#801600)  and  a  national 
nonprofit  hunger-relief  ministry. 

Its  major  programs  for  gleaning 
America's  fields  and  feeding  America's 
hungry  are  the  Gleaning  Network,  the 


Potato  Project,  Harvest  of  Hope,  and 
the  Hunger  Relief  Advocate  Initiative. 

With  the  help  of  as  many  as  40,000 
volunteers  each  year,  SoSA  is  able  to 
glean  30-40  million  pounds  of  fresh 
produce  that  otherwise  would  have  rot- 
ted in  fields  or  landfills.  All  food  is  do- 
nated, but  SoSA  must  pay  for  bagging 
and  transportation  to  the  hungry. 

Partner  Churches'  financial  sup- 
port of  SoSA's  ministry  helps  glean 
even  more  food,  educates  people  about 
the  causes  and  effects  of  hunger  in 
the  nation  and  world,  and  enables 
SoSA  to  reach  out  in  loving  kindness  to 
a  world  hungry  for  food  and  the  gospel. 

Churches  are  recognized  as  "Part- 
ners" for  donations  of  $500  and  more 
to  the  hunger-relief  ministry. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  has  issued 
certificates  of  recognition  and  gratitude 
to  the  following  churches  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  for  their  Partner 
Church  level  support  during  the  first 
half  of  2006: 


Evangelism  holds  2006  Academy  of 
Christian  Witness  at  Bergland  Center 


The  fourth  annual  Academy  of  Chris- 
tian Witness  (ACW)  was  held  March 
21-23  at  the  Bergland  Retreat  Center, 
at  Camp  Rockfish  near  Parkton. 

This  year's  workshops  included:  nat- 
ural church  development;  worship  as 
evangelism;  pastoral  leadership  in  evan- 
gelism; the  personal  spirituality  of  the 
pastor  evangelist;  evangelism  and  lo- 
cal mission;  personal  faith  sharing;  and 
witnessing  to  post  moderns. 

"In  response  to  the 
Great  Commission,  the 
North  Carolina  Con- 
ference Commission  on 
Evangelism  established 
the  Academy,"  said  the 
Rev.  Tim  Reaves,  dean  of 
the  2006  academy.  "The 
goal  of  the  ACW  is  to 
meet  annually  to  men- 
tor and  equip  pastors 
from  each  conference 
district,  upon  nomina- 


"I  have  attended 
many  evangelism 
events,  but  this 
was  by  far 
the  greatest 
single  event 
I've  attended 
in  30  years 
of  ministry." 


tion  by  their  district  superintendent  of 
the  Commission  on  Evangelism." 

ACW  received  positive  reviews:  One 
participant  called  it  "a  wonderful,  up- 
lifting, practical,  hit-the-road  experi- 
ence!" Another  participant  said  he  was 
inspired  and  energized  by  the  event  and 
found  something  helpful  in  every  ses- 
sion. Another  participant  said,  "I  have 
attended  many  evangelism  events,  but 
this  was  by  far  the  greatest  single  event 
I've  attended  in  30  years  of  ministry." 

Presenters  during  the  2006  academy 
,    included:  Marty  Cauley,  former  dean 


of  ACW  and  director  of  SEJ  Ministries 
with  Young  People;  Vic  Culberson,  pas- 
tor of  Moyock;  Vann  Spivey,  pastor  of 
Christ  Community;  Tim  Reaves,  acad- 
emy dean,  former  Denman  Award  win- 
ner, and  pastor  of  the  Bladen  Charge; 
Laura  Early,  pastor  of  All  God's  Chil- 
dren; David  Beck,  pastor  of  Hertford; 
Ray  Warren,  pastor  of  Orange;  Branson 
Sheets,  senior  pastor  of  Covenant  in 
Winterville;  and  Terry  Williams,  pastor 
1  of  Plymouth.  Bible  Study 
was  led  by  Linda  Harris, 
pastor  of  Cokesbury  and 
Jenkins  Memorial  in  Ra- 
leigh. 

In  addition,  the  Rev- 
erend Eckie  Lancaster, 
the  Southeastern  Juris- 
diction's representative 
to  the  United  Methodist 
Council  on  Evangelism, 
was  the  keynote  speaker 
at  the  Denman  Award 
Banquet,  held  during  ACW.  Music  for 
the  event  was  provided  Toni  Wood  of 
Newland  and  Rev.  Tim  Reaves. 

All  ACW  participants  received 
evangelism  and  leadership  resources, 
including  books  by  Eddie  Fox,  Kirby- 
jon  Caldwell,  Erwin  McManus,  and 
Steve  Sjogren. 

Clergy  interested  in  participating 
in  the  2007  academy  should 
notify  their  district  superintendent  by 
November  2006  or  contact  Tim  Reaves 
at  910-866-5632  or  email  to  treaves@ 
intrstar.net.  . 


•  St.  Andrew  Partners  ($500):  Asbury 
in  Raleigh,  Calvary  in  Durham,  Fair 
Haven  in  Avon,  First  in  Siler  City, 
Hillsborough  in  Hillsborough,  Mt. 
Olivet  in  Manteo,  North  Raleigh 
in  Raleigh,  St.  Luke  in  Laurinburg, 
University  in  Chapel  Hill,  and  Zion 
in  Norlina. 

•  One  Mile  Partners  ($850):  Millbrook 
in  Raleigh,  St.  Luke  in  Sanford,  and 
Wake  Forest  in  Wake  Forest. 

•  Change  the  World  Partners  ($1 ,000): 
Edenton  Street  in  Raleigh,  Hayes 
Barton  in  Raleigh,  Pine  Valley  in 
Wilmington,  Swansboro  in  Swans- 
boro,  and  White  Plains  in  Cary. 

•  Extra  Mile  Partners  ($1,700):  Duke 
Chapel  in  Durham,  First  in  Cary, 
and  Mt.  Sylvan  in  Durham. 
Churches  throughout  the  connec- 
tion are  encouraged  to  participate  with 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

For  more  information  about  SoSA 
and  its  Partner  Churches  program, 
contact  the  national  office  at  800-333- 
4597,  email  at  church@endhunger.org, 
online  at  www.endhunger.org,  or  by 
mail  at  3383  Sweet  Hollow  Road,  Big 
Island,  VA  24526. 

•  Carol  Breitinger  is  communications  di- 
rector at  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  in  Big 
Island,  Va. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HUMAN  RESOURCE  DIRECTOR  - 

Develop,  implement  and  evaluate  a 
comprehensive  Human  Resources 
program  for  a  non-profit  mental 
health  agency.  Includes  establish- 
ing employer/employee  relations 
policies;  directing  the  selection, 
training,  &  evaluation  of  employees; 
administering  benefits,  developing 
wage  and  salary  schedules,  etc.  Re- 
quires Bachelor  degree  in  a  related 
area  &  at  least  5  years  of  HR  mgt. 
experience.  Prefer  PHR  Certification. 
Supervisory  experience  &  skills  in 
the  use  of  computers  and  a  variety 
of  related  software  required.  Submit 
letter  of  interest  &  resume  to:  CEO, 
The  Children's  Home,  1001  Reynolda 
Road,  Winston-Salem,  NC  27104  EOE 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  eff.  apt.  No 
steps!  Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3 
nite     min.     Call  828-456-5183. 


BIRTHS 


Ben  (RA:  St.  Marks)  and 
Anna  Williams  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son, 
David  Stuart  Williams, 
born  August  5. 


STEPHENSON,  Hazel  Cline, 
widow  of  the  Rev.  M.  0. 
Stephenson  died  April  16 
in  Washington,  NC. 
A  private  service  was  held 
April  1 8  in  Rocky  Mount. 

DODSON,  Jerry  (BU: 
Davis  Street)  died  July 
21 .  A  service  was  held  at 
Hebron  UMC  in  Mebane 
on  July  23. 

DUNN,  Clyde  (RA:  retired) 
died  July  22.  A  Memorial 
Service  was  held  July  25 
at  Asbury  United  Method- 
ist Church  in  Raleigh. 

HAYES,  Barbara,  wife  of 
Jim  Hayes  (NB:  Riverdale), 
died  July  27.  A  Service  of 
Death  and  Resurrection 
was  held  July  30  at  River- 
dale  UMC. 

LITTLE,  Brooks  Bivens 
(DU:  retired  elder)  died 
August  7  in  Knoxville,TN. 
A  memorial  service  was 
held  August  12. 

MUSSER,  Hattie,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Ben  Musser  (RM: 
Retired)  died  August  12. 
A  graveside  service  was 
held  on  August  15  in 
Elm  City. 


Let 's  Journey  To... 

Jordan/Israel/Palestine 
Feb  11  -  20, 2007 

'Women  Rooted  in  Faith"  is  a  unique 
pilgrimage  which  will  focus  on  the 
Women  of  the  Bible  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  professional  Biblical 
storyteller.  Space  is  limited  ~  Call 
today  for  more  information. 


Alpha  Christian  TourS.  inc. 

621  Macon  Pl.x  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714*  919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 
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October  adult  Bible  Study  continued  from  page  12 


has  reached  across  our  times  and  spaces 
and  filled  us  with  Your  timeless,  limit- 
less Presence,  we  are  grateful  for  those 
Emmanuel-God  with  us-places.  Make 
more  sensitive  our  hearts  for  hearing; 
make  more  open  our  eyes  for  seeing; 
make  more  ready  our  lives  for  touching; 
make  more  faithful  our  lips  for  speak- 
ing, in  all  those  places  where  You  are 
our  Help..." 

October  22, 2006 

Text:  2  Samuel  7:8-17 

"A  Promise  You  Can  Trust" 

How  interesting!  David  wants  to  do 
something  wonderful  to  honor  God  but 
God  says  "No!"  David  wants  to  build  a 
beautiful  temple.  After  all,  David  lives 
in  a  cedar  mansion  (2  Samuel  7:2)  and 
he  wants  God  to  have  something  just  as 
nice.  Sounds  like  a  plan.  Sounds  like  a 
good  plan,  bur  God  says  "No"  (2  Sam- 
uel 7:4).  If  I  were  God— now  there  is  a 
scary  thought!-Fd  appreciate  this  gen- 
erous act  on  the  part  of  David.  But  God 
has  a  different  plan. 

This  portion  of  chapter  seven  of  2 
Samuel  is  headed  "God's  Covenant 
with  David."  But  read  these  verses  and 
see  how  many  times  David  has  any- 
thing to  say  about  the  covenant!  A  cov- 
enant with  God  is  not  negotiated:  "I'll 
do  this  for  you  if  you'll  be  this  for  me." 
Nothing  here  of  "I'll  buy  the  car  if  you 
will  throw  in  the  floor  mats  for  free." 
God  names  the  terms. 

Many  of  life's  struggles  occur  because 
we  want  to  set  the  boundaries  for  how 
God  is  to  work  in  our  lives.  In  this  text, 


it  is  clear  who  is  in  charge  of  things!  Na- 
than, who  is  God's  messenger  in  this  ac- 
count (2  Samuel  7:4-5),  did  not  think 
up  these  things  to  tell  David.  2  Samuel 
7:17  reports  that  Nathan  saw  God's  cov- 
enant plan  for  David  in  a  vision.  There 
are  two  words  in  Hebrew  which  are  pri- 
marily translated  as  "vision."  One  word 
means  vision  as  in  eyesight.  The  other 
word  means  vision  as  in  revelation.  In 
this  week's  lesson,  it  is  this  second  word 
which  is  used  for  vision.  This  is  not  hu- 
man eyesight;  it  is  divine  revelation. 
That's  the  way  God  does  covenant! 

The  good  news  in  God's  covenant 
with  David  is  that  it  is  in  the  fu- 
ture tense  (7:9-16).  These  promises 
are  about  the  future.  What  a  gift  it  is 
to  know  that  after  we  have  come  and 
gone,  God  will  still  be  here  to  keep  the 
promises!  What  a  gift  it  is  to  know  that 
God's  grace  is  not  limited  by  the  bor- 
ders of  time!  What  a  gift  it  is  to  know 
that  God's  promises  contain  words  like 
"forever"  (7:13,  16)! 

The  story  will  continue  in  next  week's 
lesson  about  Solomon.  Isn't  that  the 
way  it  is  with  God's  covenant?  It  isn't 
just  about  me  but  is  about  the  whole 
family  of  God,  those  who  came  before 
(7:8,  11)  and  those  who  come  afterward 
(7:12).  No  wonder  we  sing  "There's  a 
wideness  in  God's  mercy!" 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Wolfhart  Pannenberg  (The  Idea  of 
God  and  Human  Freedom,  Westmin- 
ster) wrote:  "Thus  the  eschatalogical 
(last  things)  conceptions  of  Jewish  tra- 
dition do  not  anticipate,  in  the  final 
events  to  which  they  look  forward,  a  re- 


conference 

CALENDAR 


September  2006 

1         Christian  Education  Month 
4         Labor  Day  (UMB  closed) 
9         "Not  Getting  By"  Workshop 

9  Conference  UMW  Executive 
Committee  Meeting; 
Whitley  Memorial  UMC, 
Smithfield;  9:30am 

10  Legacy  Building  Sunday 
(observed  as  conference  day 
for  interpretation  &  emphasis) 

15-17  Mother  Child  Retreats 

(Camps  Chestnut  Ridge 

&  Don  Lee) 
1 7       UM  Volunteers  in  Mission 

Awareness  Sunday 
28-29  2006  Duke  Probationer's 

Seminar 
30       UMM  Duke  Day 

Visit  www.nccumc.org  and  click 
on  "Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the 
page  for  more  information 


October  2006 

Hispanic  Heritage  Month 
and  Children's  Sabbath  (DATE  TBA) 


1 


1-6 
14 

15 

17 

27 


28 


28 


World  Communion 

Sunday  (to  be  observed 

w/  special  offering  as  directed 

by  the  General  Conference) 

Wellspring's  Five  Day  Academy 

Conference  UMW  Annual 

Meeting 

Laity  Sunday 

Bishop's  Day  Apart, 

location  TBA 

Safe  Sanctuaries  Follow-up 

Workshop  with 

Joy  Melton,  Garner  UMC 

Safe  Sanctuaries  Follow-up 

Workshop,  Queen  Street 

UMC,  Kinston 

UMM  Conference  Rally, 

10  am-2  pm, 

St.  Paul  in  Goldsboro 


turn  to  the  first  things  (but)  they  look 
for  something  hitherto  unexampled 
which  is  still  to  come." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  Promise,  God  of 
Covenant,  open  our  lives  to  the  tomor- 
row You  will  give  us.  Open  our  hearts  to 
the  community  You  will  create.  Open 
our  doing  to  be  a  channel  of  what  You 
will  do..." 

October  29, 2006 

Text:1  Kings  3:3-14 
"God  Answers  Prayer" 

Today  is  the  feast  day  of  Saint  Col- 
man  Macduagh.  Who?  Most  of  us  in 
the  United  Methodist  tradition  don't 
know  about  this  sixth-seventh  century 
bishop  from  Ireland.  The  first  notable 
thing  about  Saint  Colman  was  that  he 
ran  and  hid  in  a  cave  when  he  was  elect- 
ed a  bishop.  He  did  not  think  he  was 
ready  to  serve.  (I  am  resisting  any  temp- 
tation to  comment  on  the  likelihood  of 
finding  would-be  United  Methodist 
bishops  hiding  in  a  cave!) 

This  account  no  doubt  emerged  as 
people  began  to  remember  and  cele- 
brate how  Bishop  Colman  Macduagh 
wanted  to  be  prepared  for  the  sacred 
task  of  leading  the  Church.  In  today's 
lesson,  Solomon  prays  for  discernment 
that  he  might  lead  the  people  (1  Kings 
3:9)  and  prays  that  he  might  discern 
good  from  evil.  God  granted  these  re- 
quests (1  Kings  3:12). 

What  pleased  God  so  much,  as  Solo- 
mon prayed,  was  the  fact  that  the  king 
had  a  "get  out  of  jail  free"  card;  he  could 
have  asked  for  anything  at  all  (1  Kings 
3:5).  God  was  delighted  that  Solomon 
wanted  only  to  be  the  best  king  he 


could  be.  There  is  no  request  for  honor; 
there  is  no  request  for  power;  there  is 
no  request  for  wealth.  The  only  prayer 
is  one  that  he  be  able  to  govern  all  the 
people  wisely. 

How  are  we  to  handle  it  when  we 
seemed  called  to  a  task  (to  a  relation- 
ship?) which  is  difficult?  How  are  we  to 
handle  it  when  life's  journey  sometimes 
seems  to  call  for  us  to  travel  without  a 
map?  How  are  we  to  handle  it  when  the 
decisions  before  us  seem  massive? 

There  is  a  clue  in  the  Hebrew  word 
shama  which  is  translated  in  Solomon's 
prayer  in  1  Kings  3:9  as  "understand- 
ing." This  word  comes  from  a  root 
which  means  "to  obey."  When  Solomon 
prays  for  an  "understanding  mind,"  he 
is  asking  for  both  clarity  and  strength  to 
obey.  It  sounds  like  our  Savior's  prayer 
in  the  Garden  (Mark  14:36). 

Our  stories  may  not  seem  as  dramat- 
ic as  Saint  Colman's;  our  situations  may 
not  have  the  trappings  of  power  which 
surround  Solomon;  but  our  prayer  is 
the  same:  for  clarity  and  for  obedience. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Arthur  Gafke  (Leading  Within  the 
Fissures,  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Ministry)  has  written:  "The 
ones  who  prays  individually  name 
the  truth  as  they  understand  it  before 
God.  Prayer  always  conveys  truth, 
not  illusion,  about  life  together  in  the 
church." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  all  generations, 
You  have  heard  the  prayers  of  Your  peo- 
ple and  we  are  grateful.  You  have  invit- 
ed us  to  ask  in  Your  name,  so  now  we 
bring  this  prayer  to  You..." 
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Five  churches  from  three  conferences  take  VBS  to  Guatemala 


By  Suzanne  C.  Cobb  * 

Centenary  UMC  in  Smithfield,  Shi- 
loh  UMC  in  Bunn,  Edenton  Street 
UMC  in  Raleigh,  Bethel  UMC  in 
Salisbury  (Western  NC  Conference), 
and  Faith  UMC  in  Knoxbille  (Holston 
Conference)  joined  together  to  travel  to 
Quetzaltenango,  Guatemala  to  be  the 
hands  and  feet  of  Jesus. 

Jay  Locklear  and  Suzanne  Cobb  led 
this  United  Methodist  Volunteer  in  Mis- 
sion team  (UMVIM)  of  10  youth,  two 
college  students  and  five  other  adults  to 
La  Peniel,  the  Methodist  Church  in  the 
district  called  La  Esperanza. 

A  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  for 
the  children  ages  four  to  10.  Over  80 
children  gathered  in  the  name  of  Jesus 


for  this  event. 

Supplies  and  curriculum  were  pro- 
vided for  the  leaders  of  the  local  church, 
and  the  missionaries  from  the  United 
States  were  the  assistants. 

A  favorite  time  of  the  day  was  when 
the  children's  handbells  were  given  out 
and  the  wonderful  sound  of  "Jesus 
Loves  Me"  rang  out  of  the  sanctuary 
windows  and  doors. 

One  of  the  visitors  present  said  "a 
sweet,  sweet  spirit  could  be  heard  com- 
ing from  that  place  of  worship." 

In  the  evening,  a  music  camp  pro- 
vided new  experiences  for  youth  of  the 
church  in  La  Esperanza.  Close  to  30 
youth  from  the  area  joined  the  1 0  UM- 
VIM youth  for  a  time  of  sharing  of  mu- 
sical instruments,  songs  and  worship. 


LEFT: 


Songs  were  sung  together  in  Spanish 
and  English.  The  UMVIM  members 
said  the  Holy  Spirit  was  felt  by  all  in 
the  sanctuary. 

A  very  special  event  ended  the  time 
together  at  La  Peniel.  One  of  the  youth 
from  Bethel  UMC  asked  to  be  baptized 
on  the  last  night. 

The  Rev. 
Sherri  Barnes 
and  Pastor  Her- 
man from  La 
Peniel  served 
together  as  this 
youth  was  bap- 
tized into  the 
Christian  fam- 
ily that  had  gath- 
ered. 


This  was  just  one  of  the  many  bless- 
ings witnessed  during  the  time  the 
joint  team  of  volunteers  were  together 
in  Guatemala. 

*  The  Rev.  Suzanne  Cobb  is  pastor 
ofShiloh  UMC. 


UMCOR 
needs  funds  for 
Mid-East  aid 

(UMNS)  —  The  United  Meth- 
odist Committee  on  Relief  issued 
an  appeal  for  funds  to  assist  civilians 
caught  in  the  Middle  East  conflict. 

"Our  funds  for  Middle  East 
emergencies  are  painfully  low,"  said 
the  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  UMCOR's 
chief  executive. 

UMCOR  has  has  several  part- 
ners with  which  it  can  work  in  Leb- 
anon, Gaza,  and  the  West  Bank.  In 
Israel,  the  agency  relies  on  United 
Methodist  missionaries  to  identify 
clinics  and  facilities  in  need. 

One  hundred  percent  of  the 
contribution  goes  to  the  Advance 
ministry  indicated. 

Donation  Options: 

Place  checks  in  church  collection 
plates  or  mail  to:  UMCOR,  Ad- 
vance #601740,  P.O.  Box  9068, 
New  York,  NY  10087-9068. 

Call  (800)  554-8583  for  credit  card 
donations. 

Visit  http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/ 
donations/donate_select_project. 
cfm  and  enter  project  #  601740 
to  make  a  secure  online  donation. 


Jay  Locklear  and  youth  team 
members  enjoy  teaching 
the  music,  words  and  motions 
to  'Waves  of  Mercy'  to  the 
youth  of  Guatemala. 


RIGHT: 


The  children  of  Guatemala 
enjoyed  the  hats,  stickers 
and  crafts...  but  most  of  all 
they  enjoyed  the  hugs  and  smiles 
that  the  team  had  to  share. 


Swansboro  youth  group  shows  Christian 
community  in  action  through  service  project 


Ernest  and  Luther  lived  in  a  turn  of 
the  century  homemade  home  on  the 
side  of  a  rural  West  Virginia  mountain- 
side. At  ages  70  and  80,  the  younger 
had  cared  for  the  elder  until  he,  himself, 
needed  to  be  hospitalized.  Since  their 
home  had  no  running  water  or  electric- 
ity, they  were  unable  to  return  to  it  once 
rehab  was  complete. 


Whether  in  eastern  North  Carolina 
or  the  Appalachian  Mountains,  com- 
munities rally  around  their  own  in  time 
of  need.  The  local  community  pur- 
chased a  mobile  home  that  needed  re- 
building from  the  inside  out  and  with 
the  assistance  of  youth  work  teams  and 
adult  leaders  from  around  the  country, 
the  work  began. 


Youth  and  adults  from  Swansboro  UMC  build  a  porch  for  a  family  in  West  Virginia  as 
part  of  the  Appalachia  Service  Project. 


One  of  the  youth  work  teams  was 
from  Swansboro  United  Methodist 
Church.  During  the  week,  the  living 
room  and  kitchen  floors  were  replaced, 
the  bathroom  and  kitchen  plumbed, 
the  electric  panel  rewired,  and  stairs  for 
the  front  entry  built. 

A  second  group  served  a  four-genera- 
tion family  whose  primary  breadwinner 
was  undergoing  cancer  treatments.  This 
team  replaced  a  crumbling,  unsafe  con- 
crete front  porch  with  a  wood  deck  and 
built  new  basement  flooring  to  solve 
water  and  mold  problems. 

Flooring  and  walls  were  replaced  in 
the  mobile  home  of  a  woman  and  her 
grandson.  They  had  been  forced  to  live 
with  relatives  for  three  years  because  of 
the  poor  condition  of  her  dwelling. 

The  teams  from  Swansboro  shared 
living  quarters  in  the  Summers  County 
Middle  School  gym  with  a  group  from 
Davidsonville  UMC  from  Maryland. 
Special  events  during  the  week  included 
a  community  picnic  held  at  Bluestone 
State  Park  and  a  visit  to  the  railroad  tun- 
nel dug  by  the  legendary  John  Henry. 

This  is  the  fourth  summer  the  Swans- 
boro youth  group  has  participated  in 
the  Appalachia  Service  Project.  For 
more  information  about  the  Appala- 
chia Service  Project.,  go  to  http://www. 
asphome.org. 
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MISSION   AND   SERVICE   COMMITMENTS  LETTER 


Friends, 

Greetings  to  you  in  the  name  of  the  one  who  is  alive  evermore,  our  Lord  Jesus  the 
Christ!  How  blessed  we  are  by  the  Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit! 

Like  you,  I  am  grateful  that  our  God  is  not  silent  regarding  the  matters  of  the  heart 
and  the  lifestyle  of  his  children.  For  example,  in  the  parable  of  the  landowner  (Matt. 
20: 1  - 1 6),  we  learn  that  God  is  the  owner  of  all  things  and  we  are  God's  managers.  We, 
individually  and  as  congregations,  are  stewards  and  managers  of  God's  resources.  So  we 
see  that  stewardship  is  not  fund-raising  but  it  is  the  management  of  time,  talent  and 
resources  for  the  glory  of  God. 

That  is  what  this  report  is  about.  It  is  a  report  of  how  we,  as  a  connectional  family 
intend  to  manage  God's  resources  for  God's  glory.  We  desire  every  dollar  of  this  budget  to  bring  glory  to  God.  Here  in  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  we  hunger  to  join  God  in  what  he  is  already  doing  and  blessing  in  this  state,  country 
and  world.  So  our  leaders,  who  organized  and  recommended  this  budget,  prayerfully  sought  to  be  tools  in  God's  hands 
and  to  do  what  would  be  pleasing  to  God.  When  this  budget  was  adopted  by  lay  and  clergy  members  from  every  local 
congregation  in  our  Annual  Conference,  they  did  so  with  the  hope  and  conviction  that  every  single  dollar  was  needed  and 
would  be  used  wisely  in  Kingdom  work.  After  all,  these  monies  belong  to  God  and  we  are  stewards  and  managers!  We  are 
blessed  so  that  we  can  be  a  blessing! 

We  believe  that  we  are  being  raised  up  by  God  to  do  a  great  work  for  God  -  a  work  of  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  for  the  transformation  of  the  world.  We  are  focused  on  Seven  Pathways  as  we  live  out  this  calling: 

1 .  Transforming  existing  congregations. 

2.  Developing  new  congregations. 

3.  Teaching  the  Wesleyan  model  of  forming  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ. 

4.  Strengthening  clergy  and  lay  leadership 

5.  Reaching  and  transforming  the  lives  of  new  generations  of  children. 

6.  Eliminating  poverty  in  community  with  the  poor. 

7.  Expanding  our  Hispanic/Latino  ministries. 

And  we  will  do  that  on  the  two  strong  legs  of  Effective  Clergy  leadership  and  Healthy  Congregations.  This  is  the  work  to 
which  God  calls  us  as  a  people  called  United  Methodists! 

May  we  rejoice  for  the  privilege  of  being  managers  and  stewards!  May  we  rejoice  for  the  marvelous  opportunity  of 
joining  God  in  his  work  in  this  world!  May  we  rejoice  for  the  rich  blessing  of  being  in  connection  with  other  congregations 
so  that  the  whole,  which  is  intended  to  bring  glory  to  God,  is  greater  even  than  the  sum  of  its  parts! 

Our  goal  and  dream  is  that  every  single  congregation  will  be  found  faithful  as  they  share  1 00%  in  this  work  to  glorify  God! 

Grace  and  Peace  to  You! 


Bishop  Al  Gwinn 


The  conference  wishes  to  express 

Of"*-  UooM. 

|_The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church'' 

J 

OUR    DEEPEST    APPRECIATION    TO  ALL 

CHURCH    MEMBERS    FOR    YOUR  SUPPORT 

-• 

of  the  Connectional  Ministries. 
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YOUR  LOCAL  CHURCH  PORTION  79.01% 

32.37%  Local  Church  Programs,  Operating  Expenses,  and  Benevolences:  These  funds  are  expended  for  operational  needs  such 
as  utilities,  building  maintenance,  salaries  and  benefits,  office  supplies,  local  programs  such  as  Sunday  Schools  and  youth  activities, 
and  local  benevolences. 

25.38%  Local  Pastor(s)  Salaries  and  Benefits:  This  item  reflects  the  compensation  paid  to  the  local  church's  pastor  or  pastors  in 
the  form  of  salary,  travel,  utilities,  and  continuing  education  allowances.  It  also  represents  the  church's  portion  of  pension 
payments  on  behalf  of  its  pastor(s)  and  supplemental  benefits  for  items  such  as  hospitalization  and  life  insurance. 

2/. 25%  Local  Building  and  Debt  Retirement:  This  represents  capital  improvements,  mortgages,  and  debt  retirements  related  to 
local  church  buildings  and  property.  Building  programs  and  other  capital  investments  unique  to  each  church  is  not  included  in 
calculating  conference  apportionments. 


WORLD  SERVICE 
&  CONNECTIONAL 
MINISTRIES 

9.49% 


OTHER 

APPORTIONMENTS 

0.53% 


PAST  SERVICE 
LIABIILTY 

1.91% 


SECOND  MILE 
GIVING 

9.06% 


TOTAL  LOCAL 
CHURCH  EXPENSES 

79.01% 


BASED  ON  GRAND  TOTAL  OF  ALL  EXPENDITURES  AS  REPORTED  ON  THE  2005  TABLE  II 
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The  Apportionment  for  each  year  shall  be  based  on  the  average  of  the  total  monies  disbursed  by  each  church  in  the  four  years 
immediately  prior  to  the  apportionment  year,  less  the  approved  exclusions  each  year,  or  on  the  most  recent  year  less  the 
approved  exclusions,  whichever  is  lower.  The  change  in  unadjusted  apportionments  from  the  previous  year  shall  not  increase  or 
decrease  in  excess  of  1 5%. 

The  exclusions  are:  Payments  on  World  Service  and  Connectional  Ministries,  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions, 
Episcopal  Fund  and  all  other  apportionments;  district  work  fund;  principal  and  interest  on  indebtedness;  buildings  and 
improvements;  50%  of  property  insurance;  local  benevolences  paid  directly  by  the  church;  General  and  Conference 
Advance  Specials;  Ten  Dollar  Club;  up  to  $4,500  for  travel  paid  by  a  charge  for  each  pastor;  United  Methodist  Student 
Day;  Human  Relations  Day;  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday;  Native  American  Awareness  Sunday;  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing;  World  Communion  Sunday;  UMW  Funds  sent  to  district  and  conference  treasurer;  housing  allowance  paid  in 
lieu  of  furnished  parsonage  to  a  minister  serving  under  Episcopal  appointment  in  a  charge  of  the  conference;  offerings 
taken  for  disasters  as  designated  by  the  Disaster  Response  Committee  and  the  Resident  Bishop. 

In  2005,  8 1 6  churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  with  a  total  membership  of  236,635,  spent 

$  1 58,239,0 1 8  for  all  causes.  This  translates  to  $668.7 1  per  member.  Based  on  these  disbursements,  the  2008 

Budget  (which  is  funded  by  2007  apportionments)  are  as  follows: 

2008  North  Carolina  Conference  Budget  To  Be  Raised  in  2007 


Administration 

6.55%  Program  Staffing  General  Church 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CON 

FERENCE 

2008  BUDGET  DISTRIBUTION 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

50.31% 

18.85% 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

30.06% 

0.78% 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

MISSION  AND  SERVICE  NEEDS  TO  BE  MET 
IN   2007   FOR  2008 


PPROVE 


OF  TOTAL 


%INCREASE/DECREASE 
OF  BUDGET  FROM 


**  World  Service 

Conference  Connectional  Ministries 

**  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions 

**  Episcopal  Fund 

**  Africa  University  Fund 

**  Black  College  Fund 

**  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 

Total  General  Conference 

Total  Jurisdictional  Conference 

Total  Pensions  &  Conference  Claimants 

Total  Annual  Conference 


Grand  Total  All  Funds 


$1,915,877 
$13,046,648 
$3,300,000 
$492,61  I 
$57,972 
$262,519 
$51,043 
$3,604,987 
$149,636 
$5,750,000 
$9,622,047 


$19,126,670 


1 0.02% 
68.21% 
1 7.25% 
2.58% 
0.30% 
1 .37% 
0.27% 
18.85% 
0.78% 
30.06% 
50.3  I  % 


100.00% 


2.34% 
3.07% 
3.13% 
3.23% 
-4.03% 
-2.72% 
-2.93% 
0.89% 
0% 
3.79% 
3.15% 


Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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2007 


ISSION   AND  SERVICE  COMMITMENTS   FOR  2008 


**  WORLD  SERVICE   $  1 ,9 1 5,877 

The  World  Service  Fund  is  the  basic  benevolence  fund  of  the  Church,  designated  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  "the 
first  benevolent  responsibility  of  the  Church"  (paragraph  812).  Receipts  are  distributed  to  the  general  program 
agencies  and  other  benevolent  causes  by  a  precise  formula.  These  agencies  resource  local  churches  and  extended 
local  church  mission  nationally  and  internationally.  World  Service  allows  United  Methodists  to  participate  in  meaningful 
ways  in  God's  mission  throughout  the  world. 


MISSION  DEVELOPMENT 

Criminal  Justice  &  Mercy  Ministries  $16,000 

Development  and  coordination  of  ministries  in  jails  and  prisons  and  advocacy  for  prison  reform. 

Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  $30,000 

Carries  Disciple  Bible  Study  into  our  state's  prisons  and  smaller  churches. 

Evangelism   $25,000 

Promotes  evangelism  programs  and  ministries.  Provides  training  and  resources  to  local  churches  and  districts. 

Asbury  Homes,  Inc  $3,600 

Provides  assistance  for  administrative  expenses. 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  $  1 87,640 

Provides  assistance  for  operating  expenses  and  benevolent  care. 

Church  &  Society  $9,750 

Relates  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  people  and  to  the  structures  of  the  communities,  nation  and  world  in  which  they 
live,  and  develops  programs  which  provide  education  and  action  on  issues  confronting  the  Church  consistent  with  the 
Social  Principles  and  the  policies  adopted  by  the  General  Conference. 

Disaster  Response   $9,000 

Works  to  provide  organization,  training,  and  oversight  of  United  Methodist  disaster  response. 

Methodist  Retirement  Homes  $281,463 

Provides  assistance  for  operating  expenses  and  benevolent  care. 

Golden  Cross  Fund  $  I  5,000 

Assists  in  payment  of  hospital  bills,  physicians,  medicine  and  other  medical  expenses  for  laypersons  with  special  needs. 

Multicultural  Ministries  $22,000 

Strengthening  local  churches  in  reaching  out  to  racial  ethnic  people. 

Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  $  1 0,000 

Program  funds  for  this  burgeoning  ministry. 

Conference  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  $49,000 

Provides  grants  for  ministries  of  inclusiveness  in  districts  and  local  churches. 

Missions  and  Outreach   $461,900 


Provides  salary  support  for  Church  and  Community  workers.  Funds  mission  projects,  rural  and  urban  ministries, 
assists  minority  churches,  administers  building  loans  and  grants  to  local  churches,  and  interprets  missions  programs. 


'LIGHT  OF  GOD 

It  |- 

4 

i 

**  Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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SPIRITUAL  FORMATION 

**  Ministerial  Education  Fund  $659,272 

Assists  in  the  education  and  training  of  clergy  and  diaconal  ministers  in  our  conference. 

Board  of  Ordained/Diaconal  Ministry  $  I  67,700 

Funds  enlistment,  preparation,  examination,  continuing  education  and  career  development  for  persons 
serving  in  ordained  ministry  and  continues  relationships  with  diaconal  ministers. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry: 

Salary  and  Benefits  $  I  5,000 

Sexual  Ethics  Program  $48,600 

Funds  one  position  to  provide  training  for  clergy  and  churches  regarding  sexual  ethics. 

Seminary  Visitation  $2,000 

Assists  in  maintaining  contact  with  clergy  candidates  and  in  sharing  opportunties  available  in  the  ordained 
ministry  in  our  conference. 

Bishop's  Days  Apart  $8,000 

Bishop's  program  for  renewal  of  clergy  leadership. 

Stewardship   $  1 2,400 

Interprets  stewardship  theologically  and  promotes  stewardship  education  and  programs. 

Laity  $21,000 

Promotes  training  for  laypersons  serving  as  leaders  in  the  church  and  community;  leadership  training 
workshops,  district  and  conference  rallies,  and  programs. 

Worship  $4,000 

Designs  worship  for  Annual  Conference  events,  offers  worship  training.  PFn^H       board o 

Cjj  2  Higher  Education 

Higher  Education  .^^.*^!?!?  $35,000 

Provides  support  for  campus  ministries,  administers  scholarships,  connects  colleges  and  the  local  church. 

**  College  Sustaining  Fund    $460,750 

Assists  Louisburg  College,  Methodist  College,  N.C.  Wesleyan  College,  Duke  Divinity  School,  High  Point 
University,  Greensboro  College  and  Bennett  College. 

Campus  Ministry  $424,000 

Supports  United  Methodist  ministry  on  campuses  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  through  Wesley  Foundations  and 
Fellowships,  and  ecumenical  campus  ministries. 

Youth  Ministry  $32,000 

Supports  the  youth  ministry  of  the  conference. 

Children's  Ministries  $20,000 

Supports  ministry  with  children. 

Education  $6,000 

Strengthens  and  develops  local  church  ministries  of  Christian  nurture. 

Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc.    $275,000 

At  Camps  Don  Lee,  Rockfish,  and  Chestnut  Ridge. 


Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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Committee  on  Clergy  Counseling  &  Consultation: 

Salary  &  Benefits  $  I  34,23  I 

Office  $16,000 

Supports  an  office  to  provide  counseling  &  consultation  resources  for  clergy 

Wellspring  Programs    $16,000 

Leadership  Development  and  Spiritual  Formation  for  Clergy  and  Laity. 

EPISCOPAL 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  ~i  $  1 ,200 

Serves  as  support  and  advisory  group  on  matters  related  to  episcopal  leadership.  r^^^^^^i 

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Salaries  &  Benefits  

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Travel  

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Cabinet  Meeting  Related  Expenses  .^^^STr^  $36,883 

Cabinet  Discretionary  Fund  J.  $5,000 

Annual  Conference  Expense  $  1 44,050 

Housing,  food,  and  other  expenses  for  the  Annual  Conference  session  of  over  1 ,600  members  (lay  and  clergy) 

Annual  Conference  Registrar  $3,600 

Conference  Secretary's  Office   $  1 6,600 

All  office  expenses. 

Conference  Secretary's  Office:  Salary  &  Benefits  $83,732 

Provides  for  full-time  clerical  assistance,  a  stipend  for  the  conference  secretary. 

Conference  Journal/Printing  $36,500 

Provides  for  the  cost  of  printing  the  Conference  Journal,  directory,  and  Book  of  Recommendations. 

Bishop's  Discretionary  Fund  $2,000 

Funds  for  use  by  bishop  for  emergencies  or  other  needs  not  funded. 

Assistant  to  the  Bishop  and  Ministerial  Relations  Office:  Salary  &  Benefits  $288,197 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  three  persons  in  this  office. 

Assistant  to  the  Bishop  and  Ministerial  Relations  Office  $19,680 

Office  expenses,  travel,  telephone. 

Emerging  Church  Support  $652,300 

Provides  salaries,  housing,  and  benefits  for  pastors  of  new  churches  and  administration  of  the  Office 
of  Congregational  Development. 

Monitoring  &  Accountability  $3,700 

Monitors  for  inclusiveness  in  regard  to  gender,  ethnicity,  age,  and  handicapping  conditions. 

Christian  Unity  $8,900 

Interprets,  advocates,  and  works  for  the  unity  of  the  Christian  Church,  encourages  dialogue  and  cooperation. 


**  Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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NC  Council  of  Churches  $  I  8,000 

Promotes  Christian  Unity,  interfaith  dialogue  and  cooperation,  and  advocates  for  social  justice  in  our  State  Legislature. 


Office  of  the  Bishop  $29,250 

Operations  supplement  to  monies  received  from  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Office  of  the  Bishop  -  Salary  &  Benefits  $23,795 

Salary  and  benefits  supplement  to  help  fund  the  Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Bishop. 

Office  of  Congregational  Development  -  Salary  &  Benefits   $200, 1 93 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  two  persons  in  this  office. 

Office  of  Congregational  Development   $57,500 

Office  expenses  and  travel. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications  $84,450 


Resources  for  interpretive  materials  such  as  this  publication,  news  releases  and  media  relations,  Igniting  Ministry, 
production  of  Saddlebag  at  Annual  Conference,  Media  Center  mailings  and  support,  and  electronic  equipment 
purchase  and  maintenance,  web  server  and  email  communication,  video  streaming,  and  website  nccumc.org. 

The  Television  and  Welcoming 
Ministry  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Archives  and  History  $7,000 

Funds  meeting  of  commission  and  maintains  records  and  history  of  conference. 

Honoring  the  Past,  Embracing  the  Future  •  Archives-History@nccumc.org 

NC  Christian  Advocate  $60,000 


Provides  a  subscription  for  every  North  Carolina  conference  pastor  and  additional  support  for  the  newspaper 
which  is  published  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  is  the  voice  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  The  paper  is  an 
important  resource  for  news  from  the  local  churches,  the  conference,  and 
the  General  Church.  The  current  cost  of  a  subscription  is  $  1 5  per  year.  If 

in  from  a  single  church  in  a  single  mailing,  the  cost  is  $12  apiece.  For  more 

800-849-4433,  ext  238. 


RESOURCE  MINISTRIES 

**  General  Administration  $  I  65,693 

The  General  Conference,  World  Methodist  Council,  Judicial  Council,  General  Commission  on  Archives  & 
History,  and  in  part,  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  the  Board  of  Pensions,  and  special 
litigation  costs. 

**  SEJ  Mission  &  Ministry  .:  $149,636 


Supports  a  cooperative  ministry  to  United  Methodists  in  the  Southeast  including  SEJ  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
Lake  Junaluska,  and  Jurisdictional  Council  expenses. 


■M  ,    *       ;  > 'life 


**  Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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limiting 

Ministry 


10  or  more  subscriptions  are  sent 
information  on  subscribing,  call  I- 


Conference  Treasurer's  Office  -  Salary  &  Benefits  $597,538 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  eight  staff  members. 

Conference  Treasurer's  Office  $  I  53,000 

Operating  expenses  of  conference  treasurer's  office  and  statistician,  including  annual  audit. 

Treasurer  Bonding  &  Insurance  $6,500 

A  conference-held  bond  covering  designated  financial  officers  in  the  local  church. 

Information  Management  Office  $60,000 

Maintenance,  replacement,  and  repair  of  computers,  typewriters,  copiers,  etc. 

Information  Management  Office  -  Salary  &  Benefits   $  I  7  1 ,293 

Funding  for  data  processing  office  &  telephone  operator  (salary  &  benefits). 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees  $500 

Funds  meetings  and  work  of  this  conference  board. 

Contingency  Fund   $14,000 

Provides  for  unanticipated  needs;  administered  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

**  Methodist  Building  Operating  Fund   $100,000 

**  Methodist  Building  Capital  Fund  $50,000 

Episcopal  Residence   $5,000 

Maintenance  supplement  to  monies  received  from  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Staff  Housing  $54,000 

Provides  housing  for  four  clergy  positions  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

Legal  Counsel  $20,000 

Provides  for  conference  legal  expenses  not  funded  by  a  particular  board  or  agency. 

Ministers'  Transition  Fund   $256,721 

Provides  money  at  the  time  of  retirement  to  clergy  who  participate  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Committee  on  Equitable  Compensation   $125,000 

Supplements  salaries  of  eligible  clergy  to  the  base  salary  level  determined  by  Annual  Conference. 

Effective  Ministry  Program  $40,000 

Provides  assistance  for  pastors'  salaries  during  medical  or  other  urgent  conditions  and  transition. 

Ministers'  Moving  Expense  $1  10,000 

Assists  in  the  moving  expenses  of  pastors. 

Joint  Committee  on  Incapacity  $504,000 

Assists  clergy  who  temporarily  cannot  serve  due  to  incapacity. 

Conference  Claimants  -Retiree  Insurance  $2,450,000 

Supports  health  insurance  for  our  retired  clergy  and  dependents  of  deceased  clergy. 

In-coming  WATS  $3,400 

Funding  for  toll-free  WATS  line  calls  to  the  United  Methodist  Building  in  Ftaleigh  from  within  the  state  of 
North  Carolina. 


Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 


**  Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  t 

10 


Conference  Staff  Relations  Committee  

Supports  meetings  of  the  personnel  committee  for  the  conference  staff. 


$1,200 


Board  of  Institutions  $500 

Reviews  and  supports  the  conference  relationship  with  institutions  to  whom  the  conference  is  related  "by  faith": 
camps,  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  Asbury  Homes,  Methodist  Retirement  Homes,  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  and  the  colleges. 


General  &  Jurisdictional  Conference   $  I  5,000 

Expenses  for  General  &  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Nominations  $500 

Supports  meeting  expense  of  Nominations  Committee. 


CONFERENCE  CONNECTIONAL  MINISTRIES 

Office,  Meetings  &  Programs   $  I  20,000 

Staff  Salaries  and  Benefits  $  1 ,0 1 6,03  I 

Represents  a  ministry  and  support  staff  of  I  2  persons,  their  salaries,  hospitalization  insurance,  lay  staff  pensions, 
social  security,  travel,  etc. 

Total  for  World  Service  &  Connectional  Ministries  $  1 4,962,525 

Post  Service  Liability 

**  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions  $3,300,000 

Applies  toward  the  unfunded  (pre- 1 982)  pension  liability  for  pastors. 

**  Episcopal  Fund  $492,6  I  I 

Salaries  and  expenses  of  active  United  Methodist  bishops  and  dependents,  retired  bishops  and 

surviving  spouses.  ^^^^^ 

AFRICA 

**  Africa  University  Fund   $57,972 

The  development  of  a  United  Methodist  university  in  Zimbabwe.  This  university  provides  theological  and 
other  educational  programs  on  the  continent  where  United  Methodism  is  experiencing  its  fastest  growth. 


**  Black  College  Fund  $262,5  I  9 

Supplements  operational  and  capital  needs  of  10  black  colleges,  including  Bennett  College  in  Greensboro 
and  one  medical  school  which  has  provided  leadership  to  the  church  and  nation. 

**  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund   $5  1 ,043 

Supports  those  general  church  activities  which  are  ecumenical  in  nature.  This  is  United  Methodism  in  mission 
with  other  Christian  communities  witnessing  in  the  world. 

GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  FUNDS   $19,1 26,670 

Total  General  &  Jurisdictional  $3,754,623 

Total  Pensions  &  Conference  Claimants  $5,750,000 

Total  Annual  Conference  $9,622,047 


**  Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 


2007    RAINBOW  COVENANT 


BECOME  A  RAINBOW  COVENANT  CHURCH 

After  your  church  has  gone  the  first  mile  by  paying  its  apportionments  in  full  (World  Service  &  Connectional  Ministries, 
Episcopal  Fund,  Interdenominational  Cooperation,  Black  Colleges,  Africa  University  Fund,  and  Past  Service  Liability)  then  select  at 
least  one  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  from  each  la 

LANE  I  -  WORLD  MISSIONS 
LANE  2  -  NATIONAL  MISSIONS 

LANE  3  -  MISSIONARY  SALARY  SUPPORT 
LANE  4  - UMCOR 

LANE  5  -  CONFERENCE  ADVANCES 


Send  your  contributions  to  each  of  these  Advance  Specials  through  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Treasurer.  In  order  for  your 
congregation  to  receive  the  Rainbow  Covenant  Certificate  and  Rainbow  Covenant  recognition,  please  complete  the  Rainbow 
Covenant  Report  Form  located  on  page  20  of  this  booklet.  This  form  is  due  to  your  District  Missions  Secretary  by  January  3  I , 
2007.  After  your  District  Missions  Secretary  receives  your  completed  Covenant  Report,  your  church  will  then  receive  special 
recognition  as  a  RAINBOW  COVENANT  CHURCH  normally  at  the  District  Lay  Rallies. 


Remember:  When  giving  through  the  Advance  Special,  I  00%  of  your  gift  goes  to  the  designated  ministry. 


For  more  information  contact: 

The  Office  of  Missions  •  RO.  Box  10955  •  Raleigh,  NC  27605  •  1-800-849-4433  or  9 1 9-832-9560  •  www.nccmission.org 


It 's  not  about  programs,  it 's  about  reaching  out  to  those  whom  Jesus  calls  "the  least  of  these. "  It 's  about  touching  the  face  of  God. 


LANE  ONE:  WORLD  MISSIONS 


1.  PROJECT  AGAPE,  Armenia  #S-00004 

Relief  efforts  in  Armenia  (food,  medical  supplies,  medication);  working  with  the  Armenian  Church  to  provide  a  holistic 
ministry  in  pastoral  care,  education,  healthcare,  agriculture  and  economic  development. 

2.  GANTA  UNITED  METHODIST  MISSION  STATION,  Liberia,  Africa  #I4369T 

Funds  received  will  support  rebuilding  mission  station  buildings  and  infrastructure  destroyed  in  the  war. 

3.  PERU  COVENANT  TASK  FORCE:  Funds  received  for  this  project  will  be  administered  by  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  Peru  Task  Force  to  fulfill  the  covenant  made  between  our  Conference  and  the  Methodist  Church  in 


Peru.  Funds  may  be  designated  for  the  following: 

General  Fund  #S-00053 

Breakfast  of  Love  #S-00lll 

Matched  Churches  #S-00II2 

Building  and  Work  Teams  #S-00II3 

Medical  Needs  #S-00II4 

National  Plan  for  Evangelism  #S-00II5 

Christian  Education-all  ages  #S-00II6 

Children  and  Youth   #S-00II7 

Theological  Education  &  Pastoral  Formation-Obras  de  Wesley  #S-00II8 

Women's  Programs  #S-00II9 

Leadership  Development  #S-00I20 

Mission  Teams  #S-00I2I 

White  Plains/North  Lima  #S-00I73 
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4.  CURAMERICAS/ANDEAN  RURAL  HEALTH  CARE  PROGRAM,  Bolivia  #IOI58A 

Your  gift  will  provide  vaccinations,  nutritional  monitoring  of  children,  prenatal  care,  and  other  preventative  health 

care  services.  Funds  will  be  divided  42%  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia  and  58%  for  Curamericas/Andean 
Rural  Health  Care. 

5.  AMITY  FOUNDATION,  TEACHERS,  Nanjing,  China  #0980IA 

Teacher  Support. 

6.  COMPUTER  LITERACY  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN,  Pakistan  #I4623A 

Vocational  education  for  women  to  gain  economic  independence. 

7.  COMPUTER  LITERACY  PROGRAM  FOR  WOMEN-CAPITAL,  Pakistan  #146241 

Computers  to  help  women  gain  self-esteem  and  support  their  families. 

8.  VELLORE  CHRISTIAN  MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  SCHOLARSHIPS,  Vellore,  India  #09952B 

Nursing  and  health  professional  scholarships  for  women  and  scholarships  for  medical  students. 

9.  LEONARD  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE,  SCHOLARSHIPS,  Jabalpur,  India  #09954B 

Scholarships  for  students  from  Methodist  churches  throughout  the  country. 

10.  LUCKNOW  PUBLISHING  HOUSE,  CHURCH  PUBLICATIONS,  Lucknow,  India  #I4597A 

Christian  resources  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  India  and  other  denominations. 

11.  MASIHI  MAHILA  SHIKSA  SADAN  METHODIST  GIRLS'  HOME,  Sadan,  India  #06I24B 

An  education  for  girls  and  young  women  to  realize  their  full  potential. 

12.  LEE  MEMORIAL  GIRLS'  MISSION,  SCHOLARSHIPS,  Calcutta,  India  #00679B 

Nurturing  and  education  for  girls  who  are  orphaned  or  fatherless  or  from  very  poor  families. 

13.  PROJECT  FOR  DESTITUTE  CHILDREN,  India  #I35IIA 

Medical  services,  education,  vocational  training  and  shelter. 

14.  HUDSON  MEMORIAL  GIRLS'  HIGH  SCHOOL,  ASSEMBLY  HALL  AND  COMPUTER  ROOM,  Kanpur,  India  #I4603M 

Facilities  for  a  school  that  prepares  poor  girls  for  successful  adulthood. 

15.  RUSSIA  UNITED  METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  (Not  Capital  Campaign)  #I2I74A 


Scholarships  will  provide  good  Biblical  and  theological  training  for  the  development  of  strong  ministries  for 
future  Russian  church  leaders. 

Any  other  WORLD  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  as  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS 
LANE  TWO:  NATIONAL  MISSIONS 


1.  ROBESON  COUNTY  CHURCH  &  COMMUNITY  CENTER,  Lumberton,  NC  #791742 

An  ecumenical  ministry  in  a  multicultural  community  which  is  designed  to  help  local  churches  meet  emergency 
needs,  literacy  tutoring  for  children  and  adults,  home  repairs  and  building  new  homes.  Speakers  are  available 
upon  request. 

2.  NATIONAL  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  CHALLENGE  FUND  #982620 

Provides  assistance  to  Annual  Conferences  developing  Hispanic  Ministries,  especially  in  the  areas  of  leadership 
recruitment  and  development,  financial  resources  and  printed  resources. 

3.  SOCIETY  OF  ST.  ANDREW  POTATO  PROJECT,  Virginia  #801600 

Salvages  millions  of  pounds  of  unmarketable  potatoes  and  other  produce  and  distributes  the  food  to  hungry 
people  nationwide. 

4.  HINTON  RURAL  LIFE  CENTER,  Hayesville,  NC  #731372 

Provides  for  training  needs  and  development  of  churches  in  town  and  rural  settings. 
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5.  NATIONAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FAMILY  CAMR  Oklahoma  City,  OK  #982602 

Provides  an  annual  opportunity  for  Native  American  church  leaders  to  attend  or  lead  workshops  in  outreach 
ministries  and  evangelism. 

6.  SEJ  ASSOCIATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRIES,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  #791842 

To  help  meet  the  needs  of  I  30,000+  Native  Americans  living  in  the  I  7  annual  conferences  of  the  Southeast. 

7.  RED  BIRD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE,  Beverly,  KY  #773978 

The  conference  program  facilitates  the  development  of  local  churches  and  local  lay  leaders  in  isolated 
rural  mountain  communities. 

8.  ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COOPERATIVE  MINISTRIES  -  "EVERY  MEMBER  IN  MINISTRY", 

Pembroke,  NC  #791001 

Provides  ministry  support,  collaboration  among  our  fourteen  (14)  Native  American  United  Methodist  Churches, 
leadership  development,  gifts  exploration  and  missional  opportunities. 

Any  other  NATIONAL  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  as  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS. 


LANE  THREE:  MISSIONARY  SALARY  SUPPORT 

The  following  persons  have  been  recommended  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Missions  Development  Team  for  Salary  Support: 


#I3996-Z 


Mozart  is  a  GBGM  missionary  serving  as  the  Africa  Regional  Coordinator  for  the  sustainable  Agriculture  and 
Development  Program  for  UMCOR.  Substantial  focus  in  work  in  farmers  training  in  Liberia. 


WIL  BAILEY  San  Isidro,  Costa  Rica  (SEJ/Conference  Missionary)  #S-OOI40 

Wil  will  be  responsible  for  working  with  local  pastors  in  the  southern  zone  of  Costa  Rica  and  will  organize  the 
projects  at  the  Methodist  churches  in  that  area  for  U.S.  work  teams.  Also  will  teach  Theology,  Bible  and  English  at  the 
extension  campus  of  the  Methodist  seminary  in  San  Isidro. 

RICHARD  BRYANT  Russia ...   #IS076Z 


Richard  is  the  AFE  (Area  Financial  Executor)  for  the  Russian  United  Methodist  Church  and  developing  continuing 
education  for  clergy  and  seminary  graduates. 


#I3IS2Z 


Pat  is  assigned  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Guest  House  in  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti  as  co-coordinator 
of  the  UMVIM  Program  with  her  husband  Walt. 

WALT  EBERT  Haiti  #I3I5IZ 

Walt  is  assigned  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  Guest  House  in  Port  au  Prince,  Haiti  as  co-coordinator 
of  the  UMVIM  Program  with  his  wife  Pat. 

LYNN  &  SHARON  FOGLEMAN  Kentucky  #773720 

Dr.  Lynn  and  Dr.  Sharon  Fogleman  are  Associates  in  Mission  Service  (AIMS)  missionaries  serving  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  the  Red  Bird  Clinic  in  Beverly,  Kentucky. 

SHANA  HARRISON  Chile  #I3089Z 

Shana  is  assigned  as  a  chaplain  of  Colegio  Psicopedagogico  Juan  Wesley  in  Santiago,  Chile  encouraging  persons 
with  disabilities  to  explore,  express  and  nurture  their  spirituality. 

GREG  JENKS  ZOE  (Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor)  Zimbabwe,  Africa  (Conference  Missionary)  #S-00I48 

Greg  is  assigned  to  the  East  and  West  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conferences  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a 
comprehensive  ministry  to  orphans  and  vulnerable  children  suffering  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  pandemic. 
The  foci  include  establishing  feeding  programs,  providing  school  fees  and  uniforms,  and  meeting  spiritual 
needs  of  the  children. 


SHIRLEY  TOWNSEND  JONES  Bennettsville-Cheraw,  SC  (Church  and  Community  Worker)  #982995 

Assigned  to  the  Bennettsville-Cheraw  Area  Cooperative  Ministry  in  the  SC  Conference.  She  coordinates  and 
implements  spiritual,  educational,  social  and  economical  programs  for  the  I  3  member  churches  and  communities. 
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GARY  WAYNE  LOCKLEAR  (Church  and  Community  Worker)  #982955 

Assigned  to  the  Rockingham  District  Native  American  Cooperative  Ministry  with  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference.  Main  goal  is  to  grow  the  Native  American  churches  and  leadership  in  the  coming  years  and  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  developing  congregations  in  all  Native  American  communities  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

DAVID  MARKAY  Milan,  Italy  #I2I92Z 

David  is  assigned  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Milan  in  Italy  with  a  missional  emphasis  of  "Offering  hospitality  to  the 
stranger/Being  the  church  together."  He  offers  ministries  of  preaching,  teaching,  pastoral  care,  sacramental  ministry 
and  administrative  oversight. 

KRISTIN  MARKAY  Milan,  Italy  #I2I93Z 

Kristin  is  assigned  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Milan  in  Italy  with  a  missional  emphasis  of  "Offering  hospitality  to  the 
stranger/Being  the  church  together."  She  offers  ministries  of  preaching,  teaching,  pastoral  care,  sacramental  ministry 
and  administrative  oversight. 


NARA  MELKONYAN  Armenia  

Nara  is  the  Director  of  Project  AGAPE.  She  coordinates  ministry  and  relief  efforts  at  Project 
AGAPE  in  Armenia.  (See  Project  AGAPE  under  World  Mission  Lane) 


#S-00004 


•     VICKIE  SIGMON  Winston-Salem,  NC  #982916 

Vickie  works  in  a  high  risk  community  developing  Christian  community,  promoting  social  justice  and 
proclaiming  God's  loving  presence. 


ffJ3705Z 


Sonia  is  a  professor  at  Ewha  Womans  University.  She  is  a  teacher,  mentor  and  friend  to  university  students  in  Korea. 


HAZEL  TERHUNE  #03774Z 

Hazel  serves  as  an  evangelist  and  teacher  of  English  in  Tokyo,  Japan. 


•  ROBERT  TERHUNE  #03773Z 

Robert  serves  a  local  church  in  Tokyo,  Japan. 

•  HERBERT  ZIGBUO  Liberia,  Africa  #I09IIZ 

Herbert  is  assigned  to  Monrovia,  Liberia,  working  as  Associate  Pastor  of  a  United  Methodist  Congregation, 

developing  adult  education  programs  and  working  with  Operation  Classroom. 


MARY  ZIGBUO  Liberia,  Africa  

Mary  is  currently  assigned  to  Monrovia,  Liberia,  working  with  St.  Matthews  Methodist  School  and  with 
Operation  Classroom. 


#I072IZ 


LANE  FOUR:  UMCOR 


1.  UMCOR  DISASTER  RESPONSE  #901670 

Enables  UMCOR  to  respond  to  persons  in  need  after  natural  disasters  in  the  United  States. 

2.  REFUGEE  PROGRAMS,  Asia/Pacific  Region  #201700 

Organizes  emergency  assistance,  income-generating  projects,  and  food  and  medicine  aid  for  refugees. 

3.  WORLD  HUNGER/POVERTY  .r.  #982920 

Provides  both  short-term  crisis  relief  and  long-term  developmental  assistance  to  eliminate  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

4.  BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  #982325 

Educates  and  influences  people  to  work  for  government  policies  that  address  the  basic  causes  of  domestic  and 

world  hunger. 

5.  HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL  General  Program  #982530 

 Living  Gift  Program  #982532 

An  interfaith  project  that  provides  animals  and  other  assistance  to  rural  families.  Recipients  agree  to  pass  on  the 

first  born  female  offspring  of  their  animals  to  someone  else  in  need. 
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6.  CROP/CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  COMMUNITY  HUNGER  APPEAL  #982380 

Funds  raised  by  a  local  church  in  a  CROP  event  can  receive  UMCOR  credit.  For  necessary  forms  contact: 

Carolinas  CROP  Office,  1006  Lamond  Ave.,  Durham,  NC  27701 . 

7.  CASA  -  CORE  PROGRAM,  India  #212370 

Community  development  in  thousands  of  villages. 

8.  COMPREHENSIVE  RURAL  HEALTH,  Jamkhed,  Maharashtra  State,  India  #212385 

Integrated  Hansen's  disease  and  primary  health  care  for  more  than  200,000  people  in  175  villages. 

9.  GRANT  FOR  RURAL  TEACHERS'  TRAINING  PROGRAM,  Pakistan  #232000 

An  effort  to  bridge  the  gap  between  teaching  standards  in  "rich"  and  "poor"  schools. 

10.  SINDH  POLITICAL  EDUCATION  PROGRAM,  Pakistan  #232001 

-&«S  Education  for  youth  in  key  social,  political,  economic  and  cultural  issues. 

PL*4Q  Any  other  UMCOR  Advance  Special  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS  or  any  UMCOR  emergency  appeal. 

LANE  FIVE:  CONFERENCE  ADVANCES 

CHILDREN/SCHOOLS 

•  *  ALL  GOD'S  CHILDREN  UMC  #S-08004 

This  ministry  will  develop  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  impoverished  children  and  youth  in  rural  Bertie, 
^P^^Hfl  Hertford  and  Northampton  Counties. 

E-pfl  •      LEPULA  (LIBERIA)  SELF  HELP  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT  #S-00I4I 

IbH  Provide  funds  for  purchase  of  building  materials  and  classroom  supplies  for  a  "Self  Help"  sun-dried  mud  block 

■nfl  elementary  school  building.  The  local  UMC  congregation  and  UMC  school  (now  is  a  bamboo  hut)  provides 

^fc^B  most  of  the  labor  at  no  cost. 

ESS  •      MISSION  TO  HAITI  #S-00I22 

Many  communities  in  Haiti  do  not  have  schools.  This  project  is  to  assist  in  building  schools  and  supplement  teachers' 
salaries  when  possible. 

•  *  PRISON  MATCH  (Mothers  And  Their  CHildren)  #S-00054 

An  interfaith  program  provides  mothers  and  their  children  with  the  support  and  resources  necessary  to 
maintain  and  strengthen  family  relationships  and  to  help  break  the  cycle  of  children  following  their  parents 
to  prison. 

•  VOLUNTEER  FAMILIES  FOR  CHILDREN  (VFC)  #S-0007I 

A  private  non-profit  organization  with  the  purpose  of  helping  communities  develop  and  utilize  local  resources 
by  providing  emergency  shelter  care  to  children-in-crisis. 

•  YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  (YSF)  #S-00082 

Supports  mission  projects  within  the  annual  conference  and  beyond,  which  have  been  selected  by  youth 
of  our  conference. 

CHURCH/COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 

•  *  ALL  GOD  S  CHILDREN  UMC  #S-08004 

This  ministry  will  develop  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  impoverished  children  and  youth  in  rural  Bertie, 
Hertford  and  Northampton  Counties. 

•  *  MERCI:  THE  MARION  EDWARDS  RECOVERY  CENTER  INITIATIVES  #S-00I36 

This  center  is  used  to  provide  mission  and  ministry  programs  that  meet  people's  physical  and 

spiritual  needs.  The  function  of  MERCI  is  disaster  preparedness,  response,  recovery,  and  outreach  ministry. 

•  JOHN  WESLEY  ENDOWMENT  #JWEND 

The  John  Wesley  Endowment  is  to  provide  start-up,  promotional,  and  sustaining  funds  for  new  churches 
established  in  low  income  communities  within  the  bounds  of  The  North  Carolina  Conference. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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•  SHALOM  ZONES  IN  THE  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  #S-00I05 

Churches  and  communities  working  together  to  rebuild  community  life. 

•  CASWELL  COUNTY  PARISH,  INC  #S-00008 

Provides  services  to  elderly  and  low-income  families  through  Meals-on-Wheels,  outreach  program,  fuel  and 
rent  assistance,  clothing,  food,  &  Family  Violence  Prevention  Program. 

•  HYDE  COUNTY  COOPERATIVE  PARISH  #S-00I04 

Provides  meals  to  the  needy,  recreation  and  other  opportunities  for  youth,  food  pantry  and  clothes  closet, 
transportation  for  elderly  and  those  needing  medical  care,  ministry  to  inmates  at  the  Hyde  Correctional 
Facility,  drug  prevention  awareness,  assistance  to  abused  persons  and  Hispanic  ministry. 

•  *  DISCIPLE  BIBLE  OUTREACH  MINISTRY  #S-00I03 

A  COLLABORATIVE  MINISTRY  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Conferences  developing 
Disciple  Bible  Studies,  especially  in  small  membership  churches  and  in  missional  settings,  particularly  in  prisons. 

•  *  A  TIME  TO  GROW  #S-00I54 

To  create  a  leadership  academy  for  new  church  leaders  and  transitional  church  leaders  for  the  conference 
and  to  provide  support  for  new  church  development. 

•  HUNTING  QUARTERS  SENIOR  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  #S-00I7I 


This  program  seeks  to  address  the  needs  of  senior  citizens  located  in  the  down  east  area  of  Carteret  County.  It  provides 
them  the  opportunity  to  escape  the  isolation  of  their  homes,  obtain  information  pertinent  to  the  senior  citizen's 
community,  offers  well  balanced  and  nutritional  meals,  as  well  as  entertainment. 


DISASTER  RECOVERY/VOLUNTEER  WORK  TEAMS 

•  *  MERCI:  THE  MARION  EDWARDS  RECOVERY  CENTER  INITIATIVES  #S-00I36 

This  center  will  be  used  to  provide  mission  and  ministry  programs  that  will  meet  people's  physical  and 
spiritual  needs.  The  primary  function  of  MERCI  will  be  disaster  preparedness,  response,  and  outreach  ministry. 

•  NC  INTERFAITH  #S-00I08 

Interfaith  supports  disaster  recovery  efforts  by  all  faith  groups  in  North  Carolina. 

•  NC  CONFERENCE  DISASTER  APPEALS  #S-00096 

•  UNITED  METHODIST  VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION  WORK  TEAMS  #S-0002I 

Provides  assistance  for  Volunteers  in  Mission  work  teams  from  within  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

•  ISA  GRANT  SCHOLARSHIP  #S-00033 

Provides  work  team  scholarships  for  persons  who  could  not  otherwise  participate,  especially  young  adults. 

ETHNIC  POPULATIONS 

•  *  MANNA  MINISTRIES  OF  ALAMANCE  COUNTY,  INC  #S-00I44 

An  outreach  ministry  in  a  culturally  diverse  community  (east  Burlington  area)  for  families  without  food, 
furniture  or  clothing. 

•  ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COOPERATIVE  MINISTRIES  -  "EVERY  MEMBER  IN  MINISTRY"  #S-00I43 

Provides  ministry  support,  collaboration  among  our  fourteen  (14)  Native  American  United  Methodist  Churches, 
leadership  development,  gifts  exploration  and  missional  opportunities. 

•  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  #S-00I07 

Ministry  to  the  fast  growing  Hispanic  population  in  North  Carolina.  These  funds  will  be  administered  by  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Hispanic  Ministry  Team  to  support  an  increasing  number  of  our  congregations  who 
are  developing  ministry  to  Hispanics. 

•  CHATHAM-LEE  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  #S-00032 

A  ministry  to  fast  growing  Hispanic  population  in  Siler  City  and  Sanford,  served  by  Spanish-speaking  pastor. 
Worship,  Bible  study,  fellowship,  and  assistance  with  cultural  transition  needs  are  provided. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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•  ETHNIC  LOCAL  CHURCH  PROJECTS  IN  ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  #S-00022 

Funds  will  be  used  to  assist  ethnic  churches  with  crucial  needs. 

•  WESLEY  HERITAGE  PROJECT  #S-00097 

Gifts  will  help  distribute  Obras  de  Wesley,  the  works  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  in  Spanish. 

•  "EMBRACE"  HISPANIC  LATINO  MINISTRIES  OF  NEW  BERN  DISTRICT  #S-00I72 

To  develop  a  fund  which  will  be  able  to  supplement  income  to  Lay  Missioners  and  Pastors  of  Hispanic  Latino 
ministries  throughout  the  New  Bern  District. 

HUNGER  HUMANITARIAN  RELIEF/MEDICAL 

•  NO  HUNGRY  NEIGHBORS  (NHN)  #S-OOI23 

A  ministry  of  raising  awareness,  and  eliminating  hunger  here  in  our  own  state.  NHN  support  the  various  food  banks 
in  our  Conference  and  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

•  CONGREGATIONAL  FOOD  PANTRY  SUPPORT  #S-OOI55 

To  provide  grant  support  for  the  creation  and  operation  of  local  church  food  pantries. 

•  *  MANNA  MINISTRIES  OF  ALAMANCE  COUNTY,  INC  #S-00I44 

An  outreach  ministry  in  a  culturally  diverse  community  (east  Burlington  area)  for  families  without  food, 
furniture  or  clothing. 

•  STOP  HUNGER  NOW  #S-00I0I 

Provides  immediate  relief  to  famine  affected  areas  around  the  world. 

•  NC  OFFICE,  SOCIETY  OF  ST.  ANDREW  POTATO  PROJECT,  Durham,  NC  #S-0008I 

Coordinates  and  runs  all  hunger  programs  for  Society  of  St.  Andrew  in  North  Carolina.  Millions  of  pounds  of 
produce  saved  and  distributed  in  North  Carolina  at  a  cost  of  just  3  cents  per  pound. 

•  FOOD  BANK  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  #S-00025 

Distributes  food  at  minimal  cost  to  hunger  ministries  in  North  Carolina. 

•  ALLIANCE  MEDICAL  MINISTRY  #S-00I42 

This  ministry  was  founded  to  provide  affordable  primary  medical  care  to  low-income,  uninsured,  working  families 
in  Wake  County.  This  ministry  aims  to  serve  the  working  poor,  families  generally  earning  less  than  $25,000  annually, 
who  have  no  health  insurance. 

•  GOLDEN  CROSS  #S-OOI53 

Ministry  that  reaches  out  in  love  to  the  laity  in  our  Annual  Conference  who  are  experiencing  financial  difficulty 
due  to  excessive  medical  expenses. 


INSTITUTIONAL  PROGRAMS 

•  NC  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  #S-0005I 

Gives  witness  to  the  unity  that  God  has  given  through  Christ  to  the  churches  in  NC.  It  is  an  instrument  for 
cooperative  study  and  action,  especially  on  matters  of  justice;  child  and  family  advocacy;  violence  against  women; 
public  policy  advocacy;  rural  crisis  and  farm  workers  advocacy;  disaster  relief;  criminal  justice;  workplace  safety; 
peace-making;  AIDS  ministry;  and  Christian  unity. 

•  DISTRICT  BOARD  OF  MISSION: 

Funds  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  District  Board  and  reported  at  year-end  on  Table  II  as  Conference  Advance. 

Burlington  #S-0020I  New  Bern  #S-00207 

Durham  #S-00202  Raleigh  #S-00208 

Elizabeth  City  #S-00203  Rockingham  #S-00209 

Fayetteville  #S-00204  Rocky  Mount  #S-002I0 

Goldsboro  #S-00205  Sanford  #S-002II 

Greenville  #S-00206  Wilmington  #S-002I2 

•  CONFERENCE  EVANGELISTS  #S-00079 

To  provide  support  for  NC  Conference  approved  evangelists. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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■     ALL  NEW  CHURCHES  LESS  THAN  FIVE  YEARS  OLD  #S-08000 


THE  FOLLOWING  UNITED  METHODIST  INSTITUTIONAL  PROGRAMS  AND  PROJECTS 

a.  United  Methodist  Camps:  Chestnut  Ridge  #S-00062,  Don  Lee  #S-00063,  Kerr  Lake  #S-00064,  Rockfish  #S-00065. 

b.  Wesley  Foundation  for  The  UMC  Campus  Ministry  Association.  Duke  Divinity  #S-00073;  ECU,  Greenville  #S-00074; 
NCSU  #S-00075;  PSU  #S-00076;  UNC  #S-00077. 

c.  General  Scholarship  Funds  at  Duke  Divinity  School  #S-00026,  Methodist  College  #S-00028,  Louisburg  College  #S-00027, 
Wesleyan  College  #S-00029. 

d.  Benevolent  Funds  of  the  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  #S-03600. 

e.  Benevolent  Funds  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  #S-03500. 

f.  Asbury  Homes  #S-0350I. 

•     *  A  TIME  TO  GROW  #S-00I54 

To  create  a  leadership  academy  for  new  church  leaders  and  transitional  church  leaders  for  the  conference  and  to 
provide  support  for  new  church  development. 

PRISON  MINISTRIES 

'     *  PRISON  MATCH  (Mothers  And  Jheir  CHildren)  #S-00054 

An  interfaith  program  provides  mothers  and  their  children  with  the  support  and  resources  necessary  to  maintain 
and  strengthen  family  relationships  and  to  help  break  the  cycle  of  children  following  their  parents  to  prison. 


• 


YOKEFELLOW  PRISON  MINISTRIES  #S-00078 

Educates  church  people  concerning  Christian  responsibility  for  persons  affected  by  crime  and  brings  Christians 
into  direct  service  ministries  with  prison  inmates  and  their  families. 

•     *  DISCIPLE  BIBLE  OUTREACH  MINISTRY  #S-00I03 

A  COLLABORATIVE  MINISTRY  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Conferences  developing 
Disciple  Bible  Studies,  especially  in  small  membership  churches  and  in  missional  settings,  particularly  in  prisons. 

The  Annual  Conference  will  approve  district  projects  for  advance  specials  in  accordance  with  paragraph  65  1 .4  of  The  2004  Book  of 
Discipline.  This  insures  that  local  churches  making  advance  specials  on  a  district  level  and  reported  to  the  Annual  Conference 
advance  special  will  receive  credit. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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2006 


NC  CONFERENCE 

RAINBOW  XQVr 


CHURCH  MAILING  ADDRESS 


Lone  4:  UMCOR 


Lane  5:  Conference 


CHAIRPERSON  OF  MISSIONS/OUTREACH 

Please  complete  all  information  below  and  to  the  right  -  as 
it  applies  to  your  congregation  -  AND  RETURN  TO 
YOUR  DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARY  Returning  this 
form  ensures  that  your  church  will  be  recognized 
according  to  your  work  for  missions  in  the  past  year. 

1 .  Did  your  church  complete  the  first  mile  of  United 
Methodist  Missions  by  paying  100%  of  its  2006 
apportionments  (World  Service  &  Connectional  Ministries, 
Episcopal  Fund,  Interdenominational  Cooperation,  Black 
Colleges,  Africa  University  Fund,  and  Past  Service  Liability)! 

□  YES  □  NO 

2.  Did  your  church  go  the  second  mile  by  giving  to  the 
Advance  for  missions? 

□  YES  □  NO 

If  yes,  list  in  the  following  Lane  chart  the  projects  supported 
and  the  amounts  given  to  each  (use  an  additional  sheet  of 
paper  if  necessary)  Remember:  To  be  recognized  as  a 
Rainbow  Covenant  Church,  you  must,  pay  100%  of  all 
2006  apportionments  and  give  a  contribution  in  each  of  the 
5  lanes  listed  below. 


Lane  I:  World 


Lane  2:  National 


Lane  3:  Missionary  Salary  Support 


Grand  total  of  all  gifts  given  to  the  Advance 


Your  church  membership  at  the  end  of  2006_ 

Per-Member  giving  to  the  Advance  for 

2006  (divide  grand  total  by  membership)  


NAME  &PHONE#OF  PERSON  COMPLETING  THIS  FORM 

DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARIES 

•  BURLINGTON  -  Rev.  Terry  Huffines 

First  UMC,  RO.  Box  923,  Elon,  NC  27244 

Phone:  336-584-5263  E-mail:  fumcrev@netpath.net 

•  DURHAM  -Gwenjost 

493  Daniel  Boone  Trail,  Henderson,  NC  27537 

Phone:  252-492-0151  E-mail:  gengwn@vance.net 

•  ELIZABETH  CITY  -  Jane  Williams 

101  Virginia  Pine  Drive,  Plymouth.  NC  27962 
Phone:  252-793-2482  E-mail:  ajbw@aol.com 

•  FAYETTEVI LLE  -  Rev.  Mike  Hale 

St.  Matthews  UMC.  202  Hope  Mills  Rd.,  Fayetteville,  NC  28304 
Phone:  910-425-0401  E-mail:  stmattumc@earthlink.net 

•  GOLDSBORO  -  Rev.  Butch  Huffman 

420  Bennett  Drive,  Selma.  NC  27576 

Phone:  919-965-2767  E-mail:  butchhuffman@nccumc.org 

•  GREENVILLE  -  Rev.  Adrian  Sawyer 

First  UMC,  RO.  Box  715,  Washington,  NC  27889 

Phone:  252-946-3311  E-mail:  asawyer@nccumc.org 

•  NEW  BERN  -  Rev.  Carolyn  Roy 

2953  Belgrade/Swansboro  Road.  Maysville,  NC  28555 
Phone:  910-743-3041  E-mail:  cnbroy@nccumc.org 

•  RALEIGH  -  Rev.  jo  Elaine  Harris 

St.  Mark's  UMC,  4801  Six  Forks  Road.  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
Phone:  919-787-0544,  Ext.  19  E-mail:  joelaine@nccumc.org 

•  ROCKINGHAM  -  Lawrence  Dye 
RO.  Box  122,  Hamlet,  NC  28345 
Phone:  910-582-2365 

•  ROCKY  MOUNT  -  Rev.  David  R  Haley 

Littleton  UMC,  RO.  Box  26,  Littleton,  NC  27850 

Phone:  252-586-5385  E-mail:  david.haley@att.net 

•  SANFORD  -  Rev.  Patricia  Sykes 

Jonesboro  UMC,  RO.  Box  2576,  Sanford,  NC  27331 
Phone:  919-775-7023  E-mail:  pssykes@visionet.org 

•  WILMINGTON  -  Rev.  William  Haddock,  Jr. 

Wrightsboro  UMC.  3300  N.  Kerr  Ave.,  Wilmington,  NC  28405 
Phone:  910-762-2583  E-mail:  revbillh@wrightsboroumc.org 


PLEASE  RETURN  THIS  FORM  TO  YOUR  DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARY  NO  LATER  THAN  JANUARY  31,  1001 
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RESOURCE  CENTER 


e-mail:  llbailey@nccumc.org 


BUILDING  CHURCHES.. .CHANGING  LIVES: 
THE  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB 

Our  Conference's  own  program  to  help  in  building  new 
churches  celebrates  50  years  of  ministry.  This  video 
describes  how  the  program  works  and  how  it  has  helped 
so  many  new  congregations.  2002  10  mins 

CHANGING  LIVES  IN  THE  NAME  OF  CHRIST 
(VCI508) 

Underwriting  Christian  mission  and  ministry  around  the 
world,  the  World  Service  Fund  is  the  "heart"  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church's  worldwide  effort.  The  main 
segment  of  this  video  is  6  minutes  long,  it  also  contains 
4  short  vignettes  showing  ministries  made  possible  by 
the  fund.  A  leader's  guide  listing  additional  resources 
available,  plus  ideas  on  how  to  use  this  video  with  a 
group  is  included.  2001  8  mins 

CURING  AFFLUENZA  SERIES  (VC230) 

Adults:  Tony  Campolo  leads  a  series  on  evaluating 
our  attitudes  towards  our  time,  our  money  and  our 
stuff.  Each  tape  is  20-25  minutes  long,  with 
discussion  questions  following  the  viewing  available 
in  the  study  guide.  1998  150  mins 

DAY  OF  NEW  BEGINNINGS,  A  (VCI285) 

Adults:  "The  voices  and  actions  of  persons  inspired  and 
nurtured  by  United  Methodist  gifts  tell  the  stories  of  50 
years  of  mission  and  ministry"  of  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church.  1 998  24  mins 

FOUNDATIONS  FOR  DISCIPLESHIP: 
STEWARDSHIP 

(VCI282) 

Adults:  The  Stewardship  portion  of  the  video  "Foundation 
for  Discipleship."  Focus  is  on  work  areas  for  stewardship 
and  finance  and  how  they  can  work  together  as  a  team. 

I  3  mins 

THINKING  THEOLOGICALLY  ABOUT  MONEY 
(BK406) 

A  small  group  study  for  youth,  this  resource  explores 
negative  and  positive  effects  on  money,  attitudes  towards 
persons  based  on  financial  resources,  the  reality  of  check 
and  credit  card  debt,  what  is  tithing  and  more. 

6  sessions  44  pgs,  2004 

MONEY  TALKS:  10  BIBLE-BASED  SESSIONS 
ON  MAKING,  SAVING,  AND  SPENDING  MONEY 
(BK  347) 

"God  has  much  to  say  about  how  we  get,  give,  save,  and 
spend  money."  A  resource  for  youth  workers  on  what 
the  Bible  says  about  using  our  money  wisely.  CD  with 
optional  support  materials  is  included.       144  pgs,  2003 


NEW  BEGINNINGS:  MY  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
GIVING:  STEWARDSHIP  AS  A  WAY  OF  LIFE 
(KIT49) 

Paul  Wilkes  leads  this  brand  new  series  designed  to  lead 
the  congregation  through  an  experience  or  learning, 
prayer,  fellowship,  and  discernment.  All  material  needed 
are  included  in  the  mult-media  kit.  2005 

GIVING  AND  THE  GOSPEL  (VCI498) 

Hosted  by  Herb  Mather,  several  laypeople  give  their  faith 
stories  concerning  their  experience  with  Christian  Giving. 
It  comes  with  a  guide  book  which  includes  ways  to  use 
the  video  with  groups  such  as:  committees  on  finance, 
Administrative  committees  and  Sunday  School  classes. 

1997  10  mins 

JOURNEY  OF  YOUR  MISSION  DOLLAR  (VCI355) 

Adults:  A  brief  history  of  women  dedicated  to  Mission  and 
traces  pledge-to-mission  gifts  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

1996  16  mins 

LEADING  EDGE:  HOW  TO  INCREASE  GIVING 
IN  YOUR  CHURCH  (VC606) 

Adults:  In  this  training  video,  George  Bama  gives 
information  to  help  churches  learn  'how  to  increase 
awareness  and  encourage  good  stewardship'. 

1996  60  mins 

LIVING  THE  LIFE!  (VC656) 

Adults:  "Congregations  Answering  Christ's  Call  to  be  in 
Mission."  At  times  stunning,  joyous  and  insightful,  this 
three-part  video  lets  us  celebrate  the  excitement  and 
challenges  congregations  have  faced  in  reaching  out  and 
along  the  way,  find  encouragement  to  seek  out  our  own 
path  to  mission.  Study  guide  is  included  for  use  with  one 
or  all  parts.  1996  45  mins 

LIVING  WITH  MONEY:  ADULT  EDUCATION 
PROGRAM  FOR  ADULTS  (KIT30) 

This  program  challenges  participants  to  examine 
money  and  its  use  in  the  context  of  their  Christian 
faith.  It  is  divided  into  4  parts:  What  is  Money?  Know 
Your  Money  Life,  Making  Peace  with  Money;  Balancing 
Life's  Ledger.  A  Leader's  guide  and  example  of  a 
Participant's  guide  are  included.  2003  43  mins 

MANAGING  GOD'S  GOOD  GIFTS  (VCI200) 

Adults:  8  Sessions,  9  minutes  each  A  nine  lesson  program 
on  themes  of  stewardship:  Good  News,  Contentment, 
Generosity,  Money,  Accumulation,  Estate  Planning,  Skills- 
Abilities-Time,  Creation.  Video  contains  discussion 
starters  for  themes  outlined  in  detail  in  the  leader's 
guide.  Lessons  may  be  used  as  an  entire  program  for  a 
study  group  or  individually.  76  mins 


continued. . . 
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MATERIAL  GIVING  (VCI626) 

Shows  how  you  can  make  a  difference  by  sharing  the 
simple  things  such  as  hygiene  and  school  supplies  through 
UMCOR's  material  resource  ministry.        2003  5  mins 

MONEY  TALKS 

General:  One  day  during  worship  a  person  puts  $1 .00  in 
the  collection  plate  and  it  starts  to  talk  back!  How  the 
dollars  given  to  the  church  are  used  is  the  rest  of  this 
story  on  video.  1991  20  mins 

MOVE  TOWARDS  THE  LIGHT:  DISCIPLE  BIBLE 
OUTREACH  20  MINUTES  (VCI460) 

Youth-Adult:  Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  is  reaching 
out  to  inmates  in  prisons  all  across  North  Carolina.  This 
video  tells  the  story  of  this  inspiring  ministry.  2001  20  mins 

MULTIPLY  GOD'S  LOVE:  A  SENSE  OF 
BELONGING  (VCI205) 

Adults:  Along  with  the  booklet,  Multiply  God's  Love,  this 
video  explains  how  the  structure  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  organized  to  help  in  so  many  mission 
fields,  support  of  clergy,  strengthening  faith  and  caring  in 
families  and  communities.  Especially  helpful  for  new 
membership  classes  and  leadership  groups.  1997  7  mins 

PENTECOST  JOURNEY  (VC 1411) 

Adults  Pentecost  Journey:  A  companion  video  about 
Hispanic  ministries  helps  congregations  learn  about 
stereotypes  and  provides  models  of  ministry  that  have 
been  successful  in  helping  churches  and  communities 
grow  and  minister  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1999  93  mins 

PLANTING  SEEDS:  KOREAN-AMERICAN 
MISSION  (VC  1313) 

Spotlights  the  growth  of  United  Methodist  Korean- 
American  congregations  and  missions  in  the  U.S. 

1999  14  mins 

QUESTIONS  OF  FAITH  V,  TAPE  2:  WHO'S 
MONEY  IS  IT?  (VCI346) 

The  panel  discusses  the  following  questions:  Why  is  it 
hard  for  us  to  talk  about  money?,  What  does  your  faith 
have  to  do  with  your  money?  How  can  we  be  faithful  in  a 
consumer  society?  2000  19  mins 

SHARING  GOD'S  GIFTS:  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  2004  (VCI69I) 

Aportionments  translate  into  Mission  and  Ministries, 
an  overview  of  the  work  being  done  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  featuring  our  The  North 
Carolina  Conference.  Age:  SYASr  7  mins 

STEWARD:  LIVING  AS  DISCIPLES  IN 
EVERYDAY  LIFE  (KIT 1 4) 

A  twelve-week  sudy  resource  for  small  groups  in  local 
congregations.  Biblical  understandings  of  the  role  of 
Steward  as  the  faithful  response  of  Christian  Disciples 
are  studied.  The  kit  contains  a  training  manual  and 
Leader's  Guide,  a  training  video,  participant's  Manual  and 
Session  videos.  A  introductory  tape  is  available. 

2003  200  mins 


SUPPORTING  LEADERSHIP  FOR  LIFE  (VCI5I0) 

Adults:  The  Black  College  Fund:  Students  and  graduates 
emphasize  the  importance  of  educating  students  for  a 
lifetime  of  sharing.  Includes  4,  60-90  second  vignettes. 
Use  for  worship  or  leadership  training.       2001  8  mins 

THROUGH  THE  EYES  OF  CHILDREN: 

50  YEARS  OF  ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF  SHARING 

(VCI628) 

This  video  has  historical  information  and  testimonies 
of  adults  who  remember  being  helped  as  chidren.  As 
a  contrast  it  also  presents  present  day  children  and 
their  perceptions  of  what  the  relief  needs  are  in  the 
world  today.  1999  10  mins 

WESLEY  ON  GIVING  (VCI202) 

Adults:  This  video,  book  and  leader's  guide  were 
developed  as  a  resource  for  clergy  study  groups,  but  can  be 
adapted  for  use  by  congregational  studies.  The  three 
sessions  are:  On  Wealth,  Rules  for  the  Use  of  Wealth,  and 
Fundamentals  of  Giving."  Includes  Bishop  Ken  Carder's 
study  paper,  "Giving  from  a  Wesleyan  Perspective". 24  mins 

YOU  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE:  UMCOR  (VCI20I) 

Adults:  This  video  from  UMCOR  helps  local  churches 
learn  more  about  "the  plight  of  refugees  and  displaced 
persons  around  the  globe"  and  ways  in  which  [theyj  can 
join  in  the  efforts  to  rebuild  lives.  1999  17  mins 

GOOD  $ENSE,  BIBLICAL  FINANCIAL 
PRINCIPLES  FOR  TRANSFORMING  YOUR 
FINANCES  AND  LIFE  (KIT  50) 

This  program  by  Dick  Towner  and  John  Tofilon  "will  help 
the  people  in  your  church  discover  tools  and  develop 
skills  that  enable  them  to  control  their  finances  rather 
than  allowing  their  finances  to  control  them.  They'll 
receive  practical  help  and  guidance  to:  Prioritize  financial 
goals,  develop  a  personalized  spending  plan,  identify 
action  steps  to  reduce  expenses,  reduce  debt...  and 
much  more.  This  is  a  preview  packet  for  churches 
considering  participating  in  this  program.  2003 

ZOE  MINISTRY:  THE  ZIMBABWE  ORPHANS 
ENDEAVOR  (DVD32) 

Rev.  Greg  Jenks,  director  of  the  NC  Conference  outreach 
ministry  to  the  children  of  Zimbabwe,  explains  the  hopes 
for  the  ZOE  ministry  program.  Real  stories  are  told;  real 
needs  are  explained. 

LOOSE  CONNECTIONS:  TIGHTEN  UP  YOUR 
CONNECTIONS  WITH  GOD  (VCI787) 

Does  Jesus  want  our  cash  or  our  hearts?  This  drama  skit 
explores  that  question.  Could  we  have  an  encounter  with 
Christ  in  the  "garages"  of  our  everyday  lives?      1 5  mins 

WIDOW'S  MITE,  THE  (VCI757) 

"At  the  heart,  generosity  involves  letting  go  of  possession* 
or  of  oneself."  Joyful  giving  is  a  mystery  to  one  woman, 
who  must  learn  it  from  an  unlikely  source.         28  mins 

RESOURCE  CENTER 

e-mail:  llbailey@nccumc.org 
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CONFERENCE    RESOURCE  PERSONS 


Would  you  like  to  have  someone  come  interpret  the  conference  budget 
and  programs  and  services  made  possible  through  outreach  giving? 

Call  Sharon  Strother,  Conference  Treasurer,  or  Bill  Norton,  Director  of  Communications,  at 
9 1 9-832-9560  or  I  -800-849-4433  to  arrange  consultation. 


CONFERENCE  TREASURER/BUSINESS  MANAGER 

Ms.  Sharon  E.  Strother,  CPA 

treasurer@nccumc.org 

CONTROLLER 

Ms.  Christine  Dodson,  CPA 

Christine@nccumc.org 

COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE 

&  ADMINISTRATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Ferrell  Blount 

RO.  Box  850 
Bethel,  NC  27812 
fblount@greenvillenc.com 
252-825-3701 

VICE  PRESIDENT 
Rev.  Danny  G.  Allen 

RO.  Box  1 388 

New  Bern,  NC  28563- 1  388 

revdannyallen@earthlink.net 

252-637-4181 

CABINET  REPRESENTATIVE 
Rev.  Marshall  R.  Old 

SECRETARY 
Ms.  Sylvia  Harriss 

205  Shady  Circle  Dr. 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27803 

TREASURER 

Ms.  Sharon  E.  Strother,  CPA 

MINISTERIAL  RELATIONS 

DIRECTOR 

Dr.  Paul  L.  Lee  I  and 

pleeland@nccumc.org 

CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 
DIRECTOR 

Dr.  Stephen  C.  Compton 

scompton@nccumc.org 


(unless  otherwise  noted,  persons  can  be  reached  at  The  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh,  919-832-9560  or  1-800-849- 
4433,  Monday-Friday,  8:30am-4 :30pm) 


CONNECTIONAL  MINISTRIES 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith 

cmsmith@nccumc.org 

MINISTRY  DIRECTORS 

CHILDREN'S  &  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
Ms.  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 

senicholson@nccumc.org 

COMMUNICATIONS, 

STEWARDSHIP  &  LAITY 

Mr.  Wilburn  L.  (Bill)  Norton,  Jr. 

bnorton@nccumc.org 

HISPANIC/LATINO  MINISTRIES 
Mrs.  Cookie  Santiago 

csantiago@nccumc.org 

MEDIA  CENTER,  ARCHIVES,  CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION 

Mrs.  Laura  Bailey 

llbailey@nccumc.org 

M.E.R.C.I. 

Mr.  Tom  Hroza 

686  Community  Drive 
Goldsboro,  NC  27530 
merci@nccumc.org 
888-440-9167 

MISSIONS  DEVELOPMENT 
Mr.  Steve  Taylor 

staylor@nccumc.org 

MULTICULTURAL  MINISTRIES 
Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson 

ljohnson@nccumc.org 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Mr.  Lynn  James 

ijames@nccumc.org 

COMMISSION  ON  STEWARDSHIP 

CHAIRPERSON 
Dr.  Robert  Kretzu 

5123  Revere  Drive 
Durham,  NC277I3 
bkretzu@nccumc.org 
9 1 9-544- 1 078 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  BUILDING,  RALEIGH,  NC 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  BUILDING,  RALEIGH,  NC 

Monday-Friday;  8:30AM-4:30PM 
Phone:  9 1 9-832-9560  or  I  -800-849-4433 
FAX  (available  all  hours):  919-834-7989 

THE  MEDIA  CENTER 
DIRECTOR 
Laura  Bailey 

919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433,  extension  264 
llbailey@nccumc.org 

website:  www.nccumc.org/media-center/index.htm 

INFOSERVE,  UMCOM 
1-888-346-3862 

ECUFILM 

1-888-346-3862 

CURRIC-U-PHONE,  UM  PUBLISHING  HOUSE 

I -800-25 1 -859 1 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY 

704-452-2881  or  1-800-222-4930 


SERWCE  CENTER  FOR  THE 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 

1-800-305-9857 

WEBSITES 

N.  C.  CONFERENCE 
www.nccumc.org 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

www.umc.org 

www.umcgiving.org 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
www.gbgm-umc.org 

IGNITING  MINISTRY 
www.ignitingministry.org 

NC  CONFERENCE  TREASURER 
www.nccumc.org/treasurer 


TO  ORDER  BENEVOLENCE  PROMOTION  RESOURCES 
OR  SPECIAL  SUNDAY  MATERIALS  1-888-346-3862 
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Bob  Kretzu  (left  gesturing  with  hands)  talks  about  personal  financial  stewardship 
during  one  of  the  optional  courses  offered  as  part  of  the  stewardship  seminar  for 
pastors  new  to  the  conference.  Kretzu  is  chair  of  the  conference  stewardship  com- 
mission. (NC  Conference  photo  by  Bill  Norton) 

Variety  of  resources  available 
from  Stewardship  Commission 


Three  times  a  year,  lay  and  clergy 
from  all  over  Eastern  North  Caroli- 
na gather  in  Raleigh  to  determine  the 
Stewardship  needs  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  prioritize  them,  and 
address  them. 

While  the  commission  has  long 
recognized  that  Stewardship  is  about 
"prayers,  presence,  gifts  &  service,"  the 
most  pressing  needs,  and  therefore  the 
highest  priorities,  have  had  to  do  with 
money  issues. 


The  biggest  annual  event  for  the 
commission  is  the  Stewardship  Seminar 
for  new  pastors. 

The  goals  for  this  three-day  pastoral 
retreat  are: 

1 .  Help  new  pastors  understand  the 
Biblical  and  theological  dimen- 
sions of  stewardship. 

2.  Raise  new  pastors'  awareness  of 
stewardship  issues  in  their  per- 

See  "Resources,  "page  2 


Qualities  of 
a  Christian 
steward 

To  lead  others  to  Christian  steward- 
ship, prayerfully  study  the  qualities  of 
the  Christian  steward  and  the  biblical 
references  to  them.  (All  references  are 
from  the  New  Revised  Standard  Ver- 
sion of  the  Bible.) 

A  Christian  steward 
is  compassionate. 

Christian  stewards  are  caretakers  and 
caregivers.  They  concern  themselves 
with  the  distribution  of  gifts  and  re- 
sources so  that  all  might  benefit  (Gene- 
sis 2:4-9;  Matthew  14:13-21;  Matthew 
25:31-46;  1  Corinthians  12:12-28; 
James  2:14-17).  "Now  you  are  the  body 
of  Christ  and  individually  members  of 
it  (1  Corinthians  12:27)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  content. 

Christian  stewards  acknowledge  that 
their  strength  comes  from  God  through 
whom  they  can  do  all  things  regardless 
of  how  many  or  how  few  material  pos- 
sessions they  have  (Philippians  4:11-13; 

See  "Qualities,  "page  5 


Why  do  Christians  avoid  talking  about  stewardship? 

A  perspective  from  the  Stewardship  Commission  chair 


By  Bob  Kretzu  * 

One  reason  many  Christians  avoid 
the  subject  of  stewardship  is  they  only 
hear  the  word  "stewardship"  when 
church  leaders  want  more  money.  An- 
other reason  may  be  that  they  feel  de- 
fensive about  our  money. 

Christians  fall  far  short  of  a  tithe 
(10%),  averaging  about  2%  in  chari- 
table giving.  A  reason  for  this  low  per- 
centage of  giving  is  many  Christians 
feel  they  are  no  better  off  financially 
than  non-Christians.  The  feeling  is,  "If 
I  give  more  I  will  have  less." 

One  young  man  declined  my  Gos- 
pel invitation  because,  he  said,  "Being 
a  Christian  means  no  fun,  no  friends, 
no  money." 

In  contrast,  Jesus  says,  "I  have  said 
thest  things  to  you  so  that  my  joy  may 
be  in  you,  and  that  your  joy  may  be 


complete."  (John  15:11  NRSV),  "I 
have  called  you  friends."  (John  15:15 
NRSV),  and  "I  came  that  they  may 
have  life,  and  have  it  abundantly." 
Qohn  10:10  NRSV). 

I'm  afraid  we  haven't  done  a  very 
good  job  of  training  Christians  to  live 
joyful,  friend-filled,  abundant  lives. 
There  are  proven  Christian  principles 
that  can  guide  us  into  this  kind  of  liv- 
ing if  we  practice  them. 

These  practices  are  not  just  financial. 
They  include  "prayers,  presence,  gifts 
and  service."  Yes,  these  are  the  vows 
(sacred  promises)  made  when  joining 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Faithful 
prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  service  are 
what  make  us  good  stewards. 

As  Christians,  we  believe  that  every- 
thing we  have,  even  our  lives,  belong  to 
God.  Stewards  are  those  who  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  things  that 


belong  to  someone  else.  Good  stewards 
are  those  who  take  good  care  of  every- 
thing entrusted  to  them.  When  we  take 
good  care  of  all  that  God  has  given  us, 
we  experience  an  extra  blessing  of  God's 
favor. 

One  reason  we  have  not  done  a  very 
good  job  of  training  laity  in  steward- 
ship is  that  we  have  also  failed  to  train 
our  clergy  in  these  practices.  Yes,  clergy 
also  struggle  although  they  may  be  re- 
luctant to  admit  it. 

Perhaps  the  healthiest  thing  we  can 
do  as  both  laity  and  clergy,  then,  is  to 
confess  that  we  have  not  been  good 
stewards.  Once  we  humble  ourselves 
before  God  and  each  other,  we  open  the 
door  to  the  transforming  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  God  will  do  in  us  what  we 
have  been  unable  to  do  on  our  own. 

See  "Why  Avoid?" page  2 
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Resources  available 
from  Stewardship 
Commission 

continued from  page  1 

sonal  lives  and  ministries 

3.  Motivate  new  pastors  to  imple- 
ment good  stewardship  practices 
in  their  homes  and  churches. 

4.  Familiarize  new  pastors  with 
stewardship  resources  that  are 
available  to  assist  them. 

5.  Orient  pastors  to  Conference  fi- 
nances and  their  responsibilities. 

6.  Survey  new  pastors  to  determine 
what  their  greatest  stewardship 
training  needs  are. 

The  stewardship  commission  pro- 
vides "Good  $ense"  budget  course 
training  events  at  the  local  church,  dis- 
trict and  conference  levels.  It  also  works 
together  with  other  conference  bodies 
to  address  stewardship  issues  of  shared 
concern.  In  addition,  the  commission  is 
working  on  other  projects  such  as  the 
Bishop's  Youth  and  Child  Stewardship 
Emphasis  and  the  formation  of  District 
stewardship  teams. 

The  commission  is  also  developing 
stewardship  leader  qualifications  and 
recognition,  reviewing  new  materials, 
and  developing  materials  to  assist  with 
stewardship  issues  in  the  local  church. 


Karl  Zorowski 


Copyright  2006  Karl  A.  Zorowski.  All  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at:  www.zorowski.com/churchmice. 


Why  avoid  the  subject  of  Stewardship?  continued  from  page  1 


The  following  are  areas  of  steward- 
ship we  typically  struggle  with.  We 
can't  do  everything  at  once,  and  guilt 
can  overwhelm  us.  My  suggestion  is 
that  first,  you  choose  one  or  two  areas 
you  would  like  to  grow  in.  Second,  find 
someone  who  will  pray  for  you  and 
hold  you  accountable.  Remember  that 
we  cannot  do  any  of  these  things  apart 
from  the  grace  of  God  and  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Trust  God  to  help  you. 


Prayer 


We  sing  "Sweet  hour  of  prayer."  Jesus 
says,  "Can  you  not  pray  with  me  one 
hour?"  Are  you  too  busy  to  pray?  Do 
you  feel  uncomfortable  with  sponta- 
neous prayer?  Are  your  prayers  merely 
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a  wish  list  for  God?  Have  you  made 
thanksgiving,  confession  and  waiting 
a  part  of  your  prayer  life?  Have  you 
learned  to  enjoy  praying  together  with 
other  Christians?  Do  you  pray  for  the 
people  on  your  church  prayer  list,  or 
only  add  names  to  it?  Do  you  pray  for 
those  in  authority  over  you  in  church 
and  government? 

Many  Christians  have  discovered  the  joy 
and  power  of  learning  to  rise  early  in  the 
morning  to  pray  for  an  hour.  Do  you  have  a 
regular  time  of  devotions  with  your  family? 
People  learn  by  example. 

Presence 

Not  only  are  we  too  busy  for  God, 
but  we  are  too  busy  for  each  other. 
Many  Christians  think  they  don't  need 
to  be  present  at  church.  We  have  be- 
come an  association  of  individuals, 
rather  than  a  community  of  faith.  Fam- 
ilies no  longer  eat  together  at  home. 
Marriages  drift  apart  from  neglect.  Kids 
are  left  to  watch  TV,  surf  the  Internet, 
or  play  video  games.  We  burn  out  from 
over-commitment. 

God  created  the  Sabbath  so  that  we 
wouldn't  work  all  the  time.  He  wants  us 
to  take  time  to  rest,  to  be  present  with 
one  another  and  to  enjoy  Him.  It  used 
to  be  that  stores  were  closed  on  Sun- 
days. Today,  many  stores  are  open  24 
hours,  7  days  a  week. 

Even  when  we  are  together,  are  we 
fully  present  with  each  other?  Are  we 
listening  to  each  other  or  thinking  of 
the  next  thing  we  want  to  say?  Do  we 
visit  in  each  others'  homes? 

A  common  complaint  of  parishio- 
ners is  that  pastors  no  longer  visit.  Con- 
gregations rightly  expect  that  clergy  will 
visit  regularly  in  their  homes,  in  the 
hospital,  in  nursing  homes  and  in  pris- 
ons. Clergy  rightly  expect  that  congre- 
gations will  assist  them.  We  are  all  given 
24  hours  in  a  day.  None  of  us  knows 
how  many  days  we  have.  God  will  re- 
quire us  to  give  an  account  of  how  we 
have  spent  the  time  He  has  given  us 
here  on  Earth. 

Gifts 

Finances  are  a  gift  from  God,  regard- 
less of  the  amount  of  hard  work.  The 
tithe  is  often  considered  a  test  of  faith. 


People  taking  that  step  of  faith  find  that 
God  works  a  miracle;  instead  of  having 
less,  there  is  more.  An  individual  may 
not  tithe  because  he  or  she  is  over- 
whelmed by  debt.  The  debtor  is  slave  to 
the  lender.  God  will  deliver  individuals 
from  bondage  to  debt  if  his  assistance  is 
requested  through  prayer  and  his  laws 
are  obeyed. 

The  mind  is  a  gift  from  God  and 
should  be  used  in  ways  that  please  God. 
He  wants  to  transform  believers  by  the 
renewal  of  minds.  He  can  only  do  that 
if  time  is  spent  reading  and  studying 
the  Bible.  Filling  the  mind  with  impure 
thoughts  and  images  is  a  waste  of  a  gift 
from  God... and  a  mind  is  a  terrible 
thing  to  waste. 

The  body  is  a  gift  from  God.  The 
Bible  teaches  that  the  body  is  a  temple 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  God  prohibits  sexual 
relations  outside  of  marriage  because 
He  created  sex  as  a  gift  and  wants  to 
protect  believers  from  harm.  Fasting 
and  abstinence  are  Christian  disciplines 
that  teach  the  body  to  obey  the  spirit. 

The  wotld  is  a  gift  from  God.  Be- 
ing a  good  steward  includes  adopting  a 
lifestyle  and  congregational  ethic  that  is 
Earth-friendly. 

Service 

Service  and  ministry  are  synonyms. 
God  has  a  ministry  for  every  Christian. 
We  are  not  called  to  do  everything. 
But  we  are  all  called  to  do  something. 
When  we  focus  on  our  own  "needs,"  we 
become  more  and  more  unhappy.  But 
when  we  give  ourselves  to  serve  others 
we  find  the  happiness  that  had  eluded 
us.  The  Church  exists  to  serve  those 
outside  of  the  congregation. 

"I  promise  to  support  the  church 
with  my  prayers,  presence,  gifts  & 
service."  Yes,  these  are  the  vows  made 
when  joining  the  Church.  Fulfilling 
these  vows  through  good  stewardship 
is  the  key  to  prosperity  beyond  under- 
standing. "Beloved,  I  pray  that  all  may 
go  well  with  you  and  that  you  may  be 
in  good  health,  just  as  it  is  well  with 
your  soul."  (3  John  1:2  NRSV) 

*  Bob  Kretzu  is  chair  of  the  Conference 
Stewardship  Commission  and  pastor  oj 
Parkwood  UMC  in  Durham. 
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Stewardship  resources  are  available  on  the  Internet 


Many  resources  are  available  online 
in  the  area  of  stewardship.  Here  are  a 
few  suggestions  from  the  chair  of  the 
Conference  Stewardship  Commission: 
•  Our  own  United  Methodist  Church 
has  a  national  office  for  Stewardship 
in  Nashville.  Their  mission  is  to  en- 
courage the  joy  of  generous  giving 
in  congregations  and  individuals  by 
providing  church  leaders  with  excep- 
tional stewardship  resources,  train- 


Children  and 
youth  can  be 
good  stewards 

By  Madison  Hankal  * 

Stewardship  training  for  children 
and  youth  should  focus  on  teaching 
them  how  to  make  choices:  stewardship 
is  about  how  we  live  in  God's  world  and 
how  we  use  our  gifts  from  God. 

It  is  important  not  to  impose  adult 
expectations  of  generosity  on  children 
and  youth:  Respect  the  normal  devel- 
opmental stages  of  children.  Generosity 
and  empathy  (the  foundations  for  faith- 
ful stewardship)  are  fostered  primarily 
through  the  environment  of  relation- 
ships provided  for  children  and  youth 
in  the  church. 

Stewardship  training  for  children 
and  youth  should  help  make  the  con- 
nection between  the  giving  of  self  and 
the  giving  of  money  (resources)  and 
provide  opportunities  for  children  and 
youth  to  serve  through  the  ministries  of 
the  church. 

Teaching  the  Wesleyan  principles  for 
the  use  of  money  ("Earn  all  you  can, 
save  all  you  can,  give  all  you  can.")  pro- 
vides an  excellent  stewardship  founda- 
tion to  any  money  management  skills 
that  are  taught  through  the  church. 

*  Madison  Hankal  is  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Stewardship  Commission  and 
is  pastor  of  Trinity  UMC  in  New  Bern. 

Suggested  Reading 
on  Stewardship 

From  the  Stewardship  Commission 

Money,  Possessions  and  Eternity 
by  Randy  Alcorn 

Master  Your  Money  by  Ron  Blue 

Your  Finances  in  Changing  Times 
by  Larry  Burkett 

How  To  Get  Out  Of  Debt,  Stay  Out 
Of  Debt,  And  Live  Prosperously 
by  Jerrold  Mundis 

The  Stewardship  of  Life  by  Kirk  Nowery 

Financial  Peace  Revisited  and  The  Total 
Money  Makeover  by  Dave  Ramsey 


ing,  and  consultation.  Go  to  www. 
gbod.org/stewardship.  The  site  has 
resources  for  all  ages.  The  "Steward- 
ship Nuggets"  article  below  is  an  ex- 
ample of  resources  available  for  par- 
ents and  educators. 
Our  Conference  Media  Center  has 
an  excellent  list  of  resources  related 
to  stewardship.  Go  to  www.nccumc. 
org/media-center.;  select  On-Line 
Catalog;  search  using  "stewardship." 
The  Christian  Stewardship  Associa- 
tion is  the  official  training  arm  of  the 
National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 
On  their  Web  site,  www.stewardship. 
org  are  all  sorts  of  articles  and  resourc- 
es helping  teach  stewardship. 
Crown    Financial    Ministries,  the 


grandfather  of  financial  ministries, 
was  founded  by  the  late  Larry  Bur- 
kett. Crown  offers  online  financial 
tools  at  http://www.crown.org/tools/. 
You  can  calculate  a  good  budget,  find 
out  how  much  you  really  pay  in  cred- 
it card  interest  costs,  and  more. 
Financial  Peace  University  is  one 
resource  offered  by  the  humorous 
Dave  Ramsey.  He  has  a  popular  radio 
show,  books,  and  children's  resources 
from  a  Christian  perspective.  Go  to 
http://www.daveramsey.com.  If  you 
want  to  make  personal  financial  edu- 
cation fun,  this  is  the  place  to  go. 
The  Mint  offers  tools  for  parents. 
Teaching  young  kids  about  money 
sounds  simple  enough:  everything's 


pretty  much  small  change  and  piggy 
banks,  right?  Yes  and  no.  To  help 
your  child  start  thinking  about  mon- 
ey, build  a  foundation  that  includes 
managing  money.  And  that's  more 
than  just  allowing  your  child  to  im- 
pulsively spend  the  money  that's 
burning  a  hole  in  his  or  her  pocket. 
Go  to  www.themint.org. 
Good  Sense  is  a  financial  steward- 
ship ministry  developed  at  Willow 
Creek  to  support  the  pastor  in  the  of- 
ten difficult  ministry  of  encouraging 
the  congregation  to  honor  God  with 
their  money  and  possessions.  In  the 
process,  money  is  removed  as  a  rival 
god  and  barrier  to  spiritual  growth. 
Go  to  www.goodsenseministry.com. 


Stewardship  nuggets 
for  families  and  children:  Reflective  giving 


By  Ruth  M.  Blum 

"Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always;  again  I  will  say,  Rejoice.  Let 
your  gentleness  be  known  to  everyone.  The  Lord  is  near.  Do 
not  worry  about  anything  but  in  everything  by  prayer  and 
supplication  with  thanksgiving  let  your  requests  be  made 
known  to  God.  And  the  peace  of  God,  which  surpasses  all 
understanding,  will  guard  your  hearts  and  your  minds  in 
Christ  fesus.  Finally,  beloved,  whatever  is  true,  whatever 
is  honorable,  whatever  is  just,  whatever  is  pure,  whatever 
is  pleasing,  whatever  is  commendable,  if  there  is  anything 
worthy  of  praise  think  about  these  things.  Keep  on  doing  the 
things  that  you  have .  .  .  seen  in  me,  and  the  God  of  peace 
will  be  with  you. "  -  Philippians  4:4-9,  NRSV 

Background 

Many  churches  are  in  the  midst  of  an  annual  finan- 
cial campaign  during  the  fall.  Often  we  overlook  the  im- 
portant opportunity  to  teach  children  about  money  and 
giving  during  these  campaigns.  We  perceive  that  chil- 
dren are  not  very  aware  of  our  remarks  regarding  money. 
When  discussing  either  the  church  budget  or  personal 
giving,  we  should  remind  our  children  and  ourselves  of 
the  true  meaning  of  Christian  stewardship. 

Activity 

Have  markers  and  large  easel  tablet  paper  to  form  a 
list.  Call  together  a  family  meeting.  List  all  the  com- 
mendable activities  you  have  experienced  as  a  family  in 
your  local  church  during  the  past  year.  Now,  think  about 
all  of  the  ways  that  your  local  church  has  changed  the 
lives  of  other  people  in  the  congregation,  in  the  commu- 
nity, and  around  the  world.  Add  these  to  your  list.  Pray 
together  as  a  family  for  the  mission  and  vision  of  your 
church  and  for  all  the  people  who  will  be  touched  by  its 
ministry  and  outreach. 

Sample  Prayer 

Lord,  we  have  so  much  to  be  grateful  for  in  our  daily 
lives.  Help  us  to  see  and  hear  where  we  can  be  at  our  best 
in  our  church  family.  Help  us  to  listen  carefully  to  your 
vision  and  mission  for  our  lives  and  for  the  life  of  the 
church  community.  Amen. 

Send  a  note  of  thanks  to  the  church  treasurer,  the 
finance  committee  chairperson,  the  money  counters, 
and  other  volunteers  for  the  time  and  effort  that  they 


provide  in  overseeing  the  financial  management  of  the 
church.  Remind  yourself  and  your  family  that  because 
of  the  financial  giving  of  church  members,  your  family 
benefits  from  the  programs  of  the  church.  More  impor- 
tantly, remind  one  another  of  God's  call  on  our  lives  to 
give  a  portion  of  our  assets  back  to  God  as  a  response  to 
God's  goodness  in  our  own  lives.  Send  a  note  of  thanks 
to  the  church  staff  for  their  leadership  with  these  various 
programs. 

Invite  each  family  member  to  discuss  his  or  her  finan- 
cial commitment  to  the  church  with  the  other  family 
members.  Break  the  silence  on  money  discussions  — 
talk  about  giving  in  an  open,  honest  family  discussion. 
Celebrate  your  financial  commitment  at  a  family  dinner 
with  candles,  tablecloth,  and  even  cloth  napkins.  Add 
additional  ways  in  which  family  members  intend  to  give 
of  themselves  to  the  church  over  the  year.  Examples  of 
responses  include: 

•  Brother  Trevor  will  sing  in  the  children's  choir  and  con- 
tribute ten  percent  of  his  allowance  to  the  church. 

•  Sister  Amanda  will  volunteer  as  an  acolyte,  will  regu- 
larly attend  a  youth  program,  and  will  contribute  ten 
percent  of  her  babysitting  earnings  to  the  church. 

•  Mom  will  read  a  daily  devotion,  usher  for  worship 
monthly,  and  serve  as  a  regular  liturgist. 

•  Dad  will  teach  the  second  grade  Sunday  School  class, 
volunteer  for  a  mission  project,  and  serve  as  a  confir- 
mation mentor. 

•  Together,  Mom  and  Dad  will  share  ten  percent  of 
their  monthly  income  to  the  regular  offering  and  in- 
vest an  additional  $3,000  in  the  capital  campaign. 

Prayer  of  Celebration  (Example) 

O  God,  it  is  with  great  joy  that  we  pray  to  you.  Thank 
you  for  Trevor's  gift  of  singing;  Amanda's  willingness  to 
give;  Mom's  daily  devotion  to  you,  Loving  God;  and 
Dad's  commitment  to  teach  and  to  mentor  children  and 
youth.  We  thank  you  for  our  financial  ability  to  give 
generously  to  the  mission  of  our  church.  In  Jesus'  name, 
we  pray.  Amen. 

Ruth  M.  Blum  is  an  ordained  Deacon  who  serves  as  Associ- 
ate Pastor  of  Children  and  Families  at  Dove  of  the  Desert 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Glendale,  Arizona. 

Copyright  ©  2005  The  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Used  with  permission. 
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Annual  stewardship  campaigns:  a  sampling  of  options 


This  listing  is  provided  as  a  resource 
for  church  leaders.  This  listing  of  firms 
does  not  claim  to  list  all  companies  that 
produce  resources  and  services  in  these 
areas.  The  list  is  not  to  be  construed  as 
an  endorsement  or  recommendation 
for  any  one  firm  or  program.  The  list- 
ing is  provided  for  informational  pur- 
poses only. 

Transformed  giving, 

realizing  your  church's  fill 

stewardship  potential 
Cokesbury  (ISBN  0-687-33435-7). 

•  This  approach  involves  six  weeks 
of  church-wide  focus  on  personal 
spiritual  growth  and  emphasizes  in- 
creased giving  as  a  response  to  deep- 
ening faith. 

•  The  program  can  be  used  by  congre- 
gations of  any  size  for  transformed 
giving. 

•  The  campaign  handbook  contains 
the  specific  week-by-week  plan  for 
the  campaign  as  well  as  the  underly- 
ing theological  perspectives. 

•  The  handbook  also  contains  cop- 
ies of  the  letters,  sample  elements, 
theme  graphics,  and  other  com- 
ponents available  on  the  Resource 
Toolkit  CD  for  customization  by  the 
congregation. 

New  Beginnings: 

My  Opportunity  for  Giving 

Paul  Wilkes,  1-800-936-0363 

•  My  Opportunity  for  Giving  has  a 
simple  —  yet  profound  —  goal:  To 
make  stewardship  a  way  of  life  for 
congregants. 

•  My  Opportunity  for  Giving  creates 
an  "attitude  of  gratitude"  by  carefully 
leading  members  through  a  thought- 
ful consideration  of  the  time,  the  tal- 
ent, and  the  treasure  they  have  been 
given  by  God. 

•  "Stewardship  —  It's  Already  in  Your 
Heart"  is  the  bold  —  but  certainly 
true  —  statement  that  underlies  the 
New  Beginnings  approach. 

Celebrate  the  Faith 

Leo  B.  Waynick,  Jr.,  LeWay  Resources, 
Inc.,  1-800-72-LEWAY 


•  Focuses  on  the  actions  people  can  take 
to  develop  a  strong  personal  faith. 

•  Invites  members  to  commit  them- 
selves to  one  or  more  faith  disciplines 
for  a  five-week  period. 

•  Encourages  financial  commitments 
being  received  on  Celebrate  the  Faith 
Sunday. 

In  the  Light  of  Grace 

Resource  Services,  Inc.,  1-800-527- 
6824 

•  A  two-Sunday  budget  program  with 
mailers  that  stimulate  congregations 
to  examine  giving  in  a  new  light. 

•  Lessons  and  seminars  further  help 
church  members  apply  stewardship 
to  their  daily  lives. 

•  All  the  components  build  toward  a 
special  churchwide  experience  called 
Commitment  Sunday. 

•  The  program  is  available  in  two  ver- 
sions: The  first  presents  the  Bible's 
precepts  on  tithing;  the  second  em- 
phasizes general  stewardship  and 
growth  in  giving. 

Living  Stewardship  Program 
1-800-443-2872 

•  Focuses  on  a  different  theme  each 
year. 

•  Provides  separate,  custom  printed 
material  for  targeted  audiences,  such 
as  current  contributing  members  and 
inactive  members. 

•  Enables  different  approaches  to  be 
used  in  reaching  various  segments  of 
the  congregation. 

•  Bases  pricing  on  church  membership. 

Celebrate  the  Gift 

Leo  B.  Waynick,  Jr.,  LeWay  Resources, 
Inc.,  1-800-72-LEWAY 

•  Helps  a  congregation  develop  a  joy- 
ous spirit  as  it  celebrates  the  gift  of 
faith,  the  gift  of  fellowship,  and  the 
gift  of  community. 

•  Focuses  on  prayer  connection  that 
unites  members  in  prayer  for  one  an- 
other. 

•  Helps  members,  using  celebration 
cards,  identify  positive  characteristics 
about  their  church,  its  members,  and 
its  mission  and  ministry. 


Cycles  of  Discipleship 
Jack  Phillips,  614-798-8943 

•  A  new,  innovative  year-round  stew- 
ardship program  —  not  a  one-time 
emphasis  —  based  on  three  annual 
renewal  cycles.  Each  cycle  is  designed 
for  a  four-month  period. 

•  Introduced  through  four  special  Sun- 
days —  Celebration  Sunday,  Vision 
Sunday,  A  Place  for  You  Sunday,  and 
Discipleship  Sunday. 

•  Motivates  people  to  give  as  a  response 
of  their  gratitude  for  God's  grace. 

•  Kit  includes  9  program  guides,  a 
training  video,  resource  materials 
CDROM,  age-graded  Discipleship 
Lessons,  and  online  support  with 
updates  and  resource  materials. 

Giving:  Growing  Joyful 
Stewards  in  Your  Congregation 

Ecumenical  Stewardship  Center, 
800-972-0433 

•  An  annual  journal  filled  with  stew- 
ardship articles,  including  a  basic  an- 
nual stewardship  campaign. 

•  Journal  offers  a  different  yearly  theme. 

•  The  journal  provides  an  announce- 
ment letter,  cover  letter  with  estimate 
of  giving  card,  financial  enlistment 
timeline,  and  other  theme  material 
(available  from  Cokesbury). 

Called  to  Serve 

Leo  B.  Waynick,  Jr.,  LeWay  Resources, 
Inc.,  1-800-72-LEWAY 

•  This  program  invites  the  congrega- 
tion to  explore  stewardship  as  it  re- 
lates to  vocation. 

•  Members  are  challenged  to  consider 
how  they  serve  Christ  in  the  church, 
in  the  community,  in  the  home,  in 
the  world,  and  in  the  workplace. 

•  The  program  culminates  with  vol- 
unteers telephoning  each  household 
to  discuss  the  church's  ministry  and 
each  household's  financial  commit- 
ments. 

The  New  Consecration  Sunday 
Herb  Miller,  1-800-672-1789 

•  A  self-directed  campaign  using  an 
outside  leader/speaker. 

•  Requires  a  meal  for  church  leaders 


Karl  Zorowski 


F0LK5,  THIS  MORNING  I'VE  GOT 
G00V  NEW5  AW  &AV  NEWS... 


THE  G000  NEW5  15  THAT  THE  CHURCH  HAS 
MORE  THAN  ENOUGH  M0NEV  FOR  OUR  NEW 
&UIIVING  PROJECT ! 


THE  15  THAT  ITS 

STILL  iN  YOUR  WALLETS  \ 


and  luncheon  for  the  congregation. 

•  Emphasizes  the  Christian  responsi- 
bility of  the  giver  to  give. 

•  Requires  that  estimate  of  giving  cards 
be  received  on  Consecration  Sunday. 

Courage  to  Care 

Leo  B.  Waynick,  Jr.,  LeWay  Resources, 
Inc.,  1-800-72-LEWAY 

•  Members  are  invited  to  commit 
themselves  to  at  least  one  act  of  car- 
ing through  a  "Care  Connection." 

•  Visitation  teams  share  with  members 
aspects  of  next  year's  program 

•  Well-trained  visitors  discuss  with 
members  the  ways  that  God  is  call- 
ing the  church  to  ministry. 

Quill:  The  Personal  Demonstra- 
tion Stewardship  Program 

Church  Fund-raising  Services,  Inc. 
1-800-826-2048 

•  Quill  focuses  on  a  personalized  ap- 
peal for  each  church  member. 

•  Manual  is  approx.  200  pages  with  high- 
ly detailed  step-by-step  directions. 

•  Handwritten  letters  on  personal  sta- 
tionary in  hand-addressed  envelopes 
mailed  to  self-selected  prospects  with 
the  personal  witness  of  the  author 
and  an  invitation  to  join  him/her  in 
increasing  giving  is  the  "mechanical 
secret"  of  Quill's  success. 

Unto  Us  Is  Given 

Leo  B.  Waynick,  Jr.,  LeWay  Resources, 
Inc.,  1-800-72-LEWAY 

•  Unto  Us  is  Given  is  rooted  in  the  be- 
lief that  God  gave  us  the  gift  of  Jesus 
"special  delivery." 

•  All  members  are  encouraged  to  focus 
on  receiving  God's  gifts  and  to  pass 
them  on  in  greater  abundance. 

•  On  Special  Delivery  Sunday,  teams 
make  a  special  delivery  of  an  Advent 
booklet  to  each  member's  home. 
During  visit,  the  team  offers  to  "spe- 
cial-deliver" the  member's  estimate 
of  giving  card  back  to  the  church. 

Used  with  permission  from  the  Center 
for  Christian  Stewardship  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Additional  resources 
available  at  www.stewardshipcenter.org. 


Copyright  2006  Karl  A.  Zorowski.  All  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at:  www.zorowski.com/churchmice. 


Did  you  know? 

•  Americans'  consumer  credit  debt 
was  more  than  $2.1  Trillion  as  of 
year  end  2004. 

•  Personal  savings  is  at  one  of  the  low- 
est levels  in  history,  2%,  a  decline 
from  7.5%  in  the  early  1980s. 

•  Only  26%  of  13-  to  21 -year-olds 
report  that  their  parents  taught 
them  how  to  manage  money. 

•  65%  of  high  school  seniors  failed 
an  exam  on  personal  finance  basics. 

Source:  A  2005  U.S.  Senate  Resolu- 
tion on  Financial  Literacy 
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Best  practices  for 
year-round  stewardship 


A  prayer  for  financial  stewardship 

Dear  God,  I  surrender  my  financial  affairs  and  concerns  about  money  to 
your  divine  care  and  love.  I  have  only  to  look  to  the  world  you  have  cre- 
ated to  see  proof  of  the  abundance  you  provide.  I  brought  nothing  into 
this  world  and  I  can  take  nothing  out.  All  that  I  have  belongs  to  you. 

I  commit  to  being  grateful  for  what  you  have  given  me.  I  know  that  it 
is  your  will  to  deliver  me  from  bondage  to  debt  and  to  prosper  me  so 
that  I  might  bless  others.  Your  Word  challenges  me  to  test  you  through 
tithing.  I  ask  that  you  remove  my  worries,  anxieties  and  fears  about 
money,  and  replace  them  with  faith,  wisdom  and  trust. 

Teach  me  to  manage  my  finances  wisely,  seeking  help  where  needed. 
And  finally,  I  ask  you  to  help  me  understand  your  purpose  for  my  life 
and  to  act  on  that  purpose  with  courage  and  strength.  I  know  that 
prosperity  will  come,  in  part,  by  doing  work  I  love.  Please  help  me  use 
the  gifts  you  have  given  me  to  be  of  service  in  the  world. 

Thank  you,  God.  Amen 
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lTimothy  6:6-10).  "I  can  do  all  things 
through  him  who  strengthens  me  (Phi- 
lippians  4:13)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  generous. 

Christian  stewards  give  whatever 
is  needed  and  whenever  it  is  needed 
(Proverbs  11:24-29;  Mark  10:17-22; 
Luke  12:13-21;  2  Corinthians  8:1-15; 
2  Corinthians  9:6-15;  Galatians  5:22- 
23;  1  Timothy  6:17-19).  "They  volun- 
tarily gave  according  to  their  means, 
and  even  beyond  their  means,  begging 
us  earnestly  for  the  privilege  of  sharing 
in  this  ministry  to  the  saints  (2  Corin- 
thians 8:3-4)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  grateful. 

Christian  stewards  value  what  has 
been  entrusted  to  their  care  and  protect 
and  preserve  everything  as  if  it  were  their 
own,  yet  acknowledging  that  the  earth 
and  all  that  is  in  it  belong  to  God  (Psalm 
24;  Psalm  92:1-4;  Luke  16:19-31;  Phi- 
lippians  4:6).  "It  is  good  to  give  thanks  to 
the  LORD,  to  sing  praises  to  your  name, 
O  Most  High;  to  declare  your  steadfast 
love  in  the  morning,  and  your  faithful- 
ness by  night  (Psalm  92:1-2)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  loving. 

Christian  stewards  know  that  the 
Lord  requires  justice  and  kindness  and 
humility,  and  they  follow  the  two  great- 
est commandments  (Deuteronomy 
6:4-9;  Micah  6:6-8;  Mark  12:28-34; 
Luke  10:29-37;  Luke  11:42;  1  Corin- 
thians 13:3;  1  Corinthians  L6:13-l4; 
2  Timothy  1:7;  1  Peter  4:8-11).  "[The 
scribe  asked  Jesus]  'Which  command- 
ment is  the  first  of  all?'  Jesus  answered, 
'The  first  is,  'Hear,  O  Israel:  the  Lord 
our  God,  the  Lord  is  one;  you  shall  love 
the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart, 
and  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all 
your  mind,  and  with  all  your  strength.' 
The  second  is  this,  'You  shall  love  your 


neighbor  as  yourself  There  is  no  oth- 
er commandment  greater  than  these 
(Mark  12:28-31)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  loyal. 

Christian  stewards  serve  God  faith- 
fully, remembering  who  they  are,  whose 
they  are,  and  why  they  are  here  (Mat- 
thew 6: 19-21,  24;  Luke  14:25-33).  "No 
one  can  serve  two  masters;  for  a  slave 
will  either  hate  the  one  and  love  the 
other,  or  he  will  be  devoted  to  the  one 
and  despise  the  other.  You  cannot  serve 
God  and  wealth  (Matthew  6:24)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  obedient. 

Christian  stewards  obey  God  by  set- 
ting aside  a  part  of  all  their  income  for 
others  (Deuteronomy  14:22-29;  Deu- 
teronomy 26:1-18;  Malachi  3:6-18; 
Luke  18:18-30;  1  Corinthians  16:1-2). 
"[Jesus  replied  to  the  ruler]:  'There  is 
still  one  thing  lacking.  Sell  all  that  you 
own  and  distribute  the  money  to  the 
poor,  and  you  will  have  treasure  in  heav- 
en; then  come,  follow  me.'  But  when  he 
[the  ruler]  heard  this,  he  became  sad; 
for  he  was  very  rich  (Luke  18:22-23)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  prayerful. 

Christian  stewards  acknowledge  the 
greatness  and  goodness  of  God  through 
prayer,  fellowship,  study,  worship,  and 
reflection  (Isaiah  40:28-31;  Psalm  145; 
Jeremiah  29:11-14;  John  6:25-40;  Ro- 
mans 12:1-21).  "Then  when  you  call 
upon  me  and  come  and  pray  to  me,  I 
will  hear  you.  When  you  search  for  me, 
you  will  find  me;  if  you  seek  me  with  all 
your  heart  (Jeremiah  29:12-13)." 

A  Christian  steward  is  responsible. 

Christian  stewards  realize  that  caring 
for  God's  creation  and  wisely  managing 
reso  urces  never  ends  (Genesis4l:37-45; 
Numbers  18:25-32;  2  Samuel  24:18- 
25;  Matthew  28:16-20).  "Go  therefore 


Discipleship 

•  Provide  an  opportunity  for  people  to 
live  a  lifestyle  with  values  other  than 
consumerism. 

•  Promote  the  faith-based  joy  of  gener- 
ous giving.  Start  with  church  leaders. 

•  Focus  on  the  need  of  the  giver  to  give, 
rather  than  on  the  church's  need  to 
underwrite  an  operating  budget. 

•  Establish  the  offering  as  an  integral 
act  of  worship.  Link  the  offertory 
prayer  to  other  aspects  of  the  wor- 
ship service. 

•  Consistently  teach  children  and  youth 
about  Christian  stewardship  through 


and  make  disciples  of  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father 
and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  teaching  them  to  obey  everything 
that  I  have  commanded  of  you  (Mat- 
thew 28:1 9-20a)." 

A  Christian  steward  sacrifices. 

Christian  stewards  follow  Jesus' 
teaching  to  sacrifice  what  they  have  out 
of  gratitude  for  their  many  blessings 
(Mark  12:41-44).  "Truly  I  tell  you,  this 
poor  widow  has  put  in  more  than  all 
those  who  are  contributing  to  the  trea- 
sury. For  all  of  them  have  contributed 
out  of  their  abundance;  but  she  out  of 
her  poverty  has  put  in  everything  she 
had,  all  that  she  had,  all  she  had  to  live 
on  (Mark  12:43-44)." 

A  Christian  steward  shares. 

Christian  stewards  have  learned  to 
distribute  fairly  so  that  none  will  be  in 
need  (Luke  19:1-10;  Acts  4:32-35;  Acts 
20:34-35).  "I  have  given  you  an  exam- 
ple that  by  such  work  we  must  support 
the  weak,  remembering  the  words  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  for  he  himself  said,  'It 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive. 
(Acts  20:35).'  " 

A  Christian  steward  is  trustworthy. 

Christian  stewards  can  be  trusted  to 
make  wise  decisions  concerning  the  re- 
sources placed  within  their  care  (Mat- 
thew 25:14-30;  Luke  16:10-13;  1  Cor- 
inthians 4:1-2).  "Think  of  us  in  this 
way,  as  servants  of  Christ  and  stewards 
of  God's  mysteries.  Moreover,  it  is  re- 
quired of  stewards  that  they  be  found 
trustworthy  (1  Corinthians  4:1-2)." 

From  Guidelines  for  Leading  Your  Con- 
gregation: Stewardship,  by  Phyllis  M. 
Bowers.  (Nashville:  Cokesbury,  ©  2000). 
Used  by  permission.  All  rights  reserved. 


activities  and  reflective  questions. 

•  Encourage  pastors  to  embrace  their 
role  as  stewardship  leaders. 

•  Promote  a  vision  of  ministry  that 
attracts  people  and  changes  people's 
lives.  Remember:  Most  people  are 
not  motivated  to  give  out  of  "survival 
issues";  rather,  they  are  motivated  by 
mission  and  ministries. 

Cultivation 

•  Emphasize  percentage  giving  and 
tithing  at  least  once  a  year. 

•  Celebrate  giving  and  provide  numer- 
ous opportunities  for  people  to  be 
able  to  give. 

•  Preach  at  least  eight  times  a  year  on 
stewardship.  Remember:  Jesus  talked 
about  money,  things,  and  possessions 
more  than  any  other  topics  in  the 
New  Testament. 

•  Provide  a  course  in  personal  budget 
planning. 

•  Talk  about  and  hold  seminars  on 
wills,  endowments,  and  bequests. 
Promote  planned  giving  from  peo- 
ple's assets  and  estates. 

•  Invite  a  different  person  or  couple  to 
breakfast  or  lunch  once  a  week  for  a 
discussion  about  faith  commitment 
and  money. 

•  Offer  people  the  opportunity  to  dis- 
cover their  spiritual  gifts  and  to  find 
ways  to  use  those  gifts  in  the  church 
and  with  others. 

Conversation 

•  Talk  about  money!  Lift  the  taboo  on 
discussing  money  in  the  church.  Al- 
low more  than  one  person,  including 
the  pastor,  to  have  access  to  the  fi- 
nancial giving  records. 

•  Be  intentional  about  telling  stories  of 
the  work,  mission,  and  ministry  of 
the  church.  Ask,  "How  is  The  United 
Methodist  Church  changing  people's 
lives  within  the  congregation,  in  the 
community,  and  around  the  world?" 

•  Prepare  a  narrative  budget  for  the 
congregation.  Distribute  the  tradi- 
tional line-item  budget  only  to  the 
church  leaders  and  others  who  re- 
quest a  copy. 

•  Rather  than  perpetuating  a  cri- 
sis mode,  focus  on  the  potential  of 
the  church. 

•  Inform  congregations  of  their 
giving  patterns.  Set  goals;  provide 
follow-up  information;  personalize 
giving  statements. 

•  Establish  clear  policies  concerning  en- 
dowment funds  and  memorial  gifts. 

Copyright  ©  2004  The  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Used  with  permission  from  the 
Center  for  Christian  Stewardship  of  The 
UM  Church.  Additional  resources  are 
available  at  www.stewardshipcenter.org. 
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Excellence  and  ministry, 
topics  for  district  meetings 
with  Bishop  Al  Gwinn 

Twelve  district  meetings  are  scheduled  with  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  clergy  and 
laity  to  discuss  excellence  and  ministry. 

Clergy  will  meet  with  Bishop  Gwinn  from  1-5  pm  and  laity  will  meet  from 
6:30-8:30  pm.  Two  goals  have  been  set  for  the  gatherings: 

1 .  To  talk  about  the  Biblical  and  theological  call  to  excellence 

2.  To  evaluate  the  implications  of  this  call  for  clergy,  congregations, 
the  cabinet,  and  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

"There  will  be  ample  opportunity  for  dialogue  and  conversation.  Each 
event  is  designed  for  interactive  conversation  and  not  as  a  lecture  presenta- 
tion," Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

Clergy,  laity,  cabinet  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  members,  and  dis- 
trict lay  leaders  are  anticipated  at  each  district  meeting.  The  location  of  each 
gathering  will  be  announced  by  each  district  superintendent. 

Following,  by  date  and  district,  are  the  scheduled  meetings: 

Monday,  November  20,  Durham;  Tuesday,  December  5,  Rocky  Mount; 
and  Thursday,  December  14,  Sanford. 

In  2007,  meetings  will  be  held  on:  Tuesday,  January  1 6,  Goldsboro;  Wednes- 
day, January  17,  Wilmington;  Tuesday,  January  23,  Rockingham;  Wednesday, 
January  24,  Greenville;  Thursday,  January  25,  Elizabeth  City;  Monday,  Janu- 
ary 29,  Fayetteville;  Thursday,  February  1,  Burlington;  and  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 22,  Raleigh. 


Erickson  named  corporate 
executive  director  at  UMRH 


Clergy  changes  made  following 
the  death  of  Davis  Street  pastor 


Several  appointment  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  Burlington  District 
following  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Jerry 
Dodson  on  July  2 1 .  Rev.  Dodson  served 
at  Davis  Street  UMC,  Burlington. 

•  The  Rev.  Alan  Sasser  moved  from 
Cedar  Cliff  to  Davis  Street. 

•  The  Rev.  Jimmy  Wooten  moved 
from  Macon- Wesley  Memorial 
Charge  in  the  Rocky  Mount  Dis- 
trict to  Cedar  Cliff. 


•  The  Rev.  LuAnn  Charlton  moved 
from  Bethel  to  associate  at  Hayes 
Barton  in  Raleigh. 

•  The  Rev.  Jay  Helms  moved  from 
associate  at  Duck  in  the  Elizabeth 
City  District  to  Bethel. 

At  the  publication  deadline  for  the  Oc- 
tober edition  of  the  NCCC  Advocate,  sev- 
eral changes  in  other  districts  were  being 
completed  and  will  be  announced  when 
all  pastors  and  churches  are  notified. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
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Greeting 
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and  more 
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ph:  866-265-2665 
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ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 


Jonathan  Erickson,  a  native  of  Chica- 
go, Illinois  has  been  selected  as  the  new 
Corporate  Executive  Director  of  The 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes 
Inc  (UMRH).  The  announcement  was 
made  by  Dr.  Brian  G.  Gentle,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Homes  and  senior  pastor  of  Haymount 
United  Methodist  Church,  Fayetteville, 
North  Carolina. 

Erickson  assumes  the  position  for- 
merly held  by  Michael  E  "Mick"  Feau- 
to  who  has  taken  a  regional  operations 
position  with  his  parent  company,  Life 
Care  Services  LLC. 

"We  are  delighted  to  have  Mr.  Erick- 
son at  the  helm  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Retirement  Homes,"  said  Dr. 
Gentle.  "He  comes  to  us  with  the  high- 
est recommendation  and  with  a  broad 
base  of  experience  that  will  enable  us 
to  move  forward  with  our  mission  of 
providing  abundant  living  for  seniors. 
We  are  grateful  for  the  services  of  Mr. 
Feauto  and  wish  him  well  in  his  new 
position." 

Erickson  is  an  employee  of  Life  Care 
Services  LLC  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  a 
corporation  that  provides  profession- 
al management  services  to  the  senior 
housing  industry.  Life  Care  Services 
manages  the  four  campuses  of  UMRH. 

Erickson  has  1 8  years  administrative 
experience  in  continuing  care  retire- 
ment communities,  including  assisted 
living  and  skilled  nursing  facilities.  He 
has  been  a  licensed  nursing  home  ad- 
ministrator since  1990  and  has  experi- 
ence in  the  both  the  start-up  and  the 
expansion  of  retirement  communities. 

Erickson  is  a  graduate  of  North  Park 
College,  Chicago,  Illinois  where  he 
earned  a  B.A.  in  Psychology.  Further 
education  includes  a  M.S.  in  Com- 
munity Health  from  Northern  Illinois 
University  in  Dekalb,  Illinois  and  a 
Certification  in  Long  Term  Care  Man- 
agement from  the  University  of  Con- 
necticut at  Storrs. 

He  has  been  employed  by  Life  Care 
Services,  LLC  since  1998.  His  previous 


Jonathan  Erickson 

assignment  was  as  the  start-up  Execu- 
tive Director  for  Meadow  Ridge,  a  con- 
tinuing care  retirement  community  in 
Redding,  Connecticut,  which  opened 
its  doors  in  October  2001. 

Prior  to  joining  LCS,  Erickson 
worked  for  Covenant  Retirement  Com- 
munities, a  faith-based  organization 
based  in  Chicago,  Illinois  from  1987 
until  1998.  Erickson  is  married  and  has 
three  young  children.  He  and  his  wife, 
Deborah  Erickson,  RN,  live  in  north- 
ern Durham  County. 

"I  am  very  pleased  to  join  The  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Retirement  Homes,  Inc.," 
said  Erickson.  "I  believe  UMRH  has  a 
bright  future  and  I  am  glad  to  be  a  part 
of  a  successful,  faith-based,  mission- 
driven  organization.  I  look  forward  to 
working  with  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Di- 
rectors and  staff  of  the  organization  in 
providing  excellent  care  and  services  to 
our  current  and  future  residents." 

Erickson's  office  is  located  in  the  cor- 
porate suite  (A-500)  on  the  campus  of 
Croasdaile  Village  in  Durham. 

The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  (UMRH)  is  a  not-for-profit  cor- 
poration related  by  faith  to  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  UMRH  is  accred- 
ited by  the  EAGLE  organization. 


Mental  health  conference  coming 
to  St.  Mark's  on  November  7 


A  Mental  Health  Conference  for 
clergy  and  laity  will  be  held  on  Novem- 
ber 7,  10  am-3  pm,  at  St  Mark's  UMC 
in  Raleigh  (4801  Six  Forks  Road). 

The  event  is  designed  to  equip  cler- 
gy and  laity  with  the  resources  needed 
for  effective  ministry  to  the  mentally  ill 
and  their  families. 

The  keynote  presenter  will  be  the 
Rev.  Susan  Gregg-Schroeder,  a  nation- 
ally recognized  leader,  speaker,  and  au- 
thor in  connecting  congregations  and 


mental  health  ministries. 

In  addition,  presentations  will  be 
given  by  Ann  Johnson,  Mental  Health 
Association  of  North  Carolina  (MHA/ 
NC)  Faith  Based  Coordinator  and  Jen- 
nifer Mahan,  the  MHA/NC  policies 
director. 

The  $5  registration  fee  includes  a 
box  lunch. 

For  more  information  and  on-line 
registration,  go  to:  http://www.ncc- 
mentalhealth.org. 
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Meeting  begins 
development  of 
Hispanic/Latino 
ministry  plan 

A  one-day  gathering  with  conference 
leaders  is  planned  to  gather  informa- 
tion and  understanding  as  a  basis  for  a 
conference  "master  plan"  for  effective 
outreach  to  the  Hispanic/Latino  people 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  on  October 
16  at  9:30  am  and  is  being  hosted  by 
West  Nash  UMC  in  Wilson. 

"The  goal  within  the  conference  by 
Hispanic/Latino  leadership  is  guidance 
in  development  of  a  master  plan  that 
will  bring  realistic  and  achievable  goals 
to  address  the  growing  ministry  needs 
for  this  expanding  population  through- 
out the  12  districts,"  said  Cookie  San- 
tiago, conference  director  of  Hispanic/ 
Latino  ministries. 

Attending  the  event  are  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn,  the  cabinet,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Mann,  director  of  the  Rural  Church 
Division  of  the  Duke  Endowment, 
Cookie  Santiago,  members  of  the  con- 
ference Hispanic/Latino  team;  and  other 
key  conference  leadership. 

Discussion  will  include  ways  the  Duke 
Endowment  and  the  Conference  can 
partner  to  develop  and  support  outreach 
ministry  to  the  Hispanic/Latino  people  in 
the  conference. 

"Conference  Hispanic/Latino  leaders 
are  very  interested  in  hearing  the  obser- 
vations, concerns,  and  hopes  for  out- 
reach to  the  Hispanic/Latino  commu- 
nity in  every  district  so  that  the  group's 
work  can  move  towards  the  vision  of  a 
multi-cultural  church  that  is  effective 
and  pleasing  to  God,"  Santiago  said. 

Questions  or  thoughts  about  the  de- 
veloping Hispanic/Latino  ministry  pro- 
grams can  be  sent  to  Cookie  Santiago  at 
csantiago@nccumc.org. 

UMW  annual 
meeting  is  Oct.  14 

The  2006  NC  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  annual  meeting  be- 
gins at  9:30  am  on  Saturday,  October 
14,  in  Reeves  Auditorium  on  the  Meth- 
odist College  campus  in  Fayetteville. 
The  day  will  include  worship,  Holy 
Communion,  time  for  fellowship  as 
well  as  a  special  display  on  mission  stud- 
ies. For  registration  and  more  informa- 
tion visit:  http://www.gbgm-umc.org/ 
ncconfumw/. 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 


STAINED  GLAS0  STUDIOS,  INC. 
STATESVlLLE,  NC 
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Conference  treasurer  selected  as  CFO 

of  General  Board  of  Pension,  Health  Benefits 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Sharon  E.  Strother,  treasurer-busi- 
ness manager-pensions  officer  of  the 
North  Carolina  Conference,  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  been 
selected  as  the  chief  financial  offi- 
cer for  the  denomination's  General 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Bene- 
fits (GBOPHB)  in  Evanston,  IL.  She 
announced  her  resignation,  effective 
October  31,  on  September  18. 

In  her  new  position,  effective  No- 
vember 6,  she  will  oversee  the  Gen- 
eral Board's  accounting  and  actuarial 
departments. 

The  GBOPHB  is  responsible  for 
the  general  supervision  and  adminis- 
tration of  the  retirement,  health  and 
welfare  benefits  plans,  programs  and 
funds  for  more  than  66,000  clergy  and 
lay  employees  of  the  church.  It  manag- 
es and  invests  over  $  1 4  billion  dollars 
in  assets. 

"This  is  a  sad  and  exciting  time.  We 
feel  a  great  personal  loss  with  Sharon's 
resignation  but  we  are  also  excited 
for  her  as  she  answers  the  call  to  the 
church  at  another  level,"  said  Ferrell 
Blount,  president  of  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra- 
tion (CCF&A). 

"In  this  time  of  change  for  the  con- 


Sharon  Strother 

ference,  CCF&A  will  name  an  acting 
treasurer  and  then  will  establish  a  search 
committee  to  select  a  nominee  for  trea- 
surer-business manager-pension  officer 
to  be  presented  for  election  at  the  An- 
nual Conference  in  June,"  Blount  said. 

Announcing  her  resignation  to  the 
conference  staff,  Strother  said,  "When 
first  asked  to  consider  the  position,  I 
initially  could  not  see  leaving  the  NC 
Conference.  However,  as  I  examined 
all  the  perceived  barriers  of  succession, 
family,  location,  professional  licensing, 
to  name  a  few,  the  barriers  melted  away. 
I  truly  believe  God  is  telling  me  that 
this  is  the  path  I  am  to  follow." 

"Accepting  this  new  role  is  more 


about  my  obligation  to  serve  where 
the  most  good  can  be  accomplished 
than  it  is  about  me  or  my  career.  We 
have  such  a  strong  financial  team 
here  in  the  NC  Conference.  If  I 
can  serve  in  a  place  that  benefits  the 
whole  church  rather  than  one  con- 
ference and  creates  similar  improve- 
ments for  the  whole  church,  then  I 
feel  strongly  that  it  is  my  obligation 
to  the  church,"  she  said. 

Strother  has  been  in  her  current 
position  since  being  elected  to  the 
post  in  2002.  From  1990  to  2002  she 
served  as  conference  controller. 

Prior  to  joining  the  conference, 
she  was  an  in-charge  auditor  fi)r 
McGladrey  &  Pullen,  CPAs;  the  ac- 
counting manager  for  the  City  of 
Fayetteville;  an  accountant/audi- 
tor  for  Cherry,  Bekaert  &  Holland, 
CPAs;  and  an  auditor  for  the  North 
Carolina  State  Auditor's  Department. 
She  is  a  Certified  Public  Accountant 
and  holds  a  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  in 
business  administration  from  Meth- 
odist College. 

Strother  and  her  family  will  con- 
tinue to  live  in  Cary  while  she  com- 
mutes to  Evanston  weekly. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  director  of  communica- 
tions and  Advocate  editor. 


SEJ  Native  American  Ministries  address 
three-fold  purpose  at  annual  planning  session 


By  Kenneth  Locklear  * 

SEJANAM  (Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tional Agency  for  Native  American 
Ministries)  held  its  annual  planning  ses- 
sion September  7-  9  at  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference  building  in  Raleigh. 

The  planning  session  had  a  three-fold 
purpose:  to  plan  for  the  2007  summer 
conference  June  22-24;  to  plan  for  the 
2007  Ministers'  Retreat;  and  to  vision 
and  strategize  for  the  future. 

The  2007  summer  conference,  "Be- 
ing Traditional  and  Christian"  will  ex- 
plore the  theologies  of  Native  American 
spirituality  and  Christianity. 

Focus  areas  will  be  Safe  Sanctuaries, 
preaching,  stress  management,  financial 
planning  and  giving,  parenting,  and 
marriage.  There  will  be  a  youth  track 
offered. 

The  2007  Ministers'  Retreat  will  em- 
phasize Sunday  school,  including  incor- 
porating technology  in  Sunday  school, 
multi-media,  and  Bible  essentials.  "Liv- 
ing with  My  Friend  Jesus"  will  be  the 
theme  for  the  youth  track. 

Mark  King,  deputy  state  director  of 


The  annual  planning  session  for  SEJ  Native  American  Ministries  brought  together 
representatives  from  five  Native  American  tribes  and  the  1 5  annual  conferences  that 
comprise  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 


the  Small  Business  Technology  Devel- 
opment Center  led  the  group  in  a  fu- 
turing  session. 

The  members  focused  on  the  his- 
tory of  SEJANAM  -  what  has  worked 
in  the  past  while  visioning  for  a  grander 
future. 

The  group  worked  on  fine  tuning  the 
purpose  of  the  agency,  discerning  areas 
that  are  vital,  and  projecting  where  to 
go  in  the  future. 


Among  those  attending  the  retreat 
were  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  Jimmy  and  Joy 
Carr  from  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic- 
tion, Darlene  Jacobs,  SEJANAM  ex- 
ecutive director,  Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson, 
director  for  Multicultural  Ministries  of 
the  NC  Conference,  and  representa- 
tives from  five  tribes. 

*  Kenneth  Locklear  is  pastor  of  Prospect 
UMC:  Maxton. 
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Pictured  is  Daisy  Williams,  receiving  her  pin  from  Rev.  Dalma  Cribb  at  Caledonia 
UMC  in  Laurinburg  for  38  years  of  perfect  attendance  in  Sunday  School.  Daisy  will 
celebrate  her  90th  birthday  on  December  1. 


Camp  Ground  UMC  in  Fayetteville  honored  2006  graduates.  Front  row  (I  to  r)  David 
C.  Wade  (pastor),  Morgan  Rhew,  Ashley  Miller,  Jonah  Greenup,  Paralee  McCall,  Brandi 
Coker,  David  Malcolm  (associate  pastor);  Back  row:  Mike  Patterson  (chair  of  Higher 
Education  at  Camp  Ground). 


John  Midgette  (left),  Staff  Parish  Relations  chair  at  Hollands  UMC  in  Raleigh,  congrat- 
ulates Dr.  Sam  Wynn,  Hollands  senior  pastor,  on  receiving  the  Best  Pastor  in  Garner 
2006  award  given  by  The  Garner  News. 


August  20,  2006  was  Sunday  School  promotion  day  at  First  UMC  in  Elizabeth  City. 
Sixty-seven  students  were  promoted  and  eight  rising  third  graders  received  person- 
alized Bibles.  Those  receiving  Bibles  were  (I  to  r):  Kaya  Suber,  Daryan  Suber,  Mitchell 
Foreman,  Katherine  Robertson,  Lauren  Luther,  and  Will  Robertson.  Not  present  for 
the  picture  were  Sydney  Dunstan  and  Rachel  Fairbanks.  Back  row  (I  to  r):  Mary  Leigh 
Barrett,  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  and  Ginny  Pfeiffer,  educational  department 
chairperson. 


Millbrook  UMC  in  Raleigh  hosted  two  weeks  of  Camp  MUCHO  this  summer. 
Through  funds  provided  by  church  member  and  conference  grants,  90  elemen- 
tary-aged Hispanic  children  were  able  to  participate.  Activities  included  trips 
to  the  movies,  the  Exploris  Museum,  and  to  Build-a-Bear  at  Crabtree  Valley 
Mall.  The  children  also  enjoyed  roller  skating,  playing  soccer,  picking  out  books  from 
the  book  fair,  and  learning  karate. 


There  were  many  faith-based  activities  which  included  a  puppet  theatre,  a 
Bible  storyteller,  music,  skits,  and  crafts.  Camp  MUCHO  could  not  have  been 
successful  without  the  help  of  55  adult  servants,  27  youth  servants,  church 
members  and  staff,  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  Dominos  Pizza,  Karate 
for  Christ,  Playspace  and  cooperating  churches  -  Edenton  Street  UMC  and 
Pleasant  Grove  UMC. 
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Cordova  United  Methodist  held  Vacation  Bible  School  August  6-10.  The  theme  was  "Adventure  Treasure  Seekers."  Approxi- 
mately 30  young  people  ages  one  to  1 2  attended  the  Bible  School.  Participants  brought  over  1 00  items  to  be  given  to  the 
local  Hospice.  Rev.  Milford  Oxendine  taught  an  adult  Bible  study  course.  Carol  Biles,  VBS  director,  was  assisted  by  many 
volunteers.  Rev.  Oxendine  and  VBS  participants  are  shown  with  items  for  Hospice. 


A  July  "reunion  concert"  from  the  Circus  Tent  Ministry  helped  raise  $3,623  for  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children.  Held  at 
Wesleyan  Chapel  UMC  in  Wilmington,  the  concert  featured  singers  from  the  CircusTent,  an  inter-denominational  ministry 
for  tourists  begun  in  the  1 970's  by  the  Rev.  Hank  Wilkinson.  The  Circus  Tent  thrived  on  the  Outer  Banks  of  North  Carolina 
from  1968  until  1988,  and  was  supported  by  the  NC  Conference.  The  large  crowd  enjoyed  Christian  music  from  the  folk 
era,  as  well  as  more  contemporary  songs.  Shown  above  are  (I  to  r)  Rev.  Scott  Wilkinson,  Kathleen  Milligan,  Rev.  Curtis 
Campbell,  Michael  Commee,  and  Richard  Dunnagan. 


New  Hope  UMC  in  the  Goldsboro  District  held  a  2006  Confirmation  Class  and  Adult  Baptism  at  Lake  Gaston.  Pictured  (L-R) 
are  Corey  Harr,  Rev.  Hunter  Preston,  Jessica  Santiago,  Rev.  Martin  Armstrong,  Debra  Doran,  Randall  Dearth,  Austin  Harr, 
Brian  Coltrane,  and  Dr.  Milton  Gilbert,  Goldsboro  District  Superintendent. 


Baseball  great 
Clyde  King 
speaking  at 
UMM  Rally 
on  October  28 


A  former  manager  of  the  New  York 
Yankees,  Atlanta  Braves  and  San  Francis- 
co Giants,  and  one  of  the  greatest  sports 
figures  to  come  out  of  North  Carolina 
will  speak  at  the  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference United  Methodist  Men  Rally  in 
Goldsboro  in  October. 

Clyde  King,  a  Goldsboro  native  and 
graduate  of  Goldsboro  High  School, 
a  UNC  graduate,  and  a  major  league 
pitcher  before  beginning  his  coaching 
career,  will  be  the  featured  speaker  at  the 
Saturday,  October  28,  gathering  at  St. 
Paul's  UMC  in  downtown  Goldsboro. 

King  continues  to  work  in  his  62nd 
year  in  baseball,  serving  as  a  Special  Ad- 
visor to  the  Yankees,  and  was  the  only 
manager  to  manage  both  Willie  Mays 
and  Hank  Aaron.  He  is  also  a  man  of 
strong  faith. 

In  addition  to  King,  there  will  be  a 
program  covering  many  of  the  minis- 
tries and  successful  fellowships  of  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Men  across  the  North 
Carolina  Conference.  A  barbecue  and 
chicken  lunch  will  be  served. 

There  will  be  music  provided  by  Pine 
Forest  UMC  of  Goldsboro,  and  Holy 
Communion  will  be  celebrated. 

Cost  for  the  day  will  be  $10.  Con- 
ference President  Barry  Merrill  says  he 
will  gladly  offer  a  refund  out  of  his  own 
pocket  to  anyone  who  does  not  get  more 
than  his  $10  worth. 


Clyde  King,  Goldsboro  native,  is  a 
former  manager  of  the  New  York  Yan- 
kees, Atlanta  Braves  and  San  Francisco 
Giants  baseball  teams. 
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UM  web  site 
launched  to 
reachy  connect 
young  adults 

(UMNS)  —  The  United  Method- 
ist Board  of  Discipleship's  Division 
on  Ministries  with  Young  People  has 
launched  a  web  site  specifically  target- 
ing young  adults  in  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  worldwide.  The  Young 
Adult  Network,  www.gbod.org/young- 
people/yanet,  was  created  in  response  to 
the  call  from  General  Conference  2004 
to  help  the  church  place  more  emphasis 
on  young  people. 

The  Young  Adult  Network  seeks  to 
connect  young  adults  to  each  other,  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  local 
entities  such  as  a  congregation,  campus 
ministry,  or  small  group,  by  providing 
spiritual  formation  and  community  re- 
sources. 

Julie  O'Neal,  director  with  the  divi- 
sion, hopes  that  the  Young  Adult  Net- 
work "becomes  a  safe  place  for  young 
adults  to  just  be."  She  sees  the  network 
as  a  place  "where  young  adults  will  not 
be  judged;  where  they  can  vent  their 
frustrations  and  celebrate  their  joys; 
where  they  can  engage  in  dialogue  about 
life,  faith,  school,  family,  sexuality,  poli- 
tics, work,  and  music,"  she  says. 

Many  of  the  components  of  the 
network  were  guided  by  the  creative 
ideas  of  young  adults  throughout  the 
church. 


A  view  of  closing  worship  at  ACS  lead  by  Allen  Bingham.  ACS  was  held  at  Methodist  College  in  Fayetteville. 

ACS  elects  NC  Conference  youth 
leadership  for  the  2006-2007  year 


By  Laura  Lord  * 

The  Annual  Conference  Session 
for  youth  (ACS)  was  held  July  17-22 
at  Methodist  College  in  Fayetteville. 
There  were  320  youth  and  75  adults  for 
the  week-long  event. 

At  ACS,  the  youth  spent  the  week 


hree  rail  Bazaars 

Sponsored  by  The  Untied  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes  Auxiliary  to  raise  funds  for 
BENEVOLENT  CARE 


CYPRESS  GLEN 

100  Hickory  St. 
Greenville,  N  C. 

CR0ASDAILE  VILLAGE 

2600  Croasdaile  Farm  Pkwy 
Durham,  N.C. 

WESLEY  PINES 

1000  Wesley  Pities  Rd 
Lumberton,  N.C. 


Flea  Market 
Holiday  Items 
Crafts 


October  7,  2006 

10:00  a.m. — 2:00  p.m. 

October  28,  2006 

10:00  a.m. — 2:00  p.m. 

November  4,  2006 

9:00  a.m. — 2:00  p.m. 


Clothing 
Jewelry 
Furniture 


Baked  Goods 
Art  Objects 
Housewares 


Call  Cheryl  at  919-384-3005  or  Bev  at  919-384-3006 
for  additional  information 


in  legislative  affairs,  which  dealt  with 
resolutions  concerning  current  issues; 
small  groups,  which  focused  on  spiritu- 
al growth;  and  interest  groups,  covering 
a  variety  of  different  topics. 

The  youth  also  participated  in  wor- 
ship services  and  a  nightly  program, 
which  included  icebreakers,  a  topi- 
cal program,  a  talent  show,  dance,  and 
service  of  Holy  Communion. 

This  year's  theme  was  "Chemistry" 
with  the  overall  theme  scripture  being 
Ephesians  2:12-14. 

The  main  theme  was  broken  into 
daily  themes  such  as  Fill  the  Void, 
Bonds  and  Connections,  Elements 
of  Life,  Truth  and  Consequences,  Find- 
ing Equilibrium,  and  Completing 
the  Equation. 

The  worship  leader  was  the  Rev.  Al- 
len Bingham  of  Pinehurst  UMC. 

Music  leadership  for  worship  was  of- 
fered by  the  Rev.  Adam  Seate  of  Trinity 
UMC-Fayetteville  and  Jay  Locklear  of 
St  Luke  UMC-Sanford.  Music  was  also 
provided  by  a  praise  band  comprised  of 
volunteers. 

During  Legislative  Affairs,  there  were 
resolutions  concerning  topics  such  as 
capping  state  tuition,  the  crisis  in  Su- 
dan, and  youth  involvement  in  church 
administrative  committees. 

In  the  afternoon  small  "growth 
groups"  met.  Growth  groups  consisted 
of  10  youth  with  two  adult  staff  lead- 
ers who  spent  the  week  getting  to  know 
each  other  and  growing  spiritually 
in  Christ. 

At  night,  the  youth  met  for  interest 
groups  which  they  signed  up  for  ac- 
cording to  their  interests. 

Some  of  the  topics  were  College 


Prep  &  Life,  Environmental  Steward- 
ship, Children  of  Abraham,  Distinctly 
United  Methodist,  Christianity  in  the 
Media  and  Missions. 

The  topical  program  on  Tuesday 
night  was  titled  "Male  and  Female,  God 
Created  Them"  and  gave  youth  the  op- 
portunity to  consider  issues  related  to 
their  specific  gender  such  as  relation- 
ships, identity  definers  and  understand- 
ing one  another. 

Males  shared  their  "top  ten"  list  of 
things  girls  need  to  know  about  guys, 
and  females  share  their  "top  ten"  list  of 
things  guys  need  to  know  about  girls. 
The  program  brought  laughter  and 
lively  discussion. 

Also  during  the  week,  the  youth 
gathered  in  groups  by  districts.  In  these 
meetings,  they  elected  representatives 
to  serve  on  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee, Resolutions  Committee,  Youth 
Service  Fund  Task  Force,  and  Confer- 
ence Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 

The  2006-2007  officers  were  also 
elected  at  ACS.  The  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows: President,  Laura  Lord  from  Louis- 
burg  UMC;  Vice-President,  Sarah  Bell 
from  Duke  Memorial  UMC;  Secretary, 
Ellen  Frazier  from  St.  Luke  UMC-San- 
ford; Treasurer,  Duncan  McMillan  from 
St.  Luke  UMC-Laurinburg;  and  the 
Legislative  Affairs  Person,  Emily  Farnell 
from  Centenary  UMC-Smithfield. 

The  week  at  ACS  was  a  wonderful 
event  that  led  many  youth  down  the 
path  of  Christ  and  helped  build  the 
foundation  to  sustain  them  throughout 
their  lives. 

*  Laura  Lord  is  NC  Conference  UMYF 
President,  2006-2007. 
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Emily  Innes  elected  GBGM 
Women's  Division  vice  president 


letters  to  the 


By  Dana  E.  Jones  * 

Emily  Innes  of  Raleigh  has  been 
elected  vice  president  of  the  Women's 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Innes, 
North  Carolina  Conference  lay  leader, 
has  served  as  a  director  of  the  division 
since  2004. 

She  will  complete  the  2004-2008 
vice  presidential  term  of  Diane  Fielder 
of  North  Alabama  Conference  who  re- 
signed earlier  this  year.  Innes  was  elect- 
ed August  18. 

She  comes  to  the  leadership  position 
as  the  division  is  considering  restructure 
and  hiring  of  a  new  chief  executive. 

Innes  began  that  work  during  the 
division's  Aug.  1 8-20  meeting  in  White 
Plains,  N.Y.  A  restructure  plan  was  pre- 
sented at  the  meeting  and  she  attended 
her  first  meeting  of  the  chief-executive 
search  committee. 

As  Women's  Division  vice  president, 
Innes  will  serve  on  executive  commit- 
tees of  the  division  and  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  She  has 
been  a  director  of  the  board  since  2004, 
serving  as  chair  of  its  mission  contexts 
and  relationships  committee. 

From  2000-04,  she  served  as  presi- 
dent of  conference  UM  Women.  She 
was  elected  conference  lay  leader  in 
2004,  regularly  meets  with  the  bish- 
op and  cabinet  as  a  member  of  the 
extended  cabinet,  and  serves  on  numerous 
conference  and  jurisdictional  committees. 


Emily  Innes 

Innes,  who  first  became  involved 
with  United  Methodist  women  20  years 
ago,  said  a  key  challenge  before  UMW 
is  attracting  young  women. 

She  is  a  member  of  Millbrook  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Raleigh  where  her 
husband  is  senior  pastor.  They  moved 
from  Swansboro  UMC  in  July. 

This  is  the  second  quadrennium  the 
Women's  Division  vice  president  has 
been  from  the  NC  Conference.  Brenda 
Brown  of  Spring  Lake,  was  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Women's  Division  from 
2000-2004. 

*Dana  E.  Jones  is  communications  direc- 
tor for  the  Women's  Division  of  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


UMRH  holds  golf  tournament 
for  benevolent  care  fund 


Branch  Banking  and  Trust  Compa- 
ny (BB&T)  of  the  Triangle  will  be  the 
Corporate  Sponsor  for  the  8th  Annual 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes 
(UMRH)  Superball  Golf  Tournament 
on  Oct.  16  at  Croasdaile  Country  Club 
in  Durham.  Check  in  time  is  8:30  am 
with  the  Shot  Gun  start  at  9:30  am. 

Proceeds  raised  will  benefit  the  Be- 
nevolent Care  Annual  Fund.  This  Fund 
provides  financial  resources  to  residents 
in  UMRH  communities  who  have  "out- 
lived" their  funds  or  who  need  help.  It 
also  provides  needed  personal  items 


such  as  wheelchairs  and  hearing  aids. 

Individual  donations  to  the  benevo- 
lent fund  can  be  made  to  UMRH  Foun- 
dation, 2600  Croasdaile  Farm  Parkway, 
Suite  A-500,  Durham,  NC.  Golf  2006 
should  be  on  the  memo  line. 

Players  will  receive  lunch,  greens  fees, 
cart  fee,  goodie  bag  and  one  mulligan. 
Each  player  may  purchase  two  addi- 
tional mulligans  at  $5.00  each.  A  por- 
tion of  the  fees  is  tax  deductible.  Croas- 
daile Country  Club  is  located  at  3800 
Farm  Gate  Ave.,  Durham.  For  informa- 
tion, call  Cheryl  at  (919)  384-3005. 
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TART,  Michael  Lawrence 
Tart  (RM:  incapacity  leave) 
died  August  28.  A  memorial 
service  was  held  August  30 
in  Rocky  Mount. 


SUTTON,  Charles,  husband  of 
the  Rev.  Josephine  Sutton  (RO: 
Beaver  Dam:  Laurel  Hill  &  St. 
James:  Pembroke),  died  August 
30.  A  service  of  celebration 
was  held  September  3  at  Piney 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church. 


Safe  Sanctuaries  Article  Causes  Concern 

The  article  on  "Safe  Sanctuaries"  policies  September's  edition  of  the  Advocate  has 
created  for  me,  as  the  pastor  of  Central  UMC,  a  concern.  Central's  Safe  Sanctuary 
Committee  has  worked  diligently  to  create  a  workable  policy  as  required  by  the 
Conference  and  our  District  Superintendent.  The  need  for  such  a  policy  made  us 
look  at  how  we  can  assure  the  protection  of  the  children  who  attend  our  Church, 
and  we  have  made  the  necessary  changes. 

However,  as  I  read  the  article  on  page  6,  I  am  concerned  now  that  the  very  policy 
written  will  open  not  only  our  Church  but  every  Church  in  our  Conference  to 
legal  woes.  According  to  the  Rev.  Joy  Melton's  comments  regarding  keeping  such 
a  policy  in  force  said:  "A  plaintiff's  lawyer  will  turn  to  a  jury  and  say,  'How  much 
more  negligent  can  the  church  be  but  to  know  how  to  prevent  this  problem,  yet  be 
too  busy?" 

All  it  would  take  is  for  a  sexual  predator  that  is  not  registered  to  make  one  of  our 
churches  liable  because  they  have  a  policy  in  force.  Even  if  the  accused  should  be 
found  not  guilty  by  a  jury,  the  civil  liabilities'  would  be  more  than  any  church  could 
bear,  and  carrying  enough  insurance  is  not  the  issue.  My  point  is  our  children's 
safety  must  come  first,  but  I  am  now  reconsidering  the  wisdom  of  a  written  policy, 
and  the  one  we  now  have  should  be  made  null  and  void. 

Rev.  J.  Quinton  Covington 
Pastor  of  Central  UMC 
East  Laurinburg,  NC 
Rockingham  District 


A  response 

From  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson,  conference  director  of  children,  youth,  young  adult  and 
campus  ministries: 

The  article  printed  in  the  September  2006  issue  of  the  NC  Conference 
Christian  Advocate  on  page  6  by  Marta  Aldrich  emphasizes  that  once  a 
local  church  has  adopted  a  safe  sanctuaries  policy  they  are  not  finished. 
The  practices  and  procedures  for  safe  ministry  must  be  implemented  and 
followed  to  the  utmost  and  evaluated  and  reviewed  in  an  ongoing  basis.  If 
churches  have  adopted  a  policy  and  not  completely  implemented  it  then 
in  the  event  of  an  incident,  the  church  can  be  found  liable  for  negligence. 
In  that  circumstance  the  church  has  neglected  to  do  what  it  says  it  will  do 
in  that  policy. 

Certainly  nothing  is  100%  safe  and  even  the  most  rigorous  background 
checks  can  fail  to  turn  up  significant  concerns;  however,  a  local  church 
doing  as  much  as  it  possibly  can  to  practice  safe  ministry  will  be  better 
off  than  a  church  that  thinks  and  acts  as  though  they  are  done  and  have 
met  the  mandate  when  they  have  adopted  a  policy.  The  article  by  Marta 
Aldrich  addresses  this  concern. 

Joy  Melton,  author  of  the  Safe  Sanctuaries  books  and  denominational 
leader  on  this  issue,  will  be  in  the  NC  Conference  on  October  27  at  Gar- 
ner UMC  and  October  28  at  Queen  Street  UMC  in  Kinston  to  address 
such  questions  as  these.  Pre-registration  for  these  events  is  required  and  is 
available  at:  www.nccumc.org/childrnmin/safesanctuariesl.htm. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
-  NC  United  Methodist  Camp  & 
Retreat  Ministries,  Inc.  is  seeking 
a  full-time  Director  of  Develop- 
ment. See  the  conference  web- 
site (www.nccumc.org)  for  details 
or   email  wray@ncumcamps.org. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  -  Eff.  apt.  No 
steps!  Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3 
nite  min.  NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 


EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone 
and  cable.  No  pets.  $850  per 
week,  $350  per  weekend.  Special 
arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean 
Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh  Rd., 
Benson,  NC  27504  919-934-4401  or 
jeantunstall@earthlink.net 


Page  12 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


October  2006 


Bishop  Ward:  'Faith  in  God 
is  stronger  than  the  storm5 


By  Woody  Woodrick* 

BILOXI,  Miss.  (UMNS)  -  In  the 
Bible,  a  lament  is  a  psalm  that  names 
something  loved  and  lost. 

Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  told  a 
gathering  of  about  1 00  people  Aug.  26 
that  all  lament  what  was 
lost  a  year  ago  in  Hurri- 
cane Katrina,  but  faith 
in  God  is  stronger  than 
the  storm  that  devastated 
Mississippi  and  Louisiana 
on  Aug.  29,  2005. 

"Nothing  is  too  great 
for  God  to  overcome.  We 
give  thanks  that  Katrina 
is  not  as  strong  as  God's 
abiding  love,"  Ward  said. 
"Katrina  can't  hold  a 
candle  to  God's  abiding 
providence.  Wherever  we 
are  wiser  and  more  joy- 
ful and  more  persevering 
and  more  patient  and  more  confident, 
we  are  so  because  of  God's  lifting  and 
resurrecting  power." 

The  service  of  remembrance,  spon- 
sored by  the  Seashore  District  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference,  was  held  on 
the  grounds  of  Seashore  Assembly,  just 
across  U.S.  90  from  a  tranquil  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  The  assembly  and  the  adjoin- 
ing Leggett  Memorial  United  Method- 
ist Church  sustained  extensive  damage 
in  the  storm. 

In  addition  to  Ward,  speakers  in- 
cluded Steve  Phillips  of  Ocean  Springs, 
the  Rev.  Rachel  Benefield-Pfaff  of  Gulf- 
port  and  6-year-old  Mary  Hilliard  of 
Gulfport. 


"Nothing  is  too 
great  for  God  to 
overcome.  We 
give  thanks  that 
Katrina  is  not  as 
strong  as  God's 
abiding  love." 

-  Bishop  Hope 
Morgan  Ward 


Phillips,  a  reporter  for  WLOX  tele- 
vision station  in  Biloxi  and  member 
of  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
told  about  his  experiences  covering  the 
aftermath  of  the  storm.  Benefield-Pfaff 
shared  a  poem  written  by  two  friends 
that  expressed  their  relief  at  being 
spared  but  heartache 
for  those  who  died. 

With  help  from 
her  father,  the  Rev. 
Larry  Hilliard  of  Nu- 
gent United  Method- 
ist Church  in  Gulf- 
port,  Mary  Hilliard 
recounted  how  she 
and  her  family  went 
to  her  grandparents' 
house  because  it  had 
never  flooded  in  a 
storm.  Eventually,  the 
family  had  to  aban- 
don that  home  as  the 
water  rose  higher  and 
higher.  Larry  Hilliard  reminded  Mary 
of  how  scared  they  all  were. 

"What  did  you  tell  me?"  Larry  Hill- 
iard asked. 

"Don't  worry,  Daddy.  Jesus  won't  let 
anything  happen  to  us,"  Mary  Hilliard 
said. 

Ward  shared  the  story  of  three  peo- 
ple who  rode  out  the  storm  in  a  church 
in  Pearlington,  a  small  town  hard-hit 
by  the  storm.  As  the  waters  rose  in  the 
church,  they  climbed  onto  the  altar, 
which  eventually  worked  loose  from  its 
base.  As  they  prayed,  the  altar  rose  with 
the  flood  waters,  stopping  just  short  of 
the  ceiling. 

They  scrambled  into  the  rafters,  and 
then  as  the  waters  began  to 
recede,  got  back  on  the  altar, 
and  it  settled  back  in  place. 

"God  has  lifted  us  toward 
God's  own  self  in  a  way  in 
which  we  have  never  been  lift- 
ed before,"  Ward  said,  as  she 
stood  by  an  altar  made  of  two 
sawhorses  topped  with  a  sheet 
of  plywood.  "I  give  thanks  as 
we  lament  the  grief  of  this  time 
that  we  have  not  lifted  our- 
selves too  high,  that  we  have 
allowed  God  to  lift  us  higher 
and  higher  and  higher." 

After  Holy  Communion, 
those  attending  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  write  the 
names  of  friends  and  family 
who  had  died  in  the  storm, 
and  then  attach  the  names 
to  a  banner  of  multicolored 
ribbons. 


Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Mississippi  Annual  (regional)  Con- 
ference, gestures  while  sharing  the  story  of  people  who  sought  shelterfrom  Hurricane 
Katrina  in  a  church  in  Waveland,  Mississippi.  Bishop  Ward  preached  at  the  August  26 
remembrance  service  marking  the  one-year  anniversary  of  Hurricane  Katrina,  held 
on  the  grounds  of  Seashore  United  Methodist  Assembly  in  Biloxi,  Mississippi.  UMNS 
photo  by  Woody  Woodrick. 


A  Message  From  Mississippi 


Mary  Hilliard  (left)  and  her  father  the  Rev.  Larry  Hill- 
iardsharetheirexperiencesduring  Hurricane  Katrina 
as  the  Rev.  Terry  Hilliard  and  her  daughter,  Olivia, 
listen.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Woody  Woodrick 


*  Woody  Woodrick  edits  the  Mis- 
sissippi Advocate  newspaper  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church's 
Miss.  Annual  Conference. 


By  David  Cumbest  * 

On  August  29,  2005  our  world 
changed  drastically  in  the  wake  of  Hur- 
ricane Katrina. 

In  those  early  days  of  grief  for  what 
was  and  uncertainty  about  what  might 
be  we  began  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  awe- 
some power  of  God. 

That  image  of  God's  power  was  not 
found  in  the  storm,  but  in  the  loving 
kindness  of  so  many  people  like  you 
who  came  to  share  the  love  God  had 
given  them  with  us  and  our  neighbors. 
We  have  had  the  opportunity  to  see 
first  hand  the  resurrection  power  of  Je- 
sus Christ  in  the  loving  expressions  of 
kindness  you  have  shared  with  us. 

The  expression  thank  you  seems  so 
inadequate  a  response  to  the  outpour- 
ing of  love  we  have  received,  but  that  is 
what  we  have.  We  thank  you  for  send- 
ing us  a  Bishop  named  Hope  to  be  our 
spiritual  and  recovery  leader. 

If  there  was  ever  a  time  that  a  con- 
ference needed  a  Bishop  that  was  not 
only  named  Hope  but  was  instrumental 
in  reestablishing  hope  in  the  lives  of  so 
many  it  is  us  and  now. 

One  of  the  best  things  that  Bishop 
Hope  did  for  Heritage  UMC  was  to  es- 
tablish a  covenant  relationship  between 
us  and  the  relief  effort  here  and  the  Ra- 
leigh District. 

Thank  you  to  District  Superintendent 
Ned  Hill  II  for  opening  his  heart  and  Dis- 
trict to  help  in  the  struggle  for  recovery  of 
the  Biloxi  I  D'Iberville  area.  Thank  you 
also  for  his  wisdom  to  appoint  Reverend 
Jo  Elaine  Harris  as  mission  coordinator 
for  the  Raleigh  District. 

Thank  you  to  Reverend  Jo  Elaine 
Harris  for  her  compassion,  gifts  and 
graces  for  establishing  a  ministry.  Rev- 
erend Harris  organized  a  100+  member 


work  team  to  introduce  the  Raleigh 
churches  to  our  needs.  Since  that  time 
very  few  weeks  have  passed  that  there 
was  not  a  work  team  from  the  Raleigh 
area  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast. 

She  also  helped  raise  the  funds  to  pur- 
chase and  erect  a  50'  x  75'  warehouse  that 
will  one  day  be  an  education  addition  to 
Heritage  UMC.  She  continues  to  be  a  dy- 
namo behind  the  scenes  organizing  and 
inspiring  help  in  so  many  other  ways. 

Thank  you  to  all  the  people  across 
North  Carolina  who  have  given  of  their 
time  and  their  talents  to  help  in  the 
restoration  of  homes  and  hope  on  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast.  There  is  no  way 
that  we  can  express  what  your  labor  of 
love  has  meant  to  us. 

You  have  shown  us  the  Body  of 
Christ,  as  we  have  never  seen  it  before. 
You  have  given  us  hope  to  carry  on.  You 
have  made  it  possible  for  us  to  live  in  an 
environment  where  ministry  is  real  and 
the  church  is  relevant. 

Everywhere  you  go  down  here  people 
say,  "I  don't  know  how  we  would  have 
made  it  without  the  church." 

Thank  you  in  advance  for  all  of  you 
who  will  continue  to  share  God's  love 
with  us.  The  thrash  has  been  dragged  to 
the  street  and  carried  away. 

Things  look  better  and  brighter  each 
day,  but  there  are  still  so  many  people 
surviving  in  less  than  adequate  housing. 
Less  that  1 0%  of  the  affected  people  are 
able  to  move  back  into  their  homes  still 
after  a  year. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayers.  Thank 
you  for  your  gifts.  Thank  you  for  your 
service.  Thank  you  for  the  love  of  Christ 
you  will  share  with  us. 

*  David  Cumbest  is  pastor  at  Heritage 
United  Methodist  Church,  D'Iberville, 
Mississippi. 
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UMCOR  assumes  major  role  in  Katrina  relief,  recovery 


By  Linda  Bloom* 

(UMNS)  -  Generous  responses  by 
United  Methodists  to  Hurricane  Ka- 
trina enabled  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  to  assume  its  larg- 
est role  ever  in  a  domestic  disaster. 

UMCOR  raised  $64.5  million  for 
hurricane  relief,  causing  Newsweek  mag- 
azine to  rank  the  agency  sixth  in  a  survey 
of  "Big  Names  in  Katrina  Relief." 

In  addition  to  the  amount  donated 
for  Katrina  relief,  United  Methodist 
volunteers  put  thousands  of  hours  into 
recovery  efforts  and  donated  $7.6  mil- 
lion in  relief  supplies. 

UMCOR  now  heads  a  consortium 
with  nine  other  organizations,  called 
"Katrina  Aid  Today,"  which  received  a 
$66  million  grant  through  the  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Association 
and  Department  of  Homeland  Secu- 


rity. The  grant  consists  of  international 
donations  received  after  the  hurricane. 

From  the  start,  UMCOR  disaster 
response  consultants  provided  training 
and  assistance  to  help  conference  lead- 
ers in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  devel- 
op long-term  recovery  programs.  UM- 
COR also  established  regional  centers. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Hazelwood,  UM- 
COR executive  secretary  for  U.S.  disas- 
ter response,  spent  106  of  153  days  in 
the  field  from  Sept.  1,  2005,  to  Jan.  31, 
2006.  In  addition,  six  UMCOR  con- 
sultants spent  a  combined  total  of  375 
days  in  the  field.  Twelve  disaster  vol- 
unteer mentors  worked  in  Mississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Texas. 

"It's  just  important  to  be  present  in 
those  conferences,"  said  Hazelwood, 
who  coordinated  Katrina  relief  work 
with  FEMA  staff  and  other  faith  groups 
as  well  as  United  Methodists. 


Long-term  recovery 
just  beginning 

Despite  all  the  work  that  has  oc- 
curred since  the  hurricane  struck,  the 
long-term  recovery  is  just  beginning, 
Hazelwood  said.  "Programs  are  just 
now  what  I  would  call  stabilized." 

But  he  believes  the  relief  process, 
while  lengthy,  is  on  target.  "I  hope  that 
we  can  keep  the  attention  of  our  church 
and  volunteers  on  this  for  a  good  while," 
he  said.  Gulf  Coast  conferences  already 
have  experienced  a  drop-off  in  volun- 
teers. "The  need  for  volunteers  is  going 
to  be  great  for  a  number  of  years." 

The  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  UMCOR 
chief  executive,  said  the  request  for 
the  agency  to  manage  Katrina  Aid  To- 
day stems  from  its  long-time  relation- 
ship with  FEMA  and  experience  gained 
from  its  large,  church-funded  case  man- 
agement program  assisting  families  and 
individuals  affected  by  the  Sept.  1 1 , 
2001,  terrorist  attacks. 

Partners  in  Katrina  Aid  Today  are 
Catholic  Charities,  Salvation  Army, 
Lutheran  Disaster  Response,  Episcopal 
Relief  &  Development,  Volunteers  of 
America,  Society  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, 
Boat  People  SOS,  National  Disability 
Rights  Network  and 
Odyssey  House  of 
Louisiana. 

The  organization 
now  operates  from 
131  offices  in  32 
states,  with  about 
2,200  case  manag- 
ers, both  paid  and 
volunteer  staff; 
2 1 ,000  families  have 
received  assistance. 

Warren  Harrity, 
who  opened  UM- 
COR operations  in  Kabul,  Afghanistan, 
in  2003,  is  executive  director  of  Katrina 
Aid  Today.  He  pointed  out  that  case 
management  of  this  scope  and  scale  had 
never  been  in  place  before  Katrina. 

"Getting  this  huge  system  up  and 
running  has  been  a  tremendous  effort," 
he  said.  The  biggest  task  was  to  bring 
nine  very  different  agencies  under  one 
umbrella  "to  work  in  a  coordinated, 
collaborative  standardized  effort." 

A  two-day  training  module  used 
UMCOR  principles  and  standards 
and  utilized  the  Coordinated  Assis- 
tance Network,  a  Web-based  data  base 
that  allows  agencies  to  access  case  files. 
The  first  training  was  held  last  January; 
since  then,  more  than  20  other  training 
sessions  have  occurred.  Training  also 
has  been  taken  to  the  locations  of  1 ,200 
case  managers. 

In  each  state,  the  Katrina  Aid  Today 
agencies  meet  weekly  or  biweekly  "to 
discuss  issues  pertaining  to  the  storm- 
affected  population,"  Harrity  said.  Even 
nationally,  the  coordination  is  seamless 
enough  to  allow  a  Katrina  evacuee  to 


receive  services  from  Catholic  Chari- 
ties in  Spokane,  Wash.,  and  then  move 
back  to  Louisiana  and  continue  to  re- 
ceive assistance  through  Lutheran  So- 
cial Services  of  the  South. 

"One  of  the  great  achievements  of 
this  program  has  been  the  coordination 
and  collaboration  across  agency  lines," 
Harrity  added. 

The  story  of  Mr.  H 

An  example  of  a  Katrina  Aid  Today 
success  story  is  "Mr.  H,"  who  relocated 
to  Colorado  after  his  rental  apartment 
in  New  Orleans  was  destroyed. 

Because  he  had  no  income  or  benefits, 
the  Volunteers  of  America  in  Colorado 
provided  housing  at  an  apartment  com- 
plex, helped  him  obtain  identification 
and  signed  him  up  for  food  stamps  and 
a  Colorado  Indigent  Care  Program. 

The  apartment  complex  manager 
convinced  her  church  to  donate  all  the 
furniture  needed  for  Mr.  H's  apartment. 
A  Volunteers  of  America  Colorado  Ka- 
trina Services  case  manager  helped  him 
verify  his  pre-disaster  address  to  get 
rental  assistance  from  FEMA  and  as- 
sisted with  other  local  services. 

She  also  discovered  that  he  had  nu- 
merous disabilities 
and  helped  him 
reactivate  the  SSI 
benefits  he  had 
been  receiving  in 
Louisiana,  along 
with  Medicaid  ben- 
efits. By  applying 
for  personal  prop- 
erty funds  from 
FEMA,  he  received 
a  check  for  about 
$13,000. 

Despite  a  slower- 
than-anticipated  start  in  the  first  quar- 
ter, Katrina  Aid  Today  "is  really  a  first 
of  its  kind,"  according  to  Harrity.  Ef- 
forts are  "done  in  a  way  that  is  a  credit 
to  all  the  agencies  that  have  participated 
in  the  program  so  far,"  he  said. 

At  this  point,  the  organization  is 
funded  by  FEMA  through  October 
2007.  But  Harrity  believes  recovery 
could  take  six  to  10  years,  so  Katrina 
Aid  Today  convened  an  executive-level 
meeting  with  all  partners  in  early  Au- 
gust in  New  Orleans  "and  discussed 
how  we  might  collectively  seek  to  ap- 
peal for  more  funds  elsewhere  as  time 
moves  on." 

Harrity  said  he  is  encouraged  by  the 
fact  that  current  congressional  legisla- 
tion to  amend  the  Stafford  Act,  which 
deals  with  federal  disaster  relief,  in- 
cludes case  management  funding  for 
the  first  time.  He  considers  inclusion  in 
such  legislation  to  be  "a  very  important 
outcome  of  this  program." 

*Linda  Bbom  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  writer  based  in  New  York. 


Second  Spring:  Raleigh  District  and 
Mississippi  church  in  partnership 


As  the  Raleigh  District  started  to 
organize  a  cohesive  effort  to  help  with 
Katrina  recovery,  the  "Second  Spring" 
effort  came  about.  After  conversations 
between  Bishop  Gwinn  of  North  Car- 
olina and  Bishop  Ward  of  Mississippi 
in  October  2005,  the  Raleigh  District 
forged  a  partnership  with  Heritage 
UMC  of  D'Iberville,  Mississippi  (near 
Biloxi)  and  its  community.  The  District 
has  pledged  to  work  alongside  the  citi- 
zens of  the  D'Iberville  region  until  the 
work  of  rebuilding  their  lives  and  com- 
munity is  complete. 

In  January  2006,  over  100  Raleigh 
District  clergy  and  laity  representing  30 
churches  and  four  extension  ministries 
traveled  to  Mississippi.  Many  stories 
and  photographs  have  been  captured  at 
www.secondspring.org. 

Workteams  continue  to  travel  to 
D'Iberville.  For  more  information,  con- 
tact Jo  Elaine  Harris,  pastor  of  missions 
for  the  Raleigh  District  at  919-787- 
0544,  ext.  19  or  joelaine@nccumc.org. 


Vicki  Morris  (Soapstone  UMC)  and 
Jack  Carpenter  (St.  Mark's  UMC) 


Rev.  Johnnie  Wright  (Westover  UMC)  working  alongside  homeowner 


"I  hope  that  we  can  keep 
the  attention  of  our 
church  and  volunteers 
on  this  for  a  good  while. 
The  need  for  volunteers 
is  going  to  be  great  for  a 
number  of  years." 

Tom  Hazelwood,  UMCOR 

executive  secretary 
of  US  disaster  response 
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November  BIBLE  STUDY 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

November  5, 2006 

Text:  1  Kings  18:20-24,  30-35,  38-39 
"Depending  on  God's  Power" 

The  name  Elijah  means  "Jehovah  is 
my  God.  "  Here  was  a  man  who  was  well- 
named!  This  prophet  (who  lived  about 
850  years  before  Jesus)  kept  the  faith  in 
a  time  when  many  Israelites  were  turn- 
ing to  the  false  gods  of  their  neighbors. 
It  was  a  time  filled  with  the  temptation 
to  seek  a  god  of  instant  gratification.  It 
was  a  period  of  drought  (1  Kings  17:1) 
and  a  period  of  food  shortage  ( 1  Kings 
17:12).  Many  of  the  people  began  to 
worship  gods  they  thought  could  de- 
liver the  goods  in  such  a  troubled  time. 
(I  am  not  doing  very  well  resisting  the 
temptation  to  compare  this  spirit  with 
the  rush  to  the  lottery  in  North  Caro- 
lina: looking  for  a  quick  fix  in  all  the 
wrong  places.) 

The  head-on  competition  between 
gods  is  not  usually  as  dramatic  as  the 
scene  in  this  week's  study  texts.  In  fact, 
often  our  false  gods  come  dressed  up 
looking  very  much  like  the  things  of 
our  religion!  Sometimes,  the  distinc- 
tion is  not  very  clear:  Do  we  worship 
Yahweh  who  demands  justice  or  do  we 
worship  the  god  of  militarism?  Do  we 
worship  Yahweh  who  wants  the  flock  of 
God  to  live  in  joy  or  do  we  worship  the 
god  of  entertainment?  Do  we  worship 
Yahweh  who  loves  all  person  equally  or 
do  we  worship  the  god  of  moral  irrel- 
evance? It  is  not  always  easy  to  tell. 

I  wish  now  for  the  clarity  which 
breaks  forth  in  this  text!  (Of  course, 
that  wish  might  be  an  expression  of 
my  love  of  the  god  of  instant  gratifica- 
tion!) Elijah  throws  out  the  challenge  (1 
Kings  18:24)  and  the  crowd  is  eager  to 
get  the  matter  settled  ("Well  spoken!"). 
Elijah  lived  by  faith.  There  was  no  evi- 
dence that  God  was  going  to  zip  in  with 
an  answer  to  Elijah's  prayer.  Remem- 


ber: this  is  the  Elijah  who  depended  on 
what  ravens  could  bring  him  to  eat  (1 
Kings  17:6)  and  who  saw  the  watering 
holes  go  dry  (1  Kings  17:7).  That  is  not 
much  background  for  assuming  that 
God  is  going  to  deliver! 

Elijahs  faith  is  a  faith  "in  spite  of." 
Elijahs  faith  is  a  trust  "even  though." 
Elijah's  hope  is  a  confidence  "not  yet  ful- 
filled." (Compare  Hebrews  11:1.)  Even 
when  God  answered  the  prayer  (1  Kings 
18:38),  it  was  not  with  water  so  desper- 
ately needed,  it  was  with  fire  which  con- 
sumed even  the  water  Elijah  had  wasted 
on  the  altar  (1  Kings  18:33-35,  38).  The 
rain  came  later.  What  can  I  learn  from 
this?  "Depending  on  God's  power"  is 
also  depending  on  God's  timing. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  a  hymn  (no. 
541,  United  Methodist  Hymnal)  based 
on  the  rains  which  came  after  Elijah's 
prayer:  "Saw  ye  not  the  cloud  arise, 
little  as  a  human  hand?  Now  it  spreads 
along  the  skies,  hangs  o'er  all  the  thirsty 
land.  Lo!  the  promise  of  a  shower  drops 
already  from  above,  but  the  Lord  will 
shortly  pour  all  the  spirit  of  his  love." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "In  Your  good  time,  Lord..." 

November  12, 2006 

Text:  2  Kings  22:8-10;  23:1-3, 21-23 
"Seeking  Renewal" 

Two  young  acolytes  almost  skip 
down  the  aisle  to  bring  the  light  to  the 
service  candles.  Six  or  seven  boys  and 
girls  laugh  as  they  play  a  Vacation  Bible 
School  game.  One  child  goes  with  his 
parents  to  the  community  soup  kitch- 
en. Another  child  reads  Scripture  at  the 
Christmas  Eve  service.  A  nine  year  old 
asks  the  pastor  a  serious  question  about 
friends  who  are  not  Christians.  A  choir 
of  pre-teens  teach  the  congregation  a 
new  hymn.  Children  join  adults  in  a 
march  to  the  State  Legislature  "because 
some  kids  are  hungry." 

Children  are  alive  and  well  within  the 
community  of  faith.  Each  time  a  baby 
is  baptized,  the  congregation  agrees  to 
nurture  the  infant  in  the  Christian  faith 
and  promises  to  include  her  or  him  in 
the  care  of  the  Church.  In  Wesleyan 
terms,  grace  is  piled  upon  grace  and 
these  children  grow  in  grace. 

How  else  can  we  explain  the  solid 
leadership  of  King  Josiah?  After  all,  he 
was  only  eight  years  old  when  he  became 
king  (2  Kings  22:1).  Those  around  him 
guided  him  and  he  lived  as  faithfully 


as  he  could,  even  as  a  child  (2  Kings 
22:2).  Because  Josiah  had  an  experience 
of  faithfulness,  he  was  ready  when  the 
pivotal  moment  of  his  rule  came. 

That  moment  did  not  come  until  he 
was  26  years  old,  but,  in  a  sense,  those 
earlier  years  prepared  him  for  that  cir- 
cumstance: the  discovery  of  the  lost 
book  of  the  law  (2  Kings  22:8).  Josiah 
did  not  come  to  this  situation  in  a  vac- 
uum. The  Church's  ministry  with  chil- 
dren sometimes  bears  its  fruit  in  early 
years,  but  sometimes  the  fruit  does  not 
come  until  later  years.  Josiah  met  the 
challenge  of  this  finding  of  holy  writ- 
ings because  a  foundation  of  faithful- 
ness had  been  laid. 

Judah  (the  southern  kingdom)  had 
an  up  and  down  journey  of  faithful  liv- 
ing. Even  Josiah's  father  (Amon)  and 
his  grandfather  (Manasseh)  were  evil 
kings,  but  through  it  all  runs  a  thread 
of  faith  kept  alive  and  the  child  Josiah 
grabs  that  thread  and  carries  to  for  the 
reformation  of  the  nation. 

Is  there  a  Josiah  in  the  congregation 
where  you  gather?  How  would  our  local 
church  life  be  different  if  we  saw  each 
child  as  a  potential  Josiah,  someone 
who  needs  to  be  ready  for  some  future 
moment  when  God  will  need  his  or  her 
witness? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Trinity,  Community,  and  Power 
(Kingswood  Books),  M.  Douglas  Meeks 
has  written:  "...children  can  only  sur- 
vive and  flourish  if  they  are  given  what 
is  necessary  for  life  and  life  abundant. 
...Jesus  said  'Suffer  the  little  children  to 
come  to  me'  in  order  to  make  clear  to 
us  that  children  disclose  to  us  the  real 
situation  of  all  human  beings.  No  one 
can  live  in  a  truly  human  way  without 
grace,  without  gift." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your  prayer 
begin:  "O  God  who  loves  children..." 

November  19, 2006 

Text:  2  Chronicles  36:15-21, 
Psalm  137 

"Making  Wrong  Choices" 

Be  honest  now:  when  was  the  last 
time  you  read  2  Chronicles  for  your  de- 
votions? The  book  contains  thirty-six 
chapters  of  history  (to  go  with  the  twen- 
ty-nine chapters  of  history  in  1  Chron- 
icles). Some  of  us  get  excited  about 
history  and  some  of  us  think  any  such 
material  will  be  dry,  dusty,  and  irrele- 
vant. Here  is  a  book  which  tells  about 
Abijah  (who?)  and  Zerah  the  Ethiopian 


(who?)  and  Athaliah  (who?)  and  Joash 
(who?)  and  Sennacherib  (who?).  But 
here  are  also  some  names  most  of  us  rec- 
ognize: Solomon,  the  Queen  of  Sheba, 
Hezekiah,  and  Johoshaphat  (although, 
sadly,  there  seems  to  be  no  mention  of 
his  great  jumping  ability). 

These  pages  are  a  roller  coaster  of 
Hebrew  history.  Years  of  abundance  are 
followed  by  years  of  military  subjection; 
years  of  faithful  worship  are  followed  by 
years  of  pagan  practices;  years  of  cov- 
enant-keeping are  followed  by  years  of 
covenant-breaking.  In  a  sense,  this  ac- 
count of  Hebrew  history  looks  a  lot  like 
the  pages  of  our  personal  diaries!  Some- 
times we  make  good  choices  and  some- 
times, as  the  title  of  this  lesson  reminds 
us,  we  make  wrong  choices. 

The  writer  of  Chronicles  gets  in  our 
face  and  says,  "It  makes  a  difference 
to  God  when  you  make  bad  choices!" 
God  loves  us  too  much  to  let  us  con- 
tinue to  make  bad  choices.  There  are 
consequences  to  wrong  choices.  It's 
God's  way  of  moving  us  back  toward 
righteousness. 

This  week's  lessons  take  two  looks 
at  such  consequences:  2  Chronicles 
36:20  tells  how  God  sent  his  children 
into  exile  because  of  their  disobedience; 
Psalm  137  is  a  lament  about  that  life 
in  exile.  It  is  hard  to  think  of  the  exile 
places  of  our  lives  as  gifts  of  God,  but 
the  psalmist  manages  to  remember  that 
God's  city,  Jerusalem,  is  still  the  greatest 
joy  of  all  (Psalm  137:6).  In  the  midst 
of  exile  (brokenness,  emptiness,  lone- 
liness, despair,  tragedy),  the  people  of 
God  sometimes  can  do  no  more  than 
"remember." 

In  a  time  when  new  is  often  seen  as 
better  and  when  contemporary  is  seen 
as  a  synonym  for  right,  we  might  do 
well  to  learn  from  our  Hebrew  ances- 
tors: sometimes  the  best  we  can  do  is 
remember. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Joseph  R.  Jeter,  Jr.  has  commented 
(Crisis  Preaching,  Abingdon  Press):  "... 
the  opposite  of  'remember'  is  not  'for- 
get.' The  opposite  of 'remember'  is  'dis- 
member.' Sacred  memory  re/members 
us,  puts  us  back  together,  heals  us,  and 
makes  us  whole." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  God  of  our  past,  O 
God  of  our  future,  You  have  been  with 

See  "November  Bible  study,  "page  15 


Celtic  Spirituality  in... 
Scotland  and  England 

June  18-28,  2007 

"Stories  of  the  Celtic  Saints"  is  a 
unique  pilgrimage  which  will  journey  to 
lona,  Edinburgh,  Durham,  Holy  Island, 
York  and  London.  Sit  at  the  feet  of 
renown  Storytellers  and  hear  the  stories 
of  the  Celtic  Saints  Space  is  limited  ~ 
Call  today  for  more  in  formation. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI. »  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714s  919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 
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Children's  ministry  workshop 
to  feature  noted  consultants 


Duke  professor  to  speak  at  Methodist 
College  Wesley  Heritage  Celebration 


Randy  L.  Maddox,  Ph.D.,  profes- 
sor of  theology  and  Wesleyan  studies 
at  Duke  Divinity  School,  will  join 
the  Methodist  College  community, 
Fayetteville,  for  the  3rd  Annual  Wes- 
ley Heritage  Celebration  on  Oct.  23. 
Maddox  will  present  two  lectures 
during  the  celebration  tided  "Wes- 
ley's Wisdom  on  Holistic  Salvation." 

His  first  lecture  is  called  "The 
Whole  Wesley's  Mission  of  Holistic 
Salvation:  A  Model  for  Today"  and 
will  be  at  11  a.m.  in  Clark  Hall  at 
Yarborough  Auditorium.  His  sec- 
ond lecture  is  on  "A  Heritage  Re- 
claimed: John  Wesley  on  Holistic 
Health  and  Healing."  The  second 
lecture  will  take  place  at  2  p.m.,  also 


in  Yarborough  Auditorium. 

Maddox,  an  ordained  elder  in 
the  Dakotas  Conference,  is  also 
the  North  American  secretary  of 
the  Oxford  Institute  of  Method- 
ist Theological  Studies.  He  serves 
as  general  editor  of  the  Kingswood 
Books  Imprint  of  Abingdon  Press 
and  associate  general  editor  of  the 
Wesley  Works  Editorial  Project. 

Maddox  earned  his  bachelor's 
degree  from  Northwest  Nazarene 
College,  his  M.Div.  from  Naza- 
rene Theological  Seminary,  and  his 
Ph.D.  from  Emory  University. 

The  celebration  is  free  and  open 
to  the  public.  For  further  informa- 
tion, please  call  (910)  630-7090. 


November  adult  Bible  study 

continued  from  page  14 


us  on  our  journey  thus  far  and  Your 
promised  presence  is  coming  toward  us 
from  tomorrow.  With  our  ancestors  in 
the  faith,  we  acknowledge  that  we  have 
not  always  done  Your  will,  but  lead  us 
to  remember  Your  faithfulness..." 

November  26, 2006 

Text:  2  Chronicles  36:22-23; 
Ezra  1:5-7 

"Experiencing  Forgiveness" 

It  is  one  thing  to  be  called  to  mission; 
it  is  yet  another  thing  to  be  in  mission. 
It  is  one  thing  to  be  invited  to  follow 
our  Lord;  it  is  yet  another  thing  actually 
to  do  so.  It  is  one  thing  to  be  offered  a 
fresh  start;  it  is  yet  another  thing  to  ac- 
cept the  offer. 

The  two  texts  this  week  offer  both  an 
invitation  and  a  response.  King  Cyrus 
of  Persia  opened  the  way  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Judah  to  return  to  Jerusalem  (2 
Chronicles  36:23)  and  the  heads  of  the 
tribal  families  agreed  to  go  (Ezra  1:5). 
In  this  strange  move  in  history,  God  of- 
fered Judah  forgiveness  and  a  new  be- 
ginning in  Jerusalem.  They  could  have 
said  they  preferred  to  stay  in  Baby- 
lon; they  had  been  there  long  enough 
to  grow  accustomed  to  the  local  ways. 
They  could  have  said  they  did  not  think 
they  were  up  to  the  task  of  rebuilding 
that  magnificent  temple  in  Jerusalem. 
They  could  have  said  that  pjobably 
someone  else  will  take  care  of  construct- 
ing a  new  temple.  But  they  said  "Yes!" 
They  accepted  God's  gift  of  forgiveness. 
Unclaimed  forgiveness  is  like  beautiful 
fruit  left  on  a  tree. 

This  week  follows  our  national  day 
of  Thanksgiving.  This  Sunday  is  the  fi- 
nal Sabbath  before  we  begin  the  Advent 
season.  Today  (in  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic tradition)  honors  Father  John  Ber- 


chmans,  a  seventeenth  century  priest 
known  for  "giving  great  attention  to 
little  actions."  Perhaps  this  week's  study 
brings  together  these  three  themes: 
(a)  gratitude  for  God's  invitation  to  a 
new  life,  (b)  an  expectancy  of  the  gift 
God  will  give  in  Christ,  and  (c)  letting 
that  new  life  come  in  the  daily  "little 
things."  If  you  were  building  a  huge 
temple,  you  would  have  to  think  that 
vessels  and  sacrificial  animals  would  be 
a  pretty  small  part  of  the  project,  but 
that  is  exactly  what  Ezra  recalls  as  the 
way  the  faithful  began  their  rebuilding 
project  in  Jerusalem  (Ezra  1:6). 

A  faithful  response  to  God's  invita- 
tion is  not  always  gigantic.  As  the  old 
adage  says,  "The  longest  journey  still 
begins  with  one  step."  The  exiled  peo- 
ple of  Judah  are  told  they  can  return 
home  —  a  radical  and  dramatic  offer  (2 
Chronicles  36:23).  And  they  begin  with 
gifts  of  vessels  and  animals  —  a  rather 
simple  start  (Ezra  1:6).  And  forgiveness 
began  to  live  again  for  the  Hebrews. 

God  will  accomplish  God's  purposes. 
Are  you  willing  to  face  in  the  same  di- 
rection as  God?  Are  you  willing  to  say 
"Yes?"  Are  you  willing  to  take  a  small 
first  step? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  his  book  Preaching  for  the  Peo- 
ple (Abingdon  Press),  Lowell  O.  Er- 
dahl  quotes  his  seminary  professor  Dr. 
George  Aus:  "Just  as  we  should  not  be 
so  proud  as  to  think  that  we  have  no 
sins,  so  also  we  should  not  be  so  proud 
as  to  think  that  our  sins  are  too  big  for 
God  to  forgive." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  new  begin- 
nings..." 


By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  * 

The  Conference  Children's  Minis- 
try Team  is  sponsoring  a  workshop  and 
resource  event  for  all  those  in  leader- 
ship of  aspects  of  children's  ministry. 
The  workshop  will  be  held  on  Friday 
evening,  April  27,  2007,  and  Saturday, 
April  28,  2007.  Centenary  UMC  in 
New  Bern  will  host  the  event. 

The  theme  for  the  event  will  be  "For 
Such  a  Time  as  This."  James  Ritchie, 
author  of  the  book  Always  in  Rehears- 
al and  a  consultant  throughout  The 
United  Methodist  Church  on  sexuality 
education  for  elementary  age  children, 
will  lead  worship  on  Friday  evening  as 
a  model  example  of  including  children 
in  worship.  On  Saturday  he  will  offer 
workshops  on  children  and  worship. 

Delia  Halverson,  noted  author  and 
sought  after  consultant  in  the  field  of 
Christian  education,  will  lead  a  plenary 
session  on  Saturday  morning  focused 


(UMNS)  -  United  Method- 
ists are  asked  to  participate  in  an 
online  survey  to  collect  informa- 
tion for  the  denomination's  "State 
of  the  Church"  project.  Visit  http:// 
archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=  1  & 
mid=11507. 

The  online  survey  asks  respondents 
how  important  certain  core  beliefs  are 


October  2006 


Hispanic  Heritage  Month 


1 

World  Communion 

Sunday  (to  be  observed 

w/  special  offering  as  directed 

by  the  General  Conference) 

7 

NC  Conference  Historical 

Society  Meeting 

8 

Children's  Sabbath 

14 

Conference  UMW  Annual  Mtg. 

15 

Laity  Sunday 

16 

State  Commission  on  Campus 

Ministry,  Ardmore  UMC  in 

Winston-Salem;  10am 

17 

Bishop's  Day  Apart  CANCELLED 

27 

Living  Into  Safe  Sanctuaries 

workshop  with  Joy  Melton; 

Garner  UMC  10am  -  4pm 

28 

UMM  Conference  Rally,  10  am- 

2  pm,  St.  Paul:  Goldsboro 

28 

Living  into  Safe  Sanctuaries 

workshop  with  Joy  Melton; 

Queen  St  UMC:  Kinston 

10am  -  4pm 

on  spiritual  formation  and  children. 

Various  workshop  offerings  will  be 
available  on  Saturday  for  areas  of  chil- 
dren's ministry  such  as  weekday  min- 
istries, missions  with  children,  Sunday 
school,  creative  programs  outside  Sun- 
day morning,  special  needs  children, 
children's  sabbath  and  advocacy,  holy 
habits  with  children,  parenting  and  in- 
tergenerational  ministries  among  others. 

An  extensive  resource  center  will  be 
available  for  a  hands  on  look  at  materi- 
als and  print  curriculum  for  use  in  chil- 
dren's ministry. 

Detailed  plans  for  this  event  and  reg- 
istration brochures  will  be  available  lat- 
er in  Fall  2006.  Watch  the  conference 
website  for  updates  and  information: 
www.nccumc.org/childrnmin/chil- 
dren05.htm. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference  direc- 
tor of  children,  youth  and  young  adult 
ministries. 


to  their  spiritual  journey  and  to  what 
extent  the  church  offers  opportunities 
to  study,  pray  about  and  practice  those 
beliefs.  They  also  are  presented  with 
a  list  of  issues  facing  the  world  today 
and  asked  how  important  it  is  for  the 
church  to  focus  on  each  issue. 

Data  will  be  gathered  from  church 
members  internationally. 


November  2006 

5        All  Saints  Sunday 

Fall  Mental  Health  Conference, 

St  Marks  UMC:  Raleigh, 

10am  -  3pm 
9        Christian  Educators 

Fellowship,  Methodist  Bldg; 

Raleigh,  12:30pm  -  2:30pm 
10-12  Pilgrimage,  Crown  Coliseum, 

Fayetteville 

1 1  Conference  UMW  DO-IT 
Day,  Hay  Street  UMC: 
Fayetteville 

12  Organ  and  Tissue  Donor 
Sunday 

24  Thanksgiving 

Methodist  Building 

Closed  Nov  23-24 
26       Student  Day  (to  be  observed 

w/  special  offering  as  directed 

by  the  General  Conference) 

For  more  information,  visit 
www.nccumc.org  and  click  on 
"Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the  page. 

4- 


Survey  evaluates  'State  of  Church' 
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Chernobyl  kids  receive  health  care  through  White  Plains  church 


Host  families  and  children  from  Belarus  enjoy  a  picnic  on  a  dock  at  Kerr  Lake.  For 
more  than  a  decade,  members  of  White  Plains  United  Methodist  Church  in  Cary  have 
been  hosting  children  from  Belarus  for  a  six-week  stay.  UMNS  photo  by  Bob  Vernon. 


By  Bob  Vernon* 

(UMNS)  -  This  year  marks  the  20th 
anniversary  of  an  explosion  at  the  Cher- 
nobyl nuclear  power  plant  in  what  was 
then  the  Soviet  Union. 

Most  of  the  damage  caused  by  the 
April  26,  1986,  explosion  was  felt  — 
and  continues  to  be  experienced  —  by 
the  1 0  million  residents  of  the  Republic 
of  Belarus,  which  received  70  percent  of 
the  Chernobyl  radiation. 

Some  of  the  land  around  Chernobyl 
will  never  be  habitable  again.  The  effects 
of  the  radiation  will  be  felt  for  genera- 
tions. A  group  of  Americans  is  reaching 
out  to  help  children  in  these  areas. 

The  American  Belarussian  Relief  Or- 
ganization (ABRO)  was  created  in  1991 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  helping  children 
in  the  contaminated  areas.  White  Plains 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Cary, 
N.C.,  was  one  of  the  first  churches  to 
get  involved  in  the  program.  Each  sum- 
mer for  a  decade,  it  has  brought  chil- 
dren from  Belarus  to  North  Carolina. 

Money  for  the  plane  tickets  and  visas 
is  raised  by  church  members  who  oper- 
ate a  food  concession  at  the  annual  fall 
North  Carolina  State  Fair.  Other  ex- 
penses are  covered  by  special  offerings. 


Church  members  who  are  in  the  medi- 
cal profession  donate  their  services  to 
the  children. 

Judi  Brettschneider,  ABRO  proj- 
ect coordinator  for  the  White  Plains 
church,  has  made  many  trips  to  Be- 
larus. The  six  children  who  are  guests 
of  the  church  this  year  are  all  orphans. 
As  Brettschneider  describes  the  condi- 
tions in  the  village  where  the  orphanage 
is  located,  she  sounds  as  if  she  might  be 
talking  about  a  community  from  an- 
other century. 

She  says  people  in  the  area  do  not 
have  indoor  plumbing,  and  they  line  up 
at  a  central  pump  to  get  their  daily  wa- 
ter supply.  The  quality  of  medical  care 
is  no  better  than  their  water  system, 
says  Brettschneider. 

"I  appreciate  what  I  have  a  lot  more 
than  I  did,"  Brettschneider  says.  "I  un- 
derstand that  life  is  not  easy  for  every- 
body. My  life  is  easy.  Even  when  I  have 
a  bad  day,  my  life  is  easy." 

Medical  care 

The  children,  ranging  in  age  from  8 
to  15,  stay  with  church  families  for  six 
weeks.  The  days  are  filled  with  picnics 
and  fun  on  area  lakes  along  with  trips 
to  seemingly  magical  supermarkets  and 
shopping  centers. 


Visits  to  American  doctors  are  the 
most  significant  part  of  their  summer 
experiences.  While  the  most  common 
ailments  in  the  highly  contaminated 
villages  of  Belarus  are  leukemia  and 
Hodgkin's  disease,  most  of  the  children 
have  suppressed  immune  systems  that 
make  them  vulnerable  to  other  medical 
problems  as  well. 


One  of  the  children  brought  here  for 
several  summers  by  the  White  Plains 
church  has  tuberculosis.  Each  year, 
she  has  been  treated  by  North  Caroli- 
na doctors  and  medicine  has  been  sent 
home  with  her.  This  summer  she  shows 
no  signs  of  the  disease. 

Another  child  is  being  treated  by  Dr. 
Steven  Boyce,  an  ear,  nose  and  throat 
specialist,  who  is  a  church  member.  He 
says  the  girl  needs  surgery  or  she  will 
soon  lose  hearing  in  one  ear. 

Boyce  is  looking  for  a  way  to  make  sure 
the  child  gets  the  necessary  operation.  He 
says  her  best  option  would  be  to  return 
later  in  the  year  for  the  procedure. 

A  transforming  experience 

The  interchange  between  the  Ameri- 
cans and  the  children  of  Belarus  is  not 
a  one-way  street.  Church  member  Patti 
Crane  says  she  has  learned  much  from 
14-year-old  Vika,  the  teenager  staying 
with  the  Crane  family.  "There  are  a  lot 
of  things  that  make  her  happy,  and  ma- 
terial things  aren't  necessarily  the  things 
that  make  her  happy." 

While  many  of  the  host  families 
would  like  to  adopt  the  orphans,  the 
Belarus  government  will  not  allow  it.  "I 
do  worry  and  am  concerned  about  what 
happens  to  (Vika)  while  she  is  back  in 
the  orphanage,"  Crane  says. 

"Our  church  and  our  church  mem- 
bers are  transformed,"  says  the  Rev. 
Kelly  Lyn  Logue  associate  pastor  at 
White  Plains,  "because  we  don't  write  a 
check  to  tend  to  these  kids,  we  actually 
live  out  our  commitment  to  them.  We 
all  learn  new  ways  of  communicating 
and  find  that  offering  home  and  shelter, 
friendship  and  love  translates  the  same 
in  any  language." 

The  church  is  already  making  plans 
to  expand  the  program  and  sponsor 
more  children  next  summer.  More  in- 
formation is  available  at  http://www. 
abro.org  online. 

*  Bob  Vernon  is  a  freelance  producer  in 
Cary,  N.C. 


Fayetteville  district  celebrates  appointment 
of  new  district  superintendent,  Carol  Goehring 


Carol  Goehring,  Fayetteville  district  superintendent, 
(right)  wears  a  stole  embroidered  by  women  from 
Salem  UMC  with  the  names  of  all  of  the  churches 
in  the  district.  Beside  Carol  is  her  husband,  David, 
pastor  of  Southern  Pines  UMC. 


By  Alice  Smith  * 

At  the  2006  session  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  the  Reverend 
Carol  W.  Goehring  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  the  Fayetteville 
District.  A  service  of  worship  and  installation  was  held  on  August  20  for 
Rev.  Goehring  in  Reeves  Auditorium  at  Methodist  College  in  Fayette- 
ville. Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion.  Prior 
to  the  service,  clergy  of  the  Fayetteville  District  processed  to  a  reserved 
section  of  the  auditorium.  Each  pastor  wore  a  robe  and  red  stole. 

In  traditional  Methodist  fashion,  Andy  Kotez,  high  school  student 
from  Hay  Street  United  Methodist  Church  carried  the  cross,  followed  by 
two  elementary  school  students  serving  as  acolytes:  Malikah  Smith  and 
Heather  Chelsey,  both  from  Harry  Hosier  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  service  included  a  large  representation  of  both  laity  and  clergy 
taking  part  in  the  service  and  over  400  clergy  and  laity  from  across  the 
district  present. 

A  Combined  Choir  of  members  from  the  many  choirs  in  district 
churches  provided  music  during  the  service.  A  very  special  music  pre- 
sentation was  made  by  the  children  of  the  district  who  sang,  "It's  A 
Beautiful  Day." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  song,  a  representative  of  the  group  presented 
a  floral  bouquet  to  the  district  superintendent. 

Signs  of  the  superintendency  were  presented  by  representatives  of  var- 
ious groups  in  the  district. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  of  the  handmade 
stole  given  by  the  pastors  of  the  district.  The  stole  was  beautifully  crafted 
by  women  from  Salem  United  Methodist  Church.  What  makes  this 
stole  so  unique  is  that  the  name  of  every  church  in  the  district  is  embroi- 
dered on  the  stole  in  a  myriad  of  colors. 

The  reception  following  the  service  was  hosted  by  Methodist  Col- 
lege with  assistance  from  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  the  Fayette- 
ville District.  The  evening  was  a  time  celebration  and  fellowship. 

*  Alice  Smith  is  the  Fayetteville  District  lay  leader. 
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"Come  to  the  Potter  —  For  Strength"  was 
theme  for  annual  UM  Women's  meeting 


2007  budget  includes 
$438, 000 pledge  for  mission 

By  Barbara  Smith  * 

North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  held  their  34th  an- 


nual meeting  at  Methodist  College  in 
Fayetteville  on  Saturday,  October  14. 
UMW  President,  Dr.  Jimmie  Shuler, 
presided  at  the  meeting. 

The  meeting  opened  with  a  proces- 
sional of  the  12  district  presidents,  ac- 
companied by  their  district  superinten- 


dents or  representative.  Each  president 
carried  a  banner/flag  made  in  their  dis- 
trict for  the  occasion.  The  theme  for 
this  year  was  "Come  to  the  Potter  —  for 
Strength." 

Sanford  District  UMW  served  as 
hosts  for  the  meeting.  Greetings  were 
brought  by  Dr.  Elton  Hendricks,  presi- 
dent of  Methodist  College,  Virginia 
Horner,  Sanford  District  president, 
and  the  Rev.  Jerry  Lowry,  Sanford 
District  superintendent.  Bishop  and 

See  "UMW  meeting,  "page  13 

LEFT:  Brenda  Brown,  UMW  vice  presi- 
dent, serves  as  the  trainer  in  the  "Bren- 
da's  Workout  Class"  skit  to  get  UMW 
members  healthy  in  reading,  study, 
and  district  activities.  Behind  her,  trying 
to  keep  up  are:  (L-R)  Jackie  Wenberg, 
Patty  Stricklin,  Penny  Johnson,  Annette 
Wright,  Ann  Davis.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


Repairs  and  answered  prayers  offered  through 
Wilmington  Area  Rebuilding  Ministry 


By  Ron  Fascher  * 

Every  homeowner  deals  with  repairs. 
However,  some  do  not  have  the  funds  to 
make  those  repairs  and  painfully  watch 
as  things  continue  to  deteriorate,  saying 
a  prayer  for  help. 

In  the  Wilmington  area,  that  help 
comes  in  the  form  of  volunteers  from 
WARM  -  the  Wilmington  Area  Re- 
building Ministry.  The  non-profit  min- 
istry is  primarily  a  project  of  the  United 
Methodist  Men  and  Women  of  New 
Hanover,  Brunswick,  Pender,  Bladen 
and  Columbus  Counties. 

After  a  series  of  hurricanes  in  the  mid 
90s  including  Bertha  and  Fran,  those 
assisting  the  victims  recognized  that 
there  were  a  number  of  homes  of  low- 
income  people  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina needing  repairs  that  pre-dated  the 
hurricane  damage.  This  raised  a  ques- 
tion about  the  need  for  repairs  to  these 
substandard  houses. 

After  Hurricane  Fran  recovery  work 
orders  were  completed,  then  Wilm- 
ington District  Superintendent,  Ruth 


Harper,  worked  with  emergency  relief 
persons  to  develop  WARM,  the  Wilm- 
ington Area  Rebuilding  Ministry. 

As  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  or 
the  NC  Conference  program,  MERCI, 
the  focus  is  on  people  who  cannot  af- 


ford decent  housing.  Disaster  recovery 
volunteers  including  Leon  West  are  the 
key  to  WARM's  success. 

Unlike  many  people  who  reach  re- 

See  "WARM," page  11 


Project  Manager  Leon  West  fondly  tells  folks,  WARM  repairs  old  houses  from  the  roofs 
down,  and  Habitat  builds  new  houses  from  the  ground  up.  WARM  works  closely  with 
Habitat  and  is  forming  a  partnership  with  the  Wilmington  Historical  Foundation  to 
repair  houses  in  the  historic  district. 
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John  Wesley  was  a  campus  minister 


Early  "Holy  Club" emphasis 
on  education  and  ministry  was 
foundation  for  campus  ministry, 
and  Methodist-related  higher 
education  to  NC  Conference 

By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  * 

Investment  and  involvement  of  the 
people  called  "Methodists"  in  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry  harkens 
back  three  centuries  to  the  days  of  its 
founder  -  John  Wesley.  In  fact,  as  Dr. 
Belton  Joyner  said,  "It's  in  our  DNA." 

The  Methodist  movement  began  on 
a  college  campus  with  the  "Holy  Club" 
shaped  by  John  and  Charles  Wesley  to 
bring  order  and  propriety  to  a  secular 
university.  Small  bands  and  classes  were 
organized  to  include  singing,  praying, 
serving  the  poor,  studying  the  Scriptures 
and  bearing  of  souls  to  one  another. 

As  the  Methodist  movement  spread 
from  England  to  the  colonies,  so  did 
the  value  of  education  and  emphasis 
on  ministry  to  students.  The  Reverend 
Jesse  Lee  advised  a  young  circuit  rider 
to  fill  his  saddle  bags  with  John  Wesley's 
books  and  distribute  them  at  every  op- 
portunity. When  the  young  circuit  rid- 
er replied  that  he  had  no  gift  for  this, 
Rev.  Lee  said  "Gift  or  no  gift,  you  are 
to  do  it,  else  you  are  not  to  be  called  a 


Methodist  preacher." 

In  1784  the  first  Methodist  college 
was  built  in  Maryland  -  Cokesbury 
College,  named  for  Francis  Asbury  and 
Thomas  Coke.  This  was  just  the  first 
of  Methodists  building  institutions  of 
higher  learning  all  over  the  world. 

Today  there  are  over  700  United 
Methodist  educational  institutions 
around  the  world.  Four  of  the  histori- 
cally United  Methodist  related  colleges 
in  the  United  States  are  found  within 
the  NC  Conference  bounds. 

Louisburg  College  is  the  oldest  two- 
year  church-related  college  in  America 
and  was  founded  in  1787  thus  celebrat- 
ing its  220th  anniversary  next  year. 
Trinity  College  that  became  Duke  Uni- 
versity was  next  to  begin.  The  School 
of  Religion  opened  in  1 926  and  is  now 
known  as  Duke  Divinity  School  where 
many  United  Methodist  pastors  serving 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  re- 
ceived their  Master  of  Divinity  degree. 

Fifty  years  ago,  the  two  other  United 
Methodist  related  colleges  in  the  NC 
Conference  were  founded:  Methodist 
College  in  Fayetteville  and  NC  Wesley- 
an  College  in  Rocky  Mount. 

The  "Holy  Club"  tradition  and 
United  Methodist  ministry  to  college 
students  at  other  colleges  and  universi- 
ties are  called  "Wesley  Foundation"  or 
"Wesley  Fellowship"  or  are  part  of  an 


College  students  update  John  Wesley  on  the  status  of  UM  Higher  Educa- 
tion and  Campus  Ministry  during  a  program  at  the  Annual  Conference 
in  June.  Students,  L-R,  are  Jennifer  Evans,  NC  Wesleyan;  Audrey  Cecil,  High  Point  Uni- 
versity graduate  enrolled  in  the  Duke  Divinity  School;  P.D.  Midgett,  retired  clergy  as 
John  Wesley;  Brett  Farmer,  ECU;  and  Alex  Ronke,  NCSU. 


ecumenical  Christian  ministry  presence 
on  the  campus. 

Wesley  Foundation/Fellowship  pro- 
grams are  found  at  UNC-Chapel  Hill, 
Duke  University,  NC  State  University, 
and  East  Carolina  University.  United 
Methodists  partner  with  other  Chris- 
tian denominations  for  ecumenical 
ministries  at  NC  Central  University 
and  UNC-Wilmington. 

Local  churches  sponsor  United 
Methodist  ministries  to  nearby  college 
campuses   at  UNC-Pembroke  (First 


Support  UM  Student  Day  and 
offer  gifts  of  hope  and  learning 


"I  could  do  construction  and  make 
more  money,  but  there's  no  soul  in 
it,  no  heart.  I  wouldn't  be  doing  any- 
thing; I  wouldn't  feel  anything,"  said 
Ben  Crismon,  a  religious  studies  ma- 
jor at  Centenary  College  of  Louisiana, 
Shreveport.  He  views  his  summer  job  as 
a  group  leader  with  the  Ozark  Mission 
Project  as  a  stepping-stone  toward  the 
ordained  ministry. 

"It  keeps  me  focused  on  God,"  he 
says.  "A  lot  of  things  are  out  of  my  con- 
trol here,  and  I  have  to  rely  on  God." 

Ben  cherishes  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  church  volunteers  and  with 
the  neighbors  they  seek  to  help  with 
home    repairs.  "It's 
amazing  to  watch  the 
volunteers  grow  and 
to  see  how  the  neigh- 
bors interact  with  us, 
and  it  makes  me  want 
to  come  back.  I  don't 
ever  want  to  stop." 

Ben  is  also  an  in- 
tern for  Asbury  UMC, 
in  Bossier  City,  La., 
working  with  high 
school  youth. 

Thanks    to  United 


Methodist  gifts  on  UM  Student  Day, 
Ben  and  other  talented  students  attend- 
ing United  Methodist-related  and  other 
accredited  colleges  and  universities  re- 
ceive scholarships  and  loans. 

"The  Gift  of  Hope  scholarship  gives 
me  the  ability  to  go  to  a  United  Meth- 
odist school  where  I  can  learn  about 
myself  and  about  God,  then  go  to  sem- 
inary," says  Ben,  who  felt  called  to  the 
ministry  at  age  12. 

Gift  of  Hope  scholar  Ben  Crismon 
exemplifies  the  type  of  leader  his  an- 
cestors envisioned  in  1866  when  they 
established  a  special  fund  for  the  ad- 
vanced education  of  Sunday  school 
children  and  to  pre- 
pare future  ministers 
and  missionaries. 

United  Methodist 
Student  Day  is  Nov. 
26.  For  more  infor- 
mation, visit  www. 
UMCGiving.org 

Student  Day  wor- 
ship  resources  are 
available  at  www.umc- 
giving.org/content/ 
Ben  Crismon  sundays/UMSD_nav/ 

Photo  by  Mike  DuBose  Student.asp. 


Did  You  Know? 

$27,51 3  was  given  by 
NC  Conference  United 
Methodists  through 
special  offerings  for  higher 
education  financial  aid 
for  the  2005  calendar  year 

$100,434.10  received! 

In  the  NC  Conference: 

•  8  students  received  $20,000 
in  loans 

•  3  1  students  received  $39, 184.10 
in  scholarship  support 

•  1 4  students  received  $17,100 
wills  and  annuities 

-  12  ethnic  students  received 
$10,150  in  financial  aid 

•  5  students  received  $  14,000  in 
financial  aid 

A  total  of  70  students 
received  $  1 00,434. 1 0 
in  financial  aid 

(Source:  Report  from  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  Office  of  Loans  and  Schol- 
arships for  the  2005  calendar  year.) 


UMC-Pembroke)  and  Elon  University 
(Front  St  UMC-Burlington  and  First 
UMC-Elon).  The  impact  of  United 
Methodist  campus  ministry  to  college 
students  is  significant.  Surveys  of  stu- 
dents and  alumni  from  two  of  the  NC 
Conference  Wesley  Foundations  yield- 
ed the  following  results: 

•  97%  replied  that  campus  ministry  was 
an  important/significant  part  of  their 
college  experience 

•  80%  indicated  enduring  friendships 
from  their  days  at  Wesley 

•  65-86%  replied  that  campus  ministry 
influenced  their  vocational  decisions 

•  17-32%  became  ordained  clergy  or 
employed  by  the  church/nonprofit  or- 
ganizations or  social  justice  agencies 

•  71-85%  are  regularly  active  in  the  life 
of  a  local  church 

•  51-56%  hold  a  leadership  position  in 
their  local  church 

•  76-91%  contribute  financially  to  their 
local  church 

At  annual  conference  in  June  2006 
a  resolution  was  passed  in  support  of 
campus  ministry  -  the  full  text  of  this 
resolution  may  be  found  at  www.nc- 
cumc.org.  A  DVD  for  education  and 
interpretation  of  United  Methodist 
ministry  in  higher  education  and  on 
college  campuses  is  available  by  con- 
tacting the  Office  of  Children,  Youth 
and  Young  Adult  Ministries  at  the  NC 
Conference  Methodist  Building  (800- 
849-4433).  In  various  articles  in  this 
edition,  the  story  of  campus  ministry  in 
the  NC  Conference  is  told. 

The  college  and  early  young  adult- 
hood years  are  crucially  important  in 
life  and  faith  formation.  As  scripture 
tells  us,  the  fields  are  ripe  for  harvest  and 
the  workers  are  few.  The  people  called 
Methodists  have  great  opportunity  now 
to  move  into  the  future  through  higher 
education  and  campus  ministry. 

•  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference  direc- 
tor of  children,  youth  and  young  adult 
ministries. 
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Duke  University  Wesley  Fellowship: 

A  personal  experience  from  a  first-year  student 


By  Sarah  Howell  * 

A  little  over  a  year  ago,  I  was  thrilled 
finally  to  be  heading  off  to  college. 
I  was,  however,  unprepared  for  the 
tough  decisions  and  the  utter  loneli- 
ness that  would  mark  my  first  days  of 
school.  Luckily,  I  had  in  my  possession 
a  handwritten  letter  from  a  member  of 
the  Wesley  Fellowship  inviting  me  to 
their  annual  cookout  during  freshman 
orientation.  At  the  cookout,  I  met  the 
students  and  adults  involved  with  Wes- 
ley and  felt  instandy  at  home. 

Since  then,  I  have  not  missed  a  sin- 
gle Sunday  night  worship  service  or  a 
meeting  of  my  freshman  small  group. 
In  a  time  when  many  of  my  peers  were 


turning  to  drinking  and  partying  to 
fit  into  the  "work  hard,  play  hard"  ethos 
of  a  competitive  school,  I  was  blessed 
with  a  community  that  stood  over 
against  that  atmosphere,  turning  my 
thoughts  towards  discipleship  to  Christ 
rather  than  the  abuse  of  newfound 
freedom,  toward  discerning  God's  call 
rather  than  preparing  to  climb  the  cor- 
porate ladder. 

Duke  is  an  intimidating  school  to 
attend,  even  for  the  intelligent  and  the 
hardworking. 

I  often  wonder  if  I  would  have 
simply  drowned  in  that  sink-or-swim 
environment  had  I  not  had  the  con- 
stant, affirming  presence  of  my  Wesley 
group,  which  was  there  week  after  week 


a 


Wesley  Foundation  at  ECU: 
home-away-from-home" 

gather  for  Praise  &  Worship  and  Bible 
Study.  A  home  cooked  meal  is  also  pro- 
vided by  members  of  area  United  Meth- 
odist Women's  groups.  Highlights  each 
year  are  the  Spring  Break  mission  trip 
and  the  spiritual  retreat. 

The  Wesley  Singers  is  a  group  of  20 
students  who  go  into  local  churches 
twice  a  month  and  do  concerts  of  praise 
and  testimony.  Each  Sunday  night  the 
auditorium  at  Wesley  is  literally  swin- 
gin'  as  30  or  more  students  are  learning 
to  swing  dance. 

A  "Home-Away-From-Home"  was 
adopted  as  the  slogan  at  Wesley  during 
its  earliest  days  and  is  just  as  true  to- 
day. 

Sophomore  Ashley  Hunter  of  Tim- 
berlake  says  of  her  Wesley  family,  "They 
were  there  for  me  during  the  most  dif- 
ficult time  of  my  life.  I  had  only  been 
away  at  college  for  two  months  when 
my  father  died.  The  love  and  support 
I  received  at  Wesley  kept  me  going.  I 
would  never  have  made  it  without 
them." 


Asked  what  impact  the  Wesley  Foun- 
dation of  Greenville  has  had  on  his  life, 
senior  Bruce  Hendricks  of  Edenton 
hardly  knows  where  to  begin. 

"Wesley  means  everything  to  me!"  he 
says.  "This  is  where  I  met  Jesus;  this  is 
where  I  met  my  fiance  and  this  is  where 
I  was  inspired  by  God  to  change  my  ca- 
reer direction." 

The  Wesley  Foundations  director, 
the  Rev.  Scott  Wilkinson  explains  that 
stories  like  Bruce's  are  not  that  unusual. 
"The  college  years  are  often  the  most 
dynamic  in  a  person's  life,"  Wilkinson 
said.  "They're  away  from  home  for  the 
first  time  and  free  to  make  up  their  own 
minds  on  what  they  will  believe  and 
how  they  will  act;  getting  plugged  into 
a  good  Christ-centered  campus  minis- 
try can  make  all  the  difference." 

The  Wesley  Foundation  of  Green- 
ville has  been  "plugging"  students  into 
Christ  for  over  65  years,  yet  never  has 
the  interest  been  more  enthusiastic  or 
the  numbers  higher. 

Each  Thursday  night  50-60  students 


and  affirmed  me  in  ways  that  tran- 
scended the  worries  and  stress  of  papers 
and  deadlines. 

Thanks  to  generous  opportunities 
granted  me  by  its  leaders,  I  was  able  to 
participate  in  and  even  help  lead  week- 
ly worship  at  Wesley.  Very  early  on,  I 
was  invited  into  a  leadership  position, 
and  I  have  tried  hard  to  be  worthy 
of  the  responsibilities  that  were  entrust- 
ed to  me. 

I  was  able  to  work  with  our  Divinity 
School  interns  and  a  committee  of  tal- 
ented, dedicated  peers  who  hammered 
out  the  logistics  of  weekly  worship,  but 
always  in  an  intentional,  reflective  man- 
ner. Next  year,  I  will  assume  leadership 
of  the  worship  team  and  continue  to  be 
grateful  for  the  ways  in  which  Wesley 
has  helped  and  will  continue  to  help  me 
hone  my  skills  of  leadership  and  wor- 
ship planning. 

Worship  is  always  a  highlight  of  my 
week.  Each  week  we  gather  to  share  the 
prayers  of  the  community,  to  celebrate 
Eucharist  often,  to  hear  God's  Word  pro- 
claimed, and  to  take  part  in  social  jus- 
tice initiatives.  The  people  with  whom 
I  gather  each  week  are  very  different  os- 


tensibly, but  we  all  share  the  common 
bond  of  a  curious  and  responsible  faith 
in  Christ.  It  was  in  this  atmosphere  that 
I  was  able  to  make  leaps  and  bounds  in 
my  own  faith  journey  and  participation 
in  the  life  of  the  Church. 

I  have  also  been  blessed  with  several 
small  groups  in  which  I  formed  close 
relationships,  grew  personally  and  spiri- 
tually, and  was  guided  in  theological  in- 
quiry otherwise  inaccessible  to  the  aver- 
age undergraduate. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  school, 
I  was  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
freshman  small  group,  led  by  a  Divinity 
School  intern. 

I  see  Wesley  as  simultaneously  theo- 
rizing and  practicing  Christian  commu- 
nity. As  our  members  learn  and  grow, 
both  individually  and  collectively,  so 
too  does  united  vision  as  a  faith  com- 
munity find  new  depth  and  fullness. 

Wesley  has  been  the  single  most  im- 
portant aspect  of  my  college  experience 
and  I  simply  don't  know  what  I  would 
do  without  it. 

*  Sarah  Howell  is  a  freshman  at  Duke 
University. 


The  Wesley  Foundation  of  Greenville  has  been  "plugging"  students  into  Christ  for 
over  65  years.  Never  has  interest  been  more  enthusiastic  or  the  numbers  higher. 
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Methodist 
Fellowship 
thrives  at  Elon 
University 

If  you  feed  them, 
they  will  come 

By  Barbara  Long  * 

Without  a  doubt,  the  signature  event 
that  first  put  Methodist  Fellowship  on 
the  map  at  the  Elon  University  campus 
and  continues  to  reach  students  cam- 
pus-wide is  the  Cookie  Walk,  a  study 
break  held  twice  a  year  at  exam  time. 

On  the  evening  of  Reading  Day, 
members  of  Front  Street  UMC  and 
First  UMC  -  Elon  bring  in  home-baked 
cookies,  snacks,  and  fruit.  Method- 
ist Fellowship  students  provide  muscle 
for  unloading  and  setting  up  in  a  large 
room  in  the  student  union. 

In  the  hallway  outside,  students 
stand  in  line,  waiting  to  get  in  and  walk 
around  the  room,  filling  a  special  con- 
tainer (provided  by  Methodist  Fellow- 
ship) with  treats  "like  Mom  makes." 
At  10:00  PM  the  doors  open.  As  they 
walk  in  and  see  table  upon  table  filled 
with  goodies,  the  looks  on  their  faces 
are  those  of  children  at  Christmas. 

"Why  would  you  do  all  this  for  us?" 
they  ask.  The  answer  is,  "Because  we 
love  you."  Cookie  Walk  is  a  tangible 
expression  of  Christ-like  love,  uncondi- 
tional love,  freely  given,  in  abundance, 
with  no  strings  attached. 

Students  who  come  to  the  Cookie 
Walk  are  encouraged  to  bring  a  non- 
perishable  food  item  for  the  local  food 
pantry.  Robin  Straka,  the  current  fac- 
ulty advisor  to  the  group,  finds  that 
very  fitting.  "It  makes  a  complete  circle, 
"she  says.  "In  the  best  Wesleyan,  fully 
connectional  tradition,  the  students 
are  giving  back  kindness  in  response  to 
having  received  kindness." 

That  connection  inspired  those  from 
Front  Street  and  First  UMC  who  start- 
ed this  ministry.  Many  were  parents  of 
college  students. 


Treats  "like  Mom  makes"  are  the  highlight  of  the  Cookie  Walk  study  break  event  held 
twice  a  year  during  exams.  The  Cookie  Walk  is  a  tangible  expression  of  Christ-like 
love,  unconditional  love,  freely  given,  in  abundance,  with  no  strings  attached.  "Why 
would  you  do  all  this  for  us?"  students  ask.  The  answer  is,  "Because  we  love  you." 
Methodist  Fellowship  at  Elon  University  is  a  partnership  of  Front  Street  UMC  -  Burl- 
ington and  First  UMC  -  Elon. 


They  hoped  that  Methodist  con- 
gregations in  other  towns  were  reach- 
ing out  to  their  young  people,  and  that 
hope  led  them  to  reach  out  locally.  Elon 
Chaplain,  Richard  McBride,  provided 
logistical  assistance  and  invited  the  two 
churches  to  collaborate.  It  has  been  a 
wonderful  partnership. 

The  churches  began  by  jointly  offer- 
ing a  meal  and  short  program  once  a 
month  on  campus,  then  organized  ad- 
ditional special  activities.  As  Methodist 
Fellowship  matured,  the  adults  stepped 
back  and  students  assumed  leadership, 
with  the  churches  still  providing  sup- 
port and,  of  course,  food.  All  agree  it 
has  been  a  mutually  satisfying  experi- 
ence. 

Rev.  Ed  New,  associate  pastor  at 
Edenton  Street  UMC  in  Raleigh,  at- 
tended Elon  University  for  under- 
graduate school  and  participated  in  the 
Methodist  Fellowship  at  Elon.  He  has 
positive  memories  of  his  Methodist  Fel- 
lowship experience. 

"I  attribute  my  becoming  involved 
with  the  Methodist  Fellowship  Campus 
Ministry  at  Elon  to  me  staying  rooted 
in  my  Christian  foundation  when  so 
many  other  students  were  drifting  away 
from  their  faith.  I'm  not  saying  I  was 
the  Christian  example,  but  surround- 
ing myself  with  a  Christian  community 
of  both  students  and  local  church  com- 
munities ensured  that  I  was  being  nur- 


tured in  the  faith  and  was  constantly 
reminded  who  I  was  and  whose  I  was," 
he  said. 

"Regardless  of  how  involved  a  col- 
lege student  is  with  a  campus  ministry 
or  a  local  church,  even  'checking-in'  on 
a  monthly  basis  will  have  enormous 
returns  once  the  college  experience  is 
over.  Reconnecting  with  our  Christian 
traditions  is  like  a  homecoming  every 
so  often  for  us  to  have  a  'faith  check  to 
help  guide  us  through  the  higher  edu- 
cation experience." 

"I  am  a  testament  to  Christ's  power 
in  the  college  setting.  Elon's  campus 
ministry,  combined  with  the  ministry 
of  Front  Street  UMC  and  First  UMC: 
Elon,  allowed  for  the  call  to  ordained 
ministry  that  God  had  placed  on  my 
life  to  be  enriched  and  furthered.  God 
blessed  me  with  Christian  people  on  my 
journey  that  shepherded  me  through  a 
time  of  radical  changes,"  New  said. 

The  Methodist  Fellowship  website 
address  is:  org.elon.edu/mfe/.  For  in- 
formation from  the  churches  contact: 
at  First  UMC  Elon  -  Andrea  &  Da- 
vid Bray  (336-449-5651)  and  at  Front 
Street  UMC  in  Burlington,  Donna 
Bearden  (336-227-6263). 

*  Barbara  Long,  a  member  of  Front  Street 
UMC  in  Burlington,  was  a  part  of  the 
initial  Elon  Methodist  Fellowship  leader- 
ship team. 


Karl  Zorowski 


Higher 
Education 

A  Mice-Sized 
Sermonette 


IT 


RBAVm&S  A  W  PART  OF  COLLEGE 
TURNING  PAGES  WELL  INTO  THE  NIGHT  - 
PHYSICS,  PSYCHOLOGY,  SHAKESPEARE... 
IT  SEEMS  THERE'S  NO  ENPING  IN  SIGHT  I 


YOU  CAN'T  WAIT  TO  GET  YOUR  QiPLOMA 
IT  WILL  3E  SUCH  A  GLORIOUS  PAY  I 
YOU  WILL  HAVE  C0MPLETEP  YOUR  REAPING 
ANP  CAN  PUT  ALL  YOUR  TEXTBOOKS  AWAY  I 


3UT  AFTBR  YOU  FINISH  YOUR  SCHOOLING, 
WHATEVER  QEGREE  YOU  MAY  EARN.. 
0E  SURE  THAT  YOU  HBfiRSTOP  REAVING, 
F0RY0WRE  NEVER 
T00  0LVT0  LBARN! 


Psalm  119:9-16 


Copyright  2006  Karl  A.  Zorowski.  All  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at:  www.zorowski.com. 


Louisburg 
College  campus 
ministry  helps 
students  grow 
in  their  faith 

By  Jade  Biggio  * 

Louisburg  College  is  a  private,  resi- 
dential, two-year  junior  college  affili- 
ated with  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

The  college  offers  associate  degrees 
in  arts,  science,  and  business,  while 
providing  a  bridge  for  students  to  make 
the  transition  between  high  school  and 
college. 

More  than  90  percent  of  Louisburg's 
graduates  transfer  to  four-year  colleges 
and  universities. 

Founded  in  1787,  Louisburg  College 
is  committed  to  offering  a  supportive 
community  which  nurtures  young  men 
and  women  intellectually,  culturally,  so- 
cially, physically,  and  spiritually. 

Chaplain  Gloria  Winston  Holloway 
joined  the  Louisburg  College  family  in 
the  spring  of  2006,  with  very  clear  goals 
for  the  college's  religious  life  program. 

"My  vision  for  campus  ministry  is 
to  help  students,  staff  and  faculty  learn 
and  grow  in  their  faith,"  Holloway  said. 
"I'm  here  to  share  God's  love  and  pro- 
vide opportunities  for  students,  staff 
and  faculty  to  strengthen  their  relation- 
ship with  God  and  each  other." 

Holloway  has  stayed  busy  since  her 
arrival,  offering  daily  prayer  meetings; 
weekly  bible  studies,  coffee  conversa- 
tions and  worship  celebrations;  and 
monthly  community  service  projects, 
workshops  and  lectures. 

Students  also  participate  in  the 
Christian  Life  Council  Student  Leader- 
ship team. 

Louisburg  College  enrolled  708  stu- 
dents this  fall.  Chaplain  Holloway  is 
encouraged  by  the  large  number  of  stu- 
dents that  have  already  turned  out  for 
campus  ministry  events,  including  102 
students  that  volunteered  for  the  com- 
munity service  day  in  September. 

In  November,  the  college  will  host  a 
special  program  for  local  ministers,  pas- 
tors and  church  leaders. 

Connect  with  Ministry  at  Louis- 
burg College  is  an  event  designed  to 
spotlight  students  who  are  involved  in 
campus  ministries  and  spiritual  life  pro- 
gramming. 

The  day  will  include  informational 
sessions  with  students,  staff  and  faculty, 
as  well  as  a  campus  worship  celebra- 
tion. 

*  Jade  Biggio  is  director  of  communica- 
tions at  Louisburg  College. 
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Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open  Doors... 

especially  on  Wednesday  mornings  at  Methodist  College 


By  Maria  Sikoryak-Robins  * 

Campus  Ministry  at  Methodist  Col- 
lege maintains  the  philosophy  that  ev- 
ery person  is  on  his  or  her  own  spiritual 
journey;  it  is  the  responsibility  of  Cam- 
pus Ministry  to  support  and  nurture 
these  individuals  as  they  pursue  their 
unique  spiritual  journeys. 

"Campus  Ministry  creates  great  op- 
portunities for  all  students,"  said  Ben 
Gray,  a  sophomore  at  Methodist  Col- 
lege. "It  allows  students  to  participate 
in  many  Christ-centered  activities 
while — at  the  same  time — providing  an 
influential  pathway  to  enhanced  spiri- 
tuality." 

Worship  is  held  in  Hensdale  Chapel 
every  Wednesday  morning  at  11  am. 
Students,  faculty,  staff,  and  friends  are 
reminded  in  the  weekly  bulletin  that 
"everyone  is  welcome  to  participate  in 
Campus  Ministry  for  worship,  fellow- 
ship, study,  support,  pursuit  of  justice, 
and  service  to  our  neighbor." 

It  is  a  time  for  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist College  community  to  share  their 
concerns,  offer  thanks,  listen  to  mo- 
ments of  inspiration,  and  even  share 
their  talents. 

One    Spirit,    Methodist  College's 


scholarship  vocal  ensemble,  Jane  Gar- 
diner, dean  of  the  School  of  Arts  and 
Humanities,  and  Larry  Wells,  direc- 
tor of  Instrumental  Activities,  have  all 
shared  their  musical  talents  at  worship 
this  semester. 

"It  is  a  privilege  for  me  to  be  able 
to  pause  in  the  middle  of  a  busy  week 
at  Methodist  College  and  attend  the 
weekly  chapel  services,"  said  Dr.  Robert 
Christian,  professor  of  English. 

"We  sing,  enjoy  special  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music  presented  by  various 
individuals  and  performing  groups  on 
campus,  share  prayer  concerns,  pray, 
and  enjoy  a  good  message  given  by 
Mike  Safley,  our  chaplain,"  he  added. 

"It  is  important  to  practice  accep- 
tance as  we  struggle  and  discover  our 
various  paths  on  our  journeys,"  said 
Dr.  Mike  Safley,  minister  to  the  College 
and  vice  president  of  Church  and  Com- 
munity Relations. 

"Frequently,  Mike  encourages  us 
to  share  reasons  why  we  are  grateful, 
which  is  such  a  good  way  to  examine 
our  lives,  relegate  life's  problems  to  a  po- 
sition of  strictly  secondary  importance, 
and  give  thanks  for  all  of  the  blessings 
that  God  has  showered  upon  us,"  said 
Dr.  Christian. 


Additionally,  special 
services  will  be  held  for 
Thanksgiving,  Christ- 
mas, and  Easter. 

"In  His  Grip"  Bible 
Study  is  Monday  at  8 
pm. 

The  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes 
meets  Tuesday  at  8 
pm,  and  "Deeper  Life" 
Bible  Study  and  dis- 
cussion is  on  Wednes- 
day at  9  pm. 

Campus  Ministry 
at  Methodist  College 
will  also  be  taking  part 
in  a  number  of  ser- 
vice projects  including 
Habitat  for  Human- 
ity, Special  Olympics, 
Woodcutting,  Opera- 
tion Christmas  Child, 
and  Domestic  and 
International  Work 
Teams. 

*     Maria  Sikoryak- 
Robins   is  director  of 
college  publications  at 
Methodist  College. 


Students  who  participate  in  One  Spirit,  Methodist  College's 
scholarship  vocal  ensemble,  have  shared  their  musical  tal- 
ents during  worship  this  semester.  Weekly  worship  is  a 
time  for  members  of  the  Methodist  College  community  to 
share  their  concerns,  offer  thanks,  listen  to  moments  of  in- 
spiration, and  share  their  talents.  Photo  by  Tiffany  Nabors, 
Methodist  campus  photographer. 


North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  is  committed  to  spiritual 
growth  for  its  students,  reaching  out  to  the  community 


By  Susan  Best  * 

On  the  morning  of  Wesleyan  Col- 
lege's first  home  football  game  this  year, 
many  of  the  players  and  Coach  Jack 
Ginn  gathered  together — not  on  their 
practice  field  but  at  Wesleyan's  Leon 
Russell  Chapel.  There  they  listened  in- 
tently as  Chaplain  Barry  P.  Drum  deliv- 
ered an  inspirational  message. 

The  voluntary  participation  of  stu- 


dent-athletes in  Chapel  services  before 
games  began  last  summer  during  foot- 
ball practice  and  promises  to  become 
a  campus  tradition  like  the  established 
weekly  meetings  of  the  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes. 

Wesleyan  is  committed  to  the  spiri- 
tual growth  of  its  students.  Weekly 
Chapel  services  are  open  to  everyone, 
regardless  of  their  religious  beliefs. 

"We  have  students  from  different  ra- 


cial and  religious  backgrounds  all  wor- 
shipping together,"  said  Chaplain  Drum. 
"Wesleyan  welcomes  religious  diversity 
as  an  opportunity  for  the  broadening  of 
minds  and  the  enrichment  of  discourse. 
Faculty  and  staff  participate  in  services, 
too,  not  just  students." 

"Students  take  part  in  discussion 
groups,  retreats,  and  service  projects 
such  as  Habitat  for  Humanity.  They 
have  collected  and  delivered  truckloads 
of  food,  clothing,  and  toys  to  local  char- 
ities. And  a  student  work-team  helped 
with  Gulf  Coast  cleanup,"  Drum  said. 

The  Refuge  Club,  a  campus  Chris- 
tian organization,  will  soon  help  restore 
the  historical  African-American  Unity 
Cemetery  in  Rocky  Mount. 

"This  will  be  a  multi-racial  effort," 
Drum  said. 

Wesleyan  has  reached  beyond  the 
campus  in  many  ways,  including: 

•  Presentation  of  a  monologue  of 
the  Gospel  of  Mark  by  Emmy 
Award-winning  Wayne  Turney. 

•  Dramatization  of  "A  Heart 
Strangely  Warmed,"  a  play  about 
the  life  of  John  Wesley. 

•  Performances  by  The  Wesleyan 


Players,  students  who  present 
dramatic  readings  and  skits  on  a 
Christian  theme. 
•  Concerts  by  the  Voices  ofTriumph, 
a  40-voice  student  choir,  which 
sang  at  the  Annual  Conference  in 
Greenville  last  June  and  has  placed 
first  in  competitions  with  choirs 
from  major  universities. 

*  Susan  Best  is  director  of  public  relations 
and  editor  of  Wesley  an  Magazine  at  NC 
Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount. 


Wesleyan  football  players  listened  intently  to  Chaplain  Barry  P.  Drum  at  a  special  ser- 
vice prior  to  their  first  home  game.  The  voluntary  participation  of  student-athletes 
in  Chapel  services  before  games  began  last  summer  during  football  practice  and 
promises  to  become  a  campus  tradition  like  the  established  weekly  meetings  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 


Let  5  Journey  To .... 
The  Land  of  the  Bible 


Jan  21  -  Israel/Palestine 
Jan  30  -  Jordan/lsrael/Palestine/  Istanbul 
Feb  11  -  Women  Rooted  in  Faith  in  Holy  Land 
Feb  20  -  Israel/Palestine  with  Storyteller 
Feb  28-  Birth,  Ministry  and  Passion  of  Christ 
May  17  -  Footsteps  of  Paul  in  Greece  /  Turkey- 
May  24  -  Greece  /Turkey  with  Storyteller 
Contact  ACTS  today  for  more  information 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI. »  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714*  919-783-8747  fax 
Atph3jb@juno.com 
www.Alphatouns.com 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Twst 
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Raleigh  Wesley  Foundation 
workteam  traveled  to  Mississippi 


By  Kirk  Oldham  * 

This  past  May,  the  Raleigh  Wesley 
Foundation  traveled  to  D'Iberville, 
Mississippi  to  continue  rebuilding  ef- 
forts in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

A  group  of  13  students,  alumni,  and 
staff  worked  out  of  Heritage  United 
Methodist  Church  to  tackle  several 
projects  during  the  week. 

For  some  students,  the  level  of  dev- 
astation, even  months  later,  was  over- 
whelming. 

Emily  Wray,  a  senior  at  North  Car- 
olina State  University  from  Julian  re- 
marked, "It  was  shocking  to  see  a  major 
highway  stacked  up  like  fallen  domi- 
nos  and  so  many  homes  and  lives  torn 
apart." 

At  the  same  time,  many  in  the  group 
were  inspired  by  the  resiliency  and  the 
graciousness  of  the  local  people. 


Even  the  simplest  of  tasks  often 
brought  tearful  expressions  of  apprecia- 
tion. 

The  group  spent  four  days  working 
in  and  around  the  D'Iberville  and  Bi- 
loxi  area  before  returning  to  Raleigh. 

The  Raleigh  Wesley  Foundation, 
chartered  in  1942,  draws  students  from 
North  Carolina  State  University,  Mer- 
edith College,  Peace  College,  and  Wake 
Technical  Community  College. 

The  Raleigh  Wesley  Foundation 
takes  a  mission  trip  each  year  alternat- 
ing between  within  the  United  States 
and  outside  the  US. 

More  information  about  the  Raleigh 
Wesley  Foundation  and  its  activities 
may  be  found  at  the  website:  www.nc- 
cumc.org/raleigh-wesley/. 

*  The  Rev  Kirk  Oldham  is  campus  minis- 
ter for  the  Raleigh  Wesley  Foundation. 


UNC-Pembroke  is  home  to  SWIFT: 
Students  Walking  in  Faith  and  Truth 


By  Jason  E.  Chandler  * 


Since  the  1980s,  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina  at 
Pembroke  (UNCP)  has  expe- 
rienced exponential  growth  in 
its  undergraduate  and  graduate 
programs. 

Eighty-eight  of  100  North 
Carolina  counties,  35  states 
and  US  territories,  and  21  interna- 
tional countries  are  represented  on 
the  highly  diverse  campus. 

With  so  many  students  hailing 
from  different  backgrounds,  cam- 
pus ministry  at  the  UNCP  has  been 
and  still  is  an  interesting,  yet  fulfill- 
ing challenge. 

For  its  entire  duration  on  the 
campus,  the  ministry  has  been 
known  by  its  namesake,  The  Wes- 
ley Foundation.  This  past  year  the 
ministry  was  given  a  new  alias.  The 
Wesley  Foundation  at  UNCP  is  now 
known  as  S.W.I. FT  This  is  an  acro- 
nym that  stands  for:  Students  Walk- 
ing in  Faith  and  Truth. 

The  campus  board  at  Pembroke 
First  United  Methodist  Church, 
along  with  its  pastor,  Rev.  Dufrene 
Cummings,  and  a  student  intern 
have  been  successful  in  establishing 
a  regular  Wednesday  morning  Bible 
study  session  on  the  campus. 

A  special  room  is  reserved  in  one 
of  the  classroom  buildings  and  all 
students  are  notified  of  special  top- 


One  of  the  main  objectives 
of  the  group  is  to  make 
each  student  feel  as  welcome 
as  possible  without  regard 
to  denominational  affiliation. 


ics/sections  of  scriptures  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 

Also,  breakfast  and  treat  giveaways 
have  been  set  up  in  the  university's 
student  center  several  times  to  boost 
awareness  of  S.W.I.F.T. 

Another  important  ministry  that 
the  group  continues  to  hope  to  be 
a  part  of  is  the  Purnell  Swett  High 
School  Young  Christian  Association. 
In  the  past,  S.W.I.F.T.  purchased 
breakfast  and  led  the  students  in  a 
devotional  time  before  class. 

It  was  an  opportunity  to  fellowship 
with  the  students  and  to  introduce 
them  to  Christian  life  at  the  university. 

One  of  the  main  objectives  of 
the  group  is  to  make  each  student 
feel  as  welcome  as  possible  without 
regards  to  denominational  affilia- 
tion. All  activities  and  studies  are 
Christ-centered  with  the  initiative  of 
building  and  enriching  relationships 
with  our  Savior. 

*  Jason  E.  Chandler,  a  sophomore  at 
UNCP  majoring  in  psychology,  is  a 
member  of  Pembroke  First. 


Raleigh  Wesley  Foundation  traveled  to  D'Iberville,  Mississippi  to  continue  rebuild- 
ing efforts  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  This  year  13  students,  alumni,  and  staff 
tackled  several  projects  through  Heritage  UMC 


UNC-Chapel  Hill  students 
embark  on  spiritual  journey 


By  Jan  Rivero  * 

Students  at  the  Wesley  Campus  Min- 
istry at  UNC  Chapel  Hill  are  traveling 
together  this  year  on  a  spiritual  journey 
"from  the  image  of  God  to  the  likeness 
of  Christ." 

This  theme,  based  on  I  John  3:2, 
grounds  the  ministry  in  the  reminder:  "We 
are  God's  children  now;  what  we  will  be 
has  not  yet  been  revealed.  What  we  know 
is  this:  when  he  is  revealed,  we  will  be  like 
him,  for  we  will  see  him  as  he  is." 

Spiritual  formation  groups,  fall  re- 
treat, Sunday  evening  worship  services, 
and  even  outreach  ministries,  help  stu- 
dents consider  how  their  lives  are  trans- 
formed by  the  saving  grace  of  Christ 
and  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Wes- 
ley's Wednesday  programs  center  on 
"Exploring  the  Way,"  curriculum  from 
the  Companions  in  Christ  series,  intro- 
ducing students  to  spiritual  disciplines 
that  strengthen  faith. 

Other  small  groups  aid  students  with 
particular  stages  on  the  road:  first  year 
or  senior  transitions;  considering  min- 


istry and  other  vocations. 

Fall  retreat  at  Kure  Beach  gave  stu- 
dents time  to  consider  the  change  and 
transformation  that  are  part  of  their  life 
in  Christ.  The  notions  of  removing  our 
veils  and  facing  suffering  challenged 
students  to  accept  some  of  the  hardest 
parts  of  the  passage  from  child  faith  to 
adult  faith. 

In  the  context  of  Sunday  evening 
worship,  students  have  reflected  on 
their  spiritual  journeys:  what  to  take, 
what  to  leave  behind,  what  the  destina- 
tion is  and  how  to  get  there,  who  the 
companions  are  on  the  journey,  and 
what  the  stumbling  blocks  are. 

The  leadership  team  holds  the  prayer, 
the  hope,  the  goal  that  this  worship- 
ping community  of  university  students 
will  grow  more  deeply  into  the  heart  of 
God  and  from  that  place  they  will  be 
launched  into  the  world  to  be  agents  of 
Christ's  transforming  love. 

*  The  Rev.  Jan  Rivero  is  campus  minis- 
ter at  the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry,  UNC 
-  Chapel  Hill. 


A  fall  retreat  at  Kure  Beach  gave  UNC  students  time  to  consider  the  change  and 
transformation  that  are  part  of  their  life  in  Christ. 
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United  Christian  Campus  Ministry  provides  spiritual  support 

for  students  at  UNC-Wilmington  and  Cape  Fear  Community  College 


By  Nancy  Cooper  * 

United  Christian  Campus  Ministry 
(UCCM),  at  UNC-Wilmington,  be- 
gan in  1972  when  religious  leaders  in 
the  community  recognized  the  need  for 
spiritual  support  on  the  campus.  Work- 
ing together,  a  program  developed  that 
has  grown  to  meet  the  continuing  needs 
of  not  only  UNC-Wilmington,  but 
Cape  Fear  Community  College  as  well. 

UCCM  is  the  oldest  campus  minis- 
try with  34  years  on  the  UNC-Wilm- 
ington campus  and  6  years  on  the  Cape 
Fear  Community  College  campus. 


With  an  enrollment  of  12,000  at 
UNC-Wilmington  and  7,000  plus  at 
Cape  Fear  Community  College,  the  po- 
tential for  ministry  is  great.  UCCM  is 
the  only  campus  ministry  to  have  a  full- 
time,  ordained  clergy  serving  as  campus 
minister. 

The  mission  of  United  Christian 
Campus  Ministry  is  to  encourage,  nur- 
ture and  support  the  spiritual  growth  in 
the  personal  and  community  life  of  stu- 
dents, faculty,  administration  and  staff 
at  institutions  of  higher  education  in 
Southeastern  North  Carolina. 

More  information  about  the  minis- 


try may  be  found  at  the  website:  www. 
uccmwil.com. 

UCCM  is  an  outreach  of  the  Dis- 
ciples of  Christ,  Presbyterian  Church 
(PCUSA),  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  African  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Zion  Church. 

Representatives  from  each  of  these 
supporting  churches  come  together  as 
a  board  of  directors  to  support,  evalu- 
ate and  advocate  for  the  ministry.  All 
that  UCCM  is  able  to  do  is  the  result  of 
the  generous  financial  support  of  local 
churches  and  denominations,  as  well  as 
individual  contributors. 


United  Christian  Campus  Ministry 
celebrates  the  years  of  service  provided 
to  the  campuses  of  higher  education 
in  the  Wilmington  area.  UCCM  looks 
forward  to  expanding  the  ministry,  in 
the  months  ahead,  to  include  other 
campuses  along  the  coast  of  Southeast- 
ern North  Carolina. 

UCCM  continues  to  move  forward, 
with  this  great  vision,  developing  min- 
istries for  the  "making  of  disciples  for 
the  transformation  of  the  world." 

*  The  Rev.  Nancy  Cooper  is  UCCM  cam- 
pus minister. 


Campus  ministers  seek  church  help  with  students'  transition 
into  adulthood  and  'helicopter  parents'  who  struggle  to  let  go 


(UMNS)  -  Parents  who  cannot  let 
students  handle  their  own  problems  are 
referred  to  by  educators  as  "helicopter 
parents"  for  their  tendency  to  hover  over 
their  college-age  offspring.  Some  par- 
ents try  to  intervene  in  problems  with 
roommates,  scheduling,  dorm  rooms, 
grade  disputes  and  other  matters. 

College  students  having  trouble 
making  the  transition  to  adulthood  in- 
creasingly rely  on  cell  phone  calls  and 
e-mails  to  their  parents,  a  United  Meth- 
odist campus  ministers  group  says. 

So  campus  ministers  are  asking  local 
churches  to  develop  ministries  that  help 
parents  and  college  freshmen  adjust  to 
this  transition. 

"I've  had  faculty  members  tell  me 
they'll  be  discussing  a  grade  with  a  stu- 
dent, and  the  student  will  take  out  their 
cell  phone  and  call  their  mother,  then 
hand  the  cell  phone  to  the  professor," 
said  the  Rev.  Bill  Campbell,  co-chair- 
person of  the  United  Methodist  Cam- 
pus Ministers  Association  and  a  cam- 
pus minister  at  Middle  Tennessee  State 
University  in  Murfreesboro. 

College  as  a  rite  of  passage 

"Campus  ministers  have  seen  a  real 
change  in  the  last  few  years  of  students 
not  being  ready  to  take  on  adult  re- 
sponsibilities when  they  get  to  college 
and  parents  struggling  with  how  to  deal 
with  this,  not  knowing  how  much  to 
help,"  Campbell  said. 

The  Rev.  Luther  Felder,  a  staff  mem- 
ber in  the  UM  Board  of  Higher  Edu- 
cation and  Ministry's  Campus  Minis- 
try Section,  agrees  that  churches  can 
help  parents  and  college  students.  The 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min- 
istry sponsors  the  campus  ministers'  as- 
sociation, which  works  closely  with  the 
Division  of  Higher  Education  on  cam- 
pus ministry  issues. 


"This  is  a  very  important  rite  of  pas- 
sage that  offers  local  congregations  a 
unique  opportunity  to  reach  out  to  par- 
ents and  young  adults  who  are  strug- 
gling with  this  issue."  Felder  said. 

"As  campus  ministers,  we  try  to  treat 
the  students  as  adults  and  have  to  as- 
sume that  when  they  make  a  commit- 
ment, they  will  act  as  an  adult,"  Camp- 
bell said. 

Unfortunately,  parents  do  not  always 
support  that  treatment,  he  said. 

Recommendations  for  churches 
and  annual  conferences 

The  campus  ministers'  group  is  urg- 
ing local  churches  to  help  in  several 
ways.  First,  it  would  like  to  see  church- 
es develop  special  Sunday  school  classes 
on  parenting  college  students,  as  well  as 
ongoing  ministries  for  parents  -  espe- 
cially parents  of  first-year  students. 

Annual  conferences  are  encouraged 
to  develop  workshops  on  parenting  of 
college  students  for  parents  and  clergy. 
UM  campus  ministers  and  chaplains 
offer  themselves  as  consultants  to  help 
annual  conferences  develop  college-age 
parenting  strategies. 

Request  for  new  resources 

Association  members  are  also  asking 
the  denominationwide  boards,  agen- 
cies and  the  UM  Publishing  House  to 
develop  books  and  other  resources  on 
Christian  parenting  of  college  students 
and  young  adults. 

"Over-involved  parenting  hampers 
students'  transition  into  adulthood, 
their  spiritual  development  and  career 
preparation,"  Campbell  said. 

"As  campus  ministers,  we  have  al- 
ways sought  to  lead  college  students 
into  a  healthy  adult  spiritual  develop- 
ment, but  our  opportunity  to  assist  par- 


ents in  healthy  parenting  roles  is  very 
limited."  That  is  why  the  association  is 
asking  churches  to  step  in,  he  said. 

Suggeested  reading  for  parents 

The  association's  coordinating  com- 
mittee recommends  a  variety  of  books 
for  parents  of  college  students,  includ- 
ing The  Launching  Years:  Strategies  for 
Parenting  From  Senior  Year  to  College 
Life  by  Laura  S.  Kastner  and  Jennifer 
Wyatt  (Three  Rivers  Press);  When  Your 
Kid  Goes  to  College:  A  Survival  Guide  by 
Carol  Barkin  (Harper  Paperbacks);  and 
Letting  Go:  A  Parents  Guide  to  Under- 
standing the  College  Years  by  Karen  L. 


Coburn  and  Madge  L.  Treegrer  (Harp- 
erCollins). 

Recommended  reading 
for  pastors  and  other  leaders 

Recommended  readings  for  pastors, 
campus  ministers  and  conference  lead- 
ers include  College  of  the  Overwhelmed: 
The  Campus  Mental  Health  Crisis  and 
What  To  Do  About  It  by  Richard  Kad- 
ison  and  Theresa  Foy  DiGeronino 
(Jossey-Bass);  and  Generation  Me:  Why 
Today's  Young  Americans  Are  More  Con- 
fident, Assertive,  Entitled  -  And  More 
Miserable  Than  Ever  Before  by  Jean  M. 
Twenge  (Free  Press). 
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You're  invited  to 

Cokesbury's 
Christmas 
Open  House 

Three  Big  Days! 
Thursday-Saturday,  Nov.  16-18 

Raleigh  Greensboro 

ph:  866-265-2665  ph:  866-629-31 16 

Lake  Junaluska  Charlotte 

ph :  866-439-7684  ph :  866-863-97 1 3 


Save 


on  books, 
Bibles,  gifts, 
greeting  cards, 
recorded  music, 
and  more! 

Refreshment's  served 


Cokesbury 

stoic,  web,  phone 
Cokosbury.com  I  1.800.672. 1789 
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Education  foundation  approves  2007-08  scholarship. 


(UMNS)  ~  The  United  Methodist 
Higher  Education  Foundation  approved 
a  total  of  $1.8  million  in  scholarship 
funding  for  all  2007-2008  academic 
year  programs.  This  funding  will  pro- 
vide scholarship  support  for  more  than 
1,000  students  and  is  an  increase  over 
the  974  scholarships  totaling  more  than 
$1.4  million  awarded  during  the  2005- 
2006  academic  year. 

The  board  of  trustees  stated  that 
United  Methodist  Dollars  for  Scholars, 
the  popular  church  matching  scholar- 
ship program,  will  provide  325  schol- 


arships for  total  awards  of 
$650,000  for  the  2007-2008 
academic  year.  Through  this 
program,  the  foundation 
provides  a  matching  schol- 
arship for  churches  that  raise  $1,000 
on  behalf  of  student  members  to  attend 
a  United  Methodist-related  college  or 
seminary.  Included  are  25  matching 
scholarships  specifically  designated  for 
Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native  American 
students. 

In  cooperation  with  United  Meth- 
odist-related colleges  and  seminaries, 


United  Methodist  A  — 
Higher  Education  £ 
r^St-  Foundation  i 


the  foundation  again  will 
offer  the  Triple  Your  Dol- 
lars program  for  students 
attending  select  United 
Methodist-related  institu- 
tions. Participating  schools  will  provide 
an  additional  $1,000  match  for  appli- 
cants, bringing  the  scholarship  award 
to  $3,000.  Under  the  Quadruple  Your 
Dollars  program,  select  United  Meth- 
odist conference  foundations  will  pro- 
vide an  additional  $1,000  scholarship, 
bringing  the  total  possible  award  to 
$4,000.  Additional  information,  guide- 


lines and  applications  for  2007  scholar- 
ships will  be  available  on  the  founda- 
tion's Web  site  at  www.umhef.org  in 
November. 

The  board  also  approved  $100,000 
in  funding  for  a  scholarship  initiative 
being  developed  by  partner  groups  in 
the  denomination's  Southeastern  Juris- 
diction to  provide  an  additional  100 
scholarships  for  students  in  that  juris- 
diction. 

For  more  information  regarding 
foundation  programs,  visit  www.um- 
hef.org  or  call  (800)  811-8110. 


Hay  Street  UMC,  Fayetteville  -  Church  on  the  Farm 

Richard  Perry,  chair  of  Trustees,  (standing  left)  is  joining  other  members  gathered  for 
the  Hay  Street  UMC  "Church  on  the  Farm.'The  event  was  held  in  Fayetteville  during 
September  on  the  1 20  acre  farm  of  the  Garland  Smith  family.  More  than  200  persons, 
from  infants  in  carriages  attended  by  parents  to  nursing  home  members  brought  by 
active  members,  attended  the  celebration.  Roast  chicken,  barbecue  chicken,  a  pig 
for 'pig  picking'  plus  grilled  hamburgers  and  hot  dogs  were  prepared.  Assorted  iced 
drinks  in  huge  coolers  and  an  array  of  side  dishes  and  desserts  were  available.  Bless- 
ing was  offered  by  Dr.  John  Tyson,  pastor  at  Hay  Street.  A  report  on  construction  of 
the  Family  Life  Center  under  construction  indicated  that  the  center  should  be  avail- 
able in  January  2007. 


Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  grant  committee 

The  Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  (CPI)  grant  committee  met  on  October  9 
at  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Durham  to  consider  applications  from  1 1  churches,  representing 
eight  districts. The  committee  awarded  $25,000  in  grants  for  programs  such  as  adult 
computer  training,  child  care  and  afterschool  tutoring  programs,  a  life  skills  seminar 
for  youth,  and  spiritual  formation  covenant  groups  for  low  income  families.  Pictured 
are  committee  members  (I  to  r)  Gary  Locklear,  LaNella  Smith,  Steve  Hickle,  Rosanna 
Panizo-Valladares,  and  Brian  Faggart.  Application  deadline  for  the  next  grant  cycle  is 
March  30, 2007.  Photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson. 


First  UMC,  Hamlet  -  Gibson  Scholarship  Awards 

The  Norman  Thomas  Gibson  and  daughter,  Martha  Stewart  Gibson  Scholarship  Fund 
was  established  in  memory  of  Norman  T.  Gibson  and  Martha  S.  Gibson  by  friends 
and  family.  The  fund  provides  educational  financial  assistance  for  members  of  Ham- 
let First  UMC  graduating  from  high  school  or  presently  enrolled  in  an  institution  of 
higher  learning.  This  year  $1,000  awards  went  to  two  individuals:  Rebecca  Dunn  and 
Kaitlyn  Mohn  (center).  The  scholarships  were  award  by  Mrs.  Judith  Gibson  (left)  dur- 
ing Sunday  morning  worship  with  the  Rev.  Adolph  Smith,  Hamlet  pastor  (right). 


Elevation  UMC,  Benson  -  Ark  Award 


Heifer  International  volunteer,  Helen  Little  (right)  presents  the  Ark  Award  to 
Elevation  UMC  in  Benson.  Receiving  the  award  on  behalf  of  Elevation  UMC  is  Colon 
Davis,  chair  of  Church  Council.  The  Ark  Award  is  given  to  any  organization  that  do- 
nates $5000  for  an  "ark"  of  animals  to  help  stop  hunger. 
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Participating  in  the  groundbreaking  were  (L-R)  Dr.  Robert  Mangum,  Ernie  Lowry,  Brenda  Moore,  the  Rev.  Leonard  Fairley  -  Rock- 
ingham District  Superintendent,  Francis  Ragan,  Sandra  Hunt-  Day  Care  Director,  Joy  Locklear-Day  Care  Chairperson,  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn,  Jerry  Cummings,  the  Rev.  Kong  Namkung,  the  Rev.  Mattheue  B.  Locklear  -  Pastor.  Photo  by  William  Lowry 


Day  care  center  groundbreaking  held  at  Sandy  Plains  UMC 


By  Pat  Baker  * 

Sandy  Plains  UMC,  near  Pembroke, 
held  a  groundbreaking  for  an  expanded 
day  care  facility  on  October  7.  The  new 
day  care  building  will  have  space  to  care 
for  96  children  and  also  offer  an  after 
school  care  program. 

Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  and  Rocking- 
ham District  Superintendent  Leonard 


Fairley  participated  in  the  service. 

The  day  care  ministry  began  at  San- 
dy Plains  with  25  children  in  August 
1 997  under  the  vision  of  the  Rev.  Kong 
S.  Namkung. 

The  mission  was  for  the  Christian 
education  of  children,  and  children 
were  taught  in  church  classrooms.  Cur- 
rently, the  day  care  has  reached  its  ca- 
pacity at  48  children. 


After  Dr.  Robert  Mangum  became 
pastor  at  Sandy  Plains  in  2000,  plans 
for  the  construction  effort  began.  The 
current  pastor,  Rev.  Mattheue  Locklear, 
and  day  care  director  Sandra  Hunt  have 
continued  to  work  so  the  groundbreak- 
ing could  take  place. 

*  Pat  Baker  is  a  member  of  Sandy 
Plains  UMC. 


Roberdell  UMC 
honors  local 
firefighters  with 
annual  meal 

Members  of  Roberdell  UMC  in 
Rockingham,  wanting  to  recognize  the 
dedication  and  willingness  to  serve  by 
firefighters,  decided  in  the  wake  of  the 
9-11-01  terrorist  attacks  to  honor  fire- 
fighters with  a  home  cooked  dinner 

It  began  with  a  meal  for  firefight- 
ers of  Northside  Fire  Department,  the 
local  unit  that  serves  the  area  of  the 
church,  Now,  the  meal  has  become  an 
annual  event. 

Nineteen  firefighters  attended 
the  dinner  this  year  which  is  held 
annually  on  the  Wednesday  before 
September  11. 

At  the  dinner,  Roberdell  members 
decorated  tables  and  the  room  to  show 
their  appreciation  of  the  work  that  the 
local  volunteers  do. 

Tables  were  decorated  to  look  like 
the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  on  each  table 
was  a  miniature  firefighter's  helmet  and 
a  copy  of  the  fireman's  prayer. 

On  the  menu  were  fried  chicken, 
pinto  beans,  cole  slaw,  fried  cornbread 
and  peach  cobbler. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Schronce,  pastor  at 
Roberdell,  made  a  few  comments  and 
told  a  few  firefighter  stories.  He  talked 
about  the  sacrifice  firefighters  make  by 
giving  their  lives  to  save  others. 

Rev.  Schronce  said  firefighters  are 
not  often  thanked  until  their  service  is 
needed  and  thanked  the  firefighters  for 
all  they  do. 

The  assistant  chief  said  the  event  was 
a  morale  builder  for  the  department 
and  was  gready  appreciated. 


George  C.  Megill  receives  award 

George  C.  Megill,  retired  missionary  to 
Brazil,  was  recently  recognized  as  Vol- 
unteer of  the  Year  for  Central  Prison  in 
Raleigh,  honoring  his  12-year  participa- 
tion in  the  Kairos  Prison  Ministry.  Megill 
also  helps  teach  the  DISCIPLE  class  at 
Wake  Correctional  Center  with  Roger 
Windon  from  Genesis  UMC  (Cary)  and 
Steve  Martin. 


The  Coalition  of  Christian  Women  —  Fourth  Anniversary 

The  Coalition  of  Christian  Women  celebrated  the  fourth  anniversary  meeting  on  October  10  at  Garber  UMC  in  New  Bern.  This 
interracial/interdenominational  ministry  was  started  by  a  small  number  of  United  Methodist  Women  in  October  2002  and  has 
continued  to  grow.  The  welcome  and  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Powell  Osteen,  Jr.  Other  guest  speakers  included 
the  Rev.  E.  C.  Dodson  of  St.  Julian's  AMEZ  Church  in  Jacksonville,  the  Rev.  Laura  Early  of  All  God's  Children  UMC  in  Aulander,  and 
the  Rev.  Lawrence  Johnsonrdirector  of  the  NC  Conference  Multicultural  and  Social  Ministries.  The  Rev.  Charles  C.  Smith  ofTuttles 
Grove  UMC  closed  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

Article  and  photo  submissions  to  Advocate  are  welcome 

A  photograph  and/or  an  article  of  a  major  event  in  the  life  of  a  local  church  can  be  sent  for  possible  use  in  an  edi- 
tion of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate.  The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month  prior  to  publication. 
All  articles  and  photos  are  subject  to  editing.  Photographs  should  be  300  dpi  in  JPG  or  TIF  formats.  Email  articles  and 
photographs  to  bnorton@nccumc.org.  For  questions,  call  Bill  Norton,  Advocate  editor,  at  1-800-849-4433. 
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NC  couple  helps  at  Mercy  Ships'  operations 
center  through  NOMADS  outreach  ministry 


By  Larry  Mast  * 

Joe  and  Fran  Kossan  from  Hender- 
son arrived  at  Mercy  Ships  Internation- 
al Operations  Center  (IOC)  in  Texas 
during  the  blistering  late-summer  heat 
of  August. 

Someone  in  Texas  jokingly  ques- 
tioned their  sanity.  Joe  and  Fran,  how- 
ever, are  very  sane  and  committed  to 
what  they  believe  in-serving  others 
through  the  ministry  of  NOMADS 
(Nomads  On  A  Mission  Active  in  Di- 
vine Service). 

NOMADS  is  a  United  Method- 


Fran  Kossan  helped  in  the  dining  room,  cleaning  tables, 
sweeping  floors  or  washing  windows.  Whatever  needed  to 
be  done,  she  did  it — with  a  smile. 


ist  Church  mission 
outreach  ministry 
through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Min- 
istries. The  program 
connects  persons  with 
recreational  vehicles 
with  the  opportunity 
to  share  their  time  and 
skills  in  United  Methodist  projects,  in- 
cluding churches,  camps,  mission  agen- 
cies, and  local  neighborhoods. 

The  Kossans  are  the  first  NOMADS 
helping  at  Mercy  Ships,  and  they  hope 
more  will  follow.  Fran  helped  in  the 
dining  room,  cleaning 
tables,  sweeping  floors 
or  washing  windows. 
Whatever  needed  to 
be  done,  she  did  it — 
with  a  smile.  She  also 
cleaned  the  swim- 
ming pool  on  a  regu- 
lar basis  which  staff 
used  on  evenings  and 
weekends  to  cool  off 
from  the  Texas  heat. 

Fran,  who  never 
knew  a  stranger,  says, 
"Everyone  I've  met 
here  is  wonderful!" 


NOMADS 

Mission  Volunteers 


Pension  Protection  Act 
of 2006  includes  provisions 
related  to  documentation 
of  donations  and  new  ability 
to  give  to  charity  through  IRA 

Local  church  leaders  should  not 
assume  that  the  Pension  Protection 
Act  of  2006,  signed  into  law  on  Au- 
gust 17,  has  little  to  do  with  giving  in 
the  local  church,  said  the  Rev.  Jim 
Mentzer,  director  of  planned  giving  for 
the  NC  Conference  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  Inc.. 

"This  recent  legislation  contains  two 
interesting  provisions  buried  within  its 
900-plus  pages  that  have  a  direct  impact 
on  local  congregations  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,"  Mentzer  said. 

Embedded  in  the  act  is  a  benefit  for 
seniors  over  70  Vz  years  of  age. 

"They  (seniors  over  70  1/2  )  can  now 
transfer,  tax-free,  up  to  $100,000  a  year 
in  both  2006  and  2007  directly  from  an 
IRA  to  a  qualified  charity,  such  as  their 
local  church.  Or,  they  can  make  an  en- 
dowment gift  through  United  Method- 
ist Foundation  to  benefit  the  ministries 
of  their  congregation,"  Mentzer  said. 

This  type  of  charitable  gift  will  sat- 
isfy the  minimum  distribution  require- 


ment for  traditional  IRAs. 

"Under  long-standing  tax  law,  own- 
ers of  traditional  IRAs  must  start  taking 
'required  minimum  distributions'  after 
age  70  Vi  and  pay  taxes  on  those  distri- 
butions. Under  the  new  law,  these  direct 
transfers  to  charitable  organizations  will 
not  be  counted  as  taxable  income." 

Mentzer  cautions,  however,  that  mon- 
ey taken  out  of  the  IRA  must  go  direcdy 
to  the  charity  without  the  IRA's  owner 
touching  the  funds,  such  as  depositing 
the  funds  in  his  or  her  personal  checking 
or  savings  account.  Otherwise,  he  said, 
the  gift  must  be  declared  as  ordinary  in- 
come and  taxes  must  be  paid. 

In  the  past,  gifts  to  churches  and 
charitable  organizations  could  only  be 
deducted  by  taxpayers  who  itemized 
deductions.  Only  one  third  of  taxpay- 
ers used  this  option. 

"This  new  legislation  allows  a  person 
taking  distributions  from  an  IRA  to  give 
some,  or  all,  of  those  dollars  to  a  church 
or  charity  without  having  it  count  as  in- 
come for  the  year,"  Mentzer  said. 

"This  means  that  a  charitable  gift 
could  now  be  made  without  having  to 
itemize  deductions.  Moreover,  this  re- 
duction in  taxable  income  might  mean 
that  one's  Social  Security  benefit  would 
not  be  taxed  as  heavily  as  could  other- 


Joe  recently  retired 
from  a  pastorate  in 
the  Methodist  church. 
He  is  an  accomplished 
carpenter  and  handy- 
man and  brought  a 
large  assortment  of  his 
own  tools,  packed  in  a 
small  jeep  towed  be- 
hind their  motor  home.  Painting,  fram- 
ing, dry-walling,  building  stairs  or  dig- 
ging a  ditch — Joe  did  everything  with 
care  and  quality. 

As  a  pastor  he  often  said,  "The 
church  always  does  its  best  work  out- 
side the  building." 

Mercy  Ships  serves  the  poorest  of  the 
poor  around  the  world.  The  program 
offers  free  life-changing  surgeries  on 
the  hospital  ships,  helps  dig  wells  and 
trains  people  in  agriculture,  health  care 
or  sanitation. 

But  while  that  happens  on  the  field, 
there  are  'behind  the  scenes'  needs  in 
East  Texas  at  the  Mercy  Ships  interna- 
tional headquarters.  Buildings  require 
service,  maintenance  and  upgrades, 
done  by  people  like  the  Kossans.  Other 
short-term  positions  are  also  available. 

The  help  of  NOMADS  and  Joe  and 
Fran  makes  Mercy  Ships  possible.  By 


Joe  Kossan  recently  retired  from  a  pas- 
torate in  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  an 
accomplished  carpenter  and  handy- 
man. Painting,  framing,  dry-walling, 
building  stairs  or  digging  a  ditch — Joe 
did  everything  with  care  and  quality. 

their  service  in  Texas,  the  Kossans  effec- 
tively reached  the  poor  as  far  away  as 
Africa — and  beyond. 

For  more  information  about  Mercy 
Ships,  visit  www.mercyships.org,  email 
info@mercyships.org,  or  call  phone 
800-772-SHIPS.  For  more  informa- 
tion about  NOMADS,  visit  www.no- 
madsumc.org. 

*  Larry  Mast  works  with  Mercy  Ships. 


Window  of  opportunity  opens  for  charitable  gifts  from  IRAs 


wise  be  the  case." 

Mentzer  offers  a 
few  caveats.  "Such 
gifts  can  only  be  made 
from  traditional  or 
Roth  IRAs  only  -  not 
401(k)s,  403(b)s,  or 
other  types  of  quali- 
fied retirement  plans, 
and  not  from  SEP  or 
SIMPLE  plans.  And, 
such  gifts  must  go 
directly  to  a  public 
charity." 

The  new  legislation 
does  not  apply  to  gifts 
being  made  from  pri- 
vate foundations,  charitable  gift  annui- 
ties, or  donor-advised  funds. 

To  take  advantage  of  this  gift  provi- 
sion opportunity,  each  year's  transfer 
must  be  completed  prior  to  December 
31  of  that  year.  To  ensure  a  clear  un- 
derstanding of  the  implications  of  these 
new  provisions  for  your  own  situation, 
one  should  always  consult  with  person- 
al legal  and  accounting  advisors. 

The  second  provision  in  the  new  act 
requires  church-goers  to  have  written 
documentation  for  all  gifts  to  the  church 
before  claiming  a  tax  deduction. 

"Gone  are   the   days   of  putting 


Rev.  Jim  Mentzer 


$20  cash  into  the 
offering  plate  and 
claiming  it  on  your 
taxes,"  said  Mentzer. 
Offering  envelopes 
or  other  documenta- 
tion will  be  required 
for  cash  offerings  so 
that  the  cash  gift  can 
be  recorded. 

Previously,  small 
cash  contributions, 
could  be  made  each 
Sunday  and  the  do- 
nor could  claim  a 
tax  deduction  with- 
out documentation. 
"Under  the  2006  Pension  Protection 
Act,  all  cash  donations  must  be  docu- 
mented by  the  church,"  Mentzer  said. 

For  questions  about  this  legislation 
or  about  planned  giving  opportunities, 
call  Rev.  Mentzer  at  the  foundation 
offices  at  800-555-4718. 

United  Methodist  Foundation,  Inc. 
was  created  in  1955  by  the  NC  Confer- 
ence to  provide  education  on  planned 
giving.  In  addition,  the  foundation 
offers  socially  responsible  investment 
management  services.  The  UMF  of- 
fice is  located  in  the  west  wing  of  the 
Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh. 
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Operation  InAsMuch  brings 
churches  and  communities  together 


By  Pam  Watkins  * 

In  a  powerful  expression  of  Chris- 
tian unity  and  Ecumenical  service  to  a 
small  rural  community,  Operation  In- 
AsMuch (OIAM)  provided  a  one-day 
blitz  of  community  action  and  compas- 
sion in  Biscoe,  Candor  and  Star,  near 
the  western  border  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference. 

Funded  in  part  by  MERCI's  "Neigh- 
bor to  Neighbor"  grants  to  Page  Me- 
morial UMC  of  Biscoe,  Candor  UMC, 
Star  UMC  and  Bascom  Chapel  UMC, 
OIAM  coordinated  hands  and  hearts 
from  churches  in  and  around  Mont- 
gomery County  on  September  9. 

Volunteers  cut  and  delivered  18 
truckloads  of  firewood,  delivered  gifts 
and  food  to  nursing  homes  and  school 
supplies  to  local  schools,  made  critical 
repairs  at  several  houses,  cleaned  yards, 
managed  the  Biscoe  Food  Pantry  at 
Page  Memorial  and  then  fed  the  pantry 


patrons  lunch  (over  500  hotdogs  were 
served  for  lunch  that  day). 

The  Food  Pantry  patrons  were  also 
offered  heath  screenings  and  911  signs 
for  their  homes.  Children  baked  24 
loaves  of  sourdough  bread  and  12  pies, 
which  were  then  delivered  to  persons  in 
the  community. 

With  sewing  machines  humming, 
seamstresses  made  35  walker  or  wheel- 
chair caddies  and  22  large  bibs  for  nurs- 
ing home  residents. 

Operation  InAsMuch  originated 
at  Snyder  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in 
Fayetteville  in  1995. 

This  was  the  third  year  of  OIAM  in 
Montgomery  County,  coordinated  by 
Rebecca  Blake  of  Montgomery  County 
Churches  in  Action,  an  interfaith  and 
multiracial  organization  of  14  churches 
working  closely  together  and  making  a 
big  difference  in  this  economically  de- 
pressed area  of  the  state. 

Where  separately,  small  churches  strug- 


Daniel  Kern  and  Crystal  Cockman  from  Bascom  Chapel  UMC  making  repairs. 


gle  to  be  in  ministry,  collectively  these 
churches  in  rural  townships  have  band- 
ed together  to  make  a  significant  impact 
while  working  joyfully  in  Christian  love 
"for  the  least  of  these"  in  our  midst. 
"Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 


one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren, 
ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  (Matthew 
25:40b) 

*  The  Rev.  Pam  Watkins  is  pastor  of 
Biscoe/ Bascom  Charge,  Sanford  District. 


WARM  offers  repairs  and  hope  continued  from  page  1 


tirement  age  and  begin  to  wind  down, 
West  began  winding  up.  An  active 
member  of  Oleander  UMC  in  Wilm- 
ington, his  efforts  for  WARM  draw 
upon  his  experiences  growing  up  on  a 
tobacco  farm  in  Bladen  County. 

No  stranger  to  hard  work  and  hot 
days  in  the  fields,  West  learned  at  an 
early  age  how  to  make  repairs  and  get 
things  working. 

His  career  as  a  life  insurance  sales- 
man taught  him  another  valuable  skill: 
how  to  talk  with  people  and  to  listen  to 
their  needs. 

For  over  10-years,  West,  who  now 
serves  as  project  manager  for  WARM, 
has  been  involved  in  the  rehabilitation 
of  homes  for  the  safety  and  health  of 
the  residents. 

West  helped  develop  the  eligibility 
requirements  and  has  been  active  in 
all  aspects  of  the  WARM  effort  -  from 
conducting  interviews,  determining  eli- 
gibility, working  up  repair  estimates  to 
requesting  legal  aid  when  needed  and 
counseling  the  applicants  as  to  what 
was  best  for  them  (to  remain  in  their 
homes  or  find  other  types  of  living  ar- 
rangements through  social  services). 

Often  WARM  is  the  only  source  of 
assistance  for  many  needing  major  re- 
pairs. Eligible  applicants  are  at  50%  or 
less  of  their  county's  median  income, 
and  they  must  own  their  home  or  live 
on  "heirs'  property." 

At  the  beginning  of  the  application 
process,  West  conducts  an  initial  inter- 
view with  the  client  and  makes  a  pre- 
liminary inspection  of  the  areas  need- 
ing repairs. 


As  he  goes  from  room  to  room  lis- 
tening, looking  and  writing  down  the 
repairs  needed,  the  clients  hope  rises  at 
getting  the  "prayed  for"  repairs. 

On  some  occasions,  the  clients  look 
at  West  and  ask  him  directly,  "Are  you 
an  angel?"  or  "are  you  an  apostle?"  His 
answer  is  always,  "I  am  a  Christian." 
When  the  interview  is  completed,  a 
prayer  is  given.  Many  of  the  clients  give 
thanks  to  the  volunteers  but  feel  the  as- 
sistance has  come  from  above.  West  and 
the  WARM  volunteers  are  the  vehicles 
for  meeting  the  needs  of  the  clients. 

West  has  spent  countless  hours  pa- 
tiently explaining  the  needed  repairs 
and  the  time  required. 

When  houses  are  beyond  repair,  he 
offers  other  possibilities.  His  many  years 
as  a  life  insurance  agent  and  working 
with  people  on  important  family  mat- 
ters helped  prepare  him  for  the  task  of 
working  with  WARM  clients. 

As  West  fondly  tells  folks,  WARM 
repairs  old  houses  from  the  roofs  down, 
and  Habitat  builds  new  houses  from 
the  ground  up. 

WARM  works  closely  with  Habitat 
and  is  forming  a  partnership  with  the 
Wilmington  Historical  Foundation  to 
repair  houses  in  the  historic  district. 

After  a  long,  hot  summer  another 
WARM  repair  year  is  coming  to  a  close. 
By  the  end  of  August  2006,  19  projects 
have  been  completed  with  seven  in  pro- 
cess and  three  more  on  the  schedule. 
Interviews  are  ongoing  for  another  36 
repairs  and  13  clients  are  on  the  wait- 
ing list.  Clearly,  there  is  more  work  to 
be  done. 


Leon  West's  wife,  Joyce,  either  coordinates  or  makes  many  lunches  for  the  volunteers 
and  clients.  This  photo  was  taken  on  a  warm  summer  Saturday  and  finds  West  with  a 
crew  from  Wrightsville  UMC  and  a  client  enjoying  one  of  Mrs.  Joyce's  lunches. 


Another  leaking  roof  needs  a  blue 
tarp  until  scheduled  repairs  can  be 
made.  West's  dedication  shows  clear- 
ly what  is  important  in  life:  helping  a 
stranger  in  need,  repairing  a  home  and 
answering  a  prayer. 

West  figured  that  out  long  ago  (and 
credits  the  Walk  to  Emmaus  program 
with  changing  his  life).  Up  on  another 
roof,  it  almost  appears  that  he  is  receiving 
directions  from  above  for  future  jobs. 

For  more  information,  to  volun- 


teer your  time,  or  to  make  a  donation, 
please  contact  the  WARM  office  at 
910-762-2583.  The  office  is  hosted  at 
Wrightsboro  UMC,  3300  N.  Kerr  Av- 
enue, Wilmington  NC  28405. 

*  Ron  Fascher  is  WARM  board  chair. 
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December  BIBLE  STUDY 


With  these  articles,  I  begin  my  sixth  year 
of preparing  these  commentaries.  Thank 
you  for  sharing  this  biblical  journey  with 
me!  Because  I  am  writing  this  before  the 
winter  student  and  teacher  books  are 
available,  the  titles  used  here  might  not 
match  the  ones  in  those  resources.  Belton 

December  3, 2006 

Text:  Colossians  1 :1 5-23 
"Who  is  Jesus  Christ?" 

The  other  day  at  lunch  I  regaled  fam- 
ily members  with  what  I  thought  was  a 
remarkably  amusing  story.  They  smiled 
pleasantly  and  then  our  son  said,  "Why 
don't  you  just  number  them?  You  keep 
telling  the  same  ones!" 

Moving  into  the  Advent  and  Christ- 
mas seasons,  we  get  something  of  the 
same  feeling:  these  are  the  same  stories, 
the  same  emphases,  the  same  accounts 
that  we  run  into  every  year  at  this  time. 
But  interestingly  the  texts  for  our  study 
in  this  December  have  only  one  bibli- 
cal selection  from  the  gospels  (and  that, 
on  Christmas  Eve,  will  be  from  John's 
highly  theological  first  chapter).  This 
will  not  be  "business  as  usual"  seasonal 
readings. 

Colossians  was  written  to  help  the 
church  in  Colossae,  a  city  which  was 
on  a  major  trade  route  in  what  is  pres- 
ent-day Turkey.  A  lot  of  traffic  passed 
through  Colossae  and  its  population  re- 
flected ethnic  diversity  and  philosophi- 
cal mixtures.  (That  would  not  be  sur- 
prising for  a  city  which  was  constantly 
exposed  to  outside  influences.) 

Paul  wrote  the  Colossians  to  help 
them  sort  through  this  variety  of  teach- 
ing, to  separate  the  good  from  the  bad, 
the  true  from  the  false  (Colossians  2:8). 

How  do  you  do  that?  For  Christians, 
the  test  is  always  Jesus  Christ.  In  light  of 
that,  Paul  seeks  to  make  clear  just  who 
this  Jesus  Christ  is.  Colossians  1:15-23 
calls  Jesus  "image  of  the  invisible  God" 
(v.  15),  "head  of  the  body,  the  church" 
(v.  18),  and  the  one  in  whom  "the  full- 
ness of  God  was  pleased  to  dwell"  (v. 
19).  That's  strong  talk! 

Notice  how  often  the  word  "all"  ap- 
pears in  this  text.  In  the  New  Revised 
Standard  Version,  in  verses  15-20,  the 
word  "all"  shows  up  seven  times!  The 
word  "all"  allows  no  room  for  any  au- 
thority above  our  Lord;  the  word  "all" 
permits  nothing  which  is  outside  the 
reign  of  our  Lord;  the  word  "all"  allows 
no  exception  to  the  revelation  of  God 
seen  in  our  Lord;  the  word  "all"  leaves 
out  no  one  (or  anything)  from  God's 
reconciling  purposes. 

In  verses  21-23,  Paul  speaks  of  the 
change,  the  transformation  that  comes 


to  those  who  are  in  Christ  Jesus.  So,  in 
this  season  when  so  much  is  familiar, 
the  apostle  reminds  us  that  encounter- 
ing Jesus  might  well  lead  to  some  unfa- 
miliar territory,  some  life  changes,  some 
new  values. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

James  (Mickey)  Efird  {Christ,  the 
Church,  and  the  End,  Judson  Press)  has 
written:  "One  of  the  ways  in  which  Paul 
differentiates  between  true  religion  and 
false  religion  is  at  the  point  of  scope... 
The  Christian  gospel  is  for  (all)." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  us  all,  who  loves  us 
all..." 

December  10, 2006 

Text:  Hebrews  1:1-9 

"What  God  Says  About  Jesus" 

Today  is  the  feast  day  of  Saint  Eu- 
lalia.  I  doubt  that  this  bit  of  informa- 
tion will  show  up  on  your  church  bulle- 
tin heading!  Who  was  Eulalia?  She  was 
only  twelve  years  old,  maybe  an  early 
teen,  when  she  was  tortured  and  killed 
for  refusing  to  sacrifice  to  an  idol. 

Her  parents  had  known  of  her  great 
faith  and  had  tried  to  protect  her  by 
rushing  her  away  from  the  city  where 
Diocletian  was  persecuting  Christians. 
Eulalia  escaped  from  her  hiding  place 
and  confronted  the  cruel  judge,  Dacian. 
The  judge  promised  to  let  her  go  free  if 
she  would  simply  tap  a  stick  of  incense 
with  her  finger.  She  refused  to  do  even 
this  small,  seemingly  insignificant  act; 
she  was  killed.  The  lesson  from  Saint 
Eulalia  is  that  even  small  compromises 
with  evil  violate  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Today's  study  text  in  Hebrews  spells 
out  what  that  spirit  of  Christ  is  like. 
Christ  is  one  who  reveals  exactly  what 
God  is  like  (Hebrews  1:3).  Christ  is 
one  who  continues  to  keep  life  going 
(Hebrews  1:3).  Christ  is  one  who  is  the 
supreme  messenger  of  God  (Hebrews 
1:4 — the  word  "angel"  means  messen- 
ger). Christ  is  one  who  is  not  bound  by 
time  and  space  (Hebrews  1:8).  Christ  is 
one  who  marks  the  difference  between 
good  and  evil  (Hebrews  1:9). 

No  wonder  we  move  through  these 
days  of  Advent  to  recall  the  first  coming 
and  to  anticipate  the  return  of  this  Je- 
sus Christ!  No  wonder  people  of  faith- 
such  as  Eulalia— have  been  willing  to 
make  immense  sacrifice  to  be  faithful. 
No  wonder  that  life  is  simply  not  the 
same  once  one  has  encountered  the  liv- 
ing presence  of  Jesus  Christ. 


This  season  can  be  overwhelming 
(Back  in  October  we  were  lamenting 
how  quickly  stores  brought  out  Christ- 
mas merchandise;  now  we  are  lament- 
ing not  starting  our  holiday  prepara- 
tions in  October!) 

We  need  not  be  overwhelmed;  as  the 
story  of  Saint  Eulalia  reminds  us,  there 
is  importance  in  the  small  things  as  well 
as  in  the  large  things.  Can  these  days  of 
Advent  become  times  of  small  acts  of 
kindness,  simple  steps  of  caring,  little 
ways  of  giving? 

Let  us  begin  even  now  to  enjoy  the 
presence  of  the  Christ  of  kindness,  of 
caring,  of  giving. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Twentieth  century  Christian  mar- 
tyr Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  wrote  letters 
from  prison  to  his  fiancee  Maria  von 
Wedemeyer  {Love  Letters  from  Cell  92, 
Abingdon  Press):  "But  (pain)  has  to  be 
overcome  anew  each  time,  so  there  is  an 
even  holier  angel  than  pain,  and  that  is 
joy  in  God.. .A  prison  cell  like  this,  in 
which  one  watches  and  hopes  and  per- 
forms this  or  that  ultimately  insignifi- 
cant task,  and  in  which  one  is  wholly 
dependent  on  the  door's  being  opened 
from  outside,  is  a  far  from  inappropri- 
ate metaphor  for  Advent." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Come,  Lord  Jesus;  come 
again.  Into  the  winter  times  of  our  souls, 
bring  the  warmth  of  Your  presence.  Into 
the  hollow  places  of  our  hearts,  bring 
the  fullness  of  your  love.  Into  the  wait- 
ing moments  of  life  journey,  bring  the 
companionship  of  your  grace..." 

December  1 7, 2006 

Text:  1  John  1:1-2:5 
"Light  That  Conquers" 

When  I  was  a  teen-ager,  I  had  in  my 
bedroom  a  luminous  cross.  During  the 
day,  it  would  collect  light  and  at  night 
it  would  shine  in  the  darkness.  Techni- 
cally, it  was  a  "phosphorous  material." 
That  meant,  it  glowed  in  the  dark;  it 
was  literally  "light  bearing." 

In  this  week's  study  text,  God  is  re- 
ferred to  as  light  (1  John  1:5,  for  ex- 
ample). The  New  Testament  word  used 
here  for  light  is  phos.  (Do  you  see  that 
in  "phosphorous"?)  It  is  a  light  which 
shines  in  the  darkness  (1  John  1:6-7, 
John  1:5).  In  dark  days  of  despair,  in 
the  dim  days  of  doubt,  in  the  dreary 
days  of  disillusionment,  God  is  light! 

In  this  first  letter  of  John,  the  writ- 
er gives  two  reasons  for  writing:  (1) 


that  there  might  be  fellowship- 1  John 
1:3  and  (2)  that  the  reader  might  not 
sin— 1  John  2:1.  These  two  purposes 
go  together,  don't  they?  Our  sin  breaks 
not  only  our  relationship  with  God, 
it  breaks  our  relationship  (fellowship) 
with  one  another.  Sin  destroys  fellow- 
ship. Look  at  1  John  1:3;  the  writer  is 
clear  that  there  is  a  connection  between 
how  we  relate  to  God  and  how  we  relate 
to  one  another. 

The  standard  for  the  Christian  walk 
is  pretty  high.  In  1  John  2:6,  John  says 
that  standard  is  no  less  than  walking  as 
our  Lord  walked! 

In  our  United  Methodist  tradition, 
we  remember  that  John  Wesley  called 
us  to  perfect  love  of  God  and  perfect 
love  of  neighbor,  which  is  precisely 
the  invitation  of  1  John  2:5.  In  recent 
times,  we  have  shied  away  from  this 
biblical  teaching  of  Christian  perfec- 
tion. Perfection  has  been  a  distinctive 
emphasis  of  the  Methodist  heritage  and 
in  this  text  the  apostle  John  agrees  that 
God  does  not  ask  us  to  do  something 
which  is  impossible. 

It  is  helpful  to  recall  that  Hebrews 
1 2:2  makes  it  clear  that  it  is  Christ  Jesus 
who  is  the  perfecter  of  our  faith. 

In  summary,  these  verses  reveal  to  us 
a  God  whose  presence  is  the  light  for 
walking  in  the  dark  places.  These  verses 
reveal  to  us  that  fellowship  with  God 
moves  us  to  fellowship  with  one  an- 
other. These  verses  reveal  to  us  that  the 
command  of  God  is  for  us  to  be  going 
on  to  perfection-perfect  love  of  God 
and  neighbor. 

How  do  these  biblical  insights  match 
up  with  your  Advent  season  2006: 
light,  fellowship,  and  love.  I  sense  that  I 
am  called  to  be  like  that  luminous  cross 
of  my  teen  years:  taking  in  the  light  of 
God  so  that  I  can  give  off  such  light, 
such  love,  such  reassuring  relationship 
of  fellowship. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Christian  Perfection  in  American 
Methodism  (Parthenon  Press),  John  Pe- 
ters wrote:  "The  perfection  for  which 
Wesley  was  contending  was  a  perfec- 
tion of  intention  and  an  increasingly 
improved  quality  of  life  and  action 
which... would  follow  therefrom." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Light  of  the  world,  shine 
here..." 

See  "December  Bible  study,  "page  14 
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Past  presidents  of  the  conference  UMW,  representing  over  30  years  of  leadership, 
are:  (seated  L-R)  Tibbie  Roberts  of  Morehead  City,  Ruth  Cade  of  Fayetteville,  Jeanne 
Rouse  of  Creedmoor,  Jane  Johnson  of  Mebane,  and  Emily  Innes  of  Raleigh.  Current 
UMW  president  is  Dr.  Jimmie  Shuler  (not  pictured).  During  the  gathering,  Mrs.  Joyce 
Gwinn  (standing  left)  was  recognized,  and  Bishop  Gwinn  (not  pictured)  presided 
over  Holy  Communion.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


UMW  meeting 

Mrs.  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr.  were 
special  guests  at  the  meeting.  Bishop 
Gwinn,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Lowry  and 
the  Rev.  Regina  Henderson,  celebrated 
Holy  Communion  with  over  500  per- 
sons in  attendance. 

The  Rev.  Carol  Goehring,  Fayette- 
ville district  superintendent,  and  the 
Rev.  Carrie  Parrish,  pastor  of  Halls 
UMC  in  Autryville,  gave  a  presentation 
on  celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of 
full  clergy  rights  for  women. 

Special  music  was  presented  by  Win- 
ifred Garrett,  harpist  from  Durham, 
during  the  remembrance  service  which 
was  led  by  Kathryn  Self  of  Burlington, 
conference  spiritual  growth  coordinator, 
and  also  during  the  communion  service. 

Dr.  Shuler  presented  the  2005  book 
of  reports  which  was  dedicated  to  Kath- 
ryn Self  in  appreciation  for  her  work  as 
a  United  Methodist  Woman. 

Kristen  Webb,  pianist,  and  Sue  Fann, 
song  leader  led  the  music  throughout 
the  day  and  Fann,  brought  special  music 
during  the  afternoon  business  session. 

Gypsie  Murdaugh,  conference  39  and 
under  representative  and  also  conference 
director  of  Christian  education  for  Afri- 
can American  churches,  gave  the  open- 
ing prayer  during  the  morning  worship 
service.  The  Rev.  Regina  Henderson  of 
Fayetteville  brought  the  morning  mes- 
sage, "Strength  for  the  Journey." 

Jackie  Wenberg,  conference  educa- 
tion and  interpretation  coordinator, 
and  the  12  districts  presented  the  2006 
candle  burning.  Total  monies  given  for 
the  year,  used  to  carry  on  mission  work 
around  the  world,  was  $45,344.58. 

The  2006  Love  Offering  of  $  1 ,866.98 
will  be  used  for  undesignated  giving  in 
honor  of  missions.  After  the  worship  ser- 
vice, Dr.  Shuler  called  the  business  session 
to  order. 


continued  from  page  1 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Stanley,  president/ 
CEO  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Chil- 
dren, presented  their  report  and  thanked 
UMW  for  their  support  through  the 
years.  Karen  McLeod,  director  of  the 
NC  Children's  Advocacy  Agencies 
(MHC  is  a  member),  reported  on  their 
work  and  asked  for  continued  support 
from  United  Methodist  Women. 

2007  budget 

Penny  Johnson,  conference  treasurer, 
presented  a  proposed  budget  for  2007 
of  $612,269.  During  the  afternoon  ses- 
sion, following  discussion  and  a  plea 
from  Jeanne  Rouse,  former  conference 
president  and  treasurer,  the  budget  was 
amended  and  approved  to  reflect  keeping 
the  2007  pledge  to  mission  at  $438,000, 
the  same  as  2006. 

The  revised  budget  approved  is 
$624,269.  Rouse  also  encouraged  ev- 
eryone to  increase  their  giving  through 
"Penny  and  a  Prayer." 

Emily  Innes,  vice  president  of  Wom- 
en's Division,  brought  greetings  and  re- 
ported on  changes  and  improvements 
taking  place  in  the  division. 

Committee  reports 

LaNella  Smith,  Durham  District 
president,  and  chair  of  the  NC  Confer- 
ence Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
Committee,  reported  on  the  25th  an- 
niversary of  the  Charter  for  Racial  Jus- 
tice. Nell  Laton,  scholarship  committee 
chairperson,  introduced  students  from 
Methodist  College  who  were  recipients 
of  the  scholarships  for  2006,  and  an- 
nounced that  10  scholarships  were  giv- 
en -  four  to  students  at  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  six  at  Methodist  College. 

Beth  Frazier,  rules  committee  chair, 
presented  recommended  changes  to  the 
standing  rules  and  they  were  approved. 


Annette  Wright,  social  action  coor- 
dinator, presented  slides  showing  the 
NC  Conference  Women  in  Action  for 
2006.  She  also  reported  that  one  flood 
bucket,  87  sewing  kits,  152  health  kits, 
37  migrant  worker  kits  and  120  school 
kits  have  been  received  to  distribute 
throughout  the  conference. 

Dr.  Shuler  recognized  Mission  To- 
day Units  for  2006  and  retiring  confer- 
ence officers.  They  include  Kathryn  Self, 
spiritual  growth;  Patty  Stricklin,  mem- 
bership, nurture  and  outreach;  Jackie 
Wenberg,  education  and  interpretation; 
Barbara  Smith,  communications  coordi- 
nators; Criss  Allen,  treasurer  for  2005; 
Penny  Johnson,  2006  treasurer;  and  Ida 
Whitfield,  Greenville  District  president. 

Nominations 

Theresa  Hodges,  nominations  com- 
mittee chairperson,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing slate  of  officers  for  2007:  Treasur- 
er -  Sandra  Mendell  of  the  Goldsboro 
District,  Coordinator  of  Spiritual 
Growth  -  Phyllis  Jacobs  of  the  Rocky 
Mount  District,  Education  and  Inter- 
pretation coordinator  -  Melba  McCal- 
lum,  Rockingham  District,  member- 
ship, nurture  and  outreach  coordinator 

—  Madoline  Murphy  of  the  Greenville 
District,  Communications  Coordina- 
tor —  Penny  Johnson  of  the  Burlington 
District  and  members  of  the  commit- 
tee on  nominations  -  Jackie  Wenberg 
of  the  Elizabeth  City  District  and  Patty 
Stricklin  of  the  New  Bern  District. 

Nominees  for  the  charter  of  racial 
justice  are  Suvas  Chitnas  and  Melba 
McCallum.  Brenda  Brown  of  the  San- 
ford  District  was  nominated  for  a  sec- 
ond term  as  vice  president.  Current 
officers  who  complete  their  terms  in 
2007  are  Jimmie  Shuler  of  the  Green- 
ville District  —  president,  Ann  Davis 
of  the  Greenville  District  —  secretary, 
Annette  Wright  of  the  Raleigh  district 

-  social  action  coordinator,  and  Theresa 
Hodges  of  the  New  Bern  District  and 
Phyllis  Madison  of  the  Sanford  District 


—  nominations  committee. 

Returning  officers  include  Marjorie 
Brown  of  the  Goldsboro  District  —  sec- 
retary of  program  resources  and  nomi- 
nations committee  members  JoAnn 
Barbour  of  the  Burlington  District, 
Alice  Meador  of  the  Raleigh  District 
and  Dora  Anne  Maness  of  the  Sanford 
District.  Other  charter  for  racial  jus- 
tice member  is  Juanita  Staples  from  the 
Elizabeth  City  district.  After  election, 
these  officers  were  installed  by  Emily 
Innes. 

Yearly  updates 

"Brenda's  Workout  Class"  gave  the 
yearly  reports  for  the  conference.  These 
included  the  following:  Reading  Ban- 
ner -  Raleigh  District,  Membership 
Increase  -  Raleigh  (largest  increase), 
Goldsboro  and  Elizabeth  City  districts. 
The  study  jewel,  given  for  largest  per- 
centage of  members  participating  in 
mission  studies,  went  to  the  Goldsboro 
District.  The  Wilmington  District  was 
second  and  the  Rockingham  District 
third  in  participation. 

Presidents  message 

In  her  president's  message,  Dr.  Shul- 
er thanked  everyone  for  their  support 
during  the  past  year  and  urged  every- 
one to  increase  their  giving  in  order  to 
meet  the  pledge  to  mission  and  budget 
in  2007. 

She  reported  on  the  National  Assem- 
bly held  in  California  in  May.  Over  2500 
prayer  shawls,  made  and  sent  to  Women's 
Division,  were  displayed  at  National  As- 
sembly. A  DVD  and  CD  from  Women's 
Division,  which  highlights  the  National 
Assembly  as  well  as  featuring  the  work  of 
UMW,  was  given  to  each  person  attend- 
ing the  annual  meeting.  Attendees  were 
asked  to  share  this  resource  with  their  lo- 
cal units  in  order  to  encourage  participa- 
tion and  new  members. 

*  Barbara  Smith  is  communications 
coordinator  for  the  NC  Conference  UMW 


Penny  Johnson  (standing  center),  conference  UMW  treasurer,  participated  in  a  skit 
with  district  treasurers  on  the  amount  each  district  pledged  to  mission  in  2007.  Deb- 
bie Beavers  (standing  right),  Raleigh  District  UMW  treasurer  responds  to  questions 
from  Johnson.  Dr.  Jimmie  Shuler  (seated  left),  UMW  president,  enjoys  the  skit  used  to 
make  the  mission  giving  presentation. 
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Online  course  will  help  churches  develop  Web  ministries 


Four-part,  self-directed  course 
Web  Ministry  101  provides 
churches  with  the  basic  steps 
to  establish  an  Internet  presence 

By  Linda  Green  * 

The  communications  arm  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  launching 
an  online  tool  to  help  local  churches  de- 
velop Web  sites  and  Web  ministries  that 
are  helpful  and  inviting,  and  that  pro- 
vide opportunities  for  spiritual  growth. 

In  an  effort  to  further  bring  the  de- 
nomination into  the  digital  age,  United 
Methodist  Communications  has  cre- 
ated Web  Ministry  101,  a  free  online 
training  experience  that  provides  a  local 
church  with  the  basic  steps  to  establish 
an  Internet  presence. 

The  introductory  training  provides 
25  how-to  steps  to  guide  a  person  from 
the  purchase  of  a  computer  to  launch- 


ing a  church  Web  site.  United  Method- 
ist Communications  launched  this  on- 
line learning  center  in  October  at  www. 
web.umcom.org. 

"More  people  are  using  the  Inter- 
net for  information  to  aid  in  spiritual 
growth,  learning  more  about  Chris- 
tian teachings  and  making  connections 
with  others  who  are  exploring  Christian 
faith,"  said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  top 
staff  executive  at  UM  Communications. 

The  Nashville-based  communica- 
tions agency  decided  to  launch  a  course 
after  surveying  local  church  Web  site 
administrators  who  said  such  online 

The  Internet  provides  us 
with  the  ability  to  reach 
people  we  might  not 
reach  in  another  way 
and  invite  them  into  the 
community  of  faith. 


training  is  needed. 

"This  is  encouraging  because  it  in- 
dicates a  desire  by  United  Methodists 
to  use  new  tools  to  reach  people  for 
the  Christian  community  and  Jesus 
Christ,"  Hollon  said. 

He  likened  Web  ministry  to  the  early 
Wesleyan  movement  that  took  the  gos- 
pel to  people  beyond  the  walls  of  the 
church  building  and  into  homes,  the 
streets  and  other  settings. 

"We  at  United  Methodist  Communi- 
cations understand  that  Christian  com- 
munity is  most  authentic  in  the  com- 
pany of  people  in  local  congregations. 
But  the  commission  we  have  from  Jesus 
is  to  reach  out  to  all,"  Hollon  said. 

"The  Internet  provides  us  with  the 
ability  to  reach  people  we  might  not 
reach  in  another  way  and  invite  them 
into  the  community  of  faith.  We  need 
tools  and  skills  to  communicate  well. 
Web  Ministry  101  provides  the  tools 
and  offers  a  way  to  learn  the  skills." 


The  on-demand  and  self-directed 
course  enables  people  to  complete  the 
program  on  their  own  schedules.  The 
course  requires  registration  and  contains 
four  30-minute  sessions  with  supporting 
guides  and  resources.  Each  "non-techie" 
session  is  available  to  anyone  with  Inter- 
net access  and  a  computer  with  sound. 

UMCom  designers  say  Web  Ministry 
101  could  provide  entree  for  connect- 
ing local  churches,  annual  conferences, 
districts  and  agencies,  and  it  could  offer 
a  way  to  effectively  share  resources  on- 
line. Use  of  the  Web  also  helps  churches 
reach  young  people  who  spend  most  of 
their  time  connected  to  some  form  of 
electronic  media. 

The  agency  is  tentatively  planning 
an  end-of-year  roll  out  of  Web  Minis- 
try 102,  an  online  community  for  Web 
ministry  and  an  online  newsletter. 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  UM  News  Service 
writer  based  in  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
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Text:  John  1:1-18 

"The  Word  Became  Flesh" 

Here  is  John's  Christmas  story:  no 
angels,  no  shepherds,  no  wise  men, 
no  manger,  no  Bethlehem,  no  Mary, 
no  Joseph.  John's  account  might  make 
for  a  rather  stark  Christmas  card!  Yet 
the  news  of  this  text  is  as  remarkable  as 
stars  shining  in  the  east,  choristers  sing- 
ing from  the  sky,  or  the  closed  door  of 
the  inn  in  Bethlehem. 

The  remarkable  focus  of  this  account 
is  John  1:14:  "The  Word  became  flesh 
and  lived  among  us." 

The  King  James  Version  says  the 
Word  "dwelt  among  us."  Moffatt  trans- 
lates the  verse  as  "the  Word  tarried 
among  us."  Clarence  Jordan  has  a  won- 
derful paraphrase:  the  Word  "moved  in 
with  us." 

Eugene  Peterson  in  The  Message 
paraphrases:  the  Word  "moved  into 
the  neighborhood."  Barclay  says  "lived 
awhile  among  us."  J.  B.  Rotherham 
( The  Emphasized  New  Testament)  prob- 
ably has  the  most  accurate  translation: 
the  Word  "pitched  his  tent  among  us." 

I  like  the  idea  of  the  Christ  who 
pitched  a  tent  to  live  among  us.  A  tent 
can  be  moved.  A  tent  can  be  set  up  again 
where  needed.  A  tent  is  not  always  in 
the  same  location.  This  is  a  Messiah  who 
goes  into  every  place  of  our  journey. 
Christ  is  not  limited  to  one  place,  one 
pattern,  one  expression,  one  location. 
This  Christ  "has  tent,  will  travel." 

Theologically,  we  think  of  that  as  pre- 
venient  grace:  whenever  we  get  wherev- 
er it  is  we  go,  God's  love  is  already  there. 
In  a  sense,  we  claim  that  wherever  we 


go,  Christ  has  already  set  up  the  tent  of 
His  presence! 

In  this  sense,  Christmas  is  not  about 
what  happened  "back  then."  Christmas 
is  about  what  is  happening  here  and 
now.  How  does  Christ  continue  to  be 
present  with  you?  How  does  Christ  seek 
to  be  present  in  this  world's  hard  places? 
How  does  Christ  come  to  be  born  again 
"where  meek  souls  will  receive  him"? 

Several  words  jump  out  of  these  vers- 
es as  marks  of  what  is  given  us  in  the 
birth  of  Jesus:  life  (v.  4),  light  (v.  5), 
power  (v.  12),  Word  (v.  14),  glory  (v. 
14),  grace  (v.  17),  truth  (v.  17). 

These  are  God's  gifts  to  us  in  Je- 
sus Christ.  These  are  the  first  and  fin- 
est Christmas  presents.  O  come,  let  us 
adore  Him! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  the  1871  edition  of  A  Collection  of 
Hymns  for  the  Use  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren in  Christ  (W.  J.  Shuey),  there  is  this 
hymn: 

"To  us  a  child,  of  royal  birth, 
End  of  the  promises  is  given; 
Th'Invisible  appears  on  earth, 
-the  Son  of  Man,  the  God  of  heaven. 
A  Savior  born,  in  love  supreme 
He  comes,  our  fallen  souls  to  raise; 
He  comes,  His  people  to  redeem, 
With  all  His  plentitude  of  grace. 
The  Christ,  by  raptured  seers  foretold, 
Filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit's  power, 
Prophet,  and  Priest,  and  King,  behold, 
And  Lord  of  all  the  world  adore." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  Holy  Child  of  Bethle- 


hem, You  even  yet  live  among  us  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit..." 


December  31, 2006 

Text:  Philippians  2:1  -1 1 
"Humiliation  and  Exaltation" 

Happy  Almost  New  Year!  About 
10:00  or  so  on  the  night  of  December 
31,1  shall  probably  mutter  that  it  is  al- 
ready 2007  in  England,  so  in  solidarity 
with  our  Wesleyan  heritage  in  "the  old 
country,"  I'm  going  on  to  bed! 

However  we  celebrate  (or  regret) 
the  passing  of  one  year  into  the  next, 
it  marks  a  clear  point  for  letting  go  of 
the  old  and  grasping  the  new.  That's 
not  a  bad  thing  for  those  of  us  who 
follow  One  who  makes  all  things  new 
(Revelation  21:5),  One  who  wants  us  to 
be  new  creations  (2  Corinthians  5:17), 
and  One  who  says  He  gives  us  a  new 
commandment  (John  13:34).  I  don't 
want  to  make  too  much  of  it,  but  I  just 
counted:  the  word  "new"  appears  in  the 
New  Testament  fifty-nine  times. 

Newness  at  the  new  year  is  not  a  slam 
dunk.  This  week's  study  text  begins  in 
Philippians  2:1  with  a  list  of  desirable 
things  preceded  by  an  "if." 

Most  of  us  have  a  bunch  of  "if  s"  in 
our  journey.  New  beginnings  are  not 
automatic.  There  is  the  "if"  of  aware- 
ness. There  is  the  "if"  of  readiness. 
There  is  the  "if"  of  commitment.  There 
is  the  "if"  of  doubt.  There  is  the  "if"  of 
emptiness.  There  is  the  "if"  of  loneli- 
ness. There  is  the  "if"  of  dependency. 
There  is  the  "if"  of  sloth.  There  is  the 
"if"  of  complacency.  No  wonder  the 
writer  of  Philippians  began  these  verses 


with  "if"! 

The  best  known  portion  of  this  text 
is  the  hymn  found  in  verses  5-11.  These 
powerful  words  are  not  usually  associ- 
ated with  Christmastide,  but  here  is  the 
stark  reminder  that  the  babe  of  Bethle- 
hem is  also  the  crucified  of  the  cross. 

How  do  we  get  newness  in  Christ  Je- 
sus? The  author  of  Philippians  says  by 
having  the  same  mind  as  Christ  (2:5). 
My  paraphrase  of  that  is  "by  facing  in 
the  same  direction  as  Christ  Jesus." 

There  is  a  magnetic  grace  in  Christ 
that  pulls  us  toward  Him  so  we  can  face 
the  same  way  He  does:  toward  love, 
sharing,  compassion,  sympathy  (2:1). 
Of  course,  in  our  free  will,  we  can  resist 
that  grace.  Of  course,  in  our  free  will, 
we  can  continue  to  live  in  the  old  self. 

God  does  not  draw  a  box  around 
grace.  The  offer  is  to  all.  Look  at  vers- 
es 10  and  11:  "every  knee,"  "every 
tongue."  The  passion  of  evangelism  is 
to  give  breath  to  that  word  "every"!  Our 
Wesleyan  tradition  proclaims  the  uni- 
versality of  the  atonement:  the  death  on 
the  cross  (v.  8)  is  for  "every  knee,  ev- 
ery tongue"  (vs.  10-11).  That's  an  open 
door  for  the  new  year.  Are  you  ready  to 
walk  through  it? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Marius  Victorinus  wrote:  {Ancient 
Christian  Commentary  on  Scripture,  In- 
ter-Varsity Press):  "...to  be  of  the  same 
mind  (as  Christ)  ...is  to  have  the  same 
love." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  God  of  new  life..." 
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Pastoral 
appointment 
changes  made 

The  following  pastoral  appoint- 
ment changes  were  recently  an- 
nounced by  Bishop  Gwinn  and 
the  Cabinet: 

Effective  October  1 

•  Suzanne  Cobb  from  Leah's 
Chapel-Shiloh  (Raleigh  Dis- 
trict) to  associate  at  Sanford: 
St.  Luke. 

•  Camille  Yorkey  from  Raleigh: 
Benson  Memorial  to  incapacity 
leave 

Effective  November  1 

•  Jonathan  Strother  from 
Raleigh:  Windborne  to 
Benson  Memorial 

•  William  Allen  from  First: 
Fuquay-Varina  to  Windborne 

•  Anne  Ahl  from  associate  at 
Apex  to  First:  Fuquay-Varina 

•  Glenn  Mason  from  retired  to 
associate  at  Apex 

Older  Adult  Day 
set  for  May  '07 

The  NCC  Older  Adult  Ministries 
Committee  announces  a  gathering  of 
Older  Adults  and  workers  in  Older 
Adult  Ministries  at  Garner  UMC  on 
May  9,  2007.  The  theme  for  the  day  is 
"Aging-A  Spiritual  Journey,  Living  Faith- 
fully in  the  Last  Quarter  of  Life." 

Learn  more  about  writing  a  spiritual 
autobiography,  what  the  Bible  has  to 
say  about  aging,  service,  health  topics 
and  more.  More  details  and  registration 
will  be  available  by  Feb.  2007. 


IFIEDS 


HAY  STREET  UMC  is  a  flourish- 
ing downtown  church  with  a 
full  time  opening  for  Direc- 
tor of  Christian  Education.  For 
more  information,  please  call 
Dr.  John  Tyson  at  910-476-6529. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite 
min.   NP/NS.   Call  828-456-5183. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net. 


NC  Conference  Media  Center 
Offers  Advent  Resource  Ideas 

A  list  of  Advent  resources  has  been  compiled  by  the  Conference  Media  Center. 
Some  of  the  listed  resources  have  recently  been  added  to  the  media  center  and  some 
are  seasonal  favorites.  This  list  is  a  small  number  of  the  many  resources  available. 
Check  the  online  catalog  under  the  subject  "Christmas/Advent"  (www.nccumc.org/ 
media-center)  or  contact  the  Media  Center  for  a  list  of  possibilities  (call  1-800-849- 
4433  or  email  llbailey@nccumc.org).  The  title,  the  format,  the  age  appropriateness, 
and  the  item  number  are  included  in  the  individual  descriptions. 

•  Holiday  Illustrations  is  a  new  set  of  DVDS  from  Blue-Fish  for  use  to  enhance 
worship  services  and  for  short  devotions.  Two  in  the  set  are  designed  for  use 
during  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.  They  are  appropriate  for  all  ages. 

1.  The  Thanksgiving  —  includes  the  following  short  vignettes:  Presidential 
Thanksgiving;  "reflective  clip  of  historical  presidential  prayers  is  an  en- 
couragement to  take  time  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  divine  goodness".  The 
Spirit  of  Thankfulness:  "Set  to  "They  Will  Know  We  are  Christians  by  Our 
Love,"  sung  by  Jars  of  Clay;  It's  More  Than....  This  thoughtful  clip  illus- 
trates the  many  activities  surrounding  Thanksgiving"  has  inspiring  and 
humorous  versions;  What  is  Thanksgiving?  Impromptu  questions  about 
Thanksgiving  are  asked  of  people.  (DVD96) 

2.  The  Christmas  -  includes  The  Christmas  Story:  Steven  Curtis  Chapman 
song  is  the  background  music  as  we  see  the  Christmas  Story  through  the 
eyes  of  a  child;  Gift  of  Love:  a  "poignant  clip  show  how  financial  strain  and 
hopelessness  prevents  a  father  from  receiving  a  simple  gift  from  his  daugh- 
ter."; I  Heard  the  Bells:  a  young  man's  feelings  of  despair  turn  to  hope;  Why 
Do  We  Celebrate  Christmas?  Random  'people  on  the  street'  react  to  ques- 
tions about  Christmas.  (DVD97) 

•  The  Birth  Narratives  —  Master  Biblical  Teacher  Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird  leads 
an  eight  part  study  of  the  Birth  of  Jesus:  1)  Background,  2)  Lukel:l-56;  3) 
Luke  1:57-2:7;  4)  Luke  2:8-40;  5)  Luke  2:41-52;  6)  Introduction  to  Mat- 
thew- 1:1-17;  7  and  8:  Matthew  2.  (DVD47) 

•  A  Christmas  Carol  Bible  Study  -  Using  the  Charles  Dickens'  classic  story  as 
told  in  clips  from  a  vintage  movie,  themes  of  Selfishness,  Regret,  Repen- 
tance and  Salvation  are  studied  in  this  brand  new  4-part  study.  Reproducible 
participant's  materials  are  included  as  well  as  a  leader's  guide.  For  Youth  and 
Adults.  (DVD98) 

•  Praising  the  God  of  Grace:  The  Theology  of  Charles  Wesley's  Hymns  by  John  Gil- 
bert -  Study  book  with  CD.  2007  will  be  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Charles  Wesley.  Sessions  included  are:  Praising  God  of  Grace,  The  Triune 
God,  Jesus-God  Incarnate,  The  Holy  Spirit,  The  Christian  Life,  Christian 
Community-The  Church,  The  Lord's  Supper,  and  Christ's  Resurrection- 
Christian  Hope.  (KIT54) 

For  Children  and  Families: 

•  Jacob's  Gift  -  from  the  book  by  Max  Lucado,  a  young  carpenter's  apprentice 
sacrifices  his  chance  to  win  a  contest,  by  helping  a  family  with  a  newborn.  30 
Minutes,  for  all  ages.  (VC1680) 

•  The  Best  Christmas  Pageant  Ever!  -  The  most  popular  seasonal  resource  ever! 
60  minutes  of  fun  in  this  touching  classic  story  of  the  Herdman's.  For  all  ages 
and  perfect  for  a  family  night  viewing.  (VC105) 


It's  membership  renewal  time 
for  the  conference  media  center! 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  reminder  letters  will  be  sent  out  to  all  confer- 
ence local  churches.  Yearly  memberships  to  the  Media  Center  will  end  on 
December  31st.  Memberships  for  2007  are  due  in  January.  New  resources 
are  purchased  from  these  yearly  membership  fees.  Additional  membership 
forms  are  also  available  online  www.nccumc.org/media-center.  800-849- 
4433  ext.  264,  Ubailey@nccumc.org.  The  webpage  also  includes  an  on- 
line catalog  with  information  about  all  resources  available.  As  viewers  are 
browsing  the  catalog,  they  may  add  titles  to  a  cart,  and  when  submitted, 
the  request  is  sent  directly  to  Media  Center  via  email. 


The  Rev.  Laura  Mitchell 
and  husband,  Howard 
(WLWrightsvilleUMC) 
announce  the  birth  of 
a  son,  Thomas  Jackson 
Mitchell,  on  October  3. 


TYSON,  Lucille  E.  widow 
of  the  Rev.  Aaron  Tyson 
died  September  12. 
The  funeral  was  held  on 
Sept.  15  in  Goldsboro. 

CLEMENTS,  William  E. 
(Bill)  (EC:  retired)  died  on 
September  12.  The  Service 
of  Death  and  Resurrection 
was  held  September  1 6  at 
Gatesville  United  Method- 
ist Church. 


conference 

CALENDAR 

November  2006 

4  Duke  Youth  Day 

5  All  Saints  Sunday 

Fall  Mental  Health  Conference, 

St  Marks  UMC:  Raleigh, 

10am  -  3pm 
9        Christian  Educators 

Fellowship,  Methodist  Bldg; 

Raleigh,  12:30pm  -  2:30pm 
10-12  Pilgrimage,  Crown  Coliseum, 

Fayetteville 

1 1  Conference  UMW  DO-IT 
Day,  Hay  Street  UMC: 
Fayetteville 

1 2  Organ  and  Tissue  Donor 
Sunday 

24  Thanksgiving 
Methodist  Building 
Closed  Nov  23-24 

26      United  Methodist  Student  Day 
(to  be  observed  w/  special 
offering  as  directed  by  the 
General  Conference) 

December  2006 

14       Christian  Educators 

Fellowship,  Genesis  UMC; 
Cary,  12:30pm  -  2:30pm 

25  Christmas  Day 
Methodist  Building  closed 
December  25-26 

For  more  information,  visit  www. 
nccumc.org  and  click  on  "Calendar" 
at  the  top  of  the  page. 
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Elizabeth  City  District  pastors  sat  behind  Dr.  Won  Seok  Namkoong  during  his  installa- 
tion as  Elizabeth  City  district  superintendent.  Standing  foreground  are  (L-R)  Dr.  Nam- 
koong, District  Lay  Leader  Sandra  Ray,  District  Committee  on  Superintendency  Chair 
Cashar  Evans,  and  Bishop  Al  Gwinn. 

Dr.  Won  Seok  Namkoong 
installed  as  Elizabeth  City  D.  S. 

By  Suzanne  Ryan  * 


Elizabeth  City  District  Clergy  led  the 
processional  for  the  Installation  Service 
of  Dr.  Won  Seok  Namkoong  as  the  new 
Elizabeth  City  District  Superintendent 
on  Sunday,  September  10,  at  Edenton 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Cashar  Evans,  Jr.,  chair  of  the  Dis- 
trict Committee  on  Superintendency 
and  District  Lay  Leader  Sandra  Ray, 
escorted  Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn 
and  Dr.  Namkoong  to  the  altar. 

Bishop  Gwinn  introduced  Dr.  Nam- 
koong to  the  Elizabeth  City  District 
and  spoke  on  his  leadership  abilities 
and  the  promise  for  the  work  of  Christ 
in  northeast  North  Carolina. 

Ms.  Ray  escorted  Dr.  Namkoong  to 
the  center  isle  for  the  presentation  of 
the  gifts  indicating  the  many  ministries 
he  will  lead  in  the  district. 

Prior  to  the  service,  Mrs.  Namkoong 
and  the  Namkoong's  children,  Esther 


and  Paul,  and  Elizabeth  City  Dis- 
trict Clergy  spouses  and  children  were 
recognized  by  the  Rev.  Mary  Jane  Wil- 
son-Parsons. 

District  clergy  were  seated  in  the 
choir  area  of  EUMC  and  all  stood 
in  unison  with  Dr.  Namkoong  as  he 
affirmed  his  responsibility  to  lead  the 
district. 

Early  in  the  service  the  EUMC  choir, 
led  by  Bruce  Lee  and  accompanied  by 
Chris  Bunch,  presented  a  special  an- 
them, "How  Beautiful."  Other  high- 
lights of  the  service  were  the  attendance 
of  Dr.  Namkoong's  brother  Rev.  Kong 
Namkung  (Cornerstone  UMC,  Fay- 
etteville)  and  the  Korean  Choir  present- 
ing an  anthem. 

Following  the  service  of  worship,  a 
time  of  fellowship  and  greetings  was 
held  in  the  Family  Life  Center. 

*  Suzanne  Ryan  is  a  member  of  Edenton 
UMC 


Christine  Dodson  named  acting 
conference  treasurer  as  of  Nov.  1 


The  Conference  Council  of  Fi- 
nance and  Administration  (CCF&A) 
has  named  Christine  Dodson  as  act- 
ing conference  treasurer,  effective  No- 
vember 1.  Ferrell  Blount,  president 


Christine  Dodson 


of  CCF&A  made  the  announcement 
following  a  September  25  conference 
call.  Dodson  is  the  conference  con- 
troller. She  returns  to  the  office  from 
maternity  leave  in  late  October. 

Conference  Treasurer  Sharon 
Strother  has  resigned,  effective  Oc- 
tober 31,  to  become  chief  financial 
officer  of  the  General  Board  of  Pen- 
sion and  Health  Benefits  in  Evan- 
ston,  IL. 

CCF&A  will  make  a  nomination 
at  the  NC  Annual  Conference  in 
June  2007  for  election  as  treasurer.  A 
search  committee  will  be  established 
at  the  CCF&A  December  meeting 
to  determine  the  most  qualified  can- 
didate for  the  council's  nomination. 


Dr.  Tony  Campolo  was  featured 
speaker  at  "ZOE  s  Hope"  event 


Dr.  Tony  Campolo  was  the  featured 
speaker  at  "ZOE's  Hope,"  an  event  to 
raise  funds  for  ZOE  Ministry's  work 
with  orphans  suffering  in  the  wake 
of  the  AIDS  pandemic  in  Africa.  The 
event  was  held  September  15  at  Eden- 
ton Street  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

Campolo,  a  Christian  sociolo- 
gist, media  commentator,  and  popu- 
lar speaker  and  author,  challenged  the 
gathering  both  with  the  commands  of 
Christ  to  care  for  the  poor  as  well  as 
with  words  of  hope. 

At  one  point  in  the  presentation, 
Campolo  said  that  10  years  ago  the 
number  of  children  dying  daily  because 
of  hunger  was  45,000.  Today,  he  said, 
that  number  is  30,000  and  the  differ- 
ence is  largely  due  to  the  response  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ. 


ZOE  ministry  currently  has  work  in 
Zimbabwe,  Zambia,  and  Kenya.  Over 
10,000  children  are  being  fed  regularly, 
said  Greg  Jenks,  a  North  Carolina  Con- 
ference elder  and  director  of  ZOE  Min- 
istry. 

"This  year  alone  over  2,000  children 
have  received  medical  attention,"  Jenks 
said.  "Sewing  projects  are  also  being 
established  to  strengthen  our  ministry 
of  providing  school  clothes  to  the  or- 
phans. ZOE  is  also  moving  forward  in 
the  next  phase  of  its  ministry  which  in- 
volves empowering  orphans  to  care  for 
themselves." 

Someone  from  ZOE  can  be  scheduled 
to  speak  to  churches  or  church  groups 
by  calling  ZOE  Ministry  at  (919)  550- 
2055  or  by  sending  an  e-mail  to  greg@ 
zoeministry.org. 


Dr.  Tony  Campolo  engaged  a  full  house  at  Edenton  Street  UMC  in  September.  He 
told  the  audience  that  10  years  ago  the  number  of  children  dying  daily  because  of 
hunger  was  45,000.  Today  that  number  is  30,000  largely  due  to  the  response  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  ZOE  ministry  currently  has  work  in  Zimbabwe,  Zambia,  and 
Kenya.  Photo  byjimshawphoto.com. 


U.N.  Foundation  helps  fund 
United  Methodist  health  summit 


(UMNS)  -  The  United  Nations 
Foundation  is  providing  a  $100,000 
grant  to  help  underwrite  a  meeting  of 
United  Methodist  leaders  that  will  fo- 
cus on  a  possible  churchwide  response 
to  global  health  care  challenges. 

"We  believe  God  is  pushing  us  to 
move  forward  with  this  healing  minis- 
try," said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  of  UM 
Communications.  "We  are  bringing 
together  United  Methodist  leaders  to 
lay  out  a  strategy  to  raise  awareness  of 
global  health  issues  and  mobilize  Unit- 
ed Methodists  into  action." 

The  grant,  made  to  the  Foundation 
for  UM  Communications,  enables 
leaders  to  meet  in  Washington  in  De- 
cember to  address  urgent  issues  such  as 
HIV/AIDS  and  malaria,  particularly  on 
the  continent  of  Africa. 

The  U.N.  Foundation  works  with 
organizations  worldwide  to  address  the 


world's  most  pressing  problems,  par- 
ticularly health  care.  According  to  the 
foundation,  a  million  children  die  from 
malaria  each  year. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  top  staff 
executive  of  the  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  noted  that  malaria  affects  40 
percent  of  the  worlds  population  and 
that  90  percent  of  those  cases  occur  in 
sub-Saharan  Africa.  "No  one,  absolute- 
ly no  one,  needs  to  die  of  malaria  in  the 
world  today"  he  said. 

"We  believe  that  the  United  Meth- 
odist Church  is  paving  the  way  the  way 
for  others  to  join  in  addressing  these 
critical  health  issues,"  said  Michael 
Madnick,  senior  vice  president  of  the 
foundation.  "This  is  an  important  part- 
nership for  the  U.N.  Foundation.  We 
know  and  appreciate  the  role  the  faith 
community  plays  in  working  to  solve 
health  challenges  around  the  globe." 
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Youth  from  the  Rockingham  District  Native  American  Cooperative  Ministry  shared 
a  dance  interpretation  of  the  song  "Redeemer"  by  Nicole  C.  Mullen. 

Teens  encouraged  to  "be  the 
church  now"  at  Pilgrimage 


By  LeeAnne  Thornton  * 

Fun.  Incredible.  Awesome.  Uplifting. 
Wonderful.  Inspiring.  Illuminating. 

Participants  used  these  words  to 
describe  this  year's  13th  annual  Pilgrim- 
age event  held  at  Crown  Coliseum  in 
Fayetteville  on  November  10-12.  The 
event  attracted  over  5,845  youth  and 
adult  leaders  from  285  churches  for 
a  weekend  of  worship,  celebration, 
fellowship  and  fun. 

Lisa  Yebuah,  associate  pastor  at 
Millbrook  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Raleigh  was  the  keynote  speaker,  leading 
participants  in  discussions  around  the 
event  theme  "Candle  in  the  Darkness." 
Chris  Hughes  led  the  congregation 
in  a  creative  blend  of  electrifying  and 
meditative  music  with  the  assistance  of 
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a  house  band  of  youth  from  across  the 
conference.  Hughes  is  the  minister  to 
Pfeiffer  University  in  Misenheimer  and 
a  veteran  of  12  Pilgrimages. 

Conference  lay  leader  Emily  Innes 
addressed  the  gathering  Saturday  morn- 
ing by  bringing  a  message  of  gratitude 
from  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  for 
the  many  youth  work  teams  from  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  that  have 
assisted  the  Mississippi  Conference  in 
Katrina  relief  efforts. 

Innes  based  her  personal  remarks  on 
1  Timothy:  4:12,  "Don't  let  anyone  look 
down  on  you  because  you  are  young," 
She  affirmed  the  conference  youth,  tell- 
ing them,  "You  are  not  the  church  of 
the  future.  You  are  the  church  now." 

Saturday  evening,  participants 
laughed  at  the  Christian  comedy  duo 
of  Ted  and  Lee  from  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  in  Virginia.  Ted  and  Lee's  "Fish 
Eyes"  presentation  is  an  eyewitness  ac- 
count from  disciples  Peter  and  Andrew, 
as  they  attempt  to  understand  the  words 
and  miracles  of  their  friend  Jesus. 

In  her  keynote  messages,  Yebuah 
explored  issues  of  the  darkness  that  the 
world  displays  -  stereotypes,  vile  music 
and  media,  and  the  importance  placed 
on  being  part  of  the  "cool  crowd"-  and 
what  it  means  to  be  Christ's  light  in  this 
environment. 


See  "Teens,  "page  2 


Higher  Education 


Methodist  University     j  NCWesleyan  College 
is  new  name  for  school    celebrates  anniversary 


By  Maria  Sikoryak-Robins  * 

The  Methodist  College  Board  of 
Trustees  voted  in  late  October  to  change 
the  name  of  the  institution  in  Fayette- 
ville to  Methodist  University. 

The  unveiling  of  the  new  name  took 
place  at  the  50th  Anniversary  Founders' 
Day  Convocation  on  early  November 
in  Reeves  Auditorium. 

"The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  the 
name  change  is  something  that  has  been 
talked  about  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  at  least  two  years,"  said  Al  Cleve- 
land, chair  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  "It 
is  coincidental  that  it  is  happening  at 
the  50th  anniversary,  but  I  think  it  is 
very  appropriate  that  we  are  taking  this 
action  in  our  anniversary  year." 

"Words  in  higher  education  are  used 
differently  today,"  said  Dr.  M.  Elton 

See  "Name  changed,  "page  13 


By  Susan  Best  * 

Commemorative  flags  are  flying 
in  honor  of  North  Carolina  Wesleyan 
College  in  Rocky  Mount.  The  school  is 
celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  of  its 
founding  in  1956  by  the  NC  Confer- 
ence of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

Founders'  Day  Ceremony 

Wesleyan's  50th  Founders'  Day 
ceremony,  followed  by  a  luncheon 
for  faculty  and  guests,  was  held  in  the 
Dunn  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts. 

Guest  speakers  included  Judge  J.  Phil 
Carlton,  who  headed  Wesleyan's  board 
of  trustees  from  1974  to  1995,  and 
Mack  Pearsall,  a  generous  supporter  of 
Wesleyan  whose  family  helped  to  found 
the  college  and  sustain  it  through  its  first 
half  century. 

See  "NC  Wesleyan,  "page  13 


find there  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds  abiding  in  the  field,  keeping  watch 
over  their  flockby  night,  find,  to,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shone  roundabout  them:  and  they  were  sore  afraid.  find  the 
angel  said  unto  them,  fear  not:  for,  behold  1  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  allpeople.  for  unto  you  is  bom  this  day  in  the  city  of  David 
a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord,  find  this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  Ye  shall 
find  the  babe  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger,  find  suddenly 
there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  praising  §od,  and 
saying,  Qlory  to  (jodin  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men. 

Merry  Christmas 

from  Vsswr  Cneese, 
Deacon  Qoffey,  ma  tf  5 
HOC  Christian  Advocate  staff 
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Teens  at  Pilgrimage  fro  m  p  age  i 


She  cautioned  that  claiming  the 
Christ  light  will  make  youth  different 
from  other  youth  they  know,  and  it 
should  serve  to  make  them  act  differ- 
ently. They  may  be 
considered  weird; 
they  may  even  lose 
friends  but  being 
made  a  new  creation 
in  Christ  is  the  most 
miraculous  of  all  ex- 
treme makeovers, 
she  said. 

When  asked  what 
she  hoped  the  youth 
would  take  from  her 
messages,  Yebuah 
said  she  wanted 
youth  to  see  them- 
selves first  and  foremost  as  Christians. 

"They  should  not  consider  them- 
selves teen  Christians,  but  as  Christians 
who  happen  to  be  teens.  Society  expects 
teens  to  act  a  certain  way,  to  be  a  certain 


way,  but  Christians  do  not  act  the  way 
society  expects.  We  need  to  find  ways 
to  erase  our  separations  -  young,  old, 
black,  white  -  and  not  be  satisfied  with 
society's  idea  of  who 
we  are.  It  is  a  hard 
road  but  it  is  beauti- 
ful one,"  she  said. 

The  youth  fel- 
lowship from  Home 
Memorial  UMC  in 
Clayton  received  the 
2006  Award  of  Ex- 
cellence. The  award 


The  youth  of  Home  Memorial  UMC  react  to  be  named  the  recipient  of  the  Award 
of  Excellence  in  Youth  Ministry. 


Keynote  speaker  Lisa  Yebuah  kept 
participants  engaged  with  her 
dynamic  style  and  relative  messages. 
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recognizes  a  group 
that  has  youth  in- 
volved in  the  total 
life  of  the  church, 
in  youth  ministry 
beyond  the  local  church,  has  a  bal- 
ance of  activities  among  service,  study, 
social,  and  spiritual  life,  is  involved  in 
outreach,  and  has  a  high  participation 
level. 

The  Burlington  District  was  rec- 
ognized for  being  the  district  with 
the  largest  giving  to  the  Youth  Service 
Fund  in  2006.  Local  churches  honored 
for  YSF  giving  were  Apex  UMC,  Engle- 
wood  UMC  in  Rocky  Mount,  Philadel- 
phia UMC  in  Rockingham,  Pine  Val- 
ley UMC  in  Wilmington,  and  Sharon 


UMC  in  Holden  Beach. 

Reactions  to  the  weekend  were  posi- 
tive from  first-time  attendees,  as  well  as 
from  seasoned  participants. 

Michael  Pearce  of  Bath  UMC  has  at- 
tended seven  Pilgrimage  events.  "My  dad 
is  a  pastor  so  I  was  coming  with  him  be- 
fore I  was  a  teen.  I  love  seeing  my  friends. 
And  I  love  church  but  this  is  a  totally  dif- 
ferent church  experience,"  he  said. 

Laura  Perez-Howell,  from  Wendell 
UMC,  participated  in  Pilgrimage  as  a 
youth  and  attended  this  year  as  a  youth 
director.  "I  definitely  wanted  to  bring 
my  kids  to  Pilgrimage.  As  a  youth, 
this  was  where  I  felt  my  first  calling  to 
Christ.  I  want  someone  else  to  experi- 


East  Guilford  H.S.  students  offered 
scholarships  by  Greensboro  College 


Greensboro  College  will  offer  schol- 
arships to  help  students  from  Eastern 
Guilford  High  School  continue  their 
education.  The  United  Methodist-re- 
lated college  in  Greensboro  extended 
its  support  to  students  at  the  Guilford 
County  school  shortly  after  the  fire  on 
Nov.  1  that  destroyed  the  high  school. 

The  college  also  volunteered  classroom 
space  at  the  former  J.C.  Price  School 
in  Greensboro  to  the  Guilford  County 
Schools.  The  property  sits  on  30  acres 
purchased  by  the  college  in  2003  for  fu- 
ture development  as  a  sports  park. 

The  scholarships,  valued  at  $12,000 
over  four  years,  are  open  to  any  senior 
from  Eastern  Guilford  eligible  for  ad- 
mission. That  financial  assistance  will 
be  available  beginning  spring  semester, 


Our  Christmas  Prayer .... 

May  we  seek  new  lifelike  the  wise  ones  of  old. 
May  we  hear  anew  the  joy-filled  message  of 
the  angels.  May  we  ponder  with  Mary  the 
earthly  visit  by  The  Divine.  May  our  lives  be 
so  transformed  by  our  visit  to  the 
manger...That  every  life  we  touch  will  also 
know  of  God's  great  gift  to  all  people. 


Join  us  in  Bethlehem  in  2007! 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  PI.  x  Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714S  919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@)tino.com 
www.Alphatours.com 


An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


which  starts  Jan.  16,  and  is  in  addition 
to  other  financial  aid  for  which  the  stu- 
dents may  qualify. 

Over  the  years,  Greensboro  College 
has  helped  other  students  impacted 
by  disaster.  The  college  welcomed  six 
students  from  war-ravaged  Kosovo  in 
1999  and  three  students  displaced  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  last  year. 


Charles  Wesley 
pilgrimage  coming 
summer  2007 

Duke  Divinity  School  and  the  Gen- 
eral Board  of  Discipleship  of  the  Unit- 
ed Methodist  Church  are  offering  a 
ten-day  pilgrimage  in  England  July  3 1  - 
August  10,  2007  marking  the  300th 
anniversary  of  Charles  Wesley's  birth. 

Participants  will  be  immersed  in  the 
legacy  of  this  important  Methodist 
founder.  The  Pilgrimage  will  acquaint 
participants  with  the  historical  back- 
ground and  religious  heritage  of  the 
Methodist  movement  and  the  life  and 
witness  of  Charles  Wesley. 

For  more  information  and  to  reg- 
ister, please  go  to  http://charleswes- 
ley300.gbod.org  or  call  Becky  Caudill 
at  877-899-2780,  ext.  7059,  email  at 
bcaudill@gbod.org. 


ence  that,"  she  said. 

Other  weekend  activities  included 
tailgating  in  the  parking  lot  during 
Saturday  lunch,  collecting  unused  toi- 
letry items  from  hotels  to  be  shipped  to 
Haiti,  and  donating  health  kits  for  the 
MERCI  Center. 

Individual  youth  groups  were  able  to 
choose  from  many  activities  on  Satur- 
day afternoon,  including  rock-climb- 
ing, bowling,  skating,  horseback  riding, 
and  assisting  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
in  a  gleaning  project. 

Pilgrimage  is  an  annual  retreat  gather- 
ing for  UMYF  and  local  church  youth 
groups  and  adult  leaders  to  seek  a  new 
or  deeper  relationship  with  Christ.  The 
content  of  the  weekend  focuses  on  evan- 
gelism, faith-sharing,  and  discipleship. 

The  next  Pilgrimage  will  be  Novem- 
ber 9-11,  2007  in  Fayetteville. 

*  LeeAnne  Thornton  is  conference 
communications  administrative  assistant 
and  on  the  Advocate  staff. 


Raleigh  UMM  start 
window  project  at 
Louisburg  College 

Raleigh  District  United  Methodist 
Men  have  joined  the  Bible  Class  at  First 
UMC,  Cary  in  a  project  to  replace  411 
windows  in  Ole  Main  and  the  three 
dorms  at  Louisburg  College. 

Called  "Windows  for  Education," 
the  project  objective  is  to  replace  win- 
dows in  disrepair  or  boarded  up  at  the 
oldest  junior  college  in  America. 

Tax-deductible  gifts  of  $700  for 
a  window  in  Ole  Main  or  $600  for  a 
dorm  window  are  requested. 

The  donor  may  designate  a  person, 
class,  church,  or  business  to  be  listed 
on  a  plaque  placed  under  each  window. 
There  are  127  large  windows  in  Ole 
Main  and  284  dorm  windows  to  be  re- 
placed. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable 
to  Louisburg  College,  designated  for 
"Windows  for  Education,"  and  sent 
to  Bill  Shuler,  5105  Deer  Lake  Trail, 
Wake  Forest,  NC  27586.  For  informa- 
tion contact  Vance  Miller  at  (9 1 9)  467- 
6934  or  vanan@mailstation.com 
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Ministry  needed  for  those  impacted  by  mental  illness 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Five  steps  are  needed  for  faith 
communities  to  have  an  understanding 
of  mental  illness  and  to  provide  min- 
istry to  and  with  persons  with  mental 
illness  and  their  families,  the  Rev.  Su- 
san Gregg-Schroeder  told  a  gathering 
of  clergy  and  laity  in  early  November  at 
St.  Mark's  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

Over  100  persons  attended  the  first 
mental  health  conference  organized 
by  the  NC  Conference  Committee  on 
Disability  Concerns. 

Susan  Gregg-Schroeder,  the  keynote 
presenter,  is  a  national  leader,  speaker, 
and  author  in  connecting  congrega- 
tions and  mental  health  ministries.  She 
is  the  mental  health  coordinator  for  the 
California-Pacific  Conference. 

She  shared  with  conference  partici- 
pants that  she  did  not  understand  men- 
tal illness  but  lived  with  it  while  serving 
others  until  being  admitted  to  the  hos- 
pital with  depression.  It  was  following 
her  treatment  and  study  of  mental  ill- 
ness that  she  began  working  for  a  better 
understanding  of  the  illness. 

She  urged  congregations  to  1)  sup- 
port and  conduct  education  programs 
on  mental  illness  topics,  2)  be  com- 
mitted to  a  covenant  statement  so  the 
congregation  is  known  to  welcome  in- 


The  Rev.  Susan  Gregg-Schroeder  (center),  keynote  speaker  for  the  mental  health 
conference,  talks  with  Dr.  John  M.  Crowe  (left),  chair  of  the  conference  Committee 
on  Disability  Concerns,  and  Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith  (right),  executive  director  of  Con- 
nectional  Ministries,  before  the  conference  began.  Advocate  photo  by  Bill  Norton 


dividuals  with  mental  illness  and  their 
families,  3)  offer  continuing  training 
for  ushers  and  greeters  and  others  and 
use  other  means  of  welcome  to  indi- 
viduals with  mental  illness,  4)  to  offer 
support  and  friendship  to  those  with 
mental  illness,  and  5)  to  be  advocates 
for  those  with  mental  illness  with  gov- 


ernmental agencies,  health  insurance 
providers,  and  to  keep  track  of  pending 
legislation  pertaining  to  disability  and 
mental  illness. 

John  Tote,  NC  executive  director  of 
the  Mental  Health  Association,  talked 
about  the  history  of  the  association  in 
the  state  and  how  more  is  known  about 


mental  illness  but  misunderstanding  re- 
mains and  that  this  major  health  issue 
in  the  state  is  often  ignored. 

He  asked  participants  to  work  with 
their  congregations  for  a  better  under- 
standing and  treatment  of  mental  ill- 
ness in  North  Carolina. 

Some  other  points  shared  during 
conference  were: 

•  One  in  four  families  have  a  mem- 
ber with  mental  illness. 

•  Families  are  not  getting  the  help 
needed. 

•  Churches  are  in  the  dark  ages  in 
understanding  that  mental  illness 
is  treatable. 

•  Faith  communities  rarely  provide 
the  support  for  individuals  and 
families  affected  by  mental  illness. 

•  Out  of  nine  million  people  in 
North  Carolina,  1.4  million  indi- 
viduals have  experienced  mental 
or  emotional  illness. 

•  Out  of  the  1.4  million,  500,000 
have  serious  mental  health  issues. 

Future  conferences  on  the  elderly  and 
caring  for  care  givers  are  being  consid- 
ered by  the  NC  Conference  Committee 
on  Disability  Concerns. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  and  Advocate  editor. 


SEJ,  General  Conference  delegate 
forms  to  be  available  in  January 


Forms  for  biographical  information 
of  individuals  who  would  like  to  be 
elected  as  delegates  to  the  2008  Gen- 
eral and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  will 
be  available  for  clergy  and  laypersons  in 
early  January. 

Two  booklets  will  be  printed:  one  for 
use  by  conference  lay  members  and  an- 
other with  information  for  use  by  con- 
ference clergy  members. 

"The  addition  of  a  booklet  contain- 
ing clergy  candidates  is  new  for  the 
2007  conference,"  said  Jerry  Bryan, 
conference  secretary.  "Lay  will  have  a 
form,  and  clergy  will  have  a  form.  The 
process  will  be  similar  to  that  followed 
by  laypersons  in  past  years." 

Conference  rules  place  the  process  in 
the  hands  of  the  conference  secretary. 
Details  are  being  completed  and  will  be 
available  in  early  January. 

Current  plans  call  for  a  clergy  form 
and  a  laity  form,  along  with  qualifica- 
tion details,  to  be  available  from  the 
conference  website,  nccumc.org. 

Laity  interested  in  being  considered 
for  election  as  a  delegation  should  com- 
plete the  appropriate  form  and  return 
it  to  Robin  Harry,  Office  of  the  Board 
of  Laity,  United  Methodist  Building  in 
Raleigh  by  March  3 1 . 

Clergy  will  complete  the  designated 
form  and  return  it  to  the  Office  of  the 


Conference  Secretary  by  March  3 1 . 

Booklets  of  laity  forms  will  be  pro- 
duced for  use  by  lay  conference  mem- 
bers and  a  booklet  of  clergy  information 
will  be  produced  for  clergy  use.  Clergy 
will  elect  a  specific  number  of  delegates 
and  laity  will  elect  the  same  number  of 
lay  delegates. 

During  the  2004  conference  1 1  clergy 
and  1 1  laypersons  were  elected  General 
Conference  delegates  and  an  additional 
1 1  clergy  and  1 1  laypersons  were  elected 
to  become  the  jurisdictional  delegation 
of  22  clergy  and  22  laypersons.  Added  to 
this  group,  five  laypersons  and  five  clergy 
were  elected  as  alternates. 

"We  have  not  received  the  specific 
numbers  to  be  elected  to  the  2008  con- 
ference," Bryan  said.  "Election  is  not 
restricted  to  persons  listed  in  the  book- 
lets. Any  person,  lay  or  clergy,  meeting 
the  qualifications  can  be  elected." 

A  major  responsibility  of  the  General 
Conference  is  changes  to  the  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  United  Methodist  book 
of  laws.  A  major  responsibility  for  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
is  the  election  of  bishops. 

The  2008  General  Conference  will 
be  held  in  Fort  Worth,  TX  April  23- 
May  2.  The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction- 
al Conference  will  be  held  July  15-19, 
2008  at  Lake  Junaluska. 


Winter  ^oulstice 

A  weekend  for  spiritual  formation 
and  renewal  of  your  soul 

featuring 

Robert  Benson 

noted  author  and  spiritual  retreat  leader 

Friday  Evening  and  Saturday, 

January  26-27,  2007 
Saint  Francis  UMC,  Cdry,  NC 

The  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion,  the  Eucharist, 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  perhaps 
under-understood  Means  of  Grace  in  the  Christian 
faith.  Robert  Benson  unlocks  the  majesty  and 
mystery  of  the  Eucharist  like  you  have  never 
heard  it  before.  In  each  session  you  will  gain 
new  understandings  and  appreciations  of  Holy 
Communion.  Hear  Robert  read  from  his  book, 
That  We  May  Perfectly  Love  Thee. 

Robert  Benson  will  also  lead  participants  in 
Daily  Prayer,  a  beginner's  guide  to  the  prayer 
of  the  chuch. 

Registration  fee  of  $35  includes  lunch  and 
the  Daily  Prayer  book  and  CD 

For  more  information  or  to  register 

call  (919)  832-1416 

or  www. Dai lyPrayerLife.com/soulstice.html 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc. 

publishers  of  The  Efird  Bible  Study  Series  and  Daily  Prayer 
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Melton  leads 
two  follow-up 
Safe  Sanctuaries 
Workshops 

Two  follow-up  Safe  Sanctuaries 
Workshops  were  led  in  late  October  by 
the  Rev.  Joy  Melton,  an  author,  attor- 
ney, and  deacon  in  the  North  Georgia 
Conference. 

The  2005  Annual  Conference  voted 
for  each  local  church  in  the  conference 
to  adopt  and  implement  safe  sanctuar- 
ies policy  and  procedures.  Orientation 
workshops  were  held  in  the  12  districts 
and  in  three  central  locations  across  the 
conference  in  2005  and  2006. 

Melton  is  the  author  of  "Safe  Sanctu- 
aries: Reducing  the  Risk  of  Child  Abuse 
in  the  Church"  and  "Safe  Sanctuaries 
for  Youth."  Her 
books  offered  a 
step-by-step  guide 
for  establishing  safe 
sanctuaries  policy 
and  procedures. 

Video/DVD  train- 
Joy  Melton 

ing  resources  were 
also  available  through  the  Conference 
Media  Center. 

The  follow-up  workshops  were  designed 
for  churches  implementing  a  safe  sanctu- 
ary policy.  Over  90  people  participated  in 
the  workshop  at  Garner  UMC  and  35 
attended  the  gathering  at  Queen  Street 
UMC  in  Kinston. 

Further  resources  and  information 
are  available  at  the  conference  website 
for  safe  sanctuaries:  http://nccumc.org/ 
childrnmin/safesanctuariesl  .htm 

The  conference  committee  coordi- 
nating safe  sanctuaries  emphasis  will 
meet  in  January  to  evaluate  charge 
conference  reports  from  local  churches 
to  determine  what  further  training  or 
workshops  may  be  offered  later. 


Phone  cards  for  the  troops  -  More  than  9  million  minutes  and  counting 


Troops  in  Baghdad  show  their  appreciation  for  phone  cards 
sent  to  them  from  The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  cam- 
paign to  send  phone  cards  to  the  military  started  on  Veterans 
Day  2003.  United  Methodist  Communications  teamed  with  the 
denomination's  Endorsing  Agency,  a  component  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and  the  Il- 
linois Great  River  Annual  Conference  to  print  phone  cards  for 
troops  who  are  deployed  away  from  home.  The  cards  feature 
the  United  Methodist  Cross  and  Flame  and  the  message  "Open 
Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open  Doors,  the  People  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church." 


To  date,  United  Methodists  have  donated  more  than  9  million 
minutes  of  free  phone  calls  to  service  men  and  women  stationed 
in  war  zones  around  the  world.  The  phone  card  campaign  is 
ongoing.  Because  of  limited  personnel,  the  agency  does  not  have 
the  ability  to  sell  phone  cards  to  congregations  or  individuals. 
For  more  information  on  how  to  participate,  contact  the  United 
Methodist  Endorsing  Agency,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville, TN  37203-0007. The  agency 
also  can  be  reached  at  umea@gbhem.org  or  (615)  340-7411. 
The  Web  site  for  the  agency  is  www.gbhem.org/chaplains. 
UMNS  file  photo  courtesy  of  Chaplain  Frank  A.  Yerkes 


Conference  Sojourners  - 

at  Leadership  Institute 

NC  Conference  Sojourners  attend- 
ed the  Leadership  Institute  at  the 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  UMC  in 
Kansas  (L-R  from  the  front):  Tanya 
Edwards,  LuAnn  Charlton,  Linda 
Bourey;  Alice  Kunka,  Suzanne  Cobb, 
Deborah  Wilkins,  Susan  Harrison; 
Adrian  Sawyer,  Cheryl  Brown,  Elaine 
Swett,  Jo  Elaine  Harris,  Carol  Dean; 
Janet  Balasko,  Heather  Lear,  Eldrick 
Davis;  Amy  Meador,  Thurman  Hor- 
ney,  Cathy  Hoyle,  Lee  Edwards; 
Doug  Johnson  and  Henry  Swanzey. 


Saint  Luke  UMC,  Laurinburg  -  28  members  to  Costa  Rica 

After  a  year  of  planning,  praying,  and  fundraising,  Saint  Luke  UMC  in  Laurinburg  sent 
28  of  its  members  to  Costa  Rica  this  summer.  The  intergenerational  mission  team  was 
made  up  of  adults,  college  students,  youth,  and  the  Rev.  Mack  McMillan.  The  team 
spent  a  week  working  at  Camp  K37  in  the  southern  region  of  Costa  Rica  near  the  Pan- 
ama border  on  a  UMVIM  project  coordinated  by  Wil  Bailey,  conference  missionary.  The 
work  included  renovations  to  the  dining  hall,  kitchen,  and  apartment  building.  Work 
on  the  two  cabins  included  putting  up  walls  and  siding,  plastering,  sanding,  and  fram- 
ing. The  group  also  led  two  afternoons  of  crafts  and  recreation  with  the  children  at  the 
community  school.  The  journey  involved  work,  fellowship,  and  worship  with  Costa 
Rican  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  the  Evangelical  Methodist  Church. 


Divine  Street  UMC,  Dunn  -  Alpha  course  retreat  held 

Members  of  Divine  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dunn  participated 
in  an  Alpha  course  retreat  conducted  in  late-October  at  Camp  Albemarle 
in  Newport.  Shown  are  members  of  a  ten-week  program  conducted  from 
September  19-November  28.  In  the  photograph  are  (first  and  second 
row,  L  to  R):  John  Willis,  Wendy  Gibson,  Cindy  Carroll,  Gail  Martin,  Deb- 
bie Willis,  Polly  Clapp,  Jeannie  Brown,  L.  A.  Sutton,  Joyce  Draughn,  Hope 
Tyndall,  Brandon  Tyndall,  Stacey  Johnson  and  James  Best.  (Back  Row  - 
L  to  R):  Rev.  Ralph  A.  Brown,  Joe  Gregory,  Alex  Gregrory,  J.  R.  Willis  and 
Gary  Ronnfeldt. 
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j£  Methodist  Home  for  Children  supports 
oms  children  through  the  seven  pathways 


METHODIST 


HOME  for 


CHILDREN 


By  Polly  Willis  * 

Nothing  pleases  God  more  than  using  our  days  to  care  well 
for  the  neediest  children,  youth,  and  families.  This  is  the  work 
of  Methodist  Home  for  Children.  MHC's  task  focuses  on  trans- 
forming the  world  throughout  the  Conference. 

We  are  the  only  United  Methodist  organization  within  the 
Conference  that  exists  solely  to  address  the  critical  needs  of  our 
young  people  and  families. 

Our  goals  relate  to  the  "Seven  Pathways"  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops  in  the  following  ways: 

MHC  transforms  existing  congregations 

Robust  and  relevant  missions  transform  congregations.  Strug- 
gling congregations  are  often  defined  as  self  absorbed.  Vibrant 
congregations  are  active  and  engaged  in  missionary  work.  They 
look  outward.  They  are  visible  in  the  community  and  externally 
focused  on  serving  others.  MHC  provides  missionary  opportu- 


nities for  congregations  throughout  the  Conference  through 
volunteer  and  fundraising  activities  that  can  catalyze  congre- 
gational transformation  and  help  them  to  create  a  new  iden- 
tity in  the  community. 


In  support  of  our 
mission,  congregations 
can  engage  in  volunteer 
service,  provide  us  with 
in-kind  and  monetary 
support,  and  participate 
in  creative  fundraising 
endeavors  (golf  tourna- 
ments, yard  sales,  district 
collections,  and  tithing) 
that  allow  them  to  con- 
nect in  real  and  concrete 
ways  to  our  transforma- 
tive mission.  In  turn,  we 
can  help  congregations  do 
the  Lord's  work. 


In  service 

to  God, 

our  mission 

is  to  build  upon 

the  social,  physical, 

emotional, 

and  spiritual 

strengths 

of  children,  youth, 

and  families, 

and  to  affirm 

their  worth. 


Family  Otld  faith  fill  a  father's  big  heatt         MHC  strengthens  clergy  and  lay  leadership 
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Darryl  Washington  is  a  single  dad  who  has 
adopted  two  young  children  and  fosters  two 
teens.  He  lives  next  door  to  his  parents,  who  are 
also  foster  and  adoptive  parents,  and  is  in  daily 
contact  with  his  extended  family  and  their  bio- 
logical, foster,  and  adopted  kids. 

He  spends  his  days  as  a  school  teacher,  work- 
ing with  teens  and  young  adults  with  learning 
disabilities.  On  nights  when  he's  not  with  his 
family  at  church,  where  he  leads  the  choir,  Dar- 
ryl  is  at  college,  earning  his  degree  in  education, 
and  his  credentials  as  a  lateral  entry  teacher. 
Other  hours  are  filled  with  cooking,  cleaning, 
and  helping  his  boys  with  their  homework. 

He  is  frequently  asked  why  he  spends  his  life 
in  this  way.  His  answer?  "When  I  die,  and  God 
says  to  me,  'What  did  you  do?'  I  want  to  be  able 
to  tell  Him,  I  tried  to  feed  your  children,  and  to 
clothe  them,  and  to  care  for  them.  And  I  did  the 
best  I  could." 

Darryl  became  a  foster  parent  six  years  ago 
with  Methodist  Home  for  Children  after  watch- 
ing an  ad  which  asked,  "Do  you  have  room  in 
your  home,  and  in  your  heart, 
for  a  child?"  Recendy  divorced, 
at  loose  ends,  alone  in  his  house, 
he  felt  called.  Then  and  there,  he 
decided  he  did  have  room. 

He  has  adopted  two  little  boys, 

BELOW:  Darryl  Washington 
(top  right)  and  his  parents, 
cousin,  aunt  and  uncle  -  all  of 
whom  have  fostered  and  ad- 
opted children  through  MHC. 


four-year-old  Saquan  and  six-year-old  Steffon, 
and  fosters  two  teenagers,  De-aris  (13)  and  Jona- 
than (15).  "By  helping  someone  else,  that's  how 
you  get  blessed,"  Darryl  says.  "These  kids  help 
me  as  much  as  I  help  them.  They  are  a  blessing 
to  me." 

Sunday  dinner:  a  family  tradition 

The  Washingtons  and  their  extended  family 
gather  without  fail  every  Sunday  after  church. 
They  number  anywhere  from  23  to  38  strong, 
and  range  in  age  from  pre-school  to  senior  citi- 
zen. They  all  pitch  in  to  create  and  share  a  mouth- 
watering feast.  The  most  important  ingredient, 
sprinkled  lavishly  over  everything,  is  love. 

"You  might  be  cutting  up  onions,  and  some- 
one else  is  putting  out  ice,"  Darryl  says.  "But 
we're  really  talking,  listening  to  each  other,  seeing 
how  everybody's  getting  along.  The  meal  is  what 
brings  us  together,  but  it's  about  fellowship." 

"Some  of  the  kids  who  come  to  us  through 

See  "Family  and  faith,  "page  10 


Darryl  became  a  foster  parent  with  MHC  six  years  ago  after  watch- 
ing an  ad  which  asked,  "Do  you  have  room  in  your  home,  and  in 
your  heart,  for  a  child?"  He  felt  called.  Then  and  there,  he  decided 
he  did  have  room.  He  has  since  adopted  two  little  boys,  four-year- 
old  Saquan  and  six-year-old  Steffon,  and  fosters  two  teenagers, 
De-aris  (1 3)  and  Jonathan  (1 5). 


MHC  is  a  resource  for  clergy  and  lay  leadership.  MHC 
is  well  connected  with  public  and  private  agencies  in  46 
counties  throughout  the  Conference.  MHC  is  available  to 
help  with  referrals  to  local  community  agencies;  support 
struggling  families  with  drug  counseling  and  other  in-home 
services,  and  provide  day  care  consultation  resources. 

Recently  a  family  in  one  of  our  United  Methodist  congre- 
gations received  our  family  preservation  support  as  they  took 
a  troubled  nephew  into  their  home.  We  were  able  to  help 
this  family  through  a  crisis  situation  by  offering  them  the 
expertise  of  one  of  MHC's  family  preservation  specialists. 

We  are  able  to  strengthen  and  support  clergy  and  laity  by 
offering  our  resources  and  connections  to  strengthen  congre- 
gations providing  leadership  and  effective  tools. 

MHC  teaches  the  Wesleyan  model  of  reach- 
ing and  forming  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 

Through  MHC's  core  values  of  honesty;  respect;  responsi- 
bility; empowerment;  compassion  and  spirituality;  we  help  to 
create  holiness  or  "whole-ness"  in  children  and  families  that 
we  serve.  There  is  certainly  a  medical,  therapeutic,  and  educa- 
tional component  to  our  work,  but,  there  is  clearly  a  spiritual 
dimension  in  all  that  we  do. 

In  the  tradition  of  John  Wesley,  we  minister  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  children,  youth  and  families.  We  go  where 
we  are  needed  and  offer  what  is  often  missing  in  the  lives 
of  those  we  serve.  We  pray  with  our  families;  we  work  with 
local  churches  to  distribute  Bibles  to  our  youth;  we  also 
provide  opportunities  for  witness. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  a  Bible  study  in  one  of  our 
residential  facilities.  At  our  juvenile  home  in  Craven  County, 
a  local  church  group  has  held  a  bible  study  for  our  youth  once 
a  week  for  the  past  10  years! 

We  reach  children,  youth  and  families  who  need  us  most; 
indeed  we  seek  those  who  might  need  God  the  most.  As  we 
minister  to  the  needs  of  God's  children  we  spread  the  word  of 
God.  As  we  share  our  faith  with  others,  we  build  upon  their 
spiritual  strength,  offering  comfort  in  this  life  and  the  prom- 
ise of  salvation  in  the  hereafter. 

MHC  reaches  and  transforms 

the  lives  of  new  generations  of  children 

This  pathway  describes  the  very  heart  of  our  work  at  MHC. 
This  is  what  we  do.  We  serve  those  who  are  broken  and  bent; 

See  "Seven  Pathways,  "page  1 1 
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MHC  -  Services 


.  Advocates  for 'The  Least  and  the  Lost' 


Childcare 


•  The  Jordan  Child  &  Family  Enrichment 
Center  helps  families  give  their 
children  the  best  possible  start  in  life. 

•  Model  center  in  Raleigh  provides 
full-day  care  for  children  of  diverse 
backgrounds,  as  well  as  training  for 
early  childhood  professionals  and 
parents.  Scholarships  are  available. 

Outreach  coordinator  consults  with 
community  groups  across  the  state 
that  want  to  develop  or  enhance  local 
childcare  services. 

Foster  Care  Services 

•  Care  for  children  from  newborn 
to  eighteen  years. 

Provide  children  who  have  been 
removed  from  their  homes  and 
families  with  kindness,  compassion, 
and  special  care. 

•  Offer  therapeutic  and  specialized 
foster  care  for  children  with  special 
medical  and/or  emotional  needs. 

Provide  foster  parents  with  over  30 
hours  of  training  and  support  in 
preparation  for  becoming  licensed. 

Foster  care  specialists  continue  to 
provide  support  and  consultation 
once  children  are  placed. 

Adoption  Services 

Each  child  deserves  the  warmth, 
comfort,  and  unconditional  love 
of  a  permanent  family. 

A  supportive  component  of  our  foster 
care  program. 

Designed  specifically  for  "special 
needs"  children — those  with  medical 
and  emotional  needs,  sibling  groups, 
and  older  children. 

Families  needed  who  are  willing  to 
provide  permanent  homes  for  these 
special  children. 

Foster-to-adopt  approach  means  that 
those  seeking  to  adopt  through  us 
first  become  licensed  foster  families. 

Home  study  evaluations,  special  train- 
ing, and  support  throughout  and  fol- 
lowing the  adoption  process,  offered 
all  at  no  cost  to  adoptive  families. 


Services  -  continued  on  page  7 


By  Karen  McLeod  * 

We  are  regularly  exposed  to  news  in  the  media 
about  children  who  have  been  abandoned,  beaten, 
sexually  assaulted,  starved  or  killed  by  their  caretakers. 
Most  citizens  viscerally  react,  demanding  that  some- 
one...anyone... ensure  that  children  receive  the  care 
and  treatment  that  they  need. 

Therefore,  many  people  support  agencies,  like 
Methodist  Home  for  Children,  that  offer  abused  and 
neglected  children  a  chance  for  the  spiritual,  physical 
and  emotional  healing  they  so  desperately  need. 

What  most  citizens  don't  realize  is  the  on-going 
struggle  agencies  like  MHC  face 
in  providing  services  for  our 
most  vulnerable  children  due 
to  on-going  cuts  and  increased 
state-mandated  rules  and  regu- 
lations. 

The  Children  and  Family 
Services  Association  of  North 
Carolina  (CFSA-NC),  founded 
in  1976,  is  an  organization  com- 
prised of  52  agencies  that  pro- 
vide foster  care,  adoption,  treat- 
ment and  intervention  services 
to  children  and  their  families. 

Methodist  Home  for  Chil- 
dren was  one  of  the  visionary  founding  members  of 
the  Association  that  realized  the  importance  of  hav- 
ing a  collective  group  of  private  child  welfare  provid- 
ers work  together  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  the  most 
vulnerable. 

Never  has  the  collective  voice  of  these  providers 
through  the  Association  been  as  important  as  it  is  to- 
day with  the  on-going  draconian  fiscal  cuts  in  state 
and  federal  funding  for  those  we  serve. 

Agencies  struggle  to  make  ends  meet  while  trying  to 
stay  focused  on  providing  the  best  care  and  treatment 
possible  for  their  children,  even  as  funding  for  things 
like  food  and  housing  for  children  in  residential  care  is 
considered  "optional." 


"We  need  your  voice  to  advocate  for  what 
we  all  know  that  we  need:  quality  services 
for  the  most  vulnerable  among  us. " 


CFSA-NC  recently  provided  a  series  of  grassroots 
advocacy  trainings  across  the  state  to  assist  its  mem- 
bers in  developing  their  advocacy  skills  with  local  and 
state  lawmakers.  While  the  trainings  helped  the  mem- 
ber agencies  articulate  their  responses  to  these  growing 
challenges,  their  voices  are  not  enough. 

Each  agency  is  made  up  of  supporters  like  you.  Each 
agency  is  comprised  of  a  large  number  of  tax-paying, 
voting  citizens  that  can  hold  their  elected  official  ac- 
countable to  society's  most  vulnerable. 

Each  agency's  grassroots  advocates  have  the  will... 
and  the  political  clout... to  ensure  that  our  legislators 
mandate  adequate  provision  to  care  for  the  needs  of  our 
abused  and  neglected  children. 
Each  agency  has  people  like 
YOU  who  care  about  the  "least 
and  the  lost." 

CFSA-NC  has  asked  its 
member  agencies  to  reach  out 
to  their  supporters  to  let  them 
know  when  civic  engagement  is 
needed  to  ensure  the  well-being 
of  our  children  and  families. 

You  can  expect  MHC  to  con- 
tact you.  You  might  be  called  on 
to  send  e-mails  or  postcards  or 
make  phone  calls  to  state  legisla- 
tors or  the  governor  to  demand 
that  justice  for  our  children  and  families  be  done.  We 
need  your  voice  to  advocate  for  what  we  all  know  that  we 
need:  quality  services  for  the  most  vulnerable  among  us. 

United  Methodists  have  a  long  history  of  promoting 
social  justice  that  has  included  ground-breaking  work 
in  protecting  our  children.  We  hope  that  you  will  heed 
the  call  for  civic  action  when  the  request  comes. 

It  is  your  right... and  responsibility. . .to  hold  our 
state  leadership  accountable  in  protecting  North  Car- 
olina's children  and  families.  Don't  let  the  chance  pass 
you  by  to  make  your  voice  heard! 

*  Karen  McLeod  is  President/CEO  of  Children  and 
Family  Services  Association-North  Carolina. 


One  Who  Is  Loved  Fund  -  Grants  awarded  to  Jordan  Center  children 

United  Methodist  Foundation's  Lynn  James,  executive  director,  (back  row,  center)  and  Jim  Mentzer,  director  of 
planned  giving  (back  row,  right),  are  pictured  with  children  from  the  Jordan  Center.  UMF  recently  awarded  two 
grants  to  children  at  the  Center  from  the  "One  Who  Is  Loved  Fund." The  fund  was  created  by  James  Warren  in 
memory  of  his  wife,  Novie  Christine  Warren.  "In  a  very  special  way,  I  want  children  with  hurts  and  needs  to  know 
that  United  Methodists  love  them  and  care,"  said  Warren  as  he  created  the  permanent  endowment  fund  in  trust 
with  UMF.  This  special  fund  provides  grants  for  children  1 8  years  of  age  and  younger  in  need  of  financial  assis- 
tance for  special  medical  needs  and  whose  families  are  members  of  a  United  Methodist  Church. 
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By  Maria  Murray  Riemann  * 

What  led  you  to  MHC? 

The  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  led  me 
to  MHC,  even  before  I  knew  it! 

In  my  pastoral  work  in  churches  in 
the  Raleigh  and  Wilmington  areas, 
I  had  several  occasions  to  call  on 
MHC  to  help  my  parishioners.        OM  Q 
I  remember  a  14-year-old  girl 


A  Man 

Mission: 


two  things  in  his  unconventional  min- 
istry: personal  piety  and  social  reform. 
Wesley  brought  the  pulpit  to  those  who 
toiled  in  the  coal  fields  and  factories  of 
Britain. 

He  was  a  social  reformer  of  the  first 
order,  believing  that  "the  world  is 
our  parish." 

We  need  to  see,  really  see, 


where  we  are  needed  most, 
who  desperately  needed  to  J^fy  / fl t©f*Vf  © Wltfj  tflC  Then,  we  have  to  go  there 
be  removed  from  her  abu-  and  reach  out.  And  in 

sive  home.  I  contacted     fj  QVf  |  f  f%     V4^|M  Ipw      serving  those  in  need  of 

the  folks   at  MHC       ACV*    D,UtC    ^iUflfCJT         our  care,  we  must  be 

who  helped  find  her    president/C£0,  Methodist  Home  for  Children     seen  as,  ^sform 

a  place  of  safety.  ing  their  lives,  as 

I  also  had  occasion  to  call  on  the  expertise  of  the  bearing  witness  to  God's  love  for  the  world, 

staff  to  help  one  of  my  churches  start  a  preschool.  MHC         Wesley  also  stressed  the  importance  of  personal  piety, 


has  never  been  out  of  my  mind  and  heart. 

When  I  learned  that  [the  Rev.  Mike  Safley]  would 
step  down  as  head  of  the  agency,  I  thought  again  about 
MHC,  and  was  approached  by  some  Board  members 
to  gauge  my  interest  in  applying  for  the  position  of 
President/CEO.  They  were  "encouraging,  but  gentle" 
in  their  conversations  with  me,  knowing  that  a  move 
to  MHC  might  "mess  with  my  life."  However,  they 
believed  that  there  was  promise  here. 

I  spoke  with  a  mentor,  very  familiar  with  the  exem- 
plary work  of  the  agency,  who  reminded  me  that  the 
opportunity  even  to  be  considered  for  this  leadership 
position  was  a  gift.  He  challenged  me  whether  I  could 
or  should  walk  away  from  it. 

In  many  ways,  in  my  journey  here  I  have  relied 
heavily  on  others'  understanding  of  God's  plan  for 
me.  I  was  certainly  interested,  I  prayed  on  the  matter  a 
great  deal,  but  I  believe  it  was  shared  discernment  that 
resulted  in  my  having  the  honor  of  serving  here. 

What  are  your  first  tasks  at  MHC? 

Clearly  one  has  been  comprehension — compre- 
hending the  enormity  and  scope  of  our  endeavors.  We 
work  with  so  many,  from  those  in  infancy  to  adults: 
from  helping  find  a  loving  home  for  an  8-day-old 
"crack  baby"  to  assisting  a  16-year-old  in  one  of  our 
group  homes  learn  appropriate  behaviors;  from  edu- 
cating 3-  and  4-year-olds  at  the  Jordan  Center  to  aid- 
ing in  reunifying  families  whose  children  have  been 
removed  from  their  homes. 

Our  services  are  many.  We  not  only  provide  homes 
for  those  we  serve,  there  is  a  medical,  therapeutic, 
spiritual,  and  educational  component  to  the  work  that 
we  do.  We  engage  in  our  many  ministries  with  such 
a  high  level  of  Christian  commitment.  MHC's  staff 
is  not  simply  expert  at  what  it  does,  but  is  genuinely 
committed  in  service  to  God. 

Another  of  my  tasks  has  been  to  develop  and  deep- 
en relationships  with  our  friends  and  supporters.  This 
includes  people  in  the  pews  to  those  in  our  care.  It 
also  encompasses  our  partners  in  service,  like  those  in 
county  departments  of  social  services  and  the  state's 
Department  of  Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Pre- 
vention. 

How  do  you  understand  the  work  of  MHC 
as  "faith-based  organization?" 

First,  I  need  to  stress  that  we  are  the  church — we 
are  not  connected  to  it,  tied  to  it,  associated  with  it. 
We  are  the  church.  But,  in  saying  this  I  would  also 
note  that  as  an  institution  we  need  to  be  more... and 
less. .  .United  Methodist. 

John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Methodism,  stressed 


understood  as  holiness  -  by  holiness  I  mean  belonging 
to  God.  At  MHC  we  serve  those  who  are  broken  and 
bent;  and  we  try  to  restore  them,  to  make  them  whole 
again.  For  this  to  happen,  for  "whole-ness"  to  be  made 
manifest,  one  needs  to  attend  to  the  spiritual  nature  of 
humans,  their  holiness.  Here  at  MHC,  spirituality  is 
one  of  our  core  values.  We  are  deeply  cognizant  of  this 
aspect  in  all  of  God's  children. 

So,  what  do  I  mean  by  "we  need  to  be  less  United 
Methodist?"  I  mean  that  we  must  continue,  as  we  al- 
ways have,  to  reach  out  and  serve  all  of  God's  children. 

We  must  also  strive  to  increase  our  support  from 
people  from  all  walks  of  life,  from  all  faith  traditions  in 
serving  the  young  people  and  families  in  North  Caro- 
lina. One  of  my  favorite  sayings  about  the  nature  of 
my  own  beliefs  is:  "I  am  enthusiastically  United  Meth- 
odist, but  not  exclusively  United  Methodist." 

How  do  you  understand  the  nature  of  the 
church-state  relationship  applied  to  MHC? 

We  must  be  up  front  about  exactly  who  and  what 
we  are.  To  our  church  friends  we  need  to  be  transpar- 
ent about  our  work  with  state  and  county  agencies. 
85%  of  our  funding  comes  from  public  sources.  We  are 
proud  of  the  very  good  work  we  do  with  government 
agencies.  And  to  the  state  and  other  public  entities,  we 
need  to  be  unabashed  as  we  champion  this  agency  as  a 
faith-based  organization,  one  whose  great  strength  lies 
in  its  fidelity  to  the  will  of  a  higher  power. 

There  is  a  certain  challenge  that  comes  with  this  ac- 
knowledgement. We  are  an  agency  that  draws  its  in- 
spiration and  life  breath  from  the  church  and  yet  de- 
rives most  of  its  funding  from  the  state.  In  the  future, 
I  hope  that,  in  order  to  meet  the  impending  needs  of 
North  Carolina's  children  and  families,  we  can  reverse 
percentages  of  our  funding  streams  so  that  a  majority 
of  them  flow  from  the  private  sector. 

What  do  you  see  as  MHC's  strengths? 

I  would  say  this.  There  is  clarity  of  purpose  that 
infuses  this  agency.  We  serve  children  and  families. 
They  need  our  help,  and  we  are  there.  Talk  to  any  staff 
■member  and  you  can't  miss  this  core  belief  that  guides 
our  work.  We  are  all  on  the  same  page:  there  is  no 
confusion. 

Another  strength  is  that  most  staff  understand  their 
work  as  a  "calling."  They  ascribe  deep  meaning  to  their 
endeavors  that  transcends  (although  it  is  informed  by) 
the  values  of  social  work  and  psychology.  This  is  one  of 
the  things  that  make  MHC  such  a  unique  institution. 

See  "Man  on  a  mission,  "page  1 1 


-  from  page  6 

Group  Residential 
Services 

Small,  community-based  group  homes 
provide  short-term  emergency  care  as 
well  as  longer  stays. 

Homes  provide  family-style  settings 
with  full-time  supervision  for  young 
people  aged  10  to  18. 

Resident  counselors  and  staff  work 
with  family  members,  counselors, 
community  resources,  and  others 
to  create  a  care  plan  for  each  young 
person. 

Important  life  skills  are  taught  so  that 
they  can  achieve  their  goals  for  young 
adulthood. 


In-Home 

Family  Preservation 

Short-term  counseling  provided  for 
families  whose  children  are  at  risk  of 
being  placed  outside  the  home  be- 
cause of  abuse  or  neglect. 

Family  preservation  specialists  help 
families  develop  the  skills  they  need 
to  create  a  safe,  healthy  environment 
and  to  keep  the  family  together. 

In-home  counseling  also  helps  youth 
making  a  transition  to  a  new  house- 
hold, whether  with  extended  family 
or  a  foster  family. 


Substance  Abuse 

•  Bridges  program  provides  family- 
centered  support  for  those  who 
have  undergone  treatment  for 
substance  abuse. 

•  One-on-one  counseling  offered 
to  families  as  they  continue  their 
recovery  process. 

•  Support  provided  for  young  people 
struggling  to  overcome  addictions 
and  substance  abuse. 


Community  Connections 

•  Speakers  address  topics  ranging  from 
workshops  on  parenting  and  positive 
discipline  to  informational  sessions 
about  our  programs  and  services. 

•  Available  to  speak  at  businesses, 
community  centers,  churches, 
or  synagogues.  No  charge  for 
this  community  service. 
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By  Ben  Sanders  * 

What  kind  of 
people  are  MHC 
employees?  Meet  a 
few  of  our  dedicated 
team  members: 

•  Parrish,    a  Resident 
Counselor  at  one  of  our 
group    homes    who  works 
whenever  and  wherever  he  is 
asked  to  go — he  logs  in  many, 
many  hours  of  overtime. 

•  Lakita,  a  Program  Manager  who  has  led 

the  way  in  designing  and  planning  "Family  Days" 
at  our  juvenile  homes.  These  are  days  in  which  we 
teach  youth  in  our  care  and  their  families  how  to 
have  fun  together.  They  have  been  so  successful 
that  we  almost  cannot  handle  the  turnout. 

•  Derrick,  a  Program  Manager,  who  has  worked 
as  a  counselor  for  most  of  a  year  to  meet  the 
staffing  needs  at  one  of  our  group  homes. 

•  John,  a  Foster  Care  Specialist,  whose  caseload 
includes  8  therapeutic  foster  care  children  (chil- 
dren with  especially  challenging  and  chronic 
mental  health  diagnoses)  in  addition  to  7  typi- 
cally developing  foster  care  children. 


Katherine  and  her  team  at  the 

Jordan  Child  &  Family  Enrich- 
ment Center,  our  five-star  child- 
care  center,  who  took  on  our 
early  childhood  program  dur- 
ing a  time  of  great  transition. 
Last  year  we  served  more  young 


Staff  of  the  Robeson 
are  (L-R)  Balen  Love, 


children  than  ever  while  increas- 
ing support  and  reducing  expenses. 
She  has  helped  us  move  toward  a 
sustainable  model  of  high  quality, 
inclusive  child  care. 

•  Meredith,  a  manager,  who  has 
worked  over  100  overnight  shifts 

to  maintain  our  Alamance  facility  during  staffing 
shortages.  She  did  while  also  supervising  other 
homes.  We  would  not  have  been  able  to  maintain 
the  program  without  her  dedication. 
The  staff  has  done  so  much  to  move  the  mission  of 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  forward,  so  much  "in 
service  to  God,  to  build  upon  the  physical,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  strengths  of  children,  youth,  and  fami- 
lies, and  we  affirm  their  worth." 

The  staff  have  served  over  1200  children,  youth, 
and  families  last  year,  some  of  the  most  vulnerable 
within  the  Conference.  They  have: 

•  Provided  shelter,  stability,  education,  and  treat- 
ment for  a  young  lady  from  Pamlico  County. 


County  Multipurpose  Home  in  Lumberton  shown 
LaMonica  Brown,  and  Iris  Herring. 

When  the  system  decided  she  should  go  back 
to  her  extremely  unsafe  home,  they  followed 
this  child  with  visits,  phone  calls,  and  support, 
knowing  it  could  all  "fall  apart."  When  it  did 
indeed  fall  apart,  they  were  there,  and  removed 
her  from  the  dangerous  situation.  They  are  cur- 
rently providing  her  with  24/7  care.  They  also 
saved  her  sister  from  abuse  and  neglect  by  find- 
ing her  placement  with  our  agency. 
Provided  86  training  events  to  parents  and  pro- 
fessionals through  our  Early  Childhood  Train- 
ing and  Outreach  program; 
Provided  training  to  30  staff  from  the  Dept.  of 

See  "Staff  with  heart,  "page  12 


Jordan  Center  is  a  blessing  for  all 


By  Chris  Evans  * 

In  our  family  we  have  two  full-time  working 
parents  and  two  children.  We  have  been  blessed  with 
another  family  to  help  us  in  this  most  important  task 
of  child  rearing,  the  Jordan  Child  &  Family  Enrich- 
ment Center. 

The  Jordan  Center  is  a  five-star  early  childhood 
program  in  Raleigh  that  offers  child  care  as  well 
as  training  and  consultation  to  educators  of  young 
children  and  parents. 


Governor  Mike  Easley  visited  the  Jordan  Center  to  promote  the  "More  at  Four"  program 
for  at-risk  four-year-old  children.  The  Center  serves  41  More  at  Four  children. 


However,  this  description  does  not  do  justice  to 
the  complexity  and  enormity  of  the  good  work  that 
goes  on  there.  The  Jordan  Center  is  a  community 
where  parents  leave  their  children  with  loving  teachers 
who  are  vested  in  their  well-being.  It  is  a  place  where 
parents  know  that  their  children  are  in  a  nurturing 
environment  where  they  feel  at  home.  It  is  a  place  where 
children  grow  each  day  because  of  the  opportunities  and 
guidance  they  are  given  to  explore  who  they  are. 

The  Jordan  Center  is  also  a  place  that  can  help  make 
mothers  and  fathers  better  parents.  Scarcely  a  day  goes 

by  that  I  do  not  go  home 
with  new  parenting  skills 
that  I  have  learned  from 
teachers  with  years  of  ex- 
perience working  with 
young  children,  both  in 
the  classroom  and  often 
in  raising  their  own. 

The  Jordan  Center 
also  is  a  community  that 
provides  friendships — 
among  both  children 
and  parents.  Families 
at  the  Center  celebrate 
holidays  and  birthdays 
together,  and  are  rear- 
ing their  children  in  a 
spirit  of  cooperation  and 
camaraderie  that  the 
Center  has  nurtured. 

Through  its  out- 
reach-program, the  staff 


The  Jordan  Center  provides  full-day  childcare  for 
children  ages  six  weeks  to  five  years. 

has  extended  the  philosophy  that  infuses  the  Jordan 
Center  to  communities  around  the  state. 

Through  the  scholarships  that  MHC  provides,  the 
Jordan  Center  participates  in  the  state's  "More  at  Four" 
program  and  other  supportive  programs. 

The  Center  serves  children  of  all  socio-economic 
backgrounds  and  reserves  spaces  for  children  with 
developmental  and  emotional  needs  so  that  all  chil- 
dren have  access  to  high  quality  childcare. 

When  construction  began  on  the  Jordan  Center 
eight  years  ago,  we  submitted  an  application — before 
the  roof  was  even  finished!  When  we  received  notifica- 
tion that  we  had  been  accepted  at  the  Center,  we  had 
no  idea  what  this  would  mean  for  our  lives. 

What  our  family  has  found  at  the  Center  is  an 
extended  family,  a  community  that  encompasses  so 
much  more  than  the  physical  space  of  the  building. 

As  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Method- 
ist Home  for  Children  I  can  say,  without  reservation, 
that  the  mission  of  the  agency  is  truly  at  work  at  the 
Jordan  Child  &  Family  Enrichment  Center. 

*  Chris  Evans  is  a  parent  and  MHC  board  member. 
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MHC  Works 


Wrightsville  Beach  UMC  hosted  a  Son  Run  fundraiser  for  Methodist  Home  For  Children. 


RIGHT  and  BELOW: 


Children  in  the  Pioneer  Club  Sunday  School 
Class  at  St.  Andrews  UMC  sent  special  wish- 
es to  children  in  MHC's  care. 


*God  Said  le*f>**| 

do  \y^k 
UP 


Edenton  St.  UMC  hosted  a  speaker  from  MHC  during 
their  Children  of  God  Sunday  school  class. 


Members  of  Faison  UMC  present  a  gift  to  MHC 
President,  Bruce  Stanley. 


The  United  Methodist  Men  at  Marvin  UMC,  Fayette- 
ville  helped  raise  over  $2,000  with  a  golf  tournament 
in  support  of  MHC's  programs.  President  Larry  Walters 
(far  left)  poses  with  some  of  the  participants  in  this 
generous  effort. 


The  Soapstone  UMC  Contemporary  Expressions 
Sunday  School  class  helped  paint  MHC's  administra- 
tive headquarters  last  fall. 


Cokesbury  UMC  in  Stedman  held  a  yard  sale  for  MHC. 


New  Bern  District  UMM  present  Jennifer  Cooper  of 
MHC  (center)  with  a  $1,200  check  raised  from  a  golf 
tournament  to  benefit  the  children  and  families  the 
agency  serves. 


Young  people  in  MHC  group  homes 
and  foster  care  are  taught  a  values- 
based  model  promoting  core  values 
including  responsibility,  respect,  and 
honesty. 

Upon  discharge  from  the  program: 

65%  are  involved  in  their  school 
or  community  (up  from  1 5%) 

62%  have  joined  religious  activities 
(up  from  29%) 

76%  accept  authority  (up  from  36%) 

•    69%  have  a  positive  self  image 
(up  from  42%) 


THAT  GIRL 


A  lonely  girl 

in  a  selfish  world 

is  what  you're  told  you  are 

they  say  to  let  it  go 

to  just  give  up 

cuz  you're  never  gonna  go  far 

You  do  your  best 

to  tune  them  out 

but  the  taunting  still  leaks  in 

so  you  shut  down 

and  withdraw  yourself 

into  the  hollow  that  lies  within 

They  push  you  around 

and  tell  you  you're  nothing 

that  you're  lower  than  the  scum 

of  the  earth 

so  you  put  on  a  front 

cuz  that's  what  they  want 

even  though  inside  there's  only  hurt 

Then  comes  the  day 
when  she's  had  enough 
and  she  pulls  off  her  mask, 
lets  down  her  walls 
and  goes  to  ask  for  help 

She's  getting  her  help 

and  learning  to  be  happy 

with  being  the  person  she  wants  to  be 

she's  doing  better  now 

working  towards  her  goal  - 

I  know  cuz  that  girl  is  me 

Written  by  a  youth  in  MHC  care 
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Feelings 


MHC's  in-home  services  team 


Do  you  ever  feel 

as  though  your  world 
Is  falling  all  around  you, 
And  there's  not  a  thing 

in  the  world  that  you  can  do? 

Do  you  ever  feel  as  though 

you  are  choking; 
Fighting  for  air, 
And  that  the  weight 

of  your  shoulders 
Is  much  more  than  you  can  bear? 

Do  you  ever  feel 
as  though  you  have  cried 
All  that  you  possibly  can, 
Having  already  taken 
More  than  you  can  stand? 

Do  you  ever  feel  as  though  you're  in 
A  deep,  dark,  black  hole. . . 
That  you've  been  trapped 
down  there 

For  hours  and  no  one  even  know? 

Well,  when  you  feel  as  though 
God  has  passed  you  by, 
try  to  remember  He's  right 
by  your  side. 

Though  you  cannot  see  or  touch 
Him,  He's  always  around... 
He  promised  that  He  would  be, 
And,  He'll  never  let  you  down. 


Jackie  D.  Battle 
Intensive  Family 

Preservation 
Specialist, 
Methodist  Home 

for  Children 


By  Maria  Murray  Riemann  * 

Does  your  church  have  a 
ministry  that: 

•  Cares  for  sexually  abused  teens? 

•  Helps  families  pay  rent  and  utili- 
ties when  there  is  no  income? 

•  Reunites  fathers  with  their  children? 
Yes. 

Your  church  has  Methodist  Home  for  Children.  Your 
church  is  Methodist  Home  for  Children.  We  are  your 
church.  We  are  your  ministers  that  care  for  the  "least 
and  the  lost."  We  are  Methodist  Home  for  Children. 

Among  the  services  that  Methodist  Home  for  Chil- 
dren provides  are  in-home  counseling  for  families 
whose  children  are  at  risk  for  out-of-home  placement, 
families  who  seek  reunification  because  the  children 
have  already  been  removed,  or  families  who  are  work- 
ing to  avoid  court  involvement  with  troubled  youth. 

These  are  stories 

from  the  MHC 

In-Home  Services  team: 

•  A  teenaged  girl  had  been  referred  to  me  be- 
cause of  her  behavior  problems  at  school.  Upon 
entering  the  home,  I  asked  to  use  the  restroom. 
I  noticed  that  there  was  no  door  on  the  bath- 
room and  no  curtain  in  the  shower.  It  was  only 
because  I  visited  this  family  in  their  home  that  I 
learned  of  the  molestation  of  one  of  the  adoles- 
cent daughters  by  the  step-father.  It  is  no  won- 
der that  she  had  behavior  problems. 

•  I  had  noticed  boxes  on  the  floor  the  first  few 
times  I  visited  the  home,  but  thought  they  were 
just  unpacked  from  a  recent  move.  When  I  still 
saw  the  boxes  a  month  after  working  with  them, 
I  asked  the  mom.  She  began  to  cry  and  said  they 
had  been  evicted  from  the  apartment  and  had  to 
be  out  by  Friday.  I  made  several  calls  to  utility 
companies  and  got  them  some  help  in  paying 
back  bills.  Only  because  I  was  in  their  home  did 
I  realize  how  dire  their  situation  was. 

•  The  home  had  no  working  plumbing.  The 
family  (a  single  mother  with  two  daughters) 
used  a  garden  hose  to  wash  themselves.  Things 
were  very  bad.  So  bad  that  on  one  visit  I  found 
the  mom  laid  out  on  the  bed  with  pills  spilled 
around  her;  she  had  tried  to  commit  suicide. 
I  got  her  to  the  emergency  room.  The  next  day  I 
took  her  to  the  local  mental  health  center  to  get 
her  help  for  her  depression.  Things  were  look- 


Family  and  faith 

Methodist  Home  aren't  used  to  that  much  family.  I 
tell  them  it's  important  for  us  to  check  in  with  each 
other,  to  ask,  'How  was  your  week?'  'How  was  school?' 
If  there  are  concerns  or  needs,  that's  where  we  can  talk 
about  them.  I'm  a  real  stickler  for  it.  We  all  know  we 
can  find  each  other  on  Sunday,  no  matter  where  else 
our  lives  take  us  during  the  week." 

Hopes  and  dreams 

Darryl  has  high  hopes  for  all  his  sons.  "Some  people 
say  don't  try  to  shoot  too  high,"  he  says,  "but  I  say  the 
opposite:  Try  for  the  highest  star.  My  biggest  hope  for 
these  kids  is  that  they  find  peace  for  themselves,  that 
they  come  to  believe  that  what  they've  gone  through  is 


continued  from  page  5 

not  their  fault.  Then  they  might  get  to  a  place  where 
they  can  begin  to  dream.  They  will  feel  that  they  can 
try,  and  succeed.  That  is  my  hope  for  them  all." 

As  for  himself,  Darryl  says  with  a  laugh  that  he 
dreams  of  winning  the  lottery.  If  he  did,  he  says  he 
would  build  a  huge  mansion,  and  fill  it  with  bunk 
beds... and  with  children  who  have  no  place  to  call 
home.  "The  need  is  so  great,"  he  says.  "I  just  wish  I 
could  do  more." 

Help  someone  else  and  be  blessed 

If  you  have  room  in  your  heart  and  in  your  home 
to  foster  a  child,  please  contact  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  at  1.888.305.4321. 


ing  up,  she  landed  a  job, 
but  was  going  to  lose  it  be- 
cause of  poor  hygiene  (it  was 
|  winter  and  the  garden  hose  was 
still  the  only  means  of  washing). 
I  bought  her  some  personal  hygiene 
roducts,  I  got  a  local  plumber  to  do- 
nate his  time  to  fix  the  plumbing. ..she 
still  has  that  job  today! 

I  was  working  with  a  1 5  year  old  boy  with  many, 
many  behavior  problems.  The  father  was  at  wits 
end  with  him,  and  he  was  deeply  saddened  by 
the  fact  that  his  boy  was  getting  into  trouble.  I 
did  everything  I  could  over  a  several  month  pe- 
riod for  the  boy,  and  still  he  acted  out,  so  badly, 
in  fact,  that  the  courts  become  involved.  Well, 
that  boy  was  not  ready  for  help — I  couldn't  help 
him.  But,  the  father  was  in  need  of  help.  He 
needed  a  letter  of  reference;  he  asked  me  to  write 
one.  In  it  I  told  of  his  struggle  to  set  his  son 
right,  how  he  had  done  everything  possible  to 
help  his  son,  and  how  proud  I  was  of  his  efforts, 
even  though  it  has  not  all  turned  out  right.  I 
gave  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  father.  He  said  to 
me,  "this  is  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  anyone 
has  written  anything  nice  about  me."  That  man 
was  45  years  old.  I  guess  you  never  know  whose 
life  you  will  touch. 


This  family  was  reunited  with  help  from  MHC. 

•  The  man  lost  his  wife,  and  his  kids  had  been 
removed  from  the  home.  Actually  they  did  not 
have  a  home;  they  were  living  in  a  motel.  He 
said  he  had  to  get  his  children  back.  But  he 
has  been  no  angel,  his  life  has  been  more  than 
hard — it  has  been  a  nightmare.  On  the  streets 
since  he  was  8  years  old,  drinking,  drugging  and 
prostituting  for  about  that  long,  he  has  been  in 
trouble  with  the  law,  in  prison,  in  rehab  centers. 
But  he  was  determined  to  clean  up  his  life  so 
that  he  could  get  his  boys  back.  Well,  they  are 
back  together  again.  I  meet  with  the  family  once 
a  week,  I  talk,  I  listen,  I  counsel,  I  help  him  be  a 
good  father  to  his  boys.  And  it  is  all  worthwhile 
when  I  see  those  two  teenaged  boys  wrap  their 
arms  around  their  dad  and  say  "I  love  you"  when 
they  get  home  from  school,  "I  love  you"  when 
they  go  outside  to  play,  "I  love  you"... just  for 
no  reason. 

These  are  some  of  the  stories  from  your  church, 
your  ministers  at  work  in  the  world... each  an  every 
day.  These  are  real  stories;  these  are  real  people  whose 
lives  you  help  transform  through  the  work  of  Method- 
ist Home  for  Children. 

*  Maria  Murray  Riemann  is  MHC's  director  of  commu- 
nications. 
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MHC  supports  children  through  the  seven  pathways  from  page  5 


we  help  children  and  families  heal;  we  try  to  restore 
them  and  make  them  whole  again;  we  give  promise 
to  and  take  care  of  those  that  are  lost,  especially  in  the 
rural  counties  across  the  Conference. 

We  reached  out  and  touched — and  transformed — 
1,212  young  people  and  families  last  year!  While 
measures  of  success  are  varied  and  often  imprecise,  we 
know  that  our  work  makes  a  difference. 

Said  one  foster  care  specialist  about  the  children 
she  serves:  "I  know  I  have  succeeded  when  a  child 
who  is  now  age  17  reaches  35  and  is  married  with 
children.  Before  beginning  a  meal,  she  says  a  prayer. 
That  is  when  I  know  that  she  knows  what  it  means  to 
be  a  family  and  she  knows  what  it  takes  to  succeed  in 
a  relationship  and  be  a  parent." 

We  transform  the  lives  of  those  in  our  care,  by  bear- 
ing witness  to  God's  love  for  the  world. 

MHC  helps  eliminate  poverty 
in  community  with  the  poor 

Most  of  the  young  people  and  families  we  serve 
are  poor.  MHC  is  committed  to  breaking  this  cycle 
of  poverty  throughout  the  Conference.  We  do  this  in 
many  ways,  including: 

•  Teaching  life  skills,  including  job  skills,  to  youth 
in  our  group  homes  and  to  families  we  serve 
through  our  in-home  programs. 

•  Offering  educational  opportunities  to  Wake 
County's  poorest  children  in  our  More  at  Four 
programs  and  tuition  assistance  for  low  income 
and  struggling  families  at  the  Jordan  Child  & 
Family  Enrichment  Center.  We  also  provide  sig- 
nificant post-secondary  educational  scholarships 
to  youth  who  have  been  in  our  care. 

•  Partnering  with  the  counties  and  the  state's 
Departments  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
to  offer  assistance  to  young  people  and  fami- 
lies through  our  myriad  values-based  service 
delivery  programs. 

•  Facilitating  relationships  between  children  and 
families  in  our  care  and  congregations  through- 
out the  Conference. 

We  firmly  believe  that  it  is  our  responsibility  to  be 
advocates  of  those  whom  Jesus  described  as  "the  least, 
the  last  and  the  lost." 

MHC  expands  racial/ethnic  ministries 

More  than  60%  of  those  we  serve  are  from  ethnic 
minorities,  the  population  most  at  risk  and  in  need 
our  services.  The  very  nature  of  connecting  United 
Methodist  churches  with  MHC  homes  and  families 
serves  to  expand  racial  and  ethnic  ministry  in  the 
truest  sense. 

MHC  engages  in  this  ministry  throughout  the 
conference  by  offering  a  less  punitive  alternative  to 
juvenile  offenders  than  the  state's  youth  detention 
centers  in  our  six  residential  juvenile  homes. 

We  actively  seek  to  employ  staff  who  are  themselves 
representative  of  minority  groups,  thereby  increasing 
referrals  for  members  of  these  groups. 

We  recognize  the  cultural  diversity  of  our  youth 
and  families  and  thus  seek  out  and  encourage  our  staff 
to  use  community  resources  that  embrace  diverse 
cultural  values. 

In  addition,  we  actively  seek  foster  and  adoptive 
parents  from  racial  and  ethnic  minorities  because  the 
children  most  in  need  of  permanence  within  the  Con- 
ference boundaries  are  themselves  from  these  groups. 

Finally,  and  perhaps  most  importantly,  in  a  world 
still  beset  with  racial  and  ethnic  discrimination,  our 
values-based  institutional  expectations  combined  with 


our  actual  practices  point  to  a  model  in  which  all  those 
we  serve  are  treated  fairly  and  with  the  respect  due  to 
all  human  beings. 

Founded  to  create  a  refuge 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  has  provided  more 
than  a  century  of  care  for  North  Carolina's  young  peo- 
ple and  families. 

It  was  founded  in  1899  as  a  traditional  campus- 
based  orphanage  in  Raleigh,  by  a  broad  collation  of 
concerned  lay  and  clergy  leaders  in  the  predecessor  to 
the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

The  effort  to  create  a  refuge  for  children  was  spear- 
headed by  the  Rev.  John  Wesley  Jenkins,  who  became 
the  first  president  of  the  agency. 

MHC  is  now  a  community-based  agency  that 
provides  programs  and  services  to  ensure  that  children 
grow  up  in  safe,  loving  homes. 

Parents  and  caregivers  are  educated  about  how  best 
to  nurture  children  and  young  adults;  young  people 
are  helped  to  navigate  adolescence;  and  work  is  done 
to  eradicate  the  social  and  family  problems  that  lead 
to  abuse,  neglect,  family  disruption,  and  child  aban- 
donment. 

Reaching  out  to  all  children 

Our  nonprofit  agency  reaches  out  to  all  young 
people  and  families  regardless  of  religion,  race,  or 
economic  status.  We  provide  care  for  troubled  and 
neglected  children  in  our  10  community-based 
residential  youth  homes. 

MHC  also  works  to  find  permanence  for  chil- 
dren and  youth  through  our  foster  care  and  adoption 
services,  and  to  bring  stability  to  families  through 
our  substance  abuse  services  and  our  family-based 
counseling  services. 

The  agency  serves  young  children  and  their  families 
in  our  five-star  early  childhood  program,  the  Jordan 
Child  &  Family  Enrichment  Center,  and  by  training 
parents  and  childcare  professionals.  MHC  is  active  in 
46  counties  in  central  and  eastern  North  Carolina. 

Throughout  its  history,  MHC  has  always  been 
indebted  to  the  generosity  of  the  Conference. 

From  appeals  made  for  support  of  the  nascent 
orphanage  in  the  Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  to  the 
early  years  of  financial  support  assessed  by  the  Confer- 
ence from  pastoral  charges  in  support  of  operations, 
as  a  connectional  ministry  of  this  body,  we  have  con- 
tinued to  serve  "the  least,  the  last,  and  the  lost"  within 
its  boundaries. 

*  Polly  Willis  is  vice  president  of  advancement  for 
the  Methodist  Home  for  Children. 


The  Seven 
Pathways 


The  Council  of  Bishops  has  identified 
seven  pathways  to  focus  on  while 
making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  transformation  of  the  world. 


Transforming  existing 
congregations 
Revelation  1-3 

Developing 
new  congregations 
Acts  1:8;  Acts  16:9-10 


Strengthening  clergy 
and  lay  leadership 

Philippians3: 13-14 

2nd  Timothy  2:1 4 

Teaching  Wesleyan  model 
of  reaching  and  forming 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
Matthew  28: 19-20 

Reaching  and  transforming 
the  lives  of  new  generations 
of  children 

Matthew  19:14 

Acts  2:39;  Proverbs  22:6 

Eliminating  poverty  in 
community  with  the  poor 

Deuteronomy  15:7 

Luke  10 

Expanding  racial  / 
ethnic  ministries 
Acts  10:28 


A  Man  on  a  Mission 
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What  is  the  general  direction 

in  which  you  would  like  to  see  MHC  move? 

I  have  been  reflecting  on  the  name  of  this  institu- 
tion, Methodist  HOME  for  Children,  in  combination 
with  the  Apostle  Paul's  admonition  in  his  letter  to  the 
Romans  to  "share  with  God's  people  who  are  in  need. 
Practice  hospitality."  (Romans  12:13)  I  want  us  to 
continue  this  holy  practice. 

I  want  us  to  continue  to  realize  the  radical  practice 
of  hospitality  in  such  inhospitable  places  as  the  state's 
Youth  Development  Centers,  where  we  are  currently 
training  staff  in  our  model  of  care.  I  want  us  to  provide 


welcome  to  those  families  in  despair  of  losing  or  having 
lost  children  to  the  county  departments  of  social  ser- 
vices. Part  of  the  very  difficult,  but  crucial,  work  that  we 
do  is  to  put  faith  into  action.  We  do  this  every  day. 

I  want  us  to  realize  that  our  efforts  at  hospitality,  un- 
derstood in  its  deepest  sense,  must  incorporate  forgive- 
ness. All  of  us  need  to  ask  forgiveness,  but  we  also  need 
to  offer  it,  with  open  hearts  and  generous  intent.  Out  of 
this  pardoning,  our  work  of  radical  hospitality  begins. 

*  Maria  Murray  Riemann  is  MHC's  director  of  commu- 
nications. 
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First  H.E.L.P.  grants  for  higher  education  awarded  to  MHC  alums 


No  matter 
how  long 
you  have  lived, 
you  will  never  have 
earned  the  right 
to  do  less 
than  your  best. 

-  Vic  Hackley 


The  first  class  of  H.E.L.P.  grant  recipients  gathered 
for  a  celebration  luncheon  on  July  21  at  Methodist 
Home  for  Children's  headquarters  in  Raleigh. 

And  what  a  joyous  occasion  it  was!  Young  people  for- 
merly in  MHC's 
care  received  with 
gratitude  and  joy 
monetary  gifts  that 
will  enable  them  to 
pursue  their  dreams 
of  post-secondary 
education. 

MHC's  grant- 
making  initiative, 
the  Hackley  Educa- 
tion and  Learning 
Program  (H.E.L.P), 
is  the  way  through  which  it  makes  financial  awards  to 
qualified  MHC  applicants  in  support  of  their  post- 
high  school  education  goals. 

The  program  is  titled  in  honor  of  Dr.  Lloyd  V. 
"Vic"  Hackley  in  recognition  of  his  commitment  to 
MHC  and  his  leadership  of  the  MHC  Board  of  Direc- 
tors from  July  2002  to  June  2005. 

A  passionate  champion  for  individual  growth  in 
character,  values,  and  responsibility,  Vic  encouraged 
MHC  to  remember  the  needs  of  young  people  18 
years  and  older  entering  the  period  of  "transition  to 
permanence,"  a  vulnerable  time  when  most  traditional 
child  and  family  service  programs  end  and  access  to 
additional  support  and  guidance  is  extremely  limited. 

Participants  included  those  who  were  fostered  and 
adopted  under  the  auspices  of  MHC,  those  who  lived 
for  a  time  in  one  of  the  group  homes,  and  those  served 
by  in-home  services  programs. 

The  students  expressed  their  thankfulness:  "Thank 
you  for  helping  me  to  come  this  far.  Without  your 
help,  your  support. .  .your  love,  I  would  not  be  here 
today.  Thank  you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart." 


Thank  you  for  supporting 

Methodist  Home  for  Children. 


ENCLOSED  IS  MY  GIFT  OF  $  

METHOD  OF  PAYMENT 

D  Check  Enclosed  (payable  to  MHC  Foundation) 
□  VISA 
D  MasterCard 


Some  of  the  2006  H.E.L.P.  grant  recipients  gather  for  a  celebratory  photograph  with  Vic  Hackley  (far  left). 

MHC  Sunday:  your  church  in  action 

By  Bruce  Stanley  * 


To  make  your  gift  on  line,  visit  www.mhfc.org. 

This  gift  is  tax  deductible  and  greatly  appreciated. 


DAYTIME  PHONE 


E-MAlL 


NAME  AS  n  APPEARS  ON  CREDIT  CARD 


CARD  NUMBER 


EXPIRATION  DATE 


SIGNATURE  OE  CARDHOLDER 


Please  mail  your  contribution  to: 
Methodist  Home  for  Children,  1041  Washington  Street,  Raleigh,  NC  27605-1259 


MHC  Sunday  has  been  a  tradition  since  2000 
although  its  roots  in  the  Food  Lion  Fundraising  Days 
date  back  more  than  20  years.  Once  a  year  many  con- 
gregations throughout  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
take  a  special  offering  for  the  children  and  families  that 
Methodist  Home  for  Children  serves. 
t  —  —  —  —  —  ^  What  began  as  a  modest  effort 
in  2000,  with  about  $40,000  gen- 
erously donated  to  the  agency  by 
just  over  500  donors,  has  grown 
in  2006  to  an  offering  of  almost 
$150,000  donated  by  almost 
1600  concerned  congregants  and 
churches. 

Because  of  your  generosity,  your 
church  has  supported  the  many 
missions  of  MHC,  from  foster  and 
adoption  services,  to  family  pres- 
ervation efforts,  to  educating  the 
youngest  ones  and  their  caregivers 
throughout  the  Conference. 

Members  of  your  UMW  have 
spearheaded  the  effort  to  ensure 
that  the  most  vulnerable  are  tak- 
en care  of  by  your  church  though 
Methodist  Home  for  Children. 
Without  their  concern  for  the  chil- 
dren, youth,  and  families  within 
the  Conference  boundaries,  much 
of  the  agency's  work  with  them 
would  go  undone. 

While  MHC  Sunday  has  done 
so  much  to  make  our  mission  pos- 
sible, the  offering  takes  place  only 
once  each  year  (in  2007,  many 
congregations  will  celebrate  MHC 
Sunday  on  February  18th).  How- 
ever, the  work  of  MHC  goes  on 


it 


Make 
a  difference 
in  the  world... 
one  child 
at  a  time. 


365  days  each  year,  as  the  need  to  tend  to  abused  and 
neglected  children  and  youth,  families  in  crisis,  and 
young  ones  who  seek  a  home,  never  ends. 

Local  churches  are  encouraged  to  celebrate  MHC 
Sunday  on  February  18 
or  another  appropri- 
ate Sunday.  Through 
the  support  of  United 
Methodist  Women  in 
your  district,  envelopes 
and  bulletin  inserts 
have  been  distributed 
to  local  churches  for  use 
with  this  observance. 

With  this  very  intentional  celebration,  you  and  your 
church  can  keep  the  needs  of  the  children  and  their 
families  foremost  on  your  minds  and  hearts.  You  and 
your  church  can  ensure  that  our  mission  "in  service 
to  God,  to  build  upon  the  physical,  emotional,  spiri- 
tual strengths  of  children,  youth,  and  families,  and  to 
affirm  their  worth"  continues  and  expands. 

*  Bruce  Stanley  is  President/CEO  of  Methodist  Home 
for  Children. 


Staff  with  heart  from  page  8 

Juvenile  Justice  and  Delinquency  Prevention  in 
our  model  of  care  and  provided  consultation 
while  training  hundreds  of  court  counselors, 
giving  them  practical  tools  to  work  with  youths 
under  court  supervision; 
•  Provided  intensive  family  preservation,  family 
preservation,  reunification,  and  substance  abuse 
services  to  305  children,  serving  174  families. 

*  Ben  Sanders  is  vice  president  of  programming  for 
Methodist  Home  for  Children. 
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New  worship 
book  affirms 
diversity  of 
African 
descendants 


(UMNS)  -  A  21st  century 
Africana  liturgy  that  addresses  the 
ethos,  traditions  and  innovations 
of  United  Methodist  worshippers 
of  African  descent  has  been  re- 
leased by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  new  worship  resource, 
called  The  Africana  Worship  Book, 
contains  calls  to  worship,  litur- 
gies, prayers,  litanies,  offertory 
prayers,  doxologies,  choral  read- 
ings, creeds,  chants  and  benedic- 
tions. The  compilations  are  based 
on  Year  A  of  the  Revised  Common 
Lectionary,  yet  are  organized  by 
worship  elements  for  ease  of  use. 

A  consultation  on  the  liturgy 
needs  of  African-American  United 
Methodist  congregations  conclud- 
ed that  these  congregations  could 
no  longer  think  of  themselves  as 
being  solely  African -American. 
Worshippers  of  African  descent 
come  from  such  places  as  the  con- 
tinent of  Africa,  the  Caribbean  Is- 
lands and  the  Americas.  The  term 
"Africana"  reflects  this  diversity 
and  heritage. 

"We  use  a  lot  of  the  liturgies, 
calls  to  worship  and  prayers  of 
confession.  It's  important  for  us  to 
have  this  wonderful  resource,"  said 
the  Rev.  Gloria  Roach-Thomas, 
pastor  of  Camphor  UMC  in  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota. 

"We're  the  only  African-Amer- 
ican United  Methodist  church 
in  the  state  of 
Minnesota.  It's  a 
wonderful  way 
for  my  congrega- 
tion to  connect 
with  the  greater 
United  Method- 
ist Africana  litur- 
gies and  people.  We're  not  work- 
ing in  isolation,"  she  said. 

"They  (the  liturgies)  connect 
us  to  our  daily  lives.  All  of  us  can 
relate.  I  don't  care  who  you  are 
-  African,  African-American  and 
other  groups  -  they  are  so  reaj  and 
practical  and  authentic.  It's  truly  a 
wonderful  resource." 

Worship  resources  for  special 
days  like  Black  History  Month, 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  and 
Watchnight  are  also  included. 

For  details,  visit  www.africana- 
worship.org  or  contact  Safiyah  Fo- 
sua  at  (877)  899-2780,  Ext.  7084. 


Name  changed  from  page  I 


Hendricks,  president  of  Methodist 
University.  "A  word  that  signaled  some- 
thing in  1956  does  not  necessarily  send 
the  same  signal  today.  The  label  that 
was  appropriate  in  1956  is  not  neces- 
sarily appropriate  today." 

The  institution  will  operate  as  Meth- 
odist College  until  it  is  officially  registered 
with  the  Secretary  of  State.  "It  is  a  name 
that  we  will  grow  accustomed  to  quickly 
over  the  next  few  weeks  and  months,"  said 
Hendricks.  "I  present  it  to  you  with  plea- 
sure, with  joy,  and  with  anticipation." 

Hendricks  appointed  the  Dr.  Mi- 
chael Safley,  vice  president  of  Church 


i 


and  Community  Rela- 
tions and  minister  to 
the  College,  to  chair  the 
marketing  committee,  which  will  man- 
age the  transition  to  the  new  name. 

"Implementing  such  a  significant 
change  will  take  some  time,  but  we  are 
excited  that  we  will  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  do  so,"  said  Safley. 

Although  this  is  the  first  time  Meth- 
odist College  has  changed  its  designa- 
tion, it  is  the  tenth  independent  in- 
stitution in  North  Carolina  to  make 
the  transition  from  college/institute/ 
academy  to  university. 


Methodist 

UNIVERSITY 


Methodist  University  is  Fayetteville's 
only  independent,  four-year  institu- 
tion of  higher  education.  It  is  related 
to  the  NC  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  University  en- 
rolls 2,147  students  from  41  states  and 
30  countries.  For  more  information, 
contact  the  University  Relations  Office 
at  (910)  630-7043/7114. 

*  Maria  Sikoryak-Robins  is  director  of  col- 
lege publications  at  Methodist  University. 


NC  Wesleyan  College  celebrates  50th  anniversary 


continued  from  page  I 

Others  in  the  program  included  Sen- 
ator A.  B.  Swindell,  Rocky  Mount  May- 
or Fred  Turnage,  Thomas  A.  Betts,  Jr., 
former  chairman  of  Wesleyan's  board  of 
trustees,  and  the  Reverend  Robert  Ber- 
gland,  senior  minister  of  Rocky  Mount's 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 

Some  facts:  Then  and  now 

Students 

Wesleyan's  first  entering  class  in  the  fall 
of  1960  had  92  students,  with  12  attend- 
ing part-time.  Today,  entering  class  size 
averages  approximately  300  students. 

Thirty  three  students  graduated 
in  the  Class  of  1964,  Wesleyan's  first 
graduating  class.  Today,  nearly  9,000 
students  have  earned  bachelor's  degrees 
at  Wesleyan.  The  majority  remain  in 
North  Carolina  after  to  live  and  work. 

Faculty  &  Staff 

In  the  fall  of  1960,  Wesleyan  began 
classes  with  nine  full-time  faculty  and 
three  part-time  instructors. 

Today,  Wesleyan  employs  53  full- 
time  faculty  and  a  number  of  well- 
qualified  part-time  adjunct  faculty  who 
supplement  academic  needs.  Seventy- 
four  percent  of  full-time  faculty  hold  the 
Ph.D.  or  highest  degree  in  their  field. 

Since  2000,  the  number  of  full-time 
staff  has  steadily  increased.  In  the  fall 
of  2000  there  were  136  full-time  staff. 
Since  then,  Wesleyan  has  added  27  staff 
positions  for  a  total  of  163. 

Academics 

When  Wesleyan  first  opened,  there 
were  nine  humanities  courses  offered, 
five  social  science  courses,  and  seven 
science  courses.  Today  approximately 
500  courses  are  listed  in  the  catalog. 

There  are  18  major  subject  areas,  the 
newest  being  Special  Education,  added 
in  2006.  Academic  minors  are  offered 
in  most  major  subject  areas  and  in  five 
additional  subjects. 

The  most  popular  majors  are 
Business  Administration,  Justice  Studies, 
Computer      Information  Systems, 


Judge  J.  Phil  Carlton  spoke  at  Wesleyan's 
50th  Founders'  Day  ceremony.  Carlton 
headed  Wesleyan's  board  of  trustees 
from  1974  to  1995. 

Accounting,  Psychology,  and  Education. 

Athletics 

When  the  college  first  opened,  the 
sports  program  offered  tennis,  baseball, 


softball,  and  related  field  sports,  and  by 
the  second  year,  construction  was  set  to 
begin  on  a  gymnasium.  Today  Wesley- 
an offers  13  intercollegiate  sports,  has 
won  two  national  championships  in 
baseball,  and  is  a  member  of  the  NCAA 
Division  II  and  the  U.S.A.  South  Ath- 
letic Conference. 

Residence  Halls 

The  first  women's  residence  hall  was 
completed  in  1961,  and  a  men's  resi- 
dence hall  was  completed  soon  after- 
ward. Today  Wesleyan  has  six  residence 
halls  and  can  accommodate  more  than 
550  students.  The  two  newest  facilities, 
Boddie  and  Centura  halls,  were  com- 
pleted in  1998.  The  Carleton  House 
Campus,  a  gated  community  in  down- 
town Rocky  Mount,  opened  last  year  as 
a  result  of  a  gift  to  the  college.  It  houses 
up  to  52  students,  with  potential  for 
additional  occupancy  and  uses. 

*  Susan  Best  is  director  of  public  relations 
and  editor  of  the  Wesleyan  Magazine  at 
NC  Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount. 


These  churches  keep  their  members  up-to-date 
with  the  latest  conference  and  denomination  news 
through  group  subscriptions  to: 


Hayes  Barton  (RA) 
Carbonton  (SA) 
Front  Street  (BU) 
St.  James  (GR) 
First  (RM) 

Bethany:  Wanchese  (EC) 
Goldston  (SA) 
Mount  Olivet  (EC) 


Aldersgate  (BU) 
Broadway  (SA) 
North  Raleigh  (RA) 
Buxton  (EC) 
Home  Memorial  (RA) 
Oxford  (DU) 
Page  Mem:  Biscoe  (SA) 
Westminster  (GR) 
Whiteville  (Wl) 

...and  the  list  is  growing! 

Will  your  church's  name  be  added  to  this  list?  Call  Linda  Smith 
to  find  out  about  group  subscription  discounts!  800-849-4433 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 


January  7,  2007 

Text:  John  8:31-59 
"Be  Free" 


Would  you  argue  with  Jesus?  This 
week's  study  text  starts  the  new  year  off 
with  a  debate  between  Jesus  and  some  of 
his  followers  (John  8:31).  With  friends 
like  this,  who  needs  enemies?  The  les- 
son ends  with  those  who  disagreed  with 
Jesus  picking  up  rocks  to  throw  at  him 
(John  8:59). 

There  is  a  sense  in  which  many  of 
us  have  "signed  on"  with  Jesus  because 
of  what  we  thought  He  could  do  for 
us.  We  might  have  joined  a  particular 
congregation  because  what  that  local 
church  offers  us.  Some  even  suggest 
that  following  Jesus  is  a  certain  way  to 
wealth  and  happiness. 

But  what  happens  when  Jesus  calls 
us  to  a  mission  we  prefer  to  ignore? 
What  happens  when  the  Church  teach- 
es that  our  pet  prejudices  are  actually 
sins?  What  happens  when  Jesus  defines 
our  relationship  with  him  with  terms 
like  obedience,  service,  sacrifice?  I  un- 
derstand enough  of  that  to  understand 
why  some  of  those  who  had  believed  in 
him  now  protested  what  Jesus  had  to 
say. 

What  lighted  the  match  of  anger  for 
these  protestors?  The  discussion  starts 
with  Jesus  telling  these  folks  how  they 
could  be  free  (8:32).  That  is  what  upset 
them  because  they  claimed  they  were 
already  free  (8:33). 

Try  to  understand  their  response  in 
this  way:  suppose  a  preacher  tells  me 
that  he  wants  to  help  me  get  saved;  I 
reply  that  I  am  saved  because  I  are  a 
Christian,  trusting  in  Jesus  Christ;  the 
preacher  says  "That's  not  enough.  Let 
me  tell  you  really  how  to  be  saved." 

If  that  were  to  happen,  I  would  first 
be  put  off  a  bit;  then  if  it  continued,  I 
might  be  offended;  finally,  if  the  preach- 
er persisted  in  claiming  I  was  not  really 
saved,  I  might  even  become  angry. 
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That's  why  these  people  are  so  bent 
out  of  shape.  They  thought  they  had 
freedom  as  children  of  Abraham  (8:33). 
Jesus  invites  them  to  think  of  Abraham 
in  a  new  way  (8:56).  It  was  more  than 
they  could  stand  because  Jesus  claimed 
authority  and  life  even  before  Abraham 
(8:58).  Do  you  hear  an  echo  of  the  first 
part  of  the  Gospel  according  to  John: 
"He  was  in  the  beginning  with  God" 
(John  1:2).  Freedom  from  sin  comes 
in  recognizing  that  authority,  accepting 
that  gift,  trusting  that  truth.  Do  you 
want  to  argue  with  Jesus  about  that? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

David  Lowes  Watson  (The  Early 
Methodist  Class  Meeting,  Discipleship 
Resources)  has  written:  "Indeed,  the 
first  gift  of  God's  grace  (according  to 
John  Wesley)  was  the  freedom  to  resist 
it,  a  freedom  preveniently  restored  to  a 
depraved  human  nature." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Free  me,  Jesus. 

January  14,2007 

Text:  John  5:19-29 
"Ultimate  Fairness" 

Now  that  the  collegiate  football  sea- 
son is  over — at  least,  I  think  it  is  over; 
there  always  seems  to  be  one  more 
game — we  can  declare  national  cham- 
pions, feel  sad  for  the  almost  winners, 
and  begin  to  ponder  next  season's  grid- 
iron clashes.  We  seem  to  enjoy  com- 
petitive sports  and  fill  the  channels  of 
every  television  with  wall-to-wall  ex- 
amples. (Is  it  un-American  to  say  that 
I  get  nothing  out  of  those  glitzy  poker 
competitions?) 

But  now  here  is  a  battle  I  would  en- 
joy watching,  at  least  at  a  safe  distance: 
Saint  John  vs.  Saint  Paul-two  theologi- 
cal heavyweights  exchanging  bons  mots 
and  doctrinal  subtleties. 

In  one  corner,  I'd  put  part  of  this 
week's  lesson:  John  5:29:  an  argument 
that  good  works  are  rewarded  with  a 
resurrection  of  life. 

In  the  other  comer,  I'd  put  Paul's 
argument  that  those  who  rely  on  works 
are  under  a  curse  (Galatians  3:10) 
and  that  justification  is  by  faith  alone 
through  grace  (Ephesians  2:8).  [May- 
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be  we  could  let  James  be  the  referee: 
"So  faith  by  itself,  if  it  has  no  works,  is 
dead"  (James  2:17).] 

Paul  vs.  John.  Faith  vs.  works.  Here  is 
how  John  Wesley  resolved  that  tension. 
He  said  that  works  are  the  inevitable  re- 
sult of  faith.  Wesley  called  not  only  for 
good  works,  but  for  perfect  love  of  God 
and  perfect  love  of  neighbor. 

Wesley  acknowledged,  however,  that 
the  life  of  entire  sanctification  (perfec- 
tion, mature  love,  holy  living)  was  itself 
a  gift,  as  much  as  justification.  In  other 
words,  good  works  and  faith  are  both 
gifts  of  grace.  [Is  this  why  the  writer  of 
Hebrews  referred  to  Jesus  as  the  "per- 
fecter  of  our  faith"  (Hebrews  12:2)?] 

John  is  clear  that  Jesus  has  the  au- 
thority to  make  judgments  about  us 
(John  5:27).  The  New  Testament  has  at 
least  three  words  which  we  translate  as 
"authority." 

One  of  these  words  means  "com- 
mandment" —  telling  someone  what 
to  do;  a  second  of  these  words  means 
"dominate"  —  showing  overwhelming 
power. 

The  third  word  means  "ability  or 
mastery"  —  knowing  what  one  is  do- 
ing. It  is  this  third  word  which  is  used 
in  John  5:27:  Jesus  has  the  knowledge, 
awareness,  competence,  readiness,  and 
fairness  to  make  such  decision.  His  au- 
thority is  the  ultimate  fairness. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Good  News  to  the  Poor  (Abing- 
don Press),  Theodore  W.  Jennings,  Jr. 
has  stated:  "(Wesley  had  a)  sense  of  the 
centrality  of  a  transformed  econom- 
ics as  being  essential  to  the  practice  of 
faith... not  as  abstract  dogmatics  but  as 
a  reflection  on  transformed  and  trans- 
forming praxis." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Grace,  O  God,  it  is  all 
grace.  By  your  gift  we  come  to  faith;  by 
your  gift  we  come  to  live  faithfully;  by 
your  gift  we  make  claim  upon  life  eter- 
nal. All  of  this  we  see  and  accept  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  taught  us, 
showed  us,  and  accepted  us..." 

January  21,2007 

Text:  John  6:25-59 
"Lasting  Results" 

According  to  legend,  Saint  Agnes 
was  martyred  on  January  21,  304. 
Reports  of  how  she  died  are  varied,  but 
the  common  theme  of  the  accounts  was 
that  she  refused  to  sacrifice  her  sexu- 
al purity  in  order  to  save  her  life.  She 
said,  "The  only  claim  on  my  life  is  Jesus 
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Christ."  She  was  either  twelve  or  thir- 
teen when  she  was  killed.  Faithfulness 
to  our  Lord  is  not  measured  in  years. 

In  January,  our  country  remembers 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  At  the  time 
he  was  assassinated,  Dr.  King  was  lead- 
ing a  struggle  for  economic  justice  in 
Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Dr.  King  set  a  vision  and  challenged 
a  nation  to  become  a  people  of  equal 
freedom.  It  was  not  always  a  well-liked 
dream.  Faithfulness  to  our  Lord  is  not 
measured  in  popularity. 

Today  I  had  a  chance  to  say  some- 
thing to  a  Christian  brother  who  was 
using  language  which  is  offensive  to  gay 
and  lesbian  persons.  United  Method- 
ists are  taught  (in  the  Social  Principles) 
that  "homosexual  persons  no  less  than 
heterosexual  persons  are  individuals  of 
sacred  worth." 

Under  the  guise  of  not  wanting  to 
embarrass  the  man,  I  said  nothing.  I  am 
sorry.  It  was  a  simple  moment  which 
quickly  passed.  Faithfulness  to  our  Lord 
is  not  measured  in  how  big  the  stage 
might  be. 

In  today's  lesson,  Jesus  is  instructing 
the  crowd  on  the  "lasting  results"  that 
come  from  partaking  of  the  living  bread 
Oohn  6:27,  32,35,48,51,58). 

Faithfulness  is  measured  not  in  years, 
popularity,  or  size  of  stage;  faithfulness 
is  measured  in  how  we  eat  of  that  bread; 
that  is,  how  we  share  in  the  life  and 
presence  of  Jesus  Christ.  One  way  we 
share  in  that  life-giving  bread  is  in  Holy 
Communion  (John  6:56).  John  Wesley 
taught  that  there  is  a  Real  Presence  of 
Jesus  at  the  Table. 

Holy  Communion  looks  back  at 
the  death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 
Holy  Communion  looks  around  at  the 
welcoming  table  of  grace.  Holy 
Communion  looks  ahead  to  the  com- 
ing reign  of  God.  It  is  like  an  appetizer 
and  dessert  all  at  one  time. 

Faithfulness  is  not  only  in  coming 
constantly  to  that  Table  (as  Mr.  Wesley 
advised),  but  in  living  out  the  commu- 
nity found  at  the  Table,  a  community 
of  hospitality  and  forgiveness.  Faithful- 
ness is  living  out  even  now  that  com- 
ing reign  of  God.  Taste  and  see  that  the 
Lord  is  good! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Moody  Smith's  study  of  John  (John, 
Abingdon  Press),  he  writes,  "Jesus  offers 
himself  to  those  who  desire  life." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "Bread  of  heaven, 
come..." 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  15 
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Appointment  changes  announced 


Three  appointment  changes, 
effective  during  November,  have 
been  announced. 

•  Effective  November  1,  Donald 
Shields,  pastor  at  Cokesbury  in 
Stedman  (Fayetteville  District) 
moved  to  Macedonia  in  Cary 
(Raleigh  District). 


Rose  Conner,  pastor  at  Mace- 
donia, moved  to  Cokesbury. 
Effective  November  19, 
Donna  Fowler-Marchant 
comes  off  family  leave  and 
becomes  pastor  at  Cotton 
UMC  in  the  Fayetteville 
District. 


Deaths 


LITZENBERGER,  Charles  M. 
Litzenberger  (BU:  Incapac- 
ity Leave)  died  October  1 3. 
A  memorial  service  was  held 
October  15  at  University  UMC 
in  Chapel  Hill. 


January  adult  Bible  study  from  page  14 


January  28,  2007 

Text:  John  8:12-24;  12:44-46 
"Overcoming  Darkness" 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world"  Qohn  8:12).  What  kind  of 
light? 

A  spotlight  will  zero  in  on  a  small 
area  and  show  up  the  details  of  that  one 
spot.  A  floodlight  will  brighten  a  broad 
expanse  and  reveal  things  otherwise 
hidden.  A  flashlight  can  be  moved  from 
place  to  place  and  brighten  up  first  one 
thing  and  then  another.  A  candle  will 
offer  a  soft  glow  that  which  flickers  and 
dims,  flickers  and  dims.  A  match  will 
give  quick  light  but  will  soon  disappear 
into  darkness. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world."  What  kind  of  light? 

Of  course,  most  of  us  have  some  plac- 


es in  our  lives  where  we  do  not  want  the 
light  of  Jesus  to  shine!  What  if  the  light 
discloses  my  envious  thoughts?  What 
if  the  light  makes  known  my  spiritual 
sloth?  What  if  the  light  divulges  my  less 
than  pure  self?  What  if  the  light  reveals 
my  real  motives? 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world."  What  kind  of  light? 

Can  light  bring  a  healing  warmth  to 
my  hurting  places?  Can  light  shine  on 
things  which  otherwise  would  cause  me 
to  stumble?  Can  light  send  a  signal  to 
give  me  direction  in  a  time  of  confu- 
sion? Can  light  offer  a  break  when  my 
life  is  enveloped  by  gloom? 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world."  What  kind  of  light? 

Our  Lord  said  those  who  walk  in  the 
light  will  have  the  light  of  life.  Folks 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  will 


WESTMINSTER  UNITED  METHOD- 
IST Church  (600+  members),  in 
Kinston,  NC  seeks  full-time  Direc- 
tor of  Youth,  Christian  Education 
&  Family  Ministries.  The  primary 
responsibility  is  to  lead  &  develop 
all  education  ministries  with  em- 
phasis on  youth.  Requires  Bache- 
lor's degree  in  religious  studies  or 
related  field  or  equivalent  experi- 
ence. Salary  commensurate  with 
experience.  Call  252-522-3334  to  re- 
quest application  package  or  email 
westminsterUMC@wave-net.net. 

MOUNT  OLIVET  UMC,  Manteo,  NC 
seeks  employment  for  a  music  direc- 
tor. This  position  requires  approxi- 
mately 30  hours  per  week.  Informa- 
tion and  application  are  available  at 
thechurchofnce.Pleasecall:252-473- 
2089,  ext.  21  or  FAX:  252-473-3850 

HAY  STREET  UMC  is  a  flourishing 
downtown  church  with  a  full  time 
opening  for  Director  of  Christian  Edu- 
cation. For  more  information,  please 
call  Dr.  John  Tyson  at  910-476-6529. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite 
min.    NP/NS.   Call  828-456-5183. 


EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 


BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Cary.  Applicant  must  have  a  Bach- 
elor's degree  from  a  four  year  col- 
lege or  university  and  at  least  five 
years  of  experience  as  an  admin- 
istrator. Applicant  should  have 
strong  organizational,  supervisory, 
interpersonal  and  computer  skills. 
Knowledge  of  payroll  preparation, 
financial  record  keeping,  account- 
ing principles  and  health  insurance 
procedures  is  also  required.  The 
ability  to  deal  effectively  and  gra- 
ciously with  diverse  groups  of  indi- 
viduals is  a  must.  To  apply,  please 
email  resumes  to  info@fumc-cary. 
org  or  contact  Karen  Chauvaux  at 
919-467-1861.  Applications  will  be 
received  until  December  15,  2006. 


recognize  the  New  Testament  word  for 
life:  zoe.  ZOE  is  the  acronym  used  for 
the  Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor,  an 
effort  to  bring  food  and  health  and  pos- 
sibility and  hope  and  future  to  the  chil- 
dren of  an  aching  African  nation. 

That's  what  light  does!  It  gives  life! 
Light  destroys  what  darkness  does  to  us. 
Light  enriches  what  gives  us  tomorrow. 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  light  of  the 
world." 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

James  W.  Moore  {Standing  on  the 
Promises  or  Sitting  on  the  Premises?,  Di- 
mensions for  Living)  writes: 

"When  the  noted  writer  Robert 
Louis  Stevenson  was  a  little  boy,  he  was 
sitting  one  night  by  a  window  in  his 
room,  watching  a  lamplighter  light  the 
streetlights  below.  When  his  nurse  came 
in  and  asked  him  what  he  was  doing, 
young  Robert  answered,  'I'm  watching 
a  man  make  holes  in  the  darkness."' 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Shine,  Light  of  the 
world. . ." 


if 


mm 

.       .  ......... 


STATON,  Marie,  widow  of 
the  Reverend  Jesse  C. 
Staton,  Sr.  died  October  14. 
The  funeral  was  conducted 
at  First  UMC  in  Morehead 
City  on  October  16. 

SOULE,  Guy  Jr.  (BU:  retired, 
serving  as  minister  of  visita- 
tion at  Front  Street)  died 
October  16.  Funeral  was 
held  October  20  at  Front 
Street  UMC. 

OLIVE,  Lula  Mae,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  John  G.  Olive  (FA: 
retired)  died  October  16.  A 
memorial  service  was  held 
on  October  20. 


SHORT,  James  M.  (RO: 
retired),  died  October  28. 
Funeral  services  were  held 
October  31  in  Ellerbe. 

GOODSON,  Martha  Ann 
Ogburn,  widow  of  Bishop 
Walter  Kenneth  Goodson, 
died  October  22.  A  celebra- 
tion of  her  life  was  held 
at  Centenary  UMC  in  Win- 
ston-Salem on  October  25. 
Bishop  Goodson  was 
a  former  bishop-in- 
residence  at  Duke  Divin- 
ity School  and  a  trustee  of 
Duke  University  and  The 
Duke  Endowment.  The 
Divinity  School's  chapel  is 
named  for  Bishop  Goodson. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 
and  more 
Cokesbury 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 
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The  United  Methodist  Church  joins  global  malaria  campaign 


By  Linda  Bloom* 

(UMNS)  -  The  people  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  are  participating  in 
the  official  kickoff  of  a  malaria-preven- 
tion campaign  that  plays  on  the  image 
of  balls  flying  into  nets  to 


encourage    dona-  ^ 
tions   for   malaria  »j* 
nets    for  African 
families. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Thomas 
Bickerton  of  the  denominations  Western 
Pennsylvania  area  said  one  of  the  cam- 
paigns most  appealing  aspects  is  that  fact 
that  "anyone,  anywhere"  can  forge  this 
lifesaving  link  with  children  in  Africa. 

"It  all  fits  in  to  the  whole  issue  of 
eradicating  poverty,"  added  Bickerton, 
who  also  serves  as  president  of  UM 
Communications.  "A  million  people 
are  dying  of  malaria  every  year,  75  per- 
cent of  them  children." 

The  campaign  asks  for  a  $10  contri- 
bution. The  first  $7  purchases  and  dis- 
tributes the  nets,  which  can  cover  up  to 
four  family  members  as  they  sleep.  The 
last  $3  pays  for  community  workers  to 
educate  families  on  how  to  use  the  in- 
secticide-treated bed  nets. 

A  special  Web  site,  www.Nothing- 
ButNets.net,  accepts  online  donations. 

Partners  in  Nothing  But  Nets  in- 
clude The  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  United  Nations  Foundation,  Sports 


Illustrated,  and  the  National  Basketball 
Association's  NBA  Cares,  Millennium 
Promise  and  the  Measles  Initiative. 

The  campaign  originated  with  Rick 
Reilly,  a  Sports  Illustrated  columnist 
who  became  inter- 
ested in  the  topic 
after  watching  a 
BBC  television  special. 
"When  he  called  us,  we  happened  to 
have  the  mechanisms  in  place  to  dis- 
tribute insecticide-treated  bed  nets," 
said  Elizabeth  McKee  of  the  United 
Nations  Foundation. 

On  May  5,  2006,  Reilly  wrote  a  col- 
umn, headlined  "Nothing  But  Nets,"  in 
which  he  asked  readers  who  "have  ever 
gotten  a  thrill  by  throwing,  kicking, 
knocking,  dunking,  slamming,  putting 
up,  cutting  down  or  jumping  over  a 
net"  to  donate  money  for  bed  nets.  He 
raised  $1.2  million. 

McKee  said  it  was  a  "natural  synergy" 
for  The  People  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  join  the  "Nothing  But  Nets" 
campaign  because  of  the  denomination's 
long  experience  with  malaria  work.  The 
United  Nations  Foundation  -  a  public 
charity  created  in  1998  with  a  $1  billion 
gift  from  Ted  Turner  to  support  U.N. 
causes  and  activities  -  builds  public- 
private  partnerships  to  address  the 
worlds  most  pressing  problems. 

"This  natural  blending  of  the  sacred 
and  secular... is  a  wonderful  possibility 


Sports  Illustrated  columnist  Rick  Reilly  (right)  visits  Yesirat  Gafani  and  her  son,  Afusat 
Gafani,  to  see  a  Nothing  But  Nets  provided  mosquito  net  at  their  home  in  Epe,  near 
Lagos,  Nigeria.  The  first  distirbution  included  150,000  nets,  umns  photo  by  Mike  DuBose 


for  21st  century  ministry,"  Bickerton 
added.  The  denomination's  connec- 
tional  system  will  engage  United  Meth- 
odist youth  and  others  in  the  campaign. 
Bickerton  stressed  that  100  percent  of 
the  funds  raised  are  used  directly  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  bed  nets. 
"Thanks  to  the  United  Nations  Foun- 
dation, the  administrative  costs  are  be- 
ing picked  up,"  he  explained. 

To  distribute  the  nets  throughout 


communities  in  Africa  in  2007  and 
2008,  Nothing  But  Nets  has  partnered 
with  the  Measles  Initiative  —  an  inte- 
grated health  campaign  whose  partners 
include  the  American  Red  Cross,  Cen- 
ter for  Disease  Control  and  Prevention, 
World  Health  Organization,  UNICEF 
and  the  UN  Foundation. 

*Linda  Bloom  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  New  York. 


Bishop  Gwinn  assists  in  ground-breaking  for  Catembe  UMC  in  Mozambique 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Al  Gwinn  joined 
Bishops  Max  Whitfield  and  Robert 
Schnase  in  the  November  5  ground- 
breaking service  for  the  church  building 
for  Catembe  United  Methodist  Church 
near  Maputo,  Mozambique. 

This  small  but  growing  church  led 


by  Pastor  Paulo  Sabine  is  currently 
meeting  under  a  cashew  nut  tree  on  the 
site  of  the  new  church.  The  site  will 
eventually  be  developed  to  include  the 
church,  a  school  for  area  children  and  a 
parsonage. 

The   bishops  were   attending  the 


Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  Mapu- 
to from  November  1-7.  This  was  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Council  outside  of 
North  America. 

Nelson  Mandela,  former  president 
of  South  Africa  and  an  international 
symbol  of  human  rights,  and  his  wife, 


Gracia  Machel,  surprised  the  bishops 
with  their  appearance  at  dinner  on  No- 
vember 5.  Both  Mandela  and  Machel 
have  deep  Methodist  roots.  Each  at- 
tended a  Methodist  school. 

"People  should  be  recognized  for  the 
work  they  do  and  not  for  who  they  are 
or  where  they  come  from,"  Mandela 
told  the  bishops. 

While  in  Africa,  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Gwinn  also  visited  the  UMC  Ganta 
Mission  station  in  Liberia  and  other 
UMC  ministries  in  Zimbabwe  and 
Zambia. 

Mrs.  Gwinn,  a  registered  nurse, 
joined  a  medical  team  in  Zambia. 


ABOVE:  Bishop  Max  Whitfield  (left),  New  Mexico;  Bishop  Robert  Schnase  (center),  Missouri;  and  Bishop  Gwinn  assist  in  ground- 
breaking at  Catembe  UMC.  RIGHT:  Bishop  Gwinn  (seated)  and  Mrs.  Gwinn  with  Catembe  UMC  children.  (Photos  by  Sam  Dixon) 
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Call  to  excellence,  implications  for  all 
topics  addressed  during  district  gatherings 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

In  a  series  of  teaching  gatherings  in  all 
districts,  Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn, 
Jr.  is  using  PowerPoint  slides  to  explain 
his  understanding  of  the  Biblical  and 
theological  call  to  excellence  and  what 
the  implications  of  this  call  are  for  cler- 
gy, laity,  and  congregations. 

"Excellence  is  nothing  more  and 
nothing  less  than  thinking,  acting,  and 
feeling  the  mind  of  Christ.  It  is  calling 
us  out,  back,  and  up  to  what  was  set  at 
our  baptism  and  our  ordination,"  Bish- 
op Gwinn  said. 

Excellence  in  ministry  will  "change 
our  lives."  It  will  bring  a  different  way 
of  living  for  the  cabinet,  the  board  of 
ordained  ministry,  the  board  of  laity, 
clergy,  and  congregations,  he  said. 

Two  districts  held  Excellence  in  Min- 
istry gatherings  in  December.  Eight  dis- 
trict meetings  will  be  held  in  January 
and  two  in  February  (See  chart  for  dates 
and  locations).  Similar  schedules  will 
be  followed  in  all  districts,  including  a 
panel  discussion  and  a  question  and  an- 
swer session. 

In  the  December  meetings  in  the 
Rocky  Mount  and  Sanford  Districts, 
clergy  met  in  the  afternoon  with  Bishop 
Gwinn,  several  district  superintendents, 
members  of  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  and  members  of  the  Board  of 
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Beth  Frazier,  holding  microphone,  responds  during  a  panel  discussion  at  the  Rocky 
Mount  District  Excellence  meetings  with  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  center.  Fred  Height, 
RM  District  lay  leader  is  behind  Frazier.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton 


Laity.  Laity,  and  some  pastors,  met  with 
Bishop  Gwinn  in  the  evening. 

During  these  two  gatherings,  in  addi- 
tion to  Bishop  Gwinn,  presentations  were 
made  by  the  conference  lay  leader,  two 
other  lay  persons,  and  superintendents 
from  other  districts.  Beth  Hood,  chair  of 
the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  joined 


these  individuals  in  a  panel  discussion 
and  a  question  and  answer  session. 

Bishop  Gwinn  supported  his  pre- 
sentation with  scriptural  references: 
"Thankful  for  your  partnership  in  the 
gospel"  (Philippians  1:5),  "Live  your 
life  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ"  (Phil.  1:27),  "Let  the  same  mind 


be  in  you  that  was  in  Christ"  (Phil.  2:5- 
8),  "If  there  is  any  excellence  and  if  there 
is  anything  worthy  of  praise,  think  about 
these  things"  (Phil.  4:8),  "And  I  will  show 
you  a  still  more  excellent  way."  (I  Cor. 
12:31),  and  "I  pray  that  you  may  have 
the  power  to  comprehend.. .so  that  you 
may  be  filled  with  the  fullness  of  God" 
(Eph.  3:  18-19). 

"We  have  forgotten  that  our  major 
work  as  a  church  isn't  increased  atten- 
dance figures,  dynamic  programs,  grow- 
ing budgets  and  expanded  facilities  -  it's 
spiritual  formation.  That  is  what  the 
Great  Commission  is  all  about  -  mak- 
ing disciples,"  Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

The  goals  for  the  NC  Conference  in 
growing  excellence  in  ministry,  he  said, 
are  1)  every  congregation  being  an  obe- 
dient, vital,  missional  congregation  re- 
gardless of  size,  and  2)  every  pastor  be- 
ing an  effective  spiritual,  obedient,  and 
visionary  leader. 

See  "Call  to  excellence,  "page  3 


Thanks  to  donation  and  MERCI,  new  home  arrives 


(Editor's  Note:  This  article  about 
the  work  of  MERCI  in  Goldsboro 
appeared  on  Channel  17  WNCN 
TV  News  on  Dec.  7.  Permission  was 
granted  for  the  NCCC  Advocate  to 
reprint  the  article.) 

By  Shirley  Min  * 

What  seemed  like  a  never-ending 
process  finally  came  together  Thursday 
morning  for  one  Wayne  County  wom- 
an in  need  thanks  to  the  generosity  and 
hard  work  of  others. 

After  living  in  a  donated  camper 
for  over  a  month,  Lizzie  Cobb's  wait 
is  over.  "I  didn't  think  this  would  ever 
happen,"  Cobb  said.  Cobb's  new  home 
used  to  belong  to  Demarcus  McLaurin. 
He  donated  his  mobile  home  to  her.  "It 
just  feels  good  to  be  a  part  of  it,  that's 
all.  Just  to  help  somebody  else  out," 
McLaurin  said. 


It  all  started  when  Cobb  called  the 
MERCI  Center  (Marion  Edwards 
Recover  Center  Initiatives),  a  non- 
profit agency,  in  2005.  She  needed  for 
help  with  home  repairs.  The  organiza- 
tion soon  discovered  Cobb  didn't  need 
repairs.  She  needed  a  new  home. 

"She  had  holes  in 
her  floors,  there  were 
lots  and  lots  of  bugs, 
and  we  didn't  know 
how  many  roaches 
there  were,"  said  Ann 
Huffman  of  the  MER- 
CI Center. 

But  getting  Cobb  a  Ljzzie  Cobb  rajses  her  hands 
mobile  home  the  orga-   the  air  to  "praise  the  Lord!" 


nization  could  afford 
wasn't  easy. 

The  used  mobile 
home     the  MERCI 


in 
as 

she  watches  her  new  mobile 
home  arrive.  Hainey  &  Sons 
Mobile  Home  Movers  in  Fremont 
moved  the  mobile  home  and  set 
it  up  free  of  charge. 


Center  originally  planned  to  give  Cobb 
needed  about  $10,000  in  repairs;  repairs 
they  just  couldn't  afford.  But  that  prob- 
lem was  solved  when  McLaurin  donated 
his  well-kept  trailer. 

It's  acts  of  generosity  that  the  MERCI 
Center  says  made  this  possible.  Contrac- 
tors also  donated  time 
and  manpower  setting 
up  the  home. 

"I  could  have  never 
asked  for  a  better  gift 
than  this.  This  is  a  life- 
time gift,"  Cobb  said. 
It's  a  Christmas  pres- 
ent she  received  about 
two  weeks  early. 


*  Shirley  Min  is  a 
reporter  at  Channel  17 
WNCNNews. 
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Keep  the  vision  in  focus/9  "Leaders  reproducing  leaders 

From  a  conversation  with  Bishop  Al  Gwinn 


99 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

While  reviewing  the  growing  ac- 
ceptance of  owning  the  vision  of  effec- 
tive leaders  and  healthy  congregations 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 
Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn,  Jr.  said 
focus  must  remain  on  the 
vision  and  leaders  should 
work  towards  reproducing 
themselves  in  others. 

Since  becoming  Bish- 
op of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  in  September 
2004,  Bishop  Gwinn  has 
introduced  the  concept  of  y 
effective  leaders  and 
healthy  congregations. 

He  has  also  emphasized  being 
accountable  to  each  other,  mentoring 
others,  and  becoming  life-long  learners. 

Recommended  Reading 

In  addition  to  reading  the  scriptures, 
he  has  encouraged  the  Cabinet,  clergy 
and  lay  persons  to  read  Resurrecting 
Excellence  by  L.  Gregory  Jones  and  Kev- 
in Armstrong,  God's  Potters  by  Jackson 
Carroll,  Good  to  Great  by  Jim  Collins, 
The  Five  Dysfunctions  of  a  Team:  A  Lead- 
ership Fablehy  Patrick  M.  Lencioni,  The 
Leadership  Challenge  by  Jim  Kouzes  and 
Barry  Posner,  and  4  Elements  of  Success 
by  Laurie  Beth  Jones. 

Good  to  Great,  The  Five  Dysfunctions 
of  a  Team:  A  Leadership  Fable,  and  The 
Leadership  Challenge  have  provided  ad- 
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ditional  ministry  ideas  to  see,  under- 
stand, and  grow  God's  ministries  in 
different  ways. 

Expanding  understanding 

The  vision  of  healthy  congregations 
and  effective  leadership  was  introduced 
as  part  of  the  Annual 
Conference  State  of  the 
Church  Address  in  2005 
by  Bishop  Gwinn. 

In  the  2006  State  of  the 
HII  Church  Address,  he  ex- 
panded on  his  understand- 
ing of  effective  leaders  and 
healthy  congregations,  in- 
troduced the  Seven  Path- 
ways from  the  Council  of  Bishops  for 
focus  while  making  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  challenged  the  conference 
to  have  200  Biblically  based  churches, 
identified  as  Acts  2  Churches. 

While  using  the  Acts  2  scriptures,  he 
listed  four  qualities  an  Acts  2  Church 
must  possess: 

1 .  Radical  hospitality, 

2.  Passionate  worship, 

3.  Spiritual    formation    from  the 
cradle  to  the  grave,  and 

4.  Risk-taking  ministry  and  mission 
to  the  world. 

"We  have  gone  through  two  wonder- 
ful years  together  of  understanding  and 
owning  our  vision  so  it  is  not  a  person's 
or  a  committee's  vision,  it  is  our  vision," 
he  said  in  an  interview  about  his  leader- 
ship in  the  NC  Conference. 

"I  sense  from  the  language  of  our  peo- 
ple that  they  have  a  clear  understanding 
of  effective  leaders  and  healthy  congre- 
gations. It  is  no  longer  Bishop  Gwinn 
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talking  about  it.  Clergy  and  laity  at  all 
levels  are  talking  about  it,"  he  said. 

"We  truly  are  becoming  united  in  our 
understanding  of  what  God  is  drawing 
us  toward,  how  we  can  live  into  this  vi- 
sion, and  the  need  to  stay  focused." 

The  vision  in  practice 

As  an  example,  he  points  to  the  bud- 
geting process  where  the  Connectional 
Table  and  the  Conference  Commis- 
sion on  Finance  and  Administration 
are  "talking  with  energy  and  passion 
around  aligning  the  financial  support 
with  the  vision  pathways." 

Another  example  cited  was  in  a 
retreat  setting  with  the  Cabinet, 
executive  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  the  director  of 
Congregational  Development,  confer- 
ence lay  leader,  Connectional  Ministries 
director,  and  others  "focused  as  one 
team  on  getting  greater  clarity  on  the 
issue  of  excellence  and  how  you  flesh 
that  out." 

The  books 
Resurrecting 
Excellence  and 
God's  Potter 
helped  with 
the  focus. 

Giving  an 
example  of 
radical  hospitality,  the  Bishop  talked  about 
the  district  Excellence  meeting  at  Nash- 
ville UMC  that  began  in  the  morning 
and  ended  around  9  pm. 

"The  same  men  held  the  doors  open 
for  us  and  guided  us  in  a  very  positive 
way  from  morning  through  evening. 
The  women  of  that  church  offered 
wonderful  hospitality."  he  said. 

"We  need  to  celebrate,  we  are 
celebrating,  the  fact  that  we  are  seeing 
signs  of  a  common  understanding  of  the 
vision  for  us  in  North  Carolina. 
It  is  growing  from  individuals,  to 
congregations,  conference  committees, 
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and  wherever 
you  want  to 
look,  I  think 
there  are  signs 
of  'spring,'  if 
you  please,  a  budding  of  green  as  it  relates 
to  the  vision,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Gwinn  also  point- 
ed out  that  many  conferenc- 
es have  a  tendency  to  do  ministry 
instead  of  equipping  local  congregations 
to  do  that  ministry.  "Our  conference 
committees  are  beginning  to  catch  on 
to  the  need  to  empower  local  churches 
to  do  the  ministry,"  he  said. 

"One  of  the  things  we  need  to  do 
is  to  stay  focused.  It  is  so  easy  for  us 
individually  and  collectively  to  lose 
focus,  but  for  us  to  have  the  effective 
leaders  and  healthy  congregations  God 
demands  of  us,  staying  focused  on  the 
vision  is  a  must,"  Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

Growing  new  leaders 

While  specifically  talking  about  lead- 
ership, he  said  the  "big  picture  is  for 
us  to  understand  the  importance  of 
being  'Pauls'  who  mentored  and  coached, 
'Naomis'  who  nurtured,  'Barnabas'  who 
encouraged,  and  'Joannas'  who  encour- 
aged and  provided  financial  support." 

Over  the  next  several  years  to 
successfully  live  into  these  pathways, 
Bishop  Gwinn  said  "we  must  give 
attention  to  reproducing  ourselves, 
both  laity  and  clergy." 

"We  have  some  very  effective  lead- 
ers in  this  conference  that  need  to  be 
growing  leaders  like  themselves  and  not 
leaving  that  growth  to  happenstance," 
he  said. 

For  example,  he  cited  a  local  church 
leader  who  tithes.  "A  new  person  com- 
ing into  the  church  typically  gives  (na- 
tionally) $367  per  year.  That  is  a  huge 
difference  in  what  the  tither  is  giving.  If 
left  to  happenstance,  it  will  take  the  typi- 
cal person  coming  into  the  church  two 
to  three  years  to  really  get  connected  in 
the  life  of  the  church.  A  lay  person  could 
mentor  that  new  member  and  connect 
him  or  her  much  more  quickly  to  assim- 
ilate a  Sunday  school  class,  a  Bible  study 
class,  and  into  prayer  sessions." 

"We  have  to  understand  the 
importance  of  being  'Pauls,  Naomis, 
Barnabases,  and  Joannas'  in  coming 
alongside  people  and  encouraging  them 
and  helping  them  bloom  as  Joanna  and 
Barnabas  did  and  to  keep  them  growing 
and  going  on  to  perfection  as  Paul  and 
Naomi  did." 

"No  matter  who  we  are,  or  what 
position  we  hold,  we  all  need  'Pauls  and 
Naomis'  in  our  lives,"  Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

*  Bill  Norton,  conference  director  of 
communications,  is  editor  of  the  NCCC 
Advocate. 
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Lay  and  clergy  delegates  to  be  elected  at  2007  Annual  Conference 


At  the  2007  Annual  Conference, 
June  13-16,  members  will  elect  10  lay 
and  10  clergy  delegates  to  the  2008 
General  Conference  (GC)  and  an 
additional  10  Lay  and  10  Clergy  del- 
egates to  the  2008  Southeastern  Juris- 
dictional Conference  (SEJ).  In  addi- 
tion, five  more  lay  will  be  elected  and 
five  clergy  will  be  elected  reserves. 

Lay  members  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence will  vote  for  lay  delegates  to  the  GC 
and  SEJ  Conferences  and  five  lay  reserves. 
Clergy  members  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence will  vote  for  clergy  delegates. 

In  past  years,  after  the  20  delegates  to 
GC  were  elected,  the  next  two  clergy  and 
lay  persons  elected  (numbers  1 1  and  12 
for  clergy  and  lay)  traveled  as  part  of  the 
General  Conference  Delegation  to  serve, 
as  needed,  as  reserve  delegates. 

Due  to  declining  local  church 
membership,  almost  all  conferences 
have  smaller  or  the  same  number  of 
GC  delegates  as  each  had  in  2004.  The 
North  Carolina  Conference  had  22 
General  Conference  delegates  in  2004. 


Lay  persons  interested  in  being  con- 
sidered for  election  may  complete  a  form 
for  laity  available  on  the  conference  web- 
site: www.nccumc.org.  Clergy  interested 
in  being  elected  a  delegate  can  complete 
a  similar  form  on  the  website. 

To  find  the  forms  on  nccumc.org, 
select  the  Quick  Links  drop  down  option 
in  the  upper  right  corner  of  the  opening 
page,  select  2007  Annual  Conference, 
and  then  GC/SEJ  Delegate  Elections. 

Clergy  forms  must  be  in  the  office 
of  the  Conference  Secretary  and  lay  forms 
must  be  in  the  office  of  Robin  Harry,  who 
is  assisting  the  Conference  Board  of  Laity, 
by  April  1 .  Both  offices  are  in  the  United 
Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh. 

All  lay  forms  will  be  printed  in  a 
booklet  for  lay  members  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Clergy  forms  will  be  print- 
ed in  a  booklet  for  clergy  members  of 
the  Annual  Conference  who  are  eligible 
to  vote  for  delegates. 

Lay  and  clergy  members  of  the 
Annual  Conference  can  vote  for 
individuals  not  completing  the  forms, 


Call  to  excellence 


"Excellence  in  ministry  is  not  some 
kind  of  new  bar  arbitrarily  and  subjec- 
tively set  for  all.  Rather  it  is  an  attitude 
of  the  heart,  a  willingness  to  give  our 
best  to  the  One  who  gives  his  best," 
Bishop  Gwinn  said. 

He  issued  a  caution  during  each 
gathering  against  'me-ism'  getting  in 
the  way  of  God's  will.  "Are  we  going  to 
obey  God  or  are  we  going  to  do  it  'our' 
way,"  he  asked  and  then  said,  "too  often 
we  will  do  anything  God  wants  us  to  do 
if  it  is  what  we  want  to  do." 

When  talking  about  effective  leader- 
ship, Bishop  Gwinn  said  it  was  "only  and 
completely  about  obedience  to  God.  It  is 
a  spiritual  issue,  the  way  we  live  in  com- 
munity with  others  and  work  with  oth- 
ers, and  is  a  move  from  self-centeredness 
to  Christ-centeredness." 

"Excellence  in  pastoral 
leadership  comes  when  we 
learn  to  exchange  a  self-cen- 
tered  world  for  one  where 
Christ  and  kingdom  values 
are  the  priority,"  he  said. 

Clergy  were  encouraged  by 
Emily  Innes,  conference  lay 
leader,  to  equip  and  empow- 
er laity  for  ministry.  "Our 
mission  is  to  make  disciples 
for  the  transformation  of  the 
world.  Maybe  this  transfor- 
mation will  begin  with  each 
congregation,  with  all  of  us," 
she  said. 

Related  to  the  conference 
vision  for  healthy  congrega- 
tions and  effective  leaders, 
Bishop  Gwinn  said  the  up- 
date of  the  "Pastoral  Assess- 
ment" utilized  this  year  was 
a  "means  of  inviting  congre- 


from  page  I 

gational  leaders  and  pastors  to  reflect  on 
excellence  in  ministry"  and  that  Bishop 
Gwinn  and  the  Cabinet  were  going 
through  a  similar  process. 

Clergy  attending  the  district  meet- 
ings offered  insights  and  comments 
that  will  further  refine  the  use  of  the  as- 
sessment next  year.  Bishop  Gwinn  and 
Emily  Innes  both  noted  that  a  similar 
assessment  is  being  developed  for  con- 
gregations to  use  in  assessing  their  own 
effectiveness  in  ministry. 

The  district  Excellence  in  Ministry 
meetings  will  resume  in  mid-January 
(see  box  on  right). 

*  Bill  Norton,  conference  director  of 
communications,  is  editor  of  the  NCCC 
Advocate. 


The  Seven  Pathways 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  identified 
seven  pathways  on  which  to  focus  while 
making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
transformation  of  the  world. 


1. 


5. 


Transforming  existing  congregations 
Revelation  1-3 

Developing  new  congregations  Acts  1:8; 
Acts  16:9-10 

Strengthening  clergy  and  lay  leadership 
Philippians3: 13-14;  2nd  Timothy  2:14 

Teaching  Wesleyan  model  of  reaching 
and  forming  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
Matthew  28: 19-20 

Reaching  and  transforming  the  lives 
of  new  generations  of  children 
Matthew  19:14;  Acts  2:39;  Proverbs  22:6 

Eliminating  poverty  in  community  with 
the  poor  Deuteronomy  15:7;  Luke  10 

Expanding  racial  /  ethnic  ministries 
Acts  10:28 


providing  certain  requirements  are  met. 
Lay  delegates  must: 

•  Have  been  a  member  of  a  NC 
Conference  Church  for  two  years, 

•  Have  been  a  member  of  the  UMC 
for  four  years, 


•  And  be  living  in  the  bounds  of 
the  Annual  Conference. 

Ordained  Elders  or  Deacons  in  Full 
Connection  who  are  members  of  the 
Annual  Conference  can  vote  for  clergy 
delegates  and  can  be  elected  a  delegate. 


NC  Wesleyan  College  recognizes 
scholarship  donors  and  recipients 


A  special  ceremony  for  scholarship 
donors,  representatives,  and  scholarship 
recipients  was  held  at  North  Carolina 
Wesleyan  College  in  late  November. 

Representing  the  United  Method- 
ist scholarships  was  the  Rev.  James  G. 
Mentzer,  director  of  planned  giving  for 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation,  Inc. 
who  presented  certificates  to  several 
scholarship  recipients. 


Richard  Tibbs  received  the  Cobb- 
Evans  Ministerial  Scholarship  and 
the  Pittman-Frizzelle  Scholarship. 
Jennifer  Evans  received  the  Charles 
McAdams  Scholarship,  and  Latisha 
Scott  received  the  Susan  B.  Penny 
Ministerial  Scholarship. 

"All  three  recipients  are  outstanding 
students  who  contribute  significantly  to 
campus  life  at  Wesleyan,"  Mentzer  said. 


Schedule  for  District  Excellence 

in  Ministry  meetings  with  Bishop  Gwinn 


Date 


District 

Location 

Rocky  Mount 

Nashville  UMC 

Sanford 

Jonesboro  UMC,  Sanford 

Goldsboro 

St.  Paul  UMC,  Goldsboro 

Wilmington 

Seaside  UMC 

New  Bern 

Centenary  UMC,  New  Bern 

Rockingham 

First  UMC,  Laurinburg 

Greenville 

St.  James  UMC,  Greenville 

Elizabeth  City 

Edenton  UMC 

Durham 

Mt.  Sylvan  UMC 

Fayetteville 

Haymount  UMC,  Fayetteville 

Burlington 

First  UMC,  Graham 

Raleigh 

Benson  Memorial,  Raleigh 

December  5,  Tuesday 
December  14,  Thursday 
January  16,  Tuesday 
January  1 7,  Wednesday 
January  22,  Monday 
January  23,  Tuesday 
January  24,  Wednesday 
January  25,  Thursday 
January  26,  Friday 
January  29,  Monday 
February  1,  Thursday 
February  22,  Thursday 

(Meeting  times  window:  1-5  pm  for  clergy,  6:30-8:30  pm  for  laity) 
Times  vary  by  district.  Check  with  district  office  for  specific  times. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 
and  more 

Cokesbyry 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 
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Methodist  students,  volunteers 
help  children  enjoy  Christmas 


Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries 
(DBOM)  district  DISCIPLE  Bible 
Study  training  begins  each  Saturday  in 
February  2007. 

With  support  from  the  Duke 
Endowment,  this  initiative  will  bring 
DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  and  Rings  of 
Fellowship  training  to  every  district 


over  the  next  three  years.  The  training 
is  free  to  all  clergy  and  lay  people  in 
the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North 
Carolina  Conferences.  This  is  the  first 
such  program  in  the  country. 

The  times  and  locations  of  the  Febru- 
ary trainings  are:  February  3  at  White- 
ville    UMC    (Wilmington  District); 


Methodist  University  students  and 
volunteers  donated  their  time  and  ef- 
fort November  10-20  packing  gift-filled 
shoeboxes  into  shipping  boxes,  and 
loading  the  boxes  on  tractor  trailers. 

Their  efforts  were  part  of  "Operation 
Christmas  Child,"  a  project  of  Samar- 
itan's Purse.  About  34,000  shoeboxes 
were  loaded  on  tractor  trailers  outside 
of  Reeves  Auditorium  and  taken  to  the 
processing  center  in  Charlotte,  N.C. 

"We  collected  about  6,000  more 
shoeboxes  this  year  than  we  did  last 
year,"  said  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mike  Safley,  vice 
president  of  Church  and  Community 
Relations  at  Methodist  University. 

"Students  at  Methodist  University 
are  out  to  change  the  world,"  noted 
David  Santiago,  a  student  at  Method- 


ist University.  "Or  at  least  make  a  small 
donation  of  time  and  effort." 

The  program  provides  an  opportu- 
nity for  people  of  all  ages  to  be  involved 
in  a  simple,  hands-on  missions  project 
that  benefits  children  in  desperate  situ- 
ations. 

Gift-filled  shoeboxes  can  be  delivered 
or  mailed  year-round. 

Last  year,  Operation  Christmas 
Child  packed  and  delivered  over  7.6 
million  shoe-boxed  gifts  for  children  in 
95  countries  worldwide. 

Methodist  University  is  Fayetteville's 
only  independent,  four-year  institution 
of  higher  education.  The  University  en- 
rolls 2,147  students  from  41  states  and 
30  countries.  For  more  information, 
visit  www.methodist.edu. 


Our  Call  to  Hospitality 

A  Biblical  Response  to  the  Challenge  of  Immigration 
February  1-3,  2007 

Lake  Junaluska  Conference  and  Retreat  Center 

Co-sponsored  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  and  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 

As  our  society  grows  increasingly  multicultural 
we  are  faced  with  a  broad  range  of  reactions 
and  feelings  to  both  immigration  and 
immigrants,  some  positive,  many  negative. 
What  does  the  Bible  say  -  and  what  should 
our  church  say  -  about  the  challenge  of 
immigration?  What  can  we  learn  from  scripture 
about  those  who  are  the  strangers,  the 
sojourners,  the  foreigners,  the  outcasts?  How 
might  we  best  respond  as  citizens?  As 
neighbors?  As  people  of  faith? 

One  Continuing  Education  Credit  will  be 
awarded  for  this  event 

Plenary  Speakers: 

*  Bishop  Timothy  W.  Whitaker,  Florida  Annual  Conference 

*  Bishop  Hee-Soo  Jung,  Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 

*  Dr.  Joan  M.  Meruskin,  Church  World  Service  Immigration  and 
Refugee  Program  and  author  of  "The  Bible  as  an  Immigration 
Handbook." 

*  Rev.  Francisco  Canas,  Executive  Director,  National  Plan  for 
Hispanic/Latino/a  Ministries 

*  Rev.  Clark  Jenkins,  Pastor,  St.  Andrew-by-the-Sea  UMC,  Hilton 
Head,  SC 


Register  now  at: 

www.umc-gbcs.org/hospitality 


As  a  part  of  "Operation  Christmas  Child,"  a  project  of  Samaritan's  Purse,  Methodist 
University  students  and  volunteers  helped  load  about  34,000  shoeboxes  on  tractor 
trailers  outside  of  Reeves  Auditorium. 


DISCIPLE  Bible  study  training  events  planned  for  each  district 

February  10  at  Front  Street  UMC     middle  school  youth. 
(Burlington  District);  February  17  at  St.         This  is  an  opportunity  for  congrega- 
Paul  UMC  (Goldsboro  District);  and     tions  to  begin  a  new  DISCIPLE  pro- 
February  24  at  St.   ^^^^1^^^^^  aiiljf^  °r   ^  ^C 

The  DISCIPLE  <^^^^t^^^k  congregations  that 
training  will  take  already  have  a  Dis- 
place from  8:30am-3:30pm.  ICPLE  ministry.  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  is 
The  Rings  of  Fellowship  training  will  urging  each  local  church  or  charge 
be  held  from  4-6pm.  Lunch  will  be  pro-  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  to 
vided  for  $5.  The  Rings  of  Fellowship  take  advantage  of  this  free  training 
program  is  DBOM's  youth  curriculum  opportunity. 

based  on  DISCIPLE.  Register  online  at  the  Disciple  Bible 

Written  by  Mark  Hicks  and  edited  Outreach  Ministries  website:  www. 

by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke,  "Rings"  is  disciplebibleoutreach.org. 

currendy  used  in  youth  development  Anyone  with  questions  about  specif- 

centers  throughout  the  state.  Now  in-  ic  aspects  of  these  training  events  can 

eluding  a  DVD  component,  "Rings"  contact  Dr.  Mark  Hicks  at  (336)  434- 

is  being  introduced  as  a  curriculum  for  8612  or  MCHicks@northstate.net. 


Wake  Forest  UMC  -  Ordination  recognition 


The  Rev.  Gayla  Collins  (left),  pastor  of  Wake  Forest  UMC,  was  presented  a  plaque 
in  recognition  of  the  30th  anniversary  of  her  ordination.  The  Rev.  Lynn  Wall  (right), 
the  first  woman  ordained  a  deacon  in  the  NC  Conference,  preached  at  the  special 
service  held  in  November.  Rev.  Wall,  along  with  her  late  husband  Ivey,  served  the 
church  from  1968-1974.  The  late  Rev.  Helen  Crotwell,  served  as  pastor  of  Wake 
Forest  UMC  from  1983-1986.  Crotwell  and  the  Rev.  Gladys  Williford  were  the  first 
two  women  ordained  elder  in  the  NC  Conference. 
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N.C  United  Methodist 
Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries 


: 


Co' 


nee 


camps  of  t0</ 


For  almost 
60  years,  camping 
has  been  a  ministry  in 
the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
Primary  to  all  the  three  Conference 
camps  is  the  sacredness  of  time  and  space  apart,  for 
worship,  Bible  study,  community  building,  and 
intentional  growth  in  faith,  featuring  adventure  based 
programs  in  small  group  Christian  living.  Well-trained 
and  mature  college  age  summer  staff  are  role  models  of 
persons  seeking  to  grow  as  disciples  of  fesus  Christ. 

Camps  began  in  different  locations  in  1949,  1959, 
and  1965.  Following  is  an  overview  of  the  three  camps  by 
Wray  M.  Stephens,  executive  director,  NC  United  Meth- 
odist Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc. 


Don  Lee,  the  oldest  of  our  three  Conference  Camp 
&  Retreat  Centers  was  begun  in  1949  with  the  gift  of 
50  acres  of  land  from  the  Don  Lee  family  of  Arapahoe. 
It  is  situated  on  the  shore  of  the  Neuse  River  between 
New  Bern  and  Oriental. 

Don  Lee's  location  makes  it  an  ideal  site  for  its  two 
primary  specialties:  sailing  and  environmental  educa- 
tion. Don  Lee  has  fleets  of  both  13'  Sunfish/Aquafins, 
19'  Flying  Scots,  and  16'  Hobie  catamarans  that  al- 
low for  both  the  beginning  sailor  and  for  the  advanced 
sailor,  offering  a  nationally  recognized  program  of  ex- 
cellence in  sailing  and  coastal  adventures.  Dozens  of 
canoes  and  kayaks  fit  right  in  with  the  environmental 
education  programs  by  allowing  guests  to  explore  riv- 
er, shoreline,  creek  and  marsh  habitats. 


All  of  the 
Conference  Camp  & 
Retreat  Centers  operate  year- 
round.  Don  Lee  Center  offers  pro- 
grams for  children  and  youth  through  its  Common 
Ground  school  program  that  focuses  on  cooperation 
and  team  building  skills  and  its  Coastal  Communities 
school  program  that  takes  a  closer  look  at  the  coastal 
and  river  ecosystems.  Together  they  help  nurture  over 
4000  students  each  year. 

Adults,  children,  and  families  from  churches  and 
non-profits  enjoy  weekend  retreats.  Don  Lee  Center 
seeks  to  nurture  all  persons  to  become  spiritually  ma- 
ture who,  motivated  by  God's  love,  will  live  and  prac- 
tice lifestyles  of  care  for  the  common  good. 

Don  Lee  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  John  A. 
Farmer,  an  American  Camping  Association  certified 
camp  director.  "Farmer  John"  has  directed  Don  Lee 
Center  since  1977  and  brings  experience,  vision,  and 
excitement  to  this  program  each  year. 

Camp  Chestnut  Ridge 

Chestnut  Ridge,  founded  in  1959,  rests  on  362 
acres  of  beautiful  rolling  ,  forested  hills  just  west  of 
Chapel  Hill,  about  three  miles  south  of  1-40.  Like 
its  sister  camp  &  retreat  centers,  Chestnut  Ridge 
provides  three  basic  services  to  its  guests:  summer  camp 
(both  residential  and  day  camp),  retreat  facilities,  and 
outdoor  education. 

Chestnut  Ridge  has  a  long  history  of  horse 
programs  and  now  has  both  English-style  and 
western-style  horseback  riding.  Swimming,  hiking, 


expanding 


canoeing,  hayrides, 
campfires,  kayaking,  and 
crafts  are  standard  fare.  Additional 
high  adventure  offsite  trips  add  to  the  variety 
of  experiences  for  older  youth. 

More  recent  additions  to  Chestnut  Ridge 
have  been  both  low  ropes  (challenge  course)  and  high 
ropes  courses.  Trained  facilitators  adapt  programs 
to  individual  group  needs,  whether  children,  youth 
or  adults. 

A  recently  constructed  prayer  labyrinth 
provides  another  opportunity  for  groups  to  find  sacred 
time  and  place  in  this  piece  of  God's  creation. 

Staff  and  summer  counselors  are  chosen  for 
their  commitment  to  a  Christian  lifestyle  and  their 
desire  to  work  with  summer  campers,  retreatants,  and 
students.  During  the  summer  many  come  from  around 
the  state,  country,  and  world,  including  Scotland,  Ger- 
many, Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  America. 

Chestnut  Ridge  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev. 
Rhonda  Parker  who  is  in  her  fifth  year  in  leader- 
ship. She,  her  husband  and  their  three  children  are 
year-round  residents  on  the  property. 

Camp  Rockftsh 

Rockfish,  the  youngest  of  the  Conference  camp  & 
retreat  centers,  opened  in  July  of  1965.  Its  400  acres 
are  nestled  beneath  majestic  long-leaf  pines  in  the 
sandhills  just  13  miles  southwest  of  Fayetteville,  NC. 


See  "Conference  camps  of  today,  "page  10 
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Retreat  experiences  -  for  busy  adults 


By  Shirley  Hayes  * 

Retreat  experiences  can  be  powerful  in  one's  spiri- 
tual life.  Judy  Stephens  knows  that  first  hand.  She  has 
learned  about  retreat  leadership  from  noted  leaders  of  a 
variety  of  denominations.  And  she  encouraged  her  hus- 
band, Wray,  to  be  a  part  of  the  first  certification  class  for 
United  Methodist  camp  and  retreat  leaders  with  her. 

It  was  there  that  she  "hatched  a  vision"  of  help- 
ing more  people  experience  the  power  of  retreats.  She 
shared  that  vision  with  the  board  of  directors  who 
oversaw  camping  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
and  for  whom  Wray  works  as  executive  director. 

The  timing  was  providential.  That  board  was  about 
to  undertake  a  strategic  planning  process.  Out  of  that 
study  came  a  decision  to  focus  more  attention  on  the 
need  of  many  adults  for  guidance 
and  encouragement  in  their  search 
for  quiet  and  for  spiritual  self- 
examination.  Even  the  name  of 
the  ministry  was  changed  from 
Outdoor  and  Camping  to  Camp- 
ing and  Retreat  Ministries. 

Meanwhile,  Judy  Ste- 
phens had  completed  her 
studies  to  qualify  for  ordina- 
tion as  a  deacon  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
She  was  commissioned  in  2003  and  requested  an 
appointment  from  the  bishop  to  this  new  and  emerg- 
ing ministry  serving  as  "a  bridge"  between  the  church 
and  the  world.  She  saw  a  calling  to  be  a  part  of  that 
collaboration  in  retreat  ministry. 

Both  Judy  and  Wray  are  focusing  on  seeing  the 
camps  grow  and  expand  to  meet  more  specific  needs 
and  to  build  a  larger  and  more  diverse  program  of 
retreats  and  to  train  retreat  leaders.  They  see  the  vi- 
tal ministry  in  helping  the  local  church  create  re- 


Wray  &  Judy 
Stephens 


treat    opportunities    for    all    ages  and 
stations  of  life. 

While  Wray  serves  as  executive  director 
the  NC  United  Methodist  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministries,  Inc.,  the  Rev.  Judy  Stephens 
serves  as  retreat  ministries  coordinator. 

In  today's  high  speed  world  of  rushing 
and  running  to  make  the  next  appoint- 
ment or  to  get  home  in  time  to  go  again, 
more  and  more  adults  find  themselves 
longing  for  a  respite,  an  escape,  a  way  to 
put  life  on  "pause"  even  for  a  day  or  two. 
And  so  began  a  new  emphasis  on  meeting 
the  needs  of  harried  adults  in  need  of  some 
quiet  time,  introspection  and  renewal. 

A  variety  of  adult  retreats  have  been  held.  Motel-like 
facilities  are  available  at  The  Bergland  Center  at  Camp 
Rockfish,  south  of  Fayetteville  suitable  for  adult  gather- 
ings for  overnight  stays  as  well  as  one-day  events. 

One  retreat,  repeated  a  second  year,  called  "Walking 
in  the  Spirit"  was  a  one-day  event  designed  for  care- 
givers from  a  five-county  area  to  provide  relief  from 
caring  for  handicapped  or  elderly  individuals  living  in 
their  homes.  A  federal  grant  financed  this  program. 

"It  proved  a  phenomenal  experience,"  Judy  said.  It 
drew  over  40  participants.  Activities  included  heal- 
ing touch  massage  therapy,  crafts,  tai  chi,  along  with 
nutritional  and  spiritual  instruction.  "It  was  meant  to 
honor  people  who  are  giving  their  lives  to  serve  loved 
ones,"  she  said.  Funds  were  available  to  pay  respite 
caregivers  while  the  primary  caregivers  were  provided 
a  break  and  a  new  source  of  personal  support. 

Another  new  endeavor  this  year  has  been  an  on-going 
once-a-month  retreat  called  "Third  Thursdays"  for  older 
adults  from  rural  churches  in  the  Burlington  District. 
The  one-day  event  is  being  held  at  Chestnut  Ridge 
near  Efland.  While  any  seniors  may  attend,  the  retreat 


is  designed  for  those  who  are  members  of  small,  rural 
United  Methodist  churches  within  driving  distance  of 
the  camp.  Seniors  gather  for  spiritual  encouragement, 
fun  and  fellowship. 

The  retreats  have  drawn  25  to  30  participants  to 
each  session.  Financing  for  this  experience  is  being 
provided  through  grants  from  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  the  Duke  Endowment. 

Another  monthly  retreat  group  Rev.  Stephens  has 
helped  to  lead  is  made  up  of  clergywomen  from  diverse 
denominations  in  the  Chapel  Hill  area.  Rev.  Stephens 
was  called  upon  to  lead  two  retreat  sessions  on  "Light 
Through  Brokenness"  and  "Contemplative  Prayer." 

Rev.  Stephens  worked  with  three  other  UM  elders, 
the  Rev.  Mack  MacMillan,  the  Rev.  Bill  Gattis  and  the 
Rev.  Joan  Purcell  to  bring  about  a  spiritual  retreat  at 
The  Bergland  Center  for  those  interested  in  growing 
deeper  spiritually  and  helping  others  to  do  so. 

In  that  experience  they  acknowledged  that  people 
follow  different  spiritual  pathways  —  evangelical,  in- 
carnational,  holiness,  social  justice,  contemplative  and 
charismatic.  Retreat  participants  will  be  meeting  again 

See  "Retreat  experiences  for  adults,  "page  11 


Camp  Don  Lee  -  a  legacy  of  connections 


By  Shirley  Hayes  * 

The  Rev.  John  Farmer  has  not  preached  many  ser- 
mons behind  a  local  church  pulpit  over  the  past  30 
years.  He  has  seldom  worked  in  clerical  robes.  Seldom 
has  he  officiated  at  baptism  or  communion  services  in 
sanctuaries  with  stained  glass  windows. 

Farmer  has  ministerial  responsibilities  but  not  in  the 
local  church  where  we  usually  think  of  preaching  and 
other  ceremonies  being  conducted.  In  his  tennis  shoes 
and  jeans,  he  has  been  deeply  involved  in  an  active  and 
fruitful  ministry,  and  he  has  a  rich  supply  of  stories  to 
illustrate  the  rewards  he  has  experienced. 

Farmer  is  director  of  Camp  Don  Lee,  the  oldest  and 
largest  of  the  three  camps  run  by  the  NC  UM  Camp 
&  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc.  It  is  located  on  the  Neuse 
River  near  Arapahoe,  some  20  miles  from  New  Bern. 
About  13,000  students  and  adults  spend  time  at  the 
camp  each  year. 

A  native  of  Lumberton,  Farmer  graduated  from 


High  Point  University  and  the  Union  Theological 
School  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  before  returning  to  North 
Carolina  to  pursue  a  career  in  the  ministry. 

Camp  Don  Lee,  started  in  1949,  was  still  mostly 
a  summer  camp  when  Farmer  became  its  director  in 
1977.  It  essentially  shut  down  through  the  fall,  win- 
ter and  early  spring  months.  Not  so  anymore.  Now, 
Farmer  says,  the  camp  is  open  and  busy  seven  days 
a  week  from  early  spring  until  Thanksgiving.  It's  still 
open,  but  not  so  busy,  in  the  winter  months. 

Don  Lee's  regular  summer  camp  weeks  fill  up  each 
year,  and  they  fill  up  quickly.  Slots  are  available  for 
700  summer  campers.  Regis- 
tration opens  on  Dec. 
1 .  Farmer  says  some 
parents  stay  up  till 
midnight  on  Nov. 
30  to  be  sure  their 
children's  registration 
for  camp  gets  recorded  as 

soon  as  the  calendar  flips  over.  At  the  regular  sum- 
mer camps  youngsters  may  swim  (in  an  earthen  pool), 
learn  to  sail  and  canoe,  engage  in  arts  and  crafts  and 
participate  in  team  sports. 

A  brochure  describing  the  camp  and  its  aims  states 
that  "Don  Lee  summer  camp  features  adventure-based 
programs  in  small  group  Christian  living.  Don  Lee 
Center  seeks  to  nurture  persons  to  become  spiritually 
mature  who,  motivated  by  God's  love,  will  live  and 
practice  lifestyles  of  care  for  the  common  good." 

Camp  officials  developed  a  partnership  with  the 


Brody  School  of  Medicine  at  East  Carolina  Uni- 
versity to  provide  camping  weeks  for  children  with 
cancer  (Camp  Rainbow),  children  with  sickle  cell 
disease  (Camp  Hope)  and  children  with  asthma  (Camp 
Coast).  A  new  one,  (Camp  Whole  Heart)  has  recently 
been  added  for  children  with  heart  problems. 

These  camps  give  youngsters  with  medical  prob- 
lems a  chance  to  "just  be  kids."  In  the  first  years, 
camps  were  set  up  to  operate  separately  from  the 
general  population  of  healthy  campers.  But 
experiments  in  mixing  healthy  campers  with  those 
suffering  medical  disabilities  revealed  that  the  combina- 
tion proved  not  a  problem  but  a 
bonus  for  all. 

Farmer  explains: 
"We  had  concerns 
at  first  that  healthy 
kids  might  make 
fun  of  those  who  had 
obvious  health  problems.  Some 
children  were  bald.  Others  had  prosthetic  limbs.  We 
were  entirely  wrong.  The  healthy  kids  were  support- 
ive. They  could  be  forthright  in  asking  questions  but 
they  were  accepting.  A  healthy  child  might  ask  a  hand- 
icapped one  if  he  could  play  an  outdoor  game,  maybe 
volleyball.  The  child  with  a  handicap  might  explain 
that  he  could  play  if  they  played  a  certain  way.  So  the 
child  who  posed  the  question  might  say,  'Okay,  we'll 
play  that  way.'  " 

See  "Camp  Don  Lee,  "page  8 
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Camp  Rockfish  -  tuning  in  to  young  people 

with  the  message  of  Jesus  in  their  language  ^J^O^ 


Camp  Rockfish  is  aiming  to  tune  in  to  todays  youth 
with  the  message  of  Jesus  in  a  language  they  appreciate, 
and  the  numbers  show  camp  leaders  are  making  con- 
tact. Two  years  ago  Camp  Rockfish  played  host  to  450 
resident  campers.  In  2006  that  number  jumped  to  999. 
And  how  did  the  camp's  leaders  accomplish  that? 

"We  prayed  hard,"  says  an  exuberant  Gene  Joiner, 
camp  director.  The  staff  also  worked  hard,  adding  a 
variety  of  programs  and  activities  to  the 
camp's  offerings.  "We  really  think  we  are 
one  of  the  fastest  growing  camps  in  the 
nation,"  said  Joiner. 

Young  people  are  challenged  on  a 
high  ropes  course  or  rock  climbing. 
They  also  participate  in  such  tradition- 
al camp  activities  as  swimming,  hiking 
and  horseback  riding. 

"We're  not  a  kumbayah  camp 
anymore,"  he  added,  explaining  that 
"We  are  very  evangelical.  We  do  a  lot 
of  drama;  we  have  our  own  band;  we  '  '- 
have  a  dinner  theater;  we  make  our 
own  DVD's;  we  use  a  multi-media  approach." 

Camp  Rockfish  is  located  south  of  Fayetteville  near 
the  town  of  Hope  Mills. 

Joiner,  who  became  camp  director  two  years  ago, 
said  he  has  attempted  to  make  contact  with  local 


churches  to  ask  them  what  they  need  and  what  the 
camp  could  do  to  help.  "We've  tried  to  cater  to  chil- 
dren who  do  not  fit  into  a  traditional  setting,  those 
children  in  the  margins,"  he  said.  Camp  Rockfish  in- 
troduces them  to  a  whirl  of  activities  through  which 
they  are  constantly  encountering  Jesus. 

One  aim  of  the  camp  leaders  is  to  convince  mid- 
dle school  and  high  school  students  that  they  are  not 

too  old  to  have 
fun  at  camp. 
Last  summer 
one  week  of 
camp  was  set 
aside  for  older 
students;  next 
year  two  weeks 
are  scheduled. 

Two  new 
camp  weeks 
j  with  special 

i  I   focuses  took 

place  this  year 

at  Rockfish.  One  of  them,  Camp  Purple,  brought 
with  it  some  spectacular  performances.  Camp  Purple 
was  for  children  who  have  at  least  one  parent  deployed 
abroad  with  the  U.  S.  military.  It  was  sponsored  by  the 
National  Military  Family  Association.  Participating 


Camp  &  Retreat  Center 

children  did  all  of  the  activities  the  usual  campers  do. 

But  the  extra  things  they  experienced  were  "larger 
than  life,"  said  Joiner.  A  jump  team  parachuted  into 
camp  one  day.  Tanks  rolled  in  another.  A  sky-diving 
team  came  in  and  there  were  special  guest  speakers. 

Joiner,  a  former  Army  Airborne  Ranger  loved  it,  and 
he  loved  watching  the  youngsters'  excitement  over  the 
shows  and  the  speakers.  His  only  regret  was  that  only 
359  scholarships  were  available  for  children  of  military 
parents.  More  than  500  applied  to  attend.  Some  had 
to  be  turned  away. 

Rockfish  plans  to  apply  to  participate  in  Camp  Pur- 
ple again  next  year.  According  to  Joiner,  22  such  camps 
were  held  in  2006  across  the  country.  Their  stated  aim: 
to  give  kids  the  coping  skills  and  support  networks  of 
peers  to  better  handle  life's  ups  and  downs. 

Another  new  special  focus  camp  held  last  year  was 
called  Camp  Crossroads.  It  was  offered  to  youngsters 
in  grades  seven,  eight  and  nine.  Its  aim  was  to  promote 
a  healthy  lifestyle  resulting  in  weight  loss.  "It  was  a 
Christian  weight  loss  camp,"  Joiner  said. 

The  participating  children  were  assured  they  would 
have  a  good  time  at  camp  doing  all  the  things  camp- 
ers usually  do,  from  hiking  to  horseback  riding,  swini- 
sh "Camp  Rockfish,  "page  12 


Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  -  a  ministry  of  community  for  all  ages 


By  Shirley  Hayes  * 

God  may  have  led  her 
along  a  round-about  route, 
but  the  Rev.  Rhonda  Parker 
believes  she  is  where  she  was 
meant  to  be  now  as  director 
of  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge, 
one  of  three  camps  operated 
by  the  NC  United  Method- 
ist Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc. 

On  its  website  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  has  posted  its 
reason  for  being:  "Our  mission  is  to  glorify  God  by  mak- 
ing visible  the  life  changing  love  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
the  practices  of  Christian  hospitality,  responsibility,  care 
for  the  earth  and  meaningful  fellowship  that  strength- 
ens and  grows  the  Christian  Community." 

Rev.  Parker  subscribes  to  that  mission  statement, 
and  in  the  five  years  she  has  served  as  the  camp's  direc- 
tor she  has  found  that  the  years  she  spent  in  a  variety 
of  jobs,  ranging  from  teaching  public  school  to  work 
in  a  financial  office  to  operation  of  a  small  daycare  fa- 
cility, all  valuable  in  preparing  her  for  the  work  of 
running  a  camp. 

"I've  been  a  kind  of  jack-of-all-trades,"  she  ex- 
plained in  an  interview.  But  today  she  thinks  she  has 
found  a  place  where  her  gifts  and  all  that  experience 
come  together. 

Camp  Chestnut  Ridge,  located  near  Hillsborough, 
was  started  in  1959  on  a  rolling,  wooded  340-acre 
tract  of  land.  Its  original  focus  was  summer  camps. 
Over  the  years  many  programs  have  been  added,  pro- 
viding a  variety  of  camp  experiences  for  all  ages.  This 
year  the  camp's  physical  property  has  grown  as  well 
with  the  purchase  of  22  additional  acres. 

Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  serves  some  9,200  individu- 
als each  year,  from  elementary  age  children  and  youth 


festnut 


Camp  and  Retreat  Center 


to  older  adults.  Activities  range  from  horseback  rid- 
ing and  hiking  to  canoeing  and  kayaking,  to  swim- 
ming, arts  and  crafts.  The 
list  goes  on. 

In  the  summer  Chestnut 
Ridge  hosts  resident  camp 
and  day  camp  programs. 
Some  churches  bring  in 
groups  of  children.  Other 
youngsters  may  register  in- 
dividually. 

According  to  Parker,  some  churches  underwrite 
the  camping  experience  as  part  of  their  Christian 
Education    program    and    pay  for 
camp  for  all  children  who  want  to  at- 
tend. Other  churches  may  plan  the 
camping  experience  as  they  do  retreats 
for  older  youth  with  each  paying  his 
or  her  own  way. 

"Summer  camp  was  the  original 
charter  of  the  camp,  and  it  remains 
the  cornerstone,"  Parker  says.  But  a 
variety  of  other  programs  are  thriv- 
ing there  too. 

As  for  her  own  work  experience  at 
camp,  Parker  says,  "We  never  experi- 
ence the  same  day  twice.  I  like  that. 
We  are  truly  living  out  a  ministry  of 
community  with  children,  youth 
and  adults.  We  learn  about  taking 
care  of  the  environment  and  we  try 
to  assess  what  the  world's  needs  are 
now  and  how  we  can  address  them." 

She  believes  she  has  found  her  place.  It  wasn't  so 
clear  when  she  first  recognized  that  God  had  a  plan 
for  her.  "I  was  16  when  I  knew  that  God  had  gifted 
me  and  called  me  to  preach,"  Rhonda  said.  "I  was  a 
Southern  Baptist  at  the  time.  It  was  a  huge  shock  to 


my  congregation  when  I  announced  my  calling.  In 
that  tradition,  women  are  not  allowed  to  preach." 

Parker  continued  to  participate  in  church-related 
activities  as  she  attended  high  school  and  then  Duke 
University.  She  majored  in  sociology.  But  the  feeling 
of  "calling"  never  went  away. 

"I  graduated,  got  married  and  became  a  United 
Methodist  (like  husband  Allen)  at  about  the  same 
time,"  she  remembers.  Then  she  embarked  upon 
the  series  of  jobs  she  would  hold  before  finding 
her  niche. 

It  was  nine  years  after  graduation  that  she  entered  the 
Divinity  School  at  Duke.  Today  she  is  a  commissioned 
elder.  Some  time  after  her  graduation  Rhonda  and  Allen 
spotted  a  posting  for  camp  director 
at  Chestnut  Ridge.  "We  had  talked 
and  prayed  about  doing  something  re- 
ally different,"  she  remembers.  They 
decided  to  apply  to  the  camp  to 
become  co-directors  and  they  were 
chosen  from  among  66  applicants. 

It  was  a  time  when  the  camp 
needed  help,  she  remembers,  needed 
some  reorganization.  Allen's  experi- 
ence in  the  world  of  business  was  an 
asset.  Allen  stayed  as  co-director  for 
two  years,  then  returned  to  the  finan- 
cial world.  She  is  now  camp  director. 

Today  Rhonda  sees  the  camp  thriv- 
ing and  growing  and  regularly  adding 
new  programs. 

Last  summer  Chestnut  Ridge  started 
a  farming  program  entitled  Food  and  Faith.  It  involves 
planting  crops  and  tending  to  farm  animals.  "We  want 
children  to  make  a  connection  between  their  faith  and 
how  they  eat  and  what  they  eat,"  she  said.  "We  want 

See  "Camp  Chestnut  Ridge,  "page  9 


Page  8 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


January  2007 


Camp  Don  Lee    from  page  6 


Farmer  can  also  remember  walking  down  to  the  river 
and  seeing  prosthetic  limbs  lying  on  the  pier  while  their 
owners  swam.  Healthy  children  might  stop  to  look  at 
the  limbs  or  to  ask  a  question,  then  they  would  jump  in 
to  swim  with  their  fellow  campers.  "Children  are  much 
better  at  this  than  we  adults  are,"  Farmer  said. 

One  of  his  favorite  stories  of  a  camper  with  a  handi- 
cap involves  a  boy,  about  1 1 ,  who  arrived  in  a  wheel- 
chair. He  was  missing  both  legs.  Camp  staff  had  not 
been  advised  of  his  disability.  "I  didn't  know  how  we 
were  going  to  handle  this,"  Farmer  remembers. 

But  as  other  children  piled  off  the  bus,  he  called  them 
to  "circle  up,"  not  expecting  the  youth  in  the  chair  to 
join  them.  To  his  amazement,  the  boy  leaped  from 
his  chair  and,  walking  on  his  hands,  joined  the  group. 
Farmer  instructed  the  youngsters  to  race  to  a  given  point 
and  back.  Off  they  went,  the  young  man  "running"  on 
his  hands.  "He  won  the  race,"  Farmer  says. 

One  week  each  summer  (and  weekends  at  other 
times  of  the  year)  is  designated  Family  Camp  week. 
It  is  obviously  one  of  Farmer's  favorites.  It  has  been 
going  on  since  the  1960s,  and  he  can  identify  a  few 
people  who  have  been  attending  close  to  40  years. 

It  is  truly  a  camp  for  whole  families,  at  times  involv- 
ing babies  as  young  as  six  months,  along  with  siblings, 
parents  and  grandparents. 

The  structured  program  is  limited  and  all  of  it  op- 
tional. Adults  and  children  may  attend  a  variety  of 
classes  in  the  mornings.  The  children  liken  it  to  Bible 
School.  Crafts  are  available.  Youngsters  may  swim  or  ca- 
noe or  sail.  On  Sunday  nights  there  is  a  church  service. 

But  mostly  it  is  a  time  of  fellowship 
and  visiting  and,  for  children,  "free 
range  play."  "Out  in  the  world  what 
keeps  people  close  isn't  there  anymore. 
Children  don't  have  free  range  to  just 
play,"  Farmer  says. 

He  says  Family  Camp  reminds 
him  of  small  town  life  of  yes- 
teryear as  adults  sit  in  rocking 
chairs,  visit  and  watch  over  each 
other's  children.  "It's  that  same 
small  town  atmosphere,"  he 
says.    "Everybody's  kids 
are  everybody's  kids 
And  best  of  all,  the 
relationships  that 
develop  among 
those  families 
who  come  for 
several  years 


make  children  and  adults  feel  like  each  other's  extend- 
ed family. 

Farmer  tells  of  one  family — longtime  campers — in 
which  the  father  died  suddenly  at  a  relatively  young 
age,  then  a  grown  daughter  with  four  children  devel- 
oped cancer.  As  spring  approached  the  year  she  was  ill, 
she  expressed  a  desire  to  make  it  to  Family  Camp.  She 
did  and  spent  part  of  a  week  at  camp,  but  she  had  to 
leave  early.  She  died  a  few  days  later. 

The  family  asked,  and  were  granted,  permission 
to  spread  her  ashes  in  the  Neuse  River  from  the  end 
of  the  camp's  pier.  Her  whole  family  attended  — plus 
about  90  people  from  families  they  had  known  from 
across  the  state  through  Family  Camp. 

In  another  of  Farmer's  stories,  he  tells  of  a  14-year- 
old  boy  with  cancer  who  attended  Camp  Rainbow  and 
brought  his  healthy  friend  Nathan.  Josh  loved  camp. 
He  loved  singing  crazy  camp  songs,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  every  activity  he  could.  His  cancer  went  into 
remission  for  two  years,  then  returned.  The  two  boys 
had  remained  friends,  and  Nathan  visited  Josh  in  the 
hospital  frequently. 

One  day  Josh  announced  that  his  goal  was  to  re- 
main strong  enough  to  go  to  camp  in  June.  "That's  my 
goal,"  he  said.  His  doctor  was  somewhat  doubtful  but 
saw  camp  as  a  good  goal. 

Josh  said  to  Nathan,  whom  he  knew  came  from  a 
church  family,  "You  know  God  don't  you.  I  want  you 
to  introduce  me  to  God.  My  dad  says  we  are  optimists, 
not  church  people."  So  the  two  boys  spent  time  talk- 
ing about  God  and  they  prayed  together. 

When  June  came,  Josh  was  still  alive  and  still  bent 
on  going  to  camp.  Arrangements  were  made  for  him 


The  rope  swing  is  a  highlight  of  the  new  diving  tower. 

to  stay  in  the  camp's  health  center.  He  would  go  to  the 
dining  hall  at  mealtimes,  not  to  eat,  but  to  enjoy  the 
company  and  the  conversation. 

Before  the  week  was  out,  Josh  got  tired  and  his 
father  picked  him  up.  En  route  home  he  sang  camp 
songs.  A  few  days  later  he  died.  His  dad  called  Farmer 
to  say  the  family  would  like  to  spread  Josh's  ashes  at 
the  river,  and  they  would  like  for  Farmer  and  Josh's 
counselor  to  be  there  and  to  hold  a  simple  ceremony. 
That  was  done. 

Several  years  later  Josh's  sister  called  Farmer.  "She 
just  wanted  to  talk  about  Josh  and  camp.  We  talked 
for  two  hours,"  Farmer  remembers.  "She  just  wanted 
to  talk  to  someone  who  had  known  her  brother,  want- 
ed to  connect  to  someone  who  had  known  what  the 
camp  meant  to  him." 

No,  the  Rev.  Farmer  hasn't  done  a  lot  of  preach- 
ing from  a  pulpit  in  the  past  30  years,  but  he  believes 
Don  Lee  Camp  with  its  subtle  Christian  influence  has 
touched  many  lives,  young  and  older. 

*  Shirley  Hayes  is  a  writer  from  Fuquay-  Varina. 


Dreams,  budgets,  and  the  future 

Camp  Don  Lee  has  played  host  to  some  13,000  children  and  adults  in  the  past  year,  according 
to  the  Rev.  John  Farmer,  the  camp's  director.  The  regular  summer  camping  program  makes  up  the 
biggest  segment  of  participants.  Asked  the  cost  of  a  week  of  camp  for  a  child,  Farmer's  answer 
is  emphatic.  "Too  much,"  he  says.  The  cost  is  $480,  a  figure  he  sees  as  "in  the  ballpark"  with 
Scout  camps,  4-H  camps  and  such.  Still,  Farmer  sees  it  as  prohibitive  for  many  middle  in- 
come families  with  more  than  one  child  of  camping  age.  Some  "camperships"  are  avail- 
able to  would-be  campers  who  need  a  little  help.  But  not  enough  to  make  the  camp 
affordable  to  all  would  like  to  attend. 

The  camp's  budget  for  the  current  year  is  $1.4  million.  Of  that  amount 
$700,000  in  revenue  comes  from  summer  campers'  fees.  School  programs,  most- 
ly one-day  field  trips  taken  by  school  classes  for  a  program  focused  on  the 
environment  and  man's  relationship  to  it,  produce  another  $500,000,  and 
Farmer  sees  that  program  continuing  to  grow.  The  focus  of  the  school 
field  trips  is  science  and  the  environment. 

While  the  school  program  has  no  specific  religious  emphasis, 
Farmer  believes  it  is  important  for  children  to  learn  about  the  en- 
vironment, the  world  and  how  they  relate  to  it.  Some  additional 
revenue  comes  from  weekend  retreats. 

But  the  camp  director  would  like  to  see  more  "benevo- 
lent money"  come  the  camp's  way.  And  he  would  like  to 
see  charges  to  campers  lessened. 

Right  now  the  camping  ministry  is  developing  plans 
for  a  new  health  center  expected  to  cost  $350,000  to 
$400,000,  Farmer  said.  "One  of  our  dreams  is  to  have 
a  medical  center,"  he  added.  He  pointed  out  that  on 
the  current  campus,  staff  must  deal  with  many  more 
health  problems  and  administer  many  more  medica- 
tions than  was  the  case  some  years  ago. 

"We  used  to  hand  out  Band-Aids  and  aspirin 
and  that  was  about  it,"  he  said.  "Now  we  have  to  have 
specialists  and  many  medical  needs."  When  the  special 
camps  for  children  with  health  problems  are  held,  the 
medical  school  at  ECU  sends  appropriate  personnel.  They, 
too,  look  forward  to  an  improved  facility. 
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them  to  learn  where  their  food  comes  from... other 
than  the  grocery  store... to  see  the  labor  involved  and 
the  time  it  takes.  Then  we  get  to  enjoy  what  we  grew." 
So  far,  on  the  animal  side  of  the  farming  operation, 
the  camp  has  a  pig  named  Charlie,  some  goats  and 
chickens. 

Chestnut  Ridge  places  emphasis  on  care  of  the  en- 
vironment. The  camp  uses  bio-diesel  fuel  in  its  trac- 
tors. Last  year  when  a  new  building  was  constructed, 
"green"  building  practices  were  followed. 

Quite  a  few  programs  at  Chestnut  Ridge  are  planned 
to  serve  the  rural  community  around  the  camp. 

Parker  is  especially  pleased  with  the  after-school 
program  involving  elementary  and  middle  school  stu- 
dents from  the  area.  Some  are  picked  up  after  school 
in  camp  vans;  others  are  transported  by  school  buses. 

While  they  have  some  planned  activities  in  the  after 
school  program,  Parker  is  a  great  believer  in  allowing 
children  opportunity  for  su- 
pervised— but  unstructured 
play.  "They  build  sand  cas- 
des  and  forts  and  use  their 
imaginations  to  make  up 
games.  They  think  creatively 
about  life.  They  enjoy  just 
being  kids." 

Some  time  is  built  in 
later  in  the  day  for  doing 
homework.  About  20  chil- 
dren are  currently  partici- 
pating in  the  after-school 
program. 

While    school  children 
are  not  offered  specifically  feed  the  poor  sponsored 

„.  .  .    .         ■     r,  <      by  Cedar  Grove  UMC). 
Christian  instruction,  Parker 

says,  "We  do  have  grace  before  meals.  We  tell  the  children 
'This  may  not  be  your  tradition,  but  it  is  ours,'  and  we 
invite  them  to  share  in  it.  Most  do.  We  know  they  don't 
have  grace  at  school  because  teachers  aren't  allowed  to  do 
it.  But  I  think  many  people  are  glad  we  do." 

Another  element  of  camp  life  she  would  like  to  see 
enlarged  and  improved  is  team  building.  The  camp 
has  a  challenge  course,  but  Parker  would  like  it  to  grow 
and  to  add  an  Alpine  Tower,  or  something  similar,  to 
further  challenge  young  people  and  encourage  them 
to  work  together  as  a  team. 

And  she  dreams  of  having  a  separate  building  for 


Summer  staff  working 
at  Anatoth  Garden  (local 
community  garden  to 


arts  and  crafts  and  to  serve 
as  a  home  base  for  the  after 
school  program.  "We  have 
a  strong  arts  program  in- 
cluding pottery,"  she  said. 
"But  we  need  more  room. 
It  would  be  nice  to  have  a 
building." 

Another  new  program 
added  last  year,  this  one  for 
older  adults,  is  called  Third 
Thursdays.  The  program  is 
designed  for  seniors  from 
rural  churches  too  small  to 
have  such  special  programs 
on  their  own. 

When  Parker  arrived 
at  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge, 
she  found  one  unusual 
camp  feature  in  place,  one 
she  especially  liked  and  has 
continued. 

For  each  summer  camp- 
ing season,  she  employs 
several  college-age  coun- 
selors from  other  countries.  Some  have 
come  from  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Scot- 
land, Germany,  and  South  Africa. 

She  works  with  two  international  staff- 
ing agencies  to  find  them.  The  agencies 
interview  students  interested  in  coming  to 
the  States  for  the  summer.  They  send  to 
Parker  a  list  of  those  they  feel  would  be  a 
good  match  for  the  camp. 

She  conducts  interviews  by  phone  and 
e-mail  and  makes  her  selections.  An  im- 
portant requirement  is  that  applicants 
speak  fluent  English. 

She  thinks  it  is  valuable  for  the  camp- 
ers to  learn  songs  and  games  from  other 
countries  and  for  them  to  realize  just  how 
large  the  Christian  tradition  is.  She  usually 
has  35  to  40  student  staffers  in  the  summer.  Of  those, 
five  to  seven  are  usually  from  other  countries. 

Parker  loves  the  setting  of  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  with 
its  woods  and  rolling  hills  and  lake,  with  horse  trails  and 
hiking  trails  and  all  kinds  of  outdoor  activity. 


ABOVE:  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  partners  with  CLAWS,  a  non-profit  dedicated  to 
helping  native  wildlife  and  exotic  species  through  education,  rescue  and 
rehabilitation.  Through  this  partnership,  CLAWS  educators  bring  their  experi- 
ence and  animals  to  Chestnut  Ridge  to  lead 
programs  such  as  adaptations,  habitats,  wild- 
life tracking  and  mammals. 

LEFT:  A  Waterdog  camper  demonstrates  new 
knot-tying  skills  he  acquired  during  summer 
camp. 

BELOW:  A  camper  lights  candles  during  the 
evening  worship. 


She  remembers  that  Paul  says,  "All  creation  speaks 
to  the  Glory  of  God."  Parker  sees  that  at  her  camp. 
She  believes  the  Chestnut  Ridge  campers  do  too. 

*  Shirley  Hayes  is  a  writer  in  Fuquay-  Varina. 


From  Australia  to  USA  to  Chestnut  Ridge 


Deborah  Wallace,  whose  home  is  in  Australia,  spent 
two  summers  as  a  counselor  at  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge 
near  Hillsborough.  She  shared  her  fond  memories  of  the 
experience  in  the  following  letter. 

My  first  year  at  camp  was  2005,  and  I  returned 
this  past  summer  to  work  again.  It  seems  that 
Chestnut  Ridge  has  that  effect  on  people,  no 
matter  where  you're  from,  even  half  way  around 
the  world,  it  draws  you  back.... 

I  remember  my  first  time  driving  into  camp 
-  very  jet-lagged  from  about  2  days  of  travel, 
Daryl  stopped  the  van  and  jumped  out  to  show 
me  what  we'd  almost  run  over. 

It  was  a  black  rat  snake...  I  thought  to  myself  then 
(and  several  times  over  both  summers)," What  have 
I  gotten  myself  into?"  Being  pretty  much  a  city 


slicker,  being  transplanted  into  the  camp  world,  of 
all  these  trees  and  living  with  camp  people  who 
are  so  in  tune  with  nature  and  responsible  living, 
well,  it  was  all  very  eye-opening  and  I  can  surely 
say,  life-changing. 

I  think  when  the  campers  arrived,  camp  life 
really  hit  home  for  me.  It  was  such  a  change  to  be 
responsible  for  the  campers,  in  all  ways,  safety- 
wise,  but  also  in  spiritual  instruction. 

Having  to  explain  things  and  answer  questions 
that  sometimes  I  couldn't  answer  was  challeng- 
ing. I  think  that  wraps  up  the  whole  experience  - 
challenging. 

From  nights  that  sleep  was  low  on  the  priority 
list,  and  days  that  were  always  jam-packed,  it  was 
a  challenge.  But  while  I  say  that,  both  summers 
were  some  of  the  best  times  I've  ever  had. 

The  friendships,  both  with  staff  and  campers, 
I  really  treasure,  and  it's  the  people  and  the  place 


that  made  me  want  to  come  back  again. 

I  think  that  while  the  camp  continues  in  its 
ministry  and  holds  fast  to  its  mission  statement, 
God  will  bless  the  work  done  there. 

I  know  that  He  has  certainly  blessed  me  with  a 
whole  bunch  of  people,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
world,  that  I  would  consider  my  second  family; 
and  in  a  place  that,  while  I  stand  at  my  cash  regis- 
ter these  days,  I  can  truly  say  is  a  second  home 

(And  wish  I  was  there.  I  can't  think  of  any 
other  job  where  you  can  learn  how  to  drive  a 
tractor,  climb  up  into  the  trees,  swim  every  day, 
learn  to  canoe,  shoot  an  arrow,  see  the  woods 
right  out  your  door  every  morning,  and  have  some 
of  the  kindest,  most  talented  people  right  there 
with  you). 

Camp  ministries  are  so  valuable,  and  I'm  so  grate- 
ful for  a  chance  to  be  a  part  of  Chestnut  Ridge. 
-  Deborah 
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Nine  Vital  Reasons  for  UM  Camp  and  Retreat  Centers 


By  Kevin  Witt  * 

This  year  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  of  all 
ages  will  eagerly  journey  to  places  reserved  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  as  sacred  common  ground. 
In  the  midst  of  natural  settings,  these  environments  of 
Christian  hospitality  and  learning  open  people's  souls 
and  minds. 

The  true  stories  of  lives  changed  for  the  better  have 
been  consistent  and  numerous. 

Born  from  that  vision  and  the  grace  of  God  are  more 
than  250  United  Methodist  Camp  &  Retreat  Centers 
spread  far  and  wide.  What  is  it  about  the  mission  of  Unit- 
ed Methodist  camp  and  retreat  ministry  and  the  settings 
themselves  that  remain  so  relevant  and  fulfilling? 

/.  Expressing  Our  Mission  and  Heritage 

United  Methodist  camp  and  retreat  ministries  cre- 
ate environments  of  intentional  Christian  hospitality 
and  learning  within  natural  settings  designed  specifi- 
cally to  help  persons  and  groups: 

•  Affirm  and  expand  their  faith  in  God. 

•  Learn  and  practice  Christian  discipleship. 

•  Grow  in  wisdom  and  in  healthy  self-esteem. 

•  Establish  relationships  and  lifestyles  of  loving  in- 
terdependence with  one  another  and  all  creation. 

•  Develop  as  skilled  spiritual  leaders  who  move 
out  to  inspire  faith  communities  and  society  at 
large  to  "seek  God  and  to  do  justice." 

•  Find  renewal,  encouragement,  and  support  as  lead- 
ers and  participants  from  a  host  of  religiously  af- 
filiated and  non-profit  organizations,  so  that  they 
might  more  effectively  fulfill  their  purposes  of  bet- 
tering the  world  and  transforming  coundess  lives. 

2.  A  "Place  Away"  for  Transformation 

The  journey  to  a  place  apart  provides  a  type  of  pil- 
grimage and  allows  guests  and  participants  to  enter  a 
new  rhythm  where  the 
distractions  of  normal 
routine  and  daily  respon- 
sibilities are  left  behind. 

When  these  are  re- 
moved, there  is  room  for 
all  kinds  of  fresh  possibil- 
ities that  would  not  nor- 
mally be  perceived  or  entered  into  fully. 

People  are  much  more  free  to  explore  new  dimen- 
sions of  themselves  as  whole  persons  physically,  rela- 


A  time  of  quiet  study. 


tionally,  mentally,  and  spiritually. 

Being  away  —  the  change  of  place  and  pace  —  is 
extremely  powerful  when  it  comes  to  enhancing  com- 
munal or  personal  growth. 

3.  Intentional,  Extended  Focus  on  God 

This  represents  the  core  factor  that  distinguishes  a 
Christian  camp  and  retreat  center  from  a  resort  or  motel. 

What  religiously  affiliated  camp  and  retreat 
centers  have  to  offer  as  a  gift  to  the  world  is  the 


sions  about  how  they  will  be  different  or  what  new 
practices,  priorities,  or  ways  of  relating  they  plan  to 
nurture  and  incorporate  upon  their  return.  This  helps 
create  dynamic  bridges  between  "mountaintop"  expe- 
riences and  an  ongoing  walk  with  God. 

6.  Developing  Spiritual  Leaders 

Most  denominations  have  faced  growing  difficulty 
in  finding  an  adequate  supply  of  gifted  and  highly 
effective  spiritual  leaders  to  serve  as  clergy  and  layper- 


opportunity  to  focus  on  and  to  deepen 
one's  relationship  with  God  along 


with  expanding  one's  dedica- 
tion and  capacity  to  live  a 
life  of  love. 

For   us   as  Christian 
camps  and  retreat  cen- 
ters, it  means  modeling 
and  teaching  the  way  of 
Christ. 

4.  Core  for  the 
Natural  World 

We  recognize  the 
sacredness  of  the  whole 
creation    as    loved  by 
God,  as  well  as  the  natural 
world's  participation 
drawing  persons  closer  to  God. 
It  is  crucial  for  the  church  to  step  up 
boldly  to  teach  society  the  sacredness  of 
other  creatures  and  the  natural  world. 

It  is  also  poignantly  relevant  to  reclaim  and  empha- 
size teachings  on  the  role  of  nature  in  enhancing  our 
connection  with  God.  Nature  is  an  expression  of  God 
—  a  voice  of  God  —  an  avenue  to  a  deeper  connec- 
tion with  God. 

5.  Decisions  of  Faith 

Camp  and  retreat  experiences  have  been  catalysts  for 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  life-changing  decisions  of 
Christian  faith.  The  knowledge  that  the  experience  will 
end  raises  the  poignant  question:  "How  it  will  shape 
you  and  have  an  impact  on  your  life  back  home?" 

The  most  effective  camp  and  retreat  processes 
always  include  specific  opportunities  for  people  to 
reflect  on  their  relationship  with  God  and  what  they 
learned  and  discovered  during  the  camp  or  retreat. 

Participants  are  intentionally  asked  to  make  deci- 


Conference  camps  of  today  from  Page  s 


Located  on  the  banks  of  Rockfish  Creek  where  it  joins 
Lake  Upchurch,  Rockfish  has  over  a  mile-and-half  of 
lakefront  property. 

Like  all  Conference  camps,  Rockfish  provides  all  of 
the  usual  summer  camp  activities.  Campers  learn  the 
skills  needed  for  kayaking,  canoeing,  rock  climbing, 
horseback  riding  and  caving.  Campers  tackle  obstacles 
on  a  low-ropes  course  or  the  climbing  tower  and  new 
high  ropes  course  or  cool  off  in  the  newly  renovated 
Junior  Olympic  size  swimming  pool.  They  can  also 
enjoy  dock-jumping,  an  aqua  tower  with  blob,  a  gi- 
ant swing  into  Lake  Upchurch  or  explore  camp  while 
playing  the  new  1 8-hole  /  72  par  disc  golf  course.  The 
camp  also  includes  a  soccer  field,  archery  range  and 
the  recently  added  outdoor  basketball  court. 

The  well  trained  and  dedicated  college-aged  staff 
mentor  campers  as  they  learn  more  about  adventure 


skills  and  about  themselves,  others,  creation  and  God. 
Campers  delve  into  praise,  worship  and  Bible  studies  to 
gain  a  better  understanding  of  God's  love  and  grace. 

The  most  significant  addition  to  the  ministry 
of  Rockfish  recendy  has  been  the  Bergland  Adult 
Retreat  Center,  a  gift  of  members  of  Haymount  UMC 
in  honor  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  Bergland  upon  his 
retirement.  The  facility  has  24  individual  rooms  with 
private  bath,  queen  and  single  bed  with  a  trundle  in 
each.  The  Center  has  a  large  meeting  space.  The  facility 
has  broadened  the  ministry  of  Rockfish  to  adult  retreat 
groups  who  desire  a  conference  center  environment. 

Rockfish  is  experiencing  its  own  growth  and  renewal 
under  the  leadership  of  Center  Director  Gene  Joiner. 
Gene,  his  wife  and  three  children  are  year-round  resi- 
dents of  the  property.  Gene  is  serving  his  fourth  year 
in  leadership  at  Rockfish. 


sons  in  key  leadership  roles. 

Something   else   is  happening 
that  we  can  change.  The  church 
does  not  seem  nearly  so  in- 
tentional about  identifying 
and    nurturing  persons 
for  spiritual  leadership, 
especially  youth  and 
>■»    young  adults  as  once 
mm     was  the  case. 
jjM      This  may  explain 
ft.    in  part  why  the  age 
W     of    persons  entering 
the  ordained  ministry 
<jj       or    full-time  Christian 
service  has  risen  substan- 
tially. 


7.  The  Power 
of  Experiential  Learning 

Camp/retreat  ministry  has  a  long  tradition  of  active 
learning,  which  means  that  people  actively  participate 
in  an  experience  together  and  then  reflect  on  what  it 
teaches  them  about  Christian  faith  and  life  in  general. 
The  action  and  reflection  process  works  extremely  well 
in  outdoor  settings. 

Experiential  learning  keeps  interest  high,  since 
participants  engage  their  entire  beings,  not  just  their 
minds,  in  the  learning. 

Experiential  learning  —  practicing  the  ebb  and  flow 
of  prayerful  action  and  contemplation  —  often  pro- 
duces a  lasting  ability  to  apply  Christian  faith  to  real 
life  situations. 

8.  From  Isolation  to  Community 

Fundamental  changes  in  our  society  and  inter- 
national relationships  make  community  building 
imperative.  Families  frequently  leave  their  communities 
of  origin  and  end  up  far  from  relatives  and  friends. 

All  over  the  world  the  reality  is  setting  in  that  we 
are  mutually  interdependent  members  of  the  global 
community. 

Religious  groups  have  an  immense  responsibility  to 
lead  the  way  in  bringing  people  together  in  love,  coop- 
eration, and  support. 

9.  Support  for  Other  Groups 

This  is  an  incredibly  powerful  yet  often  unrec- 
ognized way  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
touching  innumerable  lives  for  the  better. 

Nonprofit  groups  of  all  kinds  now  seek  out  our 
camp/retreat  centers.  Much  investment  has  gone  into 
quality,  year-round  retreat  centers,  and  this  is  ulti- 
mately an  investment  in  changed  lives. 

All  of  these  nonprofit  groups  that  we  host  share  one 
thing:  They  exist  to  make  life  better  in  the  world  and 
to  address  real  needs.  When  we  become  true  partners, 
we  help  them  make  that  happen. 

*  Kevin  Witt  is  General  Board  of  Discipleship  director 
of  camping  and  retreat  ministries  in  Nashville,  77V. 
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Vital  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministry  Statistics 


Chestnut  Ridge 

Rockfish 

Don  Lee 

Totals 

Summer  Campers 

1  rxtlilucll lldl  u  LraY  1 

1,450 

1,158 

1,583 

4,191 

Church  &  Non-Profit 
Persons  on  Retreats 

6,255 

4,850 

4,230 

15,335 

School  Students  in  Environment 
Education  Programs 

1,065 

8,975 

10,031 

Total  Guests 

8,771 

6,008 

14,788 

29,567 

Meals  served  to  Guests 

27,447 

22,846 

59,165 

109,458 

The  origins  of  camping  ministry 
in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 

Camp  Don  Lee). 

The  first  capital  campaign  for  construction  of  Camp 
Don  Lee  was  approved  by  the  1 947  Annual  Conference 
and  in  1948,  the  first  official  Don  Lee  camping  season 
was  approved  for  1949  along  with  the  establishment 
of  "Camp  Don  Lee,  Incorporated,"  transfer  of  the  title 
to  the  new  entity,  and  authorization  for  the  new  entity 
to  borrow  up  to  $50,000  for  continued  construction. 
Continuing  support  was  encouraged,  and  Camp  Don 
Lee  was  officially  dedicated  on  May  18,  1957. 

The  Standing  Committee  on  Camps  reported  to 
the  1957  Annual  Conference  that  plans  for  the  1957 
summer  camp  season  were  to  include  "seven  1-week 
and  two  1 0-day  intermediate  camps,  an  Older  Youth 
Assembly,  a  Young  Adult  Assembly,  a  Family  Camp, 
and  9  District  Junior  Camps."  All  but  Junior  Camps 
would  be  held  at  Camp  Don  Lee,  with  the  nine  Junior 
Camps  to  be  held  at  Camp  Caroline,  Camp  New  Life, 
and  Camp  Monroe. 

The  1957  report  further  said  "it  is  contemplat- 
ed that  our  Conference  will  need  at  least  four  and 
possible  five  camps  to  take  care  of  the  camping  pro- 
gram that  is  needed." 

The  report  continued  by  reporting  on  acquisition 
by  laymen  of  the  Fayetteville  District  of  a  400-acre 
tract  of  land  located  13  miles  south  of  Fayetteville  (to 
become  Camp  Rockfish),  efforts  by  DS's  and  laymen 
of  the  Burlington  and  Durham  Districts  to  obtain  a 
large  tract  of  land  located  near  Hillsborough  (to  be- 

See  "Origins,  "page  13 


By  Wray  Stephens 


The  earliest  reference  to  a  permanent  site  for  summer 
camping  in  the  Journal  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
came  in  the  1944  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

"We  call  attention  to  the  new  member  of  the  board 
staff,  the  Rev.  Lafon  Vereen,  who  will  direct  youth  work 
with  special  attention  to  intermediate  activities  in  sum- 
mer camps."  Rev.  Vereen  was  officially  appointed  asso- 
ciate director  of  youth  work  and  camp  director. 

In  the  1945  journal,  the  Board  of  Education  reported 
that  the  "youth  of  the  Conference  have  become  greatly 
interested  in  camping.  They  are  bringing  pressure  upon 
the  Board  of  Education  for  a  Christian  camping  area  in 
East  Carolina  to  be  operated  by  the  Board." 

The  Board  also  received  permis- 
sion to  appeal  to  the  churches  for 
"special  offering  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  and  developing  a  camp 
site  to  be  developed  and  operated 
by  the  Board  of  Education." 

The  1945  Annual  Conference 
also  agreed  to  "authorize  the  Con- 
ference Board  of  Trustees  to  re- 
ceive, at  their  discretion,  any  avail- 
able, suitable  camp  site  that  may 
be  offered  for  such  a  purpose,"  an 
apparent  reference  to  what  was  to 
be  reported  the  1946  Journal,  the 
gift  of  50  acres  in  Pamlico  Coun- 
ty from  the  Don  Lee  family  in  Arapahoe  (to  become 


Retreat  experiences  for  adults   from  page  6 


to  discern  God's  continual  leading  for  them. 

New  retreat  programs  are  developed  as  needs  are 
identified.  Rev.  Stephens  leads  retreats,  trains  retreat 
leaders  and  writes  retreat  modules.  She  and  Rev.  Pur- 
cell  were  instrumental  in  the  creation  at  Chestnut 
Ridge  of  a  labyrinth,  a  circular  pattern  on  the  ground 
or  floor  that  is  followed  as  a  guide  to  meditation.  Rev. 
Stephens  describes  it  as  "a  sacred  place  to  receive,  re- 
flect and  meditate." 

Rev.  Stephens  continues  to  work  on  retreat  leader- 
ship training  for  clergy  and  laity.  "We've  seen  what 
a  blessing  retreats  can  be,"  she  said.  "I  would  like  to 
develop  retreats  now  for  each  of  the  pathways,  as  well 
as  work  with  local  churches  to  help  them  hold  retreats 


for  men,  women,  couples,  families,  and  church  staffs." 
She  has  a  core  group  of  leaders  that  work  with  her  and 
often  makes  referrals  of  other  retreat  leaders. 

While  Rev.  Stephens  is  deeply  involved  in  work  in 
retreat  ministries,  she  has  a  secondary  appointment  at 
St.  Francis  UMC  in  Cary  where  she  assists  in  worship 
services,  serves  in  adult  education  and  in  baptismal 
preparation.  She  also  visits  new  members  after  they 
join  the  church  to  help  them  determine  where  they 
best  fit  into  the  congregation.  Her  primary  calling, 
however,  she  says,  is  to  help  people  experience  the  sa- 
cred in  time  apart. .  ..to  retreat. 

*  Shirley  Hayes  is  a  writer  from  Fuquay-Varina. 


UM  couple  offers 
challenge  gifts  for 
camp  scholarships 

When  an  anonymous  United  Methodist  couple 
learned  recently  that  the  Myra  Morris  Campership 
Fund  was  nearly  depleted,  they  decided  to  make  a  dif- 
ference by  using  their  gift  to  challenge  other  United 
Methodists  to  give. 

Initially,  a  $  1 0,000  challenge  gift  was  decided  upon. 
Later  they  decide  to  challenge  both  the  United  Meth- 
odist Men  and  the  United  Methodist  Women  by  of- 
fering two  $10,000  gifts. 

Since  1972,  the  Myra  Morris  Campership  Fund 
has  provided  financial  assistance  to  families  to  enable 
their  children  to  attend  one  of  the  Conference  sum- 
mer camps.  In  recent  years,  the  fund  has  enabled  an 
average  of  100  children  per  year  to  attend  camp. 

The  fund  was  established  in  honor  of  Myra  Morris 
who  was  camp  registrar  for  many  years.  Her  husband, 
C.  P.  Morris,  served  on  the  Conference  staff  for  several 
years  and  played  a  major  role  in  the  development  of  the 
Conference  camping  ministry. 

Together  Myra  and  C.  P.  Morris  left  a  significant 
legacy  in  the  Conference. 

The  role  of  the  campership  fund  has  expanded  in 
recent  years  to  connect  the  campership  program  to 
the  local  church 
and  to  increase 
the  benefit  to 
families  with 
financial  need.  In 
order  to  help  local 
churches  develop 
campership  out- 
reach programs 

in  their  commu- 

A  camper  explores  aquatic  life. 

nines,  sponsor- 
ship by  a  local  UM  church  is  required  for  camperships 
to  be  given. 

The  Myra  Morris  Campership  Fund  now  matches 
the  funding  from  the  church  sponsors  up  to  $150  per 
sponsored  camper. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministries  is  excited  about  the  possibilities  the  addi- 
tional funding  will  permit. 

Wray  Stephens,  executive  director,  said  "We  are  excited 
about  being  able  to  involve  more  churches  in  a  camper- 
ship outreach  ministry  to  the  un-churched  and  to  fami- 
lies who  cannot  afford  to  send  their  children  to  a  week 
of  Christian  camp.  These  are  the  children  who  need  our 
camps  most.  These  are  also  the  children  who  most  need 
our  churches  before  and  after  their  week  at  camp." 

When  asked  about  the  motivation  of  the  couple 
to  offer  the  challenge  gifts,  Stephens  replied  "Besides 
their  own  experiences  in  a  Christian  camp  and  that  of 
their  children,  I  believe  they  recognized  that  their  gift 
would  have  four  times  the  benefit  of  its  original  value, 
doubled  by  the  UMM  and  UMW  and  then  doubled 
again  as  it  is  matched  by  the  gifts  of  sponsors.  That  is 
quite  a  return  on  investment.  Maybe  it  has  something 
to  do  with  Jesus'  parable  about  the  talents." 

Stephens  says  that  ultimately  the  Myra  Morris 
Campership  Fund  needs  to  be  at  least  partially  en- 
dowed so  that  it  is  not  fully  dependent  on  annual  giv- 
ing. But  for  now  he  says,  due  to  the  generosity  of  one 
United  Methodist  couple,  many  more  camperships 
can  be  funded  this  coming  summer. 

Contributions  are  welcome  and  may  be  sent  to  the 
Myra  Morris  Campership  Fund  by  making  a  check 
payable  to  the  fund  and  mailed  to  P.O.  Box  726, 
Fuquay-Varina,  NC  27526. 
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CdlYIp  Rockfish     continued  from  page  7 


Counselor  Zach  (red  bandanna)  leads  the  procession  for  the  final  "Color  Wars"  challenge. 


ming  and  more. 

Camp  leaders  hoped  to  direct  them  into  life  style 
changes  that  would  lead,  not  only  to  weight  loss,  but 
to  better  health  in  general. 

The  Crossroads  campers  stayed  three  weeks.  Joiner 
said  the  weight  loss  ranged  from  12  to  16  pounds. 
One  catch  was  the  program  was  expensive.  "Fruits  and 
nuts  and  milk  are  a  lot  more  expensive  than  potato 
chips,"  Joiner  said. 

But  he  believes  the  benefits  are  worth  the  price. 
"Child  obesity  is  so  bad,"  he  said,  "And  Type  2  diabe- 
tes is  increasing.  I  think  we  have  a  moral  responsibility 
to  do  something  about  it  if  we  can." 

The  Cape  Fear  Valley  Hospital  participated  in 
Camp  Crossroads  providing  professional  help  such  as 
dietitians  and  aerobics  instructors. 

Joiner  said  he  explained  to  the  children  that  the 
name  Camp  Crossroads  was  chosen  because  people 
do  come  to  crossroads  in  their  lives  when  they  have 
to  make  choices. 

And  their  decision  to  make  a  change  in  their  life- 


styles could  be  a  very 
important  one,  af- 
fecting the  rest  of 
their  lives.  He  said 
the  word  "cross"  in 
the  name  could  also 
be  related  to  Jesus. 

Six  students  took 
part  in  the  first  Cross- 
roads Camp.  Joiner 
hopes  to  have  12  to 
1 5  next  year.  He  said 
only  one  of  this  year's 
six  expressed  some 
misgivings  about  at- 
tending the  new 
camp;  he  was  the 
I  same  youngster  who 
was  most  reluctant 
to  leave  at  the  end  of 
the  three  weeks. 

As    Joiner  looks 
ahead  to  next  sum- 
mer he  is  excited  about  having  Lake  Upchurch  open 
again  so  water  activities  can  be  resumed  by  campers. 

The  300-acre  lake  on  which  Camp  Rockfish  owns  a 
mile  and  a  half  shoreline,  was 
emptied  when  the  dam  was 
broken  by  a  hurricane  four 
years  ago.  "We'll  have  a  lot  of 
new  water  toys  next  summer," 
he  predicted. 

While  the  summer  months 
are  busiest  at  Rockfish,  the 
camp  will  continue  through- 
out the  year  to  host  retreats 
for  adult  groups. 

It  is  the  only  one  of  the 
three  camps  operated  by  the 
N.  C.  United  Methodist 
Camp  and  Retreat  Ministries, 
to  have  motel-style  facilities 
suitable  for  year-round  use  by 
adults. 


Joiner,  a  Missouri  native,  served  in  the  Army  as  an 
Airborne  Ranger,  then  attended  Appalachian  State 
University  where  he  earned  a  degree  in  history. 

After  graduation,  he  began  work  toward  a  master's 
degree  and  coached  at  Lees  McCrae  College  in  Banner 
Elk  where  he  also  conducted  sports  camps  for  athletes. 

"That's  where  the  camping  bug  bit,"  he  says.  "Then 

an  awesome  God  opened  a  door  two  years  ago  " 

And  Joiner  has  been  at  Rockfish  since. 

He    is    now  »^0n£ttmn.' 
working  toward   |^g^^^^jj^jfl9H^^^E[  m 

a  master's  degree 
in  Christian  Ed- 
ucation through 
Drew  University 
in  New  Jersey. 
Joiner  and  his 
wife  and  three 
children,  ages 
5,  3  and  2,  live 
on  the  camp 
grounds.  Joiner 
sees  Rockfish  as 
a  great  place  for 
his  youngsters  to 

grow  up.  Takjng  off  Qn  the  zjp  |jne 
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Camp  experiences  are  based  on  themes  such  as  Adventure  Explorers,  Saddle  Up 
for  Christ;  Treehouse  Camp;  Tech  Camp;  Music,  Art,  Dance,  Drama  (MADD);  and 
Servants  With  A  Testimony  (SWAT). 
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"For  Such  a  Time  as  This"  to 
train  children's  ministry  leaders 


letters  to  the 

EDITORS 


One  of  the  seven  pathways  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  from  the  Con- 
ference Connectional  Table  is  "reaching 
and  transforming  the  lives  of  new  gen- 
erations of  children."  In  response,  the 
Conference  Children's  Ministry  Team  is 
offering  an  event  for  local  church  leaders 
in  areas  of  children's  ministry  on  April 
27-28  at  Centenary  UMC,  New  Bern. 

The  event  tide  is  "For  Such  a  Time 
as  This"  (Esther  4:14).  The  cost  for  the 
event  is  $40  per  person  and  registration 
is  due  by  April  5.  Detailed  brochures 
will  be  available  in  January. 

Friday  evening,  April  27,  will 
feature  a  model  worship  service  for  the 
inclusion  of  children.  The  Saturday 
morning  plenary  will  center  on  the 
spiritual  formation  in  children.  Includ- 


Riverside  UMC  -  Student 
holds  special  fundraiser 

Jackson  Wysor,  a  fifth-grader  from  Riv- 
erside UMC  (Elizabeth  City,)  recently 
held  his  own  fundraiser.  He  made  fudge 
and  sold  it  with  the  proceeds  going  to 
the  conference  Native  American  Min- 
istries fund.  Jackson  was  inspired  to 
do  this  while  studying  a  unit  on  Native 
Americans  in  school.  Here  he  presents 
$27.50  to  the  church  treasurer,  Col.  Tom 
Quance.  His  generosity  inspired  another 
church  member  to  match  the  gift. 


Origins    from  page  1 1 

come  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge)  and  ef- 
forts by  Raleigh  area  churches  to  secure 
a  tract  of  land  near  Henderson  on  Kerr 
Lake  (to  become  Camp  Kerr  Lake). 

The  1957  Report  of  the  Standing 
Committee  on  Camps  stated:  "It  is  be- 
lieved by  the  members  of  the  Camp 
Committee  that  camping  offers  the 
Church  the  greatest  opportunity  for 
leading  children,  young  people,  and 
adults  in  Christian  growth  it  has  had 
since  Church  School  was  added  in  the 
Church  program.  The  Church  and  its 
leaders  have  the  ideal  background  for 
getting  the  most  out  of  camping  situ- 
ations, and  camp  is  the  ideal  place  for 
the  Church  to  teach  what  it  considers 
most  important." 

*  Wray  Stephens  is  executive  director  of 
NC  United  Methodist  Camp  &  Retreat 
Ministries,  Inc. 


ed  in  a  some  of  the  subjects  of  Saturday 
afternoon  workshops  are:  preschoolers 
and  behavior,  before/after  school  minis- 
tries, Sunday  School,  worship  with  chil- 
dren, human  sexuality  education  with 
children,  multicultural  ministry,  and 
how  to  lead  a  child  to  Christ. 

A  resource  center  during  the  event 
will  have  information  on  resources  for 
children's  ministry. 

Effective  community 
ministry  workshop  set 

A  workshop  with  Paul  Nixon, 
author  of  Fling  Open  the  Doors:  Giving 
the  Church  Away  to  the  Community,  will 
be  open  to  all  laity  and  clergy  of  the 
NC  Conference  on  Monday,  February 
26,  2007,  from  7-9  p.m  at  Apex  UMC, 
100  S.  Hughes  Street,  Apex. 

In  his  book,  Paul  Nixon  tells  the 
story  of  Gulf  Breeze  UMC,  a  church 
whose  second  campus  brings  vibrant 
worship  and  effective  community 
ministry  to  its  adopted  neighborhood. 
The  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the 
Office  of  Congregational  Development 
and  is  free  of  charge. 


Special  services  needed  to  honor  veterans 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  little  dismayed  at  the  total 
exclusion  of  any  mention  of  Veterans  or 
their  service  to  their  churches  and  com- 
munities. We  seem  to  recognize  every 
member  of  the  Family  except  Veter- 
ans. I  cannot  understand  why  our  con- 
ference churches  do  not  have  Special 
Services  to  recognize  the  many  sacri- 
fices that  these  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  have  made  for  us,  especially  on 
Memorial  Day  and  Veterans  Day. 

I  believe  our  Veterans,  past  and 
present,  deserve  more  than  a  stand  up 
recognition  and  handclap.  Our  confer- 
ence churches  are  very  remiss  in  their 
lack  of  recognition  of  what  these  two 
very  important  days  are  all  about.  Pri- 
marily, these  days  are  to  recognize  those 
who  have  given  their  lives  to  protect  the 
"Freedoms"  that  all  of  us  enjoy  today. 

I  couldn't  help  but  notice  on  the 
NC  Conference  Calendar  that  Veter- 
ans Day  is  not  even  mentioned.  I  know 
the  calendar  is  for  conference  events. 
However,  don't  you  think  that  ceremo- 


nies and  events  conducted  for  Veterans 
are  worth  mentioning? 

As  a  Veteran  it  causes  me  to  wonder 
about  our  motto:  "Open  hearts,  minds 
and  doors."  I  think  the  Advocate,  our 
conference  churches,  and  member- 
ship would  better  demonstrate  that 
motto  by  using  the  Conference  Media 
Center  to  assist  local  churches  in 
conducting  Special  Services  on  the 
nearest  Sundays  to  Memorial  Day  and 
Veterans  Day.  These  services  will  be 
a  way  to  let  Armed  Forces  Personnel 
know  that  the  sacrifices  they  have  and 
do  make  are  appreciated. 

Gerald  F.  Lewis 
Raleigh,  NC 

From  the  Editor:  Resources  for  Special 
Services  are  available  on  the  Internet 
at  http://www.ghod.org/worship/.  On 
the  bottom  of  the  left  side  of  the  page, 
search  on  Memorial  Day  and  Veterans 
Day.  Laura  Bailey  in  the  Media  Center 
(llbailey@nccumc.org)  can  assist  churches 
obtain  suggestions  for  services. 


Pine  Valley  UMC,  Wilmington  -  IGNITE  students  spreading  the  flame  of  Christ 

IGNITE  is  a  group  of  6th-1 2th  grade  students  at  Pine  Valley  UMC  in  Wilmington,  who  sing,  dance,  act,  and  play  instruments  to 
glorify  God  and  spread  the  flame  of  Christ.  IGNITE  is  an  acronym  for"ln  God,  Nothing  Is  Too  Extreme."  Formed  in  September,  2006, 
IGNITE  participates  in  worship  at  least  once  a  month. The  51  -member  group  made  its  stage  debut  on  December  2,  with  a  produc- 
tion of  the  funny  and  heartwarming  musical,  Yo!  Christmas  Tree  for  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  Christmas  party.  Members 
of  IGNITE  perform,  create  sets,  props  and  scenery,  assist  with  audio/visuals,  and  choreograph  dance  numbers.  IGNITE  is  under  the 
direction  of  P.J.  Bolduc,  director  of  Music  for  Children  and  Youth  at  PVUMC. 


Karl  Zorowski 


THANKS  FOR  JOINING  US  ON  OUR 
CAMPING  TRIP,  FREACHERl  I  SET 
UP  YOUR  TENT  RIGHT  OVER  HERE... 


VON'T  YOU  LIKE  ITf 
I  WON  IT  0NB3AY! 


YOU  C0ULV  ALMOST  CALL 
THIS  TENT  A  TA&ERNAGLE  I 


OR  A  HOLY 
OF  HOLIES.. 


Copyright  2006  Karl  A  Zorowski  All  rights  reserved  Visit  us  online  at  vwvw.zorowski.com/churchmice 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

February  4, 2007 

Text:  John  10:1-18 
"Protection  From  Evil" 

This  week's  lesson  has  the  familiar 
image  of  Jesus  as  the  good  shepherd 
(John  10:11)  who  determines  what 
gets  in  and  out  of  the  sheepfold  (John 
10:9).  Do  you  think  it  is  a  good  idea 
to  put  Jesus  in  charge  of  something  as 
important  as  this?  After  all,  Jesus  tends 
to  love  some  people  for  whom  I  do  not 
care  very  much  and  Jesus  seems  willing 
to  let  sheep  out  to  find  pasture  that  I 
suspect  are  not  worthy  of  such  nourish- 
ment. Instead  of  Jesus,  why  don't  you 
ask  me  to  take  care  of  the  gate? 

It  gets  worse.  Jesus  even  admits  that 
he  cares  for  some  sheep  who  are  not  on 
our  radar  (John  10:16).  Some  students 
of  the  Bible  argue  that  this  verse  means 


February 

that  Jesus  also  welcomed  Gentiles,  as 
well  as  Jews.  Other  writers  have  claimed 
that  this  text  means  that  Jesus — not 
us — keeps  the  list  of  sheep  to  be  admit- 
ted. There  are  scholars  who  note  that 
these  words  depict  the  will  of  our  Lord 
to  ignore  human-made  boundaries  and 
create  "one  flock"  (John  10:16).  How- 
ever we  slice  it,  Jesus  has  made  it  clear 
that  you  and  I  do  not  have  the  final 
word  on  who  is  in  the  fold! 

Compare  Isaiah  56:8:  "Thus  says  the 
Lord  God,  who  gathers  the  outcasts  of 
Israel,  I  will  gather  others  to  them,  be- 
sides those  already  gathered."  Compare 
Ephesians  2:14:  "For  he  is  our  peace;  in 
his  flesh  he  has  made  both  groups  into 
one  and  has  broken  down  the  dividing 
wall,  that  is,  the  hostility  between  us." 

This  lesson  is  supposed  to  be  about 
"protection  from  evil"  and  here  are 
biblical  reminders  that  God  is  friendly 
with  people  we  consider  outsiders.  This 
lesson  is  supposed  to  be  about  "protec- 
tion from  evil"  and  here  are  biblical 
reminders  that  God  is  more  generous  at 
the  gate  than  we  are! 

Now  to  the  heart  of  the  heart  of 
the  matter:  why  do  I  assume  that  I  am 


Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 
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America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Jerry  Remus 
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one  of  the  good  sheep  who  is  already 
admitted  to  Jesus'  fold?  Maybe  I  am 
one  of  those  "other  sheep"  whom  Jesus 
invites.  Maybe  I  am  not  the  sheep  who 
is  an  insider  because  Jesus  likes  my  type 
more  than  Jesus  likes  others.  Maybe  I 
am  the  one  for  whom  Jesus  must  open 
the  gate.  Maybe  I  am  not  the  one  who 
gets  inside  because  Jesus  likes  my  reli- 
gious, political,  or  social  bent.  Maybe  I 
am  one  for  whom  only  grace  can  open 
the  way.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  the 
generous  Shepherd! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Moving  Off  the  Map  (Abingdon 
Press),  Thomas  Bandy  reports  "The 
most  common  picture  on  the  walls 
of  the  Roman  catacombs... is  not  the 
cross,  nor  even  the  fish,  but  drawings  of 
the  shepherd  surrounded  by  sheep." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Good  Shepherd,  by  Your 
grace  Your  sheep  come  to  You. 

February  I  1 , 2007 

Text:  John  11:1-44 
"Life  After  Death" 

How  many  different  ways  do  we 
have  for  saying  someone  has  died?  She 
passed  away.  He  has  gone  on  ahead.  She 
crossed  over.  He  is  asleep  with  the  ages. 
She  has  gone  to  that  great  Banquet 
in  the  Sky.  He  has  left  us.  She  is  with 
Jesus.  He  won't  be  back.  She  bit  the 
dust.  He  kicked  the  bucket.  She 
croaked.  He's  on  the  south  side  of  the 
grass.  She  bought  the  farm.  He  gave 
up  the  ghost.  She  cashed  in  her  chips. 
She  checked  out.  And,  in  the  wonderful 
words  of  Shakespeare,  "He  shuffled  off 
the  mortal  coils." 

The  King  James  Version  is  not  quite 
so  circumspect  in  describing  the  late, 
lamented  Lazarus:  "Lord,  by  this  time 
he  stinketh;  for  he  hath  been  dead  four 


EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite 
min.    NP/NS.   Call  828-456-5183. 
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days  (John  11:39b)"  The  Scripture 
seems  clear:  dead  is  dead  and  no  pret- 
tified language  can  change  that  fact. 
Death's  reality  finds  many  ways  to  re- 
mind us  of  its  finality:  a  house  echoes 
its  emptiness  when  a  long  time  mate 
has  died;  a  newly  widowed  friend  might 
catch  herself  referring  to  her  husband 
in  the  present  tense;  the  unused  seat  of 
a  classmate  shouts  a  daily  remembrance 
that  she  was  killed  in  a  car  wreck;  the 
choir  does  not  sound  the  same  now  that 
the  best  tenor  has  died;  the  tears  still 
come  when  a  weekly  visit  to  the  cem- 
etery changes  nothing:  dead  is  dead. 

But  because  of  Jesus,  the  scales  still 
tilt  in  our  favor:  resurrection  outranks 
death.  Jesus  knew  the  hurt  and  loss 
when  a  friend  dies.  After  all,  the  text 
says  "Jesus  told  them  plainly,  'Lazarus  is 
dead'  (John  11:14).  After  all,  when  he 
got  to  the  scene,  "Jesus  began  to  weep" 
(John  11:35).  But  Jesus  also  gives  us 
word  of  a  power  which  reaches  beyond 
our  grief,  which  reaches  beyond  our 
hurt,  which  reaches  beyond  death.  He 
said,  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life" 
Qohn  11:25). 

Just  when  death  thinks  it  has  won  the 
day,  news  comes  of  a  new  life  which  is 
beyond  death.  Death  is  like  a  basketball 
team  that  thinks  it  has  won  the  game 
because  it  is  ahead  at  half-time.  Check 
the  final  score  to  see  who  wins! 

The  gift  is  not  "life  instead  of  death"; 
it  is  "life  after  death."  Death  is  still 
real — be  it  biting  the  dust  or  giving  up 
the  ghost — but  there  is  a  new  life  of- 
fered us  by  the  very  one  who  created  us 
in  the  first  place.  Thanks  be  to  God  for 
the  Resurrection! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Heather  Thomson  wrote  {Spiritu- 
ality of  Later  Life,  Haworth  Pastoral 
Press)  "Humor  takes  us  out  of  our  fini- 
tude  and  mortality  to  see  ourselves  in  a 
larger  picture,  where  the  joke  is  not  on 
us,  but  for  us.  Christian  theology  holds 
to  the  resurrection  as  God's  joke  against 
finitude  and  death  and  invites  us  to  'lift 
up  our  hearts.'" 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  Risen  Lord!..." 

February  18,2007 

Text:  John  14:1-14 
"A  Guide  for  Life" 

Have  you  seen  pictures  of  people  try- 
ing to  take  a  boat  safely  through  turbu- 
lent waters?  The  waves  will  toss  them 
one  way  and  then  another  until  they 
might  not  even  be  sure  which  way  they 
are  facing.  Rocks,  both  hidden  and  ex- 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  15 
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Marriage 

Thomas  Lynn  Sweeley 
(RM:  Roanoke  Rapids: 
Rosemary)  to  Susan  Leigh 
Rollins  of  Rocky  Mount 
were  wed  on  November 
25  at  Rosemary  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Birth 


Deaths 


Kaitlin  Gail  Ward,  daughter 
of  Douglas  and  Lori  Ward 
was  born  December  3. 
Douglas  is  the  Informa- 
tion Systems  Director  at  the 
United  Methodist  Building. 


BAILEY,  Helen,  wife  of  Dr. 
James  H.  Bailey  (Wl:  retired), 
died  November  21 .  A  service 
to  celebrate  her  life  was  held 
November  24,  at  Trinity  UMC 
in  Wilmington.  The  family 
requests  memorial  gifts  be 
directed  to  the  Heifer  Project. 


RICHARDSON,  Alice,  widow 
of  the  Reverend  Allen  Rich- 
ardson died  recently. 
A  service  to  celebrate  her 
life  was  held  November  26 
atChadbourn  United 
Methodist  Church, 
in  Chadbourn. 
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posed,  throw  jagged  weight  against  the 
fragile  vessel.  The  water  will  be  turgid 
and  treacherous.  Even  a  skilled  boater 
will  be  put  to  the  test  by  these  haphaz- 
ard, unpredictable  circumstances.  The 
Greek  word  to  describe  those  kind  of 
waters  is  tarasso.  That  word  is  precisely 
the  word  the  gospel  writer  John  uses  to 
quote  Jesus:  "Do  not  let  your  hearts  be 
tarasso,  troubled"  (John  14:1). 

Life  gets  like  that  sometimes,  doesn't 
it?  As  the  saying  goes,  "Trouble  comes 
in  threes."  Each  upset  seems  to  be  only 
the  prelude  to  the  next  upset.  Each 
hurting  places  seems  only  to  point  to 
the  next  hurting  place.  Each  broken 
promise  seems  to  predict  another  bro- 
ken promise.  "We  become  tossed  and 
torn:  troubled. 

That  was  the  context  for  this  week's 
text:  troubled  disciples.  They  are  tossed 
asunder  by  the  news  that  Jesus  will 
be  betrayed  by  one  of  his  own  (John 
13:21).  They  are  frightened  and  won- 
der who  might  be  the  betrayer  (John 
13:25).  They  have  to  face  the  fact  that 
Jesus  has  said  that  even  Simon  Peter,  in 
so  many  ways  the  leader  of  the  pack, 
would  deny  the  Lord  (John  13:38). 
Then,  Philip's  anxiety  is  kicked  up  a 
notch  because  he  does  not  understand 
what  Jesus  has  said  about  preparing  a 
place  for  Jesus'  followers  (John  14:5). 
The  tension  is  mounting:  tarasso. 

Have  you  thought — as  I  have — that 
"if  only  I  stood  next  to  Jesus,  all  my 
fears  would  dissipate?"  Here  are  the 
disciples  in  the  intimate  setting  of  the 
Passover  supper,  as  physically  close  to 
Jesus  as  they  could  be,  and  still  they  are 
in  turmoil. 

Jesus  tries  to  calm  the  disciples  (John 
14:6).  He  assures  them  that  they  will  be 
with  him  again  (John  14:3).  And  Jesus 
promises  that  as  long  as  requests  are  in  his 
name  (in  his  spirit,  in  his  nature,  in  his 
love),  he  will  fulfill  them  Qohn  14:14). 

It  all  sounded  good  up  to  that  point. 
Reassurance  (that's  good).  Reunion 
with  Jesus  (that's  good).  But  what  about 
this  challenge  to  do  what  we  do  in 
Jesus'  name?  Love  as  he  loves?  Forgive 
as  he  forgives?  Trust  as  he  trusts?  To  say 
the  least,  the  plot  thickens! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Laurence  Stookey  has  developed  a 
devotional  resource  (This  Day:  A  Wes- 


leyan  Way  of  Prayer,  Abingdon  Press)  in 
which  he  writes,  "In  Jesus  we  find  the 
clearest  and  most  complete  glimpse  of 
the  Eternal  God  that  we  mortals  are 
capable  of  experiencing.." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "In  your  presence,  Lord. 

February  24, 2007 

Text:  John  15:1-17 
"Secure  Connections" 

Not  that  I  am  one  to  eavesdrop,  you 
understand,  but  occasionally  I  cannot 
help  but  overhear  portion  of  a  pass- 
ing conversation.  This  time,  I  wanted 
to  follow  the  man  who  just  said  to  his 
companion,  "Her  boy  friend  is  in  jail; 
that  might  explain  it."  Explain  what? 
In  jail  for  what  reason?  Who  is  the  one 
whose  boy  friend  is  incarcerated?  Why 
did  the  man  who  spoke  know  about  the 
situation?  Why  did  he  think  the  woman 
he  was  with  would  be  interested?  Hear- 
ing only  a  scrap  of  the  exchange  left  my 
imagination  to  run  loose  and  create  my 
own  scenario.  I  think  the  man  was  talk- 
ing to  a  friend  of  his  about  his  daugh- 
ter who  had  decided  to  date  other  men 
because  her  boy  friend  had  been  jailed 
for  bouncing  a  check.  Of  course,  it  is 
none  of  my  business  and  of  little  conse- 
quence if  I  totally  misread  the  situation! 

In  this  week's  lesson,  Jesus  must  have 
anticipated  that  the  disciples  would  not 
understand  if  they  heard  only  a  fraction 
of  what  he  said.  Jesus  makes  a  statement 
(John  15:1);  then  he  explains  it  (John 
1 5:2).  Then  he  explains  the  explanation 
(John  15:3).  Next  he  tells  them  the  im- 
plication of  all  that  he  has  said  (John 
15:4-7).  Then,  he  goes  back  and  adds 
some  theological  insights  to  his  imag- 
ery (John  15:8-11).  Finally,  he  spells 
out  what  he  wants  the  disciples  to  do 
because  of  all  of  this  (John  15:12-17). 
In  my  red-letter  edition  of  the  New 
Testament,  that  is  a  lot  of  red,  because 
only  Jesus  is  talking  in  this  scene. 

This  is  a  challenging  text  for  the  first 
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Sunday  in  Lent.  Lent  is  a  season  of  self- 
examination  and  repentance.  In  this 
lesson,  Jesus  spells  out  enough  instruc- 
tions (which  we  fail)  to  keep  us  repenting 
for  a  while!  Bear  fruit  (15:2).  Abide  in 
Jesus  (15:5).  Keep  my  commandments 
(15:10).  Love  one  another  (15:12).  Ask 
in  my  name  (15:16).  Again,  bear  fruit 
that  will  last  (15:16). 

John  Wesley  said  that  holy  living 
(sanctification)  is  the  fruit  of  justifica- 
tion. In  other  words,  the  evidence  of 
faith  in  God  is  the  way  we  live  our  lives. 
And  the  best  fruit  is  going  to  come 
from  the  best  vine  and  Jesus  himself  is 
the  vine. 

So  finally,  the  fruit  of  spiritual  gifts 
in  our  lives  is  not  our  own  doing;  it  is 
just  the  vine  doing  its  work! 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  T.  W.  Manson's  classic  volume  The 
Servant-Messiah  (Cambridge  Univer- 
sity Press),  the  British  scholar  penned, 
"But  Jesus  stood  for  something  greater 
than  the  Empire  or  the  Temple  or  the 
Law.  He  stood  for  the  kingdom  of  God. 
In  truth  he  was  the  kingdom  of  God.  In 
his  ministry  he  had  shown  the  rule  of 
God  in  action,  what  it  offers  to  (every- 
one) everywhere  and  what  it  demands 
of  them." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Come,  Lord  Jesus,  speak  to 
us  again.  Move  within  us  until  we  move 
for  You.  Love  within  us  until  we  love  for 
You.  Grant  us  the  gift  of  holy  living. . ." 


Winter  Soulstice 

A  weekend  for  spiritual  formation 
and  renewal  of  your  soul 

featuring 

Robert  Benson 

noted  author  and  spiritual  retreat  leader 

Friday  Evening  and  Saturday, 

January  26-27,  2007 
Saint  Francis  UMC,  Cary,  NC 

The  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion,  the  Eucharist, 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  perhaps 
under-understood  Means  of  Grace  in  the  Christian 
faith.  Robert  Benson  unlocks  the  majesty  and 
mystery  of  the  Eucharist  like  you  have  never 
heard  it  before.  In  each  session  you  will  gain 
new  understandings  and  appreciations  of  Holy 
Communion.  Hear  Robert  read  from  his  book, 
That  We  May  Perfectly  Love  Thee. 

Robert  Benson  will  also  lead  participants  in 
Daily  Prayer,  a  beginner's  guide  to  the  prayer 
of  the  chuch. 


Registration  fee  of  $35  includes  lunch  and 
the  Daily  Prayer  book  and  CD 

For  more  information  or  to  register 

call  (919)  832-1416 

or  www.  Dai  lyPrayerLife.com/soulstice.  html 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc. 

publishers  of  The  Efird  Bible  Study  Series  and  Daily  Prayer 
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A  "Mighty  Wind  races"  through  Nags  Head  community  - 

pastor's  marathon  shirt  advertises  church's  worship  time,  location 


Front 


UNITED  MHHODlSTCHURCH 

So  Perfect 
people 
Allowed 


After  opening  the  event  up 
in  prayer,  the  Rev.  Trip  Lowery, 
pastor  of  Mighty  Wind  UMC 
in  Nags  Head,  on  the  Outer 
Banks,  ran  in  the  First  Inaugural 
OBX  Marathon. 

Lowery  ran  the  26.2  mile 
race  wearing  a  shirt  advertising 
the  church's  worship  time  and 
location  along  with  the  church's 
"come  as  you  are"  spirit. 

The  4400  runners  in  the  Mar- 
athon and  Half-Marathon  events 
ran  by  the  property  Mighty 
Wind  UMC  will  build  on, 
giving  church  members  an 
opportunity  to  cheer  on  the 
community  in  which  they  serve. 

Left:  Rev.  Lowery  running  in  the 
First  inaugural  OBX  Marathon 


Back 


Follow  Me  TOt 

MIGHTY 
WINES 


UNITED  METHODmC, 
Come  As 

Closer  to    Wkl  Su**<lay 
God         "I       to  am 
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Workshop  held  for  churches 
exploring  Hispanic/Latino  ministry 


The  conference  EMBRACE  (Em- 
powering Ministry  to  Bridge,  Reach 
out,  and  Affirm  Cultural  Esteem)  team 
led  a  workshop  at  the  United  Methodist 
Building  on  December  9  for  clergy  and 
laity  who  are  either  engaged  in  or  con- 
sidering the  possibilities  of  an  emerging 
Hispanic/Latino  ministry.  Sixty-eight 
participants  engaged  in  conversation, 
small  group  and  large  group  discus- 
sions, music,  and  learning.  Key  leader 
for  the  event  was  Cookie  Santiago,  the 


conference  director  of  Hispanic/Latino 
ministries.  The  Rev.  David  Ortigoza, 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Director  of 
Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  delivered 
the  opening  devotion  and  led  the  group 
in  several  bilingual  songs. 

The  conference  EMBRACE  team 
plans  to  hold  other  training  events  for 
clergy  and  laity.  For  information  about 
Hispanic/Latino  ministry,  email  csan- 
tiago@nccumc.org  or  call  1-800-849- 
4433,  ext.  260. 


Cookie  Santiago  leads  a  discussion  during  the  EMBRACE  workshop  for  clergy  and 
laity  who  are  either  engaged  in  or  considering  the  possibilities  of  an  emerging 
Hispanic/Latino  ministry.  Photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson) 


Methodist  Home  for  Children 

Sunday 


We  invite  your  congregation  to  support 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  on 

February  18,  2007. 

Your  contribution  will  help  clothe,  feed,  and  provide 
for  children  in  MHC's  care.  Your  gift  will  also  help 
support  MHC's  foster  and  adoptive  parents  who  offer 
safe,  loving  homes  for  children  across  North  Carolina. 


Make  a  difference  in  the  world ... 

one  child  at  a  time. 


1.888.305.4311 

www.mhfc.org 


METHODIST 

HOME  for 


CHILDREN 


In  servite  to  God,  Methodist  Home  for  Children  builds  on  the  social,  plrysical,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  strengths  of  children,  youth,  and  families,  and  affirms  their  worth. 


Episcopal  Church  -  United  Methodist  Church  Dialogue 

An  historic  meeting  of  the  North  Carolina  Episcopal-United  Methodist  Dialogue  took 
place  at  Bethany  UMC  in  Durham  in  November  when  members  of  both  faith  groups 
participated  in  a  co-celebration  of  the  Eucharist.  In  2005,  the  Council  of  Bishops  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  adopted  a  covenant  relationship  of  Interim  Eucharis- 
tic  Sharing  with  the  Episcopal  Church  permitting  joint  celebration  of  the  Eucharist. 
Participating  in  the  service  were  (I  to  r)  the  Rev.  Bryan  Faggart  (pastor  of  Bethany 
UMC);  Dr.  Jarrett  Gray  (member  of  the  Missouri  Conference  on  sabbatical  from  St. 
Paul  Seminary  in  Kansas  City);  Dr.  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.,  (co-chair  of  the  North  Carolina 
Dialogue  and  retired  member  of  the  NC  Conference);  Dr.  Paula  Gilbert  (elder  from 
the  Alabama-W.  Florida  Conference  appointed  to  an  extension  ministry  at  Duke  Uni- 
versity); and  the  Rev.  Gene  Carpenter  (rector  of  St.  Stephen's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Goldsboro  and  ecumenical  officer  of  the  Diocese  of  East  Carolina  of  The  Episcopal 
Church).  The  other  co-chair  (not  pictured)  is  Dr.  Patricia  N.  Page,  member  of  St.  Titus 
Episcopal  Church  in  Durham.  Photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson 
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New  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence  charts  plan  of  action 


Hopes  to  raise  $3.5 
million  for  leadership 

development 

By  Taylor  Mills* 

The  North  Carolina  Annual  Confer- 
ence made  headlines  last  summer  when 
a  challenge  gift  of  $  1  million  was  made 
by  Don  and  Barbara  Curtis  of  Edenton 
Street  UMC  in  Raleigh  to  jumpstart  an 
Academy  for  Leadership  Excellence. 

Shordy  thereafter,  Dr.  Irene  Brown- 
lee  of  Apex  was  named  the  Academy's 
executive  director.  Since  then,  the  Acad- 
emy has  set  up  an  office  in  the  Method- 
ist Building  and  added  Felicia  Terry  as 
director  of  fund  development. 

Dr.  Brownlee  has  been  planning, 
designing,  and  implementing  a  lead- 
ership vision  for  the  Academy  and 
the  Conference.  This  work  involves 
researching,  listening,  and  learning. 

"Meeting  with  our  bishop  and 
conference  leaders,  lay  leaders  of  our 
congregations,  and  district  superinten- 
dents, I  have  asked  questions  and  at- 
tempted to  learn  as  much  as  I  can  about 
our  conference,  the  people  in  it,  and  the 
people  we  hope  to  serve  through  the 
work  of  the  Academy,"  Brownlee  said. 

For  the  last  several  months,  a  vision- 
ing  team  of  experienced  pastors,  busi- 
ness leaders,  church  leadership  experts, 
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new  church  pastors,  and  scholars  have 
been  charting  a  plan  of  action  for  lead- 
ership development. 

Leadership  vision 

They  have  recommended  that  the 
Academy  undertake  initiatives  to  iden- 
tify pastors  to  serve  in  new  church 
plants,  equip  lay  and  clergy  leaders 
through  educational  events,  and  create 
a  coaching  network  for  pastors. 

The  coaching  network  has  already 
begun.  Five  clergy,  who  are  preparing 
to  start  new  churches,  are  each  meet- 
ing with  a  mentor  pastor  each  month 
for  a  year. 

Dr.  Brownlee  has  also  been  in  con- 
versations with  a  nationally  recognized 
author,  speaker,  and  founder  of  the 
IBM  Coaching  Network  with  the  hope 
of  setting  up  a  training  event. 

Academy  director 

Visioning  team  members  for  the 
Academy  found  Dr.  Brownlee  to  be 
uniquely  qualified  for  the  executive  di- 
rector position. 

Growing  up  in  a  parsonage,  being 
the  spouse  of  a  United  Methodist  pas- 
tor (The  Rev.  David  Brownlee,  pastor 
of  Apex  UMC),  and  serving  on  church 
staff  have  all  given  her  firsthand  experi- 
ence with  the  lives  of  clergy  and  their 
families.  But  Dr.  Brownlee  also  under- 
stands the  needs  and  challenges  of  lay 
persons  through  her  many  lay  leader- 
ship roles  in  local  churches. 

In  addition,  she  completed  her 
doctoral  degree  in  adult  education, 
which  gave  her  an  appreciation  for 
the  importance  of  life-long  learning 
and  opened  up  opportunities  for  her 
to  work  in  both  administrative  and 
teaching  positions. 

Before  joining  the  Academy,  Dr. 
Brownlee  was  executive  director  of  the 
Raleigh  Adult  Degree  Program  for  NC 


See  "Academy,  "page  2 


ongratulations 

to  Conference  churches 

•  Local  church  support  of  connectional 
benevolences  increased  to  96.24  % 
of  assigned  apportionments  in  2006. 

•  Out  of  81 6  local  churches,  750  churches 
(or  92%)  paid  1 00%  of  apportionments. 

•  For  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  Elizabeth  City 
and  Wilmington  Districts  paid  100%. 


wmm 


Bishop  opposes  putting  Bush 
presidential  library  at  SMU 


Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  and  Missis- 
sippi Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  are 
among  a  list  of  bishops  and  others  who 
have  signed  a  petition  in  opposition  to 
locating  the  George  W.  Bush  library 
at  Southern  Methodist  University  in 
Dallas,  Texas.  News  reports  have  cited 
different  reasons  for  the  signings. 

The  university  was  named  the  finalist 
for  the  presidential  library  Dec.  21,  but 
a  final  decision  about  the  location  will 


not  be  made  for  a  few  more  months. 
Southern  Methodist  University  is  one 
of  123  educational  institutions  related 
to  The  United  Methodist  Church.  First 
lady  Laura  Bush  is  an  SMU  graduate 
and  serves  on  the  board  of  trustees. 

Bishop  Gwinn  felt  it  appropriate  to 
share  his  reasons  for  adding  his  name 
to  the  petition.  Following  are  his  state- 
ment and  the  wording  of  the  petition: 

See  "Presidential  library,  "page  13 


Martin  Luther  King,  jr.  Triangle  Interfaith  Breakfast 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  and  the  Reconciliation  Voices  Mass  Choir  from  Reconciliation  UMC 
in  Durham  participated  in  the  26th  Annual  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. Triangle  Interfaith 
Prayer  Breakfast  on  January  1 5.  The  event  was  held  at  the  Sheraton  Imperial  Hotel 
RTP  in  Raleigh  with  Dr.  Stephen  P.  Bauman  of  Christ  Church  United  Methodist  in 
New  York  City  delivering  the  keynote  address.  (Photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson) 
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Wesleyan  College  and  was  associate  vice 
president  of  the  college's  adult  degree 
program. 

Other  leadership 

Though  the  Academy  has  not  yet 
named  a  board  of  directors,  it  has  bene- 
fited from  the  team  leadership  of  many 
clergy  and  lay  leaders.  Fundraising 
is  spearheaded  by  the  Norris  Tolson, 
certified  lay  speaker  from  Pinetops 
UMC  and  secretary  of  the  NC  De- 
partment of  Revenue.  Larry  Coates,  a 
member  of  Apex  UMC,  has  assisted  in 
the  development  of  an  organizational 
structure  for  the  Academy.  Don  Curtis, 
Merritt  Jones  of  Hayes  Barton  UMC, 
and  Barbara  Mulkey  of  First  UMC  in 
Cary  have  also  provided  vital  support 
and  guidance. 

Dr.  Brownlee  has  been  working 
with  Dr.  Steve  Compton,  conference 
executive  director  of  Congregational 
Development,  to  help  the  Confer- 
ence live  into  its  vision  of  "effective, 
visionary  spiritual  leaders  and  healthy 
congregations." 

Long-term  goals 

In  the  short  term,  the  Academy  lead- 
ership hopes  to  raise  an  additional  $3.5 
million  for  the  long-term  benefit  of 


Dr.  Irene 
Brownlee, 

Executive 
Director 


leadership  develop- 
ment in  the  Confer- 
ence. 

Dr.  Brownlee  said 
the  Academy  will  be 
focusing  first  on  the 
development  of  lead- 
ership qualities  in 
clergy  who  will  start 
new  churches.  This 
will  be  followed  by  an 
emphasis  on  training 
and  development  for 
clergy  in  transitional 
churches.  Eventually, 
opportunities  will  be 
extended  to  church 
lay  leaders. 

Work  will  continue  on  articulating 
the  Academy's  purpose  and  vision  state- 
ment but  Dr.  Brownlee  believes  that  the 
Academy  will  endeavor  to  create  a  place 
of  "learning,  grace,  and  transforma- 
tion, where  learners  can  breakthrough 
to  new  ministry  effectiveness  and  excel- 
lence, thereby  leading  their  congrega- 
tions to  new  passion,  new  mission  and 
new  ministry." 

*  Taylor  Mills,  a  member  of  the  NCCC 
Advocate  Committee,  is  pastor  of  Avent 
Ferry  UMC  in  Raleigh. 


Felicia  Terry, 
Director  of  Fund 
Development 
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Eight  recommendations 
made  on  ordering  of  ministry 


A  draft  report  by  the  Study  of  Min- 
istry Commission  for  the  2008  General 
Conference  proposes  eight  important 
recommendations  about  the  ordering 
of  ministry,  including  the  creation  of 
three  classifications  of  ordained  elders 
and  separation  of  ordination  from  full 
conference  membership. 

The  report  is  available  at  www.gb- 
hem.org,  along  with  an  online  survey 
to  collect  reaction  to  the  report. 

"The  Commission  is  determined 
to  draw  on  the  collective  insight  and 
wisdom  of  all  United  Methodists  in 
preparing  this  important  report,"  said 
William  H.  Willimon,  bishop  of  the 
Birmingham  Area  and  chair  of  the 
Study  of  Ministry  Commission.  "The 
Commission  will  consider  all  contribu- 
tions in  preparing  the  final  document." 

To  comment,  people  are  invited  to  read 
the  report  and  then  follow  the  link  to  take 
the  online  survey  about  the  report. 

"It  is  our  expectation  that  this  teach- 
ing document  will  become  the  catalyst 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  to 
discuss  these  important  issues,"  said 
The  Rev.  Mary  Ann  Moman,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry's  Divi- 
sion of  Ordained  Ministry,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  commission. 

Recommendations 

The  commission  recommended 
classifications  of  itinerant  elder,  asso- 
ciate elder,  and  local  elder.  Itinerant 
elder  is  essentially  the  same  as  the 
current  classification  of  elder. 

All  three  could  administer  the 
sacraments,  but  associate  elders  and 
local  elders  could  do  so  only  in  the 
charge  to  which  they  are  appointed. 

The  other  recommendations  of  the 
commission  are: 

•  Pastors-in-charge  who  are  not 
ordained  as  elders  will  be  licensed 
lay  pastors.  This  will  incorporate 
certified  lay  ministers,  student  local 
pastors,  part-time  local  pastors,  and 
full-time  local  pastors  who  have  not 
completed  either  the  Course  of  Study 
or  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree. 


Licensed  lay  pastors  shall  be  autho- 
rized, blessed,  and  sent  out  annu- 
ally to  their  appointment  through  a 
liturgy  conducted  at  annual  or 
district  conference  each  year. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
must  sustain  the  traditional 
"Wesleyan  understanding  that 
the  authority  to  celebrate  the 
sacraments  derives  from  ordina- 
tion as  an  elder  by  the  presiding 
bishop  upon  election  by  an  an- 
nual conference.  Therefore, 
licensed  lay  pastors  shall  not 
administer  Baptism  or  Holy  Com- 
munion in  the  charges  to  which 
they  are  appointed.  Itinerant  elders 
designated  as  presiding  elders  shall 
be  assigned  to  circuits  of  local 
churches  to  administer  the  sacra- 
ments on  a  rotating  basis.  The  bish- 
op may  grant  provisional  author- 
ity to  administer  the  sacraments  to 
licensed  lay  pastors  under  excep- 
tional circumstances.  Deacons  are 
not  ordained  to  administer  the 
sacraments  but  to  assist  in  their 
administration  and  to  lead  the  con- 
gregation in  extending  the  table  of 
Holy  Communion  into  the  world. 

The  commission  recommended 
that  deacons  and  itinerant  elders  be 
ordained  at  the  conclusion  of  edu- 
cational and  examination  require- 
ments rather  than  at  the  end  of  a 
probationary  process.  This  realigns 
ordination  and  conference  member- 
ship, granting  sacramental  author- 
ity to  at  least  an  additional  2,000 
pastors  under  appointment  in  any 
given  year.  Under  the  commission's 
proposal,  these  ordained  elders  and 
deacons  will  have  full  authority  for 
ministry.  Elders  will  continue  on 
trial  to  become  full  members  of  the 
Order  of  Elders.  Deacons  will  also 
be  on  probation  for  a  period. 

Elders  shall  be  ordained  to  Word, 
Sacrament,  and  Order.  Deacons  are 
ordained  to  Word  and  Service. 

See  "Recommendations,  "page  13 
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Communications  agency  meets  in  Zimbabwe, 
trains  pastors,  supports  Nothing  But  Nets 


By  Linda  Green  * 

MUTARE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)- 
General  Commission  on  Communica- 
tions members  met  in  Harare,  Zimba- 
bwe's capital,  and  Mutare.  The  meeting 
was  the  commission's  first  outside  the 
continental  United  States. 

"We  are  making  history  and  we  are 
embodying  a  reality  that  is  often  spo- 
ken, namely,  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  global  connection,"  said  the 
Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  top  staff  executive  at 
UM  Communications. 

Commissioners  were  in  Zimba- 
bwe not  only  to  set  policy  and  devel- 
op communications  strategies  for  the 
denomination,  but  also  to  participate  in 
a  volunteer  mission  experience  with  the 
Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor  (ZOE) 
and  to  provide  communications  train- 
ing at  Africa  University  to  pastors  and 
lay  people  from  across  Zimbabwe. 

Africa  University  in  Mutare  is  the 
first  fully  accredited  private  institution 
in  Zimbabwe.  It  was  established  by  The 
United  Methodist  Church  to  help  train 
leaders  in  church  and  society  who  can 
address  the  concerns  and  needs  of  Afri- 
ca's developing  nations. 

Goals  of  Meeting 

The  meeting  in  Zimbabwe  was  two- 
fold. First,  the  commissioners  hoped 
to  understand  more  fully  why  the  denom- 
inations' Central  Conference  Communi- 
cations Initiative  should  be  continued  and 
expanded  to  support  communications  in 
Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philippines. 

The  second  objective  was  to  famil- 
iarize the  commission  with  some  of  the 
living  circumstances  of  the  people  of 
Africa,  using  Mutare  as  a  microcosm  to 
gain  that  understanding. 

Attending  the  communications 
meeting  from  North  Carolina  were 
Chase  Bannister  of  Durham  and  Bill 
Norton  of  Raleigh.  Connie  Shelton, 
another  member  from  Durham,  could 
not  participate  in  the  trip. 

Communcations  Training 

During  the  first  communications 
training  class  on  the  use  of  computers 


General  Commission  on  Communications  member  Bill  Norton  (right)  works  with 
a  student  during  computer  training  at  Africa  University  in  Zimbabwe.  (Photo  by 
Commission  member  Greg  Nelson  of  Salem,  Oregon.) 


at  Africa  University,  the  Rev.  Margaret 
Mukunku,  41,  sat  down  at  a  computer 
and  typed  her  name  for  the  first  time. 

"I  have  never  even  used  a  typewriter," 
she  said.  "I  managed  to  type  my  own 
words,  my  own  name."  Previously  she 
wrote  her  seminary  papers  by  hand. 

Paul  Black,  a  commission  member 
and  the  director  of  communications  for 
the  Illinois  Great  Rivers  Annual  Con- 
ference, was  one  of  eight  commission- 
ers providing  the  training. 

Over  the  course  of  three  days,  the 
trainers  experienced  numerous  "ah-ha" 
moments.  Black's  moment  occurred  be- 
fore arriving  at  the  university  and  while 
spending  time  in  the  environs  of  Mutare. 

"It  is  very  obvious  to  me  that  the 
continent  of  Africa  has  so  much  to  of- 
fer The  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
if  we  will  truly  embrace  being  global 
in  nature,  there  are  gifts  here  that  have 
yet  to  be  mined  which  will  benefit  the 
whole  church,"  said  Black 

For  the  Rev.  Sophirina  Sign  of  the 
Zimbabwe  East  Annual  Conference, 
the  most  significant  benefit  from  the 
training  was  learning  about  writing  and 
creating  newsletters,  so  she  can  spread 
news  around  her  circuit  in  her  role  as  a 
district  communications  director. 

Before  the  training,  she  had  thought 
of  communications  as  primarily  talk- 
ing with  others  in  her  area,  preaching 


and  teaching,  she  said.  At  the  end  of  the 
training,  her  perspective  had  expanded. 
"It  was  about  informing,  about  inspir- 
ing and  about  engaging,"  she  said. 

Nothing  But  Nets 

United  Methodist  Communications 
is  one  of  the  partners  in  Nothing  But 
Nets  which  assists  parents  in  Africa  in 
hanging  insecticide-drenched  nets  over 
children  while  they  sleep,  a  simple,  in- 
expensive way  to  kill  mosquitoes  or 
keep  them  from  biting. 

"We  are  in  partnership.. .to  cover  the 
continent  of  Africa  with  life-saving  bed 
nets  to  halt  the  death  of  a  child  every  30 
seconds  from  malaria,"  said  Hollon. 

The  governing  members  of  United 
Methodist  Communications  made  a 
pledge  of  175  bed  nets  for  the  Old  Mu- 
tare Mission  Center  and  a  deaf  school 
in  Mutambura  following  a  tour  of  a 
hospital,  children's  homes,  a  maternity 
ward  and  a  school  for  deaf  children. 

The  action  came  as  part  of  the  agen- 
cy's involvement  in  a  global  campaign 
to  raise  funds  to  eradicate  malaria  in  Af- 
rica, where  the  mosquito-borne  disease 
causes  the  death  of  one-fifth  of  all  chil- 
dren under  5  years  old. 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


$10  contribution  =  ^7  net  +  $3  education 

—  eradicating  killer  of  one-fifth  of  all  children  under  5  in  Africa 


Visit  the  UMC  "partner  page"  at  http://nothingbutnets.net/partners/united-methodist-church 
to  learn  more  about  additional  malaria  initiatives  of  the  denomination. 


Donate  online  at  NothingButNets  site  or  at: 

General  Board  of  Global  Missions: 

http://secure.gbgm-umc.org/donations/ 
advance/donate.cfm?code=98201 5 


Donate  by  check 


Nothing  But  Nets,  Advance  #982015 
Advance  GCFA  P.O.  Box  9068 
GPO  New  York,  NY  10087-9068 


Deadlines  near 
for  resolutions, 
petitions  and 
nominations 

Resolutions,  petitions,  and  voting  for 
General  and  Southeastern  Jurisdiction- 
al delegates  may  be  months  away  but 
action  is  needed  related  to  all  three 
several  months  before  the  NC  Annual 
Conference  meets  June  8-10. 

The  following  overview  may  help 
with  understanding  the  requirements: 

Resolutions 

A  resolution  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence usually  deals  with  some  action  on 
the  part  of  the  conference.  It  begins 
with  statements  of  facts  and  because  of 
these  facts  a  specific  action  is  recom- 
mended. Resolutions  can  come  from 
individuals  or  local  church  boards  or 
groups.  The  name  of  the  sender  should 
be  at  the  bottom  of  each  resolution. 

The  deadline  for  resolutions  to  be  in 
the  Office  of  the  Conference  Secretary 
is  May  10.  Also,  "within  10  days  after 
mailing  the  Book  of  Reports"  addition- 
al resolutions  can  be  submitted  to  the 
Conference  Secretary. 

For  more  details,  look  at  the  "Rules 
of  Order  and  Procedure"  in  the  2006 
Book  of  Reports  or  call  the  Conference 
Secretary  at  800-849-4433. 

Petitions 

Petitions  to  the  2008  General  Con- 
ference follow  strict  rules  because  they 
amend,  modify,  add  to,  or  change  the 
church's  book  of  laws,  the  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline. Not  only  do  petitions  have  to 
contain  the  authors'  name,  each  must 
also  contain  the  specific  paragraph  ad- 
dressed in  the  Discipline  and  whether 
there  are  financial  implications. 

Petitions  can  come  from  individuals, 
local  churches,  or  other  United  Meth- 
odist boards  or  agencies.  Read  further 
requirements  and  details  at  www.nc- 
cumc.org/conferencesec.htm.  Click 
on  the  General  Conference  petition 
instructions  link.  Petitions  to  General 
Conference  must  be  postmarked  be- 
tween May  1  and  October  26,  2007. 

Delegate  elections 

Conference  deacons  or  elders  in  full 
connection  or  laypeople  (who  are  general- 
ly four  years  a  United  Methodist  and  two 
years  a  local  church  member)  are  eligible 
to  be  elected  delegates  to  General  and/or 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conferences. 

Anyone  interested  should  complete  a 
form  available  from  the  conference  and 
submit  it  by  April  1 . 

Clergy  forms  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Office  of  Conference  Secretary  and 
lay  forms  to  Robin  Harry.  The  mailing 
address  for  both  offices  is  PO  Box  10955, 
Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

"Please  be  aware  that  being  a 
delegate  to  GC/SEJ  requires  a  large  time 

See  "Deadlines,  "page  4 
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James  is  elected  VP  of  National 
Association  of  UM  Foundations 


Lynn  James  has  been  elected  to 
a  two-year  term  as  vice  president  of 
the  National  Association  of  United 
Methodist    Foundations  (NAUMF). 

James  is  execu- 
tive director  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Foundation,  Inc. 
(UMF)  and  over- 
sees the  services 
UMF  provides  to 
United  Methodist 
Lynn  James        churches  through- 


Deadlines 
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commitment,  not  only  to  attend  the 
conferences  themselves  but  also  prior  to 
and  during  the  year  of  the  conferences," 
Jerry  Bryan,  conference  secretary,  said 
as  a  caution  to  anyone  interested  in  be- 
ing elected  a  delegate. 

General  Conference  is  April  23-May 
2,  2008  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas  and  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  is 
July  15-19,  2008  at  Lake  Junaluska,  NC. 

For  more  information  and  a  copy  of 
each  form,  visit:  http://www.nccumc. 
o  rg/ac2007/ gc_sej  forms,  htm 


out  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

"This  recognition  exemplifies  the 
high  esteem  that  Lynn's  peers  have  for 
him  and  the  wonderful  work  he  has 
done  at  the  Foundation,"  said  W.  Dan- 
iel Pate,  president  of  UMF's  board  of 
directors. 

"UMF  is  excited  about  this  opportu- 
nity for  Lynn  to  take  a  leadership  role 
in  NAUMF  to  learn  and  share  ideas 
with  other  foundations  that  will,  ulti- 
mately, enhance  the  services  we  all  pro- 
vide to  United  Methodist  churches  na- 
tionwide," added  Pate. 

NAUMF  was  established  in  1968 
to  promote  and  encourage  steward- 
ship and  increased  financial  support 
for  the  ministries  of  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church.  Its  membership  includes 
more  than  50  agencies  and  foundations 
throughout  the  country. 

Prior  to  accepting  his  current 
position  at  UMF  in  January  1999, 
James  was  director  of  development 
for  the  Lucy  Daniels  Center  for  Early 
Childhood  in  Cary  and  vice  president 
of  development  for  the  Methodist 
Home  for  Children. 

See  "James,  "page  12 


Got  Wisdom? 

Discover  how  21st  century 
Christians  can  benefit  from 
the  wisdom  of  the  Old 
Testament 

Wisdom  Literature 

A  new  video-based  Bible  Study  from  everyone's 
favorite  Bible  teacher,  Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird. 

Ideal  for  Sunday  School  classes,  small  groups, 
whole  church,  or  individual  study. 

Designed  for  maximum  flexibility... choose  between 
individual  units  of  four  lessons  each  or  conduct  the 
entire  Wisdom  Literature  study  of  18  lessons. 

Included  in  this  wonderful  study  are  the  wisdom 
teachings  of  Job,  Ecclesiastes,  Ruth,  Jonah,  Esther 
and  Song  of  Solomon,  with  bonus  material  from 
Apocrypha  wisdom. 

Each  Efird  Bible  Study  kit  includes  high  quality 
DVD's,  5  participant  workbooks,  facilitator's  guide, 
5  ll"xl7"  posters,  and  promo  materials. 

Join  over  1,000  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed.. .60  day  fuii  money-back  refund 

Visit  our  web  site:  www.EfirdBibleStudies.com 
or  call  toll  free:  1-877-832-1417 


Other  studies  include:  Genesis,  PssJms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans 
RevBtatton,  The  Passion  Narratives,  and  The  Birth  Narratives. 


letters  to  the 

EDITORS 

Two  letters  in  support  of 
honoring  veterans  in  church 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  add  my  kudos  to  Mr.  Lewis'  letter  to  the  Editor  (January  2007)  regard- 
ing the  need  to  honor  veterans  in  our  Churches.  I  have  been  doing  this  every  year 
since  my  first  appointment  in  1982.  At  the  Church  I  serve  three-fourths  of  the  men 
are  veterans,  and  the  entire  congregation  has  had  or  presently  has  a  member  of  their 
family  serving  in  the  military. 

I  have  heard  of  some  UM  pastors  who  will  not  allow  the  American  flag  to  be 
displayed  in  their  Church  out  of  concern  that  the  congregation  will  slip  into  some 
National  worship;  how  ridiculous! 

As  a  non-veteran  I  am  personally  thankful  to  our  brave  men  and  women  who 
have  served  and  who  are  still  serving  in  the  military.  May  God  bless  them  and 
protect  them.  I  am  one  UM  pastor  who  is  proud  to  be  an  American  and  not  ashamed 
to  say  so,  and  if  1  had  earned  the  right  to  say  "hoorah!"  I  would  say  so. 

I  hope  to  see  in  the  future  both  the  Conference  and  District  Council  on 
Ministries  include  Veterans'  Day  in  its'  annual  program  and  calendar  events. 

/.  Quinton  Covington 

Pastor  of  Central  UMC 

East  Laurinburg,  Rockingham  District 


To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  Mr.  Gerald  E  Lewis  of  Raleigh,  whose  letter  to  the  editor  complaining 
about  our  lack  of  attention  to  Veterans'  Day  was  published  in  the  January  issue, 
could  have  been  with  my  wife  and  me  last  November  8.  Highland  UMC  in  Raleigh, 
our  church,  had  a  slam  dunk  of  a  Veterans'  Day  celebration  at  its  Wednesday  eve- 
ning Cross  Training  that  night. 

In  front  of  an  overflow  audience  following  supper,  all  veterans  were  saluted  and 
given  an  opportunity  to  introduce  themselves  and  tell  of  their  military  service.  Two, 
including  the  Senior  Pastor,  Jim  Lee,  and  Dr.  Charles  Stuber,  a  professor  at  N.C. 
State,  wowed  the  crowd  and  made  many  jealous  by  actually  getting  into  and  wear- 
ing their  uniforms! 

Associate  Pastor  Heather  Lear,  whose  father  is  now  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
and  was  a  career  Marine,  planned  the  evening  which  was  so  well  received  it  will  be 
repeated  in  2007.  The  Chancel  Choir  concluded  the  evening  by  singing  a  couple  of 
appropriate  anthems,  finishing  with  the  ever-popular  Fred  Waring  arrangement  of 
"The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic." 

And  in  its  Sunday  worship  services,  prayers  are  regularly  offered  for  the  safety  of 
all  combatants  in  Iraq  and  the  ending  of  that  war. 

That  to  me  is  one  of  the  very  best 
ways  to  recognize  our  service  people 
past  and  present:  to  pray  fervendy 
that  wars  shall  cease  and  the  biblical 
vision  of  peace  on  earth  that  the  angels 
sang  about  at  Jesus'  birth  may  become 
a  reality. 

Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith 
Executive  Director  ofNC 
Conference  Connectional  Ministries 


Making  a  Difference .... 

The  John  A.  Buckley  Endowment  Fund 
was  established  in  September,  1999  to 
assist  in  ministries  around  the  world  where 
hope  is  needed.  Through  The  Endowment 
grants  have  been  given  to  the  Mar  Elias 
School  in  Galilee,  ABRO  in  Belarus  and 
scholarships  have  been  given  to  clergy  and 
laity  enabling  adults  and  youth  to  make 
spiritual  pilgrimages  around  the  world. 
Thank  you  for  your  continued  support. 

The  John  A.  Buckley  Endowment 
%  United  Methodist  Foundation 
PO  Box  10955 
Raleigh,  NC  27605 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  * 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS 
for  Churches  since  1961 


SOUND*  CCTV+  PROJECTORS*  CHIMES 
Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Work  " 

Lillington,  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)893-4183 
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"Our  neighborhood  has  expanded. 

Today  we  are  a  global  neighborhood  and  our  neighbors  are  everywhere. 
There  is  no  place  on  this  planet  where  we  are  not  called  to  go  if  there  is  a 
need.  There  is  no  place  on  this  planet  where  we  do  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  receive  those  who  understand  themselves  to  have  been  sent. 

We  have  discovered  that  when  those  of  us  from  more  affluent  countries 
and  congregations  work  alongside  those  who  are  poor  or  oppressed, 
we  are  blessed  in  profound  ways.  As  we  move  into  different  cultures  and 
experience  the  reality  of  other  contexts,  we  begin  to  live  our  lives  with 
greater  sensitivity,  understanding,  and  compassion.  This  kind  of  living 
and  understanding  can  be  life  energizing  and  church  energizing/' 

-  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  International  Conference 
on  Sending  and  Hosting  United  Methodist  Volunteers 


eing  with  Jesus,  being  wi 


"When  the  Son  of  Man  comes  in 
his  glory,  and  alt  the  angels  with  him, 
then  he  will  sit  on  the  throne  of  his 
glory.  All  the  nations  will  be  gathered 
before  him,  and  he  will  separate 
people  one  from  another  as  a  shep- 
herd separates  the  sheep  from  the 
goats,  and  he  will  put  the  sheep  at  his 
right  hand  and  the  goats  at  the  left. 

Then  the  king  will  say  to  those  at  his 
right  hand/Come,  you  that  are  blessed 
by  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom 
prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world;  for  I  was  hungry  and  you 
gave  me  food,  I  was  thirsty  and  you 
gave  me  something  to  drink,  I  was  a 
stranger  and  you  welcomed  me,  I  was 
naked  and  you  gave  me  clothing,  I  was 
sick  and  you  took  care  of  me,  I  was  in 
prison  and  you  visited  me.'" 

Matthew  2531-36  (NRSV) 


By  Steve  Taylor  * 

The  act  of  mission  outreach  really  is  about  seeing: 
seeing  rightly,  seeing  the  world  as  it  is,  and  seeing  the 
world  as  it  should  be  -  as  we  so  often  pray. . .  "on  earth 
as  it  is  in  heaven." 

Mission  outreach  is  seeing  not  as  a  concept  or  an 
"ought  to  do"  but  seeing  the  things  of  this  world  that 
break  the  heart  of  Jesus  and  allowing  them  to  break 
our  hearts  too. 

In  that  broken  space  comes  the  lesson  that  comple- 
tion is  not  about  fixing  the  problem  but  about  "being 
with"  —  being  with  Jesus  and  being  with  one  another. 

It  is  the  place  where  we  don't  come  together  as  those 
who  are  broken  and  those  who  are  whole,  but  where  we 
reside  in  that  space  of  incarnation  where  it  is  Jesus  him- 
self who  touches  and  it  is  Jesus  who  is  touched. 

Seeing,  being  with,  touching. ..heaven,  where  all 
is  sacred. 

This  is  the  story  which  Jesus  calls  us  to  enter,  calls  us 
that  we  might  find  him  there. 

It  is  a  story  of  humility,  of  littleness,  of  lastness.  It  is 
the  story  where  the  first  are  last,  the  poor  are  blessed, 
and  the  face  of  God  is  often  found  in  the  midst  of 
hunger  and  nakedness. 

It  is  the  story  of  going  with  Jesus  into  the  world, 
making  disciples,  sharing  his  love,  and  then  discover- 
ing that  in  the  doing,  we,  ourselves,  are  discipled.  It  is 
the  story  of  mission. 


As  John  Wesley  noted,  "The  walking  herein  is  es- 
sentially necessary,  as  to  the  continuance  of  that  faith 
whereby  we  are  saved  by  grace,  so  to  the  attainment  of 
everlasting  salvation." 

This  issue  of  the  NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate, 
includes  the  stories  of  "Mission"  being  lived  throughout 
the  NC  Annual  Conference,  in  local  churches  and  co- 
operative ministries,  in  collective  ministry  of  churches 
across  the  Conference,  and  by  individuals  who  could  no 
longer  deny  God's  call  on  their  life. 

Some  of  the  outreach  is  physical.  All  of  it  is  spiri- 
tual. Some  deals  in  the  hard  realities  of  food,  clothing, 
and  medical  care. 

All  of  it  resides  in  the  love  of  Christ.  Much  of  the 
story  of  outreach  takes  place  right  next  door  and  some 
in  the  far  reaches  of  the  world. 

All  of  the  outreach  is  situated  in  the  movement  of 
God's  Spirit  in  the  lives  of  the  people  called  Method- 
ists. It  seeks  to  follow  Jesus,  to  be  with  Jesus,  and  to 
share  the  love  of  Jesus  in  the  world. 

Evangelical  at  its  core,  this  story  of  discipleship 
and  outreach  is  a  story  of  worshipping  Jesus,  the 
one  who  will  transform  the  world  as  he  transforms 
individual  lives. 

Loving,  being  with,  making  disciples,  touching  the 
face  of  Christ.  Such  is  the  mission  story  of  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

*  Steve  Taylor  is  NC  Conference  director  of  missions. 


Mission  outreach  around  the  NC  Conference  is  extensive,  incredibly  creative,  and  far-reaching. 
The  pages  that  follow  tell  some  of  the  stories.  However,  there  were  many  exciting  mission  stories 
and  opportunities  that  could  not  be  included*  These  stories  of  hope  and  proclamation  of  the  love 
of  Christ  are  on  the  NC  Conference  Mission  web  site  at:  http://nccmission.org/missionportraits.htm. 


+  Edgerton  Memorial  UMC  Food  Pantry  -  a  ministry  that  has 

distributed  the  equivalent  of  548,120  meals  and  served  22,687  people. 
For  information  on  the  ministry  call:  (919)  965-2767 

+  Fairmont  UMC  -  "Live  from  Fairmont.  It's  Sunday  night!"  -  A  special 
worship  ministry  in  Raleigh,  http://www.fairmontumc.org 

+  Open  Arms  United  Methodist  Church  -  Learn  about  mission- 
ary Vickie  Sigmon's  ministry  at  an  inter-city  congregation  in  Winston- 
Salem.  For  more  information  contact:  openarmsumc@intrex.net 

"4"  Project  AGAPE  -  A  joint  ministry  in  Armenia  as  described  through  a 
volunteer's  experience,  http://nccmission.org/project_agape.htm 


Hr  Society  Of St  Andrew  -  A  ministry  of  producers,  distributors,  donors, 
and  volunteer  gleaners,  http://www.endhunger.org/north_carolina.htm 

"4"  Stop  Hunger  NOW-  This  international  food  ministry  provides  the  op- 
portunity for  people  of  all  ages  to  come  together  to  package  nutritious 
meals  for  the  world's  hungry,  http://www.stophungernow.org 

HH  WARM  -  Wilmington  Area  Rebuilding  Ministry  is  an  ecumenical  and 
multi-faceted  ministry  of  construction,  love,  and  outreach.  For  informa- 
Jon,  call  the  WARM  office  at:  91 0-762-2583 

Hr  ZOE  -  Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor  serves  vulnerable  children  in  south- 
ern Africa  through  a  variety  of  programs,  http://www.zoeministry.org 
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Five  pathways  to  (w)holistic  mission  in  Liberia 


Today,  many  in  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence, continue  in  the  mission  effort  birthed  al- 
most 200  years  ago  when  Melville  B.  Cox,  the 
pastor  of  Edenton  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  left  Raleigh  and  sailed  for  Africa. 

Cox  landed  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Paul's  River 
in  Liberia  in  1833,  and,  in  the  five  months  before 
his  death,  planted  a  church  and  established  the 
plans  for  three  missions  and  an  academy  in  Mon- 
rovia. 

Today,  across  Liberia,  his  story  is  remembered 
and  revered.  "Though  a  thousand  may  fall,"  his  re- 
quested epitaph  for  his  headstone  reads,  "let  not  Af- 
rica be  given  up!" 

When  the  Missions  Committee  at  Edenton 
Street  met  to  design  a  mission  program  to  serve 
the  people  of  Liberia,  they  made  a  decision  to 
have  a  balanced  approach  called  the  "Five  Path- 
ways to  (W) holistic  Mission  in  Liberia."  The 
five  areas  are:  Medical-Health-Nutrition,  Edu- 
cation, Agriculture,  Self  Help  and  Evangelism. 

Medical-Health-Nutrition 

Conference  work  team  members  have  de- 
livered over  $650,000  of  donated  pharmaceuticals. 
These  drugs  offer  life  to  thousands  who  venture  to  the 
Ganta  United  Methodist  Hospital,  a  medical  facility 
servicing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  from  three 
different  countries. 

During  a  recent  two-week  mission  trip,  Dr.  Brownie 
McLeod  of  Lumberton  saw  hundreds  of  patients.  Dr. 
McLeod  stated,  "I've  never  seen  such  need.  I'll  practice 
all  my  life  in  America  and  never  see  the  kind  of  medi- 
cal emergencies  that  were  a  daily  occurrence  in  Libe- 
ria. When  you  serve  there,  you  truly  understand  what 
it  means  to  see  Jesus  in  the  least." 

A  donated/ refurbished  full  body  X-ray  machine  was 
installed  by  two  Edenton  Street  members,  and  a  refur- 
bished autoclave  (sterilizer)  was  shipped  last  Septem- 
ber and  is  currently  being  installed. 

A  NC  Conference  funded  program  called  NIP 
(Nutrition  Improvement  Program)  has  been  initiated. 
At  eight  charge  conferences  on  the  Gompa  District, 
training  for  the  growing,  harvesting,  and  processing  of 
dried  leaves  from  the  Moringa  tree  was  conducted  for 
farmers  and  villagers. 

Moringa  leaves  have  high  nutritional  value  and 
when  included  with  the  daily  fare  of  nursing  moth- 
ers, both  the  mother  and  infant  child  can  obtain 
acceptable  levels  of  nutrition  in  just  a  few  weeks. 

Education 

To  escape  poverty,  it  is  necessary  that  children  re- 
ceive an  education.  Churches  of  the  NC  Conference 
have  assisted  in  the  construction  of  a  school  in  San- 
niquellie  and  one  in  Lepula. 

Since  2004,  tens  of  thousands  of  primary  and  sec- 
ondary school  textbooks  have  been  collected  from 
across  the  Conference,  shipped  to  Liberia  and  then 
distributed  by  the  Liberian  Annual  Conference. 

In  the  last  six  months  of  2006,  75  tons  of  textbooks 
were  shipped  from  the  MERCI  Center  in  Goldsboro. 
In  a  country  that  has  been  almost  devastated  by  civil 
war,  education  and  faith  are  the  pathways  to  a  more 
peace-filled  future. 

In  the  area  of  higher  education,  "The  Dr.  Vernon 
and  Martha  Tyson  Medical  Scholarship  Fund"  was 
created.  When  Dr.  Tyson  was  in  Liberia  in  2000,  he 
became  aware  of  promising  students  who  were  quali- 
fied and  interested  in  going  to  medical  school. 

Churches  and  individuals  in  North  Carolina  have 


currently  provided  the  funding  for  two  students  to  at- 
tend medical  school.  As  funds  become  available,  ad- 
ditional scholarships  will  be  awarded  to  students  wish- 
ing to  pursue  medical  careers. 

Agriculture  <£  Self  Help 

A  country  that  has  80%  unemployment  and  an 
80%  poverty  level  must  learn  how  to  feed  itself.  NC 
Conference  has  been  a  regular  partner  in  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  (UMCOR)  Sustain- 
able Agriculture  and  Development  Program. 

The  "Farmer  Field  School"  concept  utilizes  experi- 
enced and  proven  farmers  from  other  African  coun- 
tries to  train  Liberian  subsistence  farmers  and  villagers 
in  improved  agricultural  practices. 

A  women's  and  children's  self  help  effort  in  agri- 
culture is  called  WOCHIDO.  UMCOR  has  worked 
with  this  group  in  improving  their  agricultural  prac- 
tices. Funds  have  been  provided  for  the  group  to  in- 
stall a  well  in  the  middle  of  their  farming  area. 

Drip  irrigation  kits  have  been  shipped  so  that  the 
women  and  children  can  irrigate  their  crops  during 
the  dry  season  and  take  advantage  of  premium  prices 
for  their  vegetable  crops. 


Self  help  schools  are  built  primarily  with  Libe- 
rians'  own  labor.  Micro-finance  programs  give  Li- 
berians  experience  in  "building"  a  small  business. 

Evangelism 

In  1997,  Jim  Perry,  a  member  of  Edenton 
Street,  and  a  primary  planner  and  sustainer  of 
the  Liberian  outreach  efforts,  met  Rev.  Samp- 
son Nyanti  in  the  Danane  Refugee  Camp  in  the 
Ivory  Coast.  Nyanti  and  other  Liberian  United 
Methodist  pastors  had  formed  "congregations" 
of  people  grouped  by  the  villages  from  which 
they  had  fled. 

After  the  refugees  returned  to  their  homes,  Rev. 
Nyanti  felt  the  need  to  go  to  each  of  those  villages 
in  Liberia  and  "plant"  churches.  He  needed  travel 
money.  Perry  stated,  "We  gave  him  $200  for  trans- 
portation costs.  It  was  the  best  200  mission  dollars 
we  have  ever  spent!" 

Ten  years  later,  Rev.  Nyanti  has  been  tapped  to 
succeed  Rev.  Herbert  Zigbuo,  who  is  retiring,  as 
Ganta  Mission  Station  Superintendent,  and  he 
continues  to  travel  to  remote  villages  planting 
new  United  Methodist  Churches. 


Children  of  Jesus 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  dramatic  ministries  in  a 
country  framed  by  drama,  is  the  NC  Conference  part- 
nership with  NC  missionary  Frido  Kinkolenge. 

As  a  GBGM  Missioner  of  Hope,  Kinkolenge  be- 
gan several  effective  children's  ministries.  Even  as  civil 
war  escalated  in  2002-03,  he  continued  to  minister  to 
children,  most  of  whom  had  lost  parents  and  homes  to 
the  violence  that  swept  through  the  country. 

Following  the  fighting,  Kinkolenge  began  working 
with  ex-combatant  children.  Many  had  been  pressed 
into  the  military  as  early  as  age  six  and  had  been  fight- 
ing on  and  off  for  ten  years.  Kinkolenge  said,  "When 
the  children  came  to  our  ministry,  all  they  knew  was 
to  kill  one  another.  We  taught  them  that  they  were  the 
children  of  Jesus  and  that  they  had  been  created  not  to 
kill,  but  to  love." 

When  the  GBGM  support  ended  in  2005,  church- 
es and  individuals  throughout  the  NC  Conference 
continued  the  funding  to  keep  these  programs  opera- 
tional. "It  was  obvious  to  us  that  this  outstanding  pro- 

See  "Liberia,  "page  10 


Bishop  Gwinn  shared  word  of  God's  love 

In  November  2006,  Bishop  Gwinn  attended  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting  in  Maputo,  Mozambique. 
While  in  Africa,  he  also  visited  UMC  ministries  in  Zimbabwe,  Zambia,  and  Liberia.  Bishop  Gwinn 
and  his  wife  Joyce  spent  four  days  visiting  churches  and  ministries  of  the  Liberian  Annual  Conference. 

In  almost  every  church,  scores  of  children  gathered.  Sometimes  the  children  sang,  other  times  they 
simply  offered  a  greeting,  and  at  every  stop,  the  NC  del- 
egation was  overwhelmed  at  the  beauty  of  their  spirit  in 
the  midst  of  such  catastrophic  loss. 

Amid  broken,  splintered  pews  and  bullet-holed  walls, 
Bishop  Gwinn  offered  to  each  of  them  a  word  of  hope: 
"You  are  loved  so  much  by  God.  You  see,  you  are 

the  only  one  of  you  that  God  has  ever  made.  I  want 

you  to  do  something.  I  want  you  to  hug  yourself. 
This  is  a  reminder  to  you  to  know  that  God  loves  you, 

whether  you  are  feeling  good  or  feeling  bad.  So  every- 
day, when  you  hug  yourself  this  will  remind  you  that 

Jesus  will  make  a  way  when  there  is  no  way,  and  he 

will  never  leave  you.  You  are  a  wonder  of  God,  and 

you  have  blessed  us. " 
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Rockingham  District  Native  American 
Cooperative  Ministry  responds  to  God's 
call  through  a  range  of  programs 


With  a  focus  on  "Every  Member  in  Ministry,"  the 
Rockingham  District  Native  American  Cooperative 
Ministry  (RDNACM)  believes  that  every  church's 
goal  is  to  bring  people  into  a  ministry  where  they  can 
realize  and  respond  to  God's  call  on  their  lives. 

The  RDNACM,  begun  in  1995,  equips  its  13  Na- 
tive American  congregations  with  tools  empowering 
them  to  work  effectively  and  cooperatively. 

"Almost  immediately,  we  began  to  do  local  mission 
projects  such  as  home  renovations,  roof  replacements, 
and  emergency  repairs.  This  new  energy  came  from  a 
strong  partnership  with  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Agency  for  Native  American  Ministry  (SEJANAM) 
and  the  mission  work  done  in  Bolivia  since  1995. 
The  need  was  so  great  that  we  were  able  to  buy  a  large 
trailer  stocked  with  tools,  purchased  by  the  member 
churches  of  the  cooperative,  to  do  the  work,"  recalled 
Gary  Locklear;  General  Board  of  Global  Missions 
Missionary  -  Church  and  Community  Worker. 

Soon  the  RDNACM  was  reaching  out  beyond  local 
projects  to  Alaska,  Washington,  West  Virginia,  South 
Carolina  and  most  recently  to  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi to  Hurricane  Katrina  relief.  As  others  learned  of 
the  mission  team  effort,  they  sought  to  become  part  of 
the  ministry  that  was  making  a  difference  in  the  lives 
of  many  families  in  many  places. 

RDNACM  has  a  wide  range  of  programs  meeting 
the  needs  of  people  in  their  communities: 

•  Food  distribution:  More  than  900,000  pounds  of 
food  has  been  distributed  through  the  member 
churches  in  the 
past  four  years  to 
needy  families. 
West  Robeson, 
Collins  Chapel, 
Coharie  and 
Grace  UMC's 
are  examples  of 
churches  that 
are  serving  their 
communities. 

•  Faith-based 
group-home  for 
persons  with 
mental  and 
physical  disabil- 
ities: Locklear 
notes,  "Hope- 
fully by  the  end  of  2007  the  new  group  home 
in  Pembroke  will  be  up  and  functioning  with  six 
residents  finding  permanent  residence."  Member 
churches  currently  provide  a  Christmas  Day  cel- 
ebration for  the  residents  of  the  group  homes  in 
Robeson  County.  The  celebration  is  particularly 
important,  as  without  families  to  care  for  them, 
this  would  otherwise  be  a  time  of  deep  loneliness 
and  depression. 

•  Clergy  and  lay  leadership  development:  Recently, 
the  clergy  of  the  RDNACM  entered  a  covenant 
to  spend  more  time  together  in  prayer  and  study 
to  strengthen  their  congregations  and  personal 
spiritual  development.  A  lay  leadership  team  was 
also  developed  to  strengthen  the  laity. 

•  Young  adult  ministries:  Young  adults  sponsor  an 
annual  gospel  singing  to  bring  together  the  talent 
from  each  of  the  local  churches.  And  basketball 
and  softball  programs  are  offered.  Though  their 


play  is  successful,  more  important  is  their  experience 
of  Christian  fellowship  and  leadership  development. 

•  Youth  ministries:  Annually,  RDNACM  sponsors 
an  "Honor  Service"  to  recognize  the  accomplish- 
ments of  persons  that  have  made  outstanding 
strides  in  the  community  or  church.  The  Honor 
Service  has  its  roots  in  Native  American  tradition 
whereby  persons  are  recognized  for  excellence  in 
a  particular  area.  Drama  and  music  ministries  are 
offered.  Youth  have  participated  in  Pilgrimage, 
Teen  Empowerment,  and  the  RDNACM  Annual 
Youth  Rally.  Prospect  UMC  has  a  strong  partner- 
ship with  a  local  school  and  annually  provides  Re- 
ligious Emphasis  Week  services  for  the  students. 
Ashpole  UMC  partners  with  the  local  school  of- 
fering their  sanctuary  for  services  and  working  to 
meet  the  needs  of  disadvantaged  children. 

•  Higher  education:  Each  year,  the  cooperative  spon- 
sors a  "Vocations  Conference"  to  expose  youth  to 
the  various  Christian  vocations.  This  event  pro- 
vides an  opportunity  for  youth  leaders  to  help  high 
school  juniors  and  seniors  with  planning  for  col- 
lege and  financial  aid. 

•  Children's  ministries:  "Our  children  will  always 
be  a  strong  area  of  focus,"  says  Locklear.  Hickory 
Grove  UMC  offers  an  after-school  tutoring  pro- 
gram. This  year,  Sandy  Plains  UMC  is  expanding 
its  Christian  daycare  from  48  to  96  students  with 

the  construction 
of  a  new  facility 
and  was  chosen 
as  one  of  the  Ru- 
ral Churches  to 
become  a  teach- 
ing model  church 
for  Rural  Minis- 
try through  the 
Duke  Endow- 
ment. 

Evangelism: 
Branch  Street 
UMC  is  reach- 
ing out  to  fami- 
lies who  live  in 
|  l  the  public  hous- 
ing surrounding 
the  church.  This  effort  will  serve  as  a  model  for 
other  churches  of  the  cooperative.  First  UMC  of 
Pembroke  is  reaching  out  to  many  of  the  7,000 
students  who  attend  the  UNC  -  Pembroke.  First 
UMC  also  offers  "Sacred  Pathways"  -  a  ministry 
that  serves  the  needy,  homeless,  and  those  suffer- 
ing from  chemical  dependency. 

Churches  in  the  NC  Conference  support  the  efforts 
of  RDNACM  through  celebration  of  Native  Ameri- 
can Ministries  Sunday  (April  22,  2007).  It  serves  as 
a  springboard  to  tell  the  story  of  Native  American 
ministries  and  also  serves  as  a  method  of  supporting 
the  ministries  financially.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.umcgiving.org. 

Locklear  said,  "Deep  thanks  to  the  many  congrega- 
tions and  persons  who  volunteer  their  time,  talents, 
services  and  finances  to  make  this  ministry  a  success 
for  the  people  that  serve  and  are  being  served  by  this 
ministry.  You  are  a  portrait  of  the  love  of  Jesus." 


Living  the  Word  - 
A  ministry  of 
community  and  life 

"Back  in  the  day,  we  used  to  have  our  church  ser- 
vices three  Sundays  out  of  four.  On  that  fourth  Sun- 
day, we'd  go  to  visit  other  people's  services,  and  our 
pastor  could  go  elsewhere  to  preach  or  visit  too.  Now 
we  don't  get  around  like  that.  It's  a  shame,"  said  one 
of  the  members  of  a  unique  group  of  20  from  rural 
Orange  County. 

This  unique  group  is  called  "Living  the  Word."  It 
is  an  experimental  rural  church  development  program 
funded  by  the  Duke  Endowment  through  the  NC 
Conference  Office  of  Missions  in  partnership  with  the 
NC  Council  of  Churches. 

In  2006  and  2007,  the  group  is  meeting  regularly 
across  denominational  and  ethnic  traditions  to  forge 
friendships,  grow  together  spiritually,  and  become  a 
mustard  seed  for  renewed  community  life.  The  pro- 
gram brings  folk  together  across  congregations  and 
other  lines. 

The  Duke  Endowment  hopes  that  from  this  experi- 
ment, more  can  be  learned  about  strengthening  rural 
communities.  A  version  of  Living  the  Word  may  be 
expanded  to  other  locations. 

Designed  to  bring  four  nearby  congregations  into 
long-term  partnership,  Living  the  Word  is  distinctive 
in  that  it  moves  outside  Methodism  to  include  two 
congregations  from  the  (African-American)  Mission- 
ary Baptist  tradition. 

Lattisville  Grove  MBC  of  Hurdle  Mills  is  modern, 
with  almost  a  megachurch  feel.  Lee's  Chapel  MBC  in 
Cedar  Grove  features  Rev.  T.E.  Taylor  as  pastor  for 
over  30  years;  Rev.  Taylor  and  Eva  Taylor  bring  long- 
time local  history  into  the  mix.  The  fourth  church  is 
Efland's  Carr  UMC  with  pastor  Brenda  Davis  and  four 
others.  Pastor  Davis  has  worked  tirelessly  to  assist  a 
member  of  the  Cedar  Grove  group  with  some  personal 
needs — an  example  of  cross-congregation  ministry. 

"Living  the  Word  is  about  building  relationships 
through  being  together  for  prayer,  meals,  sharing 
hopes  and  concerns,  and  a  form  of  dramatized  Bible 
study  we  call  animation,"  says  Barbara  Zelter  of  the 
NC  Council  of  Churches,  co-leader  of  Living  the 
Word  with  Steve  Taylor  of  the  NC  Conference  office 
of  missions. 

"When  we  call  it  an  experiment,  we  mean  it!  The 
process  evolves  as  we  go.  We  have  met  at  Anathoth 
Community  Garden  for  a  cookout  and  learned  about 
this  amazing  place  of  organic  food  production,  distri- 
bution, and  community  service.  We  are  moving  to- 
ward participating  in  each  other's  ministries,  like  a 
program  to  feed  the  homeless  led  by  Lattisville  Grove's 
Ministers  Ronnie  and  Sharkita  Torain,"  said  Zelter. 

See  "Living  the  Word,  "page  10 
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All  God's  Children  UMC-The  Place  of  Possibilities 
-A  mission  church  within  the  NC  Conference 


Aulander,  North  Carolina  is  a  small  town  located  in 
rural  Bertie  County  and  home  to  approximately  1200 
men,  women  and  children.  It  is  a  diverse  communi- 
ty living  in  the  midst  of  profound  poverty.  Once  an 
affluent  farming  community,  this  district  now  has  high 
unemployment,  crime  in  the  streets,  rampant  drug 
addiction,  and  low  test  scores. 

In  1997,  the  Rev.  Laura  G.  Early  accepted  a  chal- 
lenge to  reach  out  to  the  poverty-stricken  families  of 
Aulander.  Programs  and  ministries  to  meet  this  chal- 
lenge grew  out  of  an  old  abandoned  church,  cleaned 
up  and  renamed  All  God's  Children  UMC. 

In  the  early  days,  Early  focused  primarily  on  specific 
needs.  She  and  a  few  exuberant  volunteer-servants  de- 
veloped an  after-school  program  which  quickly  grew 
into  a  children's  choir.  A  preschool  followed,  along 
with  a  drama  team  and  youth  service  group. 

A  weekly  food  and  clothing  distribution  developed, 
along  with  a  continuous  elder-care  ministry.  A  sports 
ministry  called  HOOPS  brought  youth  off  the  streets. 

Early  remembers  the  beginning,  "Each  day  I  would 
go  to  the  church  early  in  the  morning,  because  on 
many  days,  the  parts  of  the  facility  that  worked  yester- 
day were  no  longer  working  today.  It  seemed  a  good 
metaphor  for  the  community  at  large  —  there  was  so 
much  brokenness  and  need  in  the  physical  build- 
ing, in  the  impoverished  community,  and  in  the  op- 
pression of  people's  spirits.  But  I  knew  that  if  we  just 
continued  to  embrace  God's  promise,  that  God  wants 
everyone  to  reach  their  potential  and  then  give  him 
the  glory  in  it,  we  would  see  the  miraculous.  We  held 
on  to  Jeremiahs  claim  that  like  Jacob,  these  children 
are  loved  and  valued  and  have  a  great  work  to  do  for 
God  -  even  in  the  midst  of  utter  turmoil.  Others  saw 


"Teddy  Bears"  drama  and  music  group  performing  at  All  God's  Children  UMC. 


it  and  were  excited  about  what  was  going  on." 

As  the  programs  and  ministries  grew,  so  did  the 
children.  Encouraged  by  Early,  the  staff,  and  the  con- 
gregation, some  children  ventured  out  with  newly-dis- 
covered spirits,  seeking  opportunity.  Many  grew  into 
leaders  in  the  church,  taking  active  parts  in  all  facets  of 
the  ministry  -  the  music  and  youth  ministries,  Junior 
Senate,  and  leadership  development. 

The  spirit  of  All  God's  Children  UMC  drew  atten- 
tion throughout  the  NC  Conference  and  beyond. 

Members  John  &  Gladys  Wyse  heard  of  All  God's 
Children  while  living  in  Manteo.  The  couple  had  spe- 
cifically chosen  to  retire  in  Manteo  for  its  desirable  loca- 
tion and  hospitable  accommodations.  But  they  began 
to  feel  a  restlessness  of  spirit.  It  was  during  this  time 


ZOE  ministry  offers  hope  to  orphans 


Currently  there  are  12  million  orphans  living  in 
Africa.  By  2010  there  will  be  40  million  -  equal  to 
the  number  of  school  children  in  America.  Who 
will  care  for  these  children? 

The  Rev.  Greg  Jenks  of  Clayton  is  leading  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  in  embrac- 
ing these  suffering  children.  The  vision  of  ZOE 
Ministry  includes: 

•  Establishing  care  for  AIDS  orphans  in  coopera- 
tion with  UM  ministries  in  Zimbabwe. 

•  Linking  churches  with  UM  ministries  caring 
for  orphans  in  Zimbabwe. 


•  Coordinating  work-teams  from  the  US. 
The  ZOE  ministry  was  established  3  years  ago 

and  already  has  accomplished  much: 

•  Approximately  15,000  children  receive  food 
through  the  feeding  program  in  Zimbabwe. 
For  some  of  these  children  this  is  the  only 
meal  they  receive  on  some  days. 

•  Over  1,500  children  have  received  school 
fees  and  uniforms.  Hundreds  of  orphans 
have  received  blankets. 

•  Sewing  projects  are  being  established  to 
empower  the  community  as  they  are  paid  to 

produce  the  uniforms  for  ZOE. 
$120,000    in    school  supplies 
donated  through  VBS  project. 
Over     $500,000     of  medical 
supplies  donated.  3,000  children 
received  medical  care  in  2006. 
Three  youth  camps  for  orphans 
were  held  with  children  professing 
faith  in  Christ  at  each  camp. 
ZOE  is  a  major  sponsor  of  the 
Epworth  AIDS  Ministry. 
Through  the  Giving  Hope  Model 
of  empowerment,  ZOE  will  train 
families  of  orphans  to  be  self- 
sufficient.  This  process  takes  2-3 
years  per  family. 

www.zoeministry.org 


that  they  first  visited  All  God's  Children  UMC.  It  was 
all  God  needed. 

"Jesus  told  us  'take  no  thought  for  tomorrow.'  What 
good  advice,  even  though  it  is  not  easy  to  do.  Being  in- 
volved at  All  God's  Children  has  been  a  life-changing 
experience  for  us!"  Gladys  exclaimed. 

Initially,  they  were  involved  from  a  distance,  how- 
ever, it  wasn't  long  before  they  sold  their  retirement 
home  in  Manteo  and  moved  to  Aulander  where  they 
became  deeply  engaged  in  the  ministry. 

"This  is  what  church  is  about  for  us.  Every  day  there 
is  a  reason  to  be  thankful  that  God  found  us  worthy 
of  re-directing  our  carefully  laid  plans.  There  is  an  in- 
credible caring  spirit  here  which  is  reflected  in  daily 
activities.  This  is  really  a  needy  area,  but  something  is 
being  done  about  it.  Our  involvement  has  been  truly 
the  most  fulfilling  in  our  lives.  We  thank  God  for  the 
changes  in  us,  for  the  awesome  love  and  acceptance  we 
have  felt  here,  from  the  church  and  community." 

So  now,  ten  years  later,  the  challenge  continues.  The 
seed  of  hope  has  generated  a  vision  for  this  Aulander 
community.  The  vision  is  a  new  facility,  a  place  to  ex- 
pand the  programs  and  ministries  of  All  God's  Children 
under  one  roof  -  "The  Place  of  Possibilities." 

Construction  of  the  building  will  bring  this  com- 
munity together  in  one  place  each  day  of  the  week  for 
meals,  food  and  clothing  distribution,  sporting  events, 
Bible  study,  senior  adults,  classes  in  dance,  gymnastics, 
martial  arts,  basketball,  weight  training,  preschool  and 
after-school  care. 

As  Early  noted,  "When  we  are  being  available  to  the 
children  and  the  community,  consistency  is  incredibly 
important.  With  the  accessibility  and  daily  ministry 
the  Place  of  Possibilities  will  bring,  we  can  quadru- 
ple our  ministry  outreach.  It  will  be  a  place  that  affirms 
what  the  children  are  good  at,  rather  than  making  them 
into  what  we  are  good  at.  It  will  meet  them  where  they 
are,  which  is  always  the  place  where  Jesus  meets  us.  It 
will  be  a  place  of  excellence  and  of  worship!" 

"The  Place  of  Possibilities"  is  becoming  a  reality. 
Groundbreaking  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  wondrous 
ministry  of  outreach.  It  is  a  proclamation  of  the  love 
of  Jesus  for  Aulander,  a  community  that  is  a  place  of 
God's  endless  possibilities. 

For  more  information,  call  (252)  345-1077. 
Donations  can  be  sent  to: 

Place  of  Possibilities  -  UM  Foundation 

All  God  s  Children  United  Methodist  Church 

P.O.  Box  69 

Aulander  NC  27805 
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Peru  Covenant:  "We  must  pray  together,  support  one 
another,  and  exchange  experiences....  We  walk  together. 


In  1990,  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
and  the  Iglesia  Metodista  Del  Peru  entered  into  a  cov- 
enant community  called  the  Peru  Covenant.  Since 
this  historic  proclamation,  the  people  of  the  NC  Con- 
ference have  partnered  with  their  Peruvian  brothers 
and  sisters  in  constructing  church  buildings,  feeding 
orphaned  street  children,  presenting  vacation  Bible 
schools,  providing  medical  teams  and  health  care  for 
impoverished  areas,  and  assisting  in  many  other  min- 
istries. The  Peruvians  have  provided  pastor  exchanges, 
missionary  support,  and  the  wisdom  and  faith  that  al- 
ways flows  from  the  struggle  on  the  margins. 


The  Peru  Covenant  has  come  full  circle,  with  each 
community  living  into  this  point  of  integrated  minis- 
try, such  that  the  Reverend  Lucho  Reinoso,  himself  a 
child  of  Peru,  now  chairs  the  Peru  Covenant  Team. 

One  of  the  key  participants  in  this  ministry  is  South- 
ern Pines  United  Methodist  Church.  The  church's 
work  in  Peru  has  included  three  components:  doing 
manual  labor,  conducting  a  free  medical  clinic,  and 
leading  a  Sunday  afternoon  children's  activity.  They 
have  worked  at  a  small  United  Methodist  Church 
at  Jose  Olaya,  a  shanty  town  about  45  minutes  from 
Lima.  With  the  help  of  a  United  Methodist  Volun- 
teer in  Mission  team  from  the  Mis- 
souri Annual  Conference  and  grants 
from  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  land  was  purchased  and 
a  Christian  education  building  was 
constructed.  Work  has  now  begun  on 
a  new  sanctuary  that  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  2007-08. 

Southern  Pines  UMC,  joined  by 
other  churches  through  Rainbow 
Covenant  Advance  giving,  has  birthed 
a  free  medical  clinic.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  Peruvian  doctor,  Raul  Diaz, 
about  400  men,  women,  and  children 
were  seen  last  year.  Medicines  were 
purchased  at  a  local  pharmacy  from 
donations  by  the  Southern  Pines  con- 
gregation. Each  family  also  received 
a  health  kit  which  contained  tooth- 


brushes, toothpaste,  soap,  and  band  aids.  Dr.  Astride 
Diaz,  a  dentist,  gave  instructions  to  the  children  and 
their  parents  on  proper  brushing  techniques. 

Another  facet  of  the  Peru  Covenant  has  been  the 
strong  commitment  to  training,  teaching,  and  semi- 
nary relationship.  Envisioned  in  1987  by  Professor 
Fred  Herzog  and  Dr.  Mark  Wethington,  the  exchange 
of  lay  people  and  pastors  has  been  a  cornerstone  of 
the  covenant.  In  2006,  as  in  previous  years,  a  group  of 
Duke  Divinity  School  students  went  to  Peru  during 
spring  break.  Six  students  were  accompanied  by  the 
Rev.  Christopher  Barrett,  UMC  pastor  in  Manning, 
S.C.,  Dr.  Kristin  Herzog,  widow  of  Professor  Fred- 
erick Herzog  who  initiated  the  exchange  with  Peru 
in  1987,  the  Rev.  Tiffney  Marley,  Director  of  Black 
Church  Studies  in  the  Divinity  School,  and  Prof.  Su- 
san Eastman,  Professor  of  New  Testament. 

The  group  went  to  Cusco,  near  the  Inca  temple  ru- 
ins of  Machu  Picchu  and  team-taught  a  three-day  bib- 
lical course  for  Methodist  lay  pastors  of  the  area  who 
are  indigenous  Quechua  and  Aymara  people.  They 
were  welcomed  by  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Juan  Chu- 
ra,  and  other  Methodist  leaders.  The  students  visited 
the  capital  of  Lima  and  the  Children's  Village  where 
1 00  children  who  were  traumatized  by  the  war  of  the 
1980s  have  found  a  wonderful  home. 

While  these  spring-break  exchanges  will  continue, 
there  is  a  new  connection  between  Duke  and  Peru.  In 
the  summer  of  2006,  a  Divinity  School  student  did  a 

See  "Peru  Covenant,  "page  10 


Wholeness  for  adults  with  mental  and  physical  handicaps 
offered  through  La  Esperanza  program  in  Santiago,  Chile 


"I ...  appreciate  all  of  the  love  and  care  that  you  give  my  son  Jesus; 
he  also  loves  all  of  you  a  lot.  The  workshop  is  the  best  place  that  he  has. 

As  a  father,  the  opportunity  that  you  give  me  to  be  part  of  a  group  so  rich  in  spirituality 
and  Christian  values  makes  me  very  happy.  The  retreat  in  El  Tabo  was  fantastic. 

The  best  part  was  the  sharing. . .  the  way  we  mixed  all  together  like  a  real  family,  sharing 
our  sorrows  and  our  joys  in  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  acceptance. . . ." 

-Jesus  Cruz,  father  of  workshop  participant  Jesus  Cruz  Ga  llano. 


La  Esperanza  (Spanish  for  "hope')  is  a  sheltered  work- 
shop and  group  home  for  adults  with  mentally  and 
physically  handicapping  conditions  in  Santiago,  Chile. 
Wholeness  is  the  goal  for  the  participants  as  well  as  their 
families;  workshops  and  retreats  are  organized  to  enable 
parents  to  have  the  support  system  that  they  need. 

La  Esperanza  expanded  from  the  John  Wesley 
School  for  Handicapped  Students.  In  2002,  the  shel- 
tered workshop  opened  its  doors  offering  a  daily  min- 
istry of  education,  social  development,  work  and  fam- 
ily growth  opportunities  exclusively  for  adults  with 
developmental  disabilities. 

Rev.  Shana  Harrison,  a  member  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Conference,  is  the  director  of  La  Esperanza.  As  di- 
rector she  is  many  things  -  nurse,  accountant,  teacher, 
chaplain  or  cook.  Her  path  to  this  place  in  her  life 
took  her  from  her  home  in  Arkansas  to  Duke  Uni- 
versity; from  being  a  Volunteer  in  Mission  to  com- 
missioned missionary;  from  Durham  to  Santiago;  and 
from  student  to  what  some  call  being  the  "principal." 

In  2003,  after  discovering  that  that  two  of  the  La  > 
Esperanza  participants  were  being  sexually  abused  in 
the  facility  where  they  lived,  Reverend  Harrison  knew 
a  "safe"  alternative  was  needed.  After  carefully  maneu- 
vering through  the  obstacles  of  starting  a  new  facility, 
the  La  Esperanza  Group  Home  was  established.  This 
haven  provides  a  place  for  those  whose  families  cannot 


take  care  of  their  loved  ones  for  varied  reasons. 

"Being  with  'my  brothers  and  sisters'  in  the  group 
home  makes  me  happy  because  it  is  my  house,"  said 
Edith  Sanchez,  one  of  five  residents  who  lives  in  the 
group  home.  Because  there  are  not  many  homes  of  its 
kind  in  Santiago,  there  is  a  waiting  list  for  those  wish- 
ing to  become  a  resident  of  this  remarkable  place. 

La  Esperanza  reaches  out  to  more  than  those  in 
Santiago.  Volunteer  groups  from  around  the  U.S. 
have  come  as  work  teams  to  do  needed  repairs  on  the 
house,  group  home  and  other  schools  and  churches  in 
the  area.  A  special  blessing  awaits  those  who  "walk  a 
mile"  in  another's  shoes. 

A  spiritual  journey  from  North  Carolina  to  La  Es- 
peranza will  take  place  April  20  -  May  2.  Space  is  still 
available.  For  information  and  reservations,  contact 
Becky  Biegger  at  beckybiegger@nccumc.org  or  call 
800-849-4433,  ext  256. 


"The  Workshop  means  being,  conversing,  working  and  eating  with  my  friends. 
I'm  glad  to  be  here."  -  Mariela  Celedon,  resident 


Rev.  Shana  Harrison  (standing  right)  with  Carlos  Ruiz. 
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Gift  of  land  offers  Robeson  County  Church  and 
Community  Center  room  to  expand  ministries 


Anticipation  was  in  the  air  at  the  Robeson  Coun- 
ty Church  and  Community  Center.  On  December 
29,  2006  a  deed  was  signed  giving  18  acres  of  prop- 
erty on  West  Fifth  Street  in  Lumberton  to  RCCCC 
by  Lumberton  Motors,  the  corporation  that  owns 
Lumberton  Ford  and  Mercury,  Inc.  The  land 
includes  access  to  the  Lumber  River. 

A  relationship  was  forged  between  the  RCCCC 
and  the  dealership  back  in  summer  of  2005  when 
the  RCCCC 
Thrift  Store 
was  looking 
for  a  place  to 
expand.  The 
former  truck 
sales  building 
was  selected, 
and  through 
a  grant  from 
the  Duke  En- 
dowment, the 
building  was 
refurbished. 

Rev.  Jane 
Esdale,  execu- 
tive director  of 
RCCCC,  said, 

"This  gift  is  a  real  shot  in  the  arm  for  our  ministry.  We 
have  realized  for  some  time  that  our  current  location 
has  some  real  drawbacks  -  lack  of  good  accessibility 
for  handicapped  people  and  inadequate  space  for  food 
storage  that  limits  our  abilities  to  distribute  food  —  just 
to  name  two." 

The  new  facility  will  enhance  the  ability  of  the  Cen- 
ter to  continue  its  ministries  to  some  of  the  most  bro- 


Living  the  Word  from  i 

John  Hughes,  Lay  Leader  of  Cedar  Grove  UMC,  is 
one  of  his  church's  Living  the  Word  members,  along 
with  Pastor  Grace  Hackney  and  three  others. 

In  a  journal  the  group  keeps  to  record  ongoing 
observations,  Hughes  wrote,  "I  have  lived  in  Cedar 
Grove  for  32  years  and  I  have,  for  that  long,  longed 
for  the  various  parts  of  the  community  to  merge  and 
work  for  a  common  good.  I  feel  this  is  a  God-driven 
opportunity  for  this  to  happen — I  hope  the  love  and 
enthusiasm  of  this  weekend  will  carry  on  with  us." 

"Worshipping,  planning,  and  serving  together 
across  cultural  and  religious  lines  is  a  challenging  and 
exciting  venture,"  says  Zelter.  "We  believe  it  is  the 
kind  of  reconciliation  and  embodiment  of  faith  that 
we  are  called  to  as  Christians." 


Liberia  from  page  6 

gram  needed  to  be  continued,"  said  Perry.  The  "Feed 
My  Lambs"  program  (feeding  and  literacy  training  for 
street  children)  and  the  "Brighter  Future  -  Children's 
Rescue  Center"  (vocational  training  for  ex-combatants) 
are,  today,  both  functional  and  highly  successful. 

Standing  at  the  site  of  an  education  center  he  de- 
veloped with  the  help  of  people  from  the  NC  Con- 
ference, Kinkolenge  smiled  and  said,  "What  the  NC 
Conference  does  here  is  so  very  important.  Without 
jobs  and  without  Jesus,  these  children  are  lost.  You  see, 
the  future  of  Liberia  is  now." 


ken  peoples  in  the  United  States.  Robeson  County  is 
the  second  most  diverse  rural  county  in  the  nation  and 
the  third  most  impoverished  for  counties  of  its  size. 

There  are  many  dreams  for  the  new  space,  including 
a  "free  choice"  pantry  which  will  provide  fresh  goods 
and  vegetables,  increased  capacity  for  literacy  training, 
a  larger  medical  equipment  loan  ministry,  job  training 
facilities,  and  a  small  business  incubation  ministry. 
Through  a  deeply  dedicated  staff  (many  working 

at  wages  less 
than  the  Liv- 
able Income 
Standard) 
and  many 
volunteers, 
the  Center 
continues  to 
meet  Jesus  in 
the  faces  of 
the  hungry 
and  thirsty 
and  stranger. 

Through- 
out the  year, 
youth  and 
adult  work- 
teams  jour- 
ney to  the  Church  and  Community  Center  to  assist 
with  home  repair  and  construction.  Youth  groups  and 
Wesley  Foundations  have  made  this  a  regular  part  of 
their  outreach  ministry. 

Conference  Mission  Director,  Steve  Taylor,  noted, 
"I  continue  to  meet  men  and  women  around  our  state 
and  nation  who  tell  me  that  their  lives  were  changed 
because  of  the  faith  experiences  they  had  in  their  youth 
while  on  a  work  team  at  the  Robeson  County  Church 
and  Community  Center." 

"I  often  hear  of  how  they  came  thinking  they  were 
bringing  the  love  of  God,  only  to  find  that  it  was  they 
who  were  transformed  through  the  faith  of  the  elderly 
and  poor  on  whose  houses  they  worked.  They  came 
to  bring  Jesus,  and  they  found  he  was  already  here," 
he  added. 

United  Methodist  Women  are  strong  contributors 
to  Robeson  County  Church  and  Community  Cen- 
ter. Their  contributions  have  refurbished  the  Retreat 
House  and  provided  volunteers  at  the  Home  Store. 
They  collect  hygiene  kits  and  gently  used  clothing. 


Peru  Covenant  from  9 

ten-week  internship  in  Huancayo,  in  the  Peruvian  An- 
des, working  with  two  seminaries,  one  Methodist  and 
one  ecumenical.  In  2007  there  will  be  two  students 
assigned  to  this  internship. 

In  this  mutual  journey,  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence and  the  Iglesia  Metodista  Del  Peru  have  benefited 
in  affirming  their  global  Methodist  heritage  and  con- 
nected in  worship  and  faith. 

As  the  Rev.  Sherry  Driscoll,  co-leader  of  the  South- 
ern Pines  UMC  Peru  mission  team,  said,  "One  of  the 
most  beautiful  moments  happened  last  year  when  we 
shared  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  with  the 
Comas  13  congregation.  Even  though  we  spoke  dif- 
ferent languages,  were  from  different  cultures  and  eco- 
nomic groups,  and  lived  on  different  continents,  we 
were  all  one  through  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord!  Thanks 
be  to  God!" 


Through  the  generosity  of  United  Methodist 
churches  throughout  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
RCCCC's  recent  Christmas  store  served  80  families 
representing  over  300  people.  Every  family  received 
enough  food  to  make  Christmas  dinner  and  have  ex- 
tra lunches  for  the  entire  time  their  children  were  out 
of  school.  Thirty-one  families  headed  by  grandparents 
were  assisted. 

Some  gifts  were  left  over,  so  RCCCC  shared  them 
with  the  Red  Springs  Christmas  Store  (at  a  RCCCC 
satellite  office)  and  with  the  Department  of  Social  Ser- 
vices' Christmas  outreach. 

These  ministries  will  continue  only  if  United  Meth- 
odists and  other  denominations  beyond  Robeson 
County  catch  the  vision  and  assist.  Many  NC  confer- 
ence churches  already  contribute  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  Advance  #791742. 

RCCCC  recently  experienced  financial  difficulties. 
Rev.  Esdale  noted,  "RCCCC  is  still  not  out  of  the 
woods  financially.  Its  December  2006  crisis  was  allevi- 
ated by  a  $5,000  contribution  from  NCCUMC,  over 
$29,000  from  individuals  and  churches  and  $17,000 
in  government  program  reimbursements." 

Rev.  Esdale  said,  "One  way  to  change  the  bottom 
line  is  for  more  people  to  pledge  a  regular  amount 
monthly  or  quarterly.  Even  a  few  dollars  sent  to  us 
each  month  helps  a  lot.  We  can  better  plan  our  year  if 
we  know  how  much  we  will  receive  ahead  of  time." 

In  addition  she  suggests  that  people  consider 
RCCCC  in  their  estate  planning  process.  "A  gift 
pledged  to  the  Robeson  County  Church  and  Commu- 
nity Center  after  a  person  no  longer  needs  the  funds 
can  make  a  world  of  difference,"  she  said. 

Learn  more  about  the  Center  on  the  web  at: 
http:/ /www.nccumc.org/ robesoncounty. 


Project  AGAPE  is  a  joint  ministry  with 
the  Western  North  Carolina  Conference 
where,  in  partnership  with  the  Armenian 
Apostolic  Church,  United  Methodists 
are  touching  the  lives  of  some  of  their 
most  broken  brothers  and  sisters. 

nccmission.org/project_agape.htm 
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United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission  - 
reaching  beyond  church  walls  into  the  world 


The  essence  of  North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  In  Mission  (NC  UMVIM)  is  in 
serving  Christ.  It  is  in  placing  faith  into  action,  not 
just  as  something  that  is  nice  to  do  for  others,  but  as  a 
point  of  worship  that  is  essential  for  personal  develop- 
ment as  a  follower  of  Jesus. 

Many  congregations  across  the  NC  Conference  rec- 
ognize the  importance  of  moving  beyond  the  sanctu- 
ary walls  and  even  beyond  local  and  state  boundaries. 

In  2006,  over  50  teams  journeyed  out  through  NC 
UMVIM,  teams  that  included  over  600  volunteers. 
They  traveled  to  Mississippi  and  Alabama  and  Louisi- 
ana and  to  such  diverse  places  as  Cuba,  Costa  Rico,  El 
Salvador,  Haiti,  Guyana,  Peru,  Bolivia,  Bosnia,  Russia, 
Poland  and  to  Liberia,  Zimbabwe,  and  Zambia. 

Many  local  churches  are  now  planning  mission  trips 
for  the  coming  year. 

Hearing  the  call  of  Christ,  volunteers  give  of  them- 
selves and  their  resources.  Bill  Gross,  chairperson  of 
NC  UMVIM,  stated,  "UMVIM  fills  a  ministry  need 
where  lay  people  can  serve  in  ways  that  are  truly  life- 
giving.  It  empowers  people  to  serve  on  the  front  lines  of 
human  need,  working  along  side  folks  in  their  world, 


in  their  environment,  and  in  the  midst  of  their  need. 
It  is  ministry  from  the  grassroots,  journeying  with 
Christ,  sharing  Christ,  and 
meeting  Christ  at  the  point 
of  service.  As  we  often  say  in 
UMVIM  circles,  God  does 
not  call  the  equipped  but 
God  does  equip  the  called." 

To  help  equip  the  called, 
NC  UMVIM  provides  team 
leader  training  quarterly 
at  the  MERCI  Center  in 
Goldsboro.  Prepared  team 
leaders  have  the  tools,  in- 
sight and  knowledge  to  successfully  lead  groups  in  a 
mission  experience  that  glorifies  God  through  service 
done  effectively. 

For  experienced  team  leaders,  new  Advanced  Train- 
ing sessions  are  now  being  offered.  The  Advanced 
classes  include  a  review  and  sharing  of  basic  ideas,  fol- 
lowed by  the  specific  areas  of  concentration. 

For  2007,  sessions  include  "Theology  of  Missions 
and  Spiritual  Formation  of  the  Workteam,"  "Budget- 


ing, Fund-raising  and  Team  Paperwork,"  "Cultural 
Sensitivity  and  Culture  Shock,"  and  "How  to  Con- 
duct Orientation."  Sched- 
ules and  more  information 
on  team  leader  training  are 
at  www.nccumvim.org. 

And  so,  the  people  of 
the  NC  Conference  known 
as  United  Methodists  re- 
spond, moving  out  in  rela- 
tionship and  love,  sharing 
of  themselves,  knowing  that 
they  forged  in  unbreakable 
bonds. 

Following  her  team's  work  on  the  Gulf  Coast, 
Rev  Para  Drake  wrote  in  her  journal:  "The  sense  of 
community,  love,  and  team  has  bound  us  for  this 
work.  Our  good-byes  over  a  meal  together  deliver  the 
promise  and  the  presence  of  the  Risen  Christ.  [We] 
allowed  the  Spirit  of  God  to  make  us  one  in  ministry 
in  Mississippi." 

UMVIM  -  unbreakable  bonds  are  forged  as  the 
Body  of  Christ. 


Hammers,  nails,  neighbors,  and  the  power  of  connectional 
ministry  are  all  part  of  Board  of  Missions  building  program 


There  is  a  ministry  of  the  North  Carolina  Confer- 
ence that  involves  nails  and  hammers.  This  is  not  a 
ministry  about  rebuilding  in  response  to  disasters  but 
a  building  ministry  that  has  made  the  United  Method- 
ist connection  real  to  small  and  rural  churches  across 
the  NC  Conference  for  over  17  years. 

The  Building  Ministry  affirms  and  under  girds  the 
connectional  nature  ofThe  United  Methodist  Church. 
Churches  see  the  power  of  connection  as  the  Board  of 
Missions  uses  the  resources  entrusted  to  it  by  the  An- 
nual Conference  to  build  new  sanctuaries,  fellowship 
halls,  and  classrooms,  providing  increased  space  for 
fellowship.  Volunteers  gather  from  around  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  and  join  hand-in-hand  with 
members  whose  churches  are  under  construction. 

As  Steve  Taylor,  Conference  Mission  Director  re- 
cently noted,  "Through  the  Board  of  Missions  Build- 
ing Ministry,  we  become  more  together  than  we  ever 
could  be  as  single  individuals  or  individual  congrega- 
tions. Together,  we  become  the  Body  of  Christ." 

The  Board  of  Missions,  Inc.  employs  two  general 
contractors  who  use  volunteers  and  donated  equip- 
ment and  material  to  help  churches  build  new  facilities. 
Churches  are  charged  a  small  fee,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  employment  cost  comes  from  revenue  generated 
by  the  loan  program  of  the  Board  of  Missions. 

While  the  building  projects  receive  the  expertise  of 
an  experienced  contractor  who  is  dedicated  to  serving 
the  unique  construction  needs  of  churches,  the  costs 
are  typically  30%  below  that  of  a  standard  build.  This 
strategy  enables  congregations  to  maximize  their  in- 
vestment in  new  facilities. 

Where  possible,  the  Conference  contractors  work 
closely  with  The  Duke  Endowment  in  implementing 
new  building  techniques  such  as  Building  Green  (an  en- 
vironmentally friendly  model  of  building).  Architects 
are  often  recommended  who  minimize  their  fees  to 
assist  the  local  church. 

Gary  Smith  is  the  ministry's  lead  contractor.  He 
brings  24  years  of  commercial  and  industrial  experi- 


L-R:  Bryan  Wheeler  and  Gary  Smith 


ence,  as  well  as  a  deep  love  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church  of  North  Carolina.  He  carefully  selects  the  sub- 
contractors used  for  the  projects.  "We  won't  use  just 
anyone.  We  want  to  ensure  they  are  committed  to  the 
building  program  and  have  ample  experience  in  church 
construction.  We  never  forget  that  this  is  a  point  of  wor- 
ship, giving  ourselves  and  our  buildings  to  God." 

The  second  contractor,  Bryan  Wheeler,  has  1 1  years 
of  experience  building  churches.  He  works  closely  with 
volunteers  to  help  them  be  successful  in  their  mis- 
sion effort.  Reminiscent  of  barn-building  of  the  past, 
church  members  of  one  church  assist  members  in  an- 
other, as  together  they  build  a  new  facility.  This  greatly 


cuts  the  labor  costs,  builds  community,  and  witnesses 
the  love  of  Christ  into  the  local  community. 

Rev.  Sam  Loy,  pastor  of  Grace  and  Coharie  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Clinton,  and  electrical  con- 
tractor for  the  ministry,  stated,  "The  program  is  a 
real  mission  opportunity.  It  offers  United  Methodists 
from  across  our  conference  an  opportunity  to  help  a 
sister  church." 

Though  the  primary  function  of  the  Building  Min- 
istry is  to  provide  new  worship  space  for  local  congre- 
gations, contractors  are  also  made  available  to  church- 
es to  assist  in  much  needed  repairs  or  improvements. 
Assisted  by  grants  from  The  Duke  Endowment,  the 
contractors  advise  local  churches  on  how  best  to 
maximize  the  funds  available.  Recently,  the  contrac- 
tors used  skilled  volunteers  from  the  congregation 
and  other  churches  to  replace  unsightly,  deteriorating 
siding  at  Harry  Hoosier  UMC  in  Fayetteville. 

The  church  sits  on  a  major  thoroughfare  at  the 
entrance  of  Ft.  Bragg.  As  one  parishioner  noted,  "We  are 
serious  about  our  witness,  and  we  want  folks  who  pass  by 
to  see  us  as  an  inviting  church."  The  cost  of  the  siding 
and  other  improvements  was  provided  by  restructuring 
an  existing  church  loan  from  the  Board  of  Missions. 

Small  or  rural  churches  who  are  considering  a  build- 
ing project  can  contact  the  Board  of  Missions  office  at 
the  Methodist  Building  for  more  information. 


School  of  Christian 

Attendance  at  the  Conference  School  of  Chris- 
tian Missions  offers  a  way  to  expand  knowledge  of 
missions.  Each  year  a  course  of  study  is  available  in 
each  of  the  following  categories:  1)  spiritual  growth 
2)  geographic  3)  issues. 

The  2007  school  will  be  held  at  Methodist  Uni- 
versity in  Fayetteville  on  July  25-28.  The  theme  is 
"Music  Across  the  Walls." 

The  studies  for  2007  are:  Music  and  Mission;  Is- 


Missions  set  for  July 

rael  &  Palestine;  and  Globalization.  Each  class  can 
be  completed  in  the  same  day.  All  laity  and  clergy  are 
encouraged  to  attend.  Continuing  Education  credits 
are  available.  Participants  may  enroll  for  the  entire 
school  or  just  one  day. 

Registration  forms  will  be  available  in  mid-April. 
For  more  information,  contact  Doris  Wade,  Dean 
of  the  School  of  Christian  Missions,  by  emailing: 
dlwew@earthlink.net  or  calling:  (252)  726-0459. 
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Tabor  UMC  -  1 75th  Anniversary  Celebrated 

On  November  19,  2006,  Tabor  United  Methodist  Church  (Fayetteville  district)  cele- 
brated 1 75  years  of  continued  ministry.  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  and  District  Superintendent 
Carol  Goehring  joined  the  congregation  in  a  service  of  remembering  how  the  past 
saints  came  to  the  same  altar  rail  to  accept  Christ  and  how  the  saints  of  today  must 
continue  to  carry  out  the  mission.  PICTURED:  Front  row:  Alexander  Corley;  Second 
row:  Frances  Smith,  Maggie  Smith,  Susan  Barnes;  Third  row:  Mildred  Swain,  Rebecca 
Smith,  Elizabeth  Smith,  Janet  Smith;  Back  row:  Angela  Smith,  Judy  Spruill,  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn,  Clara  Smith  Andy  Smith  and  Linda  Mixon. 


If  you  wanted  to  earn  interest  at  a 
competitive  rate  and  strengthen  the 
ministry  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
North  Carolina,  where  would  you  invest? 


The  UMF  Development  Fund 


5.0°/, 


O 


Interest  Rate 


For  More  Information  Contact: 


Reverend  P.  Glenn  Kinken,  III 

1-800-562-7929,  ext  109 


Offered  by: 

M-  United  Methodist 

S  FOUNDATION 

i'  of  Western  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
 ''Building  Faithful  Financial  Partnerships  " 


Mt.Tirzah  UMC  -  Children's  Heifer  Project 

Two  cows,  one  water  buffalo,  two  llamas,  four  sheep,  two  pigs,  and  three  rabbits 
were  just  some  of  the  animals  the  children  of  Mt.  Tirzah  UMC  (Durham  District) 
offered  to  Baby  Jesus  on  Christmas  Eve  this  year.  The  Mt.  Tirzah  Children's  Heifer 
Project  began  in  late  November  with  a  kick-off  party  where  children  ages  6  to  16 
created  almost-life-size  animals  from  foam  board  and  a  variety  of  materials,  includ- 
ing cotton  balls,  tissue  paper,  feathers,  and  scraps.  (The  animals  were  used  in  the 
Cantata!)  Each  Sunday  in  Advent,  the  children  stood  at  the  exit  with  a  milk  pail  and 
an  egg  basket  to  collect  donations.  In  addition,  the  children  raised  money  through 
a  Reading  Challenge,  a  "coin  war"  to  see  which  age  group  could  collect  the  most 
coins,  and  a  bake  sale.  On  Christmas  Eve,  a  gift  box  decorated  with  pictures  of  all  the 
animals  was  offered  to  Jesus  along  with  a  check  for  $2,740. 


Saint  Francis  UMC,  Cary  -  Silver  Anniversary 

Saint  Francis  UMC  celebrated  its  25th  year  on  January  14.  Dr.  R.  Carl  Frazier  (center) 
delivered  the  anniversary  sermon.  Saint  Francis  UMC  began  in  September  1981  in 
the  cafeteria/auditorium  at  Briarcliff  Elementary  School,  Cary.  By  the  end  of  1981, 
the  church  had  83  full  members.  Today  the  membership  is  reported  at  1,984.  Under 
Dr.  Frazier's  ministry  as  the  church's  third  pastor  (1989-1997),  an  educational  wing 
was  added  to  the  first  church  building  and  construction  began  on  a  new  sanctuary. 
The  Rev.  Susan  Pate  Greenwood  (left)  is  the  current  senior  pastor,  and  the  Rev.  Lib 
Campbell  (right)  is  associate  pastor.  "Growing  in  Faith... Serving  in  Love"  describes 
the  ministry  and  mission  at  Saint  Francis.  (Photo  by  Lore  Gottberg) 


James  elected  VP 
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A  graduate  of  the  National  Planned 
Giving  Institute,  he  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Association  of  Fundraising 
Professionals  (formerly  the  National 
Society  of  Fund  Raising  Executives) 
and  the  NC  Planned  Giving  Council. 

James  is  past  president  of  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction  Conference  for 
NAUMF,  and  has  served  on  NAUMF's 
Management  Team  for  three  years.  He 
is  a  member  of  Jenkins  Memorial  UMC 
in  Raleigh  and  the  Jenkins  /  Cokesbury 
United  Methodist  Men's  Group. 


Founded  in  1955,  UMF  provides  en- 
dowment and  fund  investment  consulta- 
tion, gift  and  estate  planning  seminars, 
and  confidential  gift  and  estate  planning 
for  individuals  and  churches  supporting 
the  mission  and  ministry  of  the  Church. 

UMF  manages  more  than  $90  mil- 
lion on  behalf  of  more  than  300  church- 
es, agencies,  institutions  and  ministries 
of  the  Conference.  Over  the  last  25 
years,  the  average  annual  "return  on 
investment"  for  UMF-managed  funds 
has  been  9.5  percent  net  of  fees. 
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First  UMC,  Clinton  -  Letourneau  Pipe  Organ  Dedicated 

After  1 5  years  of  planning  and  giving,  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Clinton,  NC, 
dedicated  a  new  Letourneau  Pipe  Organ  on  December  10,  2006.  The  organ  features 
1 ,385  pipes.  Dr.  Ed  Gunter,  senior  minister  said,  "Each  pipe  was  given  in  honor  or  in 
memory  of  loved  ones,  and  will  be  used  for  many  generations  to  come."  Plans  for  an 
organ  recital  during  the  season  of  Lent  are  in  the  making.  Dan  Holland  is  the  music 
director,  and  Stan  Benton  is  the  organist. 


Recommendations  from  Ministry 
Commission,  survey  online  from  2 


All  deacons  and  itinerant  elders  will 
be  reviewed  every  five  years  by  a 
group  of  peers  from  within  their  re- 
spective annual  conference  orders. 

The  commission  also  recommended 
that  the  2008  General  Conference 
authorize  a  study  of  the  diaconate 
during  the  2009-2012  quadrenni- 
um,  including  a  review  of  how  the 
office  is  being  practiced. 


The  2004  General  Conference  estab- 
lished the  commission  because  of  ques- 
tions, concerns,  and  uncertainty  regard- 
ing the  ordained  clergy  orders  —  deacons 
and  elders  —  and  local  pastors. 

To  read  the  full  report  and  take  the 
online  survey,  log  on  to  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Educaiton  and  Minis- 
try website:  www.gbhem.org  and  select 
"Study  of  Ministry." 


Bishop  Gwinn's  statement: 

Without  being  lengthy  I  will  share 
briefly  with  you  why  I  signed  the  peti- 
tion. First,  I  want  to  say  that  I  believe 
our  Presidential  Libraries  are  wonderful 
contributions  to  society  and  our  learn- 
ing systems. 

I  am  most  pleased  that  those  librar- 
ies like  the  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  Library 
and  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Library  are  on 
state  campuses  (the  University  of  Texas 
and  the  University  of  Massachusetts). 
Presidents  of  our  United  States  are  just 
that  —  presidents  of  our  secular  govern- 
ment, not  presidents  of  the  church.  For 
me,  their  libraries  belong  on  campuses 
of  all  of  the  people,  not  on  a  particular 
denominational  campus. 

A  part  of  my  objection  lies  with  that 
belief.  It  has  nothing  to  do  with  Presi- 
dent George  Bush.  I  would  feel  the 
same  way  if  a  Baptist  or  Catholic  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  wanted  to  put 
his/her  library  on  a  Baptist  or  Catholic 
campus.  I  do  not  think  such  a  move  is 
healthy  for  our  religious  unity. 

Secondly,  politics  unfortunately  are 
just  that  -  politics.  If  a  democratic  pres- 
ident was  attempting  to  do  the  same 
thing  I  would  be  likewise  opposed.  I 
believe  the  church  should  stand  beyond 
partisan  politics.  So  I  feel  it  is  inappro- 
priate for  the  church  to  sponsor  the 
efforts  of  a  particular  political  party. 


Those  are  the  primary  reasons  that 
I  signed  the  petition.  I  happen  not  to 
agree  with  some  of  the  negative  state- 
ments being  made  about  President 
Bush,  and  I  have  consistently  refused  to 
sign  petitions  that  relate  only  to  these 
statements. 

I  certainly  respect  the  right  of 
others  to  think  differently  than  I.  But, 
if  I  refuse  to  share  my  thinking  because 
it  may  be  different  than  another's,  then 
I  am  not  respecting  myself. 

Our  nation,  and  our  church,  val- 
ues the  right  of  persons  to  share  their 
thoughts  on  any  given  subject. 

Grace  and  Peace  to  you, 
Bishop  Al  Gwinn 

The  Petition 

(http://www.protectsmu.org) 

We  the  undersigned  express  our 
objection  to  the  prospect  of  the  George 
W.  Bush  library,  museum,  and  think 
tank  being  established  at  Southern 
Methodist  University. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  believe 
that  the  linking  of  his  presidency  with  a 
university  bearing  the  Methodist  name 
is  utterly  inappropriate.  We  urge  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Southern  Meth- 
odist University  and  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  to  reject  this  project. 


Health  and  wholeness  ministry  thrives  at  Pleasant  Green  UMC 


In  its  second  year  of  funding  through 
the  Rural  Church  Division  of  the  Duke 
Endowment,  the  Health  and  Wholeness 
Ministry  at  Pleasant  Green  UMC  in  the 
Durham  District  provides  programs  on 
nutrition,  exercise,  chronic  disease  pre- 
vention and  stress  management. 

While  serving  all  ages,  the  primary 
focus  is  with  children's  Sunday  School, 
Afterschool,  and  Summer  Camp  Pro- 
grams. From  "What  Did  Jesus  Eat"  to 
"Walking  with  Jesus,"  the  hands-on 
curriculum  emphasizes  healthy  eat- 
ing for  hearts,  bones,  brains,  diabetes 
prevention  and  weight  management 
with  warm  up  exercises,  stretches, 
hiking,  cooking  schools  and  home  and 
outdoor  safety. 

The  children's  Pre-Advent  to  Epiph- 
any "Waking  with  Jesus"  program  be- 
came the  basis  for  an  adult  program 
with  five  seasonal  Bible  Studies  follow- 
ing the  journeys  of  Mary  and  Joseph  to 
Bethlehem,  Jesus  during  his  ministry, 
and  the  early  apostles  as  they  went  out 
into  the  world. 

Covering  time  periods  of  8-12 
weeks,  the  seasonal  programs  help 
encourage  individuals  and  small 
groups  to  exercise  their  bodies,  as  well 
as  minds  and  spirits. 

The  goal  is  to  walk  1 0  miles  per  week 
either  alone  or  in  teams,  with  week- 


ly Bible  readings,  descriptions  of  the 
locations  and  events  related  to  the  scrip- 
ture readings,  and  a  seasonal  prayer  for 
the  journey. 

An  organic  gardening  program  for 
youth  that  will  combine  nutrition, 
the  environment,  sustainable  agricul- 
ture and  related  social  justice  issues  is 
planned  for  spring  2007. 

The  program  is  coordinated  by  a 
Lay  Health  Ministry  Team  with  regis- 
tered nurses  and  other  health  profes- 
sionals, and  facilitated  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Eilene  Bisgrove  (who  has  a  PhD  in 
Public  Heath  Nutrition).  For  more 
information,  contact  Eilene  at:  919- 
477-5543  or  ebisgrove@nc.rr.com. 


Participants  in  the  health  and  wholeness  ministry  learn  about  subjects  including 
yoga  stretches  and  healthy  eating  through  programs  such  as  "What  Did  Jesus  Eat?" 


eitin?elt  Itiiee 


Karl  Zorowski 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

March  4,  2007 

Text:  I  John  2:7-17 
"Love  Is  Light" 

When  I  was  in  college,  a  local  radio 
station  had  a  Valentine's  Day  contest. 
The  prize  would  go  to  the  listener  who 
submitted  the  longest  list  of  song  titles 
that  included  the  word  "love." 

My  roommate,  Rep,  and  I  (long  be- 
fore the  day  of  Google!)  strained  our 
memories  to  think  of  as  many  as  we 
could.  Then  came  the  brainstorm:  we 
would  go  to  a  downtown  religious  book 
store  and  copy  down  all  the  hymn  titles 
that  included  the  magic  word. 

Rep  and  I  were  keeping  separate  tal- 
lies, but  did  not  want  to  duplicate  as 
we  stood  at  opposite  ends  of  the  store 
checking  through  song  books.  So,  from 
time  to  time,  one  would  call  out  to  the 
other  to  see  if  a  particular  title  had  al- 
ready been  written  down. 

Finding  what  I  thought  was  a  new  ti- 
tle, I  shouted  across  the  store,  "Rep!  Do 
you  have  'Jesus'  Love  in  Your  Heart'"? 

The  clerk,  no  doubt  wanting  to  wit- 
ness to  two  college  students  who  were 
not  planning  to  buy  anything,  said, 
"Oh,  I  do  hope  so!" 


Ma  r  c  h 


That  does  get  to  be  the  bottom  line, 
doesn't  it?  Love. 

The  word  appears  over  three  hun- 
dred times  in  the  New  Testament.  It 
is  the  heart  of  the  greatest  command- 
ment (Matthew  22:36-39).  It  is  one  of 
our  Lord's  countercultural  injunctions 
("Love  your  enemies" — Luke  6:27).  It 
was  one  of  Jesus'  last  instructions  to  his 
disciples  ("Love  one  another". .  John 
15:17). 

In  this  week's  study,  the  Church  is 
challenged  to  live  in  loving  ways  within 
the  Church  in  order  to  model  to  the 
world  what  love  should  look  like.  This 
text  says  that  love  brings  light  (1  John 
2:10).  It  is  love  when  light  shines  on  in- 
justice (so  such  evil  can  be  overturned). 
It  is  love  when  light  opens  up  the  shad- 
ow places  of  our  lives  (so  such  stum- 
bling places  lose  their  control).  It  is  love 
when  light  appears  when  darkness  is  de- 
served (so  that  grace  rather  than  merit 
shapes  our  relationships). 

During  these  days  in  Lent,  we  recall 
that  love  is  a  disciplined  life.  Love  does 
not  come  with  the  human  condition; 
love  is  a  light  that  has  to  be  turned  on 
and  that  is  one  of  the  things  the  grace  of 
God  does  for  us. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Neon  Vernacular  (Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity Press),  Yusef  Komunyakaa  has 
closed  his  poem  "Corrigenda"  in  these 
words:  "If  you  must  quote  me,  remem- 
ber I  said  that  love  heals  from  inside." 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 
and  more 
Cokesbury  ^| 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 


Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "First,  O  God,  You  loved 
us.  Then,  You  called  on  us  to  love  one 
another  and  even  to  love  ourselves.  Such 
love  is  possible  only  because  first  You 
loved  us.  That  is  the  love  we  have  seen  in 
the  creation,  in  the  exodus  to  the  prom- 
ised land,  and,  fully  in  Jesus  Christ. . ." 

March  I  1,2007 

Text:  I  John  3 

"Striving  for  Pure  Love" 

The  writer  of  1  John  understands 
that  talk  is  cheap.  "Little  children,  let 
us  love,  not  in  word  or  speech,  but  in 
truth  and  action"  (1  John  3:18). 

The  word  "action"  (translated  "deed" 
in  the  King  James  Version)  is  ergon  in 
the  New  Testament.  That  word  comes 
from  a  root  which  means  labor,  toil, 
work.  Such  an  analysis  ought  to  make  it 
clear  to  us  that  loving  is  no  simple  task; 
it  is  hard  work. 

As  is  true  in  any  such  work,  we  do 
not  always  know  what  to  do  first.  What 
are  the  priorities?  (Is  it  more  loving  to 
give  a  needy  family  $50  or  is  it  more 
loving  to  seek  legislation  which  increas- 
es the  minimum  wage?) 

Loving  takes  effort,  discernment,  action. 

In  1  John  3:18,  the  word  "truth"  is 
a  translation  of  aletheia.  Literally,  the 
word  means  "not  concealing."  Love  is 
not  hidden.  Love  (as  we  studied  last 
week)  is  light.  Love  does  not  pretend. 
Love  is  truth. 

Truth  to  tell,  this  all  does  not  sound 
very  inviting.  I  prefer  for  "love"  to  mean 
"smile  a  lot"  and  "be  nice  to  dogs."  The 
kind  of  loving  described  in  1  John  has 
little  of  the  pleasantry  of  easy-going 
relationships.  This  kind  of  love  is  over 
against  the  Cain  in  each  of  us  (1  John 
3:12).  This  kind  of  love  is  so  contrary  to 
the  values  of  the  world,  that  the  world 
hates  the  lover! 

In  spite  of  all  this,  God  calls  us  to 
pure  love,  to  perfect  love.  Early  Meth- 
odists were  criticized  for  emphasizing 
God's  desire  that  we  love  perfectly. 

John  Wesley  retorted  that  Jesus  would 
not  have  said  "Be  perfect,  therefore,  as 
your  heavenly  Father  is  perfect"  (Mat- 
thew 5:48)  unless  He  meant  it!  Perfect 
love  is  not  love  without  mistake;  it  is 
love  of  pure  intent:  full  love  of  God  and 
full  love  of  neighbor. 

I  John  was  probably  written  to  be- 
lievers who  were  in  a  splintered  com- 
munity. Anger  extruded  from  the  bro- 
ken relationships.  Both  those  who  left 
and  those  who  stayed  (in  the  Church 
fellowship)  claimed  they  were  the  loyal 
ones.  Both  felt  they  were  the  ones  who 
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were  doing  God's  will.  (Does  this  sound 
like  the  threatened  splits  in  denomina- 
tions today?) 

At  minimum,  this  unloving  separa- 
tion made  God  very  sad.  At  maximum, 
this  unloving  separation  broke  connec- 
tion with  God  (1  John  3:15).  Loving  is 
serious  business. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Methodist  Spirituality  (Epworth 
Press),  Gordon  S.  Wakefield  writes:  "Per- 
fection for  (John  Wesley)  was  never  a 
moral  state  which  could  not  be  improved; 
it  was  a  life  of  constant  growth  in  disci- 
plined love  to  God  and  (neighbor)." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Lord  Jesus  Christ,  You 
are  the  Pioneer  and  Perfecter  of  our 
faith.  Perfect  us  in  our  loving. . . " 

March  18,2007 

Text:  I  John  4:7-21 
"Showing  Divine  Love" 

As  a  child,  did  you  ever  play  a  game 
of  Stare?  You  and  someone  else  would 
start  staring  at  each  other.  The  first  one 
to  look  away  lost  the  game.  (In  Ad- 
vanced Stare,  the  first  one  to  blink  was 
the  loser.) 

On  the  highway,  occasionally  there 
are  those  who  play  Chicken.  In  this  ri- 
diculous competition,  two  drivers  head 
at  each  other  at  full  speed.  The  one  who 
makes  the  first  move  to  get  out  of  the 
way  is  deemed  the  loser. 

In  a  swimming  meet  or  track  rivalry, 
if  one  of  the  contestants  gets  an  early 
start,  that  participant  can  be  penalized 
for  trying  to  get  an  unfair  advantage  on 
the  others. 

According  to  1  John  4:19,  God 
has  no  problem  with  going  first.  God 
moves  toward  us  before  we  are  able  to 
move  toward  God.  God  loves  us  before 
we  know  it,  before  we  deserve  it,  be- 
fore we  understand  it,  before  we  expect 
it,  before  we  describe  it,  before  we  ac- 
cept it.  (That  is  one  reason  that  United 
Methodists  baptize  infants.) 

Any  loving  we  do  is  because  God  has 
loved  us  first.  In  Wesleyan  theology, 
this  initiative  of  God  is  called  "preve- 
nient  grace." 

The  amazing  thing  about  such  grace 
is  that  it  allows  even  non-believers  to 
do  good  things.  Prevenient  grace  gives 
a  conscience.  Prevenient  grace  shows  us 
our  need  for  repentance  (1  John  3:20). 

The  love  we  show  is  really  God's  love 
shown  through  us.  After  being  told  that 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  15 
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God's  love  was  in  her  heart,  a  little  girl 
was  trying  to  understand  how  her  small 
heart  could  contain  something  as  big 
as  God's  love.  "If  God's  love  is  in  my 
heart,  it  must  stick  out  all  over!" 

Yes!  The  love  that  we  have  for  one 
another  is  really  the  love  of  God  ( 1  John 
4:12).  It  sticks  out  all  over! 

Our  love  of  God,  love  from  God,  and 
love  toward  God  is  intertwined  with 
love  of  one  another  (1  John  4:20-21). 
It's  something  God  started  when  God 
first  loved  us. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Johannes  van  den  Berg  and  W.  Ste- 
phen Gunter  (John  Wesley  and  the  Neth- 
erlands, Kingswood  Books)  have  said: 
"Arminius's  explication  of  this  is  (Wes- 
ley's view):  there  is  a  complete  human 
impotence  apart  from  divine  initiative 
for  the  human  soul,  feeling,  will,  or 
abilities  to  participate  in  salvation." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Come  again,  Lord..." 

March  25, 2007 

Text:  I  John  5:1-12 

"The  Way  to  Love  and  Life" 

This  week's  lesson  has  some  heavy 
duty  theology.  At  the  heart  of  it  is  the 


Deaths 

SNYDER,  Rose  Marie,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Nevin  Snyder  (GO: 
retired)  died  December  1 7. 
Services  were  held  Decem- 
ber 21  at  First  UMC 
of  Melbourne,  FL 

BALLANCE,  Bernice  M. 
(FA:  retired  diaconal  minis- 
ter) died  December  31. 
A  memorial  service  was  held 
January  3  at  Lillington  UMC. 
Burial  was  at  Amity  UMC  in 
Englehard,  NC. 

VARNUM,  Clementine, 
widow  of  the  Rev.  Tracy 
Varnum,  died  January  6. 
The  funeral  was  held 
January  9  at  Dixon  Chapel 
UMC  in  Supply,  NC 

JONES,  Vassar  (DU:  retired) 
died  January  1 4.  The  funeral 
was  held  January  1 9  at  Long 
Memorial  UMC,  Roxboro. 
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key  verse:  "And  this  is  the  testimony: 
God  gave  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is 
in  his  Son"  (1  John  5:11).  The  Berke- 
ley Version  of  the  New  Testament  says 
"...God  has  granted  us  eternal  life." 

Eternal  life  is  a  gift.  It  is  not  part 
of  the  natural  order  of  fallen  human- 
ity. It  is  a  fresh  bequest  from  God  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

One  of  the  emphases  in  United 
Methodist  theology  is  that  God  ordi- 
narily gives  the  gift  of  assurance  with 
the  gift  of  faith.  1  John  5:10  speaks  of 
this  gift:  having  the  witness  (testimony) 
in  the  heart  of  the  believer. 

Part  of  that  assurance  is  the  confi- 
dence that  God  also  gives  eternal  life. 
It  was  said  of  early  Methodists:  "Those 
Methodists  know  how  to  die  well." 

That  did  not  mean  that  death  was 
pleasant  or  to  be  sought.  It  meant  that 
those  Methodists  knew  that  death  was 
not  the  final  act  of  the  play.  Carl  Mi- 
chalson  has  used  the  image  of  an  actor 
who  completes  his  role  in  one  play  and 
then  he  races  across  the  street  to  anoth- 
er theater  where  another  play  begins. 

Assurance  includes  the  trust  that 
there  is  another  play  in  which  we  have 
a  role! 

In  the  verse  which  follows  the  study 
verses,  the  writer  of  the  letter  adds  a 
word  as  to  why  he  has  done  this  writ- 
ing: "that  you  may  know  that  you  have 
eternal  life"  (1  John  5:13). 

The  New  Testament  uses  at  least  three 
different  words  that  are  translated  "know." 
One  of  these  means  "to  understand." 

Another  means  "awareness  of  facts." 
A  third  means  more  than  abstract 
knowledge;  it  means  knowledge  that 
leads  to  action.  1  John  5:13  uses  this 
third  meaning:  knowledge  leading 
to  action. 

That  is  the  knowledge,  the  assurance 


that  we  have  of  eternal  life. 

It  leads  to  action;  that  is,  it  is  an  assur- 
ance that  makes  a  difference  in  how  we 
live  our  lives. 

It  makes  a  difference  in  how  we  relate 
to  others. 

It  makes  a  difference  in  what  we 
think  of  ourselves. 

It  makes  a  difference  in  how  we  relate 
to  God. 

Rejoice  in  the  knowledge  of  eternal 
life  (1  John  5:11).  That  assurance  (tes- 
timony, witness)  makes  a  difference  for 
you  not  just  in  the  everlasting  tomor- 
row, but  in  this  very  day. 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Robert  Short,  in  his  study  of  a  comic 
strip  ( The  Parables  of  Peanuts,  Harper 
and  Row)  has  written  ("(Christianity) 
is... the  'good  news'  ...great  joy... that 
(we)  may  begin  even  now  to  live  in  this 
joy  by  living  toward  this  future." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  Tomorrow,  al- 
ready You  have  broken  in  on  our  day  to 
bring  us  news  of  that  tomorrow  and  the 
news  is  good!  In  Jesus  Christ  You  have 
given  us  access  to  that  eternal  Day. . ." 
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DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  2200  mem- 
ber church  available  July  1,  2007. 
Two  traditional  services.  Directs  a 
45-voice  volunteer  chancel  choir 
utilizing  some  paid  soloists,  di- 
rects a  second  volunteer  choir  for 
early  service,  leads  children's  mu- 
sic program,  responsible  for  total 
traditional  music  program.  Directs 
paid  and  volunteer  instrumental- 
ists. Direct  inquiries  and  send  re- 
sume by  February  28  to  Director  of 
Traditional  Music  Search,  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church,  2000  E. 
6th  Street,  Greenville,  NC  27858  or 
contact  the  Rev.  H.  Gray  Southern, 
Pastor    at  gray@stjamesumc.info 

THE  COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE  and  Ad- 
ministration of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 


Church  is  seeking  applications  for 
Conference  Treasurer/Business  Man- 
ager effective  July  1 , 2007.  The  dead- 
line for  applications  is  February  28, 
2007.  Applicants  should  send  a  re- 
sumeandqualiflcationstoDr.Charles 
M.  Smith,  Executive  Director  of  Con- 
ference Connectional  Ministries, 
P.O.  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 


WEST  NASH  UMC  welcomes  inter- 
ested parties  in  a  20-25  hour  per 
week  position.  The  successful  ap- 
plicant should  be  able  to  plan,  lead, 
and  direct  a  variety  of  music  for  a 
blended  style  of  worship  in  2  Sun- 
day services,  Wednesday  evening 
choir  rehearsals,  and  special  sea- 
sonal services.  Applicant  should  be 
able  to  provide  organ  and  piano 
accompaniment.  Should  be  able  to 
direct  choirs  of  varying  age  groups 
and  be  a  part  of  a  team  approach 
to  ministry.  Send  resume  to  West 
Nash  UMC,  PO  Box  8298,  Wilson, 
NC   27893  or  call  252-237-4258. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No 
steps!  Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3 
nite  min.  NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 
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Legislation  reflects  range  of  young  people's  concerns 

By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert  * 


JOHANNESBURG,  South  Africa 
(UMNS)  Young  people  from  around 
the  world  worked  on  legislation  rang- 
ing from  social  issues  to  representation 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church  dur- 
ing a  first  ever  Global  Young  People's 
Convocation  and  Legislative  Assembly. 

The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  Di- 
vision on  Ministries  with  Young  People, 
UM  Board  of  Discipleship. 

"We  got  a  lot  accomplished  for  the 
voice  of  young  people  because  a  lot  of 
good  legislation  came  from  this  gather- 
ing," said  Katie  Zilm,  a  delegate  from 
Song  of  Life  UMC,  Mesa,  Ariz. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  states  that  a  con- 
vocation of  young  people  will  meet  every 
four  years  "for  the  purpose  of  celebrating 
the  mission  and  vitality  of  young  people 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church." 

Voting  delegates  from  the  five  juris- 
dictions of  the  United  States  and  from 
the  seven  central  conferences  in  Africa, 
Asia  and  Europe  considered  44  pieces 
of  legislation  to  send  to  the  2008  Unit- 
ed Methodist  General  Conference. 

War  and  peace 

Participant  Devin  Mauney  said  strong 
young  people's  voices  in  the  church's 
board    and    agencies    is  important. 


Mauney  is  a  member  of  Christ  Church 
UMC,  Tucson,  AZ,  and  serves  on  the 
UM  Commission  on  Communication. 
"We  had  a  lot  of  statements  on  social  is- 
sues," he  said.  "We  had  one  on  war  and 
peace  that  was  very  important." 

In  that  statement,  the  young  people 
said:  "We  are  those  sent  to  the  front 
lines  of  every  war,  by  every  nation  and 
organization  which  chooses  to  engage 
in  war."  The  statement  goes  on  to  say 
young  people  are  "most  affected  by  the 
insidiousness  of  war"  while  having  the 
least  voice  in  decision  making. 

The  statement  affirms  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  stance  on  war  and 
peace  as  stated  in  the  Social  Principles, 
Paragraph  165,  VI,  Section  C. 

"We  are  the  young  people  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  affirm 
God's  clear  call  to  be  instruments  of 
peace  in  all  corners  of  the  world,"  the 
convocation  said. 

The  young  people  also  wrote  a  state- 
ment of  concern  on  the  human  rights 
situation  in  the  Philippines. 

In  part,  the  statement  says:  "Human 
rights  are  in  danger  in  the  Philippines. 
The  image  of  God  in  every  person  is  be- 
ing assaulted  in  many  ways,  including 
God's  servants  -  bishops,  pastors,  dea- 
conesses and  women,  men  and  youth 
lay  leaders.  These  prophet  servants  of 


Leaders  seek  to  'dismantle  racism9 

NEW  YORK  -  In  observance  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Day,  U.S.  Christian 
church  leaders  urged  their  congregations  to  join  other  congregations  in  their 
communities  to  "discern  ways  to  exercise  common  witness  and  common  ser- 
vice as  together  we  seek  to  dismantle  racism  and,  in  so  doing,  to  be  the  voice  and 
presence  of  God's  love  in  the  world."  Churches  Uniting  in  Christ  (CUIC)  issued 
the  statement.  CUIC  is  a  relationship  of  10  member  churches  "that  have  pledged 
to  live  more  closely  together  in  expressing  their  unity  in  Christ  and  to  combat  rac- 
ism together,"  according  to  the  organization's  Web  site  (http://www.cuicinfo.org/). 
The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  member  of  CUIC. 
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The  Africa  University  Choir,  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  provided  spirited  inspiration  through 
song  during  the  Global  Young  People's  Convocation.  The  first-ever  UM  global  meet- 
ing for  young  people  was  held  in  Johannesburg.  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 


God  have  preached,  with  costly  disci- 
pleship, the  good  news  to  the  poor,  de- 
prived and  marginalized  peoples." 

The  statement  calls  for  young  people 
to  pray  for  the  Philippines  and  to  work 
with  the  UM  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
Fellowship  in  the  country. 

*Where  we  are  headed* 

In  other  action,  the  assembly  wrote 
a  statement  of  concern  for  poverty 
around  the  world;  affirmed  the  church's 
campaign  to  address  malaria;  and  called 
for  $100,000  from  apportioned  funds 
to  be  allocated  to  the  UM  Global  AIDS 
Fund.  Additional  legislation  dealt  with 
having  youth  and  young  adult  repre- 


sentation in  all  aspects  of  the  church. 

The  youth  also  passed  legislation  to 
ensure  no  person  will  be  denied  mem- 
bership or  ordination  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  "because  of  their 
differences."  The  denomination's  Book 
of  Discipline  forbids  the  ordination  of 
self-avowed  practicing  homosexuals. 

"I  hope  General  Conference  looks  at 
this  and  sees  where  the  future  of  church 
leadership  is.  I  hope  we  can  start  look- 
ing at  ways  where  we  can  reconcile 
where  we  are  and  where  we  are  headed 
as  a  church,"  said  Brian  Schlemmer, 
Tempe  (Ariz.)  First  UMC. 

*  Kathy  Gilbert  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


United  Methodists  serve  in 

62  seats  of  I  I  Oth  U.S.  Congress 

By  Albert  J.  Menendez  * 


WASHINGTON,  (UMNS) 
Sixty-two    United  Method- 
ists now  serve  in  the  1 1  Oth 
Congress.  Among  religious 
groups    represented,  the 
denomination  remains 
third  largest  after  Roman 
Catholics  and  Baptists. 

There  are  34  Republicans 
and  27  Democrats  in  the  Unit- 
ed Methodist  membership.  The  House 
of  Representatives  membership  totals 
49.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  13 
United  Methodists  serving  in  the 
U.S.  Senate,  where  they  are  second  in 
number  to  Catholics. 
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Thirty  states  have  elected  at  least  one 
United  Methodist  to  Congress. 

In  the  South  or  Border  South, 
35  United  Methodists  are  in 
Congress,  while   16  hail 
from  the  Midwest,  seven 
from  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain West  and  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  three  from  the 
Mid-Atlantic. 

Within  state  delegations, 
the  denomination  is  strongest  in: 

•  Kansas  -  3  of  6  members 

•  Nebraska  -  2  of  5  members 

•  New  Mexico  -  2  of  5  members 

•  Arkansas  -  one  third  of  members 

•  Wyoming  -  one  third  of  members 

•  Texas  -  nearly  one  third  of  members 

*Albert  J.  Menendez  is  a  freelance  writ- 
er and  director  of  research  for  Americans 
for  Religious  Liberty. 

Tabulations  based  on  Congressional  Quarterly, 
CNN,  and  Almanac  of  American  Politics. 
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The  Bethea  Welcome  Center  at  Lake  Junaluska  should  be  complete  in  August.  (Conference  photo  by  Lawrence  Johnson) 

Completion  of  Bethea  Welcome 
Center  targeted  for  August  I 


The  Bethea  Welcome  Center,  under 
construction  at  Lake  Junaluska,  will  be 
ready  in  seven  months,  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  leaders  have  announced. 

"The  Bethea  Welcome  Center  is 
progressing  as  scheduled  and  the 
projected  occupancy  date  is  targeted  for 
August  1,"  said  Raul  Alegria,  treasurer 
and  business  administrator  for  the  SEJ 
Administrative  Council. 

To  date,  a  total  of  $1.6  million 
has  been  raised  for  the  Center,  said 
Jim  Hannah,  SEJ  Foundation  and 
Development  director. 

Over    $300,000    was    raised  in 


Haywood  County.  The  Center  will 
house  the  Haywood  County  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Visitor's  Center. 

The  Center  is  named  in  honor  of 
Bishop  Joseph  and  Mrs.  Shirley  Bethea. 
Bishop  Bethea,  a  member  of  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  when  elected  to 
the  episcopacy,  served  in  North  Caro- 
lina, South  Carolina  and  Virginia. 

Ground  was  broken  for  the  12,000 
square  —foot  structure  in  July  2006. 
It  will  serve  as  a  welcome  center  and 
lodging  check-ir.  location  for  the  Lake 
Junaluska  Conference  and  Retreat  Cen- 
ter. It  is  the  first  building  at  the  Retreat 


Center  named  for  African-Americans. 

"The  building.. .should  be  opera- 
tional in  time  for  leaf  season  in  the 
mountains,"  Hannah  said. 

"Guests  at  Lake  Junaluska  will  not 
only  have  a  beautiful,  comfortable 
place  to  be  received  for  their  particular 
conference  or  event  but  they  will  also 
be  enriched  with  a  building  that  stands 
as  a  statement  of  reconciliation  and 
hospitality  to  all  God's  children.  The 
decorations  in  the  lobby  will  celebrate 
all  races  and  cultures  around  the  SE 
Jurisdiction  and  the  world,"  said  Jimmy 
L.  Carr,  SEJ  director. 


New  housing  option  for  Annual  Conference 


Registration  deadlines  listed  for 
childcare,  delegate  nominations 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

Annual  Conference  members  who 
select  housing  on  the  East  Carolina 
University  campus  during  the  June 
13-16  conference  in  Greenville  will 
be  in  the  new  College  Hill  Suites  with 
parking  beside  or  directly  across  the 
street  from  the  residence  hall. 

Conference  members  can  commute 
daily  or  select  a  motel  or  the  College 
Hill  Suites  for  housing.  Members  are  re- 
sponsible for  motel  charges.  Charges  for 
staying  at- ECU,  including1  bed  sheets, 


towel  and  washcloth,  bedspread  and  pil- 
low, are  paid  by  the  conference  through 
an  agreement  with  the  university. 

Each  suite  contains  a  kitchenette  and 
individual  bathrooms  in  two  bedrooms. 
Each  bedroom  has  two  single  beds.  All 
rooms  are  air  conditioned.  Cable  tele- 
vision and  telephone  connections  are 
available,  at  no  extra  charge,  but  resi- 
dents are  expected  to  bring  their  own 
TV  and  telephones,  both  with  connect- 
ing cables. 

Shuttle  service  will  be  available  to 
and  from  the  College  Hill  Suites  and 
the  Greenville  Convention  Center. 

Registration  material  and  other  in- 
formatroTr  will  be  mailed  to  conference 


members  by  April  1 .  Registration  should 
be  completed  as  soon  as  possible.  Any- 
one with  access  to  a  computer  can  go 
to  http://www.nccumc.org/ac2007/in- 
formation.htm  and  register  on-line  and 
complete  the  housing  form  at  ECU. 

Some  motels  in  Greenville  have 
offered  special  rates  to  conference 
members.  See  box  on  page  2  for  a  list  of 
those  motels. 

A  more  complete  list  of  motels  is 
available  at  http://www.visitgreenvil- 
lenc.com/lodging.asp.  Members  should 
make  their  own  motel  reservations  as 
soon  as  possible. 

.  See  "Annual  Conference,  "page  2 
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Annual  Conference  housing,  deadlines  from  page  I 


Discounts  offered  by 
Greenville  area  motels 

Listed  below  are  hotels  offering  special  rates  for  Annual 
Conference  members.  Reservation  deadline  dates  vary: 

Jameson  Inn 

920  Crosswinds  Street  Greenville,  NC  27834  (252)  752- 
7382.  Rate:  $60  plus  1 3%  tax.  Room  reservations  need  to 
be  made  by  May  29, 2007. 

Comfort  Inn 

3900  South  Memorial  Dr.  Winterville,  NC  28590  (252)  355- 
0070.  Rate:  $62.96  (plus  tax)  (Includes  continental  break- 
fast) Make  room  reservations  by  May  1 3, 2007. 

Hampton  Inn 

3439  Memorial  Drive  Greenville,  NC  27834  (252)  355-2521 
Rate:  $61 .00  plus  1 3%  tax.  Room  reservations  need  to  be 
made  by  May  29,  2007. 

Courtyard  Marriott 

2225  Stantonsburg  Rd  Greenville,  NC  27834  (252)  329- 
2900.  Rate:  $79.00  plus  tax.  Room  reservations  need 
to  be  made  by  May  1 3, 2007. 

City  Hotel  and  Bistro 

203  SW  Greenville  Blvd.  Greenville,  NC  27834  (252)  355- 
8300.  Rate:  $79.00  plus  tax  (Includes  breakfast).  Room 
reservations  need  to  be  made  by  May  14, 2007. 

Hilton  Greenville 

207  SW  Greenville  Blvd.  Greenville,  NC  27834  (252)  355- 
5000  Rate:  $97.00  plus  tax.  Room  reservations  need  to 
be  made  by  May  1 2, 2007. 

A  complete  listing  of  Greenville  area  motels  is  available 
on-line  at  http://www.visitgreenvillenc.com/lodging.asp. 
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The  newly  constructed  College  Hill  Suites  will  house  Annual  Conference  members 
who  select  housing  on  the  East  Carolina  University  campus.  Parking  will  be  available 
beside  or  directly  across  the  street  from  the  residence  hall.  Charges  for  staying  at  ECU 
are  paid  by  the  conference  through  an  agreement  with  the  university.  Each  air-condi- 
tioned suite  contains  a  kitchenette  and  individual  bathrooms  in  two  bedrooms.  Each 
bedroom  has  two  single  beds. 


Annual  conference 
related  items: 

Following  are  some  other  annual 
conference  related  items.  Details  are 
available  at  http://www.nccumc.org/ 
ac2007/information.htm  (check  site 
regularly  for  updates): 

•  St.  James  UMC  in  Greenville  will 
be  hosting  the  AC  Kids  program, 
daycare  for  toddlers  through  4th 
graders  during  annual  conference. 
Go  to  the  website  and  select  "AC 
Kids  Care"  for  registration  instruc- 
tions. The  deadline  is  May  30. 

•  Deacons  and  Elders  in  Full  Con- 
nection wanting  to  be  considered 
for  election  as  a  General  and  Ju- 
risdictional Conference  delegate 
should  visit  the  website  for  a 
nomination  form  and  instruc- 
tions. Deadline  is  April  1 . 

•  Lay  persons  who  would  like  to  be 
considered  as  a  lay  delegate  should 
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down  load  the  form  and  instruc- 
tions from  the  website.  April  1  is 
the  deadline. 

•  Call  Andrew  Schmidt  (800-537- 
5564)  for  assistance  with  group 
meals.  Call  Shannon  Medlin  (800- 
849-4433,  ext.  222  or  smedlin@ 
nccumc.org)  with  the  time,  date 
and  location  of  group  meals. 

Printing  deadlines  related 
to  Annual  Conference: 

•  The  deadline  for  submitting 
reports  for  the  Book  of  Reports  is 
Thursday,  March  1,  in  the  Office 
of  the  Conference  Secretary.  All 
reports  should  be  250  words  or 
less  and  submitted  in  MS  Word 
format.  Questions  call  1-800- 
849-4433,  ext.  222. 

•  Resolutions  are  due  in  the 
Conference  Secretary's  office 
by  Thursday,  May  10.  Send  by 
e-mail  to  smedlin@nccumc.org 
in  MS  Word  format. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  0ttd  Advocate  editor. 
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Over  96%  of  mission  &  service 
commitments  paid  by  churches 


NC  Conference  delegation:  Left  to  right,  seated:  Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson,  conference 
director  of  Multicultural  and  Social  Ministries;  Ken  Ripley,  chairperson  of  the 
conference  Commission  on  Church  and  Society;  and  Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith,  conference 
Connectional  Ministries  director.  Standing:  Daniel  Montoya,  Teresita  Montoya, 
Antonia  Ban,  Joanna  Cafferty,  Madeline  Carrasco,  Rosanna  Panizo. 

N.C.  Conference  pays  heed 
to  'Call  to  Hospitality' 


*  By  Ken  Ripley 

Almost  135  people  from  around  the 
country,  including  at  least  nine  from 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  spent 
two  days  at  Lake  Junaluska  to  consider 
a  biblical  response  to  the  challenges  of 
immigration  and  develop  practical  ways 
to  minister  to  immigrants  in  the  United 
States. 

"Our  Call  to  Hospitality"  was  co- 
sponsored  Feb.  1-3  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  the  de- 
nomination's social  advocacy  agency, 
and  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  program  was  targeted  toward 
United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
southeast  but  attracted  participants 
from  as  far  away  as  California  and  Ha- 
waii. The  purpose  of  the  conference 
was  to  focus  attention  on  the  nation's 
growing  Hispanic  population. 

From  Thursday  night  to  a  commu- 
nion service  late  Saturday  morning,  the 
conference  used  worship,  workshops, 
strategy  sessions,  and  an  evening  of  song 
and  dance  to  put  a  human  face  on  im- 
migration, explain  the  issues  involved, 
and  encourage  a  forceful  and  humane 
Christian  response  to  what  has  become 
a  major  social  issue  in  many  countries 
as  well  as  the  United  States. 

The  worship  services  and  plenary 
sessions  all  dealt  with  establishing  a 
biblical  foundation  for  approaching 
immigration,  with  preaching  by  Bish- 
op Timothy  W.  Whitaker  of  the  Flor- 
ida Conference,  Bishop  Hee-Soo  Jung 
of  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference, 
and  the  Rev.  Clark  Jenkins,  pastor 
of  St.  Andrew-by-the-Sea  UMC  at 
Hilton  Head. 

Also  developing  the  theme  of  "Chris- 
tian hospitality"  was  the  Rev.  Joan 
Maruskin,  a  United  Methodist  pastor 
in  Pennsylvania  and  author  of  "The 
Bible  as  an  Immigration  Handbook." 

The    plenary   speakers  repeatedly 


stressed  scriptures  that  defined  "hospi- 
tality" as  the  welcoming  and  fair  treat- 
ment of  non-native  peoples  -  whether 
called  "foreigners,"  "aliens,"  "sojourn- 
ers," or  "immigrants"  -  in  any  country's 
midst. 

Bill  Mefford,  director  of  Civil  and 
Human  Rights  on  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  briefed  par- 
ticipants on  recent  immigration  bills 
considered  by  Congress  and  outlined 
the  United  Methodist  positions  be- 
ing advocated  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

Church  and  Society,  he  said,  respects 
the  need  for  states  to  protect  their  own 
borders,  but  supports  legislation  that 
will  do  so  "in  a  humanitarian  way  and 
a  smart  way." 

Such  legislation  aims  to  provide  a 
path  to  citizenship,  protect  workers, 
reunite  families,  and  restore  the  rule  of 
law  and  enhance  security. 

The  workshops  -  covering  such  sub- 
jects as  causes  and  consequences  of  im- 
migration, globalization  and  economic 

See  "Immigration,  "page  1 1 


Celtic  Spirituality  in... 
Scotland  and  England 

June  18  -  28,  2007 

"Stories  of  the  Celtic  Saints"  is  a 
unique  pilgrimage  which  will 
journey  to  Iona,  Edinburgh, 
Durham,  Holy  Island,  York  and 
London.  Sit  at  the  feet  of  renown 
Storytellers  and  hear  the  stories  of 
the  Celtic  Saints  Space  is  limited. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  a 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


By  Christine  Dodson  * 

Local  churches  are  to  be  commended 
for  their  response  to  Mission  and  Ser- 
vice Commitments  payments.  Appor- 
tionment payout  in  2006  was  up  0.64% 
to  96.24%,  the  highest  since  2001. 

General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  (GCFA)  and 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  (SEJ)  reports 
show  the  NC  Conference  is  one  of 
17  paying  100%  of  General  Church 
apportioned  funds.  NC  Conference  and 
Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  are  the 
only  two  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
to  pay  100%  of  General  Church  and  SEJ 
apportionments  in  2006. 

The  following  districts  saw  increases 
in  overall  payout  percentages:  New 
Bern;  Sanford;  Durham  —  up  by  almost 
2%  to  highest  payout  in  at  least  10 
years;  Rockingham  —  up  by  almost  3%; 
and  Raleigh  —  up  by  over  4.5%. 

The  Elizabeth  City  and  Wilmington 
Districts  paid  1 00%  for  World  Service 
and  Connectional  Ministries  and  Past 
Service  Liability.  Seven  districts  paid 
100%  of  their  Episcopal  Fund  appor- 
tionments —  Burlington,  Elizabeth  City, 
Fayetteville,  Goldsboro,  Greenville, 
New  Bern  and  Wilmington. 


In  addition  to  apportionment  re- 
mittances, local  churches  gave  over 
$1.3  million  to  general  and  conference 
advance  specials  during  2006. 

Apportionment  information  is  on  the 
Treasurers  Office  website  (www.nccumc. 
org/ treasurer)  in  District  Remittances. 

*  Christine  Dodson  is  acting  conference 
treasurer. 

$2  million  sent 
to  Gulf  Coast 

UM  bishops  sent  $2  million  to  Gulf 
Coast  churches  and  pastors  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Alloca- 
tions include  $1  million  to  the  Louisi- 
ana Conference,  $900,000  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi Conference  and  $100,000  to 
the  Alabama- West  Florida  Conference. 

The  distributions  came  from  the  Ka- 
trina Church  Recovery  Appeal.  "The 
bishops'  appeal  is  continuing  even  in 
the  midst  of  Katrina  fatigue,"  said  Bish- 
op William  Oden.  "This  disaster  affect- 
ed The  United  Methodist  Church  along 
the  Gulf  Coast  so  significantly  that  the 
bishops  want  the  appeal  to  continue." 


Ben 


Hometown:  Oak  Island,  N.C, 

Ben  Roberts  is  holding  that  cross  for  many 
reasons.  Greensboro  College  has  been  a  College 
of  the  Church  since  her  founding  in  1838, 
and  even  though  you  do  not  have  to  be 
Methodist  to  be  a  student  or  to  work 
here,  we  do  have  a  beautiful  chapel  on 
campus  that  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
Methodist  minister  ...  and  an  assistant. 
Meet  Ben,  tite  assistant  to  the  minister 
of  the  college. 

Ben  knows  some  things  about  ministry, 
in  that  his  father  is  a  Methodist  pastor 
in  Oak  Island,  N.C.  Ben  is  determined 
that  he  will  go  to  divinity  school 
after  he  graduates  from 
Greensboro  College. 

As  the  assistant  to  the  minister, 
Ben  —  a  religious  studies  majoi — 
assists  with  the  weekly  services 
and  with  all  kinds  of  religious 
life  activities. 


GREENSBORO  COLLEGE 

815  West  Market  Street,  Greensboro,  NC  27401  •  www.gborocollege.edu  •  800.346.8226 
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Order  of  Elders  gathers  in  April 
to  focus  on  spiritual  formation 


letters  to  the 


All  Elders  in  Full  Connection  are  in- 
vited to  attend  the  Gathering  of  the  Or- 
der of  Elders  on  Monday,  April  23,  at 
Nashville  UMC. 

Spiritual  Formation  will  be  the  focus 
of  the  day. 

Dr.  Robert  Mulholland  will  be  the 
keynote  speaker  at  both  plenary  ses- 
sions, and  he  will  address  the  issues 
brought  forth  in  his  book,  "Shaped  By 
the  Word." 

An  informal  time  of  fellowship  will 
begin  at  9  am,  hosted  by  the  laity  of 
Nashville  UMC. 


Representatives  from  Cokesbury  will 
be  in  attendance. 

The  opening  plenary  begins  at  10 
am,  and  lunch  will  be  served  at  noon. 
The  afternoon  plenary  begins  at  1  pm, 
with  a  closing  worship  service  to  be 
held  at  2:30  pm. 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  will  be  the  cele- 
brant for  Holy  Communion. 

No  pre-registration  is  necessary  for 
the  event.  Questions  can  be  directed  to 
Mack  McMillan,  chair  of  the  Order  of 
Elders,  at  smcmillan@nccumc.org  or 
call  him  at  (910)  276-6821. 


Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 
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The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 
Advocate  (USPS:  0392-560)  (ISSN:  0029-2435) 
is  published  monthly  by  NC  Conference  Com- 
munications, 1 307  Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh, 
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Length  not  to  exceed  250  words. 

Articles  and  Photos:  Local  churches  and 
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publication. The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of 
the  month  before  publication.  All  articles 
and  photos  subject  to  editing.  Photographs 
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bnorton@nccumc.org  or  (91 9)  832-9560. 


Letters  to  the  Editor  are  welcome.  Letters  should  be  a  maximum  of  250  words,  contain  the  writer's  name, 
address,  church,  and  telephone  number,  and  must  be  received  by  the  5th  of  the  month  prior  to  publication. 
Letters  attacking  individuals  or  groups  or  containing  offensive  language,  violating  privacy.affectingappoint- 
ability.orinfringingonconfidentiality  will  notbepublished.TheEditorreservestherightto  determine  whether 
a  letter  will  be  published.  Send  submissions  electronically  in  MS  Word  format  to  bnorton@nccumc.org. 


Presidential  library  petition 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Alfred  Gwinn  must  have  signed  a  petition  different  from  the  one  pub- 
lished in  the  Advocate  (February  2007)  and  different  from  the  one  found  at  pro- 
tectsmu.org.  There  is  nothing  in  the  resolution  that  remotely  raises  an  objection  to 
a  presidential  library  on  the  campus  of  a  church  related  university.  Rather,  the  peti- 
tion is  aimed  at  President  Bush  personally.  If  the  Bishop  really  feels  the  way  he  says 
he  does  he  would  have  declined  to  sign  this  personal  attack  and  proposed  a  different 
resolution  which  would  express  his  stated  objection.  Further,  if  his  objection  is  to  a 
presidential  library  being  on  a  denominational  campus  it  is  strange  in  this  instance, 
for  on  its  website  SMU  posts  the  following  statement:  "The  University  is  nonsectar- 
ian  in  its  teaching  and  committed  to  freedom  of  inquiry." 

The  Bishops  statement  appears  to  me  to  be  an  attempt  to  walk  on  both  sides  of 
the  issue  and  avoid  any  disdain  from  his  fellow  Bishops  while  attempting  to  placate 
a  segment  of  the  laity. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  Methodist  Bishops  as  a  group  through  petitions 
and  demonstrations  opposed  then  President  Ronald  Reagan's  policy  toward  the  So- 
viet Union  which  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  Berlin  Wall  and  freedom  for  millions 
of  individuals  who  had  suffered  for  so  long  under  the  influence  of  the  Soviet  bloc. 

Sincerely,  Bill  Williams,  Wilson 


Two  letters  about  the  Advocate 

To  the  Editor: 

I'd  like  to  thank  the  Advocate  staff  for  their  hard  work  in  presenting  an  Advocate 
that  shows  us  the  great  work  of  our  local  churches,  laity,  pastors  and  conference 
leaders.  After  reading  our  Advocate  for  the  NC  Conference,  I  have  a  sense  of  well- 
being  in  that  the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  very  much  aware  of  the 
High  Calling  of  Christ  to  Excellence. 

Our  Advocate  presents  the  calling  to  Fruitful  Faithfulness  and  Biblically-based 
vision  to  live  out  the  Great  Commandment  and  Great  Commitment.  The  stories 
and  articles  in  the  Advocate  are  evidence  that  God  is  still  calling,  leading  and  inspir- 
ing a  People  Called  United  Methodist. 

I  remain  grateful,  The  Rev.  Robert  Flynn,  Senior  Pastor,  Swansboro  UMC 


To  the  Editor: 

The  demise  of  the  North  Carolina  Christian  Advocate  came  as  a  disappointing 
surprise  to  many  United  Methodists  across  North  Carolina.  The  appearance  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate,  in  short  order,  was  a  welcome 
achievement.  We  are  especially  grateful  to  Mr.  Bill  Norton  for  providing  the  new 
Advocate  with  editorial  leadership. 

Responding  to  Mr.  Norton's  call  for  suggestions  for  the  present  Advocate,  I  pro- 
pose that  the  conference  newspaper  include  theological  columns  in  each  issue.  While 
the  current  Advocate  is  devoted  mainly  to  informative  articles  on  conference  news 
and  programs,  theological  content  is  nearly  nonexistent.  The  theological  journalism 
requested  is  theology  for  the  Church  and  the  conference,  the  clergy  and  the  laity  ~ 
not  academic,  speculative,  or  technical  theology. 

Several  reasons  stand  behind  this  proposal. 

First,  according  to  Ephesians  4,  the  Church  is  about  truth,  which  necessitates 
the  hard  work  of  theology,  and  love.  Second,  The  United  Methodist  Church  de- 
clares that  "all  Christians  are  called  to  theological  reflection."  {The  Book  of  Dis- 
cipline, Paragraph  104,  p.  76).  Third,  ours  is  a  time  of  theological  ferment  and 
conflict.  Various  theologies  and  their  claims  require  critical  analysis  and  eval- 
uation. Fourth,  clergy  and  laity  benefit  from  reading  models  of  reasonable, 
theological  discourse.  Fifth,  as  "healthy  congregations"  require  open  channels  of 
communication  through  which  various  matters  can  be  considered,  healthy  con- 
ferences require  a  forum  where  theological  matters  can  be  considered.  And  sixth, 
"excellence  in  ministry"  begins  with  excellence  in  theological  thinking. 

Thank  you  for  considering  this  proposal  for  adding  theological  columns  to  the 
present  Advocate. 

The  Rev.  Paul  T.  Stallsworth,  Pastor  of  St.  Peter's  UMC,  Morehead  City 
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United  Methodist  Youth 

Colled  to  believe, 

grow 

mi  m 

end  live 


Christ 


The  mission  statement  of  the  NC  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  is: 

To  walk  with  youth  in  their  journey  to  know  Christ  by  creating  an 
environment  in  which  youth  can  experience  Christian  communion 
to  hear  the  Gospel,  to  know  God's  love  and  to  respond  in  faith 
by  loving  and  serving  others... for  in  all  of  this  we  are  making 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  [for  the  transformation  of  the  world]. 

Conference  youth  events  and  other  ministries  of  the  CCYM  seek  to  live  out 
this  mission  statement.  As  you  read  the  articles  in  this  special  focus  you  will 
hear  the  voices  of  youth  and  adults  tell  how  we  are  doing  just  that. . . 

Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 
NC  Conference  Director  of  Children,  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries. 
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Global  Vision  is  a  seminar  study  trip  to  Washington,  DC  and  New 
York  City  for  high  school  age  United  Methodist  youth.  The  seminar  topic  varies 
from  year  to  year  -  the  topic  for  2007  will  be  the  state  of  the  church  around  the 
world  and  the  role  of  faith  in  politics.  Global  Vision  will  be  March  13-18, 2007  with 
38  youth  and  5  adults  making  the  trip.  The  seminar  is  held  with  the  United  Meth- 
odist Seminars  on  National  and  International  Affairs  offices.  In  addition  to  the 
seminar,  in  New  York  City,  the  group  tours  the  United  Nations,  attends  Broadway 
plays  and  visits  the  Empire  State  Building  and  other  sites.  Global  Vision  is  an  an- 
nual event  with  a  registration  deadline  in  mid-late  January  each  year.  Information 
about  Global  Vision  is  available  at  www.nccumc.org/youthministry. 


Kaleidoscopeis  a  spiritual  life  retreat  for  middle  school  youth  (grades 
6-8).  At  Kaleidoscope,  youth  are  assigned  to  covenant  groups  for  the  weekend 
and  experience  holy  habits  of  prayer,  Scripture,  worship  and  service.  Kaleidoscope 
will  be  March  23-25,  2007  at  Don  Lee  Center.  The  registration  deadline  is  March  2. 
Registration  forms  may  be  found  in  the  2007  Youth  Events  brochure  and  at  the 
website:  www.nccumc.org/youthministry. 


Get  involved  in  your 
district  youth  ministry! 

Youth  ministries  does  not  just  happen  on  the  conference  level.  Each 
district  has  a  district  youth  coordinator  who  assists  in  planning  local  youth 
events.  Local  church  youth  activities  are  enhanced  when  churches  in  the 
same  area  join  together  for  fellowship,  fun,  and  worship. 

The  Burlington  District  sponsors  a  lock-in  in  February  which  draws 
over  300  youth  to  the  YMCA  building  in  Burlington.  The  evening  is 
filled  with  icebreakers,  skits,  devotions,  communion,  a  movie  and  then 
basketball,  racquetball  and  walleyball.  Pizza,  snacks,  and  drinks  are  avail- 
able throughout  the  evening  and  the  local  Biscuitville  provides  breakfast 
the  next  morning. 

The  Greenville  district  is  planning  a  night  apart  for  graduating  high 
school  seniors  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  of  East  Carolina  University.  This 
will  be  a  time  of  food,  music,  testimony,  and  worship  led  by  college  stu- 
dents who  participate  in  the  Wesley  Foundation.  The  purpose  of  this 
event  is  to  assist  graduating  seniors  in  making  the  transition  from  high 
school  to  college  or  the  workplace. 

The  Durham  District  organized  28  youth  and  adults  from  6  churches 
in  the  district  for  a  mission  trip  to  Hattiesburg,  MS  in  the  summer  of 
2006.  The  district  hopes  to  organize  another  team  for  summer  2007. 

Check  out  http://www.nccumc.org/youthministry/districtinfo.html 
for  contact  information  on  each  district  youth  coordinator  and  a  district 
events  calendar 


Youth  07 


NC  hosting  international 
gathering  of  UM  youth/ 

Seek  the  truth  and  ways  in  which  God  can  use  you... 
PfCiy  to  God  for  guidance  on  your  faith  journey... 
Learn  about  ways  you  can  make  a  difference  in  this  world. 
Act     on  your  faith  using  what  gifts  God  has  blessed  you  with.ff 
Teach  by  example  when  you  return  to  your  communities. 

Over  5,000  United  Methodist  youth  and  adults  from  around  the  world  are  current- 
ly registered  to  converge  in  on  the  Greensboro  Coliseum  and  the  Koury  Convention 
Center  July  11-15  for  Youth  2007.  Also  known  by  the  acronym  SPLAT,  this  gathering 
is  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship's  Division  on  Ministries  with  Young 
People  and  occurs  every  four  years.  This  is  North  Carolina's  first  time  to  host. 

Youth  2007  is  designed  for  youth  and  their  adult  leaders.  During  the  five  days  of 
music,  praise,  prayer,  learning,  and  growth,  participants  will  be  challenged  to  go  back 
into  their  communities  ready  to  make  a  difference  in  God's  world  and  to  live  out  their 
faith  in  ways  they  never  thought  possible. 

The  variety  of  workshops  (splatshops)  are  educational  in  nature  with  topics  such  as 
education,  mission  and  service,  religion  and  Methodism,  teen  issues,  faith  and  wor- 
ship, leadership  development,  justice  issues,  drama  and  arts,  media  and  technology, 
cultural  studies,  story  and  evangelism,  and  adventure/sports.  The  event  also  includes 
dynamic  speakers  and  rocking  music.  Musical  groups  include  FUSEBOX,  the  Kati- 
nas,  and  SuperChick.  Complete  information  for  Youth  2007  is  on  the  web  at  www. 
youth2007.org. 


Youth  ministry  changes  lives 

By  Ken  Hall  * 

One  of  the  blessings  we  experience  as  United  Methodists  is  the  joy  of  diverse  min- 
istries in  which  we  all  share  through  our  connectional  nature.  In  a  day  and  time  when 
we  are  prayerfully  considering  the  effectiveness  of  our  work  in  the  body  of  Christ  (and 
rightly  so),  it  is  my  great  privilege  to  share  the  Good  News  about  what  I  believe  to  be 
one  of  our  most  effective  areas  of  ministry,  namely  our  Conference  Youth  Ministry. 

I  could  share  with  you  many  different  statistics  that  point  clearly  to  this;  however, 
I  believe  that  one  of  the  best  indicators  of  effectiveness  is  hearing  the  stories  of  those 
whose  lives  have  been  shaped  and  changed  by  this  particular  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
With  this  in  mind,  allow  me  to  share  with  you  the  story  of  one  such  person;  allow  me 
to  share  my  story. 

I  was  a  later  convert  to  United  Methodism  (being  a  teenager  before  I  ever  entered 
the  church).  Like  many  of  our  youth,  I  enjoyed  a  good  local  program,  but  I  really  didn't 
know  much  about  this  thing  called  Conference  Youth  Ministry.  This  changed  in  1979, 
when  I  was  chosen  to  be  the  first  youth  delegate  ever  from  Singletary  UMC  in  Dublin  to 
go  to  the  Annual  Conference  Session  for  Youth  (ACS)  at  Methodist  College. 

Being  new  to  Methodism,  and  from  a  small  church,  I  was  at  first  hesitant  to  go.  My 
hesitancy  disappeared,  though,  as  I  was  introduced  to  the  loving  community  of  faith 
that  is  our  Conference  Youth  Program.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  welcome  these  people 
made  me  feel.  I  learned  about  the  global  nature  of  our  concern  as  a  church  through 
listening  to  and  joining  in  impassioned  debates  with  dedicated  and  enthusiastic  young 
believers.  I  learned  about  the  goodness  and  grace  of  God  from  caring  adult  staff,  both 
laypersons  and  clergy. 

It  was  through  this  ministry  that  I  had  my  own  "heart  warming"  experience,  and  it 
was  at  ACS  from  1979-1981  that  I  first  became  aware  of  God's  calling  me  to  the  or- 
dained ministry.  In  no  small  way,  I  am  who  I  am  today  because  of  this  vital  ministry. 

Learning  and  fun  notwithstanding,  one  of  the  most  formative  aspects  of  my  experi- 
ence has  been  the  relationships  I  have  formed  with  other  believers.  Several  of  my  fel- 
low delegates  have  also  been  shaped  by  their  experience  in  Conference  Youth  Ministry 
(including  our  current  Conference  Youth  Director,  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson)  and  called  by 
God  into  the  ordained  and  consecrated  ministry  within  our  Annual  Conference  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  church. 

Some  of  the  adult  leaders  who  mentored  me  as  a  youth  are  still  mentoring  youth  to- 
day in  our  Conference  Youth  Program.  I  cannot  express  the  depth  of  my  gratitude  and 
admiration  of  them  and  their  work.  One  of  the  most  important  persons  in  my  life,  my 
loving  wife  of  19  years,  Kari,  and  I  began  our  relationship  when  we  were  introduced  as 
fellow  ACS  delegates  in  1979. 

I  am  also  grateful  for  the  privilege  I  have  in  serving  our  wonderful  youth  in  this 
Annual  Conference.  For  the  past  seven  years,  I  have  served  as  chairperson  of  the  Con- 
ference Council  on  Youth  Ministries.  I  have  and  will  continue  to  volunteer  at  staff 
events  like  ACS  and  the  many  other  ministries  of  our  Conference  Youth  program,  and 
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2 1  youth  discuss  challenges  and 
celebrate  being  a  "preacher's  kid 


By  Sarah  Bell  * 

On  February  9-11  the  4th  PK  Getaway  was  held 
at  Rockfish  Outdoor  Center.  PK  Getaway  is  a  week- 
end retreat  sponsored  by  the  Conference  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  for  the  youth  of  pastors/preachers  in 
the  NC  Conference. 

Twenty-one  youth  and  nine  adults  gathered  to  dis- 
cuss the  challenges  and  celebrate  the  blessings  of  being 
a  "preacher's  kid."  Along  with  discussing  these  topics  in 
small  groups,  the  weekend  retreat  included  worship  and 
participation  in  the  camp's  group  challenge  course. 

The  event  gives  theological  offspring  the  chance 
to  fellowship  with  others  that  have  been  through  the 
same  experiences  they  have. 

Not  many  people  are  expected  to  come  early  and 
leave  late  to  every  event  held  at  their  home  church. 
We,  as  the  children  of  pastors,  constantly  live  in  the 
fishbowl  of  life. 

At  this  event  the  challenges  of  being  a  PK  are  openly 
discussed.  Although  it  is  sometimes  easy  to  complain 
about  the  struggles  that  we  go  through,  it  is  also  im- 
portant to  embrace  the  things  that  we  would  never 
want  to  give  up  and  the  special  things  about  being  a 
preacher's  kid. 


While  some  have  to  make  a  phone  call  or  come  to  the 
church  office,  we  only  have  to  walk  down  the  hallway  to 
get  help  with  a  problem.  This  event  is  a  wonderful  time 
to  bond  with  others  who  relate  to  our  experiences. 

With  guidance  from  adult  staff  who  are  "PK's"  them- 
selves and  who  have  made  it  through  middle  and  high 
school  and  beyond  while  being  watched  by  the  entire 
congregation,  this  weekend  was  a  time  for  growth  in 
our  faith  as  well  as  a  time  to  make  new  friends. 

We  have  learned  to  accept  our  lives  for  what  they 
are  and  use  this  wonderful  opportunity  that  we  have 
to  strengthen  our  relationship  with  Christ. 

I  have  attended  each  PK  Getaway  that  has  been 
held  by  our  Conference.  Each  time  I  am  amazed  by 
the  different  outlooks  on  life  I  have  when  leaving  the 
weekend  retreat. 

Others  also  have  expressed  what  it  means  to  them  to 
develop  friendships  and  have  opportunity  for  fellow- 
ship with  their  fellow  "preacher's  kids." 

PK  Getaway  is  a  wonderful  experience,  and  we  are 
all  grateful  for  the  opportunity  that  we  have  to  come 
together  in  this  special  time. 

*  By  Sarah  Bell,  a  member  of  Duke  Memorial  UMC  in 
Durham,  is  conference  youth  vice-president. 


Conference  offers  Youth  Ministry 
Spiritual  Formation  Training 


By  Brian  Wellborn  * 

Recently,  our  church  had  the  opportunity  to  host 
and  participate  in  one  of  the  "Spiritual  Formation  in 
Youth  Ministry"  workshops  led  by  Sue  Ellen  Nichol- 
son, conference  director  of  children,  youth  and  young 
adult  ministries. 

The  primary  focus  was  how  to  keep  spiritual  forma- 
tion on  the  front  burner  in  all  that  we  do  in  ministry 
with  youth  and  their  families. 

Participants  commented  on  the  valuable  informa- 
tion provided  through  handouts,  useful  publications, 
and  the  deep  appreciation  for  the  time  offered  for  them 
to  participate  in  experiential  activities  designed  to  help 
each  leader  practice  spiritual  disciplines  in  their  lives. 

If  we  as  leaders  in  youth  ministry  desire  for  youth 
to  grow  in  their  relationship  with  God,  then  we  must 


also  be  growing  in  our  relationship  with  God. 

This  workshop  does  not  say  that  youth  ministries 
across  our  conference  are  not  already  involved  in  spiri- 
tual formation,  rather  the  workshop  offers  tools  that 
can  enhance  present  youth  ministries  through  inten- 
tional spiritual  formation. 

All  youth  workers,  whether  paid  or  volunteer,  and  youth 
who  are  leaders  are  encouraged  to  attend  this  workshop. 

The  workshop  will  be  offered  in  the  Burlington 
District  in  May  and  in  the  Fayetteville  District  in  Au- 
gust. Other  districts  should  strongly  consider  making 
this  opportunity  available. 

Be  intentional  about  organizing  a  team  to  partici- 
pate in  this  insightful  event. 

*  Brian  Wellborn  is  a  member  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Jacksonville. 


Money  raised  by 
youth  supports 
range  of  programs 
worldwide 


By  Duncan  McMillan  * 

Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  has  been  assisting  youth 
around  the  world  for  over  30  years.  YSF  is  youth  rais- 
ing money  to  help  other  youth  in  need  through  mis- 
sion giving 

Money  is  given  by  local  churches  and  their  youth 
groups.  Local  church  youth  can  do  fund-raisers  not 
only  to  make  money  to  send  to  YSF,  but  to  raise  aware- 
ness about  YSF  and  the  mission  causes  it  supports. 

YSF  is  also  supported  financially  by  those  attending 
conference  youth  events.  Some  of  the  recent  ways  to 
raise  money  for  YSF  at  conference  youth  events  include 
sending  Blow-Pop  candy  messages,  wristbands,  sports- 
wear (T-Shirts  and  Hoodies),  and  decals  for  vehicles. 

The  YSF  Task  Force  determines  which  confer- 
ence and  out-of-conference  projects  to  support.  For 
the  2006  year,  $29,825  was  received.  Thirty  percent 
of  that  amount  ($8,948)  was  sent  for  denomination- 
al support,  and  the  remaining  $20,877  was  divided 
equally  in  three  areas:  conference  youth  ministry,  proj- 
ects making  application  from  within  our  Conference 
and  projects  making  application  from  outside  our 
Conference. 

In-conference  projects  receiving  grants  this  year  were: 

•  Beauty  Spot  UMC  Children  &  Youth  Ministry 

•  Curriculum  Enhancement  for  the  Lumberton 
Methodist  Home  for  Children 

•  Simpson  Community  Playground  and  Trail 

•  God's  Own  Healthy  Harvest  of  Durham 

•  Pamlico  County  Community  Vacation  Bible 
School  and  Day  Camp 

•  Burlington's  Positive  Attitude  Youth  Center 
^s.  Out-of-conference  2007  grants 

were  awarded  to: 
Community  Organic  Gardens 
in  Mississippi 

ZOE  Ministry  Youth  Orphans 
Camp 

•  Carolina  Cross  Connection  of  the  Western  NC 
Conference 

•  Prevention  of  Abuse,  Neglect  and  Violence  in 
Ghana,  West  Africa 

•  Jubilee  Project  of  Hancock  County,  Tennessee 

•  Appalachian   Service  Project's  Home  Repair 
Ministries  Summer  Program 

•  Society  of  St.  Andrew  Harvest  of  Hope 

The  youth  of  the  NC  Conference  care  about  other 
youth  in  need  and  YSF  provides  a  way  for  the  compas- 
sion we  have  for  others  to  be  demonstrated. 

Local  church  youth  groups  are  encouraged  to  sup- 
port YSF,  and  send  the  monies  to  the  Conference 
Treasurer's  Office.  Youth  who  attend  conference  youth 
events  should  expect  an  offering  to  be  taken  for  YSF, 
and  they  should  also  be  prepared  to  support  YSF  in 
other  ways. 

YSF  -  money  raised  by  youth,  spent  by  youth,  to 
benefit  youth.  This  continues  to  be  a  successful  way 
for  the  youth  of  the  NC  Conference  to  be  the  hands 
and  feet  of  Jesus  Christ,  offering  the  compassion  of  the 
Lord  to  youth  who  stand  in  need  of  it. 

United  Methodist  Youth,  let's  support  YSF! 

*  Duncan  McMillan,  a  member  of  St.  Luke  UMC 
in  Laurinburg,  is  conference  youth  treasurer. 
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three  storks,  fifty  miles, 
one  chdllenge  . 

(Ill I? 


By  Meredith  Faggart, 
youth,  Bethany  UMC,  Durham 


The  summer  of  my  junior  year  in  high  school,  I 
participated  in  the  50-mile  trek  across  part  of  the 
Appalachian  Trail  with  the  United  Methodist  Youth  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference.  I  had  never  done  any 
hiking  before  and  upon  planting  my  feet  on  the  trail, 
my  first  thought  was  "what  have  I  gotten  myself  into?" 

I  carried  a  pack  with  only  enough  contained  in  it 
for  me  to  live  on  for  one  week.  Although  I  was  assured 
that  it  would  be  ok,  I  felt  as  though  I  was  on  my  own 
in  the  wilderness  with  no  one  to  call  on  for  help  but 
God  since  I  was  really  shy  and  quiet.  I  was  scared. 

The  first  night  I  spent  on  the  trail  hike  turned 
my  worries  around  though.  The  adults  in  our  group 
helped  prepare  our  meal  for  us  and  as  we  ate,  I  began 
to  open  up. 

As  the  week  progressed,  I  began  to  build  up  more 
confidence  in  myself  and  started  "breaking  out  of  my 
shell."  However,  there  was  one  mountain  full  of  uphill 
climbs  and  switchbacks  for  what  seemed  like  eternity 
and  it  was  the  one  I  struggled  with  the  most. 

Its  name  was  Floyd  Mountain.  I  will  never  forget 
that  mountain's  name  because  I  climbed  it  all  the  way 
to  the  top  and  conquered  all  of  my  worries.  I  realized 
that  I  was  capable  of  doing  anything  I  set  my  mind  to, 
no  matter  how  physically  and  mentally  demanding  it 
may  be. 

When  I  reached  the  peak  of  Floyd  Mountain,  I  had 
a  true  "mountain-top  experience." 

Because  of  all  that  I  accomplished,  I  was  able  to  leave 
behind  all  of  my  worries  and  self-doubt  on  the  Appala- 
chian Trail.  I  came  home  with  a  nine  new  friends  and 
I  even  signed  up  for  it  AGAIN  this  past  summer  and 
plan  on  signing  up  for  it  this  coming  summer  too! 


By  Mike  Ellington, 
adult,  volunteer  staff  member 


Life  is  busy.  We  have  meetings,  obligations,  traffic, 
time  constraints.  We're  rushing  from  one  thing  to  an- 
other and  sometimes  along  the  way,  we  miss  out  on 
the  creation  that  God  has  provided.  Once  a  year,  I 
have  the  opportunity  to  refocus  my  priorities  and  the 
call  God  has  on  my  life  through  the  Conference  Youth 
Ministry  Appalachian  Trail  Hike. 

The  "trail  hike"  is  many  things  to  me  —  a  time  to 
get  away  from  the  busyness  of  everyday  demands  and 
distractions  and  focus  on  the  basics  of  life:  God,  water, 
food,  shelter,  community.  It  is  a  physical  and  mental 
challenge  -  if  I  can  conquer  this  mountain,  then  I  can 
conquer  so  much  more  in  life.  It  helps  me  to  be  more 
of  a  servant  and  how  to  be  served  by  others,  as  you  rely 
on  others  to  carry  your  shelter  and  make  preparations 
for  your  meals,  and  they  rely  on  me  for  the  same. 

The  trail  hike  is  a  spiritual  journey.  We  have  the 
opportunity  for  personal  time  with  God.  It  is  a  time 
to  celebrate  spiritual  discipline  and  also  reflect  on  our 
perseverance.  It  is  a  catalyst  to  enable  long-lasting  and 
caring  friendships  with  youth  throughout  the  Confer- 
ence. The  hike  is  a  chance  to  grow  as  a  person. 

It  does  not  matter  if  someone  is  an  experienced  hik- 
er or  if  this  is  a  first  camping  or  hiking  experience,  you 
will  always  come  away  from  the  hike  having  learned 
something  new.  The  experience  helps  me  learn  that 
God  will  provide  me  with  the  strength  to  overcome 
any  obstacle. 

It  also  teaches  me  how  I  can  grow  and  learn  in  my 
spiritual  life.  It  is  a  chance  for  me  to  evaluate  where  I 
am  on  my  walk  with  Christ  and  what  I  need  to  do  in 
order  to  grow  that  relationship. 

Finally,  the  Appalachian  Trail  Hike  is  a  lot  of  fun. 
Those  who  are  part  of  the  hike  share  Christian  fellow- 
ship in  God's  creation,  develop  friendships,  and  learn 
new  things. 

The  Appalachian  Trail  Hike  is  a  shared  experi- 
ence which  brings  you  closer  together  as  a  Christian 
community  and  to  the  Lord  of  all  creation. 


I  think  Pilgrimage  is  an 
enjoyable  experience.  It 
helps  you  get  closer  to  your 
youth  group  and  helps  you 
get  closer  to  GOD.  Pilgrim- 
age has  done  both  for  me. 
-  Gray,  Shady  Grove  UMC 


Since  this  was  my  first  time  going  to  Pilgrimage  ft 
was  amazing!  I  couldn't  believe  that  we  had  so  many 
United  Methodist  Christians  gathering  in  a  coliseum 
to  praise  and  worship  our  Goal  My  favorite  time  was 
when  we  all  got  little  mini-flashlights  and  we  all  held 
them  up  like  a  candle  and  It  was  so  inspiring. 

-  Deanna,  Haw  River  UMC 


This  was  my  first  time  going  to  Pilgrimage  and  I  feel  a  lot  closer 
to  other  kids  in  my  youth  group.  I  had  a  blast  singing,  worshiping 
and  just  hanging  out!!!  -  Grayson,  Englewooa  UMC 


A  "pilgrimage"  is  typically  understood  as  an 
intentional  journey  to  a  sacred  place  for  a 
religious  or  special  or  meaningful  purpose.  Say 
"pilgrimage"  to  many  youth  In  local  churches  in 
the  NC  Conference  and  they  will  have  an  added 
understanding.  Pilgrimage  is  a  weekend  event 
sponsored  by  the  NC  Conference  United  Methodist 
Youth  Ministry  for  youth  from  local  churches  to 
make  or  renew  a  commitment  to  follow  Jesus 
Christ  and  experience  Christian  dlsclpleshlp  as 
fun.  Pilgrimage  is  held  the.  second  weekend  of 
November  each  year  in  Fayetteville. 


To  us,  Pilgrimage  is  a  place  where 
Christians  from  around  the  state  can  come 
together  to  worship,  and  learn  about  God. 
It's  a  spiritual  journey,  and  teaches  us  a  lot 
about  how  God  works  His  wonders,  helps 
us  decipher  certain  situations,  and  how 
He  is  with  us  all  the  time. 
-  Jackie  &  Cullen,  New  Bethel  UMC 


By  David  Godwin, 
youth,  Sharon  UMC,  Greenville  District 

The  Trail  Hike  is  an  awesome  experience  where  we 
go  and  hike  the  Appalachian  Trail. 

I  first  learned  about  the  Trail  Hike  at  Pilgrimage 
while  I  was  in  middle  school.  So  once  I  became  old 
enough,  I  signed  up. 

I  came  to  the  experience  planning  to  just  have  fun 
hiking  for  a  week,  but  I  soon  realized  that  it  was  much 
more  than  a  hiking  trip. 

When  I  arrived  I  was  excited  about  getting  the 
chance  to  do  more  hiking.  I  met  my  group  and  then 
we  loaded  up  in  a  van  and  started  driving. 

In  our  traveling  up  to  the  mountains  of  Virginia 
we  all  learned  a  lot  about  each  other.  This  is  because 
when  you  put  seven  teenagers  and  four  adults  plus  all 
our  gear  in  a  1 5  passenger  van  it  gets  a  little  crowded. 

But  this  is  a  good  thing  because  these  people  are 
your  family  for  the  next  week,  so  it's  good  to  get  a 
jump  start  on  learning  about  each  other. 

I  had  camped  out  before,  but  not  like  this.  Sleeping 
under  a  tarp  and  on  a  ground  cloth  is  a  lot  different 
than  sleeping  in  an  enclosed  manufactured  tent. 
Hiking  and  hiking  with  a  pack  on  your  back  are 
very  different. 

From  my  experience  on  the  trail  hike  and  with  my 
group,  I  was  shown  so  much  love  by  people  who  had 
known  me  less  than  a  week. 

I  was  also  shown  God's  creation  in  its  purest 
form  away  from  all  the  distractions  of  life  such  as 
technology,  cars,  and  other  daily  responsibilities. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  this  experience. 

It  is  an  amazing  experience  to  grow  closer  to  God 
away  from  daily  distractions. 


Pilgrimage  is  something  I  look 
forward  to  every  year.  It's  a  time  for 
wonderful  fellowship  with  friends 
-  old  and  new,  and  a  great  bond- 
ing experience.  The  sight  of  6000 
people  in  the  same  place  to  worship 
God  never  ceases  to  amaze  mel 
-Jennifer,  St  Paul  UMC 


I  think  Pilgrimage  is  an  uplifting  and  fun  weekend, 
my  year  would  not  be  the  same  without  it.  -  Anna,  Camp  UMC 
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By  Ellen  Frazier  * 

Every  July  over  300  Senior  High  youth  come  to- 
gether at  Methodist  University  for  the  Annual  Con- 
ference Session  for  Youth  (ACS).  Some  come  because 
their  parents  make  them;  others  are  there  because  their 
friends  want  them  to  be;  and  others  have  been  coming 
for  years.  I  fall  in  the  last  category.  This  summer  will 
be  my  fourth  and  final  ACS  as  a  youth. 

ACS  is  a  week  of  worship,  legislative  affairs,  growth 
groups,  and  interest  groups.  Everyday  begins  with 
worship  followed  by  legislative  affairs  where  resolu- 
tions that  were  written  by  youth  are  presented  and  de- 
bated. The  topics  vary  from  tuition  capping  at  North 
Carolina  University  schools  to  the  crisis  in  the  Sudan 
to  youth  participation  in  church  administrative  com- 
mittees. This  is  a  way  for  youth  to  make  a  difference 
and  our  voices  to  be  heard. 

Spiritual  life  growth  groups  are  an  essential  part 


of  conference  events.  Growth  groups  provide  youth 
with  a  group  of  people  that  they  can  get  to  know  fairly 
well  over  the  week.  Interest  groups  allow  us  to  spend 
a  couple  hours  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  in  groups 
discussing  issues  of  our  choice.  The  groups  range  from 
preparing  for  college  to  learning  more  about  the  envi- 
ronment to  learning  what  makes  United  Methodists 
distinct  to  strengthening  your  devotional  life. 

ACS  has  come  to  mean  so  much  to  me.  It  is  a  part 
of  my  family  (both  my  dad  and  sister  spent  their  high 
school  years  going  to  ACS)  and  a  part  of  who  I  am. 
The  community  that  is  made  at  conference  youth 
events  is  a  community  that  will  always  be  with  us.  I 
am  honored  to  be  a  part  of  that  community  and  en- 
courage any  high  school  youth  to  come  to  ACS.  You 
can  never  really  stop  being  a  conference  kid. 

*  Ellen  Frazier,  a  member  of  St  Luke  UMC  in  Sanford, 
is  conference  youth  secretary. 


Legislative  Affairs- 
haw  much  §Un  Is  this? 


By  Emily  Farnell  * 

An  important  pan  of  Annual  Conference  Session  for 
Youth  (ACS)  each  year  is  legislative  affairs.  This  process 
is  similar  to  legislation  that  occurs  at  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  that  resolutions  are  introduced  and  debated. 

Preparation  for  legislative  affairs  starts  at  the  first 
resolutions  committee  meeting  in  the  fall  of  each  year. 
The  resolutions  committee  or  "ResCom"  is  made  up  of 
two  senior  high  youth  from  each  district  and  is  chaired 
by  the  legislative  affairs  person.  All  of  these  positions 
are  elected  at  ACS.  Throughout  the  year,  ResCom 
meets  3-4  times  to  brainstorm  ideas  and  discuss  issues 
that  would  be  good  topics  about  which  to  write. 

Youth  at  ACS  sign  up  for  committees  on  various  top- 
ics like  health,  education,  environment,  international 
issues,  church  etc.  In  these  committees,  resolutions  that 
apply  to  that  topic  are  edited  by  the  youth  for  gram- 
matical mistakes  and  clarification.  After  the  commit- 
tees tweak  the  resolutions,  they  are  presented  to  the  full 
body.  The  resolutions  are  read  and  debated. 

Youth  can  debate  for  or  against  a  resolution,  make 
queries  for  the  author,  and  make  friendly  amendments 
to  the  resolutions.  Every  youth  is  given  a  copy  of  the 


United  Methodist  Church  Social  Principles  at  the  be- 
ginning of  ACS  and  is  encouraged  to  use  it  as  a  refer- 
ence during  legislative  affairs. 

One  might  think  that  this  is  a  boring  and  tedious 
process  and  that  youth  don't  get  excited,  but  it  is  quite 
the  opposite.  The  process  can  be  as  intense  as  the 
youth  are  passionate  about  the  issues.  This  year,  there 
were  resolutions  on  the  creation  of  an  HIV/AIDS 
stamp,  youth  participation  in  church  administrative 
committees,  closing  Guantanamo  Bay,  migrant  hous- 
ing, capping  tuition  at  UNC  system  schools  for  NC 
residents,  and  the  crisis  in  Sudan. 

Youth  go  home  not  only  more  informed  on  current 
social  issues  but  also  informed  on  where  The  United 
Methodist  Church  stands  on  these  issues. 

Being  a  part  of  this  process  has  made  me  more  aware 
of  social  issues  going  on  around  me  and  has  shaped  a 
lot  of  the  views  I  have  today.  The  opinions  of  my  peers 
and  the  principles  that  define  us  as  United  Methodists 
enable  me  to  see  things  through  a  perspective  that  many 
of  my  friends  at  home  do  not  see.  Legislative  affairs, 
without  doubt,  is  the  part  of  ACS  I  hold  most  dear. 

*  Emily  Farnell,  of  Centenary  UMC  in  Smithfield, 
is  conference  youth  legislative  affairs  person. 


Breakaway 

By  Kelli  Kosuda  * 

Each  summer,  on  the  Louisburg  College  campus,  an 
interesting  scene  unfolds.  Cars  enter  the  parking  lot, 
holding  jittery  and  anxious  teenagers  ready  to  jump 
out  at  any  second. 

As  the  vehicles  come  to  a  stop,  out  pour  bundles  of 
excited  youth,  hastily  making  their  way  towards  the 
registration  table.  When  they  arrive,  they  find  adult 
and  youth  staff  with  gigantic  smiles  greeting  them 
with  a  joyful  exclamation:  "Welcome  to  Summer 


"Breakaway  is 
the  best  part  of 
my  summer* 
I  have  met  so 
many  friends 
and  have  grown 
greatly  in  my 
relationship  with 
God."  -Kaitlyn 


Breakaway!" 

Screams  and 
laughter  are  heard 
as  friends  join  to- 
gether, some  for  the 
first  time  in  a  year, 
quickly  catching  up 
on  each  others  lives, 
and  anticipating  the 
coming  week. 

Room  assignments 
are  made,  nametags 

are  distributed,  and  the  Youth  Service  Fund  table  is  al- 
ready proudly  displaying  its  new  batch  of  t-shirts  and 
sweatshirts  for  purchase.  Summer  Breakaway  has  of- 
ficially begun. 

This  all  may  seem  a  bit  exaggerated,  but  I  can  assure 
you  that  I  have  witnessed  this  exact  scenario  every  year 
that  I  have  attended  Summer  Breakaway. 

The  excitement  is  contagious  as  youth  from  eastern 
North  Carolina  gather  to  spend  a  week  of  fellowship 
with  each  other  and  the 
Lord  Jesus. 

Over  the  course  of  five 
days,  we  are  infused  with 
God's  powerful  Word  in 
various  ways. 

Whether  it  is  by  partici- 
pating in  Lights,  Camera, 
Action!  movie  groups,  daily 
spiritual  life  growth  groups, 
watching  or  participating  in 
the  talent  show,  or  times  of 
worship  and  vespers,  the  week  is  full  of  opportunities 
for  us  to  come  together  as  the  body  of  Christ. 

Over  the  past  seven  years,  Breakaway  has  held  a  pre- 
cious place  in  my  heart.  The  staff  is  passionate  about 
serving  the  Lord,  and  earnestly  seeks  to  spread  His 
message  to  each  youth.  They  always  maintain  a  godly 
example  in  whatever  situations  arise. 

Summer  Breakaway  is  truly  a  life-changing  and 
exciting  event  for  youth.  With  events  like  this 
growing    in    the    conference,    God's    Word  is 
being   instilled  in 
young  people  who 
are     letting  His 
love  shine. 

We  are  being 
equipped  to  take 
our  candles,  and  to 
go  light  our  world. 


"The  best 
parts  of 
Breakaway 
are  the 
movie 
groups  and 
the  dorm 
groups!" 
—Jordan 


*  Kelli  Kosuda  is  a 
high  school  senior 
from  St.  Paul  UMC 
in  Goldsboro. 


I  love  Breakaway 
because  you 
can  see  all 
your  Conference 
friends*  And 
I  love  it 
when  the  youth 
win  the  youth/ 
staff  games!" 
—Angela 
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Greetings  from  the  UM  Global 
Young  People's  Convocation 
and  Legislative  Assembly 

The  NC  Conference  sent  two  representatives  selected 
to  be  part  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  delegation 
to  the  United  Methodist  Global  Young  Peoples  Convo- 
cation and  Legislative  Assembly  held  in  Johannesburg, 
South  Africa.  Laura  Lord,  a  member  of  Louis  burg 
UMC  and  conference  youth  president,  served  as  a  youth 
representative,  and  Ben  Adams,  a  member  of  Centenary 
UMC  in  Smithfield,  former  conference  youth  president 
and  member  of  the  2004  General  Conference  delega- 
tion from  the  NC  Conference,  served  as  a  young  adult 
representative.  Following  are  their  observations: 


From  Ben  Adams 


I  greet  you  all  in  a  spirit  of  "Ubuntu"  -  the  Zulu 
phrase  for  expressing  humanity  towards  one  another. 

It  is  a  concept  that  many  in  South  Africa  inter- 
pret as  "I  am  because  we  are,"  and  truly,  its  ideals 
reverberate  throughout  the  country. 

As  we  gathered  for  the  Global  Young  Peoples 
Convocation  (GYPC),  Ubuntu  was  an  underlying 
theme  in  all  that  we  did  and  all  that  we  accomplished. 

The  event  was  host  to  several  hundred  youth,  young 
adults,  and  youth  workers  from  across  the  globe. 
Germany,  Brazil,  the  United  States,  Ivory  Coast,  South 
Africa,  the  Philippines,  and  several  other  countries 
sent  delegates  to  participate. 

The  diverse  group  provided  an  opportunity  for 
young  people  to  interact  with  Christians  from 
different  walks  of  life  -  something  many  of  these 
young  people  had  never  experienced. 

Prayers  were  spoken  in  different  languages,  speakers 


spoke  in  their  native  tongue,  and  songs  from  various 
cultures  were  shared. 

The  speakers  included  Bishop  Rosemarie  Wenner 
of  Germany;  Levi  Bautista,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  United  Nations  and  International  Affairs  of  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society;  Bishop  Eben 
Nhiwatiwa  of  the  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference; 
Sarah  Crawford-Browne  from  Cape  Town;  and 
Dr.  Beauty  Rosebery  Maenzanise  of  Africa  University. 

Their  varied  messages  were  accompanied  by  the 
beautiful  music  of  the  Africa  University  Choir. 

Though  worship  was  central  to  the  Convocation, 
the  conference  also  contained  a  legislative  assembly. 

Each  jurisdiction  sent  five  youth,  five  young 
adults,  and  two  youth/young  adult  workers  who  were 
considered  voting  delegates. 

The  central  conferences'  number  of  voting  delegates 
varied  between  conferences.  Ninety-six  delegates  had 


the  ability  to  vote  on  over  40  pieces  of  legislation. 

Due  to  time  constraints,  certain  pieces  of  legislation 
were  never  brought  to  the  floor,  but  instead  referred 
to  the  Division  on  Ministries  with  Young  People 
for  action. 

The  legislation  that  did  make  it  to  the  floor  and 
thus,  will  go  to  the  2008  General  Conference  with 
the  endorsement  of  the  GYPC  includes  resolutions 
concerning  Darfur/Sudan  Awareness  Building,  the 
Continuation  of  Africa  University,  the  UM  Global 
AIDS  Fund,  and  Peace  and  Conflict  issues. 

It  was  an  honor  and  a  privilege  for  Laura  Lord  and 
me  to  not  only  represent  young  people  and  young 
adults  across  the  jurisdiction,  but  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  support  and  prayers 
during  our  trip  around  the  world.  May  the  grace  and 
peace  of  Christ  be  with  you  always. 


From  Laura  Lord 


■■■■■■■■ 


&&&&& 


One  of  the  memorable  parts  of  the  Convocation 
was  our  interaction  with  the  South  African 
environment,  history,  and  culture. 

After  the  morning  sessions,  the  Convocation  went 
on  afternoon  excursions  to  see  Johannesburg.  On 
Friday,  December  29,  we  broke  into  several  groups  to 
visit  orphanages  in  Johannesburg. 

While  traveling  to  and  from  the  orphanages,  we 
saw  much  of  the  city  and  its  extreme  wealth  and 
poverty.  The  orphanage  that  Ben  and  I  traveled  to  was 
the  Orlando's  Home  for  Children. 

The  orphanage  had  60  children  from  ages  two 
months  to  22  years  old  that  had  been  abandoned  by 
their  parents,  and  some  were  infected  by  HIV-AIDS. 
Not  only  are  the  children  taken  care  of  and  attend 
school,  but  they  are  taught  employment  skills. 

The  Home  has  opened  a  Floristry,  Hairdressing 
Salon,  Shoe  Repair  shop,  and  Upholstery  shop  for  the 
children  to  work  in  to  gain  employment  skills,  so  they 
can  leave  with  an  education  and  job  experiences. 

After  we  were  given  a  tour,  the  children  performed 
and  sang  for  us.  It  was  moving  to  see  people  who  had 
been  through  so  much  and  had  so  little  sing,  dance, 
and  have  a  good  time. 

It  was  obvious  to  see  God's  good  works  being  done 
in  Orlando's  Home  for  Children. .... 


On  Saturday,  December  30,  the  Convocation 
visited  museums  in  Soweto,  a  former  township  of 
Johannesburg  that  apartheid  labeled  a  "ghetto  for  the 
black  population." 

We  visited  the  Hector  Pieterson  Museum,  named 
after  a  boy  who  was  killed  by  police  in  a  student 
protest  during  Apartheid. 

We  visited  Nelson  Mandela's  former  home  which  is 
incredibly  tiny  but  filled  with  memorabilia  commem- 
orating his  struggles  for  Apartheid.  The  Apartheid 
Museum  vividly  depicts  every  aspect  of  Apartheid. 

The  museums  clearly  show  how  much  the  South 
African  people  have  been  through  in  recent  years. 

Monday,  January  1,  the  Southeast  Jurisdiction 
delegates  had  the  opportunity  to  go  on  a  safari  ride  in 
the  Pilanesberg  National  Park.  During  the  safari  ride, 
we  saw  a  diversity  of  animals  and  picturesque  scenery. 

The  Convocation  offered  so  many  opportunities 
to  see  Christ's  presence  in  the  conference,  the  people, 
and  Africa.  Ben  and  I  were  blessed  to  attend  a  con- 
ference that  can  bring  change  to  the  global  United 
Methodist  Church. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  we  can  continue  to  open 
doors,  minds,  and  hearts  from  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  to  welcome  the  Kingdom  of  God  from  all 
over  the  world,  „  „ 


Youth  ministry  from  6 

I  pray  that  God  will  use  me  to  bless  the  lives  of  our 
youth  just  as  God  used  those  adults  who  took  the  time 
to  work  with  me  so  long  ago. 

I  am  excited  to  see  what  God  has  in  store  for  our 
church  as  young  people  continue  to  take  their  place 
within  the  leadership  of  the  church.  Working  with 
them,  I  have  come  to  have  all  faith  that  God  has  a 
bright  future  for  our  Annual  Conference  and  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Many  thanks  to  YOU  -  the  clergy,  laity  and  faithful 
churches  of  our  Annual  Conference.  Because  of  your 
financial  support  through  your  apportioned  giving, 
because  of  your  willingness  to  share  your  leaders,  both 
laity  and  clergy,  because  of  your  willingness  to  sup- 
port and  send  your  youth  to  participate  in  the  various 
events  of  the  Conference  Youth  Program,  you  have 
forever  changed  the  lives  of  countless  people. 

I  am  deeply  grateful  for  you  and  your  support  of 
our  Conference  Youth  Ministry.  I  believe  it  has  made 
all  the  difference  in  my  life,  and  in  the  lives  of  count- 
less others.  This,  I  believe  is  the  defining  proof  of  an 
effective  ministry,  a  ministry  for  which  we  should  give 
God  all  thanks  and  praise. 

*  The  Rev.  Ken  Hall,  Jr.  is  pastor  of  Mebane  UMC 
and  chairs  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries. 
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2  UMW  Church  Women 
United  World  Day  of  Prayer 

3  Global  Vision  Orientation; 
United  Methodist  Building; 
11am 

7  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 

8  CEF  (Christian  Educators 
Fellowship);  1  2:30pm  to 
2:30pm  United  Methodist 
Building 

10     Confirmation  Celebration; 
1 0am  - 1  pm;  Garner  UMC 

12-14  Stewardship  Seminar  for 
Pastors  New  to  the  Confer- 
ence, Trinity  Center; 
Salter  Path 

12-  15  Full  Connection  Interviews, 

St.  Luke  UMC,  Goldsboro 

13-  18  Global  Vision 

22  CEF  (Christian  Educators 
Fellowship);  12:30pm  to 
2:30pm 

CEF  Executive  Committee 
Day  Apart 

23-24  Clergy  Spouse's  Retreat, 
Fort  Caswell  Center; 
Caswell  Beach 

23-25  Kaleidoscope; 
Don  Lee  Center 

25     Appointive  Cabinet 

31      UMW  Executive  Committee 
Meeting  in  Asheville,  NC 

April  2007 

18  Extended  Cabinet 

1 9  Appointive  Cabinet 

MERCI  Board 

22     Conference  Youth  Rally 
Day;  NC  Wesleyan  College- 
Rocky  Mount 

23-  26  SEJ  Clergywomen's  2007 

Consultation,  "Somebody's 
Calling  My  Name"  Epworth 
by  the  Sea,  St.  Simon's,  GA 

24-  26  Academy  on  Christian 

Witness;  Camp  Rockfish 

27-28  For  Such  a  Time  as  This; 
Conference  Children's 
Ministry  Resource  Event; 
Centenary  UMC;  New  Bern 

28     UMW  Racial  Justice  Work- 
shop; 9:30am-  2pm;  First 
UMC;  Rocky  Mount 


By  Viclci  Brown  * 

(UMNS)  -  College  students  who 
need  additional  funds  for  the  current 
semester  can  apply  for  a  United  Meth- 
odist student  loan. 

"We  are  accepting  applications  for 
loans  for  the  winter/spring  semester 
right  now,"  said  James  Harding,  assis- 
tant executive  director  for  loans  admin- 
istration and  operations  for  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  "Often,  students  find 
that  they  get  to  the  spring  semester  and 
the  money  they  thought  would  cover 
everything  they  needed  doesn't  go  quite 
as  far  as  they  thought  it  would." 

Loans  for  church  members 

A  college  student  who  has  been  a 
member  of  a  United  Methodist  church 
for  one  year  is  eligible  to  borrow  up  to 
$2,500  in  any  calendar  year  at  a  6  per- 
cent interest  rate,  lower  than  the  current 
federal  Stafford  Loan  rate  of  6.8  percent 
or  ParentPlus  at  8.5  percent,  Harding 
said.  About  $2  million  is  available  for 
student  loans  in  2007. 

A  student  who  wants  to  borrow  must 


Immigration  from  3 

impact  of  immigration,  and  legal  issues 
in  immigration  -  armed  participants 
with  facts  and  perspectives  about  the 
issues  so  they  could  deal  with  the 
problems  intelligently. 

Other  small  group  sessions  gave 
participants  a  chance  to  discuss  im- 
migration issues  and  ministries  within 
their  own  conferences  and  churches. 

Friday  night  was  set  aside  for  an 
interactive  musical  program  "Celebrat- 
ing Our  Diversity,"  which  featured 
special  music  from  Nicaragua  led  by 
Marion  Obando  Solano  and  traditional 
Aztec  music  and  dances  by  the  group 
Quetzalcoastl. 

By  the  end  of  the  evening  and 
continuing  through  the  end  of  the 
conference,  the  variety  of  cultures  had 
visibly  and  vocally  blended  into  the  one 
community  that  transcends  borders  and 
unites  peoples,  the  Body  of  Christ. 

*  Ken  Ripley  is  chairperson  of  the  confer- 
ence Commission  on  Church  and  Society 
and  editor-publisher  of  the  Spring  Hope 
Enterprise. 


be  attending  an  accredited  degree  pro- 
gram full  time  and  have  a  2.0  (C)  grade- 
point  average. 

Since  loans  are  based  on  a  calendar 
year,  even  a  student  who  borrowed  the 
maximum  $2,500  in  fall  2006  is  eligible 
for  another  loan.  However,  a  student 
who  borrows  $2,500  for  the  winter/ 
spring  semester  would  be  unable  to 
borrow  again  for  fall  2007. 

United  Methodist  student  loans  can 
be  used  for  any  college-related  expenses 
-  child  care,  transportation,  meals  -  not 
just  direct  costs  such  as  tuition  and  books, 
Harding  said. 

In  2006,  the  Office  of  Loans  and 
Scholarships  provided  nearly  $1  million 
in  financial  aid  to  college  students  and, 
since  2000,  about  $13.8  million  to  5,671 
United  Methodists  attending  college. 

Fall  2007  scholarships 

While  scholarships  for  the  winter/ 
spring  2007  semester  already  have  been 
awarded,  applications  are  being  accepted 
for  fall  2007,  Harding  said.  United 
Methodist  scholarships  and  requirements 
are  listed  on  the  Web  site. 

Last  year,  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  awarded  a 


total  of  $3.5  million  in  scholarships  to 
2,800  students. 

Supported  by  Student  Day 

Much  of  the  money  for  both  loans  and 
scholarships  is  collected  through  special 
offerings  such  as  United  Methodist 
Student  Day  on  the  last  Sunday  each 
November.  Ninety  percent  of  collections 
go  to  the  board's  scholarship  programs, 
while  10  percent  is  for  student  loans. 
Each  United  Methodist-related  college 
gets  money  for  scholarships,  and  each 
participating  annual  conference  gets  10 
percent  of  Student  Day  receipts  to  award 
to  merit  scholars. 

Application  details 

Details  on  loans  and  scholarships, 
along  with  application  information,  are 
available  at  www.gbhem.org/gbhem/ 
loans2.html.  Contact  the  Office  of 
Loans  and  Scholarships  at  (615)  340- 
7346  or  write  to  umloans@gbhem.org 
or  umscholar@gbhem.org. 

*  Vicki  Brown  is  an  associate  editor 
and  writer  in  the  Office  of  Interpreta- 
tion, United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 


William  Everitt  Lain,  son 
of  Doug  (Raleigh:  Wendell) 
andTara  Lain  was  born  on 
February  1 1 . 


|\]ew  Testament  ^pi'rituaiity 

A  weekend  for  spiritual  formation, 
information  and  transformation  (PPS 

featurirv 

Robert  Mulholland 

noted  author  and  j\|ew  ~j~ estament  ^3cKoiar 

Friday  Evening  and  Saturday 

May  4-5,  2007 
Benson  Memorial  UMC,  Raleigh,  NC 

Best-selling  author  and  Asbury  Seminary  Professor' 
Robert  Mulholland  invites  you  to  journey  toward 
wholeness  and  peace.  Dr.  Mulholland  leads  you  i 
in  revealing  the  spirituality  of  Jesus,  John,  and  j 
Paul.  Key  points  include  the  nature  of  spirituality,] 
life  in  a  radically  God-referenced  mode,  the 
false-self  and  religious  false-self  we  show  others,! 
and  how  we  can  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  1 
Christ.  1 

In  addition  to  the  informative  lectures,  you  will  / 
experience  times  of  reflection,  inspiring  worship,  i 
caring  community,  and  praise  to  God.  ] 

Registration  includes  Saturday  lunch  and  dinner  1 
$45  prior  to  April  13th;  $60  afterwards 

For  more  information  or  to  register 
call  (919)  832-1416 

or  wvvw.carolimbroadcu^  I 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc.  j 
publishers  of  The  Efird  Bible  Study  Series  and  Daily  Prayer  j 
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Former  NC  Conference 
director  of  missions  named 
UMCOR  interim  CEO 


(UMNS)  -  Dr.  Sam  Dixon,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  NC  Conference  serving  as 
staff  executive  overseeing  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM) 
evangelization  and  church  growth  unit, 
was  named  interim  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  (UMCOR). 

The  Rev.  Paul  Dirdak,  a  clergy  member 
of  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer- 
ence, resigned  to  pursue  new  professional 
opportunities,  according  to  a  statement 
from  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  He 
said  he  was  pleased  "to  have  been  a  part  of 
the  expansion  of  UMCOR's  capacity." 

Chief  executive  of  the  GBGM  (UM- 
CORs parent  agency), 
the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day, 
will  work  closely  with 
Dixon  to  enhance  and 
expand  partnerships 
with  the  denomination's 
annual  conferences  and 
agencies. 

"In  my  heart,  I  want 
our  denomination  to 
move  spiritually  and 
substantially  to  an  ever- 
deeper  level  of  caring  for 


and  advocating  for  the  poorest  of  the 
poor,  especially  the  children,  as  an  ex- 
pression of  the  Gospel,"  Day  said. 

A  search  committee  to  seek  Dirdak's 
successor  is  expected  to  be  named  when 
directors  of  the  GBGM  meet  in  April. 

Dixon  has  served  as  an  official  with 
UMCOR  and  the  GBGM  since  1998. 
Previously  he  served  as  pastor  at  Snead's 
Ferry,  Durham  Parish,  Swepsonville, 
Calvary  in  Durham,  Swansboro,  First  in 
Roanoke  Rapids  and  as  NC  Conference 
director  of  missions. 

UMCOR  has  helped  direct  tens 
of  millions  of  dollars  from  United 
Methodists  -  as  well  as  grants  from 
outside  agencies  -  into 
comprehensive  disaster 
relief  programs  for  those 
affected  by  the  South 
Asia  tsunami  and  Hurri- 
canes Katrina  and  Rita. 

UMCOR  is  also 
managing  Katrina  Aid 
Today,  a  coalition 
of  organizations  as- 
sisting the  hurricane 
victims  through  a  $66 


Dr.  Sam  Dixon 


million  grant. 


Lawmakers  meet  with  bishops 


The  president  and  president-desig- 
nate of  the  UM  Council  of  Bishops 
met  with  senators  and  representatives 
before  a  reception  for  United  Meth- 
odist members  of  Congress,  hosted  by 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie  of  the 
Houston  Area  and  Bishop  Gregory  V. 
Palmer  of  the  Iowa  Area  spent  a  day 
in  the  halls  of  Congress  talking  about 
issues  important  to  the  church  and 


forming  bridges  between  the  faith 
community  and  lawmakers. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Soci- 
ety has  identified  six  2007  legislative 
priorities:  supporting  comprehen- 
sive immigration  reform,  expanding 
funding  for  family  planning,  ending 
the  war  in  Iraq,  increasing  the  mini- 
mum wage,  reducing  global  warming 
pollution  and  providing  access  to  pri- 
mary health  care  for  all. 


Grants  encourage  call  to  ministry 


In  its  mission  to  support  the  next 
generation  of  leaders  for  the  church,  the 
Fund  for  Theological  Education  invites 
congregations  to  submit  grant  propos- 
als for  programs  intended  to  support 


a  culture  that  encourages  the  call  to 
the  ministry.  Grants  range  from  $500 
to  $3,000.  Applications  must  be  post- 
marked by  March  15.  To  apply,  go  to 
www.thefund.org. 


Guardian  Angels  Craig  and  Lisa  Treadaway  (members  of  Holland's  UMC,  Raleigh) 
enjoy  the  UNC  basketball  they  purchased  at  the  gala's  live  auction  with  MHC 
President/CEO  Bruce  Stanley  (right).  Guardian  Angel  awards  were  given  to  those 
who,  through  their  service  and  support,  have  made  extraordinary  commitments 
to  the  children  and  families  served  by  MHC.  Other  recipients  were:  First  UMC, 
Mt.  Gilead  and  First  UMC,  Cary. 

1 0th  MHC  charity  gala  has 
record  attendance,  support 


*  By  Maria  Murray  Riemann 

A  record  550  guests  attended  the 
10th  annual  Methodist  Home  for  Chil- 
dren charity  gala,  "A  Winter's  Tale,"  in 
January  at  North  Ridge  Country  Club 
in  Raleigh. 

The  major  purpose  of  the  annual  gala 
is  to  raise  funds  in  support  of  the  MHC 
mission  to  nurture  children,  youth, 
and  families.  The  agency  raised  over 
$175,000,  more  than  at  any  previous 
gala  to  benefit  those  served  by  MHC. 

The  evening's  keynote  speaker, 
MSNBC  journalist  and  acclaimed 
author,  Jeannette  Walls,  spoke  about  her 
chaotic  and  heart-breaking  childhood 
with  her  deeply  loving,  yet  dysfunctional 
parents.  Her  story  highlighted  the 
enduring  importance  of  the  work  of 
MHC  in  caring  for  young  people  and 
their  families. 

"As  more  and  more  people  come  to 
understand  the  good  work  of  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  and  the  need  for 
its  services,  they  want  to  support  the 
agency.  Therefore,  this  important  event 
becomes  ever  more  successful,"  said 
MHC  President/CEO  Bruce  Stanley, 
reflecting  on  the  evening  and  its  history. 


The  gala  was  co-chaired  by 
Jackie  and  Mike  Abbott  and  Allison 
and  Alton  Smith. 

The  Golden  Corral  Corporation 
served,  once  again,  as  the  lead  sponsor. 
WRAL  anchor,  Debra  Morgan,  hosted 
the  evening. 

Part  of  the  evening's  program  was  de- 
voted to  inducting  three  new  members 
into  Methodist  Home  for  Children's 
Guardian  Angel  Society. 

The  award  recognizes  those  who, 
through  their  service  and  support,  have 
made  extraordinary  commitments  to  the 
children  and  families  served  by  MHC. 

Lisa  and  Craig  Treadaway  of  Raleigh; 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Cary; 
and  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Mt.  Gilead  were  honored  at  the  event. 

Those  in  attendance  also  included 
former  Lieutenant  Governor  Bob  Jordan 
and  his  wife,  Sarah;  North  Carolina 
Representative  Linda  Coleman  and 
her  husband,  Jimmy;  North  Carolina 
Senator  Fred  Smith  and  his  wife,  Ginny; 
and  North  Carolina  District  Court 
Judge,  Bill  Creech  and  his  wife  Sally. 

*  Maria  Murray  Riemann  is  director 
of  communications  for  MHC. 


by  K3H  Zorowski 


WHAT  ACTIVITIES  00  YOU 
HAVE  PLANNED  FOR  NEXT 
MONTH'S  YOUTH  FESTIVAL? 


WELL,  YOU  REMEMBER  THAT  C0NTE5T 
WE  ALWAY5  HAVE  WHERE  PEOPLE  GET 
TO  THROW  A  PIE  AT  THE  PREACHER? 
WE'RE  NOT  HAVING  IT  THI5  YEAR  ... 


ToJa/'sMiAre 
Tomorrow's  Church 


G00DI  THAT  WHIPPEV  CREAM 
ALMOST  RUINEP  MY  R0&E! 


WE  REPLACED  IT  WITH 
A  PUNKING  BOOTH ... 


Copyright  2007  Karl  A.  Zorowski.  All  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com. 
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Mission  team  from  Southeast  Jurisdiction 
helps  Native  Americans  on  Gulf  Coast 


Native  American  communities  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  still  reel- 
ing from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
received  a  third  visit  by  a  UM  Native 
American  disaster  relief  team. 

"It's  a  God  thing  that  they  are  willing 
to  come  to  our  community,"  said  the 
Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton 
Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac,  La. 

A  10-member  team  from  the  South- 
east Jurisdiction  celebrated  the  New 
Year  with  their  native  brothers  and  sis- 
ters Dec.  29-Jan.  4,  said  Darlene  Jacobs, 
a  member  of  Circle  of  Christ  UMC  in 
Raleigh  and  executive  director  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Agency  for 
Native  American  Ministries. 

A  team  traveled  to  the  Gulf  Coast 
after  the  hurricanes  hit  in  November 
2005  and  returned  in  April  2006. 

"Many  Native  Americans  live  in  pov- 
erty, and  it  has  been  my  experience  that 
we  need  to  be  intentional  in  minister- 
ing to  our  native  brothers  and  sisters 
because  many  times  they  get  overlooked 
when  a  crisis  of  this  magnitude  occurs," 
Jacobs  said. 

In  addition  to  recovery  work  on 
homes,  the  team  led  a  spiritual  revival 
for  the  community  at  Clanton  Chapel. 

"We  need  help  in  every  way,  but  we 
don't  need  to  forget  our  focus  and  Cre- 
ator, and  that  is  God,"  said  Verret.  "He 
continues  to  bless  us  in  so  many  ways 
and  opening  doors  for  our  commu- 
nity. Our  people  are  excited  that  they 
(the  team)  came  back  again,  not  only 
to  work  but  to  hold  a  spiritual  revival  in 
our  community.  This  has  not  happened 


N3t'Ve  Amfi,"C3ftC( 


SEJANAM  Mission  team.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  (front  row)  Fedelia 
Locklear,  Prospect  UMC,  Darlene  Jacobs,  Circle  of  Christ  UMC,  and  George 
Locklear,  Collins  Chapel  UMC.  Shown  in  the  back  are  Allen  Locklear,  Prospect 
UMC,  Wade  Hunt,  Prospect  UMC,  Rock  Rothrock  (Dulac,  Louisiana),  Eddie  Gibson, 
Faith  UMC,  Jude  Bullard,  Prospect  UMC,  and  Ray  Oxendine  of  Fairview  UMC. 


before  and  we  were  thrilled" 

Team  members  hung  drywall,  built 
cabinets  and  installed  insulation  for 
Donna  and  Junior  Naquin. 

"Without  their  ministering  to  the 
community  and  to  our  family,  we 
would  not  be  able  to  move  into  our 
home,"  Donna  said.  "...  If  they  had  not 
come,  it  would  be  another  year  before 
we  could  move!" 

"Excitement  and  astonishment  can 
best  describe  this  trip,"  said  Wade 
Hunt,  mission  team  leader  and  a  mem- 
ber of  Prospect  UMC  in  the  Rocking- 
ham District. 

"We  didn't  have  all  the  resources  or 
materials  for  the  work  that  needed  to 
be  done.  We  literally  saw  the  Bible  sto- 
ry where  Jesus  fed  the  5,000  with  two 


Conference 


Trinity  UMC  -  MaryAverett  Celebrates  104th  Birthday 

On  January  13,  members  of  the  JOY  (Just  Older  Youth)  group  from  Trinity  UMC 
in  Raleigh,  along  with  the  pastor,  Jim  Harry  (right)  and  his  wife  Robin  (not  pic- 
tured), joined  Mary  Averett  (left)  in  celebrating  her  104th  birthday  at  her  residence, 
Brantwood  Nursing  Home  near  Oxford.  Rev.  Harry  entertained  the  group  by  singing 
some  of  Ms.  Averett's  favorite  hymns. 


fishes  and  five  loaves  of  bread  play  out 
before  our  very  eyes,"  Hunt  said. 

The  team  also  worked  on  homes  of 
the  Mississippi  Choctaw  families  living 
in  the  Gulf  region  and  ministered  to 
Indian  families  who  re-located  to  Ala- 
bama from  Louisiana. 

Jacobs  said  Native  American  churches 
in  the  Southeast  have  contributed  mon- 
ey, resources,  prayers  and  labors  of  love. 
"We  went  to  the  community  to  help, 
but  there  is  the  added  blessing  of  meet- 
ing wonderful  people,  mission  teams 
and  forming  lifelong  relationships,"  she 
said.  "This  is  what  it  is  all  about  -  the 
spiritual,  social,  physical  and  emotional 
care  for  people's  lives  and  hearts." 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Agency  for  Native  American  Ministries 
is  the  advocate  for  23  Native  American 
congregations  and  three  other  minis- 
tries in  the  region.  For  additional  infor- 
mation, contact  Darlene  Jacobs  at  (888) 
825-6316  or  djacobs@sejumc.org. 


New  window 
honors  1929 
Louisburg 
graduate 

In  honor  of  a  1929  graduate 
of  Louisburg  College,  a  new 
window  for  ole  Main  at  Louisburg 
College  was  donated  as  part  of  the 
"Windows  for  Education"  project. 

"We  are  pleased  to  announce 
that  one  of  the  windows  will  be 
dedicated  to  Mrs.  Lucille  Bulla 
Owen,  class  of  1929  and  mother 
of  Inez  Harcher  and  Geraldine 
Bertschi  of  Fayetteville,"  said  Vance 
Miller,  a  project  coordinator. 

The  goal  of  "Windows  for 
Education"  is  to  replace  411 
windows  currently  in  disrepair  or 
boarded  up  in  Ole  Main  and  the 
three  dorms. 

There  are  127  large  windows  in 
Ole  Main  and  284  dorm  windows 
to  be  replaced. 

The  project  is  being  coordinated 
by  the  Raleigh  District  UM  Men 
and  the  Young  Men's  Bible  Class  at 
First  UMC  in  Cary. 

Tax-deductible  gifts  of  $700  for 
a  window  in  Ole  Main  or  $600 
for  a  dorm  window  are  requested. 

Donors  may  designate  a  person, 
class,  church,  or  business  to  be 
listed  on  a  plaque  placed  under 
each  donated  window. 

Checks  should  be  made  payable 
to  Louisburg  College,  designated 
for  "Windows  for  Education,"  and 
sent  to  Bill  Shuler,  5105  Deer  Lake 
Trail,  Wake  Forest,  NC  27596. 

For  further  information  contact 
Vance  Miller  at  (919)  467-6934  or 
vanan@mailstadon.com. 


Audio  Visual  Designs  prepared  for  today. 


Design  Consultations 
Site  lurveyt 

Syttem  Integration  &  Upgrades 
Volunteer  Assisted  Installation  Program 
On-lite  Staff  A  Volunteer  Training 
Serving  Churches  &  Camps  since  1988 


m 


CR 


Integrated 
Technologies 


A  Division  of  UCf  Micro  Computer  Per 


soomrsss 

Sales 
Rentals 
Installations 


Mangum — President 


•^designed  for  the  Future! 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

April  1,2007 

Text:     Revelation  1:1-8 

Luke  19:28-40 
"Yielding  to  Christ's  Lordship" 

Do  you  panic  when  you  see  that  one 
of  the  study  texts  is  from  the  Book  of 
Revelation?  If  so,  take  a  good,  deep 
breath;  this  is  the  first  of  nine  weeks  of 
work  in  this  strange  book  that  props  up 
the  back  half  of  the  Bible! 

The  Palm  Sunday  story  told  in  Luke 
is  familiar  territory.  There  is  something 
intriguing  in  the  fact  that  in  2007  Palm 
Sunday  falls  on  April  Fools  Day.  The 
joking  of  April  Fools  Day  is  to  trick 
friends  into  believing  something  is  true 
when  it  really  is  not  true.  ("Your  shoe  is 
untied!"  April  Fool!) 

Maybe  that  is  something  of  what 
happened  on  Palm  Sunday;  the  crowd's 
glad  greeting  given  to  the  Lord  Jesus 
quickly  turned  to  "We  didn't  really 
mean  it" — April  Fool!  In  recent  years, 
the  Church  has  begun  to  call  this  day 
Palm/Passion  Sunday,  making  sure  that 
we  do  not  forget  the  double-sided  na- 
ture of  the  events  that  brought  Jesus 
into  Jerusalem. 

But  what  are  we  to  make  of  the  Book 
of  Revelation?  It  was  written  after  the 
story  has  turned  once  again  toward  vic- 
tory (toward  resurrection).  It  was  writ- 
ten for  a  people  who  felt  they  were  liv- 
ing again  in  the  kind  of  persecution 
that  crucified  our  Lord. 

So,  John  of  Patmos  sends  this  re- 
minder that  the  victory  has  already 
been  won:  Christ  is  risen.  The  writing 
is  not  so  much  about  some  end-time 
out  in  the  future  as  it  is  about  the  pres- 
ence of  the  One  who  has  already  won. 
The  Revelation  text  is  not  in  the  future 
tense;  it  is  in  the  present  tense:  "I  am 
the  Alpha  and  the  Omega." 

Then  the  verse  (Revelation  1:8)  shifts 
to  recognize  that  this  Lord  who  is  with 
the  faithful  even  now  is  the  same  as  the 
one  who  was  and  who  will  be  (Revela- 
tion 1:8).  It  is  as  if  John  is  saying,  "No 
matter  where  you  look — past,  present, 
or  future — King  Jesus  is  with  us."  (Keep 
in  mind  that  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity 
asserts  that  the  Son  is  the  Eternal  Word, 
even  present  at  creation — John  1:1-3, 
Colossians  1:17).  How's  that  for  Alpha 
and  Omega,  beginning  and  end! 

A  friend  once  asked  me  to  watch 
over  his  very  valuable  camera  bag  while 
he  ran  an  errand.  We  were  in  an  area 


April 


where  a  thief  could  grab  the  camera 
equipment  and  melt  into  a  crowd  of 
thousands.  I  knew  no  one  else  in  sight. 
It  was  a  lonely  and  somewhat  frighten- 
ing moment  until  my  friend  came  back 
for  his  property.  This  part  of  Book  of 
Revelation  gives  the  good  news  that  the 
Friend  is  already  here.  Be  at  peace. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Stanley  Copeland  {Lord,  He  Went, 
Abingdon  Press)  quotes  Bill  Hinson: 
"Surely  we  have  an  elder  brother,  even 
Jesus  Christ,  who  has  carried  our  trans- 
gressions and  our  pain... and  has  come 
again  that  we  might  have  life..." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "You  are  here,  Lord..." 

April  8,  2007 

Text:    John  20:1-18,30-31 

Revelation  1:9-20 
"Discovering  Resurrection" 

The  risen  Christ  has  often  been  mis- 
taken for  something  or  someone  else. 
Mary  Magdalene  thought  he  was  the 
gardener  (John  20:15).  Thomas  want- 
ed full  evidence  that  the  risen  one  was 
Jesus  (John  20:24).  The  two  disciples 
walking  on  the  road  to  Emmaus  did 
not  recognize  the  Lord  (Luke  24:16). 
Saul — soon  to  be  called  Paul — had  to 
ask  the  risen  Christ,  "Who  are  you?" 
(Acts  9:4). 

In  this  Easter  Sunday  study  text, 
John  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos  hears  the 
voice  of  Jesus,  turns  to  look,  and  sees 
a  remarkable  sight:  lampstands,  stars, 
sword,  and  a  figure  who  almost  belied 
description  (Revelation  1:12-16). 

What  do  you  think  the  risen  Lord 
looks  like?  If  we  expect  to  see  Him  in 
flowing  robes  and  wearing  first  cen- 
tury Birkenstocks,  we  might  indeed 
miss  Him.  Are  we  more  likely  to  meet 
the  risen  Lord  in  acts  of  mercy?  Scenes 
of  forgiveness?  Moments  of  caring? 
Touches  of  healing?  Places  of  justice? 
Steps  of  inclusion?  We  discover  resur- 
rection when  we  see  life  when  we  ex- 
pected to  see  death. 

Our  United  Methodist  order  for  a 
service  of  Word  and  Table  has  the  pow- 
erful opening  greeting:  "The  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.  (And 
also  with  you.)  The  risen  Christ  is  with 
us.  (Praise  the  Lord!)" 

What  an  amazing  claim!  Look  around 
you  on  Easter  Sunday  and  see  the  pews 
filled  with  people  you  saw  at  the  gro- 
cery store  last  Tuesday,  the  hymns  being 
sung  by  people  who  watched  Friday's 


ball  game  with  you,  the  prayers  prayed 
by  people  whose  name  you  do  not 
know,  the  Scripture  heard  by  neighbors 
and  strangers  alike.  And  we  look  at  such 
a  motley  gathering  and  dare  to  shout: 
"The  risen  Christ  is  with  us!"  Have  we 
missed  seeing  Him? 

There  is  no  pretending  about  the 
death.  (The  Greek  word  translated 
"dead"  in  Revelation  1 : 1 8  is  sometimes 
used  for  "corpse.")  But  there  is  also  no 
pretending  about  the  life.  "I  am  alive 
forever"  (Revelation  1:18).  Have  you 
known  forgiveness?  Have  you  known 
new  beginnings?  Have  you  known 
peace?  Have  you  known  assurance? 
Have  you  known  holiness?  Have  you 
known  the  taste  of  eternal  life?  Have 
you  known  call  and  challenge?  Have 
you  known  love?  Have  you  known  the 
Risen  Christ? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Final  Sanity  (Upper  Room  Books), 
Phyllis  Tickle  has  written:  "...Easter  is 
forever.  It  is  a  tunnel  that  has  no  end,  a 
track  running  only  one  way.  There  is  no 
coming  back  from  Easter. .  .for  Easter  is 
never  done." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  tomorrow,  we 
claim  and  celebrate  the  victory  of  the 
day  to  come  because  we  have  already 
seen  it  in  the  Easter  dawn.  The  tomb  is 
empty!  Death  is  dead!  You  live  forever 
and  invite  us  into  that  same  life  ever- 
lasting..." 


April  15,2007 

Text:     Revelation  4 
"Worshiping  God  Alone" 

In  some  congregations,  the  Sunday 
after  Easter  is  called  "Low  Sunday." 
The  fervor  and  joy  and  brilliance  of  the 
Easter  celebration  seems  to  have  faded 
away  and  we  are  back  to  business  as 
usual.  There  is  nothing  "Low  Sunday" 
about  this  week's  biblical  study! 

Revelation  4  is  a  wild,  burgeoning  vi- 
sion of  what  worship  is  like  in  heaven. 
It  is  anything  but  low  key!  Trumpet 
(v.l)!  Throne  (v.  2)!  Precious  jewels  (v. 
3)!  Crowns  (v.  4)!  Lightning,  thunder 
(v.  5)!  Crystal  (v.  6)!  Six-winged  crea- 
tures (v.  8)! 

This  scene  depicts  a  "pull  out  all  the 
stops"  worship  of  God.  There  is  noth- 
ing here  of  "what's  in  it  for  me."  There 
is  nothing  here  of  "what  do  I  get  out  of 
this  worship  service."  There  is  nothing 
here  of  "who  is  the  intended  audience 
in  worship."  This  scene  is  about  God. 
This  scene  is  about  worshiping  God, 
praising  God,  celebrating  God.  Our 


TUDY 


own  usual  standards  of  "what  makes  a 
good  worship  service"  seem  rather  pal- 
try in  comparison  to  this  vision.  The 
only  thing  that  counts  in  this  text  is 
that  God  is  worthy  to  receive  the  full 
focus  of  worship  (Revelation  4:1 1). 

This  Sunday  hits  squarely  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  American  tax  season.  (Albeit, 
we  taxpayers  get  a  couple  of  extra  days 
this  year — April  17  is  the  due  date  for 
filing  taxes  in  2007.)  Often,  filling  out 
the  tax  return  serves  as  a  check-up  on 
what  we  value — at  least,  what  we  value 
through  our  worldly  possessions. 

Has  most  of  my  money  been  spent 
on  things  that  honor  God  (care  of  fam- 
ily, outreach  to  neighbor,  support  of 
stranger,  gift  through  the  Church)?  In 
what  ways  has  my  money  been  an  ex- 
pression of  the  worship  of  God?  It  is 
probably  no  more  remarkable  to  see 
dollar  bills  bowing  before  God's  throne 
than  it  is  to  hear  those  unusual  creatures 
sing  praise  to  God  (Revelation  4:7-9)! 

The  title  of  this  lesson  ("Worshiping 
God  Alone")  could  be  a  bit  misleading. 
The  title  is  meant  to  remind  us  that 
only  God  is  to  be  worshiped,  but  the 
title  could  be  read  to  mean  "worship 
God  by  yourself." 

The  verses  in  this  study  text  make  it 
quite  clear  that  the  revelation  to  John  is 
not  of  worship  as  a  solo  sport.  Worship 
is  a  corporate,  community  event:  the 
saints  gather  together  (Revelation  4:4). 
In  fact,  biblical  images  of  heaven  seem 
to  be  community  images:  city,  banquet, 
saints  gathered  around  the  throne. 

This  reality  ought  to  remind  us,  at 
minimum,  to  be  cautious  about  the 
power  of  individualism  rampant  in  our 
society. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Singing  and  Making  Music  (P  &  R 
Publishing),  Paul  S.  Jones  has  written: 
"God  deserves  the  best  we  can  offer; 
(God)  demands  the  best  we  can  offer.  It 
has  been  said  that  'worship  is  like  a  mir- 
ror into  which  God  looks  and  should 
see  himself  reflected.'  The  question  is, 
'What  does  He  see?" 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Holy,  holy,  holy..." 

April  22, 2007 

Text:     Revelation  5 
"Redeemable" 

John's  vision  of  heaven  continues  in 
this  week's  lesson.  He  sees  a  scroll  that 
contains  the  purposes  of  God,  but  it  is 
so  strongly  sealed,  that  no  one  can  open 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  15 
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Deaths 


HODGE,  Rudolph 

(New  Bern:  retired)  died 
January  16.  A  graveside 
service  was  held 
in  Raleigh  on  January  19. 

LEWIS,  Wallace  (Goldsboro: 
retired)  died  January  27. 
A  celebration  of  life  was 
held  at  Dover  UMC  in  Dover 
on  February  4. 


Children's  ministry  resource 
event  coming  April  27-28 


The  Conference  Children's  Minis- 
try Team  is  offering  a  comprehensive 
resource  event  for  all  persons  involved 
in  local  church  children's  ministry. 
The  resource,  called  "For  Such  a  Time 
as  This,"  will  be  held  Friday,  April  27 
through  Saturday,  April  28  at  Centena- 
ry UMC  in  New  Bern. 

Keynote  speakers  include  Jim  Ritchie, 
author  of  Always  in  Rehearsal and  Creat- 
ed by  God  and  Delia  Halverson,  Chris- 
tian education  consultant  and  author. 
Both  will  address  worship  and  spiritual 
formation  with  children. 


A  variety  of  workshops  are  planned 
on  aspects  of  children's  ministry  includ- 
ing weekday  ministries,  Sunday  School, 
advocacy  for  children,  leading  children 
to  Christ,  and  more.  There  will  also  be 
a  resource  center  at  the  event. 

The  registration  deadline  is  April 
5  and  the  cost  is  $40  per  person.  The 
brochure  with  registration  form,  full 
listing  of  workshop  options  and  other 
information  is  available  for  download 
at  www.nccumc.org/childrnmin/chil- 
dren05.htm  or  by  calling  the  Office  of 
Children's  Ministry  at  800-849-4433. 
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April  Bible  Study     continued  from  page  1 4 


it.  The  Lamb  of  God  is  deemed  worthy 
to  open  the  scrolls  and  to  reveal  God's 
will  (Revelation  5:6,  9,  12).  There  are 
songs  of  praise.  In  fact,  Revelation  5:9 
indicates  that  it  was  a  new  song.  (One 
of  my  seminary  professors  said  he 
once  had  a  member  who  said,  "If  there 
are  new  songs  in  heaven,  then  I'm 
not  going.") 

After  the  singing,  the  four  living 
creatures  shout,  "Amen!"  Interestingly, 
even  though  "Amen"  is  a  Hebrew  word, 
it  shows  up  in  the  New  Testament 
more  frequently  than  it  does  in  the 
Old  Testament.  It  means:  "This  is 
trustworthy!"  "So  be  it!"  "Count  me 
in!"  The  Hebrew  word  has  roots  in  a 
word  that  means  "me,  myself."  To  say 
"Amen"  is  to  add  our  own  agreement  to 
what  has  been  said  or  sung. 

What  began  in  the  previous  chapter 
as  twenty-four  saints  praising  God 
(Revelation  4:10)  has  now  multiplied 
to  "myriads  of  myriads  and  thousands 
of  thousands  (Revelation  5:11).  The 
community  nature  of  heaven  is  advertised 
again!  (Perhaps  we  ought  to  start 
practicing  for  heaven  by  seeking  now 
to  live  in  community  and  acceptance! 
Boundaries  that  divide  on  earth  seem  to 
have  melted  in  John's  vision  of  heaven.) 

Revelation  5:9  says  that  the  work  of 
the  Lamb  is  to  ransom  or  redeem  for 
God.  (Theologians  sometimes  call  this 
"the  atonement,"  the  way  in  which  God 
reconciled  humankind  to  God's  very 
self,  so  what  had  been  separated  came 
to  be  "at-one-ment.") 

The  New  Testament  uses  several 
different  words  to  speak  of  this  saving 
act:  agorazo  (like  purchasing  something 
at  the  marketplace,  paying  the  price), 
exagorazo  (to  rescue  by  buying  up — as 
we  might  rescue  a  dog  from  the  pound), 
and  lutroo  (to  loosen  something  that 
had  been  captured  or  attached). 

In  each  case,  God  is  the  actor;  God 
is  the  one  who  pays  the  price,  who  res- 
cues, who  loosens  the  bonds.  Redemp- 
tion is  the  work  of  God  and  Revelation 
5  is  the  dramatic,  symbolic  telling  of 


the  story  of  the  Lamb  whose  blood  has 
set  us  free. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Philip  Kenneson  and  James  Street 
{Selling  Out  the  Church,  Abingdon  Press) 
have  written:  "Even  if  we  grant  that 
God  paid  a  ransom  for  human  beings, 
no  one  in  the  history  of  the  church 
thought  that  human  beings  were  actors 
in  this  exchange.  We  are  the  beneficiaries 
of  God's  work  of  redemption,  however 
we  conceptualize  it,  and  we  must  never 
allow  the  prominence  of  the  exchange 
metaphor  to  tempt  us  into  believing 
that  we  have  struck  a  deal  with  God." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  Lamb  of  God  that 
takes  away  the  sin  of  the  world. . ." 

April  29, 2007 

Text:     Revelation  7 
"Source  of  Security" 

Suppose  that  a  couple  of  thousand 
of  years  from  now,  some  archaeologist 
found  a  newspaper  from  today. 
Consider  the  possible  headlines:  "Tigers 
Take  Over  New  York"  . . .  "Cardinals 
Topple  Giants"  ...  "Washington 
Nationals  Collapse."  How  do  you  think 
the  reader  two  thousand  years  from  now 
will  understand  these  headlines? 

They  make  perfectly  good  sense  to 
us:  the  Detroit  Tigers  baseball  team 
defeated  the  New  York  Yankees  team; 
the  St.  Louis  Cardinals  baseball  team 
beat  the  San  Francisco  Giants;  some 
team  won  a  game  with  the  Washing- 
ton Nationals.  But  in  the  year  4007? 
A  casual  reader  of  the  headlines  might 
assume  that  raging  jungle  beasts  ate 
all  the  people  of  New  York  City.  They 
would  wonder  if  large  birds  had  pecked 
away  at  giant  men  and  women.  And, 
if  the  Washington  Nationals  collapsed, 
could  it  mean  anything  other  than  the 
downfall  of  American  government? 

It  is  hard  to  read  highly  symbolic 


material  that  is  two  thousand  years  old. 
The  Book  of  Revelation  has  page  after 
page  of  symbols  and  images  that  might 
have  made  good  sense  to  those  who 
first  read  them,  but  that  are  shrouded 
in  meaning's  mystery  for  us.  This  week's 
text  (chapter  7)  is  particularly  tough  in 
that  regard.  (The  student's  book  and 
the  teacher's  book  can  be  your  friend  in 
exploring  these  labyrinth  verses.) 

At  the  heart  of  this  chapter  is  a  prom- 
ise and  an  assurance.  Just  as  the  houses 
of  the  children  of  Israel  were  marked  to 
save  the  faithful  from  the  Death  Angel 
(Exodus  12:13,  story  of  the  first  Pass- 
over) and  just  as  Christians  in  baptism 
are  marked  with  the  death  and  resur- 
rection of  Jesus  (Romans  6:3),  so  now 
John  has  this  vision  of  God's  marking 
God's  people  with  a  sign  upon  the  fore- 
head (Revelation  7:3). 

Now  if  it  were  up  to  me,  I'd  be  a 
bit  choosy  about  who  got  this  seal  of 
security.  God  does  not  seem  to  be  so 
choosy:  144,000  representing  all  the 
tribes  of  Israel  (Revelation  7:4-8)  and 
even  more  than  that,  too  numerous  to 
count  (Revelation  7:9).  God's  love  and 
protection  is  prodigal,  generous,  over- 
flowing. In  fact,  it  seems  to  be  for  all 
who  are  covered  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb  (Revelation  7:14).  The  Lamb 
has  become  the  shepherd  (Revelation 
7:17).  It's  an  amazing  turn-around  for  a 
people  who,  even  as  they  read  this,  were 
in  the  midst  of  persecution.  It's  amaz- 
ing. Amazing  grace. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

John  Dominic  Crossan  {The  Dark  In- 
terval, Argus  Communications):  "Per- 
haps it  is  only  in  moments  of  mortal 
jeopardy  that  this  exclusion  of  security 
comes  most  deeply  home  to  conscious- 
ness. At  such  times  we  best  realize  that 
security  is  the  serenity  that  comes  from 
accepting  insecurity  as  our  mortal  lot." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "You  have  claimed  us..." 


WESTMINSTER  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  in  Kinston,  NC  is  seeking  to  fill 
the  full  time  position  of  Director  of 
Youth,  Christian  Education  and  Family 
Ministries.  The  primary  function  is  to 
lead  and  develop  all  education  min- 
istries with  emphasis  on  youth.  Appli- 
cants should  hold  a  Bachelor's  degree 
in  religious  studies,  education  or  re- 
lated degree  or  equivalent  experi- 
ence. Salary/  benefits  commensurate 
with  experience.  Call  252-522-3334 
to  request  an  application  package. 

YOUTH  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  Wake 
Forest  United  Methodist  Church  is 
seeking  an  energetic  and  enthusi- 
astic person  to  fill  a  part-time  (20 
hours/week)  Youth  Program  Director 
position.  This  person  will  work  with 
our  ministers  and  volunteer  youth 
coordinators  to  direct  and  lead  youth 
programs,  missions,  retreats,  and 
weekly  meetings  for  6th-12th  grade 
youth.  This  person  will  be  responsible 
for  guiding  and  teaching  our  youth 
as  they  grow  to  become  responsible 
and  caring  Christians.  Candidates  be- 
ing seriously  considered  for  this  posi- 
tion will  be  subject  to  a  background 
and  reference  check.  Interested  can- 
didates are  asked  to  submit  their  re- 
sume including  qualifications  and 
employment  history  to  office@wake- 
forestumc.org,  with  the  subject  head- 
ing:"WFUMC  Youth  Program  Director". 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No 
steps!  Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3 
nite  min.  NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  for  Young 
Adults  and  Francis  Marion  University 
Wesley  Foundation  Director,  Central 
United  Methodist  Church,  Florence, 
South  Carolina.  The  Francis  Marion 
University  Wesley  Foundation  and 
Central  United  Methodist  Church 
seek  an  Associate  Minister  for  Cam- 
pus Ministry  and  Wesley  Founda- 
tion Director.  This  full-time  position 
will  focus  on  college  students  and 
young  adults  in  addition  to  pastoral 
duties.  The  successful  candidate  will 
be  a  Probationary  or  Full  Elder,  or  a 
Full  Deacon  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  She/he  should  feel  a  calling 
to  work  with  this  age  group.  Strong 
organizational  skills,  excellent  inter- 
personal and  communication  skills, 
and  an  ability  to  work  with  a  diverse 
population  are  needed.  Familiarity 
with  and  knowledge  of  the  impor- 
tance of  a  Wesley  Foundation  on  a 
college  campus  is  preferred.  This  po- 
sition will  begin  in  June,  2007.  Send 
a  letter  of  interest  with  resume  and 
references  to:  Rev.  Thomas  C.  Pi- 
etila,  PO  Box  87,  Florence,  SC  29503. 
The  deadline  is  March  20,  2007. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage 
for  Christian  families.  Second  row, 
sleeps  eight  or  more.  Three  bed- 
rooms, two  baths,  a/c,  phone  and 
cable.  No  pets.  $850  per  week,  $350 
per  weekend.  Special  arrangements 
for  youth  groups  up  to  20.  Tommy 
and  Jean  Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh 
Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919-934- 
4401   or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 
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Carolina  College  students  featured  in  online  exhibit 


*  By  Arleen  Fields 

Davis  Memorial  Library  at  Methodist 
University  in  Fayetteville  has  receiv 
a  grant  from  the  North  Carolin; 
State  Library  to  digitize  materials  re- 
lated to  Carolina  College,  a  United 
Methodist  Church  sponsored  schoo. 
for  young  women  which  operated  ir 
Maxton  from  1912-1926. 

Methodist  University  holds  what 
is  believed  to  be  the  largest  existing 
collection  of  materials  related  to 
Carolina  College. 

The  main  campus  building  in 
Maxton  which  housed  the  records 
of  Carolina  College  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1973. 

Following  the  fire,  materials 
concerning  the  school  were 
donated  by  alumnae  and  other 
friends  to  create  the  collection. 

The  Carolina  College  Alumnae 
Association       affiliated  with 
Methodist       University  (then 
Methodist  College)  in  the  1970s, 


and  a  relationship  was  forged  with  the 
alumnae  that  continues  today  with  their 
families  and  the  community. 


A  complete  inventory  of  the  collec- 
tion is  online  (http://www.methodist. 
edu/library/ about/sp/ cc_f_aid.htm) , 


but  this  project  will  add  images  to  provide 
a  better  look  at  Carolina  College  life. 
Of  special  focus  will  be  information 
:oncerning  Tiny  Fussell  Wilson, 
Rhonda  Holden  McMillan,  and 
several  other  "Carolina  Girls"  who 
kept  a  round-robin  letter  circulating 
well  beyond  their  college  years. 

Photographs,    scrapbooks,  and 
document  transcriptions  will  be  used 
to  create  the  online  exhibit  which 
should  be  available  by  summer 
2007.    Transcripts    of  North 
Carolina     Christian  Advocate 
articles  concerning  the  college 
will  be  added  to  the  web  site  in 
a  later  stage  of  the  project. 
Carolina  College  was  only 
open  for  15  years,  but  the  voices 
of  the  students,  instructors,  and 
administrators  will  live  on  thanks 
to  the  Internet. 

*    Arleen    Fields    is  archives 
librarian  for  Davis  Memorial 
Library  at  Methodist  University. 


28  conference  churches  provide  food  for  the  hungry 
in  partnership  with  Society  of  St.  Andrew  ministry 


Last  year  28  local  churches  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  were  among 
386  United  Methodist  churches  across 
the  connection  that  provided  nearly  2 1 
million  servings  of  fresh,  nourishing 
food  to  hungry  Americans.  They  did  it 
with  their  donations  totaling  $414,615 
to  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  a  national 
nonprofit  hunger  relief  ministry  and  an 
Advance  Special  (#801600). 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  (SoSA) 
uses  a  simple,  common-sense  approach 
to  the  problem.  They  network  with 
growers  and  volunteers  to  save  fresh 
fruits  and  vegetables  that  will  go  to 
waste  because  they  don't  meet  market 
standards.  Then  they  get  that  food  dis- 
tributed to  those  who  need  it  most. 

Each  year,  with  the  help  of  more 
than  30,000  volunteers,  SoSA  saves  25- 
40  million  pounds  of  perfecdy  good 
oroduce  that  would  otherwise  rot  in 


donated,  but  SoSA  must  pay  for  bagging 
and  transportation  to  get  it  to  agencies 
nationwide  feeding  the  hungry. 

Because  SoSA  maintains  an  extremely 
low  overhead,  they  can  feed  the  hungry 
at  a  cost  of  just  2  cents  per  serving.  The 
Society  of  St.  Andrew's  major  programs 
for  gleaning  America's  fields  and  feed- 
ing America's  hungry  are  the  Gleaning 
Network  and  the  Potato  Project. 

Each  of  the  United  Methodist 
churches  that  last  year  partnered  with 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  were,  on 
average,  responsible  for  saving  nearly 
18,000  pounds  of  food  that  provided 
53,500  servings  to  the  hungry.  Totally, 
partner  churches  were  responsible  for 
27%  of  the  25.5  million  pounds  of  pro- 
duce that  SoSA  saved  and  distributed 
across  the  nation  in  2006. 

The  28  partner  churches  in  the  NC 


Conference  contributed  $37,354  to 
SOSA,  the  second  highest  amount  from 
any  conference.  The  largest  amount  was 
$147,266  from  the  Virginia  Conference. 

Conference  partner 
churches 

Asbury  UMC,  Raleigh;  Browns 
Chapel  UMC,  Pittsboro;  Calvary 
UMC,  Durham;  Edenton  Street  UMC, 
Raleigh;  Fair  Haven  UMC,  Avon;  First 
UMC,  Cary;  First  UMC,  SilerCity;  Hayes 
Barton  UMC,  Raleigh;  Hertford  UMC, 
Hertford;  Highland  UMC,  Raleigh; 
Hillsborough  UMC,  Hillsborough. 

Millbrook  UMC,  Raleigh;  Mt.  Olivet 
UMC,    Manteo;  Mt. 
Sylvan  UMC,  Durham; 
North  Raleigh  UMC, 
Raleigh;     Pine  Valley 


UMC,  Wilmington;  Resurrection  UMC, 
Durham;  St.  Andrews  UMC,  Fayetteville; 
St.  Luke  UMC,  Laurinburg;  St.  Luke 
UMC,  Sanford;  St.  Matthews  UMC, 
Fayetteville;  St.  Paul  UMC,  Rocky 
Mount;  Sunrise  UMC,  Holly  Springs; 
Swansboro  UMC,  Swansboro;  University 
UMC,  Chapel  Hill;  Wake  Forest  UMC, 
Wake  Forest;  White  Plains  UMC,  Cary; 
and  Zion  UMC,  Norlina. 

PHOTOS  LEFT  TO  RIGHT:  Volunteers 
from  Mt.  Sylvan  UMC  (Durham)  fill 
a  truck  with  collard  greens;  a  group 
from  University  UMC  (Chapel  Hill) 
bag  sweet  potatoes;  members  of 
Resurrection  UMC  (Durham)  gather 
potatoes  gleaned  from  a  field. 
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New  president 
of  Louisburg 
College  named 

The  Louisburg  College  Trustees 
announced  late  in  March  that  Dr.  J. 
Michael  Clyburn,  vice  president  for 
Academic  Affairs  and  Provost  at  Lincoln 
Memorial  University  in  Tennessee,  will 
become  the  college's  26th  president. 

The  announcement  was  made  as  this 
issue  of  the  NCC  Christian  Advocate 
was  completed  and  ready  for  printing. 
More  information  will  be  included  in 
the  next  issue. 
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Confirmation  described  as  "Just 
the  Beginning"  of  the  faith  journey 


ABOVE:  Adults  and 
youth  from  Home 
Memorial  UMC  in 
Clayton  (Foreground) 
listen  to  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn.  Garner  UMC 
hosted  the  annual 
Confirmation  Celebra- 
tion, featuring  guest 
speakers,  music,  and 
a  mission  project. 
LEFT:  Participants 
gather  to  celebrate 
Holy  Communion. 
(Photos  by  Bill  Norton) 


NC  Conference  to  have  five 
new  district  superintendents 


Five  appointment  changes  in  district 
superintendents  were  announced  by 
Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  resident  bishop  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference,  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Effective  July  1,  being  appointed 
district  superintendents  are  the  Rev. 
Charles  M.  (Chuck)  Cook,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Henderson;  the  Rev. 
Dennis  M.  Goodwin,  pastor  of  Trinity 
UMC  in  Jacksonville;  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
(Beth)  Hackney  Hood,  pastor  of  Page 
Memorial  UMC  in  Aberdeen;  the 
Rev.  Timothy  J.  (Tim)  Russell,  pastor 
of  Wrightsville  UMC;  and  the  Rev. 
H.  Gray  Southern,  pastor  of  St.  James 
UMC  in  Greenville. 


Rev.  Cook  will  become  the  Goldsboro 
District  superintendent.  The  current 
superintendent,  Dr.  Milton  Gilbert, 
is  retiring.  Rev.  Goodwin  will  become 
the  New  Bern  District  superintendent. 
The  current  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Douglas  Jessee,  will  receive  a  local  church 
appointment.  Rev.  Hood  will  become 
the  Greenville  District  superintendent. 
The  current  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Marshall  Old,  will  receive  a  local  church 
appointment. 

Rev.  Russell  will  become  the 
Wilmington  District  superintendent. 
The  current  superintendent,  the  Rev. 

See  "Five  new,  "page  3 


Over  350  youth  &  aduits 
participate  in  Conference 
Confirmation  Celebration 

Over  350  youth  and  adults  from 
across  eastern  North  Carolina 
participated  in  the  annual  Conference 
Confirmation  Celebration  on  March  10 
at  Garner  United  Methodist  Church. 

Confirmands  sang,  heard  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn,  Conference  United  Methodist 
Youth  President  Laura  Lord,  and 
Conference  Hispanic  Ministries 
Director  Cookie  Santiago  talk  about  the 
meaning  of  confirmation,  participated 
in  a  service  project,  and  celebrated  Holy 
Communion. 

"What  you  do  on  Confirmation 
Sunday  will  be  one  of  the  greatest  things 
in  all  your  life.  That  will  be  the  day  you 
come  into  the  body  of  Christ  officially 
on  your  own,"  Bishop  Gwinn  told  the 
youth.  He  had  the  youth  to  put  their 
arms  around  themselves  so  they  could 
experience  "Jesus  Hugs." 

Calling  confirmation  the  start 
of  a  life  for  Jesus,  Laura  Lord,  told 
the  confirmands  that  the  Service  of 
Confirmation  will  be  the  "first  time 
you  are  standing  up  by  yourself  and 
experiencing  your  faith  in  Christ."  She 
encouraged  the  youth  to  participate  in 
the  various  conference  events. 

Reinforcing  that  Confirmation  is  just 
the  beginning  of  the  faith  journey  with 
Christ  in  the  church,  Cookie  Santiago 
explored  with  the  confirmands  the 
covenant  each  would  take  of  prayers, 
presence,  gifts  and  service. 

Youth  from  First  UMC  in  Rocky 
Mount,  St.  Luke  UMC  in  Sanford, 
Home  Memorial  UMC  in  Clayton 
and  Fuquay-Varina  UMC  assisted  the 
confirmands  exploring  the  meaning  of 
presence,  service,  prayers,  and  gifts. 

The  New  Spirit  Singers  from  White 
Plains  UMC  presented  music  based 
on  the  celebration  theme,  "Just  the 
Beginning." 

During  the  service  project, 
confirmands  assembled  almost  200 
health  kits.  The  kits,  along  extra 
supplies  used  in  the  kits,  were  delivered 
to  the  MERCI  Center  for  distribution 
as  needed. 
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Special  conference-wide  men's 
ministry  training  coming  in  May 
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First  UMC  in  Cary  will  host  a  "No 
Man  Left  Behind"  training  event  for 
men's  ministry  in  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  on  May  10-12. 

This  training  is  designed  to  help 
local  churches  grow  and  sustain  a  vital 
men's  ministry. 
Churches  are 
encouraged  to 
send  a  leadership 
team  to  the 
training. 

"The  number 
one  problem  in 
men's  ministry 
is  sustainability. 
It's  one  thing 
to  start  a  men's 
ministry  in  the 
local  church. 

It's  another  thing  to  sustain  it.  There 
are  far  too  many  starts  and  stops,  and 
after  a  while,  futility  sets  in,"  said  Barry 
Merrill,  president  of  conference  United 
Methodist  Men. 

Faculty  members  from  Man  in  the 
Mirror  will  lead  the  May  training. 

"Man  in  the  Mirror  has  developed 
strategies  to  help  local  churches  grow  and 
sustain  vital  men's  ministry.  St.  James 
UMC  in  Greenville  and  First  UMC  in 
Cary  are  two  churches  that  have  already 
benefited  from  an  association  with  Man 
in  the  Mirror,"  Merrill  said. 

Both  churches  sent  leadership  teams 
for  training  by  Man  in  the  Mirror  at 
their  Center  for  Leadership  Training  in 
Orlando,  Fla. 

"As  a  result  of  this  training,  both 
churches  have  been  significantly 
strengthened  and  enlarged.  The  UM 
Men  at  both  churches  are  spearheading 


for 


men 


the  effort  to  bring  this  training  event  to 
North  Carolina,"  Merrill  said. 

The  training  will  cover  material  from 
a  recently  published  book  by  Patrick 
Morley,  No  Man  Left  Behind. 

The  General  Commission  of  the 
UMMen  in  Nashville 
has  recently  renewed 
a  partnership  with 
Man  in  the  Mirror 
and  has  fully  funded 
the  event. 

As  a  result  of  this 
endorsement,  special 
discounts  will  be 
offered  to  men  who 
attend  from  chartered 
I?;  UMMen  fellowships. 
The  cost  for  the 
three  day  training 
from  chartered  UMMen 
fellowships  is  $299.  The  cost  also 
includes  most  of  the  meals  during 
the  event. 

To  help  offset  expenses,  First  UMC 
is  committed  to  providing  housing  in 
the  homes  of  its  members  for  persons 
who  request  it.  Man  in  the  Mirror  has 
made  arrangements  with  a  foundation 
to  provide  scholarships  to  cover  tuition 
for  any  clergy  attending  this  training. 

"I  have  been  successfully  working 
with  different  groups  and  individuals 
to  help  with  the  costs,"  Merrill  said.  "I 
don't  want  any  man  who  feels  a  calling 
to  men's  ministry  to  let  money  stand  in 
the  way.  I  am  confident  that  for  anyone 
who  wants  this  training,  God  will  help 
find  a  way  to  meet  the  need." 

The  "No  Man  Left  Behind"  training 
event  will  be  held  on:  Thursday,  May 
10  (6:00-10:00pm);  Friday,  May  11 


(8:00am-5:00pm);  and  Saturday,  May 
12  (8:00am-4:00pm).  A  Friday  night 
session  is  open  to  everyone  without 
charge  (7:00-9:00pm). 

To  register,  contact  Jim  Angelakos 
at  1-800-929-2536  or  JimAngelakos@ 
maninthemirror.org.  For  questions 
about  housing,  directions,  etc.,  contact 
the  Rev.  H.  William  Green  at  either 
wgreen@fumc-cary.org  or  919-467- 
1861.  To  learn  more  about  the  benefits 
of  this  training  contact  the  Rev.  H. 
William  Green  (see  above)  or  the  Rev. 
Gray  Southern  at  either  grays@nccumc. 
org  or  252-752-6154. 

For  more  information  the  ministries 
of  Man  in  the  Mirror,  go  to  www. 
maninthemirror.org. 


Men's  spiritual 
gathering  set 
for  August 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
UM  Men  Quadrennial  Spiritual 
Gathering  and  Training  is  coming 
to  Lake  Junaluska  August  10-12. 

Registrations  received  before 
June  10  get  the  early  bird  rate 
of  $40  per  family.  Higher  rates 
apply  for  later  registrations.  The 
event  includes  spouse  and  family 
activities  (children  under  age  18). 

For  registration  and  details  see 
http.7  /  sej  umm.  registerme.cc/  register 
NOW.htm.  For  room  reservations, 
call  toll-free  1-800-222-4930  and 
ask  for  the  special  rates  for  the  SEJ 
UMM  Spiritual  Retreat. 


Young  discipl 
taking  care  o 

The  youngest  disciples  at  St.  Andrews 
UMC  in  Garner,  the  "Guppies"  and 
"Tweens"  are  taking  note  of  the  fact 
that  the  Scripture  says  to  not  just  work 
the  earth,  but  to  take  care  of  it. 

The  group  sponsors  a  recycling  proj  ect 
to  collect  aluminum  cans 
for  the  "Cans  for  Habitat" 
program.  Collection 
bins  are  displayed  in  the 
church  along  with  posters 
encouraging  members  to 


bring  cans  to  church. 

Once  a  month  the  cans 
are  taken  to  a  designated 
"Habitat    for    Humanity"  recycling 
facility,  where  they  are  weighed  before 


Jesus  Christ  died  for  you 

and  for  me  on  the  cross, 
in  order  to  save  us 
He  suffered  great  loss. 

But  it's  easy  for  us 

to  lose  sight  of  his  pain, 
and  forget  hou)  his  blood 
left  a  terrible  stain... 
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es  practice 
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recycling  and  money  is  donated  to 
Habitat  on  a  per-pound  basis. 

To  date  St.  Andrews  has  donated 
nearly  $200  to  Habitat  for  Humanity 
by  collecting  and  recycling  aluminum 
cans.  They  have  also  begun  collecting 
and  recycling  the 
two-liter  plastic 
soda  bottles. 

Another  proj  ect 
is  to  re-purpose 
items  that  might 
otherwise  end 
up  in  the  landfill 
such  as  plastic 
cups  used  to  package  single  servings  of 
gelatin  snacks  and  pudding,  cardboard 
tubes  from  wrapping  paper,  and  the 
plastic  containers  that  drink  mixes 
are  sold  in. 

These  items  can  be  used  to  make 
decorations  for  the  Fall  Festival  and 
costumes  for  church  plays. 

Plastic  containers  and  steel  cans 
are  used  storage  of  crayons,  markers, 
paintbrushes  and  craft  items  used 
during  the  weekly  fellowship  time. 

The  newest  endeavor  is  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  waste  in  the  weekly 
fellowship  suppers. 

Since  St.  Andrews  does  not  have 
a  dishwasher,  plastic,  paper  and 
Styrofoam  dinnerware  are  used  for 
most  church  functions  where  food 
is  served. 

The  youngest  youth  groups  have 
pledged  to  use  only  paper  plates  and 
cups,  which  are  biodegradable,  rather 
than  styrofoam. 

The  children  hope  that  others  in  the 
church  and  persons  in  other  churches 
will  follow  their  example  or  find  other 
recycling  projects  to  help  preserve 
God's  earth. 
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Five  new  district  superintendents  announced  continued  from  page  I 


Rev.  Chuck  Cook 


Rev.  Dennis  Goodwin 


Rev.  Beth  Hood 


Rev.  Tim  Russell 


Woodrow Wells,  will  receive alocal  church 
appointment.  Rev.  Southern  will  become 
the  Durham  District  superintendent. 
The  current  superintendent,  the  Rev. 
Judi  Smith,  is  retiring. 

A  district  superintendent  is  a  church 
elder  who  has  supervisory  responsibilities 
for  churches  in  a  geographic  area, 
usually  several  counties.  The  12  district 
superintendents  in  the  NC  Conference 
meet  together  with  the  Bishop  as  the 
Cabinet  for  appointment-making  and 
other  responsibilities. 

All  clergy  appointments  are  effective 
on  July  1  and  are  for  one  year.  A  specific 
appointment  can  be  continued  or 
changed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Bishop 
and  Cabinet. 

Rev.  Chuck  Cook 

Rev.  Cook,  a  native  of  Charlotte, 
served  as  associate  pastor  of  English 
Road  Baptist  Church  in  High  Point 
(1975-78),  associate  pastor  of  First 
UMC  in  Rocky  Mount  (1979-82), 
and  as  senior  pastor  at  Weldon  UMC 
(1982-86),  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Tabor 
City  (1986-89);  Gardners  UMC  in 
Fayetteville  (1989-94),  Trinity  UMC  in 
Troy  (1994-2000);  and  First  UMC  in 
Henderson  (2000-present). 


He  served  on  numerous  district  and 
conference  committees  and  groups, 
including  serving  as  chair  of  five  District 
Council  of  Ministries  or  Connectional 
Tables  and  chair  of  the  Committee  on 
Annual  Conference  rules.  He  currently 
serves  as  parliamentarian  for  the  NC 
Annual  Conference  and  on  the  board 
of  United  Methodist  Foundation,  Inc. 
He  is  a  Vietnam  era  veteran. 

Rev.  Cook  earned  a  BA.  degree  from 
Tennessee  Temple  University  and  an 
M.Div.  degree  from  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  married  to 
Glenda  Howard  Cook,  an  administrator 
with  the  Vance  County  Schools. 

Rev.  Dennis  Goodwin 

Rev.  Goodwin  grew  up  in  Morehead 
City.  He  served  as  pastor  of  Homes 
UMC  near  Wilson  (1976-80),  Spring 
Hope  Charge  (1980-89),  First  UMC 
in  Mount  Olive  (1989-96),  Mt.  Olivet 
UMC  in  Manteo  ( 1 996-99) ,  and  Trinity 
UMC  in  Jacksonville  (1999-present). 

Included  in  his  service  on  district 
and  conference  committees  are  chair 
of  the  Rocky  Mount  District  Council 
on  Ministries  and  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration. 


Opportunities  for  volunteers 

Work  teams  needed  for  Riegelwood  area 

In  response  to  the  November  tornadoes  that  struck  Riegelwood,  volunteers 
are  needed  to  help  with  repairs  to  damaged  homes.  Teams  or  individuals 
willing  to  help  for  one  or  two  days  should  contact  the  Rev.  Bill  Haddock  at 
910-762-2583  or  revbillh@nccumc.org.  Teams  going  for  longer  stays  should 
contact  Melody  Prevatte  at  910-642-7141  x  294  or  mprevatte@sccnc.edu  to 
schedule  work  days  and  housing. 

Tornado  and  storm  disaster  response 

Dozens  of  tornadoes  recently  damaged  Missouri,  Illinois,  Alabama,  Georgia, 
and  Florida  killing  at  least  20  people.  UMCOR  has  released  several  emergency 
grants  to  support  the  initial  response.  Give  to  this  on-going  response  by 
making  a  gift  to  Domestic  Disaster  Response,  Advance  #901670. 

CONNECT  2007  -  SEJ  UMYIM  Celebration 

CONNECT,  a  UM  Volunteers  in  Mission  (UMVIM)  Southeast  Jurisdiction 
annual  event,  will  be  at  Lake  Junaluska,  June  27-29.  CONNECT  allows 
participants  to  share  experiences  from  their  short-term  mission  trips,  gain 
insight  and  resources  from  a  variety  of  workshops,  network  with  domestic 
and  international  projects  and  missionaries,  and  worship  together.  For  more 
information  and  to  register,  go  to  http://www.umvim.org/connect07.htm. 


Rev.  Goodwin  is  a  Chaplain  and 
Lieutenant  Colonial  in  the  NC  National 
Guard  and  was  on  active  duty  as  a  Brigade 
Chaplain  in  Iraq  from  Feb.  2004  until 
coming  off  active  duty  in  April  2005. 

He  earned  a  BA.  degree  from  Atlantic 
Christian  College,  now  Barton  College, 
and  an  M.Div.  from  Southeastern 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary.  He  is 
married  to  Peggy  Barkley  Goodwin. 

Rev.  Beth  Hood 

Rev.  Hood,  a  native  of  Carrboro, 
served  as  associate  at  Saint  Luke  UMC 
in  Sanford  (1992-97)  and  as  pastor  of 
Lemon  Springs  UMC  (1997-2004), 
and  Page  Memorial  UMC  in  Aberdeen 
(2004-present). 

She  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  since  1999  and  was  elected 
chair  in  2003  and  continues  to  serve 
in  that  position.  In  2004  she  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Rev.  Hook  received  her  BA.  degree 
from  UNC-Chapel  Hill  and  her  M.Div. 
from  Duke  University.  Rev.  Hood  is 
married  to  Paul  E.  Hood,  and  they  have 
a  seven-year-old  son,  Adam. 

Rev.Tim  Russell 

Rev.  Russell,  a  native  of  Indiana,  was 
reared  in  Indiana,  Iowa,  and  Florida. 
He  came  into  The  United  Methodist 
Church  after  serving  a  field  education 
experience  at  Wilson  Temple  UMC 
in  Raleigh.  His  pastoral  appointments 
include  Jerusalem-Zion  (1986-90),  St. 
Paul  in  Tabor  City  (1990-94),  associate 
at  Pine  Valley  UMC  in  Wilmington 
(1994-96)  and  Wrightsville  UMC 
(1996-present). 

He  received  his  bachelor's  degree  from 
Florida  State  University  and  his  M.Div. 
from  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary.  Rev.  Russell  and  his  wife, 
Pam,  have  two  children:  Molly  who 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS 

for  Churches  since  1961  m^m 

lis- 

SOUND*  CCTV  *  PROJECTORS  ♦  CHIMES 
Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Work" 

Lillington.  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)  893-4183 


Rev.  Gray  Southern 

will  enter  UNC-Asheville  in  the  fall  of 
2007  and  Timothy,  Jr.  (J°hn)  wb°  wu' 
be  a  high  school  junior  this  fall. 

Rev.  Gray  Southern 

Rev.  Southern  has  served  as  pastor  of 
St.  Paul  UMC  in  Goldsboro  (1980-83), 
Oriental  UMC  (1983-88),  West  Nash 
UMC  in  Wilson  ( 1 988-9 1 ) ,  Trinity  UMC 
in  Durham  (1991-1999),  and  St.  James 
UMC  in  Greenville  (1999-present). 

Included  in  his  service  on  various 
conference  committees  is  the  Board 
of  Pensions  and  president  of  the  NC 
United  Methodist  Camps  and  Retreat 
Centers  board.  He  currently  serves 
as  chair  of  the  Conference  Insurance 
Committee.  His  BA.  degree  is  from 
UNC-Chapel  Hill  and  his  M.Div.  from 
Yale  University  Divinity  School.  He  is 
currently  completing  a  D.Min.  degree 
at  Columbia  Theological  Seminary. 

Rev.  Southern  is  married  to  Susan 
Lewis  Southern,  an  art  teacher.  They 
have  two  children:  G.  Kirk  Southern, 
a  freshman  at  NC  State  University 
and  Mary-Gray  Claire  Southern,  an 
eighth  grader. 
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Tom  Greener  (center  with  arm  raised)  makes  a  motion  to  reduce  a  specific  budget 
line  item  during  the  CCT  meeting. 


adjusts 
keeps  inc 


budget, 
to  3% 


Adjustments  were  made  to  conference 
budget  requests  by  the  Conference 
Connectional  Table  (CCT)  in  late 
February  to  keep  the  overall  budget  to 
be  acted  on  by  the  2007  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  at  no  more  than 
3%  of  the  budget  adopted  in  2006. 

The  Conference  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  (CCFA) 
recommended  the  3%  cap.  CCFA 
will  present  the  budget  to  the  Annual 
Conference  which  will  meet  June  13- 
16  in  Greenville. 

The  grand  total  for  all  funds  proposal 
that  will  to  be  presented  is  $19,700,132. 
Once  the  2007  budget  is  adopted,  the 
money  will  be  raised  in  2008  and  spent 
in  2009.  The  budget  adopted  in  2006 
(to  be  raised  in  2007  and  spent  in  2008) 
was  $19,126,670. 

A  proposal  adopted  by  the  2006 
Annual  Conference  placed  budget 
adjustments  in  the  hands  of  the 
CCT  with  CCFA  recommending  a 
specific  ceiling.  In  previous  years  when 
adjustments  were  needed,  requesting 


Let 's  Journey  To... 
Israel/Palestine 

October  24, 2007 

//  is  time  to  return  to  the  Land  of  the 
Bible.  Remember  your  baptism  at  the 
Jordan  River,  renew  your  spiritual 
relationship  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  recall 
ancient  history  on  the  shore  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  walk  the  Via  Dolorosa  in 
Jerusalem  and  kneel  in  Bethlehem. 
Register  Early  &  Sa\>e.  Space  is  limited 
~  Call  today  for  more  information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714^ 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


areas  would  be  asked  to  reconsider 
adjustments  until  the  recommended 
amount  was  reached. 

Last  year,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  requested 
all  areas  requesting  funds  begin  with 
a  zero  base  and  to  use  the  Council  of 
Bishops'  Seven  Pathways  to  guide  them 
in  budget  building.  In  previous  years 
budgets  were  built  using  the  previous 
budget  plus  the  ceiling  cap  from  CCFA. 

The  first  budget  presented  to  the 
CCT  in  November  2006  was  8.74% 
more  than  the  budget  adopted  by 
the  2006  Annual  Conference.  CCT 
divided  into  groups  which  made  specific 
reduction  recommendations.  A  budget 
request  of  3.72%  went  before  the  CCT 
in  November. 

"We  need  to  be  patient  with  one 
another  and  not  get  frustrated,"  Bishop 
Gwinn  told  the  CCT.  "There  will  be 
some  tough  calls  today.  We  should  not 
try  to  have  our  own  way  but  should  be 
sensitive  to  the  Spirit." 

After  several  line  item  corrections 
were  announced,  resulting  in  decreases, 
the  CCT  discussed  and  voted  on  various 
areas  for  reduction. 
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From  the  Editor: 

Since  publishing  an  article  about  Bishop  Al  Gwinn's  decision  to  sign  a  petition  in 
opposition  to  beating  the  George  W.  Bush  presidential  library  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  (February 2007),  theNCCC  Advocate  and  the  NC  Conference  website 
have  received  a  number  of  letters  and  emails.  In  the  March  2007  edition,  we 
published  a  letter  representative  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  readers  concerned  with 
the  Bishops  choice.  A  similar  letter  is  included  in  this  issue.  Unfortunately,  others 
received  were  worded  in  ways  rendering  them  inappropriate  for  publication.  (See 
Letters  to  the  Editor  Guidelines  in  box  below.) 

While  we  encourage  readers  to  express  their  opinions  and  take  the  time  to  write, 
we  feel  it  is  not  helpful  to  publish  a  debate  from  only  one  point  of  view.  From 
this  experience,  the  Advocate  team  encourages  dialog  in  the  newspaper  editions 
immediately  following  a  subject's  publication  but  reserves  the  right  to  set  an  end 
point  for  publishing  letters  on  a  particular  subject. 

The  story  of  the  library  at  SMU  continues.  In  March,  the  library  moved  a 
step  closer  to  reality  after  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Mission  Council  voted 
10-4,  with  one  abstention,  to  allow  the  university  to  lease  up  to  36  acres  to  the 
Bush  Foundation  for  the  proposed  library,  museum  and  policy  institute.  This 
vote  authorizes  SMU  and  its  trustees  to  work  with  the  presidential  site  selection 
committee  to  move  forward  with  their  negotiations.  The  university  is  a  finalist 
for  the  complex,  but  the  site  selection  committee  has  not  announced  their  final 
recommendation. 


Library  petition 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  Bishop  chose  to  sign  the  petition  regarding  the  placing  of 
the  Bush  Library  at  SMU.  By  doing  so  he  is  undermining  his  moral  authority.  Since 
the  petition  specifically  mentions  President  Bush  and  the  phrase  "his  presidency"  it 
is  not  a  general  objection  to  Presidential  Libraries,  but  a  political  one. 

The  placing  of  the  library  should  be  left  to  the  SMU  Trustees.  I  am  much  more 
concerned  about  my  church  and  its  leadership  than  the  library  location. 

William  D  Moxley,  Jr.,  Kinston 

Youth  focus  kudos 

To  the  Editor: 

Kudos  to  the  NCC  Christian  Advocate  for  the  United  Methodist  Youth  section 
in  the  March  issue.  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  and  her  adult  volunteers  and  youth 
council  provide  outstanding  service  to  shaping  young  people's  lives  across  North 
Carolina.  The  stories  and  testimonies,  many  written  by  Conference  Youth  leaders, 
give  evidence  to  this  special  and  vital  ministry.  Don't  we  feel  blessed  to  have  an 
exciting,  vibrant,  engaging  youth  program  in  our  Conference!  A  special  thanks  to 
all  Conference  adults  who  dedicate  their  time  to  Methodist  youth. 

Please  consider  allowing  the  publication  space  each  year  as  an  annual  focus  on 
Youth  programs  and  leaders.  The  March  issue  was  one  of  the  best  I  have  ever  read. 

Sue  Guerrant,  youth  parent 

Pastoral  authority 

To  the  Editor: 

I  recommend  to  you  God's  Potters;  Pastoral  Leadership  and  the  Shaping  of 
Congregations  by  Jackson  W.  Carroll.  Some  helpful  information  is  in  the  footnotes; 
(p.  8-  5):  "...institutional  isomorphism  is  also  evident  in  the  movement  of  most 
American  congregations,  regardless  of  religious  tradition  or  formal  polity,  toward 
what  has  been  called  "de  facto  Congregationalism." 

Chapter  two  states  "de  facto  Congregationalism"  places  the  pastor  as  an  employee. 
Carroll  states  how  this  undermines  the  authority  of  the  pastor's  office.  The  pastor's 
authority  is  dependent  upon  their  "likeability." 

Combining  this  cultural  development  with  developments  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  evaluative  process  further  erodes  pastoral  authority.  Pastoral 
"effectiveness"  is  determined  by  the  pastor's  ability  to  "satisfy  customers." 

"The  Ministry  Assessment:  An  Introduction"  states:  "Unlike  the  setting  apart  of 
ordination  which  authorizes  a  pastor,  this  evaluative  setting  apart  has  tended  to 
erode  authority  and  undercut  integrity.  The  result  has  been  a  shift  in  the  pastoral 
office  from  call,  trust,  and  authority,  to  professional  service  provider"  (p.  3). 

The  General  Conference  will  have  to  make  a  decision  on  whether  the  integrity  of 
our  polity  is  worth  protecting  from  "de  facto  Congregationalism"  and  practices  that 
undermine  our  polity. 

When  "effectiveness"  becomes  "customer  satisfaction"  in  the  church  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  becomes  the  victim  of  consumerism. 

The  Reverend  Jimmie  R.  Tatum,  Chestnut  Street  UMC,  Lumberton 
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Consultation  examines 
ruling  on  pastoral  authority 


Ministry  commission 
hears  survey  results 


By  Linda  Green  * 

UMNS  -  A  ruling  about  pastoral 
authority  by  the  highest  court  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  revealed 
conflicts  over  church  membership 
criteria,  ecclesiology  and  the  authority 
given  to  appointed  leaders. 

Those  conflicts  were  explored 
as  pastors,  bishops,  theologians, 
seminary  deans  and  denominational 
staff  members  gathered  Feb.  15-16 
in  a  consultation  over  implications  of 
Judicial  Council  Decision  1032  in  the 
case  of  a  Virginia  pastor  who  blocked 
a  homosexual  man  from  church 
membership.  The  consultation  was 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  which  oversees  the  church's 
licensed  and  ordained  leadership. 

Judicial  Council  ruling 

The  Rev.  Edward  H.  Johnson,  senior 
pastor  of  South  Hill  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  placed  on 
involuntary  leave  of  absence  in  June 
2005  by  a  vote  of  fellow  clergy  of  the 
Virginia  Annual  Conference  after  he 
refused  to  receive  the  homosexual 
man  into  membership,  saying  the  man 
would  neither  repent  nor  seek  to  live  a 
different  lifestyle.  The  Judicial  Council 
ruled  in  October  2005  that  United 
Methodist  pastors  have  authority  to 
decide  who  becomes  a  member  of  a 
local  church  and  reinstated  Johnson. 
Johnson  has  since  been 
appointed  pastor  at 
Dahlgren  (Va.)  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Specifically,  the 
Judicial  Council  ruled 
that  "the  pastor  in 
charge  of  a  United 
Methodist  Church 
or  charge  is  solely 
responsible  for  making 
the  determination  of  a 
person's  readiness  to 
receive  the  vows  of 
membership."  The 
word  "solely"  has 
especially  generated 
emotionally  and 
politically  charged  conversations 
throughout  the  church  about  pastoral 
authority  and  the  power  of  United 
Methodist  bishops. 

The  Rev.  Jerome  King  Del  Pino, 
top  executive  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  the  heated 
debate  highlights  the  need  for  focused, 
careful  and  continuing  dialogue  about 
the  theological,  ecclesial  and  pastoral 
implications  of  the  council's  action. 

"The  church  craves  clarity  about  how 
to  understand  and  live  out  its  mission 
that  is  at  once  coherent  and  compelling 


for  an  unbelieving  world,"  said  Del 
Pino.  "Judicial  Council  1032  has 
created  a  defining  moment  in  the  life 
of  people  called  United  Methodists." 

Church-wide  conversation 

The  consultation  was  called  to 
provide  a  "hospitable  space"  for  church- 
wide  conversation  on  the  issue.  Discussions 
centered  on  theological  implications 
of  how  the  decision  relates  to  United 
Methodist  understanding  of  membership, 
pastoral  authority,  the  nature  of  the  church 
and  the  role  of  Scripture. 

Participants  sought  to  model  civil 
discourse  and  offered  position  papers  to 
clarify  the  council  ruling  in  relation  to 
the  denomination's  Book  of  Discipline, 
Constitution  and  Social  Principles  which 
govern  the  church  and  its  members. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Kohler,  a  staff 
member  with  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  said  the 
constitution  is  fundamental  to  United 
Methodist  identity  and  cited  Article 
IV's  emphasis  on  church  inclusiveness. 
He  said  the  article  "takes  precedence 
over  everything  else  that  you  see  in  the 
Discipline  which  covers  the  authority  of 
the  pastor  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
bishop  or  anything  else." 

Kohler  said  there  are  "fundamental 
ecclesiological  conflicts"  over 
membership  and  inclusiveness.  One 
perspective  receives  a  person  into  a 
community  of  faith  if  they  repent  of 
their  sins,  are  affirmed  by  the  fellowship 
and  promise  to  grow 
in  faith.  Another 
view  welcomes  a 
person  into  the 
fellowship  in  hopes 
that,  over  time,  that 
person  will  learn 
what  it  means  to  be 
Christian. 

The  Rev.  Martin 
McLee  said  African- 
American  churches 
have  a  different 
perspective  on 
the  meaning  of 
fellowship  based 
on  black  culture. 
During  worship,  the 
invitation  declares  that  the  church's 
doors  are  open.  Anyone  seeking 
redemption  through  a  leading  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  come  forward,  receive 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  with  the 
pastor  and  gain  entrance  into  the 
faith  community  after  taking  their 
membership  vows. 

"Judicial  Council  Decision  1032 
robs  people  of  potential  to  be  in 
community,"  said  McLee,  pastor  at 
Union  UMC  in  Boston. 

See  "Pastoral  authority,  "page  6 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert  * 

(UMNS)  -  A  report  recommending 
"profound"  changes  to  the  ministerial 
leadership  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  was  meant  to  spur  conversations. 
It  has  done  its  job.  "We've  got  the 
church  talking,"  said  the  Rev.  Thomas 
E.  Frank,  principal  writer  of  the  Study 
of  Ministry  Commission  report. 

Frank  reported  on  conversations  and 
reactions  to  the  eight  recommended 
changes  to  the  church's  system  of  lay, 
licensed  and  ordained  leadership  during 
the  commission  meeting  February. 

The  report  was  posted  in  January 
on  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry's  Web 
site  along  with  an  online  survey,  which 


ABOVE:  "We  need  to  be  concerned 
about  the  needs  of  congregations," 
says  the  Rev.  Robert  Kohler  of  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry.  Photo  by  Kathy  L  Gilbert. 

drew  approximately  1 ,000  responses  by 
its  Feb.  26  deadline. 

At  the  meeting,  members  reviewed 
another  report  based  on  responses  to 
the  survey  showed  that  the  church  is 
split  over  the  proposed  changes.  "The 
data  neither  confirms  nor  inhibits  us 
from  going  forward,"  Frank  said. 

Frank,  a  professor  and  director  of 
Methodist  Studies  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  also  received  feedback  on  the 
proposals  by  attending  a  meeting  of  the 

See  "Ministry  commission,  "page  6 


New  ~]~e5tarnent  Spirituality 

A  weekend  for  spiritual  formation, 
information  and  transformation 

featuring 

Robert  Mulholland 

noted  author  an  d  New  Te 

stament  ^3cho!ar 

Friday  Evening  and  Saturday 

May  4-5,  2007 
Benson  Memorial  UMC,  Raleigh,  NC 

Best-selling  author  and  Asbury  Seminary  Professor! 
Robert  Mulholland  invites  you  to  journey  toward 
wholeness  and  peace.  Dr.  Mulholland  leads  you 
in  revealing  the  spirituality  of  Jesus,  John,  and 
Paul.  Key  points  include  the  nature  of  spirituality, 
life  in  a  radically  God-referenced  mode,  the 
false-self  and  religious  false-self  we  show  others, j 
and  how  we  can  be  conformed  to  the  image  of 
Christ. 

In  addition  to  the  informative  lectures,  you  will 
experience  times  of  reflection,  inspiring  worship, 
caring  community,  and  praise  to  God. 


Registration  includes  Saturday  lunch  and  dinner 
$45  prior  to  April  13th;  $60  afterwords 

For  more  information  or  to  register 
call  (919)  832-1416 
or  www.cxifX3linabrxxic±asti 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc. 
publishers  of  The  Efird  Bible  Study  Series  and  Daily  Prayer 


"The  church 
does  not  belong 
to  the  pastor, 
members,  district 
superintendent  or 
bishop.  The  church 
belongs  to  Christ, 
(and)  the  Scriptures 
tell  us  that  God 
shows  no  partiality." 

The  Rev.  Cheryl  Jefferson  Bell 
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Order  of  Elders,  Order  of  Deacons  and 
Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors. 

"There  was  a  lot  of  hostility  and 
fear  and  deeply  felt  criticism-mostly 
around  the  sacraments  being  taken 
away  from  small  rural  churches,"  he 
said.  "I  was  asked,  'Is  this  a  plan  to 
close  small  churches  or  to  stop  paying 
local  pastors?'"  He  added,  however,  that 
most  people  felt  more  positive  about 
the  report  by  the  end  of  the  meeting. 

He  proposed  some  "imagining  alter- 
natives" ranging  from  restoring  elements 
of  the  pre- 1996  orders  of  ministry  to 
setting  broad  standards  for  ordination. 

Commission  members  will  tackle 
some  of  the  larger  questions  such  as 
conference  membership,  voting  rights 
and  privileges  of  local  pastors,  itinerancy 
and  continuous  appointment, 
education,  funding,  licensing,  and 
ordination  as  deacon  and  elder. 

Questions  raised 

One  significant  issue  discussed  by  the 
commission  was  the  understanding  of 
deacon  as  a  prerequisite  of  ordination 
as  an  elder,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  Kohler, 
assistant  general  secretary,  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

"We  have  raised  questions  about 


sacramental  authority  of  local  pastors 
and  the  means  by  which  they  can  care 
for  their  congregations,"  said  Kohler, 
adding  that  local  pastors  make  up  a  third 
of  the  church's  leadership.  "We  need  to 
be  concerned  about  the  needs  of  those 
congregations  as  well  as  the  ordering  of 
ministry  within  the  annual  conference." 

Kohler  added,  "In  order  to  answer 
the  questions  that  came  out  of  the  last 
General  Conference,  we  have  to  look  at 
the  whole.  That  is  what  we  are  attempting 
to  do  to  see  if  there  is  a  way  to  care  for 
the  church  now  and  into  the  future." 

Frank  said,  "The  report  is  the  subject 
of  a  lot  of  conversations,"  he  said. 
"We  are  addressing  significant  issues 
that  people  have  a  huge  stake  in,  and 
we  need  to  proceed  with  caution  and 
conviction." 

Invitation  to  comment 

Within  the  next  month,  a  revised 
draft  report  will  be  posted  on  the  board's 
Web  site,  and  people  will  be  invited  to 
comment.  A  final  report  will  be  presented 
at  the  2008  General  Conference.  For 
more  information,  visit  www.gbhem. 
org  and  click  on  Study  of  Ministry. 

*  Kathy  Gilbert  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusiveiy  Enciorseci  by  Cokesbury 


The  Rev.  Elaine  Robinson,  a  professor 
at  Brite  Divinity  School  in  Texas,  said 
the  Book  of  Discipline  also  contains 
conflicting  criteria  for  membership. 
"We  don't  have  the  clarity  in  hierarchical 
lines  of  authority  as  do  some  traditions," 
which  can  be  both  a  weakness  and 
strength,  she  said. 

The  Rev.  Cheryl  Jefferson  Bell,  a 
district  superintendent  of  the  Kansas 
West  Annual  Conference,  said  church 
membership  means  belonging  to  or  being 
pan  of  a  body.  "It  is  the  place  people 
come  to  give  their  lives  to  Christ . . .  (and) 
experience  the  real  love  of  God." 

Bell  said  the  idea  of  a  pastor  denying 
fellowship  to  an  individual  "scares 
me"  and  called  the  denial  "a  sin."  She 
said  Scripture  suggests  the  criteria  for 
membership  are  belief  in  the  heart  and 
confession  by  the  mouth. 

Added  Robinson:  "John  Wesley 
would  have  found  the  idea  of  denying 
membership  foreign." 

Theological  context 

Presentations  to  the  group  sought 
to  bring  theological  light  to  the 
consultation,  which  participants  said 
was  not  designed  to  be  a  "referendum 
on  homosexuality"  but  rather  a  focused 
debate  on  the  practice  and  integrity 
of  the  church's  leadership.  There  was 
consensus  that  church  membership  is 
a  means  or  form  of  grace  and  that  the 
church  exists  by  the  grace  of  God. 

The  Rev.  William  Abraham,  professor 
of  Wesley  Studies  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  compared  holiness  with  the 
denominations  30-year  proscription  that 
the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
incompatible  with  Christian  teaching. 
"Holiness  rules  out  the  practice  of 
homosexuality,"  shifting  the  debate  to 
readiness  for  membership,  executive 
authority  of  pastors  and  "rival  visions"  for 
the  authority  of  power  of  bishops,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Pamela  Lightsey,  dean  of 
students  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Illinois,  asked  what  inclusiveness 
means.  "Is  it  receipt  of  all  people  or  receipt 
of  all  behaviors?"  Lightsey  said  this  points 
to  biblical  authority  and  that  homosexual 
practice  "points  our  church  to  the  greater 
issue:  What  is  the  role  of  biblical  authority 
in...shaping  the  way  we  go  about  doing  the 
business  of  the  church?" 

Lightsey,  who  supports  welcoming 
homosexuals  into  membership  and 
ordination  of  gay  clergy,  said  she 
believes  an  "understanding  of  the  Bible 
and  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  conjunction 
with  our  canon  law  helped  to  inform 
and  shape"  Johnson's  decision  to 
block  a  homosexual  man  from  church 
membership.  That  decision,  she  said, 
"was  not  arbitrary,  capricious  or  was 
done  with  ill  intent." 

So  it  is,  she  said,  the  understanding  of 
biblical  text  that  is  the  "heart"  of  current 
and  historic  "discrimination"  against 
homosexuals.  Unless  the  role  and  use  of 


biblical  authority  is  examined,  "we  may 
very  well  find  ourselves  turning  to  the 
'listing'  of  sins  to  determine  a  person's 
readiness  for  membership." 

The  Rev.  Gregory  Stover,  pastor  of 
Armstrong  Chapel  UMC,  Cincinnati, 
said  the  pastor's  authority  to  use 
responsible  judgment  in  determining 
readiness  for  local  church  membership 
"plays  a  critical  role  in  the  pastoral 
work  of  providing  spiritual  guidance 
and  counsel."  Without  opportunity  for 
discernment,  he  said,  the  local  church 
is  directed  by  the  intentions  of  the 
individual  seeking  membership,  opening 
the  door  to  possibly  compromising 
the  integrity  of  membership  and  the 
covenant  of  the  church. 

McLee  said  the  decision  does  not 
define  "reasonable  pastoral  judgment"  in 
giving  the  pastor  discretion  to  determine 
membership  readiness.  Giving  sole 
power  to  pastors  is  "troubling,"  he  said, 
because  it  disconnects  the  long-held 
partnership  between  laity  and  clergy. 

"The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
a  laypersons'  church.  Ours,  as  clergy,  is 
itinerant,"  he  said.  "Pastors  come  and  pastors 
go.  Laity  hold  the  church  together." 

What  happens  when  the  pastor 
makes  a  mistake?  "Who  are  we  to  know 
the  heart  of  another?"  Bell  asked.  "The 
church  does  not  belong  to  the  pastor, 
members,  district  superintendent  or 
bishop.  The  church  belongs  to  Christ, 
(and)  the  Scriptures  tell  us  that  God 
shows  no  partiality." 

Membership  questions 

The  Rev.  Leicester  Longden, 
professor  at  the  University  of  Dubuque 
(Iowa)  Theological  Seminary,  said 
United  Methodists  think  of  themselves 
"as  a  movement  of  reformers,  prophets 
and  evangelists  rather  than  a  church 
institution  with  its  own  canonical  agree- 
ments on  doctrine,  liturgy,  sacraments, 
polity,  membership  and  so  forth." 

Ruling  1032,  he  said,  is  forcing  the 
church  to  face  up  to  its  confusion, 
recover  its  ecclesial  character  of  church 
membership,  and  "reform  our  lax 
habits  of  membership  reception."  This 
reformation  requires  confronting  "our 
cultural  accommodation  and  fear  of 
being  judgmental." 

Longden  said,  "membership  has  never 
been  an  end  in  itself-an  achieved  status. 
It  has  always  been  seen  as  participation 
in  a  journey  of  discipleship  on  the  way 
(to)  holiness." 

Leaders  from  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  hope 
the  consultation  prompts  United 
Methodists  around  the  world  to 
engage  in  similar  conversations.  The 
consultation  presentations  and  related 
issues  are  accessible  at  www.gbhem.org/ 
asp/resourceLibrary.asp. 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based  in  Tenn. 
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GOD'S  GIFT  OF  LONG  LIFE 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 


Spiritual  growth  is 
a  life  long  process 

Do  you  want  to  "awaken  your  spiritual  potential,"  find  out  what  the  Bible 
says  about  those  who  are  growing  older,  lead  a  group  on  a  study  of  the  issues 
for  midlife  adults,  use  the  thoughts  of  the  authors  in  the  field  of  aging  as  a 
springboard  for  group  study  and  meditation,  or  increase  awareness  of  older 
adult  ministry  needs  in  your  local  church?  Several  books  available  from  the  NC 
Conference  Media  Center  are  excellent  resources: 

•  10  Gospel  Promises  For  Later  Life  (BK471)  Is  there  any  good  news 
in  the  Good  News  for  Older  Adults?  Gerontologist,  Jane  Marie  Thibault 
speaks  to  this  question  and  others  in  this  book  divided  into  chapters  based 
on  her  10  promises  of  God,  as  revealed  in  Scriptures 

•  The  Art  Of  Growing  Old  (BK337)  This  book  is  for  all  adults  interested 
in  increasing  satisfaction  in  their  own  lives.  To  be  used  as  individuals  or 
in  small  groups.  Setting  goals,  making  plans  when  moving  into  the  last 
decades  of  life  can  be  a  time  full  of  grace  and  renewing  spirituality.  The 
author  is  Carroll  Saussy. 

•  Soulful  Aging:  Ministry  Through  The  Stages  Of  Adulthood 
(BK296)  This  book  contains  and  examination  of  the  dimensions  of  life 
through  the  aging  process  with  an  emphasis  on  the  importance  of  our 

See  "Spiritual  Growth,  "page  12 


Gifts  of  older  adults  are 
an  incredible  resource 


By  Jeanette  Pinkston  * 

(UMNS)  -  The  world's  elderly  population  has  nearly  quadrupled  in  the  last 
50  years,  and  The  United  Methodist  Church  needs  to  find  a  way  to  use  "this 
incredible  resource,"  said  the  Rev.  Rick  Gentzler,  Jr. 

The  elderly  population  increased  from  130  million  in  1950  to  419  million 
in  2000,  according  to  a  report  by  Gentzler,  director  of  the  Center  on  Aging  and 
Older  Adult  Ministries  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

He  outlined  the  trends  in  aging  that  will  impact  the  global  church  and  society 
during  the  UM  Committee  on  Older  Adults  meeting  in  March. 

Gentzler  suggested  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  identify  a  modern 
purpose  of  a  longer,  healthier  old  age  and  seek  to  answer  the  questions:  "To  what 
use  do  we  put  the  incredible  resource  of  elderhood,  and  what  are  the  new  models 
of  old  age  for  our  coming  maturity?" 

Two  key  proposals  in  the  Comprehensive  Plan  for  Older  Adult  Ministries 
for  the  2009-2012  period  include  training  a  cadre  of  volunteer  caregivers 
to  interact  with  the  growing  number  of  older  adults,  and  modeling  intentional 
intergenerational  ministry,  in  which  older  adults  serve  as  mentors  to 
young  people. 

See  "Gifts  of  older  adults,  "page  12 
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Older  adults  find  educational  and  service 
experiences  through  Pl?imeftiltfei?S 


In  the  late  1990s,  Civic  Ventures,  a  California-based  non-profit 
organization,  conducted  a  survey  of  older  adult  Americans  and  found  several 
interesting  results.  On  the  one  hand,  the  survey  discovered  that  40%  of  older 
Americans  are  either  working  for  pay  or  plan  to  work  for  pay  in  retirement, 
and  an  even  larger  number  either  volunteer  or  plan  to  volunteer.  Older  adults 
are  both  more  active  and  living  longer  than  ever  before. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  indicated  that  older  adults  had  a  difficult  time 
finding  meaningful  volunteer  opportunities,  and  that  they  feel  their  skills 
are  not  valued  by  organizations.  Too  often  the  volunteer  opportunities  left 
for  older  adults  were  classified  as  menial  -  envelope  stuffing,  hospital  cart 
pushing,  etc. 

In  1999,  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  (GBGM)  convened  a  Design 
Team  to  consider  a  new  program  initiative  for  older  adults  called  Primetimers. 
Planning  processes  included  representatives  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship  and  the 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  in  addition  to  the  broad  cross-section 
of  experts  identified  by  GBGM.  Pilot  teams  were  commissioned  throughout 
2000  and  the  program  began  as  a  full  program  in  200 1 . 


The  initial  concept  of  Primetimers  was  to  merge  the  best  of  a  Volunteers 
In  Mission  experience  (Christian  and  service-oriented)  with  the  educational 
character  of  the  Elderhostel  movement  (educational  and  cultural). 

The  goals  of  the  Primetimers  program  are  to: 

1 .  Provide  new  service  and  learning  experiences  for  older  persons,  offering 
opportunities  for  intentional  education,  faith-filled  reflection,  and  cross- 
cultural  appreciation  in  the  context  of  Christian  mission, 

2.  Serve  the  ministries  of  the  UMC  and  its  faith  partners,  creating  informed 
interpreters  of  the  mission  and  heritage  of  the  UMC  and 

3.  Strengthen  relationships  of  the  local  church  with  those  with  whom  they 
are  in  mission,  enabling  interaction  with  grassroots  efforts  to  address  the 
needs  of  "the  least  of  these." 

Primetimers  experiences  offer  older  adults  opportunities  for  educational 
forums,  cross-cultural  exposure,  faith-filled  reflection,  and  greater  exposure 
to  the  work  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  and  the  church  universal. 
Information  on  upcoming  scheduled  events,  including  a  project  in  South 
Carolina,  is  included  below. 


2001  Fj?Iw©£iroei*s  Schedule 


IOWA 

Embracing  Iowa:  Urban  &  Rural  Social  Justice 
Wesley  Woods  Camp  &  Retreat  Center 
Indianola,  Iowa 

September  30  -  October  5,  2007 
Event  Cost:  $435.00  -  $555.00* 
Registration  deadline  is:  July  30,  2007 

Participants  will  experience  Iowa  -  both  urban 
and  rural  -  through  field  trips,  discussions  with 
community  members,  tours,  and  much  more. 
Dialogue  about  the  struggles  rural  families  face  and 
the  programs  offered  by  Mid-Iowa  Community 
Action  Inc.,  as  they  strive  to  fulfill  their  mission 
of  "Helping  people.  Changing  Lives.  Building 
Communities."  Travel  to  Des  Moines  to  explore 
urban  challenges  and  ministries.  Spend  time  at  the 
Social  Justice  Action  Center.  Participate  in  the  after 
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school  programs  and  parent  education  ministries  of 
the  Shalom  Zone  and  see  firsthand  the  ways  that 
Communities  of  Shalom  work  together  to  experience 
wholeness  and  well-being  in  their  neighborhoods. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 

/  Don't  Feel  Nowhere  Tired: 

Come  Far  From  Where  We  Started 
Johns  Island,  South  Carolina 
October  6- 13,  2007 
Event  Cost:  $465.00* 
Registration  deadline  is:  August  6,  2007 

Come  explore  the  Sea  Islands  -  the  lifestyle  of  the 
people,  the  Gullah  language,  the  diversity  of  culture, 
the  disparity  between  rich  and  poor,  and  the  daily 
life  of  people  in  the  community.  Hosted  by  Rural 
Mission,  Inc.  which  respectfully  provides  a  lifting 
hand  through  education,  advocacy,  and  outreach. 
Experience  Rural  Missions  ministry  to  Sea  Island 
families  and  migrant  farm  workers.  Also  experience 
their  Headstart  Program  as  well  as  their  work  in  crisis 
intervention,  advocacy  and  counseling.  Participate 
in  a  local  worship  experience,  including  the  call  and 
response  form  of  expressions  and  old  time  Gullah 
songs  and  prayers.  Experience  local  culture  and 
cuisine  by  participating  in  the  Seafood  jamboree 
sponsored  by  Johns  Island  local  churches.  Take  a  trip 
to  the  historic  city  of  Charleston. 


NEWYORK 

Globalization:  The  Challenge 

of  Global  Community 
United  Methodist  Seminar  Program,  GBGM 
New  York,  New  York 
October  14  - 19,  2007 
Event  Cost:  $895.00* 
Registration  deadline  is:  August  14,  2007 

New  York  is  an  opportunity  to  explore  the  ways 
that  globalization  impacts  our  world  today.  Intended 
to  compliment  the  2006  -  2007  Mission  Study  on 


globalization,  this  event  offers  the  opportunity  to 
hear  stories  from  brothers  and  sisters  around  the 
world  about  how  globalization  is  impacting  their 
communities,  both  in  providing  opportunities 
and  in  bringing  about  challenges.  Explore  complex 
social  issues,  such  as  free  trade,  access  to  clean 
water,  and  livelihood,  in  light  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ.  Explore  how  to  act  responsibly  on  behalf  of 
economic  justice.  Throughout  the  event,  participants 
will  learn  how  United  Methodists  and  UM  Women 
are  engaged  in  mission  by  meeting  partner 
organizations  supported  by  Global  Ministries  and 
UMW  Mission  Giving. 

LOUISIANA 

Life  on  the  Bayou  Teche: 

History,  Culture,  &  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
Baldwin,  Louisiana 
October  21  -27,2007 
Event  Cost:  $515.00* 
Registration  deadline  is:  August  21,  2007 

Come  experience  life  on  the  Bayou  Teche  through 
presentations,  site  visits,  music,  dance,  and  cuisine! 
The  event  will  be  based  at  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief's  Sager  Brown  Campus, 
a  GBGM-related  National  Mission  Institution. 
Learn  about  and  be  a  part  of  UMCOR's  work  at 
the  campus  as  well  as  take  field  trips  to  a  variety  of 
local  attractions.  Learn  about  the  various  cultures  in 
the  area  and  the  contributions  and  influence  of  the 
Acadians  (Cajuns),  Native  Americans,  Creoles  and 
African  Americans  in  Louisiana.  Visit  the  oldest  rice 
mill  in  the  United  States  and  the  Mcllhenney  Family 
Tabasco  industry.  Take  a  swamp  tour  to  experience 
the  life  in  and  on  the  swamps,  including  shrimp 
boats  and  alligators. 

*  Prices  do  not  include  costs  for  transportation  to/from 
the  event.  For  questions  or  registration,  contact  the  main 
office  at:  Primetimers  Program,  Mission  Volunteers 
Office,  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Suite  330,  New 
York,  NY  10115;  telephone  toll  free  1-877-882-4724 
or  e-mail primetimers@gbgm-umc.org. 
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Day- A  way  sponsored  by  NC  Conference 
Committee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries 


The  NC  Conference  Committee  on  Older 
Adult  Ministries  is  sponsoring  a  day-away 
for  older  adults  and  those  who  work  with 
older  adults  at  Garner  UMC  on  May  9.  The 
theme  for  the  day  is  "Aging:  A 
Spiritual  Journey." 

The  aging  of  the  baby  boomer 
generation  is  impacting  the 
ministry  of  local  churches. 

As  of  2004,  62  percent  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church's 
membership  was  composed 
of  individuals  50  years  of  age 
and  older. 

When  asked  why  the 
Committee  felt  it  was  important 
to  offer  such  an  opportunity, 
Rev.  Dan  Jones,  co-chairman  of  the  event  said, 
"We  are  a  graying  society,  in  and  out  of  the  local 
church.  An  event  such  as  this  allows  us  to  gather 
to  learn,  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  network  with 
folk  with  similar  interests  and  concerns  and  gives 
access  to  resources  to  help  live  life  more  fully  and 
with  quality."  He  says,  "Don't  be  fearful  about 
aging;  be  excited!  When  God  is  at  the  center  of 
our  life,  aging  is  a  spiritual  journey." 


Garner  UMC's  spacious  new  facilities  will 
provide  easy  access.  All  classes  and  activities  of  the 
day  will  be  taking  place  on  the  same  floor. 

Registration  begins  at  9a.m.  followed  by  a  time 
of  gathering  and  singing.  A  worship 
service  with  Communion  will  be 
led  by  Rev.  Vernon  Tyson,  retired 
elder  of  the  NC  Conference. 

The  keynote  speaker,  Linda  K. 
George  will  conclude  the  day  with 
a  discussion  on  the  link  between 
good  health  and  religion.  George 
is  Professor  of  Sociology, 
Psychology:  Health  and  Social, 
and  Psychiatry  and  Behavioral 
Sciences  at  Duke  University. 
Never  Home  4,  a  barbershop 
quartet,  will  be  entertaining  participants  during 
lunch.  There  will  be  opportunities  to  browse  the 
display  tables,  including  Cokesbury  resources  and 
displays  from  other  organizations. 

Event  registration  brochures  are  available  online 
at  www.nccumc.org/olderadultministries,  or  by 
contacting  Laura  Bailey  at  1-800-849-4433  ext  264 
or  llbailey@nccumc.org.  The  postmark  deadline  for 
registrations  is  April  18. 


Workshops 

1.  Blessed  to  be  a  Blessing 
Rev.  William  H.Gattis 


2.  Nutrition  and  Fitness 

Dr.  Bernice  Duffy  Johnson 

3.  Writing  about  Your  Faith 
Rev.  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

4.  Share  and  Learn 

Rev.  Judith  5.  Stephens 

5.  What  Scripture  Says  About  Aging 
Rev.  Nina  Paul  Vinson 

6.  Coping  with  Loss 
Rev.  Michael  A.  Davis 

7.  Care  Giving  and 
Care  for  the  Caregiver 
Alice  and  Ambrose  Dudley 

8.  Lifelong  Learning 
Presenters  from  Elderhostel 
and  community  colleges 


S*E*N*I*  0*R*S* 


A  Congregational  Model 

for  Intentional  Ministry  with  Older  Adults 


Spirituality  —  Spiritual  renewal  is 
essential  to  life  fulfillment.  The  church  plays 
a  vital  role  in  helping  older  adults  attain  this 
goal.  In  addition,  older  adults  can  serve  as 
teachers  and  mentors  for  the  spiritual  well- 
being  of  others.  For  older  adults,  spiritual 
guidance  is  made  available  through  worship, 
pastoral  care,  Bible  study,  prayer  groups,  and 
support  networks. 

Enrichment  —  In  a  fast-paced 
and  changing  society,  older  adults  need 
opportunities  to  continue  the  life-long  process 
of  learning  and  growing.  The  church  plays  a 
vital  role  in  helping  older  adults  grow  in  the 
faith  and  in  their  understanding  of  life  and 
world  issues. 

Nutrition  and  Fitness  -  The 

great  majority  of  older  adults  live  in  the 
community  and  are  cognitively  intact  and  fully 
independent  in  their  daily  activities.  Those 
who  remain  active  may  be  individuals  who 
exercise,  eat  nutritiously,  and  have  a  positive 
psychological  view  of  life. 

Intergenerational  —  All  people, 

young  and  old,  need  each  other  very 
much.  This  need  expresses  itself  in  healthy 
relationships  as  nurturing  and  caring 
opportunities  (i.e.,  physical,  emotional, 
educational,  and  spiritual). 


Outreach -a  program  of  outreach  and 
evangelism  seeks  to  include  all  the  older  adults 
in  its  fellowship,  recognizing  that  many  older 
adults  do  not  have  an  active  relationship  with  any 
congregation. 

Recreation  —  Older  adults  need  creative 
self-expression  as  well  as  opportunities  to  develop 
and  maintain  self-confidence.  Recreation  adds  an 
extra  measure  of  zest  to  the  lives  of  aging  persons, 
enhancing  both  physical  and  mental  well-being. 


Service  —  Many  older  adults  delight 
in  serving  the  needs  of  others.  Encourage 
participation  in  the  programs  and  services  of 
local  church,  community,  and  social  service 
agencies.  Mobilizing  for  peace  and  justice  issues, 
feeding  the  hungry,  and  providing  shelter  for  the 
homeless  are  just  a  few  of  the  many  possibilities 
for  older  adults  to  engage  in  service. 

For  ministry  details  visit  http://www.gbod.org/ 
coa/articles.asp?act=  reader&item_id=l  03 7 7. 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Association 
hosts  Older  Adult  ministry  conference 


•Spirit  of  tie  /living  God 


"Spirit  of  the  Living  God,  Fall 
Afresh  on  Me,"  a  conference  for 
Older  Adults  and  those  working 
in  Older  Adult  ministry  will  be 
held  at  Lake  Junaluska  Aug.  6-9. 

The  preacher  for  this  event 
will  be  Bishop  Will  Willimon  of 
the  North  Alabama  Conference. 
Marjorie    Kimbrough   will    be  ir   r  t 

the  Bible  leader  and  Richard  ffm^fVMM  flW  HA 

Gentzler,  director  of  the  United    *"BMst  2007 
Methodist  Center  on  Aging  will  serve  as  the 
platform  speaker. 

Activities  will  include  worship,  Bible  study, 
workshops,  storytelling,  and  a  concert  by  the 


Junaluska  Singers. 

Susan  McGuire,  president  of 
the  SEJ  Association  on  Older 
Adults  and  director  of  Older 
Adult  Ministries  at  Edenton  Street 
UMC  encourages  all  persons 
interested  in  Older  Adult  Ministry 
to  attend.  She  said,  "Our  annual 
event  is  an  opportunity  for 
you  to  meet  folks  from  other 
UM  conferences,  to  fellowship, 
worship,  and  learn  together." 

For  information  about  registration  cost, 
lodging,  and  meals,  call  Lake  Junaluska  at  1-800- 
454-6710  or  visit  www.sejumc.org. 
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The  caregiver  also  needs 
care  —  one  couple's  story 


(The  following  is  excerpted  from  The  Loving  Caregiver 
by  Alice  and  Ambrose  Dudley  published  by  Chapel  Hill 
Press  ©  2006) 

By  Alice  and  Ambrose  Dudley  * 

Twin  disasters  struck  within  26  months  of  each 
other.  Ambrose  was  diagnosed  with  cancer  in  February 
1997,  and  Alice  suffered  a  severe  brain  injury  in  an 
automobile  accident  in  April  1999. 

As  a  result  we  had  to  learn  a  new  skill:  caring  for 
a  person  in  a  life-threatening  situation.  It  was  thrust 
upon  us.  We  didn't  apply  for  it.  The  job  came  without 
training  and  without  warning. 

We  learned  that  caregivers  find  themselves  suddenly 
faced  with  an  opportunity  to  serve  in  a  way  they  never 
planned.  Their  new  role  in  life  often  pushes  their 
abilities  and  patience  to  the  limit.  They  must  learn  a 
new  trade  on-the-job. 

We  also  had  another  job,  that  of  patient.  We  at  least 
had  had  some  experience  in  this  role. 

We  found  that  the  job  of  caregiver  is  key  in  the 
healing  process  and  for  the  general  well  being  of  the 
patient.  We  also  realized  what  Dr.  Robert  G.  Tuttle, 
Alice's  uncle  who  married  us,  had  meant  when  he  said 


to  keep  God  in  the  center  of  our  marriage, 
the  most  loving  caregiver. 

Alice  cared  for  Ambrose  after  he  was 
diagnosed  with  multiple  Myeloma  (MM), 
cancer  that  involves  plasma  cells  in  the 
marrow  replicating  wildly.  Ambrose 
underwent  a  peripheral  stem  cell  transplant 
in  September/October  of  1997  at 
Hospitals  in  Chapel  Hill,  NC. 

Then  it  was  Ambrose's  turn.  Alice 
suffered  a  brain  injury  in  a  traffic  accident, 
was  in  a  coma  for  nearly  three  weeks 
underwent  daily  rehabilitative  therapy  for 
than  one  year. 

Eight  years  later,  we  are  continuing  to 
support  and  care  for  each  other. 

We  found  that  the  caregiver  shoulders 
the  heaviest  load.  The  patient  is  busy  with 
consequences  of  the  illness/injury  and  the 
medical  treatment.  That  occupies  his  or  her 
time  and  thoughts. 

As  the  caregiver,  we  had  to  just  watch  as  our  loved  one 
struggled  to  regain  a  quality  and  a  wholeness  of  life. 

There  is  a  helpless  feeling  when  the  patient  is  really 
struggling  and  there  is  little  more  the  caregiver  or  the 


New  study  program: 
(jyjffig  Fully^  Dying  Well 


Alice  &  Ambrose  Dudley  each  experienced  the  challenges  of  being 
the  caregiver.  They  are  presenting  a  workshop  at  the  Day-Away 
event  sponsored  by  NC  Conference  (see  page  9). 


doctors  can  do  while  waiting  for  the  body  and  the 
brain  to  heal. 

We  were  exhausted  at  times.  The  caregiver  is  always 
on  call  and  must  stand  ready  to  respond  at  a  moment's 
notice  regardless  of  how  tired.  We  learned  to  live  with 
inconveniences  and  disruptions.  We  also  learned  to 
stand  back  and  to  let  others  at  times  carry  the  load. 

Since  the  role  of  caregiver  can  be  almost  mind- 
bending,  we  wanted  to  make  provisions  for  taking  care 
of  ourselves. 

We  realized  the  wise  caregiver  includes  as  part  of 
the  recovery  plan  a  schedule  to  get  away  from  the 
immediate  situation  of  caring  for  the  patient  and  to 
care  for  his  or  herself.  We  used  a  telephone  tree  to 
spread  the  latest  word  on  the  patient's  condition,  thus 


In  a  new  program  developed  by  Abingdon 
Press,  "Living  Fully,  Dying  Well"  Rueben 
Job,  retired  Bishop  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  describes  living  fully  as, 

"...life's    most    rewarding  gift. 
Young  or  old,  rich  or  poor,  at  the 
peak  of  our  powers  or  weakened  by 
the  limitations  of  age  or  disease, 
living  fully  is  something  that  in  our 
better  moments  we  all  desire  and 
with  God's  help  can  all  achieve. 
Just  as  we  cannot  live  fully  without 
serious  consideration  of  life  and 
its  meaning,  we  cannot  die  well 
without  consideration  of  death  and 
its  meaning  for  us  all. " 
Other  presenters  in  the  series  include: 
John  Collett,  Dr.  Rick  Genztler,  Dr.  David 
Jarvis,  and  Fred  Allen. 

There  are  eight  sessions  in  the  program 
designed  for  adults  of  all  ages  who  want  to 
discuss  issues  of  faith  and  morality. 

Topics  include  biblical  and  social 
perspectives  on  growing  older,  practical 
legal  decisions,  dying  well  and  living 
significantly. 

Three  booklets  included  in  this  set  are 
also  available  to  purchase  separately  from 
Cokesbury.  They  are:  "Talking  to  Your 


Family  and  End  of  Life  Issues",  "Talking 
to  Your  Child  About  Life  and  Death"  and 
"Visiting  and  Supporting  Friends  Facing 
Death." 

This  series  and  many  other  resources  for 
Older  Adult  Ministry  are  available  to  borrow 
from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Media 
Center  located  in  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Raleigh.  Contact  Director  Laura 
Bailey  by  telephone  at  1-800-849-4433,  ext 
264  or  by  e-mail  at  Ubailey@nccumc.org. 


conserving  our  energy. 

Ambrose  scheduled  trips  to  the  beach  and  to  the 
mountains  at  intervals  during  Alice's  early  recovery. 
Later,  when  Alice  could  travel,  we  planned  breaks  in 
her  therapy  for  vacations.  Her  primary  rehabilitation 
doctor  encouraged  this.  He  declared  at  certain  periods 
it  was  time  for  a  break. 

Alice  got  relief  from  the  daily  grind  of  caring  for 
Ambrose  by  retreating  to  the  home  of  her  brother, 
Fred,  or  our  son,  Chris,  both  of  whom  lived  near 
UNC  Hospitals  at  the  time.  She  also  frequently  went 
to  lunch  or  dinner  with  friends. 

We  were  fortunate  to  have  a  number  of  friends 
who  helped  take  care  of  us.  We  felt  the  love  of  family, 
friends  and  associates  from  far  and  wide. 

Our  caring  community  prayed  for  us,  visited  us, 
provided  food  and  helped  in  the  daily  routine  of 
running  a  household.  We  didn't  have  the  time  or  the 
energy  to  do  many  things  that  were  once  routine.  We 
were  busy  trying  to  figure  out  how  to  deal  with  the 
medical  crisis  before  us. 

We  realized  that  caring  people  empower  the  patient 
and  the  caregiver  as  they  fight  the  battle  for  life.  We  will 
always  be  deeply  indebted  to  those  who  gave  so  much 
that  we  might  concentrate  our  efforts  on  getting  well. 

The  struggle  was  hourly  in  both  of  our  cases.  We  feel 
that  going  through  the  twin  battles  made  us  stronger 
individuals,  a  stronger  couple  and  more  sensitive  to 
those  who  are  suffering. 

*  Alice  &  Ambrose  Dudley  are  members  of  North  Raleigh 
United  Methodist  Church.  For  more  information  about 
The  Loving  Caregiver,  call  Laura  Bailey  at  800-849- 
4433  or  email  her  at  llbailey@nccumc.org. 
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United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  provide 
faith-based  continuing  care  for  senior  adults 


Mother's  Day  offering  on  May  13 
provides  benevolence  for  residents 
in  need  living  in  UMRH  communities 

In  one  UMRH  community  there  is  a  97  year  young  lady  who  is  still  living  independently  in 
her  apartment.  She  still  drives  and  comes  to  the  cafeteria  to  eat.  When  she  came  to  Methodist 
Retirement  Community  (original  Durham  campus)  in  the  1980 's  she  thought  she  had  all  the 
resources  she  needed  to  live  out  her  life.  She  was  in  her  seventies.  By  the  time  she  was  85  she 
no  longer  had  the  funds  to  fully  pay  her  way.  The  Benevolent  Care  Annual  Fund  supports  her. 
She  never  married  and  has  no  family  so  she  is  truly  a  case  for  benevolence. 


The  mission  of  The  United  Methodist  Retirement 
Homes,  Inc.  is  to  provide  quality  care  and  services  for 
an  inclusive  and  diverse  population  of  senior  adults. 

Each  year  the  population  of  UMRH  communities 
grows  and  the  diversity  increases.  Along  with  that 
many  residents  are  living  longer,  often  longer  than 
their  resources. 

At  The  United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes 
residents  do  not  leave  when  they  can  no  longer  fully  pay 
their  way.  Instead,  funds  raised  through  the  Mother's 
Day  Offering  provide  financial  support  to  residents  in 
the  communities  who  outlive  their  resources  and  who 
can  no  longer  fully  pay  their  way. 

This  is  benevolence.  It  is  the  heart  of  the  UMRH 
mission,  and  as  a  faith-based  organization,  quality  care 
and  services  continue  to  be  provided  to  all  seniors. 

Mother's  Day  (Sunday,  May  13)  is  the  one  time 
during  the  year  congregations  of  the  churches  in  the 


Wesley  Ridge  offers  energy-efficient  affordable 
living  with  many  great  features  for  senior  adults  sixty- 
two  years  and  older,  and  for  disabled  adults  18  years 
or  older.  Located  close  to  the  Wesley  Pines  campus, 
many  of  the  social  and  educational  activities  available 
to  residents  of  Wesley  Pines  have  been  extended  to 
Wesley  Ridge,  providing  added  enrichment  to  the 
lives  of  Wesley  Ridge  residents. 

Wesley  Ridge  was  the  hope  and  dream  of  Bishop 
Marion  M.  Edwards  (NC  Conference  Bishop  from 
1996-2004)  who  encouraged  The  United  Methodist 
Retirement  Homes  to  find  a  way  to  serve  seniors 
who  did  not  have  the  financial  resources  to  enter  the 
communities  through  regular  admission  criteria. 

Wesley  Ridge  has  six,  one-story  buildings,  and  each 
building  contains  four  apartments:  Three  one  bedroom 


NC  Conference  are  asked  to  help  continue  to  assist 
residents  in  UMRH  communities.  Many  of  these 
residents  are  former  pastors  or  spouses  of  pastors  who 
came  through  the  system  before  the  new  pension  plan 
was  put  in  place. 

For  people  who  travel  on  Mother's  Day  and  are  not 
at  their  home  church  to  make  a  gift,  checks  can  be  sent 
direcdy  to  The  United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes. 
With  donations,  include  home  church  name  &  town: 

Attn:  Beverley  S.  Pierpoint,  UMRH  Foundation 

2600  Croasdaile  Farm  Parkway,  Suite  A-500 

Durham,  NC  27705 

UMRH  will  notify  the  Conference,  and  the  local 
church  will  receive  credit  for  gifts  received. 

Benevolent  expenses  at  UMRH  communities 
totaled  $2,158,684  in  2006.  All  donations  are  placed 
in  one  account,  and  the  executive  directors  of  each 
community  draw  on  the  account  annually. 


units  of  approximately  625  square  feet  and  one  two- 
bedroom  unit  of  approximately  840  square  feet. 

These  units  have  front  porches  and  covered  concrete 
patios  in  the  rear.  Other  features  are  wall  to  wall 
carpeting,  thermo-pane  windows  and  mini-blinds, 
frost  free  refrigerators,  energy  efficient  central  heating 
and  air,  washer  and  dryer  connections,  emergency 
alarms,  and  outside  storage. 

Centrally  located  on  the  site  is  the  1,100  square  foot 
community  center  containing  the  management  office, 
community  room  with  kitchen  facilities,  maintenance 
room  and  coin-operated  laundry  facilities. 

The  community  center  serves  as  a  gathering  place 
for  regular  resident  meetings  and  social  activities,  as 
well  as  a  place  to  host  speakers  and  other  events. 

Wesley  Ridge  began  with  a  seed  grant  from  the  Rural 
Church  Division  of  The  Duke  Endowment.  It  was  a 
cooperative  venture  among  Housing  Opportunities, 
Inc.  of  Greensboro,  the  North  Carolina  Housing 
Finance  Agency,  Harris  Brown  Management,  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture's  Rural 
Development  Program,  RBC  Centura,  Weaver  Cooke 
Construction  and  Moore  Riley  Architects.  This  team 
effort  is  an  example  of  how  a  public,  private  and 
faith-based  partnership  can  work  together  to  fill  a 
community  need. 

There  is  no  entrance  fee,  and  rent  is  based  on 
income.  For  details  on  becoming  a  resident  of  Wesley 
Ridge,  call  (910)  671-8021. 


At  Quail  Haven  Village,  Chaplain  Alicia  Porterfield 
(left)  and  a  resident  work  on  a  spring  Bread  for  the 
Journey  project.  The  Bread  for  the  Journey  mission 
program  sponsors  a  number  of  projects  for  the  greater 
community  including:  Closet  Cleaning  Mission,  where 
over  1,100  gently  used  items  were  collected  for  the 
Sandhills/Moore  Coalition  for  Human  Care;  BackPac 
Pals  project  which  provides  backpack  food  packets 
for  children  of  need  once  a  week.  This  project  also 
purchased  a  holiday  book  for  each  child  and  food  for 
the  holiday  break. 


"Living  at  Croasdaile  Village  has  far  surpassed  our 
expectations  of  what  life  in  a  continuing  care  retirement 
community  would  be  like.The  residents  are  the  greatest 
asset. They  are  friendly  and  interesting. They  come  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  and  have  been  in  a  wide  variety 
of  professions.  They  are  active  mentally  and  physically. 
In  times  of  need  they  are  caring  compassionate  and 
concerned.  We  immediately  felt  at  home  here...and 
became  a  part  of  a  wonderful  community." 
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Cypress  Glen 

Cypress  Glen  resident,  Col.  David  Stevens  recently 
donated  funds  for  and  organized  a  pool  and  game 
room  in  the  West  Apartment  Wing  dedicated  to 
Charles  W.  Snell,  Jr.,  his  life-long  pool  buddy.  Dave  is  a 
Pitt  County  native  and  a  retired  Air  Force  Colonel. 


Wesley  Ridge,  dream  of  Bishop  Marion 
M.  Edwards,  serves  low-income  seniors 
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Gifts  of  older  adults  from  page  7 


"Leaving  my  9-room,  century-old  farm  house  set 
among  magnolias  and  oaks  was  not  something  I 
ever  dreamed  I  could  do.  As  the  years  rolled  around, 
I  could  no  longer  cope  with  the  large  space  and  large 
yard.  Cypress  Glen  was  expanding,  and  I  went  to  every 
meeting  and  finally  picked  out  an  apartment.  In  Nov. 
2005, 1  moved  the  things  I  loved  most  and  myself  into 
it.  My  planning  was  such  that  even  my  pictures  were 
hung  before  I  went  to  bed.  When  I  turned  back  the 
covers  for  my  bed  that  night,  I  said  aloud,  "I  am  really 
at  home."  From  that  time,  I  have  never  looked  back.  I 
have  never  known  such  security  and  peace.  As  the  new 
residents  moved  in  I  found  family  ties  as  deep  as  those 
forged  by  kinship.  I  love  this  place,  and  I  have  never 
had  a  regret."  -  Katherine  Lewis 


Elizabeth  and  William  Warwick  from  Wilmington  are 
building  a  3  bedroom  brick  cottage  at  Wesley  Pines. 
The  Warwicks  say  they  chose  Wesley  Pines  for  it  close 
proximity  to  their  current  home,  its  friendly  Christian 
environment  and  the  ability  they  had  to  work  hand 
and  hand  with  the  contractor  on  their  new  home. 


ChristineTripp  is  a  resident  at  the  Cypress  Glen  Memory 
Care  Cottage  -  a  12-room  residential  cottage  designed 
especially  for  those  residents  who  are  suffering  from 
dementia-related  illness.  This  state-of-the-art  facility 
provides  24-hour  care.  Certified  nursing  assistants 
provide  care  to  the  residents,  encouraging  them  to  do 
as  much  as  possible  for  themselves.  Each  resident  has 
an  individualized  plan  of  care  to  fit  his  or  her  schedule 
and  typical  habits.  Sylvia  Kohus,  Cypress  Glen  chaplain, 
and  a  group  of  residents  provide  weekly  worship 
services.  Rev.  Kohus  uses  "old-fashioned"  Bible  Study 
posters  and  older  hymns  to  evoke  fond  memories  and 
responses  from  some  residents  who  otherwise  might 
be  non-communicative. 


From  a  global  standpoint,  the  world's  population 
is  aging  at  an  accelerated  rate  due  in  part  to  declining 
fertility  rates  and  improvements  in  life  expectancy. 

"Over  the  next  14  years,  the  number  of  people  over 
50  in  the  U.S.  will  grow  74  percent,  while  people 
under  50  will  increase  by  only  1  percent,"  according 
to  research  conducted  by  Edwin  J.  Pittock,  president 
of  the  Society  of  Certified  Senior  Advisors. 

Sixty-two  percent  ofThe  United  Methodist  Church's 
members  are  50  years  old  or  older,  while  nearly  50 
percent  are  60  or  older,  Gentzler  said. 

Trends  in  aging 

The  plan  highlights  the  following  trends  that  will 
impact  the  global  church  and  society. 

•  More  people  are  living  longer.  The  population  of 
those  65  and  over  will  increase  from  35  million 
in  2000  to  72  million  by  2030. 

•  Current  markers  of  old  age  are  changing,  which 
means  that  increasing  longevity  will  not  only 
postpone  the  arrival  of  old  age  but  will  also  cause 
all  of  the  stages  of  life  to  shift  significantly. 

•  As  people  are  living  longer,  there  will  be  a 
pandemic  of  chronic  disease,  which  will  result  in 
increased  need  for  community-based  services. 

•  Dementia  is  expected  to  increase,  with 
Alzheimer's  disease  potentially  affecting  1 1 
million  to  16  million  people  by  2050. 

•  With  fewer  children  being  born  and  more  older 
adults  living  longer,  the  U.S.  could  experience 
a  crisis  in  family  care  giving.  Globally  more 
grandparents  are  raising  grandchildren. 

•  Increasingly,  the  growing  cost  of  health  care  has 
led  ro  discussions  about  limiting  the  health  care 
of  older  adults  through  rationing. 

•  Financial  insecurity  brought  on  by  challenges 
to  Social  Security  and  Medicare  and  changes 
in  pensions  could  lead  to  a  future  with  massive 
elder  poverty.  (Most  U.S.  seniors  are  neither 
wealthy  nor  living  in  poverty.) 

•  Many  continue  to  work  after  "the  normal"  age  of 
retirement  because  of  career  interests,  a  desire  to 
stay  productive,  fear  of  unstable  Social  Security 
coverage,  dwindling  retirement  investments  and 
the  fact  that  some  simply  can't  afford  to  retire. 

Inter-generational  equity  is  paramount  tc  address 


UMRH  At  a  Glance 


Residents: 
Staff: 


1,250+ 
650 


Continuing  Care  Communities: 

•  Croasdaile  Village  -  Durham 

•  Cypress  Glen  -  Greenville 

•  Wesley  Pines  -  Lumberton 

•  Quail  Haven  Village  -  Pinehurst 

Affordable  Housing  Community: 

•  Wesley  Ridge  -  Lumberton 

Benevolent  Expenses  in  2006: 
.    Croasdaile  Village  $1,401,189 

•  Cypress  Glen  $  157,984 

•  Wesley  Pines         $  599,511 

UMRH  Auxiliary  provides  financial 
and  personal  support  to  Quail 
Haven  Village,  Wesley  Ridge  and 
the  other  communities  of  UMRH. 


ageism  and  the  belief  that  all  generations  should  be 
given  the  chance  to  express  concerns  about  their  stage 
of  life  with  equal  weight  and  power,  Gentzler  said. 

Declining  church  attendance,  in  light  of  the  myth 
that  older  adults  have  a  mature  Christian  faith,  points 
to  the  need  to  get  people  involved  in  care  giving  and 
religious  education,  he  said.  Only  42  percent  of  older 
adults  in  the  United  States  attend  religious  services  on 
a  regular  basis. 

In  other  action,  the  committee  approved  grants, 
prepared  for  a  symposium  and  worked  on  legislation 
for  the  2008  United  Methodist  General  Conference. 

The  Committee  on  Older  Adult  Ministries  provides 
a  forum  for  information  sharing,  cooperative  planning, 
and  joint  program  endeavors  in  collaboration  with 
participating  boards  and  agencies.  It  serves  as  an 
advocate  and  supports  ministries  by,  with  and  for  older 
adults  throughout  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
in  the  larger  society. 

*  Jeanette  Pinkston  is  director  of  media  relations  for  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Is  your  church  ageist? 

•  When  older  adult  ministry  is  planned  without 
the  involvement  of  older  adults,  that's  ageism. 

•  When  a  church  believes  that  the  only  way  it 
can  be  innovative  and  growing  is  to  have  older 
adults  step  aside,  that's  ageism. 

•  When  a  church  fails  to  make  its  facilities 
accessible,  that's  ageism. 

•  When  a  church  hires  staff  for  other  age-group 
ministries  or  provides  them  a  budget  but  ignores 
ministry  with  older  adults,  that's  ageism. 

•  When  church  leaders  regularly  ignore  issues  of 
aging  and  older  adult  concerns  in  their  sermons, 
hymn  selections,  and  prayers,  that's  ageism. 

•  When  church  leaders  focus  solely  on  young 
families  and  ignore  older  members  who  have 
supported  the  church  over  a  period  of  many 
years,  that's  ageism. 


Spiritual  growth  from  7 

spiritual  journey.  It  has  study  material  as  well 
as  resources  to  be  used  with  groups  in  various 
settings.  It  is  written  by  Henry  C.  Simmons  and 
Jane  Wilson. 

•  Forty-Sixty:  A  Study  For  Midlife  Adults 
Who  Want  To  Make  A  Difference  (BK233) 

This  book  by  Richard  Gentzler  and  Craig  Kennet 
Miller  identifies  major  issues  that  many  people 
face  as  they  move  into  midlife.  There  is  a  section 
on  pre-retirement.  Activities  and  step  by  step 
guidelines  for  a  group  study  are  included. 

•  Remembering  Your  Story:  Creating  Your 
Own  Spiritual  Autobiography  (BK327) 

Richard  L.  Morgan's  guidebook  for  people 
working  in  small  groups  in  a  process  of  reflecting 
on  individual  faith  stories  comes  with  a  leader's 
and  a  participant's  book. 

•  Senior  Spirituality:  Awakening  Your 

Spiritual  Potential  (BK338)  Harold  R.  Nelson 
book  offers  help  to  the  reader  in  developing  "inner 
resources  that  will  provide  power  and  courage 
to  face  and  walk  through  the  varied  passages 
of  life,  including  adversity,  loss,  grief  and  even 
transformation  through  death  and  afterlife." 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

May  6, 2007 

Text:  Revelation  1 9 
"Finding  Community" 

This  is  a  strange  chapter  in  a  strange 
book!  We  readers  might  zero  in  on 
almost  any  portion  of  it  and  find  enough 
on  which  to  chew  for  a  month. .  .even  a 
month  of  Sundays! 

A  loud  voice  (v.  1);  reference  to  a 
whore  (v.  2);  smoke  (v.  3);  twenty-four 
elders  and  four  living  creatures  (v.  4);a 
great  multitude  (v.  6);  marriage  of  the 
Lamb  (v.  7);  fine  linen  clothes  (v.  8); 
a  marriage  supper  (v.  9);  a  white  horse 
(v.  11);  a  robe  dipped  in  blood  (v.  13); 
a  sword  coming  out  of  the  mouth  (v. 
15);  flying  birds  (v.  17);  vultures  eating 
human  flesh  (v.  18);  a  lake  of  fire  (v. 
20) — uh,  just  which  image  did  you 
wish  to  pursue? 

These  verses  remind  me  of 
masterpiece  paintings.  Each  time  you 
come  back  to  such  a  work  of  art,  you 
see  something  new  and  different. 

The  meaning  and  insights  of  good 
art  cannot  be  exhausted  in  just  one 
exposure.  Some  kitsch  (even  with 
religious  themes)  tell  the  observer 
everything  to  be  told  in  one  quick 
glance. 

Not  so,  this  text!  (And  why  should 
we  be  surprised;  it  is  God's  revelation 
and  surely  God  has  more  to  say  that  I 
can  grasp  in  one  hearing!) 

Ponder  for  a  while  the  wedding  that 
is  described  in  Revelation  19:  If  the 
Bride  is  the  Church  (v.  7b-8)  and  the 
Bridegroom  is  Christ  himself  (v.  7), 
who  are  these  people  being  invited  to 
the  marriage  supper,  to  the  community 
celebration,  to  join  in  a  heavenly  feast 
(v.  9)?  Does  God  intend  to  invite  into 
the  community  those  we  have  labeled 
"non-believers"? 

Ponder  for  a  while  the  scene  that  is 
described  in  Revelation  19:  If  Christ 
is  the  "faithful  and  true"  who  rides  the 
victory  horse  (v.  11),  who  are  these  who 
now  are  judged  and  given  over  to  the 
birds  to  be  eaten  (v.  18)?  They  seem 
to  be  those  who  have  been  mighty  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  (v.  18).  Clearly, 
the  text  teaches  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
victor.  Who  has  lost? 

Ponder  for  a  while  the  worship  that 
is  described  in  Revelation  19:  If  the 
focus  of  the  worship  is  God  (w.  1,  4, 
5,7,  10),  what  does  that  imply  for  the 
way  we  worship  in  2007?  Do  we  judge 


our  worship  services  by  the  way  God  is 
praised  or  by  the  way  that  participants 
enjoy  the  service? 
Just  pondering. 

What  Some  Else  Has  Said: 

Arthur  Wainwright  (Mysterious 
Apocalypse,  Abingdon  Press)  wrote, 
"The  book  is  known  as  Revelation,  but 
much  of  it  remains  a  mystery." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "We  praise  You,  O 
God..." 

May  13,2007 

Text:  Revelation  21:1-8 
"The  Eternal  Home" 

This  study  falls  on  the  Festival  of 
the  Christian  Home,  what  we  more 
typically  call  "Mother's  Day."  It  is  a  day 
filled  with  memory. 

For  many  persons,  the  memories 
are  good  and  warm.  For  some  persons, 
the  memories  stir  pain  and  regret. 
Generations  reach  back  and  recall  the 
thread  of  maternal  influence  that  has 
moved  through  the  family  fabric. 

Yet,  this  text  celebrating  our  eternal 
home  does  not  do  much  looking 
back.  There  is  not  much  here  of 
memory!  New  heaven  (v.  1).  New  earth 
(v.  1).  New  Jerusalem  (v.  2).  All  things 
new  (v.  5). 

These  words  of  hope  and  change 
would  have  been  encouraging  to  those 
who  first  read  John's  account  of  his 
vision.  They  were  under  persecution 
and  desperately  wanted  to  know  if  that 
time  of  distress  would  end.  There  is  no 
fear  of  change  for  these  people;  they 
wanted  it!  "New"  would  sound  good 
to  them! 

"New"  can  be  unsettling.  Have  you 
ever  gone  to  meet  a  new  in-law?  Moved 
into  a  new  town?  Received  a  new 
pastor?  There  can  be  a  bit  of  unease 
even  if  we  think  we  want  the  change. 
It  is,  as  sociologists  say,  upsetting  the 
homeostasis.  And  that  is  what  God  has 
promised  to  do! 

In  some  way,  the  sacraments  of 
Baptism  and  Eucharist  give  us  a  chance 
to  get  a  sample  of  that  change,  that 
interruption  of  how  things  have  been 
and  the  delivery  of  something  new. 

In  Baptism,  a  new  member  is 
received  into  the  family  and  family-life 
is  never  really  the  same  again.  In  the 
Holy  Communion,  our  normal  flow  of 
relationships  is  expanded  and  we  feast 
with  folks  (both  seen  and  unseen)  with 
whom  we  do  not  ordinarily  eat. 

Heaven  is  not  business  as  usual.  But 


these  new  things  are  an  inheritance 
gift  for  those  who  conquer  (v.  7).  The 
word  translated  "conquer"  (NRSV), 
"overcometh"  (KJV),  "wins  the  victory" 
(TEV);  "conquerors"  (Message), 
"victors"  (Weymouth)  comes  from  a 
Greek  word  that  we  recognize:  nike. 
One  meaning  of  the  word  includes 
the  means  of  success,  the  means  of  the 
victory.  This  week's  study  text  makes  it 
clear  how  this  new  home  comes  to  us:  it 
is  given  (v.  6);  it  is  inherited  (v.  7).  Such 
is  the  nature  of  grace. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Jesus  Means  Freedom  (Fortress 
Press),  Ernst  Kasemann  writes,  "What 
is  eternal  life,  if  its  content  is  not  simply 
that  we  know  him  and  the  Father  who 
sent  him?  How  can  we  become  truly 
free  if  we  do  not  find  our  Lord  and 
regard  this  as  our  supreme  happiness? 
Dogmatic  convictions  can  never  be  a 
substitute  for  this." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "In  this  season  of 
memory,  O  God,  grant  us  a  glimpse  of 
newness..." 

May  20, 2007 

Text:  Revelation  2 1 :9-22:5 
"Living  in  Our  New  Home" 

Later  this  week,  it  will  have  been  six 
years  since  Toni  and  I  moved  into  our 
retirement  home  near  Bahama.  Moving 
out  here  into  the  country  has  meant 
learning  some  new  life  skills! 

Instead  of  rushing  a  trash  barrel  to 
the  curb  side,  I  make  a  weekly  jaunt 
to  the  county  dump.  Ever  so  often,  I 
crawl  under  the  house  and  add  salt  to 
the  water  treatment  system. 

Each  morning's  walk  up  a  four 
hundred  foot  driveway  routes  me  by 
twigs  and  limbs  that  have  to  be  picked 
up.  We  love  it  here,  but  it  is  not  like 
previous  homes. 

The  vision  that  John  has  of  our  new 
home  in  the  new  Jerusalem  is  certainly 
different  from  where  we  have  been 
living.  (I  wonder  if  it  will  take  some 
getting  used  to.) 

Even  though  the  symbols  are  rich 
(bowls  of  plagues — 21:9;  brilliant 
j  ewels — 2 1:11,  19;  numero  us  gates — 
21:13;  blazing  light — 21:23;  rivers  and 
trees — 22:1-2),  these  are  all  items  we 
can  imagine  because  they  are,  in  some 
measure,  part  of  human  vocabulary. 

We  may  not  have  seen  streets  paved 
with  gold,  but  we  have  seen  streets  and 
we  have  seen  gold,  so  we  can  picture  it. 
God's  revelation  to  us  in  these  verses 


is  in  images  that  can  form  in  our 
mind's  eye. 

Suppose  the  text  said  that  the 
new  city,  new  Jerusalem,  would  be 
"cbzio7d4."  We  would  say,  "Huh? 
What  is  a  'cbzio7d4'?"  Nothing  would 
shape  form  in  our  minds  because  we 
have  not  the  foggiest  notion  of  what 
"cbzio7d4"  means. 

Even  though  the  vision  God  gave 
John  in  this  week's  study  verses  seems 
radically  strange,  it  does  create  a  picture 
we  — albeit  stretched  to  do  so — can 
imagine.  God  reveals  to  us  in  ways 
we  can  grasp.  Otherwise,  revelation 
is  useless. 

All  of  this  to  say  that  the  remarkable 
scenes  depicted  in  these  last  chapters  of 
the  Book  of  Revelation  have  the  limits 
of  human  visualization  and  expression. 

If  our  new  home  is  this  glorious, 
this  welcoming,  this  stunning,  let  us 
be  assured  that  it  is  even  more  than 
that,  because,  as  Paul  says,  "Now  to 
him  who  by  the  power  at  work  within 
us  is  able  to  accomplish  abundantly  far 
more  than  all  we  can  ask  or  imagine, 
to  him  be  glory  in  the  church  and  in 
Christ  Jesus  to  all  generations,  forever 
and  ever.  Amen"  (Ephesians  3:20-21). 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Last  Laugh  (Abingdon  Press),  Will 
Willimon  quotes  what  Colin  Morris 
penned  as  if  God  were  commenting: 
"I'm  not  too  keen  on  that  hymn  they're 
singing — 'Jerusalem>  my  happy  home.' 
It  purports  to  describe  the  delights 
of  heaven  in  such  terms  as  '...thy 
very  streets  are  paved  with  gold...' 
Christians  are  such  know-alls!  I  intend 
heaven  to  be  a  lovely  surprise  for  them, 
but  they  are  already  anticipating  it  as  a 
boring  old  extension  of  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Act." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  full  light 
and  love..." 

May  27, 2007 

Text:  Revelation  22:6-2 1 

"The  Ultimate  Happy  Ending" 

Pentecost  Sunday  this  year  comes  on 
the  heels  of  Aldersgate  Day.  (Aldersgate 
Day  recalls  the  gift  of  assurance  given 
John  Wesley  on  May  24,  1738,  when 
he  reported  that  his  heart  was  "strangely 
warmed"  at  what  was  probably  a 
Moravian  small  group  meeting  on 
Aldersgate  Street  in  London.) 

Pentecost  brings  to  mind  the  account 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 
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continued  from  page  1 3 

in  Acts  2  of  the  coming  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  those  verses,  it  is  clear  that 
God's  love  was  for  all  persons  because 
all  were  able  to  hear  the  message  in  a 
language  they  understood  (Acts  2:11). 
Do  you  think  that  story  has  a  happy 
ending?  Do  all  people  still  know  that 
God's  love  is  for  all  people? 

The  Aldersgate  experience  was  for 
John  Wesley  a  remarkable  touch  of 
grace  that  convinced  him  that  Christ 
has  died  for  him:  "an  assurance  was 
given  me  that  He  had  taken  away  my 
sins,  even  mine.,  and  saved  me  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death." 

Do  you  think  that  story  has  a  happy 
ending?  Do  individuals  still  recognize 
that  God's  love  is  for  them  personally? 

These  closing  verses  of  the  Book 
of  Revelation  celebrate  "the  ultimate 
happy  ending."  It  is  the  happiness  of 
an  invitation  to  anyone  who  is  thirsty 
(22:17). 

It  is  a  reminder  of  Christ's  promise 
to  come  and  claim  the  victory  (22:20) 
It  is  the  "amazing  grace"  truth  that  the 
water  of  life  is  a  gift  (22:17).  This  is  a 
happy  ending  indeed. 

But  do  you  read  verse  15?  Some  are 
on  the  outside.  But  do  you  read  verse 
18?  There  are  plagues  for  those  who 
insist  there  is  more  to  it  than  simply 
being  loved  by  God. 

But  do  you  read  verse  19?  There  are 
those  who  lose  a  share  in  the  tree  of  life 
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and  in  the  holy  city  if  they  take  away 
what  God  is  trying  to  give  to  all. 

Bottom  line:  accept  the  generous 
gift  of  God's  grace.  Bottom  line: 
acknowledge  that  God's  gracious 
tomorrow  is  available  to  all  who  thirst. 
Bottom  line:  God  is  still  in  charge. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Geoffrey  Wainwright  {Eucharist  and 
Eschatology,  Oxford  Press)  has  written, 
"Christ's  coming  at  the  Eucharist  is  a 
projection  in  the  temporal  sense  that 
it  is  a  'throwing  forward'  of  Christ's 
final  advent  into  the  present.  What  is 
part  of  the  final  purpose  of  the  eternal 
God... is,  (in  the  Eucharist)  by  divine 
initiative,  thrown  forward  into  (our) 
present  experience." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Maranatha!  Come,  Lord! 
Your  promised  presence  we  claim  even 
now  and  You  pull  us  toward  an  even 
better  day  to  be.  Help  us  now  to  share 
news  of  this  gift..." 


Gabrielle  Lindsay  Amodei, 
daughter  of  Andrew  (Burling- 
ton: Shady  Grove)  &  Rachel 
Amodei  was  born  February  21 . 

James  Thomas  Helms,  son  of 
Jay  (Burlington:  Bethel-Snow 
Camp)  &  Carla  Helms,  was  born 
on  March  12. 
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Cokesbury 
Celebration 
Days! 

Visit  your  local 
Cokesbury  Christian  Store 


Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 
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ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 
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Celebration 
for  church 
members9 
centennial 
birthdays 

For  congregations  with  church 
members  who  will  be  celebrating 
the  100th  anniversary  of  their  birth, 
Bishop  Gwinn  would  like  to  join  in  the 
acknowledgement  and  celebration. 

Please  notify  the  Bishop's  office  within 
30  days  of  the  event,  and  a  letter  will  be 
prepared  for  the  church  member. 

Send  the  name  of  the  individual, 
date  of  their  birthday,  address  where 
the  letter  should  be  sent,  and  the  names 
of  the  local  church  and  pastor  to  the 
Bishop's  secretary:  Sandy  Smith,  1307 
Glenwood  Ave.,  Raleigh,  NC  27605  or 
smsmith@nccumc.org. 


IFIEDS 


FULL   TIME   MINISTER   OF  MUSIC 

position  in  a  dynamic  United 
Methodist  church  in  historical  Oxford, 
NC.  Duties  include  serving  on  the 
leadership  team,  planning  music 
program  with  pastor,  serving  as  organist 
and  choir  director,  implementation  and 
oversight  of  program  using  a  variety 
of  musical  styles  from  classical  to 
contemporary.  The  program  currently 
includes  chancel  choir,  handbells,  and 
children  and  youth.  Resume  to  Minister 
of  Music  position;  PO  Box  757;  Oxford, 
N.C.  27565. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.  Tommy  and  JeanTunstall,  5273 
Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  91 9-934- 
4401  orjeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  erf.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min.  NP/ 
NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 

TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

information  on  display  advertising  rates, 
contact  Lee  Anne  Thornton  at:  800-849- 
4433  or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 


n  conference 

Calendar 

April  2007 

1       Palm  Sunday 
8       Easter  Sunday 

18  Extended  Cabinet 

19  Appointive  Cabinet 
MERCI  Board 

22     Native  American  Ministry 
Sunday  (special  offering 
mandated  by  General 
Conference) 

22  Conference  Youth  Rally 
Day;  NC  Wesleyan  College; 
Rocky  Mount 

23  Gathering  of  Order  of  the 
Elders;  Nashville  UMC, 
Nashville,  NC;  9am-3pm 

23-  26  SEJ  Clergywomen's  2007 

Consultation,  "Somebody's 
Calling  My  Name"Epworth 
by  the  Sea,  St.  Simon's,  GA 

24-  26  Academy  on  Christian 

Witness;  Camp  Rockfish 

27-28  For  Such  a  Time  as  This; 
Conference  Children's 
Ministry  Resource  Event; 
Centenary  UMC;  New  Bern 

28      UMW  Racial  Justice 

Workshop;  9:30am-  2pm; 
First  UMC;  Rocky  Mount 


May  2007 


10 


13 


Luncheon  for  New  Retirees; 
St.  Luke  UMC;  Goldsboro 

"Aging  a  Spiritual  Journey, 
Living  Faithfully  in  the 
Fourth  Quarter  of  Life"a  Day 
Apart  for  Older  Adults, 
9am  -  4pm,  Garner  UMC 

CEF  {Christian  Educators 
Fellowship);  Methodist 
Building;  Raleigh; 
1 2:30pm  -  2:30pm 

Mother's  Day  Special 
Offering  for  UM 
Retirement  Homes 


16  Extended  Cabinet 

1 7-  25  Licensed  Local  Pastors 

Studies  School  (LLPSS); 
NC  Wesleyan  College, 
Rocky  Mount 

1 7  Appointive  Cabinet 

18-  19  Conference  Spiritual 

Enrichment  Retreat;  1  pm 
Friday-4pm  Saturday;  Jarvis 
Memorial  UMC,  Greenville 

19-  20  RM  District  Basic  Lay 

Speaking  Course;  Mount 
Zion  UMC;  Elm  City 

21      NC  &  WNC  Cabinets  meet 
with  The  Duke  Endowment; 
Duke  University 


Thursday,  Friday, 

and  Saturday, 
April  26-28,  2007 

Save  on  books,  Bibles,  gifts, 
I A  I      greeting  cards, 
yl      recorded  music, 
and  more!* 

Refreshments  served 


April  2007 
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Cherry  Point  UMC  - 
Building  Generational  Bridges 

Recently,  the  children  and  youth  at  Cherry  Point  UMC  in  Havelock 
hosted  a  Senior  Citizens  Valentine's  Luncheon.  Guests  were  treated 
to  entertainment  by  the  local  high  school  Jazz  Ensemble  as  well  as 
a  lunch  served  by  the  youngest  members  of  the  church.  Handmade 
Valentine's  and  boxed  chocolates  were  given  to  each  guest  by  the 
children  and  youth.  Pictured  are  Sandy  Chambers  and  her  host  for 
the  event,  kindergarten  student  Jacob  Knight. 


Graham:  First  UMC  - 
Celebrating  gifts  of  deaconesses 

Frances  Heath,  dressed  in  the  attire  worn  by  the 
first  Methodist  deaconesses  in  1 888,  participated 
in  a  special  program  for  Circle  #3  at  First  UMC 
in  Graham, 
NC.  Emphasis 
was  given  to 
the    gifts  of 
deaconesses 
in  the  ministry 
of  the  United 
Methodist 
Church. 


New  Hope  UMC: 
Organist  honored 

Ann  S.  Butt  was  honored  at  New  Hope  UMC 
in  Hertford,  NC  on  March  4  for  more  than  50 
consecutive  years  of  service  and  dedication  to  the 
church  as  the  church  organist,  pianist  and  church 
treasurer.  Carolyn  D.  Darnell  presented  her  with  a 
plaque  on  behalf  of  the  church  in  gratitude  for  her 
humility  and  profound  commitment  to  God. 


Garner  UMC  -  Holy  Land  Tour 

Several  members  and  friends  of  Garner  UMC  were  inspired  by  a  recent  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land,  including  Jordan  and  Israel,  on  January  30  -  February  9.  The  tour  was  led 
by  the  Rev.  Jack  Benfield,  pastor  emeritus  at  the  church. 


Camp  Ground  UMC  -  1 00th  Birthday  of  member 

Camp  Ground  UMC  celebrated  the  1 00th  birthday  of  Mr.  John  Cleland  Reese  during 
the  1 1am  worship  service  on  March  4.  In  attendance  were  Mr.  Reese's  wife  of  82  years, 
Bea  and  all  of  their  children,  grandchildren  and  great  grandchildren.  Pictured  (L-R) 
Rev.  David  Wade,  Bea  Reese,  John  Reese  and  Rev.  David  Malcolm. 


Elizabeth  City:  First  UMC  -  Children's  ministry  expanding 

Kelli  Alexander  (not  pictured)  delivers  the  children's  message  to  Pastor  Mike  Frese  and  some  of 
the  children  of  the  church.  With  an  emphasis  on  increasing  ministry  to  children,  First  UMC  now 
has  over  40  children  in  its  Children  and  Cherub  Choirs. 


Sunrise  UMC  -  Stephen  Ministers  commissioned 

Sunrise  UMC  in  Holly  Springs  (Raleigh  District)  commissioned  its  first 
Stephen  Ministers  on  February  18.  Stephen  Ministries  is  a  Christian  train- 
ing organization  based  in  St.  Louis  that  has  been  providing  congregations 
with  training  and  resources  for  Christian  care  giving  for  30  years. 
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Bishop  Ward  gives  Sanford 
District  Lay  Rally  message 


Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference  joined  over  700 
persons  at  St.  Luke  UMC  in  Sanford  on 
Feb.  1 8  for  the  Sanford  District  Rally. 

Sanford  district  lay  leader,  Ted 
Thomas  led  the  worship  celebration 
with  the  assistance  of  laypersons,  pastors, 


Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward 


choirs,  and  musicians  representing  a 
majority  of  the  district  churches. 

Bishop  Ward's  message  incorporated 
the  many  ways  the  Sanford  district  has 
been  in  ministry  in  Mississippi  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005. 

The  district  cook  trailer,  organized 
by  the  district  United  Methodist  Men 
and  funded  by  churches  and  lay  groups, 
prepared  over  100,000  meals  during  ten 
weeks  of  operation. 

Several  workteams  from  the  district 
have  traveled  to  and  worked  in 
Mississippi  helping  with  rebuilding. 
One  particular  project  was  the 
rebuilding  of  a  church  from  slab  to 
completion  in  eight  days.  Organized 
by  Goldston  UMC,  over  90  volunteers 
from  30  churches  joined  in  this  round- 
the-clock  project. 

The  Rally  included  recognition  of 
individuals  in  ministry  and  mission- 
youth,  children,  UMW,  UMM  -  special 
music,  and  the  commissioning  of  lay 
leaders  and  lay  speakers  for  2007. 


Wanchese:  Bethany  UMC  -  Safe  Sanctuaries  project 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  of  Wanchese  complies  with  Safe  Sanctuary 
guidelines  with  new  door  windows  installed  by  carpenter  John  Utzfree  of  charge.  In 
the  picture  (L-R)  Pastor  Bill  Cottingham,  carpenter  John  Utz,  Chair  of  Trustees  Steve 
Basnight,  and  Lay  Leader  Nancy  Gray.  Photo  by  Adam  Watts. 


Audio  Visual  Designs  prepared  for  today** 
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Students  work  through  an  assignment  during  the  Lay  Speaking  training. 

41  participate  in  the  3rd 
Youth  Lay  Speaking  course 


Seven  districts  were  represented  by  4 1 
youth  in  grades  6-12  who  participated 
in  the  third  Youth  Lay  Speaking 
course  offered  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference.  Youth  participated  in  the 
all-day  experience  in  February. 

Youth  received  the  same  quality  of 
training  offered  in  Adult  Lay  Speaking, 
said  Linda  Harris,  conference  director 
of  Lay  Speaking  and  instructor  for  the 
youth  course. 

"Youth  Lay  Speaking  is  about  helping 
our  youth  find  their  place  in  the  narrative 
of  the  Bible.  These  youth  have  been 
called  by  God  and  recognized  by  their 
pastor  as  having  both  the  gift  and  calling 
to  serve  at  a  deeper  level  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church,"  said  Harris. 

"My  goal  in  Lay  Speaking  ministry 
is  to  try  and  help  youth  and  adults 
recognize  where  God  is  calling  them. 
We  all  have  different  gifts  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  body  of  Christ  but 
there  are  many  persons  still  trying 
to  figure  out  where  they  fit  into  this 
tapestry  of  ministry.  God  has  called 
each  of  us  and  has  uniquely  created  us 


to  fulfill  His  purpose." 

In  addition  to  adult  Lay  Speaking 
materials,  Discipleship  Resources  also 
publishes  materials  for  Youth  Lay 
Speaking  training. 

When  asked  about  the  commitment 
of  students  taking  the  training,  Harris 
said  she  is  amazed  — — 
at  the  depth  of  the  "GodhQS 
spirituality  of  the  called  each 
young  people.  offjS  and 

"We  say  youth  hdS  Utliquely 
are  the  church  of  Created  US 
tomorrow  but,  to  me,  *q  fulfill  HlS 
these  young  people  purpose!' 
coming     into  Lay 

c    ,  •  -Linda Harris 

bpeaking  training 

exemplify  the  grace  and  excellence  that 
prove  they  are  indeed  the  church  of 
today,"  she  said. 

For  information  on  future  Youth 
Lay  Speaking  training,  e-mail  Linda 
Harris  at  leeharris@nccumc.org  or  Sue 
Ellen  Nicholson,  conference  director 
of  children,  youth,  and  young  adult 
ministries  at  senicholson@nccumc.org 
or  call  either  at  1-800-849-4433. 


Safley  appointed  to  steering 
committee  for  UMHEF 
Leadership  Scholars  Initiative 


Dr.  Mike  Safley,  vice  president  of 
University  Relations  at  Methodist 
University  in  Fayetteville,  was  appointed 
to  serve  on  a  steering  committee  of  the 
United  Methodist  Higher 
Education  Foundation. 

The  steering  committee 
will  provide  policy  guidance 
and  accountability  for  the 
UM  Leadership  Scholars 
initiative,  established  by 
the  Higher  Education 
Foundation,  to  make 
scholarships  available  for 
United  Methodist  students.  Dr.  M  i  ke 


"I'm  excited  about  the  availability 
of  scholarships  for  United  Methodist 
students,"  said  Safley.  "By  providing 
these  scholarships,  we  hope  to  increase 
the  number  of  United 
Methodist  students 
attending  institutions  of 
higher  learning." 

In  addition  to  Safley, 
committee  members 
include  bishops,  pastors, 
college/church  liaison 
officers,  college/church 
vocation  officers,  and 
Safley  college  admissions  officers. 
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Local  church  Bible  study,  self- 
assessment  part  of  Healthy 
Congregations  materials 


Effective  clergy  assessment 
materials  presented  in  2006 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

Materials  for  local  churches  to  use  in 
a  self-assessment  of  the  congregation's 
health  will  be  introduced  during 
the  2007  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  in  Greenville  June  13-16. 

The  presentation  will  come  from 
a  task  force  of  clergy  and  lay  persons 
appointed  by  Bishop  Al  Gwinn.  The 
Healthy  Congregation  materials  are 
a  companion  to  the  Effective  Clergy 


Assessment  materials  presented  during 
the  2006  conference. 

Bishop  Gwinn,  over  the  past  three 
years,  has  talked  in  gatherings  about  the 
Biblical  and  theological  call  to  excellence 
in  ministry.  He  has  said  Healthy 
Congregations  and  Effective  Clergy  and 
Lay  leadership  are  needed  for  churches 
to  have  excellence  in  ministry. 

Included  in  the  Healthy  Congregation 
materials  will  be:  1)  an  overview,  2)  a 
Bible  Study  to  precede  the  local  church 
assessment,  3)  an  assessment  document 

See  "Healthy" page  5 


TheTask  Force  on  Healthy  Congregations  has  worked  for  the  past  year  to  develop  the 
local  church  materials.  In  a  meeting  of  the  full  group,  Emily  Innes  (center),  conference 
lay  leader  and  task  force  chair,  defines  an  idea  being  discussed.  Also  shown  are  (L-R) 
Patty  Stricklin,  Melba  McCallum,  Carlin  Johnson  (standing),  Innes,  Carol  Goehring, 
and  Ted  Thomas.  Other  members  are  out  of  view.  (Photo  by  Bill  Norton) 
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Developing  congregations 

Solid  Rock  UMC  charters 
with  330  members 

Solid  Rock  United  Methodist  Church,  located  in  Olivia  which  is  in  Western 
Harnett  County,  became  a  chartered  congregation  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  with  330  members  during  Sunday  services  on  March  25. 

When  District  Superintendent  Carol  Goehring 
called  for  the  congregation's  official  chartering, 
323  people  presented  themselves.  Before  Bishop 
Al  Gwinn  constituted  the  church,  seven  more 
individuals  stepped  forward  asking  to  be  baptized 
and  become  charter  members.  The  seven  were 
baptized  and  Solid  Rock  constituted  with  330 
charter  members. 

Site  plans  shared  during  the  chartering  call  for 
a  16-acre  campus  with  a  community  center  and 
youth  complex  with  an  emphasis  on  outreach  to 
the  unchurched.  The  church  campus  will  eventually 

include  a  1,000  seat  auditorium,  a  human  resources  building,  full  service 
kitchen,  food  distribution  center  for  the  hungry,  and  multiple  buildings 
oriented  to  youth  activities.  The  auditorium  will  double  as  a  disaster  relief 
shelter.  Included  in  the  vision  for  the  youth  activities  are  an  indoor  skateboard 
park,  swimming  pool,  bowling  lanes,  scouting  center  and  teen  night  club. 

"I  grew  up  in  a  small  church  and  big  to  me  is  hundreds  of  people"  said 
Solid  Rock  Pastor  Gil  Wise.  "Big  for  God  is  tens  of  thousands  of  people,  and 
that  is  the  open  door  that  God  has  placed  at  Solid  Rock." 

During  the  past  year,  over  30  individuals  were  baptized,  a  UM  Men's  group 
was  chartered  with  60  members,  four  scout  troops  chartered,  numerous  Bible 
Study  groups  began,  over  300  children  enrolled  in  children's  programs,  over 
1 000  youth  were  involved  in  area  ministries,  and  the  prison  ministry  doubled 
its  size  reaching  over  180  inmates  in  eight  prisons,  Wise  said. 

Solid  Rock  averages  200  in  two  Sunday  worship  services.  It  has  become  a 
teaching  congregation  for  many  other  congregations  and  shares  regularly  its 
"know  how."  For  more  information  contact  the  church  at  919-498-2139  or 
visit  its  web  site  at  www.solidrockumc.org. 


Rev.  Gil  Wise  (right) 
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Greater  Heights  UMC  holds 
first  pre-launch  service 

Greater  Heights  UMC  in  Clayton  held  its  first 
pre-launch  worship  service  on  Sunday,  April  1  at 
Clayton  High  School.  There  were  125  adults  and 
28  children  in  attendance,  the  Rev.  Matt  Evans, 
founding  pastor,  said. 

"The  amazing  thing  about  these  figures  is  that 
there  was  no  advertising,  just  word  of  mouth," 
said  Dr.  Steve  Compton,  conference  director  of 
congregational  development. 

The  pre-launch  service  allows  the  new  congregation 
time  to  get  "messy  and  make  mistakes,"  a  time  to 
taste  and  see  before  the  congregation  officially 

launches  in  October,  Evans  said.  The  pre-launch  services  will  be  conducted 
the  1st  Sunday  of  each  month  until  the  official  launch  later  this  year. 


Rev.  Matt  Evans  (right) 
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Church's  black  caucus  observes  40th  anniversary 


(UMNS)  -  United  Methodism's 
African-American  caucus  celebrated 
four  decades  of  advocacy  for  racial 
justice  and  inclusion  by  challenging 
itself  to  develop  ministries  that  make  a 
difference  in  people's  lives. 

"Our  full  understanding  of  the  past 
leads  to  our  expectations  of  the  future, 
which  ultimately  gives  us  marching 
orders  for  the  present,"  said  Erin 
Hawkins,  a  staff  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

Hawkins  challenged  caucus  members 
to  demonstrate  integrity  in  honoring 
commitments  and  stay  authentic  to 
their  cultural  identity  and  values. 

More  than  500  people  attending 
the  March  21-23  meeting  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  heard 


speakers  recount  the  genesis  and  growth 
of  the  nearly  5,000-member  caucus  and 
list  its  challenges  and  possibilities  for 
the  future. 

The  mission  of  the  caucus  is  to 
develop  prophetic  and  spiritual  leaders 
to  advocate  for  the  unique  needs  of 
black  people  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  society.  Advocacy  and 
empowerment  were  the  focus  of  the 
40th  anniversary  event. 

"My  hope  is  that  BMCR  will  be  as 
faithful  in  calling  this  church  to  renewal 
and  justice  in  the  future  as  it  has  been 
over  the  past  40  years,"  said  Bishop 
Woodie  White,  bishop-in-residence 
and  instructor  at  Emory  University's 
Candler  School  of  Theology. 

The  caucus  approved  several 
resolutions    for    the    2008  General 


Conference,  calling  for  continued 
support  for  the  Black  College  Fund, 
Africa  University  and  the  African 
American  Methodist  Heritage  Center, 
located  at  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History 
in  Madison,  N.J.,  and  Strengthening 
the  Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century. 

"The  reason  we  still  struggle  on  so 
many  levels  and  things  don't  work  is 
because  we  are  lacking  in  authenticity 


By  Lib  Campbell  * 

What  could  be  more  inviting  than 
a  week  at  the  coast  of  North  Carolina 
in  early  October?  Perhaps  an  invitation 
to  the  coast  to  join  a  group  of  fellow 
travelers  on  a  journey  to  Christ  in  The 
Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation. 

Yes,  the  weather  is  ideal,  there  are 
chairs  on  the  beach  and  shelling  during 
free  times,  accompanied  by  personal 
conversations  during  covenant  group 
meetings,  but  the  best  part  is  the 
nationally  known  spiritual  leaders  who 
teach  each  day  engage  each  person  in 
contemplation  and  holy  conversation. 

The  rhythm  of  days  lived  in  worship, 
Eucharist,  instruction,  community  and 
silence  create  a  holy  time  and  space  are 
unlike  most  experiences. 

Co-sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room 
and  The  North  Carolina  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
welcomes  those  from  all  Christian 
denominations  who  long  for  a  deeper 
relationship  with  God. 

The  Academy  will  be  held  October 
14-19  at  the  beautiful  Trinity  Center  in 
Salter  Path. 

Featured   faculty  will   be   Dr.  E. 


and  integrity,"  Hawkins  said.  "There  is 
power  in  acknowledging  that  we  are,  in 
many  ways,  our  own  problem  and  we 
can  be  the  solution." 

Hawkins  urged  members  to  embrace 
and  interpret  to  younger  generations 
the  whole  story  of  their  past  -  from 
struggle  and  solidarity,  to  survival  and 
salvation  by  the  grace  of  God  -  and  then 
to  use  the  best  parts  of  that  heritage  as 
motivation  to  forge  a  positive  future. 


Glenn  Hinson,  author  of  27  books 
and  professor  to  thousands  of  pastors, 
and  Sister  Mary  Margaret  Pazdan, 
a  renowned  teacher  of  adults  and 
seminarians.  Hinson  will  deliver 
five  lectures  on  The  Contemplative 
Lifestyle,  while  Pazdan  will  discuss  The 
Spirituality  of  the  New  Testament. 

There  is  space  for  44  persons  to  join 
the  2007  Academy.  Nearly  half  the 
spaces  for  this  year  are  already  reserved. 
Both  clergy  and  lay  people  will  benefit 
from  this  unique  experience.  Couples 
are  welcomed,  and  continuing 
education  credits  are  available. 

At  any  step  on  the  journey  of  faith, 
an  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 
experience  will  move  participants  closer 
to  Christ,  and  closer  to  a  community  of 
other  sojourners  who  are  intentionally 
acting  to  know  and  love  God  with 
heart,  soul  and  mind. 

To  receive  a  brochure,  get  more 
information  or  register  contact  Robin 
Harry  at  the  conference  office,  919- 
832-9560,  ext.  252,  or  email  her  at 
rharry@nccumc.org. 

*  The  Rev.  Lib  Campbell  is  retreat 
leader  for  the  NC  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Formation. 


VOCATE 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 
Advocate  (USPS:  0392-560)  (ISSN: 
0029-2435)  is  published  monthly  by 
NC  Conference  Communications,  1307 
Glenwood  Avenue,  Raleigh,  NC  27605,  (919) 
832-9560,  E-Mail:  bnorton@nccumc.org. 
Periodical  postage  paid  in  Raleigh,  NC  and 
additional  mailing  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to 
NCCC  Advocate,  PO  Box  10955,  Raleigh, 
NC  27605. 

Subscription  Rates:  Individual  Subscriptions: 
$15  per  year.  Administrative  board  plan  (at 
least  10  subscriptions  submitted  and  paid 
as  a  group,  submitted  together):  $12. 

Advocate  Staff:  Bill  Norton,  Editor; 
LeeAnneThornton;  Linda  Smith 


Advertising  Rates:  Available  at  www. 
nccumc.org/publications  or  call 
Communications  at  1-800-849-4433. 

Letters  to  the  editor  are  welcome:  Items 
selected  for  publication  are  subject  to 
editing.  Length  not  to  exceed  250  words. 

Local  churches  and  conference  agencies 
may  submit  items  for  publication.  The 
deadline  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month 
before  publication. 

All  articles  and  photos  subject  to  editing. 
Photographs  or  art  should  be  submitted 
at  300dpi  or  higher  in  JPG  or  TIF  formats. 

Contact:  bnorton@nccumc.org  or  (919) 
832-9560  with  any  questions. 


Spiritual  formation 
academy  offers  deeper 
relationship  with  God 


Rev.  Robert  &  Annie  Fairley  (Maxton  Circuit)  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  in  Cleveland,  Ohio  in  March.  Wendy  Smith  (pictured 
center),  a  youth  from  the  Maxton  Circuit  was  invited  to  BMCR  after  attending  "Youth 
Harambee"(Swahili  for"coming  together")  last  summer  in  Arkansas. The  youth  event 
focused  on  various  areas  of  leadership  with  a  theme  of  "Wha'  cha'  gone'  do?  lead 
or  follow?"  based  on  Judges  4:8.  Wendy  was  soloist  for  the  Harambee  presentation 
at  BMCR  in  Cleveland.  Also  in  attendance  at  BMCR  from  the  NC  Conference  (not 
pictured)  were  Lawrence  Johnson,  Jimmy  Cummings,  and  LaNella  Smith. 
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NC  Wesleyan  president 
responds  to  UNC  study 


Following  is  a  statement  by  NC 
Wesleyan  College  President  Ian  Newbould 
in  response  to  a  study  conducted  by  the 
UNC  System  to  determine  if  Wesleyan 
should  become  the  17th  member  of  the 
UNC  System.  Chancellor  James  Leutze, 
UNC-Wilmington  head,  chaired  the 
study  commission.  The  statement  was  first 
posted  on  the  NCWC  web  site  in  early 
April  and  modified  for  use  in  the  college 
magazine. 

NC  Wesleyan  response  to  the 

Leutze  Commission  Report 

For  the  past  several  months,  North 
Carolina  Wesleyan  College  has  been 
involved  with  the  study  to  determine  if 
a  UNC  campus  should  be  established 
in  Rocky  Mount.  Chancellor  Leutze's 
Report,  made  public  earlier  this  week, 
has  concluded  that  several  issues  prompt 
the  Commission  to  recommend  against 
that  possibility. 

The  Report  concludes  that  the  cost 
of  establishing  a  UNC  campus  could 
not  be  justified  when  measured  against 
what  the  Commission  regards  as  an 
insufficient  number  of  qualified  high 
school  graduates  in  the  region. 

Moreover,  the  Commission 
determined  that  the  recently- 
announced  eighteen  month  study  to 
determine  how  the  UNC  System  could 
accommodate  future  growth,  and  what 
delivery  models  and  locations  might  be 
required,  should  be  completed  before 


any  recommendations  could  be  made. 

Throughout  all  of  this,  Wesleyan  has 
been  prepared,  and  remains  prepared, 
to  continue  to  do  what  it  has  done 
during  its  first  50  years — to  serve  the 
educational  needs  and  aspirations  of 
Eastern  North  Carolina.  Wesleyan  is 
in  a  stronger  position  than  it  ever  has 
been,  and  our  plans  for  growth  and 
development  continue. 

•  Applications  for  admission  are 
25  percent  higher  than  last  year. 

•  This  summer  we  plan  to  break  ground 
on  a  major  library  expansion  that 
will  double  the  size  of  the  Elizabeth 
Braswell  Pearsall  Library. 

•  An  agreement  with  the  Hyvinkaa- 
Riihimaki  Educational  Region  of 
Finland  should  see  our  international 
student  population  grow  beyond 
our  current  complement  of  students 
from  over  one  dozen  countries. 

•  The  recent  appointments  of  Mr. 
Malcolm  Woodall,  Vice  President 
of  Development,  and  of  Dr.  John 
Thornell,  Vice  President  of  Academic. 
Affairs  and  Dean  of  the  College, 
set  the  stage  for  our  next  phase  of 
economic  and  academic  growth. 
The  College  enters  its  second  half 

century  with  optimism  and  opportunity. 
We  are  proud  of  what  North  Carolina 
Wesleyan  College  has  achieved,  and  we 
look  forward  to  continued  service  to 
the  citizens  of  Eastern  North  Carolina 
and  beyond. 


Bennett  College  selects 
Malveaux  as  new  president 


Julianne  Malveaux,  an  economist 
and  author,  has  been  named  the 
15th  president  at  Bennett  College  in 
Greensboro.  Malveaux  will  replace 
Johnetta  Cole  on  June  1 . 

Cole  became  president  of  the 
historically  black  school  in  2002. 
Cole  leaves  with  the  college  on  a  firm 
financial  footing. 

Malveaux  earned  a  doctorate  in 
economics   from   the  Massachusetts 


Institute  of  Technology  and  bachelor's 
and  masters  degrees  from  Boston 
College.  A  syndicated  columnist,  her 
works  appear  regularly  in  USA  Today. 
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J.  Michael  Clyburn  named  26th 
Louisburg  College  president 


By  Jade  Biggio  * 

Dr.  J.  Michael  Clyburn 

will  be  installed  as  Louisburg  M 

mm 

College's  26th  president,  the  p 
Board  ofTrustees  announced 
on    March    21.  Trustee 
Chair  John  Cameron  said      J-  Michael 
Clyburn's  experience  in  the 
various  facets  of  higher  education  made 
him  an  ideal  candidate. 

"The  board  has  a  lot  of  confidence 
in  his  abilities,  stemming  from  his 
multidimensional  experience  and 
knowledge  of  private  church-related 
colleges  and  universities,"  Cameron  said. 
"He  has  a  realistic  understanding  of  the 
financial  work  that  the  college  must  do, 
and  has  been  a  major  player  in  fundraising 
activities.  His  time  in  the  classroom 
provides  him  with  an  inside  perspective 
on  the.. .student-professor  relationship." 

Clyburn  comes  to  Louisburg  from 
his  current  position  as  vice  president  for 
academic  affairs  at  Lincoln  Memorial 
Univ.  in  Tennessee.  During  his  career  in 
higher  education,  he  has  also  served  as 
provost,  dean  of  the  school  of  arts  and 
sciences,  dean  of  student  development, 
division  chair,  and  faculty  member. 

He  holds  a  doctorate  in  education  from 


Clyburn 


the  University  of  Tennessee, 
where  he  completed  his 
dissertation  titled  "An 
Investigation  of  Institutional 
Research  in  Small,  Private 
Colleges  in  the  Southeastern 
United  States."  Clyburn  also 
holds  an  MA.  in  sociology 
from  Middle  Tennessee  State 
University,  and  a  B.A.  in  religion  from 
Trevecca  Nazarene  College. 

Clyburn  is  married  to  Dr.  Sheila 
Clyburn,  director  of  assessment  and 
associate  professor  of  education  at 
Lincoln  Memorial  University.  The 
couple  have  two  daughters.  One 
daughter  is  a  second  grade  teacher  in 
Michigan,  the  other,  a  faculty  member 
at  the  University  of  Kentucky. 

"Clyburn  believes  in  the  mission  of 
Louisburg  College,"  Cameron  said. 
"He  will  be  a  sterling  representative 
of  the  college  in  all  avenues  of  his 
presidency." 

Clyburn  will  take  office  in  the  summer 
of  2007,  when  current  Louisburg 
College  President  Dr.  Reginald  W. 
Ponder  retires. 

*Jade  Biggio  is  director  of  publications  and 
media  relations  at  Louisburg  College. 
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'...the  simplicity  and  purity 
that  is  toward  Christ" 

To  the  Editor: 

Before  the  great  merger  in  1939,  when  the  old  Southern  Methodist  Church  lost 
its  identity,  the  Sunday  School  literature  was  sound  and  contributed  much  to  the 
spiritual  growth  of  Methodist  people.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  at  work  in  and  through 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  as  well  as  through  the  beauty  of  the 
language  of  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Holy  Bible.  That  seemed  obvious  to  all. 

But  it  was  not  until  somewhere  around  1970  that  changes  in  the  United 
Methodist  preaching  and  teaching  became  apparent.  This  was  particularly  true  in 
the  so-called  "theological  columns"  which  appeared  off  and  on  in  United  Methodist 
publications. 

Before  the  NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate  considers  reinstating  these  theological 
columns,  we  should  do  well  to  remember  these  words  in  the  scripture:  "But  I  fear, 
lest  by  any  means,  as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve,  your  minds  should  be  corrupted 
from  the  simplicity  and  the  purity  that  is  toward  Christ.  For  if  he  that  cometh 
preacheth  another  Jesus,  whom  we  did  not  preach,  or  if  ye  receive  a  different  spirit, 
which  ye  did  not  receive,  or  a  different  gospel,  which  ye  did  not  accept,  ye  do  well 
to  bear  with  him."  (2  Corinthians  1 1:3-4,  KJV) 

The  readership  of  the  Christian  Advocate  has  borne  many  burdens  in  this  respect, 
but  we  bear  it  no  more.  The  often  bizarre,  controversial,  and  disturbing  theological 
columns  have  ceased.  Instead,  we  have  the  Adult  Bible  Studies,  which  are  the  pure 
word  of  God  -  God's  Truth! 

David  Lee  Musser,  Elm  City 


DISCIPLE  training  offered 
in  4  western  NC  locations 


Disciple  Bible  Outreach 
Ministries  is  offering  local  church 
DISCIPLE  Bible  Study  and  RINGS 
OF  FELLOWSHIP  training  in  four 
locations  during  May. 

The  training  is  free 
of  charge  to  lay  and 
clergy  persons  in  the  NC 
Conference  and  Western 
NC  Conference,  thanks 
to  a  grant  from  the  Duke 
Endowment.  Lunch  will 
be  provided  for  $5. 

The  May  locations 
are  in  the  Western  NC 
Conference.  Training  was  offered 
in  the  NC  Conference  in  February 
and  will  be  available  in  the  NC 
Conference  again  next  year. 

Training  will  be  held  from  8 : 3  0am- 
3pm.  Training  dates,  locations  and 
telephone  numbers  (for  directions) 
are:  May  5,  Providence  UMC  in 
Charlotte,  (704)  336-2823;  May  12, 


Christ  UMC  in  Greensboro,  (336) 
299-1571;  May  19,  First  UMC  in 
WaynesviUe,  (828)  456-9475;  and 
May  26,  Palmyra  UMC  in  Walnut 
Cove,  (336)  994-9744. 


Outre 


Register      for  the 
^    training  online  at:  www. 
\.  disciplebibleoutreach.org. 
During  the  training, 
participants  will  receive 
the     same  DISCIPLE 
training  offered  in  the 
Cokesbury  one-day 
training  events  and  will 
receive  a  CEU  from  the 
Publishing  House. 

In  addition,  participants  will 
receive  training  in  the  RINGS  OF 
FELLOWSHIP  youth  Bible  Study 
curriculum,  designed  for  middle 
school  and  senior  high  youth. 
Anyone  wanting  to  only  attend  the 
RINGS  training  can  attend  from 
11  am- 12  noon. 


Advocate  subscription  challenge  success     Fayetteville  district  lay  rally 

celebrated  mission,  ministry 


To  the  Editor: 

In  several  Advocates,  I  read  our  bishop's  challenge  to  increase  readership/ 
subscriptions  to  the  Advocate.  Forty  new  subscriptions  was  my  goal.  Only  a  handful 
of  people  in  our  church  of  950+  members  got  the  newspaper. 

I  was  led  to  issue  a  challenge  to  our  six  adult  Sunday  School  classes  -  the  class 
with  the  highest  percentage  of  subscriptions  at  the  end  of  the  Advocate  challenge 
would  win  a  nice  gift  card  from  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore. 

Well,  the  whole  church  won  because  we  ended  up  with  forty-six  (46)  new 
subscriptions. 

This  was  done  to  honor  the  memory  of  my  parents,  Frances  and  Wesley  Blake 
-  Trinity  UMC  members  and  the  memory  of  Peggy  Allen,  a  dear  friend  and  fellow 
member  at  Wake  Forest  UMC,  a  former  member  of  the  board  for  the  (North 
Carolina  Christian)  Advocate  and  our  Advocate  spokesperson  over  the  years. 

Mr.  Macon  Becton  of  the  Becton  class  got  the  ball  rolling  60+  years  ago  subscribing. 
Hopefully  our  whole  church  will  be  informed  United  Methodists  also. 

Russell  Blake,  Wake  Forest  UMC 

Letters  to  the  Editor  Guidelines 


Letters  should  be  a  maximum  of  250 
words,  contain  the  writer's  name, 
address,  church,  and  phone  number, 
and  must  be  received  by  the  5th  of 
the  month  prior  to  publication.  Send 
submissions  electronically  in  MS  Word 
format  to  bnorton@nccumc.org. 


Letters  attacking  individuals  or  groups 
or  containing  offensive  language, 
violating  privacy,  affecting 
appointability,  or  infringing  on 
confidentiality  will  not  be  published. 
The  Editor  reserves  the  right  to 
determine  if  a  letter  will  be  published. 


By  Dr.  Alice  Smith  * 

The  Fayetteville  District  Lay  Rally 
was  held  Sunday,  March  11,  at  Hay 
Street  United  Methodist  Church.  Dr. 
John  Tyson,  pastor  of  Hay  Street  UMC 
welcomed  over  400  people  to  the  rally. 
The  Rev.  Carol  Goehring,  Fayetteville 
district  superintendent,  introduced  Dr. 
F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr.,  the  guest  speaker, 
who  entertained  the  gathering  with  his 
wit  and  eloquence. 

Music  was  provided  by  choirs  from 
Hay  Street  and  Harry  Hosier  UMCs. 
Ernest  Blough,  director  of  lay  speaking, 
presented  Lay  Speaker  pins  to  all  who 
had  completed  the  Basic  Course  class. 

The  Rev.  David  Harriss,  chairperson 
of  the  Circle  of  Resource  Mission  and 
Justice,  DCOM,  presented  scholarship 
awards  of  $750  each  to  the  following 
outstanding  high  school  seniors:  Rachel 


.  a  members 
"»*    -  and 
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Plummer,  Rachel  Malcolm,  Yohan 
Namkung  and  Olivia  Wolf. 

Colleen  Astrike,  representing  the 
Board  of  Laity,  presented  the  following 
awards  for  attendance:  large  church 
category  to  Solid  Rock  UMC;  middle 
church  category  to  Epworth  UMC;  and 
small  church  category  to  Halls  UMC. 

Dr.  Michael  Hale,  district  mission 
secretary,  presented  certificates  to  the 
Rainbow  Covenant  churches,  and  Dr. 
Alice  Smith,  district  lay  leader,  presented 
the  Outstanding  Lay  Ministry  Award 
to  Camp  Ground  UMC  for  the  "Christ 
for  Clowns"  ministry. 

In  her  closing  remarks,  Rev.  Goehring 
spoke  of  the  two  new  churches  to  be 
established  this  year:  a  Korean  church 
to  meet  at  Cornerstone  UMC  and 
a  new  church  to  be  located  on  King 
Road  in  southern  Cumberland  County. 
She  asked  that  each  congregation  in 
the  Fayetteville  District  take  a  special 
offering  for  these  new  churches. 

*  Dr.  Alice  Smith  is  Fayetteville  District 
Lay  Leader. 
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Charles  Wesley's 
legacy  explored 

(UMNS)  -  While  history  may  have 
cast  him  in  the  shadow  of  his  brother 
John,  it  was  Charles  Wesley  who  set 
Methodism  to  music  and  gave  the 
church  a  song  to  sing. 

The  writer  of  an  estimated  9,000 
poems,  Charles  Wesley's  works  and 
legacy  will  be  explored  during  his  300th 
birthday  celebration  July  20-22  in  Chevy 
Chase,  Md. 

Participants  will  sing  some  of  the 
Wesley-penned  hymns  and  explore  the 
character  and  faith  of  Wesley. 

Register  to  attend  the  event  no  later 
than  June  10  at  http://www.gcah.org. 


Healthy 


congregations 

continued  from  page  I 

to  help  the  congregation  identify  areas  of 
strength  and  areas  for  improvement,  and  4) 
a  ministry  action  plan  for  improvement. 

"We  felt  it  very  important  to  have 
a  Bible  Study  for  use  by  churches  for 
spiritual  understanding  and  grounding 
before  using  the  assessment  document," 
said  Emily  Innes,  conference  lay  leader 
and  chair  of  the  task  force. 

The  assessment  document  identifies 
a  healthy  church  as  one  that  "is 
centered  in  Christ  and  shows  evidence 
of  making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ, 
practicing  focused  spiritual  formation, 
and  engaging  in  risk-taking  mission 
and  ministry  in  the  world." 

"The  task  force  sees  the  assessment 
instrument  as  something  churches  will 
use  for  many  years.  It  is  not  something 
that  is  done  once  and  forgotten.  The 
process  should  be  something  a  local 
church  uses  to  identify  healthy  areas 
and  areas  where  growth  should  take 
place,"  Innes  said. 

"Church  leaders  should  complete 
the  assessment  and  then  the  Church 
Council  will  adopt  an  action  plan  for 
improving  the  health  and  effectiveness 
of  the  congregation,  "  she  added. 

Bishop  Gwinn  will  review  to  work  of 
the  task  force  and  provide  guidance  for 
strengthening  the  documents  before  they 
are  presented  to  the  conference  in  June. 

Adjustments  may  continue  as  local 
churches  using  the  assessment  provide 
additional  insights. 

In  addition  to  Emily  Innes,  members 
of  the  task  force  include  Steve  Compton, 
Bill  Gattis,  Carol  Goehring,  Carlin 
Johnson,  Paul  Leeland,  Jerry  Lowry, 
Melba  McCallum,  Ed  Mann,  Barry 
Merrill,  Bill  Norton,  Patty  Stricklin, 
and  Ted  Thomas. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  and  NC  Conference 
Christian  Advocate  editor. 


Men  from  across  the  United  States  pick  peas  for  a  food  pantry  in  Lafayette,  Ind., 
during  a  gleaning  project  sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Men  and  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew.  Mission  projects,  including  hunger-relief  efforts,  are  one  aspect  of  the  men's 
ministry  that  the  group  will  recognize  in  2008  during  its  year-long,  1 00th  anniversary 
celebration.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Tim  Tanton. 

United  Methodist  Men  plan 
centennial  celebrations 


(UMNS)  -  United  Methodist  men 
across  the  United  States  are  planning 
a  yearlong  celebration  during  2008  in 
honor  of  the  1 00th  anniversary  of  men's 
ministry  in  the  church. 

Men's  ministry  officially  became 
part  of  the  denominational  structure 
at  the  1908  General  Conference  held 
in  Baltimore. 

However,  men's  ministry  has  been 
a  part  of  the  Methodist  heritage  since 
Charles  and  John  Wesley  established 
holy  clubs  in  at  Oxford  University. 

Each  month  of  the  centennial  will  focus 
on  a  different  aspect  of  men's  ministry: 

•  January  -  Men's  ministry  with  various 
ethnic  groups. 

•  February  -  Scouting  and  youth- 
serving  agencies.  In  2006,  there  were 
373,242  Boy  Scouts  meeting  in  more 
than  8,000  UM  churches. 
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•  March  -  Women's  contributions  to 
men's  ministries. 

•  April  -  UMM's  relationships  with 
other  church-wide  agencies. 

•  May  -  Publication  and  distribution 
of  the  World  War  II  book  Strength 
for  Service.  (See  page  10). 

•  June  -  John  Wesley's  birthday, 
the  Holy  Club  and  John  Wesley 
Fellows. 

•  July  -  Missions,  including  hunger- relief 
efforts  with  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

•  August  -  Local  units  of  UMM. 

•  September  -  The  Upper  Room  Prayer 
Line,  supported  by  UMM. 

•  October  -  Expressing  appreciation  to 
pastors  and  bishops. 

•  November  -  Evangelism  and  spiritual 
life,  including  mentoring. 

•  December  -  Looking  to  the  next  100 
years  with  men's  ministry  specialists. 


What  is  limiting  you  from 
being  a  man  of  God?"  asked 
at  Raleigh  UMM  spring  rally 

"Are  you  living  a  life  of  a  man  of  God  to  the  best  of  your  ability?" 

The  Rev.  William  Allen  reiterated  this  point  in  his  keynote  address  to  the 
Raleigh  District  United  Methodist  Men  at  a  spring  rally  hosted  by  Millbrook 
UMC  on  March  20.  Allen  is  pastor  of  Windborne  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

Ninety  men  from  across  the  district  met  for  a  time  of  spiritual 
renewal — sharing  dinner,  discussing  future  plans,  singing,  and  then  pondering 
the  challenges  posed  by  Rev.  Allen's  message. 

"We  are  all  called  to  live  the  life  of  a  pastor,  as  in  the  priesthood 
of  all  believers'.. ..What  is  limiting  you  from  being  a  man  of  God?" 
asked  Rev.  Allen. 

Those  attending  were  reminded  of  the  following  events  —  a  "No  Man  Left 
Behind"  workshop  to  be  held  May  10-12  in  Cary,  the  district  UMM  summer 
retreat  August  3-4  at  Louisburg  College,  and  the  SEJ  Quadrennial  Gathering 
at  Lake  Junaluska  on  August  10-12. 

The  group  rejoiced  in  the  news  that  three  windows  have  been  given  to  the 
Windows  for  Education  project  at  Louisburg  College.  This  project  seeks  to 
replace  411  windows  currently  in  disrepair  or  boarded  up  in  Ole  Main  and 
three  dorms.  The  project  is  being  coordinated  by  the  Raleigh  District  UM 
Men  and  the  Young  Men's  Bible  Class  at  First  UMC  in  Cary.  For  further 
information  about  Windows  for  Education,  contact  Vance  Miller  at  (919) 
467-6934  or  vanan@mailstation.com. 


Participate  in 
"Smoke  Free 
Sabbath" 

The  NC  Conference  Commission 
on  Church  and  Society  is  encouraging 
individuals  and  churches  to  participate 
in  a  "Smoke  Free  Sabbath"  the  weekend 
of  Memorial  Day,  May  26-27  in 
coordination  with  the  NC  Council 
of  Churches  and  the  NC  Alliance 
for  Health. 

In  an  effort  to  help  educate  North 
Carolinians  about  the  dangers  of 
secondhand  smoke  and  illustrate  how 
groups  can  adopt  a  "smoke-free"  policy, 
the  Alliance  is 
asking  faith  groups 
to  lead  the  way  and 
go  smoke-free  for 
at  least  one  Sabbath 
weekend. 

The  hope  is  that 
faith  communities 

will  embrace  the  concept  and  adopt  a 
permanent  smoke-free  policy. 

The  Alliance  has  registration 
information  and  a  toolkit  to  help  with 
participation  available  on  their  web  site, 
http://www.ncallianceforhealth.org. 
Links  are  located  on  the  right  side  in  the 
"Alliance  News  and  Events"  section. 

The  NC  Alliance  for  Health  is  a 
statewide  coalition  promoting  policies 
for  tobacco  use  prevention  and  cessation 
for  a  healthier  North  Carolina. 

In  late  2006,  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  NC  Council  of  Churches  adopted 
a  statement  calling  on  congregations 
to  study  secondhand  smoke  research 
and  to  participate  in  the  Tobacco-Free 
Church  Grounds  program. 

The  board  also  endorsed  legislation 
banning  smoking  in  all  work  sites  and 
public  places. 

To  read  the  full  statement,  go  to  the 
web  site  http://nccouncilofchurches. 
org/resources/policystatements/ 
policystatements.html  and  click  on 
"Health  and  Second  Hand  Smoke." 


Let 's  Journey  To.... 
Israel/Palestine 

February  4, 2008 

with 

Jack  and  Jane  Benfield 

Make  a  Pilgrimage  which  will  change 
your  life!  Join  us  as  we  remember  the 
Scriptures  at  the  sites  where  the  events 
took  place.  Register  Early  &  Save. 
Space  is  limited  ~  Call  today  for  more 
information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 


621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714* 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 
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May  coaching 
seminar  open 
to  clergy  &  laity 

By  Irene  Brownlee  * 

Conference  pastors  and  lay  persons 
interested  in  coaching  can  learn  from 
a  national  leader  in  the  field  who 
will  be  in  Raleigh  to  work  with  new 
church  pastors. 

On  Tuesday,  May  15,  The  Rev. 
Jim  Griffith,  founder  of  the  Griffith 
Coaching  Network,  and  a  premier 
church  planting  specialist  will  lead 
a  high-energy,  informative  seminar 
titled  "How  to  Develop  a  Coaching 
Ministry."  The  seminar  is  open  to  all 
conference  pastors  and  lay  persons. 
Griffith  asks  that  pastors  bring  several 
lay  leaders  from  the  congregation  for 
maximum  benefit. 

The  coaching  seminar  will  be  held 


Pastors  attend  Young 
Adult  Clergy  Forum  and 
Ecumenical  Advocacy  Days 


The  Rev.  Jim  Griffith 

from  9  am  to  4  pm  at  Edenton  Street 
United  Methodist  Church,  228  W. 
Edenton  Street,  in  Raleigh.  The  cost  is 
$39,  including  lunch. 

Individuals  who  are  currently  coaches 
and  wish  to  enhance  their  skills;  are 
developing  a  congregational  coaching 
system;  are  coaching  paid  and  unpaid 
staff;  are  a  pastor  in  a  new  church  start, 
high-impact  church,  or  turn-around 
church;  or  who  desire  to  be  an  Academy 
coach  are  encouraged  to  attend. 

Register  for  the  seminar  by  e-mailing 

See  "Coaching" page  14 


Pastor  accepts  once-rejected  gay 
man  into  church  membership 


(UMNS)  -  The  pastor  of  a  Virginia 
United  Methodist  church  has  granted 
membership  to  the  gay  man  whose 
2005  denial  of  membership  by  the 
previous  pastor  prompted  controversy 
across  the  denomination  on  the  issues  of 
homosexuality  and  pastoral  authority. 

During  worship  services  in  March 
at  South  Hill  UMC,  the  Rev.  Barry 
Burkholder  accepted  the  man's  transfer 
of  membership  from  a  Baptist  church 
to  South  Hill.  The  development  follows 
a  series  of  rulings  related  to  the  case, 
including  one  on  pastoral  authority,  by 


the  denominations  highest  court. 

"The  Judicial  Council's  ruling  says 
that  the  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  person 
in  authority  to  determine  whether  an 
individual  is  ready  to  receive  the  vows 
of  membership,"  Burkholder  said.  "Arid 
having  spoken  with  this  individual  and 
him  having  professed  Christ  as  his 
savior,  his  belief  that  Jesus  Christ  died 
for  his  sins  tells  me  that  he  is  ready  to 
receive  the  vows  of  membership." 

The  man  has  continued  to  worship 
at  the  South  Hill  Church  and  to 
participate  in  its  music  ministry. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 
and  more 
Cokesbyry 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 


The  Washington  D.C.  cherry  trees 
were  just  beginning  to  bloom  when  the 
Reverend  Taylor  Mills  of  Avent  Ferry 
UMC  and  the  Reverend  Ed  Priestaf 
of  Benson  Memorial  UMC  arrived  on 
March  8. 

The  North  Carolina  Conference 
Church  and  Society  Commission  sent 
the  Raleigh  pastors  to  two  concurrent 
events:  The  Young  Adult  Clergy 
Forum  (for  United  Methodists)  and 
Ecumenical  Advocacy  Days  2007. 

"The  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  decided  to  hold  their 
Young  Adult  Clergy  Forum  right 
before  Advocacy  Days  so  we  were  able 
to  attend  both  events  on  the  same 
trip,"  remarked  Mills.  "We're  very 
appreciative  to  Reverend  Lawrence 
Johnson  and  the  commission  for  giving 
us  this  opportunity." 

The  Young  Adult  Clergy  Forum  is 
an  event  in  which  participants  learn 


(L-R)  Ed  Priestaf;  Clayton  Childers,  program  director 
for  Annual  Conferences'  relations  with  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society;  and  Taylor  Mills  during 
the  Young  Adult  Clergy  Forum. 


UM  student  loan 
support  increased, 
rate  dropped 

(UMNS)  -  The  amount  of  money  a 
United  Methodist  college  student  may 
borrow  annually  from  a  denominational 
loan  fund  will  double  to  $5,000,  while 
the  interest  rate  for  repayment  will 
decrease  to  5  percent. 

Governing  members  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  approved  a  plan  to  help 
students  finance  their  education. 

Changes  to  the  United  Methodist 
Student  Loan  Fund  -  including  decreasing 
the  interest  rate  from  6  percent  to  5 
percent  -  will  take  effect  in  August. 

"We  believe  that  increasing  the 
amount  that  can  be  borrowed  will 
bring  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
loans  requested,"  said  Carolyn  Briscoe, 
chairwoman  of  the  board's  Loans  and 
Scholarship  Committee. 


about  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  and  its  ministries. 

Participants  also  attend  seminars  on 
justice  issues  relevant  to  ministry  in 
their  appointed  communities. 

Priestaf  commented,  "We  joined  with 
other  young  adults  that  serve  churches 
from  Connecticut  to  California,  in 
learning  about  homelessness,  the 
dangers  and  pervasiveness  of  cultural 
and  racial  stereotypes,  and  ways  to 
engage  decision  makers  on  issues 
ranging  from  AIDS  in  Africa  to  asthma 
in  Asheville." 

On  the  evening  of  March  9,  pastors, 
laity,  and  community  organizers 
descended  on  a  hotel  across  from  the 
Pentagon  for  the  2007  Ecumenical 
Advocacy  Days  Conference. 

Close  to  1,000  people  were  in 
attendance  to  study  justice  issues  from  a 
Christian  perspective  and  to  eventually 
lobby  their  congressional  representatives 
and  senators. 

Reverends    Mills  and 
Priestaf  were   joined  at 
Ecumenical  Advocacy 
Days  by  North  Carolina 
Conference  clergy 
including  Rev.  Lawrence 
Johnson  (director, 
multicultural   and  social 
ministries),     Rev.  Toni 
Wood  (Newland  UMC, 
Shiloh),  Rev.  Laura  Early 
(All      God's  Children 
UMC,  Aulander),  and 
Rev.  Eldrick  Davis  (First 
UMC,  Havelock). 

"We  worshipped, 
studied,  and  shared  with 
other  persons  of  faith 
around  the  theme  And  How  Are  The 
Children?'"  Priestaf  shared. 

"The  conference  was  divided  into 
tracks  that  looked  at  how  children's 
health  and  rights  are  impacted  by  issues 
in  Africa,  Latin  American,  the  US,  and 
Asia,  by  issues  of  global  security,  and  by 
issues  of  economic  and  environmental 
justice,"  he  explained. 

The  whole  program  culminated  in 
a  day  of  visits  to  congressional  offices 
on  Capital  Hill  including  the  offices 
of  North  Carolina  Senators  Richard 
Burr  and  Elizabeth  Dole  and 
Representatives  David  Price,  Brad 
Miller,  Sue  Myrick,  Mel  Watt,  G.K. 
Butterfield,  Virginia  Foxx,  Robin 
Hayes,  and  Patrick  McHenry. 

Mills  commented,  "All  of  us  had 
an  informative  and  transformative 
experience,  and  we  appreciate  the 
opportunity  so  much." 

Adds  Priestaf,  "We  look  forward  to 
using  the  skills  we  learned  to  educate 
others  about  putting  the  Social 
Principles  into  practice." 
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[Jlidnthn^  ih-itnofi poWdttol pat-ion  on  im  hoidmidldh  on  unotm-ids  pruyhi'j  choplohn 
tWJHu/y  diophlm  JrjaM^oy^Jda  wHh  JoJdhmJn  donn^/ouj  ond  untotnlotiook  condition 
QtzisYt  ttdm hi  riinnmm,  ihaybthuj  n BVote  os  ihztf  only  WHOpod 


Aly  cohjreg<\+ioh  ih  Xro^  w*\s  w/f A  me. 
24-/f,  /hheroj/y.  They  expec-fec/  me.  -ho 
<\fase\ys  hove.  <\  Smite,  oh  my  f*\ce  oihd  heJd 
me.  <\ccouh+oj>te.  for  They  figured  if 

fheir  chopfaih  w<\s  'Vow/j"  -f-heh  -there,  is 
/i-hhte.  hope..  Af\d  +hey  were  right-. 

X  AexJime.  +he  vo/ce  of 
ehc.our4yemest+  for  our 
6*++*/ioh  chopfaihs. 

V/Ao  did  X  30  -ho?  Cfod 
sus+ajhed  me.  ih  -f-hose  darK 
hours  acf+er  we  incurred 
ca&uaj+ies  a,hd  s*w  o-f-her 
horrors  of  w<v~. 

Aly  prayer  /ife.  Kep+  me. 
ih  +he.  g^me.. 


Writings  and  photos  provided  by  Chaplain  (LTC)  Dennis  Goodwin  who  served  in  Iraq  with  the 
N.C.  National  Guard's  30th  Brigade  (Old  Hickory)  Combat  Team.  Rev.  Goodwin  is  currently  pastor 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Jacksonville  and  will  become  New  Bern  District  Superintendent  as  of  July  1. 


Co/7vers/o/)S  were  4  reyu/^r  p*r+ 

of  our  spiri+u*/  expe.rie.hce  ih  Xrc^  durihg  ^ 
Operarhioh  Xr^i  Freedom  XX.  Conversions 
c*me  ou+  of  4  heed  -fo  priori+i-zje  ohe's 
se/f  <\s  never  before..  C/ose  c<\//s  became, 
occasions  of  grea&  rejoicing  ih  worship. 

We  averaged  */mos+  S00  so/diers  <\  wecK 
ih  our  'Brigade  worship  services. 

Every  worship  service  w^s  ojive  w/fA 
prayer  re^ues+s,  spiri-hed  sihgihg,  and  4 
reAfiz^+ioh  +h*+  w^r  &roKe  do*sh  every 
farrier  +h*+  we  **ou/d  haye.  hormajfy 
experienced  4+  home. 

X+  W4S  ho+  oh/y  cross-cuS+ur*/  e+khic*tfy 
6u+  denomiha&iohatfy  as  we//.  Oh  Sunday 
highf-s  we  had  a  group  of  Kurdish  /Aos/emS 
wA©  worshiped  w/V-A  us.  X  +h'hK  +hey 
realty  /iKed  +he  music. 
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What  United  Methodist  churches  can  do  now 
for  American  troops 


At  a  recent  gathering  of  United  Methodist  chaplains,  the  following  suggestions 
were  offered  for  local  congregations  seeking  to  show  God's  love  for  American 
military  personnel  and  their  families. 


"Adopt"  someone  in  military  service, 


or 


get  your  congregation  to  adopt  an  entire  military  unit.  Send  them  emails,  letters 
and  "care  packages"  of  items  that  will  ease  their  wartime  duty.  For  details  on  how 
to  connect  with  armed  forces  personnel  through  United  Methodist  chaplains, 
contact  umea@gbhem.org. 

Provide  a  safe  SpaCe  ■  Invite  military  families  to  meet 
at  the  church  for  mutual  sharing,  recreation  and  comfort.  Protect  them  from 
intrusion,  especially  from  curious  or  insensitive  media  personnel.  Always  provide 
childcare,  and  offer  food  if  they  wish. 

Let  them  talk.  Train  willing,  compassionate,  non-judgmental 
church  members,  especially  military  veterans,  to  be  listeners  for  returning  Iraq  war 
veterans.  Veterans  can  be  especially  helpful  as  listeners,  because  military  personnel 
often  have  greater  trust  that  those  who  have  "been  there"  will  understand  what 
they're  going  through.  Do  not  discuss  the  politics  of  the  war;  you  can  express 
your  politics  regarding  war  elsewhere. 

Hold  worship  services  for  military 

personnel  when  they  deploy  and  when  they  return.  At  a  recent 
gathering,  chaplains  suggested  these  guidelines  for  a  worship  service:  When  they 
leave,  reassure  them  of  God's  ever-present  love  for  them  and  their  families;  When 
they  return,  thank  them  for  their  service,  ask  God  to  forgive  them  for  whatever 
violence  they  may  have  been  required  to  enact,  and  pray  for  healing  of  their 
spirits.  Examples  of  such  worship  services  may  soon  be  available  through  the 
United  Methodist  Endorsing  Agency  at  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  web  site  at  http://www.gbhem.org.  (See  "Ways  to  learn"  more 
section  below  for  link  to  General  Board  of  Discipleship  worship  resources.) 

Learn  the  vital  roles  that  chaplains  play 

as  peacemakers  amid  conflict.  Often  a  chaplain's  intervention  in  the  heat  of  battle 
can  restrain  troops  from  committing  retaliatory  violence  when  a  teammate  is 
wounded  or  killed.  As  a  chaplain  said  during  the  consultation:  "You  tell  the 
troops:  'Suppose,  however  it  happened,  that  you  killed  somebody's  grandma. 
Would  you  want  your  adversary  to  waste  your  entire  town  in  retaliation?'  And 
soldiers  say:  'Chaplain,  you're  right.  Thanks  for  cooling  me  down.'  " 

Be  a  vigorous  advocate  for  resources  that  protect  troops 

and  for  veterans'  benefits.  "Troops  fight  wars,  but  wars  are  governed  by  civilian 
political  leadership,"  said  Rev.  Neal  Christie  of  the  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society.  Contact  your  congressional  representatives,  who  hold  the  purse  strings  of 
government.  Demand  that  the  federal  budget  provide  appropriate  resources  for 
troops  while  in  action,  and  benefits  for  them  upon  their  return. 

-  Excerpted  from  "Chaplains,  social-action  advocates  unite  to  aid 
military;  joint  effort  seeks  to  have  churches  help  'hurting  people" 
article  by  UM  NeXus  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle.  Entire  article  available 
at  http://www.umnexus.org/commentary.php?Article=251 


Ways  to  learn  more 

•  Read  "Beyond  the  Yellow  Ribbon:  How  Churches  Can  Help  Soldiers 
and  Their  Families  Readjust  After  Combat"  By  John  Morris  available  at 
http://www.gbhem.org/chaplains/mltchapguideltem.asp?item_id=68 

•  For  suggestions  and  resources  on  planning  worship  services,  visit  the 
web  site  www.gbod.org/worship/  and  select  "Worship  Resources  for 
Times  of  Crisis"  from  the  left-hand  menu. 

•  The  U.S.  Army  offers  a  listing  of  ways  to  support  the  troops  on  their  web 
site  at:  http://www4.army.mil/ocpa/resources/faq/mostfrequently. 
html#1 


"fow  w///  +hc  church  rcspoic/  +o 
-f-roops  re.+\jrhih$  -from  vs^r?  Troops  *ftct 
•their  /e^efership  /^ev/V-^/y  *re.  e.xpe.c+eef 
-ho  re-hurfi  -ho  ex+e.f)efecf  families  - 
es^pec/V/y  chi/c/ren,  coriyregq+iois ,  places 
of^orK,  ^e/^^ors  Wo^Aer  si^fiifica^fyh 
re.fa+ior)Ships  -  6e.a(rih^  -the  -traym*  of***r 
/>)  Xr*o«hct  Af$h«r)is+«ft.  V/M-  w///  4e  -the. 
church  s  prayme&ic,  p*s+or*/  response, 
-ho  -f-he.tr  ho*ne.comify^  vvAe/?  *  re-turf)  -ho 
/ife-a^s-iorm*/  is  i/npossi&fe.fn 

-  Rev.  Neal  Christie,  assistant  general  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society 


U.S.  Army  Chaplain  Col.  John  Read  and  retired  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Woodie  White  pray  with  a  wounded  soldier  at  a  military  hospital  in 
Landstuhl,  Germany.  UMNS  photos  by  Hilly  Hicks. 


Upcoming  opportunities 
to  honor  and  remember 

Mothers'  Day  —  Sunday,  May  1 3, 2007 

Armed  Forces  Day  —  Saturday,  May  1 9, 2007 

Memorial  Day  —  Monday,  May  28, 2007 

Flag  Day  —  Thursday,  June  14, 2007 

Fathers'  Day  —  Sunday,  June  1 7, 2007 

Independence  Day  —  Wednesday,  July  4, 2007 

Parents'  Day  —  Sunday,  July  22, 2007 

United  Nations  Day  —  Wednesday,  October  24, 2007 

Veterans'  Day  —  Sunday,  November  1 1, 2007 

Veterans' Day  (Observed)  —  Monday,  November  12, 2007 


"We.  cji  toh$  for  -the.  «/*y 
of  pe.<\ce  *ftct  1oie  more. 
+h*n  -the.  pe.rsoh  vvAo  h*s 
+o  pu//  -the  +rigye.r. 

-  Rev.  Dale  White,  chaplain  for  a  Marine 
unit  in  Fallujah,  Iraq,  for  14  months.  Rev. 
White  and  his  wife  Linda  attend  Trinity 
UMC  in  Jacksonville,  NC  and  teach 
Sunday  School  for  the  2nd  graders. 


Rev.  Dale  White 


Sources  for  quotes  on  pages  7-10: 

•  "Chaplains:  Church  must  support  returning  soldiers"  and 
"Chaplains  offer  ideas,  resources  for  churches"  by  Kathy  L. 
Gilbert  (UMNS) 

•  "Military  chaplains  retreat  strengthens  'wounded  healers'"  by  Hilly 
Hicks  and  Kathy  L.  Gilbert  (UMNS) 

•  "Prayer  and  a  ministry  of  presence"  newsbrief  from  Mar.  30, 
2007  (UMNS) 
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Z+  is  +hc  vo/ce  of  +he.  chepfaih 

+k*i+   £/"V/)OS   Ao/y   V/S/O/).  '         -Rev.  Dale  White 


Being  back  doesn't 
mean  being  home 

(UMNS)  -  A  group  of  active  and  retired  military  chaplains  have 
formed  a  UM  task  force  working  to  teach  the  church  how  to  support 
and  welcome  service  members  returning  from  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

The  chaplains  told  agency  staff  that  returning  from  war  is  a  journey- 
and  being  back  doesn't  mean  being  home. 

They  began  working  on  a  liturgy  for  "returning  warriors"  to 
acknowledge  the  pain  of  the  "trigger  puller,"  care  for  families  and 
make  a  place  for  soldiers  when  they  return. 

"Being  acknowledged  in  worship  means  a  lot,"  said  the  Rev.  Jim 
Fogle-Miller,  National  Guard  chaplain. 

"  Peg$yt  *ny  wv/e,  &*ief  i+  +00K 

*n&  4/mos+  4  ye*r  -ho  +ru/y  *4e  ^ck.'" 

-  Rev.  Dennis  Goodwin 


Chaplains  provide  a  timeless 
message  of  forgiveness 

(UMNS)  -  Standing  before  a  gathering  of  military  chaplains,  the  Rev. 
Tom  Carter  offered  the  same  "simple,  kind  words"  that  chaplains  have  said 
to  thousands  of  warriors  on  the  battlefield:  "In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  you 
are  forgiven!" 

"I  offered  the  life-giving  service  of  communion  while  serving  in  Vietnam 
to  many  I  knew  would  not  return  from  war,"  said  Carter,  a  former  military 
chaplain,  and  director  of  endorsement  with  the  United  Methodist  Endorsing 
Agency,  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  Chaplains  in  any  war  have 
offered  the  same,  he  added. 

Currently,  359  United  Methodist  pastors  serve  as  military  chaplains. 
Chaplains  gathered  at  a  recent  gathering  said  they  consider  it  a  privilege  to 
bring  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  to  young  men  and  women  serving  the  military 
during  wartime.  They  said  The  United  Methodist  Church  needs  to  honor  the 
sacrifice  of  those  serving. 

"Who  cares  for  those  who  (fight)  on  behalf  of  all  of  us?"  asked  the  Rev. 
Laura  Bender,  chaplain  and  training  manager  at  the  Naval  Chaplains'  School 
in  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

*  Poft+kJoftS  se.hef  vvo^ne/)  *hct 
me.h  ajicf  -f-Jycir  f^mi/ics  -ho  vv^r. 
Qh*p/w>)S  m*Ke.  4  cAo/ce  +o 
o/rer  4  m/ty's+ry  erf  pre.se.fXLC 
//)  +his  Ae///sA  s/Vv*V7o/>." 

-  Rev.  Neal  Christie 


Observations 

From  Charles  K.  Morrison 

Chaplain,  Colonel,  Joint  Force  Headquarters,  N.C.  National  Guard 
and  pastor  of  Centenary  UMC,  Smithfield 

Unique  to  this  war  is  how  National  Guard  soldiers  and  airmen  and  their 
families  are  involved.  Almost  95%  of  the  12,000  North  Carolina  Air  and 
Army  National  Guard  members  have  been  deployed  in  support  of  the  Global 
War  on  Terror.  Most  left  families,  jobs,  churches  for  at  least  18-24  months, 
disrupting  the  fabric  of  family,  economic  and  social  life. 

Family  members  left  at  home  had  or  have  much  to  handle,  such  as  juggling 
bills  on  less  or  more  infrequent  money,  household  issues,  keeping  up  with 
and  monitoring  kids/related  issues.  Responsibility  and  decision  making  being 
assumed  by  the  remaining  spouse  are  not  often  returned  willingly. 

Reentry  is  more  difficult  than  leaving 

Churches  have  the  unique  opportunity  of  providing  a  place  of  affirmation, 
forgiveness,  and  acceptance  for  those  returning  from  combat. 

Certainly  the  Church  opposes  war,  but  the  Church  can  care  for  those  forced 
into  war  by  the  lifestyle  and  politics  that  we  Americans  do  approve  of. 

As  a  combat  veteran  of  years  ago,  I  was  assisted  in  my  transition  back  to 
home  by  a  church,  and  a  pastor,  that  had  compassion  on  me  and  respect 
for  what  I  had  done.  (My  last  hostile  fire  encounter  was  seven  days  before 
I  returned  home  to  the  streets  of  Roanoke  Rapids).  To  hear,  "In  the  name 
of  Christ,  you  are  forgiven"  strengthens  and  supports  those  who  have  to  do 
wrong  in  order  to  do  right. 

Churches  have  the  unique  opportunity  to  support,  pray  for,  and  encourage 
those  who  struggle  with  the  ethical  and  visceral  implications  of  being  a  military 
person.  Likewise,  churches  have  the  opportunity  to  help  families  welcome 
back  home  a  person  who  is  not  the  person  who  left  just  months  before. 

Other  ways  churches  are  helping 

To  help,  churches  have  provided  child  care,  support  groups,  house  and  auto 
repair,  financial  assistance,  and  help  accomplishing  the  soldier's  mission. 

White  Plains  UMC  sent  thousands  of  notebooks,  pencils,  school  supplies 
to  help  C  Co,  1/120  Infantry  (my  son,  Wesley's  command)  prop  the  school 
system  back  up  in  that  portion  of  Iraq. 

Morale  boosters,  such  as  goodie  boxes,  etc.  that  churches  have  sent 
traditionally  to  college  students  became  goody  boxes  for  troops. 

Churches  have  supported  the  NCNG  efforts  at  providing  marriage- 
strengthening  retreats  for  deploying  and  returning  soldiers  and  their  spouses 
that  focus  on  the  issues  of  family  life. 

Kids  camps  for  children  of  deployed  soldiers  and  airmen  have  had  support 
from  churches. 

National  Guard  -  "Citizen  soldiers" 

National  Guard  persons,  "citizen  soldiers,"  have  the  unique  place  of  living 
in  two  worlds:  the  civilian  and,  when  called  on,  the  military.  As  doctors, 
lawyers,  ministers,  carpenters,  truck  drivers  in  the  civilian  world,  on  duty, 
they  often  bear  the  same 
responsibilities. 

Peculiar  to  the  ministry, 

fiveofourannual  conference 

members  have  been  or  are 

involved  in  being  pastors 

to  the  National  Guard  of 

North    Carolina  during 

the  Global  War  On  Terror: 

Walter  Graves,  Ron  Patton, 

Dennis  Goodwin,  David 

Malcolm,    and  Charles 

Morrison.  .   .  .      .       .   ,  .. 

Baptisms  in  Iraq  took  place  in  a  six-root  wooden 

There  are  28  chaplains  trough(  camouflaged,  and  lined  with  plastic, 
of  all  faiths  allocated  to   (Photo  courtesy  of  Rev.  Dennis  Goodwin) 
the  NCNG,  to  care  for  the 

13,000  men,  women  and  family  members.  They  too  are  "citizen  soldiers." 

Churches  can  help  our  soldiers  by  supporting  their  pastors  who  are  chaplains. 
Chaplains  have  counseled,  supported  encouraged,  married,  buried  and  visited 
thousands  on  behalf  of  God  and  country  since  9/11/01. 

For  questions  or  more  information  about  ways  to  support  the  North 
Carolina  National  guard  soldiers  or  chaplains,  write  or  call:  Chaplain  Major 
Steve  King  at  steven.king4@us.army.mil  or  1-800-621-4136,  ext.  6198. 
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NC  men  join  effort  to 
distribute  historic  daily 
devotional  to  military 

United  Methodist  Men  in  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conferences  are  leading  an  effort  to  help  provide  one  million  copies  of 
a  historic  book  of  daily  devotions  to  U.S.  troops.  To  date,  250,000  copies  have 
been  sent  to  deployed  troops,  training  centers  and  veteran  hospitals. 

A  United  Methodist  Communications  mailing  to  all  church  leaders  in  the 
conference  will  encourage  them  to  participate  in  a  fund-raising  effort  to  provide 
one  million  copies  of  the  pocket-sized  book  to  U.S.  troops. 

First  published  in  1 942,  reprinted  by  an  Eagie  Scout 

Strength  for  Service  to  God  and  Country  was  first  published  in  1 942  a  few  months 
after  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor.  Distributed  in  both  World  War  II  and  the  Korean 
War,  the  book  was  nearly  forgotten  until  six  years  ago  when  a  California  Boy  Scout 
saw  his  dying  grandfather  reading  a  tattered  copy  of  the  book. 

Eugene  Hunsberger  told  his  grandson,  Evan,  that  he  carried  the  book  as  a 
Navy  ensign  during  World  War  II  and  Korea.  "It  always  meant  a  lot  to  me,  so  I 
continue  to  read  from  it  each  day,"  explained  Eugene,  who  had  trouble  speaking 
because  of  collapsed  lungs. 

Evan  was  looking  for  an  Eagle  Scout  project  and  asked  his  grandfather  if 
it  would  be  a  good  idea  to  republish  the  historic  book  for  U.S.  troops  today. 
"That's  not  a  good  idea,"  whispered  Eugene;  "that's  a  great  idea." 

Evan  contacted  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  which  first  published 
and  distributed  one  million  copies  of  the  book.  The  publishing  house  gave  him 
permission  to  reprint  the  book  and  Evan  and  other  scouts  spent  hours  entering 
copy  and  asking  contemporary  leaders  to  add  additional  devotions.  Shortly  after 
September  1 1 ,  the  General  Commission  on  United  Methodist  Men  agreed  to 
support  the  effort. 

Evan's  grandfather  did  not  live  to  see  the  printing  and  distribution  of  250,000 
copies  of  the  book,  but  military  men  and  women  are  grateful  to  him  for  beginning 
an  effort  to  provide  them  with  spiritual  support  during  difficult  times. 

North  Carolina  man  tells  of  book  use  in  Kuwait 

"I  recently  returned  from  Kuwait  and  elsewhere  in  the  Middle  East  and  I 
would  like  to  tell  you  that  [Strength  for  Service  to  God  and  Country]  is  a  blessing 
to  our  troops  overseas,"  said  Robert  E.  Lawrence,  Jr.,  of  Fayetteville. 

"During  my  stay  in  the  Middle  East,  I  have  had  numerous  opportunities  to 
visit  military  installations  and  to  fellowship  in  the  military  dining  facilities.  As 
a  Force  Protection  Officer  with  Combat  Support  Associates,  it  was  my  job  to 
train  and  oversee  the  security  for  the  military  installations  in  the  Middle  East. 
That  is  to  say  that  we  had  to  search  every  vehicle  and  most  individuals  entering 
the  installations,  and  I  would  like  to  tell  you  that  it  was  very  gratifying  and 
rewarding  to  see  how  many  soldiers  pulled  that  publication  from  their  pockets. 
This  publication  is  the  soldier's  Upper  Room,  it  is  the  word  of  God  for  the 
people  of  God  and  it  is  worded  in  such  a  way  that  it  directly  impacts  the  lives 
and  daily  responsibilities  of  the  American  fighting  men  and  women." 

How  to  help 

To  help  with  this  project,  a  mailing  from  United  Methodist  Communications 
will  provide  posters  and  additional  information.  Contact  Barry  Merrill,  president 
of  the  NC  Conference  UMM  (e-mail:  newsbarry@excite.com;  phone:  919-936- 
9891)  or  Richard  Strachan,  president  of  UMM  for  the  Western  NC  Conference 
(e-mail:  rstrachan@carolina.rr.com;  phone:  704-482-7520). 


A  phone  card  campaign  was 
launched  on  Veterans  Day 
2003  by  the  UM  Endorsing 
Agency.  More  than  10  million 
minutes  worth  of  phone 
cards  have  been  sent  to 
United  Methodist  military 
chaplains  for  U.S.  soldiers.  For 
information,  e-mail  umea@ 
gbhem.org  or  call  (615)  340- 
7411.  Visit  www.gbhem.org/ 
chaplains  to  learn  more. 


"Wego+  +hree  enve/opes  of  phone  c<\rc/s 
-rhis  week.  THAW  YOU  so  much//? 
Xour  supp/y  coincided  vv/fA  inf/ux  of 
ne*s  so/efiers  -to  +he*+er  *ftct  "  hi+  -the. 
spo+n  for  -f-he.se.  +r*nsi+ionih$  so/diers 
*nd  f^mi/y  members.  X+  m*Kes  me.  very 
proud  -ro  ^/ve  ou+  phohe  c^rc/s  (WA/'cA 
serve  <\  v*fuaj>/e  service)  +  h*+  h*ye  +he 
Uni+ed  F\e+hodis+  em&/em  oh  +hem.  Z+ 
communicates  4  po*serfu/  message/ 

-  Rev.  Bill  Killough,  battalion  chaplain,  54th  Signal  Battalion,  Kuwait 


Trading  toy  guns  for  for  toys 

(UMNS)  -  Two  small  churches  in  rural  Iowa  worked  to  outsmart 
insurgents  in  Iraq,  using  soccer  balls  and  stuffed  animals  to  spread  goodwill 
and  save  the  lives  of  children  in  Fallujah.  The  ministry  began  last  year  after 
Janet  Wakehouse,  member  of  Turin  UMC,  heard  through  her  Marine 
son-in-law  serving  in  Iraq  that  insurgents  gave  children  realistic-looking 
toy  guns  in  hopes  that  a  U.S.  soldier  might  mistakenly  shoot  a  child  and 
incite  anger  against  the  U.S. 

A  hometown  effort  grew  to  collect  safe  toys  to  swap  for  the  dangerous 
ones.  Members  of  the  Turin  church  and  a  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  neighboring  town  of  Onawa  began  gathering  soccer  balls,  backpacks, 
and  other  toys  for  the  cause.  In  the  end,  28  boxes  were  shipped  to  Iraq  so 
the  toys  could  be  distributed  by  the  Marines.  "People  are  so  generous," 
says  Wakehouse.  "In  spite  of  all  the  bad  in  the  world,  there  are  wonderful 
people  out  there." 

Xhdhidu^/s ,  civic  orgnhi'z^+ions ,  and 
churches  f/ooded  me  vwV-A  -foy-S  +o 
^/ve  +o  Xra^i  chi/dren  and  i+ems  -to 
sha^re  w/V-A  our  so/diers.  A>  serge*n+ 
vv4£  assigned  +he  du+y  of  opening 
my  &oxes  in  order  +o  c*+egori-zje , 
S+oret  and  dis+ri6u+e  +he  con+en+S. 
Our  one  day  record  w^s  39  4oxes. 
Our  men  and  cornel  deep/y 
appreciated  +he  support  from  home. 

-Rev.  Dennis  Goodwin 
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Annual  Conference  updates 


AC  briefing  session 
over  Internet,  3:15 

Anyone  with  a  computer  and 
Internet  connection  can  view  an  Annual 
Conference  briefing  session  on  Sunday, 
May  20,  at  3: 1 5  pm.  Viewers  can  e-mail 
questions  to  be  answered  following  the 
presentation.  Details  for  accessing  the 


available 

pm  on  May  20 

presentation  will  be  available  on  the 
conference  web  site,  www.nccumc.org. 

Some  districts  may  participate  in  the 
May  20  presentation  or  hold  a  session 
on  another  date.  Check  with  the  district 
office  for  details. 


Local  churches  asked  to  bring  offering 
for  SEJ  Dam  Restoration  to  AC 


Local  churches  are  encouraged  to 
take  an  offering  for  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Dam  Restoration  in  May 
or  early  June  for  presentation  during 
the  opening  Worship  Service  at  Annual 
Conference  on  June  13. 

Bulletin  inserts  have  been  prepared 
to  explain  the  offering.  District 
superintendents  will  be  providing  the 


inserts  to  local  churches. 

The  dam  that  creates  Lake  Junaluska 
has  fallen  into  disrepair  and  needs  major 
renovations  to  meet  state  regulatory 
codes.  Repair  costs  are  expected  to  be 
$3  million. 

If  additional  bulletin  inserts  are 
needed,  check  with  the  appropriate 
district  superintendent. 


Clergy  Partners  will  hold  78th  annual 
luncheon  during  Annual  Conference 


The  78th  Annual  Clergy  Partners 
Association  Luncheon  will  be  held 
on  Thursday,  June  14,  during  Annual 
Conference  in  Greenville.  The 
gathering  will  be  held  in  the  City  Hotel 
&:  Bistro,  Salons  2  and  3,  which  is  near 
the  Convention  Center. 

Following  the  meal,  Wray  Stephens, 
executive  director  NC  UM  Camp  & 


Retreat  Ministries,  will  be  the  speaker. 
A  memorial  service  and  a  short  business 
meeting  will  follow.  All  clergy  partners 
are  invited  to  attend. 

To  register,  contact  Elaine  Teague 
at  919-563-6063  or  elaine.teague@ 
sas.com.  For  a  registration  form  on 
the  Internet:  http://www.nccumc.org/ 
ac2007/clgyspsregform.pdf 


Resolutions  submission  deadline  is  May  10 


May  10  is  the  deadline  for  resolutions 
going  to  Annual  Conference  to  be 
printed  in  pre-conference  information. 
Any  later  resolutions  will  require  a  2/3 
vote  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Resolutions  submitted  by  the 
deadline    can    be    sent    by  e-mail 

Books  of  nominations  have 

Books  of  clergy  nominations  and 
books  of  lay  nominations  for  use  in  the 
election  as  delegates  to  2008  General 
and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  have 
been  mailed. 

This  is  the  first  nomination  book  for 
clergy.  A  similar  book  has  been  used  for 
laity  for  at  least  20  years. 

There  are  75  nomination  forms  in 


(smedlin@nccumc.org)  in  MS  "Word 
format.  Include  presenter(s)  name, 
local  church,  and  address.  Also,  include 
telephone  number  and  e-mail  (for 
verification  or  clarification  as  needed). 
Call  the  Conference  Secretary  if  there 
are  questions  (800-849-4433). 

been  mailed 

the  clergy  book  and  40  nominations  in 
the  laity  book.  In  1999  there  were  27 
laity  nominations  and  31  in  1995. 

Notice  of  special  meals 

Groups  holding  special  meals  during 
the  Annual  Conference  should  let 
the  Conference  Secretary  know  the 
location,  date,  and  time. 


Volunteers  needed  at  General  Conference  '08 

(UMNS)  -  Approximately  1 50  volunteer  marshals  and  pages  are  needed  for  the 
The  United  Methodist  Church's  2008  General  Conference,  set  for  April  23-May 
2,  2008  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The  General  Conference  depends  on  volunteers 
for  everything  from  assisting  disabled  delegates  to  distributing  documents.  The 
volunteers  travel  and  work  at  the  conference  at  their  own  expense. 

Apply  online  at  the  General  Conference  web  site  at  http://gc2008.umc.org;  click 
on  "Online  Marshals/Pages  Application."  Applications  must  be  submitted  by  July 
31,  2007,  and  applicants  will  be  notified  of  their  status  by  Sept.  30.  The  General 
Conference  gathers  every  four  years. 


Districts  take  initiative  to 
begin  pilot  program  for 
UM  Venturing  ministry 


Created  by  Boy  Scouts  as 
co-ed  program  for  youth 
14-20  years-of-age 

By  Stan  Belyeu  * 

Six  youth  directors  and  pastors  in 
the  Raleigh  District  took  a  bold  step  in 
December  to  answer  the  challenge  that 
Paul  extended  in  1  Corinthians  9:22 
when  he  said,  "I  have  become  all  things 
to  all  men,  so  that  I  might  save  some." 

These  visionary  leaders  seized  an 
opportunity  to  "become  all  things  to  all 
men"  by  accepting  a  partnership  offer 
to  pilot  the  BSA  Venturing  method  as 
an  optional  resource  to  complement 
their  already  strong  youth  ministries. 

In  taking  this  step,  they  not  only 
strengthened  their  youth  groups, 
but  they  also  provided  unselfish 
service  to  other  churches  across  the 
NC  Conference  and  even  across 
the  national  .body  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  pilot  program 
will  lay  the  foundation  for  growth  into 
many  other  churches. 


The  Venturing  method  was  created  by 
the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  for  young 
men  and  women  ages  14-20. 

The  Venturing  method  was  created 
by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  for 
young  men  and  women  who  are  14 
to  20  years  of  age.  It  is  designed  to 
add  complementary  leadership,  team- 
building,  and  teaching  opportunities  to 
either  a  small  or  large  youth  ministry. 

By  registering  a  youth  group  as  a 
Venturing  crew,  the  group  can  continue 
to  focus  on  spiritual  formation  activities 
while  developing  skills  through  high 
adventure,  sports,  arts  and  hobbies,  and 
spiritual  growth. 


See  "Venturing pilot,  "page  12 


Join  the  journetj  of  Spiritual  formation 

What  could  be  more  inviting  than  a  week  at 
the  Carolina  coast  the  second  week  in  October? 

Perhaps  an  invitation  to  the  coast  to  join  a  group  of 
fellow  travelers  on  a  journey  to  Christ 


f  ft 


The  Five  Day  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 

October  14-19,  2007 
Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 

Yes,  the  weather  is  ideal,  there  are  chairs  on  the  beach, 
shelling  during  free  times,  accompanied  by  personal 
conversations  during  covenant  group  times,  but  the  best 
part  is  the  nationally  known  spiritual  leaders  who  teach 
each  day,  engaging  each  person  in  contemplation  and  holy 
conversation. 

The  rhythm  of  days  lived  in  worship,  Eucharist,  instruction, 
community  and  silence  create  a  holy  time  and  space 
like  none  other  you  may  ever  have  experienced. 

Featured  faculty  are  Dr.  E.  Glenn  Hinson,  author  of  27  books  and  professor  to 
thousands  of  pastors,  and  Sister  Mary  Margaret  Pazdan,  a  renowned  teacher , 
of  adults  and  seminarians.  Hinson  will  deliver  five  lectures  on  The  Contemplative 
Lifestyle,  while  Pazdan  will  discuss  The  Spirituality  of  The  New  Testament. 

Tuition,  including  meals,  lodging,  and  lectures  is  S650  for  the  week. 
Discounts  for  double  occupancy.  Limited  scholarships  available. 

Journey  closer  to  Christ  and  closer  in  community 
with  other  sojourners  acting  to  know  and  love  God 

To  receive  a  brochure,  get  more  information  or  to  register,! 
call  Robin  Harry  at  919-832-9560,  ext  252,  or  rharry@nccumc.org. 

Sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room  and  The  North  Carolina  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
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Venturing  pilot  program  to  enhance  youth  ministry  continued  from  page  1 1 


The  New  Bern  District  provided  the 
foundation  that  enabled  the  December 
commitments  by  six  youth  groups  in 
the  Raleigh  District.  The  New  Bern 
District  was  an  early  proponent  of  the 
UMYF -Venturing  initiative. 

New  Bern  first  to  register 

Brian  Wellborn,  youth  director  for 
Trinity  UMC  in  Jacksonville,  stepped 
out  as  the  first  youth  director  in  the 
conference  to  register  his  youth  group 
as  a  Venturing  crew. 

Doug  Jessee,  the  New  Bern  district 
superintendent,  helped  to  advance 
the  initiative  by  arranging  for  Diane 
LeBlanc  (pastor  of  Core  Creek  church 
in  Newport)  to  assist  with  the  design  of 
a  new  UMYF  leader  training  course. 

The  new  course  is  based  on  "spiritual 
formation"  with  associated  modules 
showing  how  the  Venturing  method 
can  be  used  to  complement  a  youth 
ministry's  spiritual  growth  and 
discipleship  objectives. 

Raleigh  invited  to  join 

The  "pilot  program"  opportunity  in 
December  came  about  in  the  Raleigh 
District  as  the  local  BSA  council  was 
closing  its  books  for  the  end  of  the  year. 


Combining  church  youth  group  activities  with  the  venturing  program  allows 
participating  youth  ministries  to  continue  focusing  on  spiritual  formation  activities 
while  adding  excitement  and  developing  skills  through  high  adventure,  sports,  arts 
and  hobbies,  and  spiritual  growth. 


The  Occoneechee  Council  of  the  BSA 
was  in  a  position  to  provide  financial 
incentives  allowing  churches  to  take 
advantage  of  a  "free  trial  offer"  to  try 
the  Venturing  method  for  a  little  more 
than  a  year. 

There  was  no  "extra  work,  conflict, 
or  risk"  for  any  of  the  pilot  churches. 


Is  Your 
on  the 


Ministry 

Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  ♦  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #7  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


As  one  pastor  said,  "I  don't  see  how  we 
could  lose." 

The  unprecedented  partnership 
establishes  a  pilot  program  that  allows 
the  youth  groups  in  these  churches  to 
have  the  following  benefits  until  March 
of  2008:  free  registration  as  Venturing 
crews,  free  access  to  all  Occoneechee 
camps  (complementing  what  NC 
Conference  camps  have  to  offer),  access 
to  a  UM-designed  adult  and  youth 
leader  training  course,  insurance,  and 
access  to  Venturing  program  resources. 

In  return,  the  youth  groups  are  asked 
to  give  feedback  to  the  BSA  about  the 
Venturing  method. 

A  good  harvest 

"We  are  expecting  that  feedback  to 
tell  us  that  Venturing  brought  even 
more  excitement  and  interest  to  the 
youth  groups  and  that  they  were  better 
able  to  retain  and  attract  youth  to 
their  ministry,"  said  Dan  Bryson,  the 
Occoneechee  Council  president.  "The 
youth  ministry  will  then  have  an  even 
better  opportunity  to  share  the  spiritual 
formation  message  with  those  youth." 

The  Raleigh  District  is  supporting 
the  pilot  program  with  a  committee 
ensuring  that  the  youth  groups  have 
full  access  to  Venturing  resources  and 
assisting  them  in  realizing  the  promised 
benefits.  Committee  members  Mark 
Edwards,  Byron  Gifford,  and  Stan 
Belyeu  work  with  each  church  and  the 
BSA  to  help  ensure  a  successful  pilot. 

"We  want  to  come  alongside  the 
Occoneechee  Council  during  this  pilot 
program  to  form  a  strong  partnership," 
said  Ned  Hill,  the  Raleigh  District 
Superintendent. 

When  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  resident 
bishop  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  saw  the  first  UMYF- 
Venturing  initiative  description 
document,  he  said,  the  initiative  is  "... 
great  and,  I  believe,  will  indeed  bring  a 
good  harvest." 


The  United  Methodist  Men  are  also 
showing  strong  support.  They  recently 
committed  financial  resources  so 
that  other  churches  can  join  the  pilot 
program  soon. 

Barry  Merrill,  the  Conference  UMM 
president  said,  "United  Methodist  Men 
see  this  initiative  as  a  great  opportunity 
to  reach  some  youth  in  a  new  way,  and 
strengthen  our  important  partnership 
with  Scouting  ministries.  We  welcome 
the  opportunity  to  support  this  new 
and  innovative  approach,  as  God  works 
in  a  new  way  in  our  church." 

Help  for  smaller  churches 

Sue  Ellen  Nicholson,  conference 
director  of  children,  youth,  and  young 
adult  ministries,  is  especially  interested 
in  how  the  UMYF-Venturing  initiative 
will  help  the  small  and  medium  size 
churches  with  only  volunteer  adult 
leaders.  They  often  "...  do  not  have  the 
professional  staff  to  address  the  spiritual 
formation  aspect." 

Nicholson  said  she  was  pleased  that 
someone  would  be  structuring  the  new 
UMYF  leader  training  course  to  provide 
the  know-how  for  the  youth  ministry 
need  to  focus  on  spiritual  formation 
for  youth  while  using  the  Venturing 
material  as  a  supplement. 

Diane  LeBlanc  of  Core  Creek  is 
excited  about  designing  the  new  course 
to  address  this  point.  "I  am  working 
on  tools  to  make  is  easy  for  the  small 
and  medium  size  youth  groups  to 
implement  a  program  that  coordinates 
the  Venturing  material  with  our 
spiritual  formation  objective  for  youth 
ministry,"  she  said. 

Program  may  expand 
conference-wide  and 
nationwide 

The  overall  pilot  program  objective  is 
to  use  the  New  Bern  District-developed 
training  course  and  the  expected 
success  of  the  Raleigh  District's  six 
pilot  churches  to  build  momentum 
for  implementing  the  complementary 
Venturing  method  in  youth  ministries 
throughout  the  conference. 

Larry  Coppock,  national  director 
of  the  office  of  civic  youth-serving 
agencies/scouting  in  Nashville,  expects 
that  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
initiative  will  "...be  the  pilot  for 
extending  the  Venturing  method  as  an 
optional,  complementary  resource  for 
youth  ministries  in  all  United  Methodist 
conferences." 

For  more  information  and  an 
opportunity  to  join  the  initiative,  youth 
directors  and  counselors  can  contact 
Stan  Belyeu,  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  Scouting  Coordinator,  at 
sbelyeugt@aol.com. 

*  Stan  Belyeu,  a  member  of  White  Plains 
UMC  in  Cary,  is  conference  scouting 
coordinator. 
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TIJDY 


By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

June  3,2007 

Text:    Amos  5:10-15,21-24 

"Committed  to  Justice" 

These  verses  are  strong  talk.  Amos 
does  not  seem  like  the  sort  you'd  like 
to  have  riding  with  you  on  a  long  bus 
ride.  It  seems  that  everywhere  he  looks, 
he  sees  some  way  in  which  God's  people 
have  messed  up.  They  prefer  blather  to 
truth  (5:10);  they  take  advantage  of  the 
poor  (5:11);  they  spend  money  lavishly 
(5:11);  they  cheat  in  their  finances 
(5:12);  they  ignore  those  in  need  (5:12). 
"Well,"  we  might  say,  "at  least  they  go 
to  church." 

We  might  say  that  if  we  have  not 
read  verses  21-23!  The  worship  services 
are  beautifully  planned,  follow  the 
lectionary  to  the  "inth"  degree,  use 
all  the  proper  hymns,  and  even  have 
generous  offerings.  That  ought  to  be 
worth  something,  right?  Amos  says, 
"God  will  not  accept  (v.  22),  will  not 
look  upon  (v.  22),  will  not  listen  to 
(v.  23)  these  perfecdy  coiffed  services 
because  there  is  no  justice! 

What  is  it  about  justice  that  gets  God 
so  exercised?  The  word  Amos  chooses  to 
speak  of  justice  is  sedeq.  That  is  a  word 
that  came  from  a  root  that  meant  "to 
keep  straight."  Justice,  then,  is  walking 
parallel  with  God's  will,  keeping 
straight  beside  God.  To  abandon  justice 
is  to  abandon  God.  Pretty  flowers  and 
well-spoken  words  cannot  make  up 
for  injustice. 

God  wants  justice  not  in  dribbles  and 
pieces,  but  God  wants  justice  coming  as 
waters  that  rush  in  torrents  to  refresh  a 
parched  land  (v.  24). 

It  is  tempting  to  say  "That  was  then; 
this  is  now."  But  that  won't  work. 
Ceremonial  laws  may  change.  Ritual 
practices  may  change.  Governmental 
laws  may  change.  But  God  is  still  a 
God  of  justice.  God  still  has  a  heart 
for  the  poor.  God  still  seeks  integrity 
in  relationships.  God  still  measures  life 
by  righteousness. 

If  we  are  to  walk  straight  with  God, 
we  shall  walk  in  paths  of  justice.  Justice 
is  not  something  to  be  turned  on  or  off 
as  convenient.  Look  at  verse  24.  Amos 
describes  justice  and  righteousness  as  an 
ever-flowing  stream. 

How  do  we  touch  the  poor?  Who  are 
the  vulnerable  whom  we  hold  down? 
How  have  we  made  some  persons 
outcasts?  When  have  we  chosen  ease 


over  truth?  When  have  we  substituted 
piety  for  justice?  These  are  important 
questions.  In  fact,  Amos  says  (v.  14) 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death. 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Praying  Twice,  (Westminster 
John  Knox)  Brian  Wren  quotes  Old 
Testament  scholar  Walter  Brueggemann 
as  saying,  "Israel's  prayer  life,  in  lament 
as  in  doxology,  is  saturated  with  the 
issue  of  justice.  Indeed,  Israel  has  no 
other  issue  to  bring  before  God." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God,  move  us  to 
justice..." 


June  10,2007 

Text:     Hosea  4: 1  -4;  7: 1  -2;  1 2:8-9 
"God's  Indictment 
of  Israel" 

When  I  was  in  college,  I  ran  track. 
(No  snickering,  please,  from  those 
who  have  watched  me  move  around 
recently!) 

One  day  after  practice,  the  coach 
watched  the  team  as  we  strolled  back 
toward  the  locker  room.  There  was 
bounce  in  our  step,  laughter  in  our  voice, 
and  a  rather  comfortable  spirit  about 
finishing  another  day  of  running. 

The  coach  called  us  back.  "Hey!" 
he  shouted,  "You  are  strolling  as  if  you 
are  having  a  day  at  the  beach.  You  are 
carrying  on  as  if  you  have  plenty  of 
spunk  left.  What  that  tells  me  is  that 
you  did  not  practice  hard  enough. 
All  of  you  come  back  and  don't  leave 
again  until  you  are  panting,  gasping  for 
breath,  and  holding  your  aching  sides." 

Hosea  reports  that  God  saw  the  same 
thing  in  Israel  that  the  coach  saw  in  us. 
God  looked  at  God's  people  and  saw 
disloyalty  (4:1),  untruthfulness  (4:2), 
disregard  for  life  (4:2),  self-satisfied  self- 
content  (12:8). 

And  God  said,  "What  that  tells  me 
is  that  You  don't  love  me  very  much! 
I'm  going  to  take  away  your  ease  until 
You  get  it  right"  (12:9)! 

It  is  easy  to  fool  ourselves  as  to  how 
faithfully  we  are  living  out  God's  will. 
Hosea  notes  that  Ephraim  (here  it  is 
another  name  for  Israel)  was  rather 
proud  of  having  had  such  great  success 
without  sinning  at  all  (12:8). 

That  spiritual  illness  still  infects 
us.  We  think  it  is  a  short  jump  from 
looking  at  our  successes  to  thinking 
that  we  have  succeeded  because  we  are 
good  and  God  has  blessed  us.  God  sees 


through  that  sham.  God's  blessings  do 
not  always  look  like  the  world's  success! 
(Have  you  thought  of  the  cross  lately? 
How  "successful"  is  that!) 

This  week  is  in  the  heart  of  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  season. 
Those  of  us  who  live  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  can  easily  slip  into 
self-congratulations:  our  membership  is 
growing,  our  giving  is  increasing,  our 
institutions  are  strong.  Good!  Hooray! 
But  we  do  well  to  wonder  if  we  are 
going  to  the  locker  room  in  a  stroll,  or 
are  we  panting,  gasping  for  breath,  and 
holding  our  aching  sides? 

This  lesson  is  entitled  "God's 
Indictment  of  Israel."  Alas,  I  find  that 
much  of  the  text  makes  just  as  good  of 
sense  if  I  substitute  my  own  journey  for 
Israel's  account.  No  wonder  we  celebrate 
being  saved  by  grace,  not  good  works. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Frederick  A.  Norwood  {The  Story 
of  American  Methodism,  Abingdon 
Press)  draws  on  the  words  of  Thomas 
Jefferson:  "I  tremble  for  my  country, 
when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just;  that  his 
justice  cannot  sleep  forever." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  Israel,  You  are 
also  our  God.  Shape  us  as  You  always 
seek  to  shape  Your  people,  toward  love 
and  justice..." 

June  17,2007 

Text:    Isaiah  1:10-11,1 4-20 
"True  Worship!" 

How  would  you  like  to  start  an  old- 
fashioned  fuss  in  your  church?  You  can 
probably  do  it  by  tampering  with  the 
regular  service  of  worship. 

If  you  usually  sing  from  a  hymnal, 
try  projecting  words  on  a  screen.  If 
you  typically  sing  from  a  screen,  ask 
everyone  to  pick  up  a  hymn  book.  If 
you  enjoy  the  power  of  the  organ,  invite 
a  drummer  and  guitarist  to  provide  the 
Sunday  music.  Or,  if  a  praise  band  is 
your  standard  fare,  announce  that 
the  "opening  music  today  is  Widor's 
'Toccata  from  the  Fifth  Symphony'." 
Leave  off  the  bulletin  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  provide  each  worshiper  with  a 
printed  order  of  service. 

We  get  pretty  serious  about  how 
we  think  God  wants  to  be  worshiped. 
"God  is  with  us  now  so  we  should 
praise  God  in  music  of  today."  "God  is 
the  same  yesterday,  today,  and  forever, 
so  we  should  praise  God  with  the  music 


that  the  ages  have  proved."  You  know 
how  it  goes.  You  can  only  hope  that  the 
squabble  does  not  result  in  blood  on 
the  sanctuary  carpet. 

Enter  Isaiah.  The  prophet  spells  out 
(for  God)  the  kinds  of  worship  that 
make  God  weary  (1: 14).  I  do  okay  with 
the  list  (burnt  offerings  of  rams,  fat  or 
fed  beasts,  blood  of  bulls,  new  moons) 
because  these  are  not  things  that  are  my 
kind  of  worship.  But  all  of  a  sudden, 
Isaiah  brings  the  hammer  home.  "Even 
though  you  make  many  prayers,  I  will 
not  listen"  (1:15).  Oops!  That  sounds 
like  Sunday  morning  where  I  worship! 

Let  us  not  be  confused.  Isaiah  is  not 
speaking  against  prayer!  But  the  prophet 
is  clear:  God  is  worshiped  when  we 
work  for  justice  and  when  we  take  on 
the  cause  of  the  oppressed  and  when 
we  side  with  those  whom  society  would 
leave  without  power  (1:17).  Then  our 
prayers  have  legs  as  well  as  wings! 

There  is  a  word  of  grace  in  the  midst  of 
these  accusations  against  God's  people. 
Repentance  (v.  16)  and  obedience  to 
God  (v.  1 9)  will  be  the  true  worship  of 
God.  And  when  that  happens,  the  red 
rash  of  sin  (v.  18)  is  cleared  up. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  The  Nature  and  Mission  of  the 
Church  (John  Knox  Press),  Donald 
Miller  wrote  "(In  Hebrew  tradition) 
worship  was  not  designed  to  gain  God's 
favor.  It  was  rather  the  glad  recognition 
that  a  gracious  God  had  already  on  His 
own  initiative,  offered  His  favor. . .  (The 
offerings)  were  the  answer  of  (their) 
faith  in  God's  grace.  They  were  a  form 
of  obedience  to  God's  will." 


Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  mercy,  we  come 
because  You  have  come  to  us.  We  hear 
Your  call  to  worship  You  through 
service.  Forgive  us  when  we  try  to 
worship  without  serving  You.  Grant  us 
a  vision  of  hurt  and  need  that  we  might 
respond  with  compassion. . ." 


June  24, 2007 


Text:     Isaiah  55: 1  -3a,  6- 1  I 

"Finding  Satisfaction" 

What  do  you  pick  off  the  table  at 
these  summer  covered  dish  lunches? 
I  seldom  pass  by  a  pimento  cheese 
sandwich,  but  I  almost  always  eschew 
turnip  greens,  no  matter  how  lovingly 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 
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prepared.  Which  do  you  prefer:  red 
velvet  cake  or  banana  pudding?  Ham 
biscuits  or  roast  turkey?  Iced  tea  or  fresh 
lemonade? 

A  lot  of  church  life  revolves 
around  food!  Feasting  is  certainly 
a  biblical  notion.  In  fact,  Jesus 
suggests  that  there  is  a  banquet  in  God's 
coming  kingdom! 

How  about  the  feeding  of  the  5,000? 
How  about  the  men  who  walked 
with  Jesus  on  the  road  to  Emmaus 
recognizing  him  when  he  broke  bread? 
And,  of  course,  our  Lord  used  bread  and 
the  fruit  of  the  vine  to  offer  us  (in  the 
Eucharist)  his  real  presence  even  now. 

In  this  week's  lesson  from  Isaiah,  the 
prophet  describes  a  feast  that  has  great 
food  (55:1)  and  the  bill  has  already  been 
paid.  But  this  image  of  "good  eats"  (an 
apology  to  Alton  Brown  of  the  Food 


Network)  is  only  a  sign  of  what  really 
sustains  us:  listening  to  and  obeying 
God  (55:2,  7). 

All  of  life  is  to  be  lived  under  this  gift 
of  God's  presence:  "thoughts"  (v.  8)  and 
"ways."  Might  we  say,  "Thinking  about 
it  and  doing  it?"  (Do  you  remember 
that  Jesus  said  to  lust  in  one's  heart  is 
the  same  as  committing  adultery?)  Both 
our  thoughts  and  our  actions  are  called 
to  the  same  purity. 

But  God's  thinking  and  God's  doing 
are  beyond  what  we  can  think  or  do 
(v.  9).  So,  is  it  hopeless  to  try  to  live  in 
obedience  to  this  God  whose  thoughts 
and  actions  are  beyond  our  ability? 

No!  Because  God's  word  is  like  a 
magnet  that  goes  forth  and  brings  back 
its  harvest  (v.  11). 

God's  word  comes  to  us,  inviting  us 
into  obedience  (v.  7),  and  we  become 


Coaching  Seminar  continued  from  page  6 


Dr.  Irene  Brownlee,  ibrownlee@ 
nccumc.org.  Electronic  course  materials 
will  be  sent  at  a  later  date.  Information 
is  available  at  www.nccumc.org/ 
academy.htm. 

Griffith  will  be  in  the  NC  Conference 
May  14-16  conducting  one-on-one 
consultations  with  pastors  selected  to 
plant  new  churches. 

The  consultations  with  new  church 
pastors  are  follow-ups  to  previous 
training  taken  at  a  "Basic  Training  for 
New  Church  Pastors"  event.  The  two 
days  of  consultations  and  coaching 
are  sponsored  by  the  Academy  for 
Leadership  Excellence. 


Griffith  spent  the  first  25  years  of  his 
ministry  planting  five  congregations. 
Since  1995  he  has  trained  over  7000 
church  leaders,  planters,  and  their 
coaches,  and  conducted  over  600 
assessments. 

He  provides  consultation  services  to 
45  UM  annual  conferences,  coaches 
15-20  churches  each  year,  and  has 
been  a  major  presenter  at  the  School 
of  Congregational  Development 
sponsored  by  the  UM  General  Boards 
of  Discipleship  and  Global  Ministries. 

*Dr.  Irene  Brownlee  is  executive  director  of 
the  Academy  for  Leadership  Excellence. 


IFIEDS 


GOLDSTON     UNITED  METHODIST 

Church  is  seeking  a  dynamic  individual 
with  vision  to  grow  our  Youth  and 
Children's  ministry  program.  This  is  a 
part  time  position.  If  interested,  please 
contact  the  church  for  additional 
information.  Goldston  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
85,  Goldston,  NC  27252;  Church  phone 
919-898-4523;  Church  email  address 
gumd  85@earthlink.net 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.  Tommy  and  JeanTunstall,  5273 
Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  91 9-934- 
4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min.  NP/ 
NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 


MUSIC       MINISTRY  POSITIONS 

available  June  2007,  Saint  James  United 
Methodist  Church  -  Director  of  Music 
Ministries,  Organist,  and  Adult  Choir 
Director  sought  for  an  established  music 
program.  We  desire  a  spiritually  mature 
individual  with  a  commitment  to  Christ 
and  a  vision  for  worship.  These  are  part- 
time  positions,  which  may  be  combined 
for  approximately  20  hours  each  week. 
Bachelor  of  Music  or  Associate  Degree 
with  experience  working  in  a  church 
music  setting  is  preferred.  The  Organist 
position  requires  proficiency  on  both  the 
organ  (an  Austin  Pipe)  and  piano.  Formal 
training  with  organ  as  a  major  or  minor 
instrument  is  preferred.  Direct  Inquiries 
and  Resumes  to:  Jim  Wilson,  Senior 
Pastor,  Saint  James  United  Methodist 
Church;  211  E.  Saint  James  Street, 
Tarboro,  NC  27886,  stjamesunited@ 
earthlink.net,  252-823-3783  -  phone; 
252-823-5573  -  fax. 


attached  to  God's  will  for  full  love  of 
God  and  full  love  of  neighbor. 

It  is  what  John  Wesley  called 
"perfection."  In  the  final  analysis,  it 
is  not  our  accomplishment,  but  it  is 
our  being  captured  fully  by  the  love 
of  God. 

That's  quite  a  feast. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Emil  Brunner's  Justice  and  the 
Social  Order  (Harper  and  Brothers), 
the  Swiss  theologian  wrote:  "Only  the 


order  of  God  is  infallible.  Even  human 
knowledge  of  the  divine  order  is 
subject  to  error  -  how  much  more  so  its 
application  to  the  particular  problems 
of  the  social  order!" 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Feed  us,  Lord!  Feed  us 
with  Your  Word!  Feed  us  with  Your 
grace!  Bring  our  wills  to  conform  to 
Your  will;  bring  our  hope  to  match 
Your  full  grace. . . " 
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Luncheon  for  New  Retirees; 
St.  Luke  UMC;  Goldsboro 

"Aging  a  Spiritual  Journey, 
Living  Faithfully  in  the 
Fourth  Quarter  of  Life"a  Day 
Apart  for  Older  Adults, 
9am  -  4pm,  Garner  UMC 

CEF  (Christian  Educators 
Fellowship);  Methodist 
Building;  Raleigh; 
12:30pm -2:30pm 

Deadline  for  Annual 
Conference  Resolutions 
to  be  submitted  to  the 
Conference  Secretary 

Mother's  Day  Special 
Offering  for  UM 
Retirement  Homes 
Benevolence  Fund 


TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for  information  on  display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433  or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 


Consultations  on  New 
Church  Plants  with  Rev.  Jim 
Griffith,  Methodist  Building, 
Raleigh;  1-8pm 

1 5  How  to  Develop  a  Coaching 
Ministry;  Edenton  St. 
UMC,  Kerr  Hall,  Raleigh; 
9am-4pm;  registration 
information  on  page  6 

16  Extended  Cabinet 

17-  25  Licensed  Local  Pastors 

Studies  School  (LLPSS); 
NC  Wesleyan  College, 
Rocky  Mount 

17  Appointive  Cabinet 

18-  19  Conference  Spiritual 

Enrichment  Retreat;  1  pm 
Friday-4pm  Saturday;  Jarvis 
Memorial  UMC,  Greenville 

19-  20  Rocky  Mount  District  Basic 

Lay  Speaking  Course; 
Mount  Zion  UMC;  Elm  City 

21      NC  &  Western  NC  Cabinets 
meet  with  The  Duke 
Endowment- 
Duke  University 


9-10  Rocky  Mount  District 
Advanced  Lay  Speaking 
Course;  Mount  Zion  UMC; 
Elm  City 

13-16  Annual  Conference  2007; 
Greenville  Convention 
Center;  Greenville 

1 4  Clergy  Partners  Annual 
Luncheon;  City  Hotel  & 
Bistro;  Greenville 

1 5  Christian  Educators 
Fellowship  luncheon; 
Golden  Corral,  Greenville 
Blvd.,  Greenville 

18-23  Summer  Breakaway; 
Louisburg  College 

23-26  UMW  South  Atlantic 

Regional  School;  Virginia 
Wesleyan;  Norfolk,  VA 

23-30  Appalachian  Trail  Hike 


Elijah  "Eli"  Kim,  son  of  Esther 
Chung-Kim  (RA:  Saint  Andrew) 
and  Steven  Kim  was  born 
March  29. 


LAYFIELD,  Frances,  widow  of 
the  Rev.  Pearce  Hudson  Layfield, 
Jr.,  died  March  17  in  Georgia. 
A  graveside  service  was  held  in 
Waynesville,  NC  on  March  20. 

BRIGMAN,  Ella  Mae,  widow 
of  the  Reverend  Carey  Brigman, 
died  on  April  5.  Her  funeral  was 
held  April  9  at  Straits  UMC 
near  Beaufort. 
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Tabernacle  UMC  -  Polar  plunge  for  Special  Olympics 

The  Polar  Plunge:  Members  of  Tabernacie  UMC  (Maysville)  took  a  chilly  plunge  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  March  to  raise  money  for  the  Onslow  County  Special  Olympics. 
Over  $600  in  donations  were  raised  by  the  Tabernacle  congregation.  The  group 
was  inspired  by  Jake  (standing  in  front  of  the  group)  who  attends  the  church  and 
participates  in  the  Special  Olympics.  He  has  won  several  medals  and  is  a  true  blessing 
to  the  church.  (Photo  by  Gwenn  Dickerson) 


Mighty  Wind  UMC  team 
finds  improvement, 
devastation  in  Mississippi 


In  February,  Mighty  Wind  United 
Methodist  Church  sent  a  missions 
team  to  aid  continuing  post-Katrina 
efforts  on  the  gulf  coast.  Fourteen 
church  members  spent  a  week  in  Pass 
Christian,  Mississippi  working  with 
the  local  United  Methodist  Church 
to  rebuild  homes  in  the  area.  A  team 
from  the  church  had  traveled  to  Pass 
Christian  in  October  2006  to  assist  in 
rebuilding  efforts. 

"This  is  the  first  time  that  I  have 
been  to  the  coast  since  this  horrible 
storm.  .  .  I  have  heard  what  I  am  seeing 
around  town  [Pass  Christian]  is  such  an 
improvement,  but  there  is  still  so  much 
to  do,"  wrote  Steve  Garza  in  Mighty 
Wind  UMC's  online  missions  journal. 

While  in  Mississippi,  team  members 
attended  a  local  Mardi  Gras  parade  and 
were  able  to  tour  the  surrounding  towns 


to  see  improvements  since  Katrina  as 
well  as  the  devastation  that  still  exists. 

The  majority  of  the  team's  time 
focused  on  installing  and  finishing 
drywall  in  two  homes. 

"...  We  were  tired  and  hurt  and 
exhausted,  but  it  was  not  anything  that 
we  couldn't  bear.  It  was  a  good  tired, 
and  what  we  are  doing  for  this  family 
and  their  home  is  well  worth  all  that 
we  will  be  enduring  this  week,"  wrote 
Dianna  Liverman  after  a  long  day  of 
sanding  and  mudding. 

Signs  of  improvement  were  clear 
when  the  group  visited  the  home  of 
Rosie  and  Herbert  Rowles.  The  October 
work  team  had  installed  drywall  in  the 
Rowles'  home.  The  February  team 
returned  for  lunch  and  found  the  house 
looking  almost  new  due  in  large  part  to 
the  help  of  volunteer  groups. 


McMannen  UMC  -  Mission  team  serves  in  Zimbabwe 

McMannen  UMC  in  Durham  sponsored  a  mission  trip  to  Zimbabwe,  Africa.  The 
workteam  built  dining  tables,  cooked  and  served  1000  orphan  children  each  day, 
and  began  building  a  library  for  students  attending  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
mission  school.  Members  of  the  McMannen  work  team  included  (back  row  L  to  R) 
John  Dermott,  Rev.  Chris  Chikoore,  Rev.  Jesse  Staton,  Jim  Modlin,  Jim  Shaw,  (front 
row  L  to  R)  Luann  Beauman,  Keith  Eudy,  Beth  Jenks,  Audrey  Shaw,  Beth  Carlton. 


Invest 


The  UMF  Development  Fund 


Providing  loans  to  United  Methodist 
churches  and  institutions  in  North  Carolina 
and  South  Carolina.  Paying  investors,  like 
you,  a  competitive  return. 


5.0°/ 


Interest  Rate 


For  More  Information  Contact: 
Reverend  P.  Glenn  Kin  ken.  Ill 

1-800-562-7929,  ext  109 

United  Methodist 

FOUNDATION 

accff  Ifttemth  CiaTEfriflrta,  line 
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Vacation  Bible  School  mission  projects 

ZOE  collects  school  kits 


ZOE  Ministry  (Zimbabwe  Orphans 
Endeavor)  is  offering  an  option  for 
local  churches  to  incorporate  in  their 
Vacation  Bible  Study  curriculum. 

ZOE  is  collecting  student  and  teacher 
school  kits  for  orphaned  and  vulnerable 
children  of  Africa. 

The  kits  will  help  supply  them 
with  basic  supplies  needed  for  their 
education. 

To  present  this  mission  opportunity 
to  VBS  classes,  ZOE  VBS  Mission  Kits 
are  available. 

To  receive  a  free  mission  kit,  e-mail 


Beth  Jenks,  beth@zoeministry.org  or 
call  (919)  550-0275. 
Each  kit  contains: 

•  Short,  inspirational,  and 
informational  videos  designed  for 
children  with  music  and  images  of 
African  children 

•  Scripted  dialog  for  daily  mission 
moments  with  prayers 

•  Interactive  object  lessons  about 
ZOE  orphans  in  school 

•  Orphan  stories 

•  Set-up  instructions  for  packing 
school  kits 


Society  of  St.  Andrew  offers  VBS  program  about  hunger 


(UMNS) -Thousands  of  children  attending  Vacation 
Bible  Schools  each  year  learn  what  Jesus  meant  when 
he  said,  "You  give  them  something  to  eat." 

Through  Bible  stories  and  activities  found  in  the 
Society  of  St.  Andrew's  mission  project  package, 
children  learn  there  are  people  who  go  hungry,  even 
in  their  own  town. 

The  children  also  are  given  the  opportunity  to  give 
their  nickels  and  dimes  to  help  feed  their  hungry 
neighbors. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew's  (Advance  #801600) 
annual  2007  VBS  mission  project  package,  "Truckin' 


to  End  Hunger,"  is  available  for  free. 

This  year's  package  is  designed  to  supplement  any 
VBS  program  and  help  kids  learn  about  hunger  in 
America  and  how  Jesus  wants  us  to  help. 

The  mission  project  title  plays  off  of  the  society's 
national  hunger-relief  program  called  the  "Potato 
Project,"  which  salvages  potatoes  that  cannot  be  sold 
because  of  market  factors  and  donates  them  by  the 
tractor-trailer  load  to  agencies  feeding  the  hungry. 

For  more  information,  visit  www.endhunger.org/ 
order_material.htm,  call  Susan  Allen  at  (800)  333- 
4597  or  e-mail  church@endhunger.org. 


EMORY 

CANDLER 

SC  HOOL  OF 

THEOLOGY 


Candler  Welcomes  Dean,  Jan  Love 
Church  Leader.  Teacher.  Administrator.  Innovator. 

Candler  School  of  Theology  is  pleased  to  welcome  Jan  Love  as  its  ninth  dean. 

A  native  of  Alabama  and  daughter  of  a  United  Methodist  Minister,  Love's  work 
on  global  issues  began  as  a  seventeen-year-old  high  school  student  in  the  1970s, 
when  she  was  nominated  to  serve  on  the  denomination's  Board  of  Missions.  In 
1975  she  attended  the  World  Council  of  Churches  (WCC)  meeting  in  Nairobi, 
Kenya,  where  she  was  elected  to  the  organization's  central  committee,  a  position 
she  held  until  1998.  From  1986-2004  she  served  on  the  faculty  of  the  University 
of  South  Carolina  in  the  departments  of  Government  and  International  Studies 
and  Religious  Studies.  Most  recently  she  has  served  the  United  Methodist  Church 
as  chief  executive  of  the  Women's  Division. 

Under  her  leadership,  Candler  School  of  Theology  will  remain  the  intellectually 
vital,  internationally  distinguished,  and  intentionally  diverse  university-based 
school  of  theology  it  is  known  as,  committed  to  educating  ministers,  scholars 
of  religion,  and  other  leaders;  expanding  knowledge  of  religion  and  theology; 
deepening  spiritual  life;  strengthening  the  public  witness  of  churches;  and 
building  upon  the  breadth  of  Christian  traditions,  particularly  the  Wesleyan 
heritage,  for  the  positive  transformation  of  the  church  and  world. 
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1,800  Annual 
Conference 
members  to 
gather  in 
Greenville 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

From  Duck  and  Elon,  Lumberton 
and  Beaufort  and  points  between, 
about  1,800  pastors  and  laypersons 
from  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  will  meet 
for  the  annual  gathering  June  13-16  in 
the  Greenville  Convention  Center. 

The  annual  conference  members 
will  worship,  sing  the  music  of  Charles 
Wesley,  elect  delegates  to  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  take  action 
on  a  proposed  $19.7  million  budget 
and  approximately  12  resolutions,  and 
celebrate  the  ordination  of  new  pastors 
and  the  retirement  of  22  clergy. 

For  the  second  year,  the  annual 
gathering  will  be  held  in  Greenville. 
For  32  years  the  conference  met  in 
Fayetteville.  Where  the  conference  will 
meet  in  2008  will  be  decided  before 
the  2007  meeting  ends.  Proposals  have 
been  received  for  the  meeting  to  be  in 
Fayetteville  or  Greenville. 

Clergy  and  laity  will  hold  separate 
executive    sessions    on  Wednesday 

See  "AC  members  gather,  "page  9 
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L-R:  The  Rev.  Terry  Hunt,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  and  Dr.  Sam  Wynn  gather  for  a  covenant 
service  consecrating  the  partnership  between  Holland's  UMC  and  Circle  of  Christ 
UMC.  Photo  by  Debbie  Love. 

Partnership  formed  to  house 
Native  American  church 
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By  Mike  Jarvis  * 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  led  a  covenant 
service  at  Holland's  UMC  in  Raleigh  on 
February  25,  consecrating  a  partnership 
between  the  Holland's  congregation 
and  the  Circle  of  Christ  UMC  Native 
American  congregation. 

On  February  4,  Circle  of  Christ  began 
holding  worship  services  in  Holland's 
original  sanctuary,  a  move  that  gave 
Circle  of  Christ  a  much-needed  home. 

When  the  Circle  of  Christ  UMC 
opened  its  doors,  it  was  known  as 
the  Triangle  Native  American  UMC. 
Members  worshipped  at  several 
locations  in  the  area  before  signing 
a  lease  for  a  location  in  Garner  that 
expired  in  January  2007. 

Because  of  the  small  size  of  the 
congregation  (about  30-35  members), 
Circle  of  Christ  had  difficulty  meeting 
its  financial  obligations.  Therefore,  in 
the  summer  of  2006,  Circle  of  Christ's 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Terry  Hunt,  met  with 
Bishop  Gwinn  to  discuss  the  future  of 
the  church. 

Great  effort  was  put  into  saving  the 
church  because  Circle  of  Christ  is  the 


first  Native  American  congregation 
started  in  North  Carolina  with  a 
full-time,  seminary-trained  Native 
American  pastor.  No  vacant  UMC 
building  existed  in  the  area,  so  they 
began  exploring  other  options  such 
as  sharing  space  with  another  UMC 
congregation. 

After  consulting  with  Holland's 
senior  pastor,  the  Dr.  Sam  Wynn,  all 
parties  believed  that  Holland's  was  the 
answer.  Because  of  recent  expansion 
and  the  building  of  a  new  sanctuary, 
Holland's  original  sanctuary  was 
available  during  the  Sunday  morning 
worship  hours. 

Since  he  arrived  at  Holland's  in 
June  2005,  Wynn — who  is  Native 
American — has  emphasized  mission 
outreach,  and  the  partnership  with 
Circle  of  Christ  was  a  logical  extension 
of  that  doctrine.  So  after  Holland's 
exploratory  committee  looked  at  the 
effect  on  Holland's  and  its  members, 
including  logistics  such  as  parking,  etc., 
the  committee  recommended  that  the 
partnership  go  forward. 

See  "Churches  form,  "page  5 


Lowry,  Native 
American  DS, 
dies  at  59 

By  Darlene  Jacobs  * 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Lowry,  a  district 
superintendent  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference,  and  the  only  Native 
American  superintendent  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  (SEJ),  died 
May  5.  He  was  59. 

Prior  to  becoming  superintendent 
of  the  Sanford  District,  Lowry,  a 
member  of  the  Lumbee  tribe,  served 
and  supervised  more  than  two  dozen 
local  churches — most  of  them  Native 
American — as  a  pastor  and  cooperative 
parish  director.  He  was  also  a  church 
consultant,  campus  minister,  chaplain 
and  certified  pastoral  counselor  during 
his  25  years  of  professional  ministry. 

Lowry  served  at  least  four  churches 
whose  memberships  and  budgets  more 
than  doubled  under  his  leadership.  The 
most  dramatic  increase,  from  1993  to 
2000,  occurred  at  Seaside  UMC  in 
the  Wilmington  District,  which  grew 
from  221  to  969  members  and  from 
a  $169,000  budget  to  $575,000,  with 
the  addition  of  numerous  outreach 
ministries.  He  also  led  the  founding 
of  West  Robeson  UMC  in  1990  with 
60  members. 

In  the  meantime,  Lowry  served  on 
more  than  75  county,  statewide,  college, 

See  "Lowry,  "page  2 
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Elders  explore  spiritual 
formation  questions 
at  annual  gathering 


Gilbert  named  interim  DS 


By  Mack  McMillan  * 

Approximately  250  Elders  in  Full 
Connection  gathered  for  a  time  of 
fellowship,  worship,  and  nurture  on 
April  23  hosted  by  Nashville  UMC  and 
the  Rev.  Wayne  Hicks. 

The  morning  plenary  explored 
the  difference  between  "Being  in  the 
World  for  God"  and  "Being  in  God  for 
the  World."  The  speaker,  Dr.  Robert 
Mulholland,  professor  of  New  Testament 
Interpretation  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary,  challenged  attendees  to  see 
that  all  actions  should  flow  out  of  a  vital 
relationship  with  Jesus. 

In  this  model,  spiritual  formation 
becomes  essential  because,  he  said,  "the 
world  will  believe  in  Jesus  when  they  see 
Jesus  living  in  us."  Thus,  participants 
examined  a  new  focus  for  discipleship: 
being  in  God  for  the  world. 

Another  aspect  of  the  morning 
presentation  was  Mulholland's 
description  of  the  false  self,  which  he 
equated  with  Paul's  understanding 
as  "life  according  to  the  flesh."  His 
definition  of  the  false  self  was  "a 


pervasive  structure  of  self-referenced 
being."  Further,  Mulholland  urged  his 
listeners  to  follow  Paul's  admonition, 
to  be  "hid  with  Christ  in  God."  This 
reference  to  Colossians  3:3  challenged 
participants  to  evaluate  where  they 
derive  their  primary  identity.  Is  it  in 
Christ?  Is  it  in  race,  gender,  work? 

The  afternoon  focus  was  on  spiritual 
formation  as  a  process.  Mulholland 
defined  spiritual  formation  as  "a  process 
of  being  conformed  to  the  image  of 
Christ  for  the  sake  of  loving  others." 
He  asked  each  to  consider,  "Am  I  more 
loving  than  I  was  a  year  ago?" 

Mulholland  reminded  participants, 
"the  Cross  tells  us  that  God  meets  us  in 
our  brokenness;  we  worship  a  God  of 
cruciform  love." 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  was  the  celebrant  for 
a  closing  service  of  Holy  Communion, 
and  Gene  Berrier  of  Solid  Rock  UMC 
provided  music  leadership  throughout 
the  day. 

*  The  Rev.  Mack  McMillan  is  chair  of the 
Order  of  Elders for  the  NC  Conference  and 
pastor  at  St.  Luke  UMC  in  Laurinburg. 


A  Heartfelt 
Thank  You... 


...to  the  more  than  400 
congregations  that  raised  over 
$155,000  for  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  Sunday  2007.  You  have 
helped  us  make  a  difference  in 
the  world. ..one  child  at  a  time. 
Your  generosity  helps  clothe,  feed 

and  provide  for  children  in  our  care.  Your  gifts  also  support 
our  foster  and  adoptive  parents  who  offer  safe  and  loving 
homes  for  children  across  North  Carolina.  Thank  you. 


In  service  to  God,  Methodist  Home  for  Children  builds  on  the  social,  physical,  emotional, 
and  spiritual  strengths  of  children,  youth,  and  families,  and  affirms  their  worth. 

1.888.305.4321  www.mhfc.org 


Bishop  Al  Gwinn  has  announced 
the  one  year  interim  appointment  of 
Dr.  Milton  Gilbert  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sanford  District  to  fill  the 
vacancy  due  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Jerry 
Lowry  who  died  on  May  5. 

Gilbert  currently  is  serving  as  the 
Goldsboro  District  Superintendent. 
He  was  scheduled  to  retire  at  the 
upcoming  Annual  Conference. 


Dr.  Paul  Leeland,  assistant  to  the 
bishop  and  director  of  ministerial 
relations,  has  been  assisting  with 
superintendent  duties  since  May 
5.  Gilbert  will  continue  his  term  as 
Goldsboro  D.S.  through  June. 

Bishop  Gwinn  announced  in 
April  that  he  was  making  five  new 

See  "Sanford  DS,  "page  13 
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local  church,  district,  conference, 
jurisdictional  and  general  church 
boards,  committees  and  task  forces, 
often  as  chairman  or  vice-chairman. 

In  the  SEJ,  he  was  on  the 
Administrative  Council,  the  Council 
on  Religion  and  Race,  the  Agency 
for  Native  American  Ministries 
(SEJANAM)  and  the  Committee  on 
Native  American  Needs. 

He  was  a  board  member  of  several 
general  church  agencies,  including 
Global  Ministries,  Religion  and  Race, 
and  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
and  he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Native 
American  International  Caucus. 

Born  in  Laurinburg  in  1948,  Lowry 
began  working  as  a  Spanish  teacher 
and  assistant  principal,  starting  the  first 
elementary-school  Spanish  classes  in  the 
state.  He  then  became  self-employed — 
first  as  a  tax  consultant  and  financial 
planner,  then  as  owner  and  operator  of 
several  small  businesses. 

Active  in  local  churches  throughout 
his  life,  he  enrolled 
at  Duke  University 
Divinity  School  and 
was  licensed  to  preach 
in  1981,  graduated  with 
honors  in  1985  and 
was  ordained  an  Elder 
in  1987. 

He  received  an 
Honorary  Doctorate  of 
Humane  Letters  from 
his  alma  mater,  the 
University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Pembroke, 
where  he  also  served  as  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  published 
numerous  articles  in  newspapers, 
journals  and  magazines  and  produced  a 
recording  of  old  hymns  as  a  tribute  to 
the  Native  American  community. 

"Jerry  had  a  single  focus  on  being 
an  effective  person  and  minister  of 
the  gospel,  and  he  accomplished 
those  goals,"  said  the  Rev.  Robert 
Mangum,  former  executive  director  of 
SEJANAM,  who  worked  with  Lowry 
on  many  issues  at  the  local,  conference 
and  national  levels.  "He  loved  God, 
his  family,  his  Lumbee  people  and  all 
people  with  sincerity  and  enthusiasm 
and  had  high  expectations  of  others  to 
live  as  followers  of  Jesus  Christ." 


The  Rev.  Jerry  Lowry 


Lowry  claimed  to  have  discovered 
early  his  life's  purpose  to  be  a  faithful 
servant  of  God.  One  of  his  favorite 
sayings  was,  "Wherever  there  is  a  hell  we 
must  bring  heaven  to  it,  for  we  are  part 
of  the  Kingdom  of  love  and  salvation, 
not  of  destruction  and  condemnation. 
We  are  called  to  usher  in  a  Kingdom 
of  Love." 

"Jerry  Lowry  was  surely  a  leader  sent 
to  us  from  God,"  Bishop  Al  Gwinn 
said.  "Jerry  was  a  level  five  leader  in  his 
skill  sets  and  abilities  and  an  authentic 
Christian  disciple  in  his  humility  and 
Christ-like  Spirit."  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  Lowry  was  serving  in  Bishop 
Gwinn's  cabinet. 

Bishop  Marion  Edwards, 
retired,  appointed  Lowry  a  district 
superintendent  in  2003. 

"I  am  pleased  and  honored  to  have 
placed  Jerry  in  my  cabinet  while  I 
was  presiding  Bishop,"  he  said.  "I 
recognized  right  away  his  enormous 

gifts  and  grace  He  was  a  leader  with 

wonderfully  sound 
judgment  and  was  a 
great  negotiator.  He 
also  was  able  to  motivate 
and  inspire  those  around 
him.  He  was  just  a 
good  man,  and  I  am 
grateful  to  have  played 
a  small  part  in  his 
ministry  and  life." 

Former  SEJANAM 
Executive  Director,  the 
Rev.  Kenneth  Locklear 
lauded  Lowry's  "energy 
and  contagious  hope. 

"He  reflected  great  vision,  leadership, 
passion,  compassion  and  courage  to 
the  church  and  his  people.  All  of  us, 
as  colleagues  and  friends,  are  far  better 
Christians  for  knowing  him,  being 
touched  by  his  tenacity,  love  and  passion 
and  being  part  of  his  journey." 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Lowry  is  survived 
by  his  wife  and  high  school  sweetheart, 
Doreen  Lowry,  two  daughters,  six 
grandsons  and  three  brothers. 

*  Darlene  Jacobs  is  executive  director  o] 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Agency  for 
Native  American  Ministries  (SEJANAM) 
at  Lake  Junaluska  and  a  member  of  Circle 
of  Christ  UMC  in  Raleigh. 
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Small  membership  churches 
are  set  afire  with  possibilities 


"I  witnessed  all  four  of  my  members 
catch  the  fire  of  the  Spirit,  with  one 
accepting  the  Lord.  Through  them,  my 
churches  are  starting  to  light  up,  and 
we  plan  on  fanning  the  flame,"  said  a 
participant  in  a  special  event  held  in 
April  for  small  membership  churches. 

Clergy  and  laity  from  15  small 
membership  churches  of  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference  gathered 
for  a  "Fan  the  Flame"  weekend  with 
many  of  the  members  of  Windsor 
UMC  and  the  Bladen  Charge.  Together 
they  learned  strategies  to  help  grow  and 
revitalize  their 


churches. 

Many  church 
leaders  attend 
conferences  at 
mega-churches 
and  come  back  to 
their  small  com- 
munities wonder- 
ing, "How  could 
it  happen  in  my 
town?" 

That  is  why 
this  retreat  was  located  and  hosted  at 
Windsor  UMC  in  rural  Bladen  County. 
Windsor  is  located  in  Amnion,  North 
Carolina  where  there  are  no  traffic 
lights  and  there  is  no  post  office. 

Despite  the  town's  size,  Windsor 
UMC  is  a  church  averaging  100  in 
worship  attendance.  Ten  years  ago  their 
average  worship  attendance  was  10. 


"I  witnessed  a  side  of 
Methodism  I  thought 
did  not  exist....The  entire 
weekend  was  a  witness  to 
the  power  of  God  working 
in  the  lives  of  Christians 
open  to  the  movement  of 
the  Spirit." 

-  A  participant 


Participants  began  with  a  meal 
on  Friday  night  along  with  worship, 
communion  and  workshops  on  the 
topics  of  "Dynamics  of  the  Small 
Membership  Church,"  led  by  Dr.  Steve 
Compton  and  "Excellence  in  Worship 
in  the  Small  Membership  Church,"  led 
by  the  Rev.  Tim  Reaves. 

On  Saturday,  the  workshops  covered 
the  topics  of  "Discipleship  and  Bible 
Study,"  "Children  and  Youth  Ministry," 
"Sunday  School  and  Bible  School," 
"Developing  a  Missional  Outreach 
Plan,"  and  "Healing  and  Wholeness 
Ministry"   all  led 


by  lay  people  from 
the  Bladen  Charge 
churches. 

The  workshop 
"Faith  Sharing, 
Evangelism  and 
Effective  Preaching" 
was  led  by  Reaves. 

A  dinner  music 


program  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Rev. 
Craig  and  Maria 
Ham  on  Saturday  night  followed  by  a 
"Healing  and  Wholeness"  workshop 
along  with  a  healing  service. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  participants 
experienced  worship  with  the  Windsor 
UMC  after  enjoying  breakfast  at  the 
Soul  Cafe  in  Windsor's  fellowship  hall. 

A  participant  wrote,  "I  witnessed  a 
side  of  Methodism  I  thought  did  not 


Grants  awarded  to  ministries 
addressing  social  concerns 


The     Multicultural  Ministry 
Team  of  the  NC  Conference 
recendy  made  grants  via 
the  Comprehensive  Plan 
of  Inclusiveness  (CPI) 
to  16  programs  for  the 
spring  granting  period. 

CPI  grants  are  given: 

1.  To  strengthen  pro- 
grams    and  projects 
developed  by  one  or  more 
local  church(es)  with  priority 
given  to  ethnic  churches; 

2.  To  provide  seed  money  to 
support  mission  projects  that 
address  social  problems  or 
concerns  as  they  impact  racial/ 
ethnic  persons  and  _  empower 
racial/ethnic  persons; 

3.  To  provide  programs/projects 
for  people  to  work  together 
toward  a  better  understanding 
of  inclusiveness. 

A  total  of  $27,600  was  awarded  to 
the  following  churches: 

♦  Durham  District:  Cristo  Vive, 
Shepherd  House 


•  Fayetteville  District:  Corner- 
stone, Harry  Hosier 

•   New       Bern  District: 
Centenary 

Raleigh  District:  White 
Plains,  Luz  del  Pueblo 
Rockingham  District: 
Ml  Olive,  Beauty  Spot, 
St.  Pauls,  New  Hope, 
Maxton  Circuit 

•  Wilmington  District:  Oleander 
Grants  were  also  given   to  the 

conference  Youth  Ministry  program, 
the  conference  chapter  of  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  and  to 
the  Rockingham  District  Connectional 
Table. 

Submit  requests  for  the  fall  2007 
cycle  by  September  30. 

Applications  and  ministry  ideas 
are  available  at  www.nccumc.org/ 
multiculturalandsocialministries. 
htm. 

Applications  must  be  signed  by 
a  United  Methodist  pastor  and  a 
district  superintendent;  no  faxed 
applications  will  be  accepted. 


Fan  the  Flame  was  designed  by  the  Rev.  Tim  Reaves  to  support  small  membership 
churches.  Participants  learned  strategies  to  help  grow  and  revitalize  their  churches. 


exist.  I  was  moved  by  the  freedom  of 
worship,  the  vibrancy,  and  vitality  of 
the  worshippers.  The  entire  weekend 
was  a  witness  to  the  power  of  God 
working  in  the  lives  of  Christians  open 
to  the  movement  of  the  Spirit." 

Another  participant  said,  "It  was  an 
awesome  experience  to  have  our  eyes 
opened  to  the  possibilities  for  new  life 
and  growth  in  the  small  membership 
church!" 

Fan  the  Flame  was  designed  by  the 
Reaves  for  his  Doctor  in  Ministry 
Project  at  Hood  Theological  Seminary. 

Reaves  stated,  "We  have  dreamed  for 
a  while  about  doing  something  like  this 
and  the  Doctor  of  Ministry  Program  at 


Hood,  the  NC  Conference  Office  of 
Congregational  Development,  Windsor 
UMC,  and  the  other  two  churches  of  the 
Bladen  Charge  (Bethlehem  UMC  and 
Live  Oak  UMC)  made  it  possible." 

A  participant  described  Fan  the  Flame 
as  one  of  the  greatest  events  they  had 
ever  attended. 

The  participant  who  accepted  the  Lord 
was  baptized  and  joined  that  congregation 
the  next  Sunday. 

There  are  plans  to  provide  another 
Fan  the  Flame  event  next  spring. 

For  more  information  about  the 
program,  contact  the  Rev.  Tim  Reaves 
via  email  at  treaves@nccumc.org  or  call 
(910)  866-5117. 


Ben 


Hometown:  Oak  Island,  N.C. 

Ben  Roberts  is  holding  that  cross  for  many 
reasons.  Greensboro  College  has  been  a  College 
of  the  Church  since  her  founding  in  1838 
and  even  though  you  do  not  have  to  be 
Methodist  to  be  a  student  or  to  work 
here,  we  do  have  a  beautiful  chapel  on 
campus  that  is  under  the  direction  of  a 
Methodist  minister  ...  and  an  assistant. 
Meet  Ben,  the  assistant  to  the  minister 
of  the  college. 

Ben  knows  some  things  about  ministry, 
in  that  his  father  is  a  Methodist  pastor 
in  Oak  Island,  N.C.  Ben  is  determined 
that  he  will  go  to  divinity  school 
after  he  graduates  from 
Greensboro  College. 

As  the  assistant  to  the  minister, 
Ben  —  a  religious  studies  major  — 
assists  with  the  weekly  services 
and  with  ail  kinds  of  religious 
life  activities. 


GREENSBORO  COLLEGE 

815  West  Market  Street,  Greensboro,  NC  27401  •www.gborocollege.edu  •  800  346.8226 


Page  4 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


June  2007 


Long-term  missionary 
recruitment  efforts  increased 


letters  to  the 


UMNS  -  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  launching  a  long-term 
missionary  recruitment  campaign. 

"We  need  missionaries,"  the  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day  told  directors  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  the 
mission  agency's  semi-annual  meeting 
in  Stamford,  CT  in  April.  Rev.  Day 
is  chief  executive  of  the  international 
mission  and  service  agency. 

The  campaign  theme  is:  "The  Face 
of  Today's  Missionary:  Is  It  Yours?" 
Personnel  are  needed  for  work  in 
evangelism,  church  development, 
education,  medical  care,  agriculture, 
legal  services,  and  financial 
administration.  Most  assignments  are 
outside  the  United  States. 

"Our  recruitment  initiative  is  quite 
broad,"  Day  said.  "It  covers  regular,  or 
'standard  support,'  missionaries  as  well 
as  persons  in  special  categories,  including 
short-term  young  adult  service, 
Hispanic  ministries,  and  our  Church 
and  Community  Workers  program.  It 
also  includes  a  new  category,  Global 
Health  Missionaries,  which  is  currently 
focused  on  sub-Saharan  Africa." 

Extensive  information  on  the 
recruitmentcampaignandqualifications 


is  available  in  five  languages  on  the  Web 
site  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  at  www.ummissionaries. 
org.  The  languages  are  English,  French, 
Korean,  Portuguese,  and  Spanish. 

Day  pointed  to  the  multilingual 
approach  of  the  recruitment  campaign. 
"We  are  an  international  mission  agency 
and  we  are  looking  for  missionaries 
from  throughout  our  connection." 

He  indicated  that  there  is  no 
numerical  goal  for  the  campaign. 
"While  we  need  new  personnel  in  the 
immediate  future,  we  are  thinking  long- 
range.  We  need  to  cultivate  people  with 
a  mission  call,  to  help  young  people 
make  the  educational  choices  that  will 
equip  them  for  mission,  and  to  identify 
existing  professionals  who  may  want  to 
use  their  talents  and  skills  in  missionary 
service." 

Four  years  ago,  financial  shortfalls 
resulted  in  a  slow  down  of  new 
missionary  recruitment  and  placement. 
The  fewer  numbers  in  a  three  year 
period,  especially  among  standard 
support  missionaries,  increased  the 
impact  of  retirements  in  2006  and 

See  "Missionary,  "page  14 


Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Since 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


EDITORS 


Camping  experiences  were  "life  improving" 

To  the  Editor, 

The  issue  featuring  the  Camping  programs  (January  2007  issue)  brought  back 
a  lot  of  pleasant  memories.  I  started  in  the  camping  program  before  we  had  our 
own  camps  (1946-47).  My  two  years  (before  high  school)  were  at  Camp  Forest  in 
the  Cheraw  State  Park  in  South  Carolina.  Upon  entering  high  school,  the  site  was 
Louisburg  College.  These  were  life  improving  experiences. 

Some  of  the  people  I  have  never  forgotten  though  I've  only  seen  one 
(T.  J.  Whitehead)  since  1950:  T.  J.  Whitehead,  Troy  Barrett,  and  "Fonnie"  Vereen, 
and  of  course,  C.  P.  Morris.  I  also  remember  two  fellow  campers,  Millie  Odum 
and  Billy  Quick. 

We  made  sure  our  sons  had  my  experiences  at  Chestnut  Ridge  and  Don  Lee. 
Thanks  for  the  fond  memories, 
Maxwell  Way,  Jr.,  Graham 


Why  not  sponsor  an  "Alcohol  Free  Sabbath?" 

To  the  Editor, 

A  "Smoke  Free  Sabbath"  is  a  fine  idea  (May  2007  issue),  and  I  hope  it  helps 
many  people  stop  smoking  or  even  better  never  start.  But  how  many  traffic  fatalities 
and  other  accidents  are  caused  by  people  smoking?  How  many  spouses  are  beaten, 
children  abused,  and  homes  broken  by  people  smoking? 

Cigarette  smokers  die  of  lung  and  throat  cancer.  Alcohol  drinkers  die  of  liver 
failure,  brain  damage,  and  impaired  judgment  leading  to  accidents  that  can  be  fatal 
to  themselves  and  others. 

So  why  not  sponsor  an  "Alcohol  Free  Sabbath"  to  encourage  people  to  stop 
drinking  alcohol,  or  better  yet  never  start? 

Is  it  because  there  are  more  people  drinking  alcohol  than  smoking  tobacco, 
including  people  in  our  churches,  as  in  popular  culture? 

Is  it  because  smoking  is  no  longer  politically  correct,  but  drinking  alcohol  is  not  only 
politically  correct,  ir  is  shown  favorably  in  a  large  number  of  TV  shows  and  movies? 

While  tobacco  products  are  allowed  virtually  no  advertisement,  the  alcohol 
industry  is  now  able  to  advertise  not  only  beer  but  hard  liquor,  including  wrapped 
chocolates  shaped  like  small  liquor  bottles,  with  actual  liquors  inside,  clearly  made 
to  attract  young  people, 

I  don't  have  the  backing  or  resources  of  the  NC  Conference  Commission  on 
Church  and  Society,  NC  Council  of  Churches  or  NC  Alliance  for  Health.  But  if  we 
can  have  a  "Smoke  Free  Sabbath"  over  Memorial  Day  weekend,  I  challenge  us  to  an 
"Alcohol  Free  Sabbath"  over  Labor  Day  Weekend  2007. 

The  Rev.  Victor  Galipi,  Bailey,  NC 

Letters  to  the  editor  guidelines 


Letters  should  be  a  maximum  of  250 
words,  contain  the  writer's  name, 
address,  church,  and  phone  number, 
and  must  be  received  by  the  5th  of 
the  month  prior  to  publication.  Send 
submissions  electronically  in  MS  Word 
format  to  bnorton@nccumc.org. 


Letters  attacking  individuals  or  groups 
or  containing  offensive  language, 
violating  privacy,  affecting 
appointability,  or  infringing  on 
confidentiality  will  not  be  published. 
The  Editor  reserves  the  right  to 
determine  if  a  letter  will  be  published. 
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Churches  advised  to  avoid  involvement  in  partisan 
campaigns;  IRS  enforcing  non-profit  limitations 


Church  endorsement  of 
or  opposition  to  political 
candidates  risks  loss  of 
tax-exempt  status 


By  Linda  Green 


election  season 


UMNS  -  As 
intensifies  and  politicians  line  up  at 
the  church  door  to  shake  hands  and 
stump  for  their  campaigns,  an  attorney 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church 
advises  churches  and  clergy  against 
endorsing  or  opposing  candidates  for 
elected  office. 

"Churches  should  take  stands  on 
appropriate  issues,  but  it  cannot  be 
a  substantial  part  of  their  ministry," 
said  Jim  Allen,  general  counsel  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration. 

In  the  United  States, 
candidates  from  all 
political  parties  often  are 
seeninpulpitsorat  church 
functions  delivering 
their  messages  or  seeking 
endorsements. 

However,  after  inves- 
tigating numerous 
complaints  of  inappro- 
priate political  activity 
by  nonprofits  during  the 
2004  presidential  campaign,  the  U.S. 
Internal  Revenue  Service  has  stepped 
up  efforts  to  enforce  laws  that  limit 
churches  and  charities  from  involve- 
ment in  partisan  campaigns. 

In  2005,  the  IRS  warned  churches  and 
nonprofits  that  political  campaign  activism 
could  endanger  their  tax-exempt  status. 

The  tax  agency  unveiled  its  Political 


"Churches  should 
take  stands  on 
appropriate  issues, 
but  it  cannot  be  a 
substantial  part  of 
their  ministry." 

-Jim  Allen,  general 

counsel,  UM  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration 


Activity  Compliance  Initiative  to 
expedite  investigation  of  claims  of 
improper  campaigning  in  churches. 

Thus,  the  IRS  no  longer  is  waiting  to 
probe  a  church's  activities  after  it  files 
an  annual  tax  return  or  for  the  end  of 
a  tax  year. 

A  three-member  committee  reviews 
complaints  and  votes  whether  to 
investigate. 

Tax  code  enforcement 

The  restriction  for  churches  engaging 
in  political  activism  is  not  based  on  the 
First  Amendment  clause  that  is  the 
basis  for  separation  of  church  and  state, 
but  rather  the  result  of  a  1954  Tax 
Code  provision. 

The  provision  was  championed  by 
then-US.  Sen.  Lyndon  Johnson  as  a 
way  to  stop  political  rivals  from  using 
nonprofits  to  campaign 
against  him. 

The  restriction  has 
been  amended  to  ban 
opposing  political 
candidates  as  well. 

In  the  early  years,  the 
IRS  did  not  seriously 
enforce  the  provision 
but  periodically  issued 
guidelines  for  churches 
and  political  activity. 
A  2006  IRS  guide 
is  designed  to  clearly  define  the  role 
that  churches,  hospitals,  universities 
and  other  entities  can  play  in  political 
matters. 

It  states  the  rules  are  "not  intended 
to  restrict  free  expression  on  political 
matters"  by  organizational  leaders 
who  speak  for  themselves  as  long  as 
they  say  that  they  are  not  speaking 


Churches  form  partnership  from  page  i 


After  discussions  with  District 
Superintendent  Edward  Hill  II,  it 
was  brought  before  the  Holland's 
congregation  at  a  Charge  Conference, 
and  then  unanimously  approved  by  the 
Church  Council. 

As  a  result,  Circle  of  Christ  UMC 
members  began  worshipping  in  Holland's 
original  sanctuary,  and  the  partnership 
was  blessed  at  the  covenant  service. 

Since  no  appropriate  covenant 
service  format  existed,  Wynn  and  Hunt 
developed  their  own  incorporating  the 
Wesley  Covenant. 

The  service  can  now  be  used  as  a  model 
for  any  future  similar  partnerships. 

At  the  service,  the  two  congregations 
exchanged  baptismal  bowls  and  basins 
as  symbols  of  their  partnership  in 
ministry. 


Holland's  members  have  embraced 
the  Circle  of  Christ  congregation 
and  intentionally  welcomed  them  to 
participate  in  Holland's  activities  as 
they  desire. 

Circle  of  Christ  has  a  place  to  meet 
and  feel  at  home,  and  the  members 
of  Hollands  are  living  the  United 
Methodist  belief  of  "Open  Hearts. 
Open  Minds.  Open  Doors." 

*  Mike  Jarvis  is  a  Missions  Committee 
Member,  Hollands  UMC,  Raleigh. 
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on  behalf  of  their  group. 

The  guide  also  makes  clear  that,  under 
501(c)(3)  of  the  IRS  code,  violating 
such  prohibitions  "may  result  in  denial 
or  revocation  of  tax-exempt  status  and 
the  imposition  of  certain  excise  taxes"  - 
issues  of  obvious  importance  to  churches 
and  other  charitable 
organizations. 

"The  mission 
of  our  church  is  to 
make  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ,"  said 
Allen.  "We  try  to 
maximize  the  church's 
resources  to  fulfill 
our  mission,  and 
one  way  we  do  that  is 
by  legally  minimizing 
our  income  tax 
burden." 

What's 
allowed, 
what's  not 

Allen  said  clergy 
should  avoid  political 
activism  from  the 
pulpit.  "My  first  piece 
of  advice  would  be  to 
not  invite  candidates 
to  speak  in  the  pulpit, 
if  the  church  is  in  the  U.S.,"  he  said. 

Any  statement  that  is  interpreted  as 
either  endorsing  or  opposing  a  candidate 
is  against  IRS  guidelines,  regardless  of 
whether  a  name  is  mentioned. 

For  instance,  a  pastor  declaring 
that  "all  good  Christians  should  go  to 
the  polls  and  vote  for  the  Christian 
candidate"  would  be  improper  if  one 


candidate  is  known  to  be  a  Christian 
and  the  other  is  not,  he  said. 

The  prohibition  extends  beyond  the 
pulpit  into  other  church-sponsored 
events.  "It  does  not  matter  if  the 
activity  is  in  the  pulpit,  fellowship  hall, 
the  vestibule  or  newsletter,"  Allen  said. 

"It  also  does  not  matter 
whether  the  person 
doing  or  permitting  the 
endorsement  on  behalf  of 
the  church  is  the  pastor  or 
a  member." 

Churches  and  tax- 
exempt  organizations 
can  hold  voter  education 
activities,  including  public 
forums  and  publishing 
voter  education  guides, 
if  conducted  in  a 
nonpartisan  manner. 

They  also  may 
encourage  people  to 
register    to    vote    in  a 


nonpartisan  manner. 
The    guide  cautions 


An  attorney  for  The  United 
Methodist      Church  says 

churches  in  the  United  States  churches  and  nonprofits 

must  take  great  care  in  how  aDout  tneir  use  or~  the 

they  use  the  pulpit  on  political  World  Wide  Web  as  well, 

matters  and  during  election  "If    an  organization 

seasons,  umns  photo  Mike  DuBose.  posts  something  on  its 

Web  site  that  favors  or 
opposes  a  candidate  for  public  office, 
the  organization  will  be  treated  the  same 
as  if  it  distributed  printed  material,  oral 
statements  or  broadcasts  that  favored  or 
opposed  a  candidate,"  the  guide  states. 

The  same  is  true  for  any  links  listed 
on  a  church  Web  site,  even  if  the  church 

See  "Churches  and 
partisan  politics,  "page  6 


It  was  then  that  Daddy  told  me  to  go  out  and  get  the 
pony.  Leaning  his  crutches  against  the  wall,  my 
father  hobbled  out  onto  the  porch.  He  took  the 
pony's  reins  and  coaxed  him  up  onto  the  porch  and  right 
up  to  the  door  of  the  living  room.  It  wasn't  until  the  po- 
ny's front  hooves  touched  the  floor  inside  the  house  and 
Mamma  shouted.  '"Marvin!"  that  Donald  looked  up. 

-  "THE  CHRISTMAS  PONY" 

Stories  of  the  Seasons 

Reflections  of  Faith 

by  Rev.  M.  Francis  Daniel 

Now  available  for  purchase. 
www.storiesoftheseasons.com 
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Two  from  North  Carolina  commissioned 
for  ministries  of  love,  justice,  service 


UMNS  -  A  deaconess  and  a  home 
missioner  from  North  Carolina  were 
among  the  1 1  new  deaconesses  and 
home  missioners  commissioned  for 
Christian  service  through  The  United 
Methodist  Church  at  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Deaconesses  are  women  and  home 
missioners  are  men  who  engage  in  min- 


istries of  love,  justice,  and  service  in  the 
U.S.  They  often  work  in  under-served 
communities. 

The  office  of  deaconess  in  Methodism 
goes  back  to  the  late  1 9th  century. 

The  home  missioner  position,  created 
by  the  2004  General  Conference, 
provides  opportunity  for  men  to  take 
part  in  the  diaconal  movement. 


Gary  Locklear 


UMF  honors  dedication  of 
board  members,  directors 


By  Julie  Brown  * 

Several  of  those  dedicated  to  the 
successful  stewardship  ministry  of 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  Inc. 
were  honored  at  the  Foundations 
annual  meeting  in  May. 

•  Board  members  Randolph  R.  Few 
and  Thomas  E.  Chandler  were 
recognized  for  25  consecutive 
years  of  service  on  the  board. 
Executive  Director,  Lynn  James, 
called  it  a  "privilege  and  rare 
opportunity  for  a  volunteer  board" 
for  members  to  serve  that  length 
of  time. 

•  Former  Executive  Vice  President, 
Dr.  John  Bergland,  was  recog- 
nized for  his  work  at  UMF  and 
his  vision  of  the  foundation's  poten- 
tial. Bergland  said  when  he  served 
at  UMF  in  the  early  1980s  it  was 
almost  "from  scratch,"  and  noted 
that  currendy  UMF's  investment 
partnership  with  churches  and 
institutions  is  valued  at  just  under 
$100  million  dollars. 


•  The   Rev.    Douglas   L.  Byrd, 
executive  director  of  UMF  from 
1985  to  1999  was  recognized 
for  his  steward  leadership  helping 
the  board  of  directors  expand 
UMF's  services  to  include  500 
investment  partner  accounts  and 
$68  million  in  assets  over  his  14 
years  of  service. 
James  and  W.  Daniel  Pate,  board 
of  directors   president,   made  the 
presentations  which  included  UMF's 
50th    anniversary  commemorative 
medallions  created  by  the  late  North 
Carolina  artist,  Frank  Creech. 

Since  1955,  UMF  has  provided 
socially  responsible  investment 
management  and  planned  giving 
education  for  the  NC  Conference. 

The  foundation  currently  handles 
almost  800  accounts  for  over  300 
churches,  individuals,andinstitutions. 
For  more  information,  visit  UMF's 
Web  site  at  www.umf-nc.org. 

*  Julie  Brown  is  administrative  assistant 
for  United  Methodist  Foundation. 


Deaconesses 
and  home  mis- 
sioners are  mem- 
bers of  annual 
(regional)  confer- 
ences and  collectively  form  a  communi- 
ty of  service  and  mutual  support.  The 
two  from  NC  are: 

•  Gary  Locklear,  from  Pembroke, 
who  is  already  serving  as  a  Church 
and  Community  Worker  at  the 
Native  American  Cooperative 
Ministry.  He  is  a  lifelong  member 
of  Sandy  Plains  UMC.  Locklear 
becomes  the  third  home  missioner 
commissioned  since  the  position 
was  created. 

•  Melba  McCallum,  director  of  the 
Rockingham 
District 
Cooperative 
Ministry.  A 
native  North 
Carolinian, 
she  is  active 
in  New 
Hope  UMC 
in  Rowland. 

Others  commissioned  are  in  ministry 
through  a  variety  of  areas  including: 
teacher  and  multi-ministry  educator, 
director  of  resource  development  for  a 
community  agency,  literacy  specialist  a 
public  library,  psychiatric  social  worker 
assisting  clients  with  mental  illness  and 
substance  abuse  disorders,  and  crisis 
intervention  worker  for  domestic  abuse 
situations.  They  will  serve  throughout 
the  U.S.  including  New  York,  Kentucky, 
Virginia,  Georgia,  Missouri,  and 
Washington. 

As  part  of  the  service,  the  deaconesses 
and  home  missioner  received  the 
historic  "laying  on  of  hands." 


Melba  McCallum 


NCASA  MEN'S  STATE  CHURCH  SOFTBALL 
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Entry  Deadline:  Monday,  July  30 

Double  Elimination  Tournaments 

Call  Aubrey  Clayton  at  (919)  469-4063  or  email 
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Churches  and 
partisan  politics 

continued  from  page  5 

has  no  control  over  the  content  of  the 
linked  site. 

A  church  is  responsible  for  the 
consequences  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  that  link  and  may  reduce 
its  risk  by  monitoring  the  linked  content 
and  adjusting  the  links  accordingly. 

The  church's  stance 

The  United  Methodist  Church's 
stance  on  political  activism  can  be 
found  in  its  Social  Principles  and  its 
Book  of  Resolutions. 

The  Social  Principles  speak  to  human 
issues  in  the  contemporary  world  from 
a  political  and  theological  foundation. 

Its  section  called  "The  Political 
Community"  says  the  church  must  hold 
governments  responsible  for  protecting 
the  rights  of  people  to  fair  and 
free  elections. 

It  also  says  that  the  church  should 
continually  "exert  a  strong  ethical 
influence  upon  the  state,  by  support- 
ing policies  and  programs  deemed  to  be 
just  and  opposing  policies  and  programs 
that  are  unjust." 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  addresses  a 
wide  range  of  social  issues  and  concerns 
and  says  churches  have  the  right  and 
duty  to  speak  and  act  corporately  on 
matters  of  pubic  policy  involving  basic 
moral  or  ethical  issues  and  questions. 

In  the  wake  of  the  divisive  2004 
elections,    many    Christian  leaders 
expressed  that 
the  church  „ 

must  guard  its 
autonomy  in 
political  matters 
so  as  not  to 
distract  from  its 
primary  mission 
of  proclaiming 
Jesus  Christ 
to  the  world, 
making  disciples 
and  serving  as  an 
agent  of  love,  peace  and  forgiveness. 

Allen  advises  churches  to  understand 
clearly  the  IRS  guidelines  and  to  seek 
legal  counsel  when  faced  with  issues 
that  could  violate  those  guidelines. 

Also,  while  no  United  Methodist 
church  has  had  its  tax-exempt  status 
revoked,  the  pastor  and  elected 
local  church  leadership  should 
respond  quickly  to  any  complaint  of 
inappropriate  political  activism. 

Allen  acknowledges  that  it  is  a 
difficult  tightrope  to  walk,  but  an 
important  one  -  both  for  the  purposes 
of  following  U.S.  law  and  staying  true 
to  the  church's  core  mission. 

*  Linda  Green  is  a  United  Methodist  News 
Service  news  writer  based  in  Nashville, 
Tennessee. 


Jim  Allen, 
general  counsel 
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Where  there  is  a  church 
steeple  or  a  cross  and  a  flame, 
United  Methodists  in  North 
Carolina  work  as  servants  of 
the  Risen  Christ. 

The  church  and  the  mission  of  the  king- 
dom continue  to  be  under  construction  —  a 
work  in  process  under  the  providential  love 
and  guidance  of  God. 

Gathering  in  Greenville,  Annu- 
al Conference  participants  will  celebrate 

"Working  in  the  light  of  God.  "  This  third 

year  of  the  quadrilateral  theme  is  a  reminder 
to  "work  till  Jesus  comes. " 

Mission  teams  travel  from  the  NC  Confer- 
ence to  work  and  rebuild  homes  for  victims  of 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Others  travel  to  Africa, 
Costa  Rica  and  to  the  far  reaches  of the  world 
to  offer  light  and  hope  to  the  suffering. 

Here  at  home  groups,  large  and  small, 
glean  to  provide  food  for  the  hungry.  They 
bag  food  and  supplies  to  be  sent  throughout 
the  world.  Local  churches  host  homeless  fam- 
ilies in  their  facilities  while  others  provide 
soup  kitchens. 

This  work  springs  forth  from  the  Word  of 
God  and  from  the  Table  around  which  all 
gather.  Spirited  hymns,  inspired  preaching, 
Biblical  teaching  shape  the  people. 

At  Annual  Conference,  participants  ac- 
knowledge the  need  to  worship,  study,  and 
conduct  the  business  of  church. 

Then,  they  scatter  into  the  places  where 
they  were  called  to  work  and  serve  in  the 
name  of  Christ. 


General  conference  information 


Parking  for  Annual  conference  members  is  available 
in  front  of,  beside  or  behind  the  Greenville  Convention 
Center.  The  rear  parking  lot  is  accessible  to  both  the 
Hilton  and  the  Convention  Center. 

Annual  Conference  registration  is  located  inside  the 
front  entrance  area.  Exhibits  and  displays  will  along 
both  sides  of  the  main  corridor.  Early  morning  Holy 
Communion  will  be  held  in  Hilton  Ballroom  C. 

Wednesday  morning,  the  Lay  Executive  Session  will 
be  held  in  Convention  Center  sections  A  and  B,  and 
the  Clergy  Executive  Session  will  be  in  sections  D  and 
E.  During  the  lunch  break,  the  partitions  dividing  the 
sections  will  be  removed  so  the  entire  floor  space  can 
be  used  for  the  Annual  Conference. 

Concession  stands  on  both  sides  of  the  Convention 
Center  will  offer  food  and  beverages.  See  "Several 
dining  options  available"  on  page  1 0  for  a  concession 
stand  menu  and  information  on  breakfast,  lunch  and 
dinner  options. 

The  Cokesbury  Bookstore  can  be  reached  by  walking 
down  the  corridor  connecting  the  Convention  Center 
with  the  Hilton  Hotel.  Look  for  Ballrooms  E  and  E 
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Delegates  to  General,  SEJ  Conferences  to  be  elected 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Election  of  delegates  to  General  anct  Jurisdictional 
Conference  will  be  one  of  the  responsibilities  of 
Annual  Conference  members  meeting  June  13-16  in 
Greenville.  The  elections  are  held  every  four  years. 

Ten  lay  and  10  clergy  delegates  will  be  elected  to 


Bishops  call 
for  diversity  in 
delegate  election 

Expressing  their  commitment  to  increasing 
the  ethnic  diversity  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  College  of  Bishops  of  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  has  issued  a  letter 
calling  for  the  election  of  delegates  that  represent 
diversity. 

"During  the  election  of  delegates  to  General 
Conference  and  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
we  urge  the  election  of  leaders  who  represent 
the  diversity  of  our  membership  and  our 
population,"  the  College  of  Bishops  said. 

"We  counsel  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  to 
nominate  to  boards  and  agencies  persons  who 
reflect  our  diversity.  We  also  encourage  all  of  the 
delegates  who  will  be  electing  bishops  to  talk 
with  one  another  about  how  race  is  a  power 
that  affects  the  way  they  view  candidates  for 
the  episcopacy  and  how  it  affects  the  dynamics 
of  the  electoral  process,  so  that  through  more 
honest  and  empathetic  conversation  the  role 
of  race  may  be  put  in  its  appropriate  place  in 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  life  of  the 
Jurisdictional  Conference." 

The  letter  concludes  with  the  bishops 
saying  "We  commit  ourselves  to  more  effective 
leadership  as  bishops  to  strengthen  the 
evangelical  zeal  and  prophetic  witness  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  making  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  all  peoples  and  to  include 
all  peoples  in  the  life  and  leadership  of  the 
church." 


attend  the  2008  General  Conference.  An  additional 
10  lay  and  10  clergy  will  be  elected  to  join  the  General 
Conference  delegates  as  delegates  to  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  The  selection  of  five  lay  and 
five  clergy  alternates  will  complete  the  process. 

A  major  responsibility  of  General  Conference  is 
deciding  the  contents  of  the  Discipline,  the  church's 
book  of  laws,  and  to  speak  for  the  church.  Jurisdictional 
conference  is  where  bishops  are  elected. 

Forty  information  sheets  submitted  by  laypersons 
who  would  like  to  be  considered  for  election  have  been 
printed  and  distributed  in  a  book  for  lay  members. 

A  similar  process  has  been  followed  for  over  20 
years.  In  2003,  the  book  contained  28  names,  and  in 
1 999  there  were  3 1 . 

For  the  first  time  this  year,  deacons  and  elders  in 
full  connection  who  would  like  to  be  considered  for 
election  have  submitted  information  included  in  a 
clergy  nomination  book. 

There  are  70  information  sheets  in  the  book  and 
the  back  of  the  book  includes  a  list  of  eligible  elders 
and  deacons. 

For  a  layperson  to  be  qualified  for  election  they 
must  be  an  active  participant  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  for  four  years 
before  the  election,  be  a 
member  of  their  current 
UMC  for  two  years 
before  election,  and  be 
members  of  a  local  church 
in  the  conference  where 
elected  during  the  time  of 
General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences. 

Clergy  who  are  elders 
in  full  connection  or 
deacons  in  full  connection 
are  eligible  for  election. 

The  first  ballot  is 
handwritten,  and  other 
ballots  will  be  taken  on  a 
"scantron"  card. 

Each  person  voting 
will  write  10  names  on 
the  first  ballot. 

Clergy  will  only  vote  for  clergy  and  laity  will  only 
vote  for  laity. 

A  number  will  be  assigned  to  anyone  receiving  10 


or  more  votes.  The  designated  number  will  be  used  to 
vote  for  a  specific  person  on  later  ballots. 

Any  eligible  clergy  or  laity  getting  10  votes  will 
receive  a  number.  An  election  takes  place  when 
an  individual  receives  over  50%  of  the  valid 
ballots  cast. 

There  were  several  "firsts"  during  the  election  in 
2003.  Ten  lay  persons  were  elected  on  the  first  ballot 
and  one  clergy  was  elected.  Laity  took  six  ballots  to 
elect  the  lay  delegates  and  clergy  took  17  ballots  to 
complete  the  election.  In  1999,  13  lay  ballots  and  20 
clergy  ballots  were  needed. 

In  past  elections,  the  full  delegation  has  met  at  the 
site  of  annual  conference  after  the  conference  ends. 
Leadership  in  the  delegation  has  been  clergy  one  year 
and  laity  the  next. 

If  tradition  is  followed,  the  first  elected  clergy  person 
will  be  selected  to  chair  the  delegation.  The  vice  chair 
will  be  the  first  laity  elected. 

The  2008  General  Conference  will  be  held  in  Fort 
Worth,  TX  April  23-May2.  The  SEJ  Conference  will 
be  held  July  15-19,  2008  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  NCC  Christian  Advocate  editor. 
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2007  delegates  will  vote  on  location 
for  2008  Annual  Conference 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

The  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  could  meet 
in  one  of  two  locations  in  2008,  depending  on  which 
proposal  conference  members  select. 

Church  law  says  the  bishop  sets  the  annual 
conference  dates  but  the  conference  itself  decides  the 
location.  "We  have  two  proposals  for  locations  next 
year:  Cumberland  County  Coliseum  Complex  and 
Greenville  Convention  Center,"  said  Jerry  Bryan, 
conference  secretary. 

The  annual  meeting  had  been  held  in  Fayetteville 
for  32  years.  Two  years  ago  the  conference  voted  to 
move  the  meeting  to  different  locations  and  hold  it  in 
Greenville  for  2006  and  2007. 

"Where  we  can  meet  is  limited  to  locations  that 
can  accommodate  over  2000  conference  members," 
Bryan  said. 


"We  looked  at  each  proposal  and  compared  them 
in  comparable  ways  to  meet  Wednesday-Saturday.  The 
Greenville  proposal  is  $18,900,  including  the  tables 
and  setup  we  are  using  this  year.  The  Fayetteville 
proposal  is  $21,000  with  meeting  in  the  Crown 
Theatre  and  Cokesbury  in  the  Arena,  as  was  the  case 
the  last  time  we  met  in  Fayetteville." 

The  sound  system,  wide-screens,  video  projectors, 
cameras  and  related  equipment  is  an  additional  $20- 
22,000  as  it  is  now,  Bryan  said. 

There  will  be  a  time  during  the  conference  that 
the  proposals  will  be  presented.  It  was  not  clear  at 
the  printing  deadline  when  the  proposals  would  be 
discussed,  if  the  discussion  would  take  place  one  day 
and  a  vote  being  taken  the  next  day,  or  if  voting  would 
be  in  conjunction  with  the  discussion. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  NCC  Christian  Advocate  editor. 


ethodistf£fturch 


Ross  to  speak  at 
Friday's  laity  event 

The  Laity  event  on  Friday  evening  will  feature  the 
Rev.  Vance  Ross. 

Ross  serves  as  the  Associate  General  Secretary  of 
the  Discipleship  Ministries  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  Tennessee.  In  this 
position  he  provides  leadership  to  the  Congregational 
and  Conference  Leaders  Teams  and  also  to  the 
Family  Lifespan  Hispanic  /  Latino  Ministries  Team. 

A  nationally  known  preacher  and  teacher,  Ross 
has  worked  extensively  creating  and  maintaining 
healthy  congregations  and  has  recently  embarked  on 
the  "Romans  12"  project  designed  to  identify  and 
connect  congregations  that  embody  the  Wesleyan 
model  of  forming  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 
»£  I  HQ  9|  r~'  Ross  is  a  native  of  Bluefield 
West  Virginia  and  an  honors 
graduate  of  Gammon 
Theological  Seminary.  He 
is  married  to  the  former 
Pamela  Jayne  Hicks.  They 
have  three  children  and  two 
Rev.  Vance  Ross  grandchildren. 
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Pastors  in  Liberia  typically  earn  $100  per  month.  Many  walk  miles  between  charges  to  preach  each  Sunday. 


'Bearing  one  another's  burdens' 
through  Liberia  pastor  support  offering 


By  Steve  Taylor  * 

Today  the  pastor  saw  another  weeping  mother.  He 
wrapped  her  in  his  arms  and  for  awhile,  he  wept  with 
her.  The  tears  flowed  from  his  face,  joining  her  tears 
as  they  splashed  onto  the  dirt  floor  just  in  front  of 
the  altar.  It  was  a  slow  release  of  the  pain  of  trying  to 
survive,  of  trying  to  care  for  her  family  without  the 
support  of  a  husband  who  had  disappeared  during  the 
long  years  of  war. 

As  the  pastor  had  done  so  many  times  before  with 
so  many  others,  he  offered  a  word  of  hope,  a  word  of 
peace,  a  word  of  Jesus  in  the  midst  of  a  circumstance 
that  seemed  utterly  devoid  of  any  such  possibility. 

Once  again  he  stood  in  the  breech,  proclaiming  that 
the  ancient  ruins  would  be  rebuilt,  declaring  that  they 
would  raise  up  the  generations,  naming  that  this  was 
indeed,  the  promise  of  God  who  does  in  fact  shout, 
"Here  I  Am!" 

At  this  moment,  the  pastor  set  aside  the  suffering  of 
his  own  family,  his  ill-clothed  children  and  his  bare- 
footed wife.  At  this  moment,  he  did  not  think  of  his 
own  dilapidated  hut  with  the  cow  dung  floor  and  the 
sagging  roof. 

At  this  moment,  he  forgot  his  struggle  to  live  on  his 
pastor's  salary  of  $100  per  month  and  the  desperate 
poverty  of  the  people  for  whom  he  served.  In  the  face 
of  this  woman's  deep  sorrow,  his  whole  life,  the  entirety 


of  his  being  was  simply  focused  on  sharing  the  love  of 
Christ  for  this  one  of  thousands  who  suffer  so  deeply. 

For  him,  it  did  not  matter  that  every  Sunday  he 
walked  six  hours  to  preach  at  each  church  on  his  three 
point  charge. 

It  did  not  matter,  that  one  of  his  churches  was  a  mere 
shell,  riddled  with  bullet  holes,  with  all  the  furniture 
burned  or  stolen.  Nor  did  it  matter  that  his  shoes  were 
battered  and  his  trousers  were  worn. 

He  is  a  United  Methodist  pastor  in  Liberia  -  called 
by  God  to  proclaim  the  saving  grace  of  Jesus  Christ. 
In  his  selfless  act  of  love,  those  things  did  not  matter. 

Yet,  for  those  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference, 
United  Methodists  living  in  the  wealthiest  country  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  his  sufferings  should  matter 
very  deeply,  particularly  when  we  have  the  capacity  to 
share  his  burdens  and  care  for  his  needs. 

During  this  2007  Annual  Conference,  an 
opportunity  will  be  provided  to  offer  support  for 
clergy  in  Liberia.  During  the  Thursday  and  Friday 
Bible  studies,  offerings  will  be  taken  for  Liberia  Clergy 
Salary  Support. 

As  the  Aposde  Paul  said,  "Bear  one  another's  burdens, 
and  in  this  way  you  will  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ."  Gal.  6:2 

*  Steve  Taylor  is  conference  director  of  missions. 
He  recently  traveled  to  Liberia  and  witnessed  firsthand 
the  ministry  and  challenges  of  Liberian  pastors. 


AC  members  gather 

continued  from  page  I 

morning,  June  13.  The  conference  will  begin  with  a 
Service  of  Holy  Communion  at  1:30  pm.  Bishop  Al 
Gwinn,  NC  Conference  resident  bishop,  will  preach 
during  the  service  and  preside  during  the  meeting. 

Bishop  Clifton  Daniel  of  the  Episcopal  diocese 
of  East  Carolina,  will  concelebrate  the  Eucharist 
with  Bishop  Gwinn  in  an  historic  first  for  these  two 
denominational  leaders. 

Bishop  Marion  Edwards,  retired,  who  previously 
served  as  bishop  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  will 
lead  Bible  studies  Thursday  and  Friday  mornings.  He 
will  also  preach  during  a  Hispanic/Latino  Celebration 
Thursday  evening. 

The  Rev.  Vance  Ross,  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Discipleship  Ministries  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  will  talk  about  creating  and 
maintaining  healthy  congregations  during  the  Friday 
evening  Laity  Leadership  Event. 

Fourteen  Elders  in  Full  Connection  and  two 
Deacons  in  Full  Connection  will  be  ordained 
Wednesday  evening.  Seventeen  Probationary  Elders 
and  three  Probationary  Deacons  will  be  commissioned, 
beginning  a  three-year  process  toward  ordination.  In 
addition,  an  Associate  Member  will  be  recognized. 

On  Thursday,  the  conference  will  recognize  41 
licensed  Local  Pastors. 

The  proposed  conference  budget  of  $19,700,132 
will  be  introduced  on  Wednesday.  It  represents  a  3% 
increase  over  the  budget  approved  last  year.  A  vote  on 
the  budget  will  be  taken  on  Saturday. 

In  conjunction  with  the  budget  presentation,  the 
Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
(CCF&A)  is  expected  to  nominate  Christine  Dodson 
as  treasurer.  Dodson  has  served  as  acting  treasurer 
following  the  resignation  of  the  previous  Treasurer, 
Sharon  Strother,  who  resigned  to  become  chief  financial 
officer  for  the  General  Board  of  Pensions.  Church  rules 
call  for  the  conference  to  elect  the  treasurer  following 
nomination  by  CCF&A. 

During  the  conference,  members  will  contribute 
support  from  local  churches  to  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Dam  Restoration,  and  personally 
contribute  to  Katrina  recovery  in  Mississippi,  to 
support  pastors  in  Liberia,  and  for  Board  of  Laity 
programs. 

Included  in  resolutions  for  conference  action  are 
ones  that  call  for  an  end  to  the  war  in  Iraq  and  peace  in 
the  Middle  East  through  diplomatic  action,  restricting 
human  activities  responsible  for  global  warming, 
mental  health  reform  in  NC,  and  calling  for  the  church 
to  withdraw  from  a  group  advocating  abortion  rights 
in  any  and  all  circumstances. 

An  All  Saints  Celebration-Memorial  Service  will  be 
held  as  an  Order  of  the  Day  on  Friday  morning.  The 
service  will  celebrate  the  ministry  of  over  30  clergy 
or  a  spouse  of  clergy  who  have  died  since  the  2006 
conference.  The  Rev.  Judi  Smith  will  be  the  preacher. 

A  second  Order  of  the  Day  will  be  held  Friday 
afternoon  to  celebrate  the  ministry  of  laity.  Lay 
ministries  of  the  year  will  be  recognized  as  part  of  the 
celebration. 

The  final  day  of  conference,  Saturday,  June  1 6  will 
begin  with  The  Love  Feast  with  the  Rev.  Tim  Reaves 
presiding.  This  will  be  followed  by  a  decision  on  the 
budget  and  other  business  before  the  conference. 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  will  announce  the  appointment 
of  all  clergy  to  ministry  locations  at  the  end  of  the 
conference.  Included  in  the  appointments  will  be  the 
naming  of  six  new  district  superintendents. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  NCC  Christian  Advocate  editor. 


Local  churches  asked  to  bring  offering  for  SE]  Dam 


Local  churches  are 
encouraged  to  take  an 
offering  for  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Dam  Restoration 
for  presentation  during  the 
opening  worship  at  Annual 
Conference  on  June  13. 

The  dam  that  creates 
Lake  Junaluska  needs  major 
renovations  to  meet  state 
regulatory  codes.  Repair  costs 
are  expected  to  be  $3  million. 
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by  Karl  Zorowski 


DO  MY  EVES  QBG&VtW.  YOifRB 
ACTUALLY  GOING  TO  PRY  OPEN 
WW  WALLET  MP  GET  A  HOTEL 
ROOM  FOR  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE? 


1  r 


WELL.  WHENEVER  /  COMMUTED,  I  HAP  TO  MI55 
THE  EVENING  5E55I0N5,  AND  I IWT  HAVE 
TIME  TO  VISIT  WITH  ANY  OF  MY  OLD  FRIENP5I 


HEY,  I'M  GlAPYOifRE  STAYING 
IN  TOWN  THIS  YEAR...  WHAT  WAS 
THE  DECIDING  FACTOR?  WA5  IT 
THE  MEETINGS?  THE  FELLOWSHIP? 


$3.00 
GAS 


Copyright  2007  Karl  A.  Zorowski-  Alf  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com. 


Several  dining 
options  available 
during  Annual 
Conference 

Breakfast 

Buffet  -  6:30- 10:00am  Wednesday-Friday 
Christinne's,  Greenville  Hilton,  $9.95  plus  tax 
and  tip 

Lunch 

Buffet  -  11  am- lpm  Wednesday- Friday, 
Christinne's,  Greenville  Hilton,  $9.95  plus  tax 
and  tip 

Boxed    Lunches    (various  selections) 
12- lpm  Wednesday- Friday,  concession  stands 
near  Greenville  Hilton  ballroom  area,  $9.95 
plus  tax  (includes  beverage) 

Dinner 

Dinner  Specials  -  Christinne's,  Greenville 
Hilton,  $16.95  plus  tax  and  tip 

Convention  Center  Concession  stands 

8am-5pm  Wednesday  -  Friday 
8am- 1 2  noon  Saturday 


Information  on  ID  tag  lanyards 


Annual  Conference  members  eligible  to  vote  for 
delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
will  have  royal  blue  or  red  lanyards  to  assist  tellers 
in  collecting  votes.  Elders  and  Deacons  in  Full 
Connection  will  wear  red  lanyards  and  lay  members 
will  wear  royal  blue  lanyards.  Black  lanyards  have  been 


reserved  for  other  members  of  the  conference  who  are 
not  eligible  to  vote  for  delegates.  All  participants  are 
asked  to  return  their  lanyards  to  the  designated  bins  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Convention  Center  when  leaving  on 
Saturday.  Lanyards  can  be  turned  in  at  the  Registration 
Desk  if  a  member  must  leave  the  conference  early. 


Cokesbury  store  open  Weds.-Fri. 


Cokesbury  will  be  open  in  the  Hilton  ballrooms 
E-F  from  Wednesday  through  Friday  during  Annual 
Conference.  The  hours  are  as  follows: 

•  Wednesday,  June  13  from  9am-7:30pm 

•  Thursday,  June  14  from  8am-7:30pm 

•  Friday,  June  15  from  8am-7:30pm 


On  Thursday,  three  authors,  Dr.  Holt  Clarke,  Dr. 
Sid  Huggins,  and  Dr.  Belton  Joyner  will  be  available 
to  sign  their  books  during  the  lunch  break.  A  30% 
discount  coupon  is  available  in  each  registration  packet. 
Olan  Mills  photography  will  be  in  the  store  Thurs-Fri. 
See  article  on  page  1 1  for  more  information. 


Shuttle  service  available  from  ECU 


Concession  stand  menu: 
Coffee 
Cappuccino 
Muffins 
Hot  dogs 

Chicken  sandwiches 

Cheeseburgers 

Nachos 


Pizza 
Popcorn 
Soft  pretzels 
Potato  chips 
Bottled  water 
Fountain  sodas 
Iced  tea 


A  shuttle  service  will  be  provided  for  members  of 
Annual  Conference  that  are  staying  at  College  Hill 
Suites  at  East  Carolina  University.  The  shuttle  is  being 
provided  by  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  shuttle  schedule  is  flexible.  If  you  have 
questions,  concerns  or  suggestions  about  the  shuttle 
service  during  Annual  Conference  please  talk  to  the 
driver,  Pete  Peterson. 

Wednesday,  June  13 

Shuttle  available  as  needed 

Thursday,  June  14 

•  7:00  am      Depart  College  Hill  Suites  for  Early 
morning  Communion 

•  7:40  am       Depart  College  Hill  Suites  for  the 
Morning  session 


•  Following  Afternoon  Session  depart  Greenville 
Convention  Center 

•  Following    Evening    Session    depart  Greenville 
Convention  Center 

Friday,  June  15 

•  7:00  am     Depart  College  Hill  Suites  for  Early 
morning  Communion 

•  7:40  am      Depart  College  Hill  Suites  for  the 
Morning  session 

•  Following  Afternoon  Session  depart  Greenville 
Convention  Center 

•  Following    Evening    Session    depart  Greenville 
Convention  Center 

Saturday,  June  16 

No  shuttle  available 


IT'S  A  PIG  PICKIN' 


Wednesday  •  June  13th  •  5:00-7:00  p.m. 

Cypress  Glen  Retirement  Community 
100  Hickory  Street  •  Greerwitte,  NX. 

live  Entertainment!  Meet  the  Pirectors! 


Welcome  delegates  &  Friends! 


Directions  from  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center  to  Cypress  Glen: 

START:  Depart  303  Greenville  Bhrd.SW, 
Greenville,  NC  27834  on  US-264  Alt 
BR-43]  (East) 

1 .  Turn  LEFT  (North)  onto  South  Elm  St 

2.  Turn  RIGHT  (East)  onto  East  5th  St 

3.  Turn  LEFT  (North)  onto  Hickory  St 

END:  Arrive  at  100  Hickory  St, 
Greenville,  NC  27858 

Approximately  4.  /  miles. 
Call  (252)  830-0036  if 
further  directions  are  needed. 


Shuttle  Puses  Provided 
from  Convention  Center 
5:00-6:00  p.w. 


W  *   m 


The  Communities  of  The  United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes: 
Croasdaile  Village  (Durham)  •  Cypress  Glen  (Greenville) 
Wesley  Pines  (Lumberton)  •  Wesley  Ridge  (Lumberton) 
Quail  Haven  Village  (Pinehurst) 

INVITE  YOU  TO  A  HOMETOWN  PIG  PICKIN' 
RSVP  by  June  1:  (919)  384 -300S  or  3006 
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Annual  Conference  special  meals  calendar 


June  13,2007 

Clergywomen's  Dinner 

All  clergy  &  friends  are  welcome 

5:30  pm  at  the  Hilton; 

$  1 5  all  inclusive 

Checks  to  Fuquay  Varina  UMC, 

do  Elaine  Lilliston 

Celebrating  Beth  Hood  as  new  DS 

and  "Red  Shoe  Recognition" 

UM  Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 
Pig  Pickin'  at  Cypress  Glen 
Retirement  Community 
1 00  Hickory  Street,  Greenville 
5:00-  7:00  p.m.  No  charge. 
Information:  919-384-3005 

NCAsbury  Alumni  and  Friends 
Covenant  UMC,  Greenville 
5:30-7:00  pm 

Special     speaker     from  Asbury 

Theological  Seminary 

To  register.  John  Crowe  919-922-2142 


June  14,2007 

Duke  Alumni  Gathering 
Hilton  Hotel,  Greenville,  NC 
12:00  noon;  $12.50/person, 
payable  to  "Duke  Divinity  School  " 
RSVP  by  June  1  to 
tonyjoyner@earthlink.net 

Reconciling  United  Methodists 
Worship  service  and  pizza  luncheon 
12  noon;  No  charge  (donations  accepted) 
Sue  Laurie,  Outreach  Coordinator  - 
RMN,  preaching 
Entrance  closest  to  RUM 
Ministry  table 

Information:  Sam  Isley  919-834-6042 

NC  Clergy  Partners 
City  Hotel  &  Bistro 
1 1 :30  am  registration 
12:00  noon  buffet  luncheon 
Speaker:  Wray  Stephens, 
Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries 


Volunteer  marshals  and  pages 
needed  at  General  Conference  '08 


UMNS  -  Approximately  150 
volunteer  marshals  and  pages  are  needed 
for  the  The  United  Methodist  Church's 
2008  General  Conference,  set  for  April 
23-May  2,  2008  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

The  General  Conference  depends  on 
volunteers  for  everything  from  assisting 
disabled  delegates  to  distributing 
documents. 

The  volunteers  travel  and  work  at  the 


conference  at  their  own  expense. 

Apply  online  at  the  General 
Conference  web  site  at  http://gc2008. 
umc.org;  click  on  "Online  Marshals/ 
Pages  Application." 

Applications  must  be  submitted  by 
July  31,  2007,  and  applicants  will  be 
notified  of  their  status  by  Sept.  30. 

The  General  Conference  gathers 
every  four  years. 


June  2007 

3       Peace  with  Justice  Sunday 

9-1 0   Rocky  Mount  District 
Advanced  Lay  Speaking 
Course;  Mount  Zion  UMC; 
Elm  City. 

13-16  Annual  Conference  2007; 
Greenville  Convention 
Center;  Greenville 

18-23  Summer  Breakaway; 
Louisburg  College 

23-26  UMW  South  Atlantic 

Regional  School;  Virginia 
Wesleyan;  Norfolk,  VA 

23-30  Appalachian  Trail  Hike 


July  2007 


11  -1 5  Youth  07;  Greensboro  NC 

15      UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission;  Methodist 
University;  Fayetteville 

19     MERCI  Board 

23-28  Annual  Conference  Session 
for  Youth;  Methodist 
College;  Fayetteville 

25-28  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission;  Methodist 
University;  Fayetteville 

27     UMW  Conference  Standing 
Rules  Committee  at  School 
of  Christian  Mission, 
1 2:00pm 


Contact:  Elaine  Teague  919-563-6063 
Registration:  www.nccumc.org/ 
ac2007/clgyspsregform.pdf 

Deacons  &  Diaconal  Ministers 
St.  James  UMC,  Greenville 
5:30  pm 

Candler  Alumni 

The  Beef  Barn,  400  St.  Andrew  Dr. 
5:00  pm 

Friday,  June  15,2007 

NC  Evangelical  Fellowship  Banquet 
Covenant  UMC 
12:00  noon 

Guest  speaker:  Rev.  Paul  Stallsworth 
Register:  revshields@bellsouth.net 

Methodist  University  Alumni 
Greenville  Hilton;  12:00  noon 
Must  contact  910-630-7200 
or  email  lwike@methodist.edu  to 
purchase  $5  ticket  in  advance 

Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action 

Featured  Speaker,  Rev.  Edie  Gleaves 
Beef  Barn,  400  St.  Andrew  Drive 
Cost:  $10  per  person 


12:00  noon 

Contact:  Henry  Jarrett  919-606-5674 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
Luncheon 
Golden  Corral 
Greenville  Blvd. 


Olan  Mills 
photography 
in  Cokesbury 
Thurs-Fri 

Olan  Mills  will  be 
located  in  the  Cokesbury 
bookstore  (Hilton  ballrooms 
E-F)  to  take  photographs  of  new 
pastors  and  other  clergy  who 
would  like  a  portrait  taken. 

Spouses  can  be  in  a  photograph, 
but  a  photograph  of  clergy  only 
should  be  taken. 

Olan  Mills  days  and  hours  are: 

•  Thursday,  June  14, 
10am  -  7pm 

•  Friday,  June  15, 
8:30am  -  5pm 


Join  the  Journeij  of  spiritual  f^ormation 

What  could  be  more  inviting  than  a  week  at 
the  Carolina  coast  the  second  week  in  October? 

Perhaps  an  invitation  to  the  coast  to  join  a  group  of 
fellow  travelers  on  a  journey  to  Christ 


For  more  information,  visit  www.nccumc.org  and  click  on  "Calendar"  at  the 
top  of  the  page. 


The  Five  Day  Academy  for  Spiritual  Formation 

October  14-19,  2007 
Trinity  Center,  Salter  Path,  NC 

Yes,  the  weather  is  ideal,  there  are  chairs  on  the  beach, 
shelling  during  free  times,  accompanied  by  personal 
conversations  during  covenant  group  times,  but  the  best 
part  is  the  nationally  known  spiritual  leaders  who  teach 
each  day,  engaging  each  person  in  contemplation  and  holy 
conversation. 

The  rhythm  of  days  lived  in  worship,  Eucharist,  instruction, 
community  and  silence  create  a  holy  time  and  space 
like  none  other  you  may  ever  have  experienced. 

Featured  faculty  are  Dr.  E.  Glenn  Hinson,  author  of  27  books  and  professor  to 
thousands  of  pastors,  and  Sister  Mary  Margaret  Pazdan,  a  renowned  teacher  | 
of  adults  and  seminarians.  Hinson  will  deliver  five  lectures  on  The  Contemplative 
Lifestyle,  while  Pazdan  will  discuss  The  Spirituality  of  The  New  Testament 

Tuition,  including  meals,  lodging,  and  lectures  is  $650  for  the  week. 
Discounts  for  double  occupancy.  Limited  scholarships  available. 

Journey  closer  to  Christ  and  closer  in  community 
with  other  sojourners  acting  to  know  and  love  God 

To  receive  a  brochure,  get  more  information  or  to  register, 
call  Robin  Harry  at  91 9-832-9560,  ext.  252,  or  rharry@nccumc.org. 

Sponsored  by  The  Upper  Room  and  The  North  Carolina  Conferenoe  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 


July  1,2007 

Text:  Micah  2:2-4;  3: 1  -5, 8- 1 2;  6:6-8 
"Doing  the  Right  Thing" 

This  week's  lesson  is  a  tough,  "in  your 
face"  text  for  the  season  of  the  Fourth  of 
July!  This  is  raw  material:  people  who 
lie  awake  at  night  pondering  how  to  be 
oppressive  (Micah  2:1-2),  those  who  are 
so  eager  to  make  money  that  their  lives 
are  a  kind  of  economic  cannibalism 
(3:1-3),  nation-builders  who  think 
power  is  equal  to  justice  (3:9-10),  and 
those  who  prefer  religious  ritual  and 
Tightness  to  doing  kindness  (6:6-8). 

One  thing  that  impresses  me  about 
these  devastating  accusations  from 
Micah  is  that  they  are  addressed  to  his 
own  nation. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  find  fault  in 
others  (other  nations,  other  races, 
other  sexual  orientations,  other  socio- 
economic groups — you  know  "the 
other'),  but  it  takes  a  special  courage 
and  a  distinctive  discernment  to  look 
at  one's  own  and  say,  "You — we — 
are  wrong!" 

The  prophet  knew  that  his  people 
had  been  a  captured  people,  a  vassal 
nation,  slaves  in  Egypt.  The  Hebrew 


July 


TUDY 


people  celebrated  their  deliverance 
from  bondage. 

Israel  knew  what  it  was  to  under  the 
control  of  a  harsh  and  demanding  ruler. 
(Would  it  be  fair  to  say  they  had  "taxation 
without  representation"?)  What  had 
Israel  done  with  its  freedom,  with  the 
gift  of  the  Exodus?  What  had  Israel  done 
with  its  new  start  as  a  nation? 

Micah  looked  at  what  was  going  on 
in  the  southern  kingdom  (Judah)  and 
said,  in  effect,  "Folks,  we  have  become 
like  those  from  whom  we  fled."  It  is  a 
scathing  accusation. 

Micah  does  not  limit  himself  to 
criticism.  He  also  points  toward  a 
positive,  "what  would  be  better" 
attitude.  Look  at  Micah  6:8,  Hans 
Walter  Wolff  has  translated  that  verse: 
"It  has  been  told  thee,  O  (human), 
what  is  good  and  what  the  Lord  is 
expecting  of  you:  to  practice  justice,  to 
love  community  solidarity,  and  to  live 
attentively  with  your  God." 

That  is  a  powerful  translation:  What 
does  God  expect?  The  usual  rendition 
is  "What  does  God  require?"  If  God 
expects  something  of  me,  God  must 
think  I  can  do  it. 

The  call  of  the  prophet  is  not 
hopeless  Pollyanna  piety.  It  is  something 
God  expects.  We  can  do  it.  Happy 
Independence  Day. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

North  Carolina  novelist  Clyde 
Edgerton  has  one  of  his  characters 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 

and  more 

Cokes  bury 

Raleigh 
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ruminating  {Lunch  at  the  Piccadilly, 
Algonquin  Books):  "But  part  of  a 
visionary's,  a  prophet's,  job  is  to  get 
people  to  behave  in  ways  that  will  lead 
to  the  well-being  of  everyone." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Call  us  back  to  You. .." 

July  8, 2007 

Text:    Zephaniah  3: 1  - 1 3; 

2  Chronicles  34:1-3 
"Getting  Ready  For  Judgment" 

Be  honest  now.  When  was  the  last 
time  you  were  pouring  over  the  little 
Old  Testament  book  of  Zephaniah? 
For  that  matter,  when  was  the  last 
time  you  looked  to  2  Chronicles  for 
spiritual  nourishment?  This  week,  we 
are  strolling  through  some  unfamiliar 
biblical  grounds! 

There  is  not  much  of  encouragement 
in  this  book.  In  three  short  chapters, 
Zephaniah  indicts  Judah  for  its  moral 
failure:  violence  (1:9),  fraud  (1:9), 
complacency  (1:12),  spiritual  neutrality 
(1:12),  love  of  wealth  (1:18),  isolation 
(2:15),  and  unholy  religious  leaders 
(3:4).  Alas,  I  get  an  occasional  glimpse 
of  myself  in  that  list.  What  about  you? 

The  scene  is  gloomy  (3:8)  as  the 
Lord  anticipates  having  to  strike  down 
the  faithless  people. 

But  there  is  a  hidden  clue  for  hope. 
The  prophet's  name,  Zephaniah, 
literally  means  "Yahweh  has  sheltered." 
The  very  prophet  who  speaks  these 
harsh  words  of  judgment  carries  in 
his  name  a  signal  that  God  will  save  a 
remnant  "that  all  of  them  may  call  on 
the  name  of  the  Lord  and  serve  him 
with  one  accord"  (3:9). 

The  closing  words  of  this  book 
are  echoed  in  what  Mary  said  in 
anticipation  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  (Luke 
1:46-55).  Zephaniah  speaks  of  the  lame 
being  restored,  outcasts  being  praised, 
oppressors  being  defeated  (3:19). 

In  the  Magnificat,  Mary  speaks 
of  the  lowly  being  lifted,  the  hungry 
getting  food,  and  the  powerful  losing 
their  power. 

According  to  the  prophet  Zephaniah 
and  according  to  the  mother  of  our 
Lord,  the  values  of  the  world  get  turned 
upside  down  when  God's  brings  about 
God's  day,  when  God  brings  about 
God's  will. 

Surely  that  is  a  caution  to  us  who 
think  our  value  rests  in  our  power  or  in 
our  position.  "Yahweh  shelters,"  but  are 
we  among  the  faithful  remnant  whom 
God  shelters? 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In    Naming    Grace  (Continuum), 
Mary     Catherine     Hilkert  quotes 
martyred  archbishop  Oscar  Romero: 
"What    starts    conflicts  and 
persecutions,    what    marks  the 
genuine   church,    is    when  the 
word,  burning  like  the  word  of 
the  prophets,  proclaims  to  the 
people  and  denounces:  proclaims 
God's  wonders  to  be  believed  and 
venerated,  and  denounces  the  sins 
of  those  who  oppose  God's  reign, 
so  that  they  may  tear  those  sins 
out  of  their  hearts,  out  of  their 
societies,  out  of  their  laws — out 
of  the  structures  that  oppress,  that 
imprison,  that  violate  the  rights  of 
God  and  humanity. " 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "We  hear.  What  now?" 


July  15,2007 

Text:  Habakkuk  2:6-14 
"A  Reason  to  Hope" 


In  verse  7  of  this  study,  there  is 
the  word  "booty."  The  term  is  not  to 
be  confused  with  either  the  body  part 
that  some  recent  music  invites  us  to 
shake  or  with  the  cute,  little  footwear 
we  give  infants.  Booty  is  a  translation 
of  shasas,  a  Hebrew  word  meaning 
"plunder"  or  "spoils." 

"Then  you  will  be  booty  for  them" 
(2:7)  means  "then  you  will  be  part  of 
the  things  your  military  conquerors  will 
take."  (As  William  Learned  Marcy  said, 
"To  the  victor  belongs  the  spoils  ") 

The  heavy-duty  implication  of  this 
term  is  that  people  are  going  to  be 
treated  as  things! 

Habakkuk  predicts  that  when  the 
victors  conquer  Judah,  they  will  take 
not  only  gold,  silver,  captured  weapons, 
valuable  art,  and  useful  machinery,  they 
will  also  take  the  people.  The  people 
will  be  just  another  piece  of  property. 

In  tragic  times  of  our  national  history, 
some  have  used  slavery  to  treat  people 
as  mere  objects,  as  things. 

It  is  more  subtle,  but  we  do  something 
of  the  same  thing  today  when  we 
pigeonhole  people,  when  we  stereotype 
groups,  when  we  label  persons,  when 
we  use  others,  and  when  we  deny  the 
feelings  of  individuals. 

We  make  them  into  things;  we  treat 
them  as  "booty."  When  we  do  that,  we 
put  others  into  a  box  from  which  they 
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North  Carolina  men  discover  ways  to  make  long-term 
changes  in  the  lives  of  men,  families,  communities 


Over  1 00  men  from  27  North  Carolina  churches  met  in  May  for  a  conference  designed  to  help  men  learn  the  principles,  practices,  and  components  of  a  ministry  that  makes 
long-term  changes  in  the  lives  of  men,  families,  churches,  and  communities. 


By  Richard  Peck  * 

There  will  be  more  men  at  worship, 
study  and  work  in  NC  churches 
following  a  three-day  training  event 
at  First  UMC  in  Cary.  Over  100  men 
from  27  North  Carolina  churches  met 
May  1 0- 1 2  for  a  "No  Man  Left  Behind" 
conference  led  by  staff  members  of 
Man  in  the  Mirror  Ministries,  a  non- 
denominational  organization. 

Man  in  the  Mirror  President  David 
Delk  said  this  was  the  largest  conference 
to  date.  His  Orlando-based  organization 
conducts  30  similar  events  each  year. 

The  three-day  training  sessions 
are  designed  to  help  men  learn  the 
principles,  practices,  and  components 


Sanford  DS  from  page  2 

D.S.  appointments.  The  Sanford 
appointments  is  the  sixth  change. 

In  addition  to  becoming  Goldsboro 
District  Superintendent  in  2001, 
Gilbert  has  served  as  pastor  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation  in  Raleigh,  associate 
at  Hayes  Barton  in  Raleigh,  Whitley 
Memorial  in  Smithfield,  Duke's  Chapel 
in  Durham,  Lillington,  Louisburg, 
Rosemary  in  Roanoke  Rapids,  First 
Morehead  City,  and  St.  Marks  in 
Raleigh. 

He  has  a  BA  from  Adrian  College 
in  Adrian,  MI;  M.Div.  from  Duke 
Divinity  School,  and  D.Min.  from 
Drew  University. 

He  and  his  wife,  Lucretia,  have  two 
adult  sons  and  three  grandchildren. 

All  clergy  pastoral  appointments  are 
effective  July  1 . 


of  a  ministry  that  makes  long-term 
changes  in  the  lives  of  men,  families, 
churches,  and  communities. 

"I  can't  wait  to  put  the  lessons 
learned  into  practice,"  said  Al  Everett, 
UMM  president  at  Pine  Valley  UMC 
in  Wilmington. 

Everett  said  the  conference  caused 
a  "a  paradigm  shift  in  my  thinking 
toward  men's  ministry  and  provided  me 
all  the  tools  to  regenerate,  reinvigorate, 
and  transform  events  and  activities  into 
really  discipling  men  and  changing 
their  hearts." 

"Aha!  I  now  realize  that  men's  ministry 
must  be  about  reaching  men's  hearts, 
not  just  their  performance,  behaviors,  or 
attendance,"  said  Frank  Cizerle,  North 
Carolina  Conference  vice-president  of 
UM  Men  and  president  of  New  Bern 
District  men. 

"Regardless  of  how  good  or  how 
lacking  your  church's  environment  for 
men  happens  to  be,  this  training  will 
significantly  improve  your  effort,  said 
Bill  Shuler  of  Wake  Forest  UMC.  "Your 
leaders  walk  away  more  confident,  more 
prepared,  and  more  Christ-like." 

If  conference  participants  were 
inspired  by  the  conference,  Man  in  the 
Mirror  staff  members  were  impressed 
by  the  participants. 

"I  was  so  inspired  to  see  this  many 
leaders  who  are  passionate  about 
reaching  and  discipling  men,"  said 
Delk.  "These  men  are  driven  to  help 
change  the  world  for  God's  glory.  I 
can't  wait  to  see  what  God  does  in  these 
churches  in  the  years  to  come." 

Delk  was  assisted  by  Man  in  the 
Mirror  staff  members,  Bob  Keiderling 
and  Steve  Hutton. 


"I  don't  know  that  I  have  ever  trained 
a  group  of  men  so  ready  to  receive  and 
implement  the  principles  of  discipling 
men,"  said  Keiderling  said. 

"What  an  incredible  group,"  said 
Hutton.  "The  energy  and  enthusiasm 
of  the  men  attending  was  a  step  above. 
When  that  type  energy  is  present,  it 
takes  the  energy  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
speakers  to  another  level  as  well." 

United  Methodist  Men  of  First 
Church  opened  their  homes  to  house 
out-of-town  participants.  They  also 
sponsored  a  "Feed  the  Beast"  steak 
dinner  on  Friday  night,  prepared  by  the 
men  of  the  Sanford  District. 

Barry  Merrill,  president  of  North 
Carolina  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men,  said  he  now  hopes  to  offer  the 
same  training  experience  to  men  in  the 
other  1 1  districts. 


The  Rev.  Ned  Hill,  superintendent 
of  the  Raleigh  District,  was  pleased  that 
the  district  was  the  first  to  host  such  a 
training  event. 

*  Richard  Peck  is  communications 
coordinator  for  the  General  Commission 
on  UMM  and  a  retired  clergy  member  oj 
New  York  Annual  Conference. 


Let 's  Journey  To... 
Israel/Palestine 

January  2, 2008 

"Ladies,  Lovers  and  Leaders"  is  a 
unique  pilgrimage  which  will  focus  on 
the  Women  of  the  Bible  and  will  be 
accompanied  by  professional  Biblical 
storyteller.  Dr.  Tracy  Radosevic. 
Register  Early  &  Save.  Space  is  limited 
~  Call  today  for  more  information. 


Alpha  Christian  TourS,  inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714* 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


IFIEDS 


CHURCH  ADMIN.  ASST.  Support 
for  pastor,  staff  &  members.  Supervises 
volunteers,  manages  daily  office 
operations;  computer,  officeequipment 
skills,  ACS  Church  System  a  plus.  F/T. 
Paid  vacation.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Background  check 
req'd.  Close  June  8  2007.  Resumes 
only  to  SPRC  Trinity  UMC,  209  E.  Nash 
St,  Southport,  NC,  28461,  or  fax  910- 
457-6653,  or  email  trinityumcsp@ 
bellsouth.net. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth 
groups  up  to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean 
Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC 
27504  919-934-4401  or  jeantunstall@ 
earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min. 
NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 

TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433 
or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 
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July  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  12 


cannot  escape. 

But  it  does  not  have  to  be  like  that. 
The  prophet  says  (as  did  Isaiah  in  Isaiah 
1 1 :9)  that  awareness  of  the  glory  of  God 
will  be  as  rich  and  deep  as  the  ocean 
(Habakkuk2:l4). 

It  is  almost  as  if  Habakkuk  sets  two 
scenes  side  by  side:  (1)  what  happens 
when  humankind  seeks  to  make  its 
own  rules  and  (2)  what  happens  when 
humankind  is  attune  to  God's  will. 
Which  will  it  be:  bloodshed  and  iniquity 
(2:12)  or  the  glory  of  the  Lord  (2:14)? 

The  hope  is  in  the  reality  that  God 
paints  with  a  bigger  brush  than  we  do. 
The  final  scene  will  be  painted  by  God. 
In  that  scene,  people  will  not  be  things, 
but  will  be  living  relationships.  In  that 
scene,  some  of  what  we  took  to  be  success 
is  going  to  be  so  much  background  for  a 
new  picture:  one  with  justice  and  peace 
and  kindness.  I  like  God's  picture  better 
than  the  one  we  paint. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Wesleyan  Essentials  in  a 
Multicultural  Society  (Abingdon  Press), 
Ted  A.  Campbell  and  Michael  T. 
Burns  have  written,  "...the  Wesleyan 
understanding  of  Christian  faith 
involves  a  rich  understanding  of  God's 
gifts  to  the  whole  world  (and)... the 
Wesleyan  understanding  of  the  gospel 
involves  the  claim  that  our  own  culture 
and  society,  as  well  as  others,  stands 
under  God's  judgment." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God,  when  is 
tomorrow?..." 


July  22, 2007 

Text:    Jeremiah  7: 1 1  - 1 5; 

2  Kings  23:36-37 
"Your  Actions, 
Your  Consequences" 

When  I  was  a  young  boy,  I  lived 
in  Siler  City.  One  of  the  summer 
excitements  in  that  Chatham  County 
town  was  the  semi-pro  baseball  team. 

I  followed  the  team's  successes 
(and  the  occasional  slip  up)  with 
great  passion. 

That  was  over  six  decades  ago  and  I 
can  still  picture  "Crip"  Dixon  hitting  a 
home  run  into  the  far  distant  concrete 
centerfield  bleachers. 

I  remember  speedy  Bill  Snyder  and 
his  left-hand  batting  brother,  Earl 
Snyder.  Harry  Lee  Long  (five  years  ago 
named  to  the  Georgia  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame)  and  Albert  Long  (who  lettered 
in  four  sports  at  University  of  North 
Carolina)  played  on  the  squad. 

Sometimes,  the  team  made  it  to  the 
national  semi-pro  tournament  that  was, 
as  I  recall,  in  Kansas  City.  It  made  for 
great  summers. 

One  year  our  family  made  a  trek  to 
Cherry  Grove  Beach  in  South  Carolina. 
I  missed  the  games. 

So,  one  day  while  on  this  vacation 
sojourn,  I  took  a  stick  and  in  the  sandy 
beach  wrote  (in  order,  of  course)  the 
entire  starting  line  up  for  the  Siler  City 
Millers. 

I  was  proud  to  advertise  my  loyalties 
to  all  who  strolled  that  beach. 

The  first  time  the  tide  came  in,  it 
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2007.  The  typical  term  of  a  standard 
support  missionary  is  three  year,  subject 
to  renewal. 

United  Methodist  missionary 
assignments  are  carried  out  in 
collaboration  with  partner  churches 
around  the  world  and  with  annual 
(regional)  conferences  and  church- 
related  or  ecumenical  institutions  in 
the  U.S. 

The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  currently  has  some  220 
standard  support  missionaries,  mostly 
outside  the  U.S.  Partial  support  is 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS 

for  Churches  since  1961  PPL. 

SOUND  +  CCTV  ♦  PROJECTORS  ♦  CHIMES 


Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  Thai  Work  " 

Lillington,  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)  893-4183 


provided  to  another  120  persons, 
mostly  in  the  US. 

These  include  Church  and 
Community  Workers,  Hispanic/ 
Latino  Plan  missionaries,  Alaska 
missionaries,  and  short-term  young 
adult  missionaries. 

These  persons  are  "commissioned" 
personnel.  "To  commission"  means  to 
send  forth  for  special  service. 

Another  100  persons  are  "non- 
commissioned" mission  personnel, 
and  the  agency  helps  to  support  293 
"persons  in  mission"  selected  by  partner 
churches  around  the  world. 

(Deaconesses  and  home  missioners 
are  commissioned  by  the  board  but  are 
not  salaried  by  the  agency  unless  they 
enter  one  of  the  missionary  categories.) 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 
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STAINED  GLASf*TUDIOS,  INC. 
STATES  V1LLK,  NC 
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washed  away  every  line  of  my  list.  So,  I 
sketched  it  out  again.  Same  result.  Tide 
in.  List  gone.  After  about  four  tries 
at  making  our  Siler  City  baseballers 
immortal  (at  least,  immortal  in  Cherry 
Grove),  I  had  to  admit  that  the  tide  was 
stronger  than  my  writing  stick. 

Enter  Jeremiah.  All  the  things  the 
people  had  done  to  make  a  mark  for 
themselves  would  be  wiped  out  (7:15). 

Even  the  temple  built  in  Shiloh  was 
destroyed  (7:12).  And  now  it  appeared 
that  the  grand  temple  in  Jerusalem 
would  meet  a  similar  fate. 

Each  time  the  people  tried  to  link 
their  personal  schema  with  God,  the 
tide  came  in  and  wiped  it  out. 

Even  when  the  people  confused  their 
religious  practices  with  the  presence  of 
Yahweh,  the  tide  came  in  and  wiped 
it  out. 

God  is  a  jealous  God  (Exodus  20:5) 
and  does  not  "cotton"  too  well  to  our 
thinking  we  have  God  in  a  box,  even  a 
religious  box. 

Actions  tell  God  where  our  hearts  are. 
The  waves  of  God's  judgment  will  pour 
over  our  pride,  our  self-serving  ventures, 
and  our  oppressing,  boundary-building 
attitudes.  And  what  we  thought  was 
permanent  will  be  washed  away. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  Jeremiah  (Westminster  Press), 
Robert  Carroll  explores  the  new  life  in 
God:  "But  what  is  meant  by  amendment 
of  life?... The  practice  of  justice,  non- 
oppression  of  alien,  orphan  or  widow, 
the  refusal  to  shed  innocent  blood,  and 
the  avoidance  of  following  other  gods 
(to  the  detriment  of  the  community)." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  new 
beginnings..." 


July  29, 2007 

Text:    Jeremiah  29: 1-14 
"Getting Through  the  Pain" 

Have  you  looked  at  some  of  the  names 
that  show  up  in  this  week's  text  from 
Jeremiah?  Jeremiah..  Nebuchadnezzar. 
Jeconiah.  Elash.  Shaphan.  Gemariah. 
Hilkiah.  Zedekiah. 

This  is  not  a  list  you'd  want  to  stumble 
onto  for  public  reading  without  a  bit  of 
pronunciation  practice! 

But  the  list  reminds  us  that  Jeremiah's 
writing  was  addressed  to  a  specific 
situation  involving  the  stories  of  real 
people.  This  list  of  names  underscores 
the  reality  that  God's  presences  is  in  real 


places  among  real  people. 

Do  we  dare  substitute  our  names 
for  the  ones  in  this  text?  The  report 
might  still  make  good  sense,  even  with 
our  names! 

Each  of  us  has  exile  places  in  life. 
Jeremiah  was  writing  in  a  time  when  his 
kin  people  and  their  leaders  had  been 
taken  into  exile  to  Babylon. 

Sometimes  we  are  exiled  from  hope. 
Sometimes  we  are  exiled  from  being 
loved  by  others.  Sometimes  we  are 
exiled  from  our  best  selves. 

Jeremiah's  word  is  that  God  has  a  better 
plan  for  us.  In  Jeremiah  29:7,  the  prophet 
calls  on  those  who  are  in  exile  to  pray  for 
the  city  to  which  they  are  exiled. 

It  is  not  easy  to  pray  for  those  who 
persecute  us,  who  oppress  us,  who 
attack  us.  But  until  we  pray  for  them, 
they  still  have  control  over — not  only 
over  our  outer  being,  but  over  our  inner 
being  as  well. 

At  Trinity  UMC  in  Durham,  there  is  a 
stained  glass  window  with  this  injunction 
to  "seek  the  welfare  of  the  city"  (v.  7). 
That  window  is  a  poignant  reminder 
to  a  congregation  seeking  to  live  out  its 
mission  in  a  difficult  urban  setting. 

It  is  a  reminder  that  to  seek  the  well- 
being  of  the  hard  places  in  which  we 
find  ourselves  is  to  open  ourselves  to 
fresh  blessings  from  God. 

Life  comes  equipped  with  many 
places  of  pain.  Jeremiah  does  not 
pretend  that  exile  is  fun  and  games 
and  Jeremiah  does  not  indicate  that  all 
circumstances  are  God's  intent  for  us 
(29:8-9). 

But  in  the  midst  of  such  stress  and 
struggle,  God  is  at  work  to  map  a  better 
tomorrow.  The  cup  is  more  than  half 
full;  the  cup  runneth  over  (Psalm  23:5). 
That's  a  future  with  hope. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  the  book  Forms  of  Extremity  in 
the  Modern  Novel  (John  Knox  Press), 
Nathan  A.  Scott,  Jr.  quotes  Paul  Tillich: 
"If  we  wait  in  hope  and  patience,  the 
power  of  that  for  which  we  wait  is 
already  effective  within  us.  (The  one) 
who  waits  in  an  ultimate  sense  is  not  far 
from  that  for  which  he  (or  she)  waits." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  an  exiled  people, 
we  hear  with  gladness  Your  word  of 
hope  to  those  who  live  in  the  far  places. 
Hear  our  confession  of  the  ways  we  have 
sometimes  exiled  ourselves.  Hear  our 
hurt  for  the  ways  in  which  our  journeys 
have  made  unwanted  and  painful  turns. 
You  are  our  hope. . . " 
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Swansboro  UMC  -  Appalachia  Service  Project 

In  preparation  for  its  fifth  year  sending  work  teams  to  do  home  repairs  in  Appalachia, 
youth  and  adults  from  Swansboro  UMC  worked  together  to  build  four  eight-foot 
picnic  tables  for  the  church  and  thus  learn  new  carpentry  skills.  This  church  team 
will  travel  to  Omar,  West  Virginia  June  24-30  to  help  make  the  homes  of  those  in 
need  safer,  warmer  and  drier.  Above,  Melissa  Pratt  (L)  countersinks  leg  blots  with 
encouragement  from  Ray  Bihary  and  Dennis  Barham,  project  organizer. 


Gathering  re-enacts  Virginia 
circuit-rider's  1 772  arrival 


The  Rev.  David  Haley,  pastor  of 
Littleton  UMC,  like  a  seasoned  circuit- 
rider  of  old,  avoided  injury  on  April  30, 
when  the  horse  he  was  riding  across  a 
dam  near  the  Roanoke  River,  missed  a 
step  and  took  a  tumble. 

Haley  was  pitched  over  the  front  of 
the  animal  and  rolled  out  of  the  way  to 
avoid  the  unsteady  horse. 

After  dusting  himself  off,  he 
proceeded  to  where  a  group  of  United 
Methodists  from  Warren  County  were 
waiting  on  his  coming  to  preach. 

The  gathering  on  vacant  land  near 
the  home  of  Robert  and  Janie  Coley 
was  to  re-enact  the  arrival  of  Robert 
Williams,  a  Petersburg,  Virginia 
circuit-rider  who  crossed  the  Roanoke 
River  in  1772  on  a  flat  boat  to 
preach  and  establish  the  first  Methodist 
societies  in  that  part  of  North 
Carolina. 

Jerusalem  Church  was  one  of  the 
churches  founded  by  Moore. 

The  people  of  the  church  provided 
the  barbeque  meal.  Following  the 
singing  of  Shall  We  Gather  at  the  River, 

Haley,  albeit  somewhat  sore  from  his 
ordeal,  managed  to  preach.  He  noted 
that  the  owner  of  the  horse  was  more 
concerned  about  the  prognosis  of  the 
horse  than  the  preacher. 

Submitted  by  Rocky  Mount  District 
Superintendent,  Bill  Simpson. 


The  Rev.  David  Haley 


Hedspeth  honored  for  65  years 
as  UMW  treasurer  at  Zion  UMC 


Evelyn  Hedspeth  was  honored  at  Zion 
UMC  near  Conway,  NC  in  celebration 
of  her  65  years  as  treasurer  of  the  UMW 
group.  When  she  began  her  work,  the 
Women's  Society  of  Christian  Service 
was  only  two  years  old  nationally.  The 
merger  of  Methodist  Protestants  and 


the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South 
had  just  occurred.  Family  and  friends 
came  to  surprise  her  with  a  plaque  and 
reception.  The  Reverend  Sid  Collins, 
pastor  of  Zion  UMC,  says  the  church 
is  grateful  for  her  leadership  and  her 
church  active  involvement. 


Methodist  University  -  City-wide  cleanup 

Volunteers  from  Methodist  Univeristy  participated  in  "Keep  Fayetteville  Beautiful," 
a  city-wide  cleanup  on  April  14.  The  group  from  Methodist  collected  over  25 
"huge"  bags  of  debris  on  Ramsey  Street.  Together  the  whole  city  collected  over  43 
tons  of  trash. 


Hertford  UMC  -  30-Hour  Famine 

Fifteen  youth  at  Hertford  UMC  participated  in  a  30  hourfamine  experience  and  raised 
over  $1,500  for  World  Vision  hunger  relief.  During  the  30  hours,  they  had  fruit  juices 
only  and  did  not  eat  any  food.  The  youth  completed  work  projects  in  the  community 
as  part  of  the  event.  This  was  the  first  time  Hertford  UMC  youth  participated  in  the  30 
Hour  Famine,  and  they  are  already  planning  next  year's  experience. 
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Volunteers  of  all  ages 
invited  to  "Connect" 


United  Methodist  Volunteers  In 
Mission  (UMVIM)  of  the  Southeast 
Jurisdiction  is  sponsoring  "Connect." 
The  event  will  take  place  June  27-29, 
2007  at  Lake  Junaluska  with  a  theme  of 
"learn,  go.  serve." 

Speakers  will  include,  the  Rev.  Jorge 
Acevedo  of 
the  Florida 
Conference, 
the  Rev.  Omar 
Alvarado  of  El  Ayudante,  the  Rev. 
Clint  Rabb  of  Mission  Volunteers,  the 
Rev.  Denise  Honeycutt  of  the  Virginia 
Conference,  and  the  Zambian  Vocal 
Group. 

Workshops  will  be  offered  on  a  wide 
variety  of  mission  topics,  including: 
"Families  in  mission,"  "Cultural 
sensitivity,"  "Hurricane  disaster 
response,"  and  "Global  water  crisis." 

Participants  can  visit  with  international 
and  domestic  project  leaders,  learning 
first-hand  information  about  work  in 
their  countries  and  states. 

Children  and  grandchildren  can 
attend  and  participate  in  YUMVIM 
(Young  UM  Volunteers  In  Mission). 


A  program  for  children  will  be 
offered  featuring  hands-on  projects 
with  music,  worship  and  drama.  In 
addition,  mission-oriented  activities 
will  be  included. 

"Projects   with  a  Purpose"  gives 
time  to  network  with  international  and 
disaster-related 
projects. 

This  is  an 
opportunity  to 
learn  about  mission  trip  destinations  or 
to  sign  up  to  participate  in  an  exploratory 
trip  to  a  country  or  area. 

For  detailed  workshop  information 
and  online  registration,  visit  www. 
umvim.org  or  call  404-377-7424. 

UMVIM-SEJ  exists  to  promote, 
encourage  and  enable  Christians  to 
exemplify  "Christian  Love  In  Action." 

It  provides  short-term  mission 
opportunities  for  everyday  Christians  to 
reach  a  new  generation  with  God's  love 
in  places  of  need  around  the  world. 

UMVIM  offers  comprehensive 
project  information  and  resources  and 
helps  connect  volunteers  with  suitable 
projects  for  effective  service. 


The  annual  Rally  Day  celebration  included  time  for  recreation,  fellowship  and 
worship.  The  afternoon  fun  included  activities  such  as  an  obstacle  course, 
giant  slide,  volleyball,  softball,  and  Frisbee  tosses. 

Rally  Day  celebrates  youth 

By  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  * 


"Get  a  Life... Follow  Jesus"  was 
the  theme  for  the  Conference  Youth 
Rally  Day  held  in  April  at  NC 
Wesleyan  College  in  Rocky  Mount. 

Rally  Day  is  an  annual  celebration 
of  youth  within  the  church 

Between  500  and  600  youth  and 
adults  from  across  the  Conference 
gathered  under  sunny  skies  and 
warm  temperatures  for  a  day  filled 
with  recreation,  fellowship  and 
worship. 

The  afternoon  fun  included 
activities  such  as  an  obstacle  course, 
giant  slide,  volleyball,  softball,  and 
Frisbee  tosses. 

Youth  groups  sponsored  activities 
such  as  face  painting,  balloon  darts,  and 


a  rainbow-colored  prayer  labyrinth. 

Participants  then  gathered  to  close 
the  day  in  worship. 

Youth  speakers  for  the  worship 
service  included  Ali  Santiago 
from  Trinity  UMC-Jacksonville, 
Kelli  Kosuda  from  St  Paul  UMC- 
Goldsboro  and  Duncan  McMillan 
from  St.  Luke  UMC-Laurinburg. 

The  adult  speaker  for  Rally  Day 
worship  was  Audrey  Cecil,  second 
year  Duke  Divinity  School  student 
from  Front  St  UMC-Burlington. 

Music  was  provided  by  "Set  in 
Stone,"  the  youth  praise  team  from 
Soapstone  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

*  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson  is  conference 
director  of  Children,  Youth  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries. 


Pictured  are  the  NCC  chapter  officers  (L-R)  Jimmy  Cummings,  chair;  Doris  Bluitt,  vice- 
chair;  Louise  Harris,  secretary;  and  Annie  Fairley,  treasurer  with  Lawrence  Johnson, 
conference  staff  representative  to  the  group. 

Churches  gather  in  Maxton 
for  fifth  Sunday  celebration 


Fifteen  local  churches  from  four 
districts  were  represented  at  the  North 
Carolina  Conference  Black  Methodists 
for  Church  Renewal  (BMCR)  fifth 
Sunday  celebration  on  April  29. 

Approximately  300  persons 
assembled  at  Saint  George  UMC  in 
Maxton  centered  on  the  theme  "Praise 
the  Lord  with  Song  and  Dance"  based 
on  the  scripture  from  Psalm  92:1-4. 

Doris  Bluitt,  BMCR  vice-chair, 
presided  over  the  event  which  included 
local  church  groups  sharing  through 
gospel  singing,  liturgical/praise  dance, 
and  dramatizations. 

The  goals  of  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  Inc.  are  to  strengthen 
each  local  church  in  the  areas  of 
evangelism,  worship,  stewardship, 
and  outreach;  to  improve  educational 
opportunities  for  black  youth  and 
young  adults;  to  strengthen  black 
churches  and  encourage  men  and 
women  to  be  in  ministry;  to  encourage 


and  involve  black  Methodists  in  the 
struggle  for  economic  and  social  justice; 
to  empower  members  for  effective 
witness  and  service;  and  to  educate  and 
cultivate  the  black  constituency  for  a 
greater  knowledge  of  all  areas  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  officers  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  chapter  of  BMCR  are 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Jimmy  Cummings, 
chairperson;  Bluitt,  vice-chair;  Louise 
Harris,  secretary;  and  Annie  Fairley, 
treasurer. 

Upcoming  NCC-BMCR  events 
are  a  business  meeting  at  Harry  Hosier 
UMC  (Fayetteville)  on  May  26,  a 
luncheon  and  business  session  on  June 
14  in  Greenville,  a  business  session 
and  worship  on  September  30  at  New 
Zion  UMC  (Lumberton,)  the  annual 
banquet  to  be  held  in  Lumberton  on 
October  20,  and  a  holiday  gathering 
of  worship  to  be  held  in  the  Sanford 
Circuit  on  December  30. 
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Answering  the  invitation  of  the  Rev.  vance 

Ross,  Friday  night's  laity  leadership  speaker,  the  congregation 
gathered  around  the  stage  for  prayer  and  commitments  to  serve 
God  in  big  ways.  At  the  close  of  the  service,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn 
said  the  service  was  life-changing.  "You've  changed  our  stories. 


Our  stories  are  different  now  than  they  were  just  an  hour  or  so 
ago,"  he  said.  On  Saturday  morning,  Gwinn  asked  everyone  to 
pair  with  someone  nearby  and  share  each  other's  commitments 
from  the  service.  Participants  then  prayed  for  God's  blessing  on 

the  Commitments.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton,  text  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 
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Historic  Communion  service  held 


An  historic  United  Methodist-Episcopal 
service  of  Holy  Communion  highlighted  the 
opening  of  the  2007  session  of  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  (Left)  celebrated  Holy 
Communion  together  with  the  Rt.  Rev.  Clifton 
Daniel,  bishop  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of 
East  Carolina  (Right). 

Rev.  Charles  Michael  Smith,  executive 
director  of  the  Conference  Connectional 
Table,  explained  that  the  jointly 
celebrated  Communion  recognized  the 
covenant  relationship  formed  between 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Episcopal  Church. 

Gwinn  called  the  Communion  service 
a  "wonderful,  historic  experience." 

Photo  and  text  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 
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ABOVE:  Members  of  newly  chartered  Solid  Rock 
UMC  in  Olivia  lay  hands  on  pastors  who  will  be 
starting  new  churches  throughout  the  conference 
during  a  prayer  for  their  success. 

Photos  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  except  where  noted. 


ABOVE:  Laura  Lord,  conference 
youth  president  used  the  inter- 
connected words  of  a  Scrabble 
game,  to  encourage  conference 
members  to  "build  the  valuable 
words  of  faith  that  connect  you 
and  your  church  with  youth." 


RIGHT:  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  President, 
Jimmie  Shuler,  explained, 
"United  Methodist  Women 
are  women  in  mission"  caring 
for  "the  least,  the  lost  and 
the  last." 


ABOVE:  Nara  Melkonyan,  director  of 
Project  AGAPE  in  Armenia  reported 
on  the  continuing  efforts  of  the  joint 
project  of  the  Armenial  Apostolic 
Church,  The  NC  Conference  and  the 
Western  NC  Conference.  Begun  in  1995, 
the  project  addresses  needs  for  medical 
care,  job  training,  and  care  for  the 
children  of  the  country  deeply  affected 
by  a  devastating  earthquake  in  1998, 
war,  and  a  damaged  economy. 

BELOW:  Members  of  the  Annual 
Conference  bagged  40,000  lbs.  of 
sweet  potatoes  for  distribution  to 
food  banks  throughout  eastern  North 
Carolina  on  Saturday  morning.  The 
mission  project  took  place  behind  the 
convention  center  and  was  sponsored 
by  the  United  Methodist  Men. 


ABOVE:  During  Friday's  celebration  of  the  laity,  the  children's  choir  from  Rhems  UMC  shared  several  songs  with  the  conference. 
Rhems  UMC  has  a  ministry  supporting  refugees  from  Burma.  The  congregation  has  two  bilingual  Sunday  school  classes  and 
last  Christmas  held  a  worship  service  in  four  languages.  Rhems  UMC  received  the  Key  Taylor  award  in  support  of  rural  church 
ministry  and  was  honored  as  one  of  the  outstanding  ministries  of  the  year.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 
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Annual  conference  members  work  in  the  light 
of  God  through  four  days  of  prayer,  support  for 
each  other,  decision  making,  and  worship 


By  Bill  Norton  and  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

The  2007  North  Carolina  Annual 
conference,  June  1 3- 1 6  at  the  Greenville 
Convention  Center,  was  a  time  for 
Bible  study,  worship,  prayer,  electing 
delegates,  discussion  and  decision 
making. 

Election  of  delegates 

As  in  past  years,  the  election  of  lay 
delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  was  completed  before  the 
clergy  delegates  were  elected. 

The  final  lay  ballot  was  announced 
early  Saturday  morning.  Clergy  still 
had  eight  jurisdictional  delegates  and 
five  alternates  to  elect  at  that  time. 
Lay  members  asked  Bishop  Gwinn  to 
dismiss  them  and  keep  the  clergy.  This 
step  was  described  by  some  conference 
members  as  unusual. 

When  all  business  matters  were 
completed  about  3  pm  in  the 
afternoon,  Bishop  Gwinn  closed 
Annual  Conference  and  immediately 
convened  an  executive  session  for  clergy 
to  complete  the  election  process. 

Before  closing  the  conference, 
Bishop  Gwinn  informed  conference 
members  what  was  planned  and 
indicated  that  only  the  election  of 
clergy  delegates  would  be  conducted 
during  the  executive  session.  Laypersons 
could  be  present  for  the  executive 
session,  but  only  a  small  number  of 
laypersons  remained. 

Election  results  and  other 
information  can  be  found  on  page  6. 

Toward  the  future 

During  his  State  of  the  Church 
address,  Bishop  Gwinn  told  the 
conference  about  two  initiatives  with 


The  Duke  Endowment,  Duke  Divinity 
School  and  Western  NC  Conference 
directed  to  rural  congregations. 

The  Thriving  Rural  Communities 
Initiative,  over  the  next  six  years,  will 
place  three  seminary  students  each  year, 
after  graduation,  in  rural  areas. 

By  working  five  to  eight  years  in  rural 
setting  to  show  future  leaders  how  small 
churches  can  be  vital,  healthy,  Spirit- 
filled,  and  dynamic  congregations, 
the  graduates  will  have  their  seminary 
training  paid  in  full. 

In  the  second  initiative,  The 
Duke  Endowment  has  announced 
a  7-year,  $12  million  plan  with  the 
two  conferences  and  Duke  Divinity 
School  to  assess  and  improve  the  health 
of  United  Methodist  clergy  across 
North  Carolina. 

The  Healthy  Congregations 
Task  Force  introduced  an  Overview 
Document,  a  Bible  Study,  a  Healthy 
Church  Assessment,  and  a  Ministry 
Action  Plan  to  help  churches  determine 
their  current  health  by  assessing  areas 
of  strength  and  areas  which  could  be 
stronger.  (The  August  issue  of  the  NCC 
Christian  Advocate  will  include  a  focus 
section  covering  these  resources). 

Budget,  salaries,  and 
conference  treasurer 

Members  approved  the  $  1 9.7  million 
budget  presented  by  the  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 
Attempts  to  increase  several  line  items, 
primarily  for  colleges,  retirement 
homes,  and  the  Clergy  Counseling  and 
Consultation  Office,  were  defeated. 

A  new  formula  for  computing 
salary  for  district  superintendents 
was  presented  and  approved.  The 
formula  sets  the  salary  as  the  average 


of  the  top  25  pastors'  salaries  in  the 
Conference  for  the  previous  year.  The 
recommended  and  approved  salary  for 
2008  is  $99,292. 

The  minimum  salary  for  pastors 
under  full-time  appointment  in  2008 
was  set  at  $38,806,  a  $1,347  increase 
over  the  2007  figure.  Salary  for  student 
pastors  in  2008  was  set  at  $25,224.  The 
increase  over  2007  is  $876.  Utilities  was 
set  at  $2,200  for  full-time  and  student 
pastors.  Travel  reimbursement  was 
recommended  to  be  at  least  $3,000. 

Christine  Dodson,  CPA,  was  elected 
conference  treasurer/business  manager. 
Dodson  was  selected  by  Conference 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
to  serve  as  interim  treasurer  last  fall 
following  the  resignation  of  Sharon 
Strother,  former  treasurer,  who  became 
chief  financial  office  for  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  and  Health  Benefits. 

Dodson  previously  served  as 
the  conference  controller.  She  was 
recommended  by  CCF&A  to  become 
treasurer  after  an  extensive  interview 
process. 

Resolutions 
passed 

The  conference  pass- 
ed resolutions  oppos- 
ing human  induced 
climate  change,  estab- 
lishing a  Hunger  Aware- 
ness Day  with  a  local 
church  offering  in  June, 
supporting  withdrawal 
of  the  UMC  from  the 
Religious  Coalition  for 
Reproductive  Choice, 
and  supporting  the 
addition  of  wording  to 
the  Book  of  Discipline 


Paragraph  161J  concerning  abortion. 
Resolutions  on  Health  Care  Reform 
and  some  form  of  Universal  Health 
Care  Insurance  and  opposition  to  the 
war  in  Iraq  were  defeated. 

A  motion  to  pray  for  peace  and 
healing  of  all  persons  affected  by  the  Iraq 
war  and  to  minister  to  the  emotional 
and  spiritual  needs  of  soldiers,  veterans, 
and  their  families  was  passed. 

Statistician's  Report 

The  Rev.  George  Speake  reported  a 
91  member  increase  from  236,543  to 
236,634  members.  He  said  the  average 
worship  attendance  of  85,958  was  a 
decrease  of  66.  "Please  be  accurate  and 
diligent  in  your  work,"  Speake  said  to 
the  pastors. 

Trustees  Report 

Cashar  Evans,  chair  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Trustees  said  the  conference 
owns  property  off  Greenfield  Parkway 
east  of  Raleigh.  The  property  is  now 


See  "Highlights" page  8 


f  v 


ABOVE: 

The  Rev.  Tim 
Reaves  presented 
the  laity  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 
to  Dotsy  Reynolds  in 
honor  of  her  service 
as  the  Rockingham 
District  director  of 
lay  speaking  for  the 
past  26  years. 


RIGHT: 

Dr.  Camille  Yorkey 

addressed  the  conference  after  receiving  the  clergy 
Denman  Evangelism  Award  for  her  work  starting  three 
new  churches  with  a  combined  membership  of  1,578  at 
the  end  of  2005.    Above  photos  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 

LEFT:  Conference  members  listen  to  one  of  the  many 
reports  presented  during  the  four-day  conference. 
Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 
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Worship  celebration  of  Hispanic/Latino  Ministry  rocks 
Annual  Conference,  unites  celebrants  in  the  Spirit 


By  Para  Drake-Bohm  * 

"One  in  the  Spirit  —  one  mind  -  one  heart  -  one  in 
God"  set  the  theme  forThursday  nights  Hispanic  Worship 
Celebration  during  Annual  Conference  that  included 
both  traditional  and  contemporary  hymn  singing. 

After  a  rousing  start  learning  to  dance  the  Salsa  while 
offering  the  Peace  of  Christ  to  one  another,  Cookie 
Santiago,  conference  director  of  Hispanic/Latino 
ministries,  brought  down  the  tempo  to  allow  the  Spirit 
of  God  to  bring  the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  present 
into  focus  upon  the  calling  of  God  to  all  peoples  to 
embrace  all  cultures. 

"Praise  and  worship  unites  people,"  Santiago 
reminded  the  crowd. 

As  the  program  turned  toward  the  preaching  of 
Bishop  Marion  Edwards,  in  an  unusual  twist,  Anglo 
reader  JoAnna  Cafferty  brought  the  Word  in  Spanish, 
after  which  Rev.  Rosanna  Panizo,  whose  native  home 
is  Peru,  read  from  the  Gospel  of  John  in  English.  The 
theme  of  inclusion  was  reinforced  by  these  readings  as 
the  crowd  prepared  to  hear  Bishop  Edwards  bring  the 
Word  to  life. 

"Think  on  this  topic,"  Edwards  began,  "No  man  is 
like  this  man."  He  called  the  hearers  to  imagine  the 
scene  that  is  presented  in  John  7:31-32  and  45-47.  No 
man  is  like  this  man  -  "We  have  only  about  forty  days ' 
of  his  life  described,"  reminded  Edwards. 

He  told  the  story  of  visiting  the  Parade  Field  of 
the  Four  Chaplains  in  Ft.  Benning,  Georgia  as  an 
introduction  to  the  ministry  of  a  Reformed  pastor  that 
began  with  his  simple  question  of  his  chaplain  father, 
"What  do  you  really  know  about  Jesus?"  The  chaplain, 
who  with  three  others,  gave  his  life  so  the  men  on  his 
sinking  ship  could  live  by  herding  them  into  life  jackets 
and  life  boats  replied  simply,  "I  don't  know  much  about 
Jesus  but  he's  .  .  .  the  only  hope  this  world  has." 

Edwards  concluded  with  the  chant,  "No-one  ever 
spoke  like  this  man;  no  one  ever  lived  like  this  man;  no 
one  ever  died  like  this  man;  and  no  one  ever  rose  like 
this  man!"  The  hearers  expressed  their  appreciation  for 
the  inspiring  message  brought  by  Edwards. 

Bishop  Gwinn  provided  the  response  to  the  Word, 
calling  the  Conference  to  "learn  to  bridge  (cultures),  to 
reach  out,  and  to  esteem  other  people."  He  reiterated 
a  message  from  his  State  of  the  Church  address  that  a 
large  group  of  people  are  coming  to  North  Carolina  and 
bridges  must  be  built  to  reach  them. 

*  Para  Drake-Bohm  is  pastor  of  Newbegun  UMC  in  the 
Elizabeth  City  District  and  a  member  of  the  Conference 
Communications  Circle. 


Special  offerings  support  the  work  of  God 

Thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the  people  and  churches  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  the  following 
special  offerings  were  received  at  Annual  Conference  2007  for  the  work  of  God:  SEJ-  Dam  Restoration 
-  $23,496.06;  Liberia  -  Pastor  and  DS  salary  support  -  $12,439.93;  Katrina  recovery  -  $4,042.33;  Laity 
Program  -  $3,734.89.  Cokesbury  Bookstore  gave  a  portion  of  their  proceeds  to  the  Conference.  The  gift 
of  $1 2,755.20  was  designated  by  conference  members  for  the  Central  Conference  Pension  Initiative. 
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Throughout  the  NC  Conference,  God's  amazing 
miracles  can  be  seen,  says  Bishop  Al  Gwinn 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

In  his  State  of  the  Church  Address,  a  highlight  of 
the  opening  worship  service,  Gwinn  spoke  about 
viewing  his  newborn  children  and  grandchildren 
through  the  nursery-viewing  window  at  the  hospital 
and  invited  worshipers  to  look  in  the  window  and  see 
what  God  was  doing  across  the  conference. 

"We  will  surely  stand  in  amazement  as  we  look  at 
God's  new  creations  -  miracles  if  you  please  -  that 
God  is  birthing  in  our  North  Carolina  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,"  Gwinn  said. 

He  spoke  of  the  chartering  of  Solid  Rock  UMC  in 
Harnett  County  —  a  vital,  multi-cultural  congregation 
featuring  a  growing  youth  ministry,  numerous  Bible 
study  groups  and  prison  ministry  —  and  spoke  of  other 
congregations  bringing  new  life  into  the  conference. 

He  mentioned  that  another  four  million  people  were 
expected  in  the  state  over  the  next  18  years,  creating 
the  equivalent  of  a  new  South  Carolina  in  NC. 

"We  have  no  time  to  waste,"  Gwinn  said.  "A  tsunami 
of  opportunity  is  coming  our  way." 

He  also  spoke  of  the  "Thriving  Rural  Communities 
Initiative,"  a  partnership  of  the  NC  Conference, 
Western  NC  Conference,  Duke  Divinity  School  and 
the  Rural  Church  Division  of  the  Duke  Endowment, 
paying  major  attention  to  smaller  membership 
churches  in  rural  areas.  For  the  next  six  years,  three 
thriving  rural  congregations  will  be  laboratories  of 
learning  in  the  conference. 

The  bishop  spoke  of  the  healthy  congregations 
initiative,  Hispanic  and  Latino  Ministries,  and  a  new 
partnership  among  the  two  conferences  in  the  state, 
Duke  Divinity  School  and  the  Duke  Endowment  to 
improve  the  health  of  clergy  in  rural  North  Carolina. 


i;u«  Cmfrrcnu  C&riititx 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 
Advocate  (USPS:  0392-560)  (ISSN:  0029-2435) 
is  published  monthly  by  NC  Conference 
Communications,  1307  Glenwood  Avenue, 
Raleigh,  NC  27605,  (919)  832-9560. 
Periodical  postage  paid  in  Raleigh,  NC  and 
additional  mailing  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  NCCC 
Advocate,  PO  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

Subscription  Rates:  Individual  Subscriptions: 
$15  per  year.  Administrative  board  plan 
(at  least  10  subscriptions  submitted  and  paid 
as  a  group,  submitted  together):  $12. 

Advocate  Staff:  Bill  Norton,  Editor; 
LeeAnne  Thornton,  Linda  Smith 

Layout:  InkScribe  Design 

Advertising  Rates:  Available  at  www.nccumc. 
org/publications  or  call  Communications  at 
1-800-849-4433. 

Letters  to  the  editor:  Submissions  are 
welcome.  Length  not  to  exceed  250  words. 
Full  submission  guidelines  detailed  with  each 
issue's  letters. 

Article  and  Photo  Submissions:  Local 
churches  and  conference  agencies  may 
submit  items  for  publication.  The  deadline  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  before  publication. 

All  articles  and  photos  subject  to  editing. 
Photographs  or  art  should  be  submitted 
at  300dpi  or  higher  in  JPG  or  TIF  formats. 

Contact:  bnorton@nccumc.org  or  (919)  832- 
9560  with  any  questions. 


Gwinn  challenged  worshipers  to  be  heartbroken  by 
the  30,000  children  dying  today  of  hunger,  preventable 
diseases  and  violence,  and  more  than  13  million 
children  living  in  poverty  in  the  United  States. 

"Friends,  Jesus  has  called  us  to  be  the  hope  of  the 
world,"  he  said.  Gwinn  mentioned  the  work  of  the 
Rev.  Greg  Jenks  and  ZOE  Ministry  with  HIV/ AIDS 
and  malaria  orphans.  "Both  diseases  are  preventable 
and  treatable."  He  also  commended  the  "Nothing 
but  Nets"  campaign  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
with  Sports  Illustrated  and  the  National  Basketball 
Association  to  stamp  out  malaria  in  Africa. 

"We  are  presently  positioned  to  stamp  out  malaria 
in  our  lifetime,"  Gwinn  said.  For  only  $10  a  bed  net 
can  be  purchased,  he  said,  to  protect  a  child  or  family 
from  malaria  carrying  mosquitoes  in  Africa.  "We 


Methodists  have  already  purchased  950,000  nets.  We 
are  positioned  to  stamp  out  malaria  in  our  lifetime." 

At  the  close  of  his  address,  Gwinn  challenged  the 
conference  to  fulfill  Jesus'  Great  Commission  to  make 
disciples  of  all  nations,  armed  with  "a  quiver-full  of 
clergy"  and  "a  quiver-full  of  laity"  who  put  mission 
ahead  of  buildings  and  the  Great  Commission  ahead 
of  personal  interests. 

A  transcription  of  the  Bishop's  complete  State  of 
the  Church  address  can  be  viewed  or  printed  from 
the  conference  web  site  at  http://www.nccumc.org/ 
ac2007/stateofchurch.htm. 

*  Reggie  Ponder  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  annual 
conference  and  a  staff  writer  at  the  Daily  Dispatch  in 
Henderson. 


In  2006, 

10,000  United  Methodist 

churches  looked  to  us  for  insurance  protection 


Here's  why: 

•  Customer  satisfaction  —  more  than  94%  of  Church  Mutual  policyholders 
renewed  last  year 

•  Outstanding  financial  strength  —  rated  A+  (Superior)  by  A.M.  Best 
every  year  since  1952 

•  Personal  service/prompt  claims  payment  —  with  church  insurance 
specialists  located  across  the  nation 

•  Our  policyholders  own  the  company  —  profits  don't  go  to  stockholders 
or  holding  companies 

Call  800.554.2642  or  go  to  www.ChurchMutuai.com/UMC  and  request 
a  free,  on-site  needs  analysis  from  the  leader. 


WHY  NOT  LEARN  MORE 
ABOUT  THE  COMPANY  THAT  INSURES 
MORE  THAN  TWICE  AS  MANY  AMERICAN 
CHURCHES  THAN  ANYONE  ELSE? 


Church 
Mutual] 

Listening.  1  Learning.  I  Leading? 


Page  6 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


July  2007 


Clergy  and  laity  elect  delegates  for  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences,  select  delegation  leadership 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Paul  Leeland  was  elected  chair 
of  the  NC  Conference  General  and 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Delegation; 
Emily  Innes  was  elected  vice  chair;  and 
Carl  Frazier  was  elected  secretary. 

The  delegation  elected  the  leadership 
following  the  conclusion  of  conference 
on  Saturday,  June  16. 

Leeland  is  assistant  the  to  bishop  and 
director  of  ministerial  relations.  Innes  is 
conference  lay  leader.  Frazier  is  pastor 
of  St.  Luke  UMC  in  Sanford. 

Elections  are  held  every  four  years  for 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 
where  church  laws  are  approved,  and  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference, 
where  bishops  are  elected. 

Only  clergy  elders  and  deacons  in  full 
connection  vote  for  clergy  delegates. 
Lay  conference  members  elect  lay 
delegates. 

Clergy  needed  26  ballots  to  elect  all 
delegates  by  5  pm  on  Saturday,  June 
16.  For  the  2004  delegation,  17  ballots 
were  needed,  and  20  in  2000. 

Lay  persons  needed  1 3  ballots  to  elect 
all  25  delegates  by  Saturday  morning. 
Six  ballots  were  needed  for  the  2004  lay 
delegates  and  13  ballots  in  2000. 

Three  of  the  laypersons  elected  on 
the  first  ballot  this  year  were  elected  on 
the  first  ballot  in  2004. 

The  first  clergy  elected  this  year  was 
on  the  second  ballot.  He  was  elected 
third  on  the  second  ballot  in  2004. 

Delegates  and  alternates 

The  General  Conference  Delegation 
has  10  clergy  and  10  laypersons.  An 
additional  10  clergy  and  10  laypersons 
join  the  General  Conference  Delegation 
to  form  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  There  are  five  more  clergy 
and  five  more  laypersons  elected 
as  alternates. 

Clergy  and  lay  delegates  11  and  12 
(jurisdictional)  travel  with  the  General 
Conference  delegation  to  fill  vacancies 
as  needed  at  General  Conference,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  chair.  Delegates  21-25, 
the  alternates,  serve  if  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
the  20  person  Jurisdictional  Delegadon. 

Delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
spend  most  of  the  first  week  in  one  of 
13  legisladve  committees  and  in  plenary 


session  during  the  second  week.  A  typical 
day  during  the  conference  will  begin  at 
8:30  am  and  often  end  at  10:30  pm. 

Delegation  convenes 

Following  the  completion  of  the 
clergy  ballot  around  5  pm  on  June 
16,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  convened  the 
delegation  for  the  election  of  officers. 

Following  the  election,  the  delegation 
decided  to  meet  later  in  the  month  to 
make  decisions  on  General  Conference 
Legislative  Committee  assignments  and 
to  discuss  other  matters. 

Diverse  representation 

On  the  complete  2008  delegation, 
nine  clergy  and  10  laypersons  are  first- 
time  delegates. 

Patricia  Archer,  associate  at  Pine 
Valley  UMC  in  Wilmington,  is  the  first 
deacon  elected  a  General  Conference 
delegate  in  the  NC  Conference. 

Also  elected  were  four  delegates  under 
20-years-of-age,  Duncan  McMillan, 
Emily  Farnell,  Malachi  Wade,  and 
Laura  Lord. 

A  father,  Samuel  McMillan,  was 
elected  a  clergy  jurisdictional  delegate 
and  his  son,  Duncan  McMillan,  was 
elected  a  lay  jurisdictional  delegate. 

Albert  Shuler  was  elected  a  clergy 
General  Conference  delegate  and  his 
wife,  Jimmie  Shuler,  was  elected  a  lay 
jurisdictional  delegate  as  was  the  case 
in  2004. 

Won  Namkoong  was  elected 
a  jurisdictional  delegate  and  his 
brother,  Kong  Namkung,  was  elected 
an  alternate. 

There  are  seven  clergy  women  and 
12  lay  women  on  the  full  delegation, 
including  alternates.  Three  clergy 
women  and  four  lay  women  are  on  the 
General  Conference  Delegation. 

Minority  groups  are  represented  by 
seven  clergy  and  seven  laypersons.  Two 
ethnics  are  clergy  General  Conference 
delegates  and  two  are  lay  General 
Conference  delegates. 

General  Conference  meets  for  two 
weeks,  April  23-May  2,  2008,  in  Fort 
Worth,  TX.  The  SEJ  Conference  meets 
July  16-19,  2008  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  and  Advocate  editor. 


Leeland  selected  as 
delegation's  nominee  for  Bishop 

The  NCC  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
delegates,  in  late  June,  endorsed  Paul  Leeland  as  the 
delegation's  nominee  for  the  Office  of  Bishop. 
See  article  on  page  20  for  more  information. 


2008  NC  Conference 

General  and  SEJ  Delegates 

(Listed  in  order  of  election) 

Clergy 

Laity 

General  Conference 

i 

Paul  Leeland,  Raleigh 

Emily  Innes,  Raleigh 

2 

Beth  Hood,  moving  to  Greenville 

Cashar  Evans,  Kitty  Hawk 

3 

Belton  Joyner,  Bahama 

Gary  Locklear,  Pembroke 

4 

Carol  Goehring,  Fayetteville 

Bill  Norton,  Raleigh 

5 

Bob  Bergland,  Rocky  Mount 

Ben  Adams,  Smithfield 

6 

Patricia  Archer,  Wilmington 

Laura  Little,  Greenville 

7 

Gray  Southern,  moving  to  Durham 

Anna  Gail  Workman,  Mebane 

8 

Albert  Shuler,  Greenville 

Mack  Parker,  Raleigh 

9 

Carl  Frazier,  Sanford 

Beth  Norris,  Raleigh 

10 

Leonard  Fairley,  Laurinburg 

Steve  Taylor,  Lumberton 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  Conference 

11 

Samuel  Wynn,  Raleigh 

Duncan  McMillan,  Laurinburg 

12 

Won  Seok  Namkoong,  Elizabeth  City 

Emily  Farnell,  Smithfield 

13 

David  Banks,  moving  toPinehurst 

Malachi  Wade,  Fayetteville 

14 

Edgar  DeJesus,  Hurdle  Mills 

Jimmie  Shuler,  Greenville 

15 

Charles  Cook,  moving  to  Goldsboro 

Barry  Merrill,  Princeton 

16 

Paul  Stallsworth,  MoreheadGty 

Irene  Brownlee,  Apex 

17 

Samuel  McMillan,  Laurinburg 

Patrick  Mann,  MoreheadGty 

18 

Timothy  Reaves,  White  Oak 

LaNella  Smith,  Durham 

19 

Steve  Hickle,  Raleigh 

Laura  Lord,  Louisburg 

20 

Gayle  Carlton  Felton,  Rougemont 

Paul  Chitnis,  Raleigh 

Alternates 

1 

Kong  Suk  Namkung,  Fayetteville 

Thomas  Walden,  Youngsville 

2 

Rosanna  Pantzo-Valladares,  Durham 

Annie  Fairley,  Maxton 

3 

Edith  Lee  Gleeves,  Englewood,  NJ 

Sam  Isley,  Raleigh 

4 

Powell  Osteen,  New  Bern 

Sandra  Ray,  Camden 

5 

Laura  Hayes  Coffman,  Durham 

Darlene  Jacobs,  Lake  Junaluska 

Paul  Leeland  (Left)  was  elected  chair  of  the  NC  Conference  General  and  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Delegation;  Emily  Innes  (Center)  was  elected  vice  chair;  and  Carl 
Frazier  (Right)  was  elected  secretary.  Leeland  is  assistant  to  the  bishop  and  director 
of  ministerial  relations;  Innes  is  conference  lay  leader;  and  Frizier  is  pastor  of  Saint 
Luke  UMC  in  Sanford.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 
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The  Rev.  Vance  Ross  challenged  those  in  attendance  at  the  laity  leadership  event  to  make  a  commitment  to  big 
ministry  in  the  service  of  "an  affirmative  action  God."  Photos  this  page  by  Bill  Norton. 


"Help  people  experience  the  love  of 
God"  is  message  of  leadership  event 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

The  Rev.  Vance  Ross  led  those  at  Friday  evening's 
Laity  Leadership  Event  at  Annual  Conference  in 
making  commitments  to  big  ministry  in  the  service  of 
"an  affirmative  action  God." 

In  his  message,  "Living  the  Great  Redemption," 
based  on  John  3:16,  he  said  the  Gospel  was  all  about 
God's  gracious  initiative  and  love  for  the  world. 

"We  are  not  serving  an  equal  opportunity  God,"  Ross 
said.  "We  are  serving  an  affirmative  action  God." 

Ross,  a  staff  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church's  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the  church 
needed  to  help  people  experience  the  love  of  God. 

"We  can  forget  why  we  do  what  we  do,"  he  said. 
"We  can  forget  this  is  about  God.  It  begins  with 
God's  movement." 

Many  people  are  running  from  churches 
because  churches  have  learned  to  make  people  feel 
unwelcome,  he  said. 

"How  did  we  get  here?"  Ross  asked.  "We  have  failed 
at  going  out  and  getting  people  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  to  feel  that  love." 

Loving,  Giving,  Aiming 

Ross  focused  on  three  aspects  of  Living  the  Great 
Redemption:  loving  as  God  loves„giving  as  God  gives, 
and  aiming  as  God  aims. 

"We've  got  to  have  a  love  that  acts  beyond  everything 
that  we  normally  see,"  Ross  said.  "That's  how  we  live 
the  great  redemption.  We've  got  to  find  a  way  to  love 
God's  world  and  make  a  Holy  Spirit  difference  in  the 
name  of  Jesus." 

In  talking  about  giving  as  God  gives,  he  told  about 
his  basketball  crazy  18-year-old  son  who  gave  up 
his  starting  spot  on  the  team  to  make  a  place  for  an 
exceptionally  gifted  newcomer  to  the  school.  The 


coach  asked  him  if  he  would  step  aside  to  make  way 
for  the  new  player. 

Ross  said  he  was  disappointed  that  his  son  no  longer 
was  starting.  "But  I  was  so  proud  of  my  son,  who  said, 
'There's  something  bigger  here  than  just  me.'" 

In  the  same  way,  Christians  have  to  give  something  up 
so  something  good  can  happen  in  the  church,  he  said. 

Aiming  as  God  aims  requires  remembering  that 
God  loved  the  world  and  sent  his  Son  for  the  world, 
"the  whole  of  it,"  Ross  said.  "We've  got  to  have  a  bigger 
vision  about  why  we're  here." 

He  involved  the  congregation  in  a  chant:  "Reach 
high!  Reach  high!" 

Ross  talked  about  what  reaching  high  might  mean. 
"I  believe  that  we  can  have  not  just  desegregated 
churches,  we  can  have  fully  integrated  churches  by 
the  name  of  Jesus,"  he  said,  and  went  on  to  describe 
churches  in  which  the  pastoral  ministry  of  women  is 
celebrated  and  youth  are  fully  involved  in  the  church. 

Life-changing  commitments 

"Will  you  dare  make  a  commitment?"  he  asked. 

At  Ross'  invitation,  the  congregation  gathered 
around  the  stage  for  prayer  and  commitments  to  serve 
God  in  big  ways. 

At  the  close  of  the  service,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  said 
the  service  had  been  life-changing. 

"You've  changed  our  stories,"  Gwinn  said  after 
Ross  led  the  congregation  in  prayer.  "Our  stories  are 
different  now  than  they  were  just  an  hour  or  so  ago." 

On  Saturday  morning,  Gwinn  asked  everyone 
to  pair  with  someone  nearby  and  share  each  other's 
commitments  from  Friday  night's  service.  Participants 
then  prayed  for  God's  blessing  on  the  commitments. 

*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  clergy  member  of  the  conference 
and  a  staff  writer  at  the  Daily  Dispatch  in  Henderson. 


Clergywomen 
Name  "Red 
Shoe"  Recipient 

By  Para  Drake-Bohm  * 

More  than  80  persons  gathered  Wednesday  evening, 
June  13,  at  the  Hilton  Hotel  in  Greenville  to  celebrate 
the  ministry  of  women  across  the  North  Carolina 
Conference. 

The  program  featured  the  recognition  of  Beth 
Hood,  newly  appointed  Greenville  District.  As  the 
keynote  speaker,  Hood  provided  a  glimpse  into  her 
call  and  ministry.  "Beth  brought  the  perfect  word 
-  not  'want  to'  but  'obedience,'"  said  a  clergywoman 
following  the  program. 

The  gathering  prayed  for  the  ministry  of  both 
Carol  Goehring,  Fayetteville  District  superintendent, 
and  Hood  as  they  move  forward  into  a  new 
conference  year. 

A  highlight  of  the  program  was  the  bestowal  of  "The 
Red  Shoe  Recognition,"  given  to  a  clergyman  who  has 
particularly  supported  women  in  ministry. 

This  year's  recipient,  Paul  Leeland,  joins  Kermit 
Braswell,  Belton  Joyner,  Bishop  CP  Minnick, 
and  Albert  Shuler  in  being  recognized  "for  his 
encouragement  and  support  of  women  in  ministry 
through  advocacy,  appointment,  mentoring,  and 
friendship."  Posthumous  recognitions  were  given  to 
Bishop  Paul  Garber  (2006)  and  Vassar  Jones  (2007). 

The  theme  of  "The  Red  Shoe"  comes  from  gathered 
stories  of  the  SEJ's  election  of  the  first  woman  bishop, 
Charlene  Kammerer.  Purchasing  a  pair  of  red  sequined 
"Dorothy  shoes"  in  Atlanta,  Kammerer  promised  to 
dance  in  them  if  elected. 

Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  was  presented  with 
a  pair  of  red  sequined  shoes  upon  her  election  to 
the  episcopacy  by  the  women  in  ministry  in  North 
Carolina. 

Kammerer,  serving  in  Virginia,  Ward,  serving  in 
Mississippi,  and  Virginia  Taylor,  serving  in  South 
Carolina,  are  the  three  women  bishops  elected  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 


*  Para  Drake-Bohm  is  pastor  of  Newbegun  UMC  in  the 
Elizabeth  City  District  and  a  member  of  the  Conference 
Communications  Circle. 


The  Rev.  Paul  Leeland 
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worth  perhaps  twice  what  the  conference 
paid  for  it  five  years  ago,  he  said. 

Whether  trustees  will  recommend 
moving  the  conference  offices  to  the 
site  or  another  location  is  being  studied. 
"As  resources  become  available  without 
raising  apportionments  we  will  come  to 
you  with  a  proposal,"  Evans  said. 

A  subcommittee  of  the  trustees 
proposed  the  use  of  proceeds  from  the 
sale  of  church  property  for  ministry 
in  the  district  where  the  property  was 
located,  that  the  trustees  be  reimbursed 
for  expenses  related  to  the  property, 
and  that  10  percent  of  the  sale,  up  to 
$5,000,  would  go  to  the  trustees  for 
maintenance  of  closed  or  abandoned 
property.  The  Annual  Conference 
supported  the  proposal. 


Rural  Church  Missions 

"If  missions  is  not  evangelical 
then  it  can't  be  missions,"  said  Steve 
Taylor,  conference  director  of  missions, 
before  presenting  the  Key  Taylor  award 
to  Rhems  UMC  in  the  New  Bern 
District  where  the  pastor  is  the  Rev. 
Connie  Stutts. 

Rhems  has  a  Seven-Star  Unit  of 
United  Methodist  Women,  participates 
in  Rainbow  Covenant  giving,  and  has  a 
nursing  home  ministry  and  a  ministry 
to  refugees.  The  congregation  has  two 
bilingual  Sunday  school  classes  and  last 
Christmas  held  a  worship  service  in 
four  languages. 

Later  in  the  conference,  the  church's 
children's  choir,  consisting  of  refugees 
from  Burma,  sang  several  songs. 


Bishop  Edwards  returns  to 
preach  and  teach  at  AC 

By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

Bishop  Marion  Edwards  used  insights  from  biblical  archaeology  to  draw 
attention  to  the  "scandalizing  edge"  of  Jesus'  portrayal  of  God's  unconditional 
love  in  the  parable  of  "The  Two  Lost  Boys." 

Edwards,  who  was  the  episcopal  leader  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
from  1996-2004,  returned  to  North  Carolina  from  his  native  Georgia  to 
preach  and  teach  at  this  year's  conference  session  in  Greenville. 

The  parable  from  Luke  15,  commonly  known  as  the  "Prodigal  Son," 
has  a  strong  message  that's  easy  to  miss  because  it  is  heard  from  a  modern 
perspective  rather  than  the  world  of  Jesus'  original  audience,  Edwards  said. 

The  first  listeners  to  the  parable  were 
Jewish  families  having  trouble  with 
their  own  teenage  sons  leaving  for 
the  cosmopolitan,  pagan  cities  of  the 
Decapolis,  he  said. 

"The  far  country"  of  the  parable 
was  not  geographically  far,  but  far 
away  spiritually  and  culturally,  a  place 
where  there  was  no  kosher  food,  pagan 
entertainment  in  the  theater,  a  lower 
view  of  God  and  life,  a  statue  of  Zeus, 
"and  it  all  ends  with  slopping  hogs," 
Edwards  said. 

As  the  younger  son  in  the  parable 
returns  to  his  father,  the  father  runs 
out  to  meet  him.  Edwards  told  of  a 
Japanese  convert  to  Christianity  who 
had  painted  a  picture  of  the  return  of  the  son.  The  picture  showed  a  stern 
father  with  arms  crossed,  and  the  painter's  mentor  told  him  it  was  technically 
fine,  but  urged  him  to  re-read  the  parable. 

When  the  converted  repainted  the  scene,  he  depicted  the  father  wearing 
shoes  that  didn't  match.  When  the  mentor  asked  about  the  shoes,  the  painter 
responded  that  the  father  had  run  out  to  greet  his  son  in  such  haste  that  he 
put  on  shoes  that  didn't  match. 

"I  want  to  be  a  member  of  a  church,  of  a  conference,  of  a  denomination 
-  when  the  world  looks  at  us,  our  shoes  won't  match,"  Edwards  said. 

He  called  the  son's  return  "a  beautiful  scene."  The  son  begins  his  speech,  well- 
rehearsed,  but  "before  he  can  get  to  point  three,  his  father  cuts  him  short." 

Edwards  said  that  "the  God  of  Jesus  does  strange  things,  scandalous  things," 
treating  the  lost  with  "utter  dignity"  and  putting  his  arms  around  them. 
"It  is  the  great  defining  characteristic  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ  - 
unconditional  love." 

See  "Bishop  Edwards,  "page  13 


Retired  Bishop,  Marion  Edwards 
led  Bible  studies  and  participated 
in  worship  services  throughout 
the  conference. 


"These  children  are 
transforming  an  existing 
congregation,"  noted 
Emily  Innes,  conference 
lay  leader. 

Evangelism 
Awards 

The  Rev.  Tim  Reaves 
presented  a  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 
to  Dotsy  Reynolds, 
Rockingham  District 
director  of  lay  speaking 
for  26  years. 

He  presented  a 
Denman  Evangelism 
Award  to  Dr.  Camille 
Yorkey,  who  started  three 
new  churches  that  had  a 
combined  membership 
of  1,578  at  the  end  of  2005. 

Awards  are  presented  annually 
to  a  layperson  and  a  clergy  member 
of  the  conference.  "Let  this  be  an 
encouragement  to  all  of  us  to  be 
about  the  work  of  witnessing  to  the 
transforming  power  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ,"  Reaves  said. 

Saints  of  God 
Stewardship  Award 

The  Saints  of  God  Stewardship 
Award  was  presented  to  Dr.  William 
Presnell,  pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Wilson 
at  the  time  and  currently  retired. 

The  award  was  given  in  recognition 
of  giving,  leadership,  Christian  witness, 
participation  in  work  teams,  and 
teaching  a  Bible  study  that  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  first  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  Thailand.  In  his 
retirement,  Presnell  plans  to  work  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
starting  new  churches  in  Asia. 

Golden  Cross 

The  Rev.  Richard  Vaughan  reported 
on  Golden  Cross,  a  ministry  to 
conference  laity  needing  assistance  with 


Dr.  William  Presnell  (Left)  is  presented  with  the  Saints  of 
God  Stewardship  Award  by  Dr.  Bill  Simpson,  (center)  and 
Dr.  Reginald  Ponder  (Right). 


medical  bills.  More  than  $9,200  was 
raised  through  last  year's  offering. 

A  motion  was  approved  for  the  2007 
Golden  Cross  Special  Offering  in  local 
churches  to  be  moved  to  August  5. 

Insurance 

The  Rev.  Gray  Southern,  chair  of  the 
Insurance  Committee,  said  there  would 
be  no  increase  in  the  health  insurance 
rates  for  active  clergy  for  the  third  year 
in  a  row. 

Dental  coverage  would  increase 
from  $1,000  to  $1,500  per  year  and 
the  available  physical  therapy  visits 
would  increase  from  30  to  50  per 
calendar  year. 

Pharmacy  co-pays  will  increase  from 
$10/$30/$40  to  $10/$35/$45.  The 
conference  adopted  the  report. 

Thriving  Rural 
Communities 

Dr.  Joe  Mann,  head  of  the  Duke 
Endowment's  Rural  Church  Division, 
reported  that  three  conference  churches 
have    been    identified    as  teaching 

See  "Highlights,  "page  9 


Jon  Strother  and  Randy  Innes  provided  bluegrass  music  throughout  the 
Conference.  Known  as  the  "Foggy  Bottom  Boys,"  their  third  member,  Charles 
Mosley  is  not  pictured.  The  group  offered  impromptu  musical  breaks  at  the  Bishop's 
request  during  the  business  proceedings  of  the  Conference. 

All  photos  pages  8-9  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  except  C.  Dodson  by  Bill  Norton. 
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congregations  in  the  Thriving  Rural 
Communities  Initiative.  They  are:  Sandy 
Plains,  Pembroke;  Cedar  Grove,  Orange 
County;  and  Solid  Rock,  Olivia. 


Congregational 
Development 

Dr.  Steve  Compton,  conference 
director  of  congregational  development, 
said  the  conference  has  started  a  new 
church  for  every  25,000  new  people 
in  the  state  and  that  Covenant  UMC 
in  Greenville,  started  about  15  years 
ago,  now  has  as  many  in  worship  each 
weekend  as  the  smallest  115  churches 
combined. 

In  addition,  Solid  Rock,  chartered 
this  past  year,  has  activities  going  on 
continually,  ministering  to  more  than 
1 ,200  people  every  week. 

The  church  delivers  food,  ministers 
in  prisons,  has  Bible  studies  every  day, 
sponsors  a  teen  nightclub,  operates  a 
before  and  after  school  program,  engages 
in  puppet  ministry,  and  operates 
childcare  ministry.  The  church  had  330 
charter  members. 

Members  of  Solid  Rock  UMC  prayed 
for  this  year's  new  church  launches: 
Fayetteville  District  -  Crossroads  with 
the  Rev.  Chad  Pullens  and  Cornerstone- 
Korean  with  the  Rev.  Kong  Namkung; 
Wilmington  District  -  Leland  Area  in 
Brunswick  County  with  the  Rev.  Terry 
Leigh  Buckner;  Raleigh  District  -  All 
Saints  in  the  Brier  Creek  Area  with  the 
Rev.  Greg  Moore,  and  Wakefield  with 
the  Rev.  Ed  New. 


a      The  choir  from  Covenant  UMC  brought  powerful,  spirit-filled  praise  through  music  at  Friday  evening's  Laity  event. 


UMMen 

Barry  Merrill, 
conference  United 
Methodist  Men 
president,  told  of 
four  men  in  four 
districts  —  Charlie 
Fields  from 
Goldston  UMC 
in     the  Sanford 


give  money  to  missions  and  help  in 
local  communities  with  tutoring  and 
other  programs. 

Women  are  involving  teens  in 
local  units  —  one  helps  with  food 
distribution,  another  holds  mission 
studies  at  sleepovers. 

UMW  units  collect  textbooks  for 
Liberia,  help  Hispanic  ministries  and  Red 
Bird  Mission,  provide  domestic  violence 
workshops,  support  MATCH  (Mothers 
and  their  Children) 
prison  ministry, 
Bibles  for  women 
in  literacy  training 
and  help  for  AIDS 
orphans.  UMW 
also  is  working  to 
eliminate  malaria 
and  typhoid  and 
supports  education 
and  leadership 
development  among 


District.Tim Penny   AB0VE:  Christine  Dodson  thanks  the   women  and  youth. 

'      TTX,Z   members  after  being  approved  to  serve 
from  Coats  UMC  as  the  conference  treasurer/business 
in  the  Fayetteville   manager.  Dodson  has  been  serving  as   LIM  Youth 
interim  treasurer  since  November  2006. 


District,  Denny 
Eyberg  from  First 

UMC-Cary  in  the  Raleigh  District  and 
Frank  Cizerle  from  Swansboro  UMC 
in  the  New  Bern  District  —  from  both 
large  and  small  churches,  whose  lives 
had  been  transformed  by  the  power 
of  God  in  Jesus  Christ.  More  men  are 
stepping  up  to  be  spiritual  leaders  in  the 
home  and  church. 

UM  Women 

Jimmie  Shuler,  conference  United 
Methodist  Women  president,  explained, 
"United  Methodist  Women  are  women 
in  mission,"  caring  for  "the  least,  the 
lost  and  the  last." 

UMW  groups  support  missionaries, 
deaconesses,  pray  for  soldiers  in  Iraq, 


Laura  Lord,  con- 
ference president, 
extended  appreciation  to  the  conference 
for  electing  youth  as  delegates  to  Juris- 
dictional Conference.  "We  can't  wait  to 
make  a  difference  in  The  United  Meth- 
odist Church,"  she  said. 

Using  the  inter-connected  words 
of  a  Scrabble  game,  she  encouraged 
members  to  "build  the  valuable  words 
of  faith  that  connect  you  and  your 
church  with  youth." 


Lay  Speaking  Ministries 

Linda  Harris,  conference  director  of 
lay  speaking,  reported  that  more  than 
60  youth  had  been  trained  to  be  lay 
speakers.  "We're  valuable  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,"  she  said  of  lay 


speakers.  Harris,  borrowing  from  MC 
Hammer,  said  lay  speakers  were  "too 
legit  to  quit." 

Lay  Ministries 
of  the  Year 

The  following  Lay  Ministries  of  the 
Year  were  announced  by  district  as 
part  of  the  Celebration  of  the  Laity: 
Burlington:  Faith  UMC  -  "Kidspira- 
tion  Ministry;"  Durham:  McMannen 
UMC-"Mission  Team  to  the  Zimba- 
bwe Orphan  Endeavor;"  Elizabeth 
City:  Mount  Olivet  UMC  -  "Food  For 
Thought  Ministry." 

Fayetteville:  Camp  Ground  UMC  - 
"Clowns  for  Christ  Ministry;"  Golds- 
boro:  Lebanon  UMC  -  "Lebanon  Food 
Pantry  Ministry;"  Greenville:  District 
United  Methodist  Churches  -  "Latino- 
Hispanic  Ministry;'  New  Bern:  Rhems 
UMC  -  "Refugee  Ministry;"  Rock- 
ingham: First  UMC  in  Pembroke  - 
Caring  and  Sharing  Ministry." 

Rocky  Mount:  Sims  UMC  -  "God's 
Garden  Ministry;"  Sanford:  Goldston 
UMC  -  "United  Methodist  Men's  - 
Mishach's  Carpenter's  VIM  Team;" 
and  Wilmington:  Wesley  Memo- 
rial UMC  -  "NC  Dental  Mission  of 
Mercy-MOM." 


Clergy  Indebtedness 

The  Rev.  Jim  Mentzer 
presented  the  report  of 
the  Task  Force  on  Clergy 
Indebtedness. 

The  report  included  four 
recommendations: 

1.  Continue  conducting 
financial  background 
checks  on  ministry 
candidates; 

2.  Provide  additional 


those  with  a  credit  score  of  650  or 
less; 

3.  Review  a  list  of  warning  signs 
with  pastors  during  the  conference 
year  at  events  such  as  new  pastor 
orientation,  district  set-up  meetings, 
annual  consultation  settings; 

4.  And  create  and  share  a  list  of 
available  debt  counseling  referral 
resources  with  all  pastors. 
Mentzer  said  this  recommendation 

was  the  beginning  of  a  conversation 
on  the  topic.  The  conference 
adopted  the  report,  including  the 
recommendations. 

Meeting  Place  for  2008 

The  recommendation  of  the  Annual 
Conference  Planning  Committee  was 
to  meet  in  the  Greenville  Convention 
Center  in  2008. 

The  conference  voted  to  return  to 
Greenville.  The  dates  will  be  June  11- 
14,  2008. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  oj 
communications  and  Advocate  editor. 
Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  clergy  member  oj 
the  NC  Conference  and  a  staff  writer  at 
the  Daily  Dispatch  in  Henderson. 


Barry  Merrill,  conference  United  Methodist  Men 
president,  told  of  four  men  in  four  districts  from 
both  large  and  small  churches,  whose  lives  had  been 


financial  counseling  for   transformed  by  the  power  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ. 
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Ordinands  called  to  a  life  of  focus,  forgiveness,  fearlessness; 
Three  came  forward  answering  call  to  ordained  ministry 


By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  called  ordinands 
to  a  life  of  focus,  forgiveness  and 
fearlessness  in  an  ordination  service 
on  the  Wednesday  night,  June  13,  of 
Annual  Conference. 

The  service  concluded  with  a 
dramatic  invitation  in  which  three 
people  came  forward  to  acknowledge  a 
call  to  ordained  ministry. 

Gwinn  issued  the  invitation  after 
announcing  that  he  believed  the  Spirit 
had  been  at  work  in  the  service,  calling 
some  people  into  ordained  ministry. 

One  of  those  who  responded  to  the 
invitation  was  a  young  woman  who  as 
a  child  had  attended  a  church  pastored 
by  Bishop  Marion  Edwards,  former 
Conference  episcopal  leader. 

Edwards,  who  had  joined  Gwinn  in 
laying  hands  on  the  ordinands,  prayed 
with  his  former  parishioner  when  she 
came  forward. 

During  the  service,  the  bishops 
received  three  clergy  transferring  from 
other  Methodist  denominations; 
commissioned  three  probationary 
members  on  the  deacon  track  and  17 
probationary  members  on  the  elder 
track;  and  ordained  two  deacons 
in  full  connection  and  14  elders  in 
full  connection. 

Gwinn's  sermon,  based  on  Romans 


12:1-21,  called  the  ordinands  to  a 
wholehearted  devotion  to  God. 

"These  are  wonderful  times  to  be 
launching  your  ordained  ministry," 
Gwinn  said.  "You  must  hold  nothing 
back  as  we  lay  hands  on  you  tonight. 
You  surrender  all." 

In  challenging  the  ordinands  to  "be 
apprentices  of  Jesus  Christ  all  of  your 
days,"  Gwinn  pointed  out  that  the 
controls  that  enable  a  submarine  to 
negotiate  difficult  situations  and  avoid 
a  collision  with  another  ship  are  located 
deep  inside  the  submarine. 

That  same  kind  of  internal  focus  and 
control  is  essential  in  ordained  ministry 
to  avoid  burnout,  blowout,  and  moral 
failure,  he  said. 

"I  don't  know  anything  more 
disheartening  and  sad  than  a  spiritual 
train  wreck,"  Gwinn  said.  The  way  to 
keep  the  train  on  the  track  is  by  focusing 
on  Christ,  he  said. 

"You  are  the  delight  of  his  heart," 
Gwinn  said.  "He  has  plans  for  you. 
Don't  disappoint  him.  Don't  fail  him 
by  trying  to  do  ministry  in  your  own 
strength.  Never  lose  focus.  Focus  on 
what  God  is  calling  his  church  to  be 
and  do." 

Ministry  requires  not  only  focus,  but 
also  forgiveness,  he  said. 

"Sometimes  when  I'm  alone  I  weep 
because  people  can  be  cruel  to  one 


another,"  Gwinn  said. 

He  said  Christians  could  change  the 
society  in  North  Carolina  by  letting 
Romans  12  shape  hearts  and  lives 
every  day.  Pastors  must  lead  by  example, 
he  said. 

"You  show  them  how  to  live  Romans 
12,"  Gwinn  said.  "You  live  it,  and 
then  you'll  have  credibility  when  you 
proclaim  it." 


Gwinn  closed  the  message  by 
urging  the  ordinands  not  to  be 
afraid,  reminding  them  that  "Fear  not!" 
is  the  second  most  common  command 
in  the  Bible.  "You  were  born  for  such  a 
time  as  this,"  Gwinn  said. 

*  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  clergy  member 
of  the  conference  and  a  staff  writer  at  the 
Daily  Dispatch  in  Henderson. 


During  the  ordination  service  for  elders  and  deacons,  Lee  Roger  Owens  (kneeling, 
center)  is  ordained  an  Elder  in  Full  Connection.  Bishop  Gwinn  (standing,  left) 
challenged  pastors  to  lead  by  example  and  called  for  wholehearted  devotion  to  God. 
He  encouraged  them  to  focus  on  Christ  and  "what  God  is  calling  the  church  to  be 

and  do."  Photo  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 


Newly  ordained  Elders  in  full  connection 

ABOVE  -  FRONT  ROW  L-R:  Jay  William  Bissett,  Kimberly  Strong  Lamb,  Roberta  Gail  Byram,  Bishop  Gwinn,  Bishop 
Edwards,  Matthew  Robert  Evans,  Carol  Whitley  Dean,  Deborah  Sue  Wilkins.  BACK  ROW  L-R:  Robert  Edward 
Shelton,  Edward  Raymond  Drew,  Lee  Roger  Owens,  Robert  Shawn  Blackwelder,  Harvey  Lee  Edwards,  Hyung 
Soo  Kim,  James  Harold  Daniels 


The  ordination  processional 

Probationary 
Elders  and  Deacons 

BELOW  -  FRONT  ROW  L-R:  Tammie  Marie  Grimm, 
Seong-il  Eom;  Mattheue  Brock  Locklear,  Larry 
Michael  Chandler,  Bishop 
Edwards,  Bishop  Gwinn,  Mary 
Lou  McClendon  McElray; 
Jane  Lee  Leechford,  Karen 
Baker  Angel,  Judith  Mann 
New,  James  Elton  Wooten. 
BACK  ROW  L-R:  Christopher 
Gregory  Moore,  Tamsey 
Phillips  Hill,  Amanda  Gail 
Fleishman,  Stephen  Eugene 
Smith,CharlesConradPullins, 
Jared  Andrew  Hanson,  Kent 
Christopher  Smith,  Brent 
Herral  Livengood,  Matthew 
Reeves  Ashburn,  Donna 
Morrissette  Banks,  John 
Farron  Duncan 

Photos  by  Bill  Norton. 
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New  Local  Pastors  Recognized 


FRONT  ROW  L-R:  Michael  Lynn  Griffin,  Amy  Elliott  DeWitte,  Teresa  Lucinda  Cook,  Jessie  Shu- 
man  Larkins,  Russell  Glenn  Pate,  Bobby  William  Herring.  MIDDLE  ROW  L-R:  Wade  Allison  Sulli- 
van, Bruce  Edward  Petty,  Jerald  Glenn  Craddock,Tara  Culp  Lain.  BACK  ROW  L-R:  Mark  Leonard 
Blanton,  Harold  Cleveland  May,  James  Grady  Jones,  Jr.,  Gregory  Michael  Moser,  Michael  Robert 
Bass.  Photo  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 


Deacons  in  full  connection 

L-R:  Joyce  Christine  Day,  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  Bishop  Marion  Edwards, 
Eugene  Joseph  Cox.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


FRONT  ROW  L-R:  Gertrude  Neely  Wilder,  Olinda  Edith  Salazar-Veliz,  Vermel  Harrison  Taylor, 
Margaret  Belinda  Davis,  Jackie  McCallum  Morrison,  Susan  Huguley  Harrison.  MIDDLE  ROW 
L-R:  Karen  Leo  Bennett,  Michele  Karen  Clark,  Raymond  Gordon  Caughill,  Hannah  Pinckney 
McManus,  Elizabeth  Waggener  Polk,  Merris  Myron  Dice,  David  Wesley  Johnson;  BACK  ROW  L-R: 
Michael  David  Precht,  Ryan  Travis  Gabriel,  William  Raymond  Masciangelo,  Chadwick  James 
William  Holtz,  Matthew  Reeves  Ashburn,  Owen  Edwards  Barrow,  Samuel  Latham  Grist  III, 
James  David  Adams.  Photo  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 


Recognition  of  Associate  Member 

L-R:  Bishop  Gwinn,  Leland  Monroe  Heath,  Jr.,  Bishop  Edwards. 
Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


New  Retirees  Honored 

Rev.  Sidney  Huggins  preached  a  message  for  the  retiree  recognition  service,  calling  his  listeners  to 
believe  big,  love  generously  and  finish  well.  Retirees  also  shared  thoughts  with  the  conference  via 
video.  (FRONT  ROW  L-R)  Charles  Donald  Myers,  Jane  Vaughn,  William  Stanley  Smith,  Jr.,  Peggy  Ormsby 
Witt,  Kenneth  Carl  Singley,  Polly  Ann  Taylor.  (MIDDLE  ROW  L-R)  Joyce  Faye  Myers,  Ruth  Harper  Stevens, 
Stephen  Walton  Vaughn  II,  Ann  Smith,  Annie  Fairley,  Robert  Anthony  Fairley,  Sr.,  Judi  Johnson  Smith, 
Brian  Glynn  Gentle.  (BACK  ROW  L_R)  Joseph  Stevens,  Jerry  Milton  Schronce,  Hubert  Sidney  Huggins 
III,  Kay  Huggins,  Michael  Louis  Hale,  James  Richard  Huskins,  Linda  Huskins,  Kathy  Christian,  Robert 
Stone  Christian.  Photo  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 


Saturday  morning 
worship  brings 
conference  together 
for  a  Love  Feast 

The  Rev.  Tim  Reaves  of  the  Bladen  Charge  presided  over 
a  traditional  Methodist  love  feast  of  bread,  water,  singing, 
and  testimony  on  Saturday  morning. 

Members  of  the  Annual  Conference  gave  voice  to  God's 
work  in  them  throughout  the  year  and  especially  during 
the  conference.  Prayers  were  lifted  up  for  delegates, 
churches,  communities,  and  loved  ones. 

Reaves  invited  his  hearers  to  spread  good  news.  "We  don't 
serve  a  teeny-weeny,  anemic  Christ.  We  need  to  go  and  tell 
somebody.  We  serve  a  big  God,  and  this  news  is  too  good 
not  to  share." 

Conference  members  testified  to  the  power  of  God 
in  their  lives,  telling  of  healings,  calls  to  ministry  and 
spiritual  growth. 

Different  than  Holy  Communion,  the  Love  Feast  is  often 
led  by  laity  as  a  time  in  which  participants  can  focus  on 
forgiveness,  love,  and  harmony. 
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Four  days  of  "Christian  Conferencing" 

The  four  days  of  Annual  Conference  were  filled  with  the  business  of  the  church  as  well  as  music,  worship,  and  celebration.  Lay  and  clergy  members  of  Annual  Conference 
often  reviewed  the  Book  of  Reports  during  the  various  presentations.  They  were  asked  to  approve  budgets,  vote  on  resolutions,  authorize  salaries,  and  elect  delegates  for  the 
Jurisdictional  and  General  Conferences.  The  Greenville  Convention  Center  setup  included  total  seating  of  1 ,803.  Over  1 ,61 6  clergy  and  laity  attended  as  registered  members. 
With  members  as  well  as  many  guests,  the  seating  was  often  close  to  capacity.   Photo  by  Jerome  Smith. 


Clergy  Partners  Association 

The  Clergy  Partners  Association  of  the  NC  Conference  held  their  78th  Annual 
Luncheon  on  June  14  at  the  City  Hotel  &  Bistro  in  Greenville  with  77  in  attendance. 
Wray  Stephens,  Executive  Director  of  NC  United  Methodist  Camp  &  Retreat  Minis- 
tries, spoke  at  the  Luncheon.  It  was  announced  that  the  Clergy  Partners'  Retreat  for 
2008  will  beheld  April  11-12. 

The  2007-2008  Officers:  (left  to  right):  Tanya  Edwards,  Newsletter  Editor;  Joann 
Mentzer,  Treasurer;  Pam  Shields  and  Mary  Ann  Brown,  members  of  Nominating 
Committee;  Joan  Bisogno,  Nominating  Committee  Chairperson;  Tara  Lain,  Sec- 
retary; Kim  King,  2nd  Vice-President;  Dianna  Whittaker,  President;  Elaine  Teague, 
1  st  Vice-President;  Jeannine  Flynn,  President  Ex-Officio;  Judy  Lister,  Historian;  and 
Joyce  Gwinn,  wife  of  Bishop  Gwinn.  Not  pictured:  Annette  Wright,  Retreat  Registrar; 
Jaclyn  Blackman,  Outreach  Chairperson;  Jimmie  Shuler,  Betsy  Williams,  Tina  Reeves 
and  Kathleen  Hagerty,  Nominating  Committee  members;  and  Nita  Hill  and  Rick  Hill, 
representatives  on  the  NC  Conference  Clergy  Care  Committee. 
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Clergy  and  lay  tellers  review  ballots 

Behind  the  scenes,  the  39  total  ballots  needed  to  elect  the  clergy  and  lay  delegates 
to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  kept  the  teller  teams  and  their  scanners 
busy.  After  the  initial  handwritten  ballot,  those  with  more  than  10  nominations 
were  given  an  identifying  number,  allowing  the  use  of  scanners  to  speed  along 
the  balloting  process.  After  each  ballot,  the  Bishop  reported  to  the  conference  the 
number  of  ballots  received,  how  many  were  valid,  and  the  reasons  others  were 
ruled  invalid  -  such  as  voting  for  too  many  or  too  few  nominees  and  markings 
which  scanners  and  tellers  were  unable  to  decipher. 


RIGHT  L-R:  Chief  clergy 
Teller,  the  Rev.  Jim  Wilson, 
the  Rev.  Lonnie  Hedrick, 
the  Rev.  Renee  Burnette. 

BELOW  L-R:  the  Rev. 
Dennis  Peay,  Benjamin 
McCallum,  Melba  McCal- 
lum,  Anna  Gail  Workman, 
chief  lay  teller. 

Photos  by  Bill  Norton. 
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Addressing  Annual  Conference  members 


Collecting  the  ballots 


During  each  voting  session,  tellers  traveled  the  convention  center  floor  gathering 
ballots.  The  screens  on  the  sides  of  the  stage  displayed  voting  information  including 
results  from  the  previous  ballots  and  the  identifying  numbers  of  all  nominees  eligible  to 
receive  votes.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


Bishop  Edwards  continued  from  page  8 


He  noted  that  the  father  in  the 
parable  does  four  things  when  the 
younger  son  returns: 

1 .  Puts  shoes  on  the  son's  feet.  "The 
father  is  saying  to  the  son,  you 
will  never  be  a  servant  in  this 
house.  Here  are  your  shoes.  Put 
them  on;  "' 

2.  Puts  a  robe  on  him.  "All  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  God  have  robes 
to  put  on;" 

3.  Puts  a  ring  on  his  finger.  "It's  the 
family  seal,"  almost  like  a  credit 
card.  "All  the  resources  of  the 
father's  house  are  placed  back 
on  his  hand."  The  older  brother 
especially  resents  the  ring  being 
placed  back  on  the  finger  after  the 
younger  son  has  squandered  his 
share  of  the  family's  resources; 

4.  Kills  the  fatted  calf.  Most  Jews 
only  had  meat  twice  a  year,  and 
beef  usually  was  only  for  a  wedding 
feast.  The  fatted  calf  possibly  had 
been  intended  for  the  wedding 
feast  of  the  older  son. 

"Whatever  you  say  about  this  older 
brother,  you  have  to  say  that  he's 
honest,"  Edwards  said,  explaining  he 
wouldn't  eat  the  meal  because  he  hadn't 
forgiven  his  younger  brother. 

He  pointed  out  that  eating  a  meal 
symbolized  forgiveness  in  Jesus'  day.  "It 
was  a  meal  of  reconciliation,"  Edwards 
said.  "This  meal  covenant  of  bread  is  an 
ancient  tradition." 

He  noted  that  Luke  15  begins  with 
the  scribes  and  Pharisees  angry  with 
Jesus  for  eating  with  the  tax  collectors 
and  sinners. 

Edwards  invited  his  listeners  to  put 
themselves  in  the  place  of  the  elder  son, 
who  was  left  with  more  work  to  do 
because  of  the  younger  son's  leaving. 

"We  really  have  two  lost  children 


in  this  story  of  Jesus,"  Edwards  said, 
adding  it  often  was  easier  in  ministry  to 
deal  with  the  sins  of  passion  than  with 
the  sins  of  pride. 

Edwards  closed  his  Bible  teaching 
with  a  reflection  on  John  21:1-25,  in 
which  Jesus  appears  to  the  disciples  by 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  after  his  resurrection, 
calling  Simon  Peter  back  to  apostolic 
ministry.  "He  wants  you  and  me  to 
finish  the  story,"  Edwards  said. 

After  Edwards'  final  Bible  study, 
Bishop  Al  Gwinn  thanked  him  for  a 
touching  look  at  the  passages  from 
Luke  and  John.  "You  have  tilled  the  soil 
in  our  hearts,"  Gwinn  told  Edwards. 

Edwards  retired  to  GA 

In  an  interview  after  conference  ended, 
Edwards  said  he  had  enjoyed  being  at 
conference  and  renewing  friendships. 

"I  was  delighted  not  to  be  holding 
the  gavel,"  he  said,  laughing.  "It  was 
kind  of  like  a  homecoming.  People 
were  so  gracious  and  their  hospitality 
was  just  great." 

In  his  retirement,  Edwards  is  serving  as 
bishop  in  residence  at  LaGrange  College, 
a  UM-related  school  in  Georgia.  "That's 
my  primary  focus,"  he  said. 

In  the  first  year  of  retirement, 
Edwards  worked  with  archaeologist 
and  biblical  scholar  Jim  Fleming  to 
establish  Fleming's  biblical  center  in 
LaGrange.  From  this,  his  appreciation 
for  archaeology's  value  in  biblical 
interpretation  has  grown. 

The  bishop  is  an  ambassador  for 
the  school,  preaching  frequendy  across 
Georgia  and  beyond  and  talking  to 
congregations  about  the  college. 

*Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  annual  conference  and  a  staff  writer 
at  the  Daily  Dispatch  in  Henderson. 


L-R:  The  Rev.  Jeff  Roberts,  Trinity  UMC,  Wilmington  district;  (standing)  Joe  Lyndon, 
lay  member  from  Aldersgate  UMC,  Durham;  The  Rev.  Bob  Redman,  Seaside  UMC, 
Wilmington  district;  and  The  Rev.  Johnny  Branch,  Aldersgate  UMC,  Durham. 
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All  Saints  service  continues  candle-lighting  tradition 

In  memory  of  those  who  have  died 
since  last  Annual  Conference 


Clergy 


Paul  Casto  Browning 
Carol  Dell  Hayes 
Christian  White 
Jerry  Stephen  Dodson 
Clyde  Hugh  Dunn 
Brooks  Biven  Little 
Michael  Lawrence  Tart 
William  Earle  Clements 
Charles  Maynard  Litzenberger 
Guy  Vassar  Soule,Jr. 
James  Millard  Short 
Vassar  Wilson  Jones 
Rudolf  Hart  Hodge 
Wallace  Bradford  Lewis 
Jerry  Lowry 
Paul  David  Granger 
James  Burbank  Parvin 


Clergy  Spouses 


Patricia  Akers  Barrs 

Hazel  Vandalia  Cline  Stephenson 

Helen  Wortham  Mitchell  Pollard 

Janette  J.  Riordan  Singley 

Barbara  L.  Robinson  Hayes 

Hattie  Lewis  Musser 

Charles  Sutton 

Helen  Lucille  Edwards  Tyson 
Mary  Thompson  Minor 
Marie  Davis  Staton 
Lula  Mae  Smith  Olive 
Helen  Hill  Bailey 
Alice  Caldwell  Richardson 
Rose  Marie  Baron  Snyder 
Ollie  M.  Hogue 
Clementine  Kirby  Varnum 
Naomi  Woodley  Green 
Francis  Zimmerman  Layfield 
Ella  Mae  Humphrey  Brigman 
Alice  VonCanon  Cotton 
Etta  Mae  Moore  Umstead 


At  the  All  Saints  Celebration  and  Memorial  Service,  family  members  of  deceased 
clergy  members  or  clergy  spouses  were  asked  to  light  a  candle.  The  Rev.  Judi 
Smith  (not  pictured)  preached  the  sermon  at  the  All  Saints  service,  reminding 
worshippers  "this  life  and  the  things  of  this  life  are  just  a  prelude  to  what  is  to 
come.  After  these  things  there  is  more  yet  to  be."  Photo  by  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr. 


New  conference  pastoral  appointments  announced 


Bishop  Alfred  W.  Gwinn,  Jr,  resident  bishop  of  the  Raleigh  area,  announced 
the  appointments  of  approximately  900  clergy  members  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  -  The  United  Methodist  Church  on  Saturday  morning,  June  16.  The 
fixing  of  appointments  concluded  the  annual  conference. 

There  are  a  total  of  173  changes  for  the  year,  including  the  appointment  of  six 
new  district  superintendents.  Pastors  moving  to  a  new  location  began  preaching  in 
their  new  church  on  Sunday,  July  1 . 

The  North  Carolina  Conference  encompasses  56  counties  from  Elon  to  the  coast, 
with  a  total  church  membership  of  approximately  236,600  persons. 

United  Methodist  clergy  are  appointed  to  places  of  ministry  for  a  period  of  one 
year  and  can  be  reappointed  to  the  same  location  or  be  reassigned  by  the  bishop. 
A  district  superintendent  has  the  responsibility  of  supervising  pastors  in  a  specific 
geographic  area. 

District  Superintendent  Assignment  Changes 

The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Cook,  presently  the  pastor  at  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Henderson,  has  been  appointed  Goldsboro  district  superintendent. 

The  current  Goldsboro  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Milton  H.  Gilbert, 
has  been  appointed  to  serve  as  the  Sanford  district  superintendent.  The  previous 
Sanford  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Jerry  Lowry,  died  May  4. 

The  Rev.  H.  Gray  Southern,  pastor  at  St.  James  United  Methodist  Church  in 

Greenville  will  be  the  Durham  district 
superintendent.  The  current  Durham 
district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Judi  J. 
Smith  has  retired. 

The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Hackney  Hood, 
currently  serving  Page  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Aberdeen, 
will  become  the  Greenville  district 
superintendent.  The  current  district 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  Marshall  R.  Old 
will  become  pastor  of  Front  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Burlington. 

The  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Goodwin,  pastor 
at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jacksonville,  has  been  appointed  the  New 
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Bern  district  superintendent. 

The  Rev.  D.  Douglas  Jessee,  currently  serving  as  the  New  Bern  district 
superintendent,  will  move  to  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Wilson. 

The  Rev.  Timothy  J.  Russell,  pastor  at  Wrightsville  United  Methodist  Church, 
has  been  appointed  district  superintendent  of  the  Wilmington  district. 

The  current  Wilmington  district  superintendent,  the  Rev.  Woodrow  W.  Wells,  Jr. 
will  become  pastor  of  Haymount  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fayetteville. 

Pastoral  Assignment  Changes 

The  following  listing  includes  only  the  pastoral  changes  as  announced  by  Bishop 
Gwinn.  For  a  complete  listing  of  all  appointments  for  the  NC  Conference,  visit  the 
conference  website  at  http://www.nccumc.org/ac2007/appointments2007.pclf 

BURLINGTON  DISTRICT 

Alamance,  Caswell,  and  Orange  counties 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Gattis,  district  superintendent 

Bellemont,  the  Rev.  Jerry  A.  Jackson  from  Goldsboro:  Providence;  Bethel-Locust  Hill,  the 
Rev.  Karen  Baker  Angel;  Burlington:  Front  Street,  the  Rev.  Marshall  R.  Old  from  an  extension 
ministry  position;  Chapel  Hill:  Aldersgate  associate,  the  Rev.  Joy  R.  MacVane  from  family 
leave;  Chapel  Hill:  Christ  associate,  the  Rev.  Hannah  P.  McManus;  Chapel  Hill:  University, 
the  Rev.  Carl  H.  King  from  leave  of  absence;  Hebron:  The  Rev.  K.  Bryan  Sexton,  Jr.,  from 
Fayetteville:  Gardners;  Mt.  Hermon,  The  Reverence  Robert  E.  Shelton  from  Smith;  Salem 
(Alamance)  the  Rev.  Cathy  M.  Hoyle  from  Raleigh:  Macedonia  associate;  Shiloh,  the  Rev. 
David  M.  Stark  from  another  denomination. 

DURHAM  DISTRICT 

Durham,  Granville,  Person,  and  Vance  counties 
The  Rev.  H.  Gray  Southern,  district  superintendent 

Bahama:  Mt.  Bethel,  the  Rev.  Richard  R.  Dawson  from  Shiloh;  Durham:  Aldersgate,  the 
Rev.  Joseph  A.  Winston  III  from  Fayetteville:  Salem;  Durham:  Glendale  Heights,  the  Rev. 
Ronald  J.  Snider  from  Bahama:  Mt.  Bethel;  Durham:  McMannen,  the  Rev.  R.  Lawrence 
Bowden,  Jr.  from  Durham:  Resurrection;  Durham:  Mt.  Sylvan,  the  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Greener  from  Faith  Harbor;  Durham:  Mt.  Sylvan  associate,  the  Rev.  Jessie  Shuman  Larkins; 
Durham:  Resurrection,  the  Rev.  Holt  A.  Clarke  from  Bellemont;  Durham:  Resurrection 
youth  minister,  Katherine  Boutwell  Bryant  from  another  conference;  Granville-Vance, 
Marcus  Singleton,  interim  supply;  Henderson:  First,  the  Rev.  George  D.  Speake  from 
Kinston:  Queen  Street;  Leas  Chapel,  James  Jones;  Marrows  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Chadwick  J. 
W.  Holtz,  student  pastor;  Middleburg-Hermon,  the  Rev.  Amy  Christine  DeWitte,  student 
pastor;  Mt.  Carmel,  the  Rev.  Reginald  W.  Ponder,  Jr.  from  Perkins;  Oxford:  Salem-Harris 
Chapel,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Francis  Frana,  student  pastor;  Rehobeth,  Anthony  Moreau,  interim 

See  "New  pastoral  appointments,  "page  15 
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DURHAM  DISTRICT  continued 

supply;  Roxboro:  Longhurst,  the  Rev.  John  D.  Howie  from  South  Mills;  Stem-Bullocks,  the 
Rev.  Jason  Thornton,  student  pastor;  Tabernacle,  the  Rev.  A.  Eugene  Goldfinch,  Jr.,  retired 
supply;  Union  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Robert  Michael  Hammon  from  Wilmington:  Zion. 

ELIZABETH  CITY  DISTRICT 

Bertie,  Camden,  Chowan,  Currituck,  Dare,  Gates,  Hertford, 
Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Tyrrell,  and  Washington  counties 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Won  S.  Namkoong,  district  superintendent 

Chowan:  Bethany,  Ed  Reutenkroger,  interim  supply;  Duck,  the  Rev.  Raymond  K.  Wittman 
from  Washington:  First;  Edenton,  the  Rev.  Charles  K.  Mosley  from  Hatteras;  Hatteras,  the 
Rev.  Cory  Oliver  from  Clinton:  Epworth;  New  Hope,  William  Masciangelo;  Perkins,  Ray 
Tavenner,  interim  supply;  Sharon,  the  Rev.  Renee  Edwards  from  Trinity  Parish;  South  Mills, 
the  Rev.  James  E.  Tosto  from  Hookerton;  Tyrrell,  James  Koo. 

FAYETTEVILLE  DISTRICT 

Cumberland,  Harnett,  Hoke,  and  Sampson  counties 
The  Rev.  Carol  Goehring,  district  superintendent 

Black's  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Milton  E.  Little  from  Bethany;  Clinton:  Epworth, 
the  Rev.  Chang  Bae  Kim  from  Harnett:  Cokesbury-Black's  Chapel;  Dunn:  Divine  Street, 
the  Rev.  Madison  N.  Hankal  from  New  Bern:  Trinity;  Fayetteville:  Camp  Ground  associate, 
the  Rev.  Dennis  C.  Lamm  from  Rainbow;  Fayetteville:  Christ,  James  E.  Owens,  interim 
supply;  Fayetteville:  Cornerstone  Korean  (new  congregation),  the  Rev.  Kong  Suk  Namkung; 
Fayetteville:  Gardners,  the  Rev.  Donald  K.  Stewart  from  Westwood;  Fayetteville:  Haymount, 
the  Rev.  Woodrow  W.  Wells,  Jr.  from  an  extension  ministry  position;  Fayetteville:  John 
Wesley,  the  Rev.  Dwayne  D.  Alston  from  Rocky  Mount:  First  associate;  Fayetteville:  King 
Road  (new  congregation),  the  Rev.  Charles  Conrad  Pullins  from  Faison;  Fayetteville:  St. 
Andrews,  the  Rev.  Gerry  G  .Davis  from  Ebenezer;  Fayetteville:  St.  Matthews,  the  Rev. 
Marc  H.  Werner  from  Fairmont:  Trinity-Olivet;  Fayetteville:  Salem,  the  Rev.  William 
W.  Snotherly,  Jr.  from  Durham:  Mt.  Sylvan;  Fayetteville:  Salem  associate,  Mary  Frances 
McClure;  Harnett:  Cokesbury,  the  Rev.  Janet  Chilcote  from  another  conference;  Solid  Rock 
associate,  Michael  R  Bass;  Kipling,  the  Rev.  Melinda  Ivey  from  Fayetteville:  Salem  associate; 
Tabor,  Belinda  Davis;  Wesley  Chapel,  M.  Paul  Smith. 

GOLDSBORO  DISTRICT 

Duplin,  Johnston,  and  Wayne  counties 

The  Rev.  Charles  M.  Cook,  district  superintendent 

Corinth,  the  Rev.  William  C.  Spencer,  retired  supply;  Faison,  Michelle  Clark;  Goldsboro: 
Providence,  the  Rev.  Vernon  W.  Brown  III  from  Woodland-Pink  Hill;  Kenansville- 
Beulaville,  Marty  Greer;  Lebanon-Yelverton,  Greg  Moser;  Pikeville:  St.  Joseph,  the  Rev. 
William  M.  Creech  from  Lebanon-Yelverton;  Rones  Chapel,  the  Rev.  Richard  C.  Hill  from 
South  Rosemary;  Smithfield:  Elizabeth,  the  Rev.  Judi  J.  Smith,  retired  supply;  Smithfield: 
Whidey,  Dave  Adams;  Wallace,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Wells  from  Greenville:  Jarvis  Memorial 
associate;  Westwood,  the  Rev.  Rufus  E.  Butner  III  from  Wallace;  Zion,  the  Rev.  Eugene  R. 
(Bud)  Jenness,  Jr.  from  Kipling. 

GREENVILLE  DISTRICT 

Beaufort,  Greene,  Hyde,  Lenoir,  Martin,  and  Pitt  counties 
The  Rev.  Elizabeth  Hackney  Hood,  district  superintendent 

Chocowinity,  the  Rev.  George  A  Jones,  retired  supply;  Greenville:  Jarvis  Memorial 
associate,  the  Rev.  Diane  M.  Christianson  from  Edgecombe  Parish;  Greenville:  St.  James, 
the  Rev.  Johnny  H.  Branch  from  Durham:  Aldersgate;  Hookerton,  the  Rev.  Stephen  B.  Hall 
from  Smithfield:  Whitley;  Kinston:  Queen  Street,  the  Rev.  William  Allen  Bingham  from 
Pinehurst;  Kinston:  Westminster  associate,  the  Rev.  Leeanne  Calhoun  from  Harkers  Island; 
Rainbow,  the  Rev.  Anthony  Calhoun  from  Atlantic;  Sharon,  Christ  Jenkins;  Soule,  the  Rev. 
J.  H.  Daniels  from  Union  Chapel;  Tabernacle,  Glenn  Pate;  Washington:  First,  the  Rev. 
Danny  G.  Allen  from  New  Bern:  Centenary;  Washington:  First  associate,  the  Rev.  Susan 
Harrison;  Wesley  Memorial,  the  Rev.  Clint  White  from  Greenville:  Sharon. 

NEW  BERN  DISTRICT 

Carteret,  Craven,  Jones,  Onslow,  and  Pamlico  counties 
The  Rev.  Dennis  M.  Goodwin,  district  superintendent 

Atlantic,  David  Thick,  interim  supply;  Harkers  Island,  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Tilley  from  New 
Hope;  Haw  Branch-Cypress  Creek,  the  Rev.  James  R.  Oliver,  retired  supply;  Jacksonville: 
Trinity,  the  Rev.  W  Christopher  Aydlett,  Jr.  from  Fayetteville:  St.  Andrews;  Midway- 
Bethlehem,  the  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Nichols  from  Shady  Grove-Cypress  Creek;  Broad  Creek, 
Ben  Ball;  New  Bern:  Centenary,  the  Rev.  Susan  Pate  Greenwood,  from  Cary:  St.  Francis; 
New  Bern:  Centenary  associate,  the  Rev.  Bryan  S.  Huffman  from  Pikeville:  St.  Joseph;  New 
Bern:  Garber  associate,  Kent  Smith;  New  Bern:  New  Song  associate,  the  Rev.  David  E. 


Elgekraut  from  another  denomination;  New  Bern:  Trinity,  the  Rev.  Charlene  Pierce  Guider 
from  New  Bern:  Centenary  associate;  Pollocksville,  David  E.  Jones,  interim  supply;  Faith 
Harbor,  the  Rev.  Jesse  C.  Staton,  Jr.  from  Durham:  McMannen;  Trenton-Maple  Grove- 
Lee's,  the  Rev.  Elva  L.  (Bud)  Morton  III  from  Williston-Stacy;  Williston-Stacy,  the  Rev.  John 
Mosley  from  Pollocksville. 

RALEIGH  DISTRICT 

Franklin,  Johnston,  and  Wake  counties 

The  Rev.  Edward  F.  Hill  II,  district  superintendent 

Apex  associate,  Owen  Edwards  Barrow;  Bunn-Hill  King,  the  Rev.  Rhonda  Turner  Maurer 
from  Raleigh:  St.  Mark's  associate;  Cary:  St.  Francis,  the  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Hollis  from 
Garner;  Cary:  St.  Francis  associate,  the  Rev.  Michael  David  Precht  from  another  conference; 
Cary:  White  Plains  associate,  the  Rev.  Edith  Salazar-Veliz;  Ebenezer,  the  Rev.  Larry  D.  Crane 
from  Mt.  Zion;  Garner,  the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Redmond  from  Seaside  (Brunswick);  Knightdale 
associate,  the  Rev.  Mark  Leonard  Blanton;  Leah's  Chapel-Shiloh,  the  Rev.  Tara  Culp  Lain; 
Mt.  Zion,  the  Rev.  Leonard  J.  Rex  from  Bailey  Charge;  Raleigh:  All  Saints  (new),  the  Rev. 
Christopher  Gregory  Moore;  Raleigh:  Edenton  Street  associate,  Matthew  Reeves  Ashburn; 
Raleigh:  North  Raleigh,  the  Rev.  David  S.  Clift  from  Duck;  Raleigh:  St.  Mark's  Adult 
Discipleship/Congregational  Care,  the  Rev.  Elizabeth  Campbell  from  Cary:  St.  Francis 
associate;  St.  Andrew,  the  Rev.  Shannon  Conklin-Miller  from  another  denomination; 
Wakefield  (new),  the  Rev.  Edward  Slee  New  from  Raleigh:  Edenton  Street  associate. 

ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT 

Richmond,  Robeson,  and  Scotland  counties 

The  Rev.  Leonard  E.  Fairley,  district  superintendent 

Fairmont:  Trinity-Olivet,  the  Rev.  Harold  Salmon  from  St.  John-Gibson;  Laurinburg:  First, 
the  Rev.  Ralph  A.  Brown  from  Dunn:  Divine  Street;  Beaver  Dam,  the  Rev.  W.  Clark  Barfield 
from  Rones  Chapel;  Jerusalem,  Gypsie  Murdaugh,  interim  supply;  Roberdell,  the  Rev.  W. 
Clark  Barfield  from  Rones  Chapel;  St.  George-Piney  Grove,  the  Rev.  Robert  A  Fairley, 
retired  supply;  St.  John's-Gibson,  Tim  Miller. 

See  "New  pastoral  appointments,  "page  18 


Got  Wisdom? 

Discover  how  21st  century 
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Wisdom  Literature 

A  new  video-based  Bible  Study  from  everyone's 
favorite  Bible  teacher,  Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird. 

Ideal  for  Sunday  School  classes,  small  groups, 
whole  church,  or  individual  study. 

Designed  for  maximum  flexibility... choose  between 
individual  units  of  four  lessons  each  or  conduct  the 
entire  Wisdom  Literature  study  of  18  lessons. 

Included  in  this  wonderful  study  are  the  wisdom 
teachings  of  Job,  Ecclesiastes,  Ruth,  Jonah,  Esther 
and  Song  of  Solomon,  with  bonus  material  from 
Apocrypha  wisdom. 

Each  Efird  Bible  Study  kit  includes  high  quality 
DVD's,  5  participant  workbooks,  facilitator's  guide, 
5  ll"xl7"  posters,  and  promo  materials. 

Join  over  1,000  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed.. .60  day  full  money-back  refund 

Visit  our  web  site:  www.EfirdBibleStudies.com 
or  call  toll  free:  1-877-832-1417  


Other  studies  Include:  Genesis,  Psalms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans 
Revelation,  The  Passion  Narratives,  and  The  Birth  Narratives. 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

August  5, 2007 

Text:  Lamentations  3:25-33,  55-58 
"Maintaining  Hope!" 

"Wait"  is  a  key  word.  These  verses  in 
Lamentations  are  written  as  the  exiled 
people  of  Judah  wait  for  a  return  to 
Jerusalem.  They  are  told  that  the  Lord 
is  good  to  those  who  wait  for  him 
(3:25)  and  they  are  told  that  it  is  good 
that  one  should  wait  quietly. . .(  3:26). 

What  is  not  obvious  in  our  English 
translation  is  that  the  text  uses  two 
different  words  for  "wait."  The  writer 
of  Lamentations  calls  for  two  different 
kinds  of  waiting! 

In  Lamentations  3:25,  "the  Lord 
is  good  to  those  who  qawa  (wait) 
for  him."  This  is  waiting  with  eager 
expectation.  This  is  waiting  with  hope. 
This  is  waiting  with  every  anticipation 
that  the  gift  will  be  given. 

Maybe  this  is  the  kind  of  waiting 
children  do  at  Christmas  when  they 
have  already  peeked  into  Santa's  hiding 
place  and  seen  the  presents  that  are  to 
come.  It  takes  waiting  but  it  waiting 
filled  with  the  joy  of  knowing  that  the 
gift  is  coming! 

Here  the  writer  is  reminding  the 
reader  that  our  hope  provides  a  sticking 
point  to  which  God  can  attach  God's 
gifts.  (The  teaching  about  prevenient 
grace  reminds  us  that  God  also  provides 
the  stick-um!)  Where  there  is  no  hope, 
no  expectancy,  it  is  harder  to  receive 
the  gifts  of  God. 

In  Lamentations  3:26,  "it  is  good 
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that  one  should  duma  (wait)  for  the 
salvation  of  the  Lord."  This  is  waiting 
in  silence.  Sometimes  the  word  even 
means  "to  be  motionless."  This  is 
waiting  in  awareness  that  it  is  God  who 
acts  for  our  salvation,  not  we  ourselves. 

Here  the  writer  is  reminding  the 
reader  that  finally  the  gift  of  wholeness 
(salvation,  deliverance)  is  just  that:  a 
gift.  Salvation  is  a  relationship  God 
gives  us,  not  something  we  achieve  by 
our  much  doing.  (The  teaching  about 
justifying  grace  reminds  us  that  it  is 
God  who  justifies.) 

So,  in  this  week's  lesson  we  have  one 
of  tensions  that  we  have  in  our  Christian 
journey.  John  Wesley  said  that  God 
gave  us  means  of  grace  (Lord's  Supper, 
Scripture,  prayer  worship,  fasting,  Holy 
conferencing),  and  we  ought  to  use 
them.  That  is  active  waiting. 

Wesley  also  preached  that  at 
every  point  it  is  God  who  takes  the 
initiative  and  God  who  is  the  finisher. 
That  is  quiet  waiting.  This  week's  text 
is  about  both. 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Building  the  Mission-Shaped 
Church  in  Australia  (General  Synod), 
the  editors  say,  "God  can  speak  to  us 
as  much  through  the  storm  as  during 
times  of  calm." 


Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "Waiting  for  You, 
O  Lord..." 


August  1 2, 2007 

Text:    Ezekiel  1 8:4, 20-23, 30-32 
"Personal  Consequences  of  Sin!" 

The  other  day,  a  good  friend  of  mine 
called  me  from  his  home  up  in  the 
mountains.  He  had  had  a  dream  about 
me  and  laughingly  asked  me  what  it 
might  have  meant. 

In  the  dream,  he  had  found  me  at 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean  where  I  was 
vigorously  engaged  in  oceanic  research. 
In  the  dream,  he  had  tried  to  get 
my  attention,  but  all  I  said  was  "Click 
me  up." 

We  teased  a  bit  about  the  dream,  but 
then  I  seriously  shared  with  him:  "Your 
account  of  the  dream  has  reminded 
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me  of  what  a  poor  job  I  have  done  of 
staying  in  touch  with  you..  You  have 
worked  to  keep  our  friendship  alive, 
but  sometimes  I  must  have  seemed 
too  busy." 

Convicted  by  a  dream!  I'm  not  sure 
if  my  amateur  self-analysis  has  any 
significance,  but  I  do  know  that  it  has 
helped  me  get  a  clearer  view  of  my 
relationship  with  my  friend. 

In  this  week's  study  text,  Ezekiel 
confronts  the  reader  with  sin.  It  is 
strong  talk  ("The  person  who  sins  shall 
die"  Ezekiel  18:20). 

At  the  same  time,  the  verses  are  a 
call  to  turn  away  from  death,  to  turn 
toward  life  (18:32). 

Ezekiel  is  clear  that  the  individual 
carries  responsibility  for  the  individual's 
sin  (18:20)  and  the  community  takes 
responsibility  for  the  community's 
sin  (18:30). 

But  something  else  is  clear.  God  call 
sinners  to  repent.  The  Old  Testament 
uses  two  different  words  for  repent. 

One  of  those  words  literally  means 
"to  sigh"  as  one  might  do  in  expressing 
sorrow  and  regret.  The  other  word 
means  to  return,  to  reverse,  to  retreat 
to  an  earlier  position — in  other  words 
to  take  action. 

It  is  the  second  word  that  Ezekiel  uses. 
For  Ezekiel,  to  repent  is  not  just  to  be 
sorry;  it  is  to  do  something  differently! 

Ezekiel's  call  to  repent  is  a  call  to  a 
new  life.  And  I  have  already  telephoned 
my  friend  to  see  how  his  dreams 
are  doing. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Emil  Brunner  (The  Letter  to  the 
Romans,  Westminster)  has  written: 
"The  Law  cannot  make  us  righteous, 
but  it  can  reveal  to  us  what  is  wrong. 
Through  the  Law  comes  the  knowledge 
of  sin.  This  is  no  small  matter... The 
Law,  taken  seriously,  breaks  (our) 
arrogance." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Merciful  God,  it  does 
not  take  a  very  close  look  at  life  to  see 
that  we  have  failed  to  be  obedient  to 
Your  will.  There  are  broken  places  in 
our  relationships,  in  our  potentials,  in 
our  daily  doings.  Grant  us  Your  grace 
of  forgiveness  that  we  might  have  a  new 
beginning..." 

August  19,2007 

Text:    Zechariah  1:1-6;  7:8- 1 4; 
8:16-17, 20-21,23 
"Call  for  Repentance" 


A  few  months  ago  I  attended  my 
50th  college  reunion.  Fortunately,  there 
were  name  tags  written  in  large  letters! 

As  one  might  expect,  the  occasion 
was  filled  with  recounting  events 
from  the  1950s  ("Do  you  remember 
what  the  campus  looked  like  after 
Hurricane  Hazel?")  and  reminiscing 
about  classmates  ("Do  you  remember 
the  night  we  disassembled  Dave's  bed 
and  reassembled  it  in  the  third  floor 
bathroom?")  and  laughing  about  strange 
moments  ("I  remember  the  time  when 
Professor  Perry  took  the  whole  class  to 
the  dorm  room  of  a  student  who  had 
overslept"). 

Reunions  are  a  mixture  of  emotions. 
It  is  just  such  a  mix  that  provides  the 
context  for  this  week's  lesson  from 
Zechariah. 

The  jumble  of  experiences  brought 
together  people  who  had  grown 
up  in  exile,  those  who  had  been 
left  behind  in  the  old  country,  and 
those  who  remembered  what  it  was 
to  be  a  conquered  nation.  No  wonder 
their  memories  were  different  from 
each  other! 

But,  in  spite  of  the  differing  journeys, 
the  people  now  had  a  common  task: 
rebuild  the  temple  that  had  been 
destroyed  by  invaders.  One  thing 
that  can  be  said  about  the  Book  of 
Zechariah:  even  though  the  prophet's 
work  is  filled  with  vague  visions  and 
difficult  images,  Zechariah  finds  a  way 
to  get  specific  about  what  it  means  to 
do  the  Lord's  work! 

Rebuild  the  temple  (8:9)!  Do  not 
oppress  the  widow,  orphan,  alien, 
or  poor  (7:10)!  Be  truthful  with 
one  another  (7:9)! 

I  wish  Zechariah  had  been  a  bit  more 
wishy-washy  about  what  God  wants 
from  God's  people. 

It's  one  thing  to  hear  a  vague  "be 
nice"  but  it  is  another  thing  to  hear 
a  specific  list  of  God's  intent  for 
God's  people. 

Zechariah  reminds  us  that  repentance 
includes  doing.  And,  the  prophet 
proclaims,  God  will  meet  us  in  our 
doing  (1 :3).  To  do  what  the  Lord  wants 
done:  that  is  what  it  means  to  return  to 
the  Lord. 

In  Zechariah's  time,  "returning  to 
the  Lord"  meant  far  more  than  just 
getting  back  to  Jerusalem  after  decades 
in  exile.  Returning  to  the  Lord  meant 
for  all — even  those  who  had  never 
left  Jerusalem — to  do  the  things  that 
pleased  the  Lord. 

And  God's  pleasure  was  in  a  temple 
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Three  Methodist  University 
among  those  awarded  Davis 


By  Maria  Sikoryak-Robins 


entrepreneurship. 

One  college  president  wrote  about  the 
process,  "...If  the  100  Projects  for  Peace 
stimulated  as  much  initiative  across 
other  campuses  as  it  did 
here,  it  can  be  declared 
a  success  already 
it  is  a  wonderfully 
conceived  catalyst 
for  public  service  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word." 

The  overall  program 
(all  100  projects)  is 
worldwide  in  scope  and 
impact.  Projects  will 
take  place  in  over  30 
Rahila  Muhibi  countries. 

The  projects  selected  from  Methodist 
University  are  as  follows: 

Sana  Sabri,  a  rising  senior  from 
India,  will  open  a  vocational  center  for 
women  in  Sahrarnapur 


Three  projects  proposed  by  students  at 
Methodist  University,  Fayetteville,  were 
among  those  chosen  for 
the  Kathryn  Wasserman 
Davis   100  Projects  for 
Peace  program. 

Students  who  are  part 
of  the  Davis  United  World 
College  Scholars  Program 
from  66  colleges  and 
universities  will  receive 
funding  to  undertake 
their  proposed  projects. 

The  objective  of  the 
program  is  to  encourage 
and  support  motivated  youth  to  create 
and  implement  ideas  for  building  peace 
throughout  the  world. 

On   the   occasion   of  her  100th 
birthday,  philanthropist 
Davis   established   the  'n  northern  India.  The 

new  program  with  a  Mfefe  center  will  teach  women 

donation  of  $1  million  skills  such  as  sewing 

so  that  each  project  will  «  ■        and  handicrafts.  Sabri 

receive  $10,000.  W  hopes    these  projects 

She  said,  "I  want  to         IBS—,.      ^mmmn  1  will  empower  women 

use  my  100th  birthday  through  education 

to  help  young  people  and  prevent  crime  and 

launch  some  immediate  prostitution  that  is  an 

initiatives — things  that  ever  growing  problem 

they  can  do  during  the        jgtij  Hfc   in  her  home  country, 

summer  of  2007  that      jfl  Rahila  Muhibi, 

will  bring  new  thinking  Husein  Nasiro-Sigo  from  Afghanistan, 

to  the  prospects  of  peace  is    establishing  "The 

in  the  world."  Youth  Leadership  for 

Davis  believes  that  as  tomorrow's  Peace" — an  organization  that  will  host 
leaders,  today's  youth  ought  to  be  chal-  activities  such  as  summer  camps  that 
lenged  to  formulate  and  promote  international 

test  their  own  ideas.  ^riHk^  understanding  among 

Eligible  students  were  JU  B  individuals  and 

invited  to  submit  a  plan  jM  :  ^^^k  ethnic     groups.  The 

for  their  own  grassroots         jH  organization    will  be 

projects  for  peace  that  \  |  headquartered  in 

the  students  themselves         if  W  ,9fl        Neckpay,  Baghlan,  and 

would  implement  X      ^>   jm  K      will  accept  20  youths 

during  the  summer  of  j«§ ^■Ife  jA,B  ranging  from  11  to  13 
2007.  '*  y  |  Wl    years  of  age. 

By    not    setting    a   flj  1  v  Husein  Nasiro- 

definition  of  what  ^^^^^^^^i^^^^^^^^M  Sigo,  from  Ethiopia 
"projects     for    peace"  Sana  Sabri  designed  his  project  to 

meant,  the  program  was  designed  to  make  quality  drinking  water  available 
encourage  creativity,  innovation  and      in  his  hometown.  A  30  meter  deep  well 


students 
peace  grants 

will  be  constructed  in  Arsi  province 
of  Ethiopia.  Nasiro-Sigo  believes  this 
will  help  deter  the  fighting  for  scarce 
resources  among  residents. 

A  complete  list  of  the  winning 
schools  and  projects  is  available  at  www. 
kwdl00projectsforpeace.org. 

Methodist  University  is  an 
independent  four-year  institution 
of  higher  education  with  over  2,100 
students  from  41  states  and  30 
countries.  Methodist  University  offers 
over  70  majors  and  concentrations, 
three  master's  degree  programs,  and  19 
NCAA  III  intercollegiate  sports. 

*  Maria  Sikoryak-Robins  is  director  of 
University  Publications  for  Methodist 
University. 


Deaths 


COTTON,  Alice  VonCanon, 
widow  of  the  Rev.  Worth  B. 
Cotton,  died  May  1 7  in 
Wilmington. 

UM STEAD,  Etta,  widow  of 
the  Rev.  Charles  Umstead, 
died  on  May  26.  Her  funeral 
was  held  on  June  3  at  Core 
Creek  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Newport. 

GRANGER,  Paul  David 
(Fayetteville:  retired)  died 
May  31 .  A  Memorial  Service 
was  held  June  2  in  Fayetteville. 

PARVIN,  James  Burbank 
(Greenville:  retired)  died 
June  6.  A  memorial  service 
was  held  June  9  at  First 
UMC:  Washington. 
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11-15  Youth  07;  Greensboro  NC 

14      Rocky  Mount  District 
Setup  meeting;  Sandy 
Cross  UMC,  10am 

19      MERCI  Board 

23-28  Annual  Conference 
Session  for  Youth; 
Methodist  College; 
Fayetteville 

25-28  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission;  Methodist 
University;  Fayetteville 

27      UMW  Conference 

Standing  Rules  Committee 
at  School  of  Christian 
Mission,  12:00pm 


August  2007 

2       Sexual  Ethics  Training; 
Hayes  Barton  UMC; 
8:30am-4:30pm 

5       Golden  Cross  Sunday 

18      UMW  Finance  Committee 
Meeting;  9:30  am;  First 
UMC;  Rocky  Mount 

25  Greenville  District  Basic 
Lay  Speaking  Training, 

10  am-4  pm,  Asbury  UMC, 
Washington 

26  Greenville  Dist.  Advanced 
Lay  Speaker  Training 
(Evangelism)  2-8  pm, 
Asbury  UMC,  Washington 


For  more  information,  visit  www.nccumc.org 
and  click  on  "Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the  page. 


A  SPECIAL  PUBLICATION  FROM 
YOUR  FRIEM75  AT 

Chupeh  Iff iee 


IN  JUNE  2007,  IN  THE  CITY  OF 
GREENVILLE,  NORTH  CAROLINA, 
i  MORE  THAN  1600  METH0PISTS 
GATHEREP  TOGETHER  AT  ONE 
TIME..  ANV  IT  WAS  NOT  f  OR 
A  COVERED  PISH  PINNER ! 
ITU 


3EUEVE  IT 
OR  NOT! 


COFFEY,  YOU  REALLY 
PON'TUNPERSTANP 
ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
AT  ALU  00  YOU? 


NO,  PUT  I  DO 
UNVER5TANV 
METHOPISTS! 


Copyright  2007  Kart  A  jtorewtfci  AM  rtgritt  taatrvad  Vtttt  u»  onKnt  at  wnm  ewmrtki  es»m 
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August  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  16 


where  God  could  be  worshiped  (8:9) 
and  in  relationships  of  justice  and  caring 
(7:10).  Our  relationship  with  God  is 
never  very  far  from  our  relationship 
with  others. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Jesus  Means  Freedom  (Fortress), 
Ernst  Kasemann  wrote:  "We  ought  to 
show  that  repentance,  if. .  .genuine, 
always  leads  us  to  be  human." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Here  I  am,  sin  and  all. 

August  26, 2007 

Text:     Malachi  2: 1 7;  3: 1  -5;  4: 1 
"Living  Responsibly  in 


Birth 


The  Rev.  Karl  Zorowski 
(Wilmington:  Bethel/Lebanon) 
and  his  wife,  Cheryl, 
celebrated  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Amber  Marie 
on  May  30. 


the  Community  of  Faith" 

According  to  my  records,  I  have 
preached  only  three  times  from  the 
book  of  Malachi,  once  in  1962,  again 
in  1965,  and  most  recently  in  1983.  I 
suspect  the  problem  is  not  the  biblical 
material;  the  problem  is  with  me:  I  don't 
like  what  the  Bible  says  in  Malachi. 

Why  should  I  like  Malachi?  The 
prophet  blasts  professional  religious 
workers  (1:7-10).  He  tears  into  those 
who  plead  for  the  Lord's  help  (2:13). 
Malachi  takes  a  swipe  at  those  who 
wonder  why  God  lets  bad  things  happen 
to  good  people  (2:17). 

There  is  almost  delight  in  announcing 
that  "you'll  get  what  you've  got  coming 
to  you  when  the  Lord  appears" — not 
exactly  an  encouraging  word  (3:1-2). 

The  writer  accuses  those  who  make 
offerings  of  robbing  God  (3:8-9) — and 
this  to  a  man  who  gave  a  big  tip  to  the 
church  youth  at  their  car  wash  last  weelc 

No,  I  cannot  say  that  Malachi  is  a 
bastion  of  positive  thinking,  feel-good 
religion.  But,  is  it  a  message  that  we 
need  to  hear?  Yes! 

If  I  had  to  put  the  content  of  Malachi 
into  one  sentence,  Id  say  "God  is  not 
fooled  by  our  pretend  religion."  That 
might  not  be  good  news,  but  it  is  true! 
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Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Since 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


The  difference  between  those  who 
serve  God  and  those  who  do  not  serve 
God  (3:18)  is  not  in  how  piously  they 
talk  but  in  how  faithfully  they  walk. 

The  faithful  are  described  as  those 
who  revered  the  Lord  (King  James 
Version:  "who  feared  the  Lord"). 
Malachi  is  a  caution  to  our  generation 
that  seems  more  designed  on  making 
God  into  a  chummy  friend,  available  at 
our  beck  and  call. 

This  book  is  no  call  for  a  fuzzy  faith, 
but  is  an  in-your-face  reminder  that  God 
is  in  charge,  not  us,  and  that  faithfulness 
is  packed  with  mystery  and  risk. 

The  last  portion  of  the  book  is  not 
included  in  the  study  verses.  Take  a 
look  at  4:5-6.  God  promises  to  do 
what  is  necessary  to  save  us  from  our 


deserved  destruction.  Now,  maybe  that 
is  the  text  that  I'll  preach  next! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Wobegone  Boy  (Viking),  Garrison 
Keillor  has  his  main  character  contrast 
between  soft  and  hard  repentance: 
"He  had  to  go  to  Minneapolis,  or  to 
California  and  the  Garden  of  Eden 
Synod,  where  the  sign  in  the  front 
of  the  church  didn't  say  'Repent,  O 
Wretched  Man';  it  said:  'Mistakes  make 
better  artists  of  us  all  as  we  weave  new 
patterns  in  the  fabric  of  our  lives'" 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Help  me  hear  the  hard 
things,  O  God,  that  I  might  be  able  to 
do  the  hard  things  for  You. . ." 


New  pastoral  appointments 

continued  from  page  15 

ROCKY  MOUNT  DISTRICT 

Edgecombe,  Halifax,  Nash,  Northampton,  Warren,  and  Wilson  counties 
The  Rev.  William  C.  Simpson,  Jr.,  district  superintendent 

Bailey  Charge,  the  Rev.  David  C.  Hutchins  from  Star;  Bethlehem-Shady  Grove,  James 
Stainback,  interim  supply;  Edgecombe  Parish,  the  Rev.  Kristen  D.  Williams  from  Hornes- 
Sims;  Enfield-Eden-Whitakers,  Charles  J.  Robl  III;  Hornes-Sims,  the  Rev.  Valerie  L.  White 
from  Salem-Harris  Chapel;  Littleton,  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Licht  from  Durham:  Mt.  Sylvan 
associate;  Lucama,  the  Rev.  Lawrence  T.  Smith,  Sr.,  retired  supply  from  another  conference; 
South  Rosemary,  the  Rev.  Sandra  Mull  from  Fayetteville:  Tabor;  Rocky  Mount:  Englewood, 
the  Rev.  John  W.  Wenberg,  Jr.  from  Wilson:  Winstead;  Rocky  Mount:  First  associate,  the  Rev. 
John  Farron  Duncan  from  Rehobeth;  Smith,  the  Rev.  Curtis  Mull  from  Fayetteville:  Christ; 
Spring-Lebanon,  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Clyde,  Jr.,  retired  supply  from  another  denomination; 
Spring  Hope,  the  Rev.  Elizabeth  W.  Polk  from  Chowan:  Bethany;  Trinity  Parish,  the 
Rev.  Adrian  Lyn  Sawyer  from  Washington:  First  associate;  Warren  Charge,  the  Rev.  John 
David  Amon  from  Kenansville-Beulaville;  Wilson:  First,  the  Rev.  D.  Douglas  Jessee  from 
an  extension  ministry  position;  Wilson:  West  Nash,  the  Rev.  William  E.  Holliday  from 
Hebron;  Wilson:  Winstead,  the  Rev.  David  P.  Haley  from  Littleton;  Zion,  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Gene  Jenks  from  another  denomination. 

SANFORD  DISTRICT 

Chatham,  Lee,  Montgomery,  and  Moore  counties 
The  Rev.  Milton  H.  Gilbert,  district  superintendent 

Aberdeen:  Page  Memorial,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Davenport  from  Hyde  Charge;  Aberdeen: 
Page  Memorial,  the  Rev.  Jane  Leechford  from  Warren  Charge;  Broadway-  Morris  Chapel, 
the  Rev.  David  Malcolm  from  Fayetteville:  Camp  Ground  associate;  Hickory  Grove,  Ryan 
Gabriel;  Demon  Springs,  the  Rev.  Terry  Hobbs  from  Seven  Springs;  Mt.  Pleasant,  the  Rev. 
Jimmy  Owens  from  another  conference;  Pinehurst,  the  Rev.  David  A.  Banks  from  Sanford: 
Jonesboro;  Sanford:  Jonesboro,  the  Rev.  W.  Joseph  Wilburn  from  Burlington:  Mt.  Hermon; 
Southern  Pines  associate,  Cleve  May;  Star,  the  Rev.  David  Foushee  from  Spring  Hope;  Vass, 
the  Rev.  Phillip  Brown,  retired  supply. 

WILMINGTON  DISTRICT 

Bladen,  Brunswick,  Columbus,  New  Hanover,  and  Pender  counties 
The  Rev.  Timothy  J.  Russell,  district  superintendent 

Garland,  Christopher  O'Briant,  interim  supply;  Hampstead  associate,  the  Rev.  Deirdre 
Britt  from  Tabernacle;  Herring's  Chapel,  Richard  Russell,  interim  supply;  Leland  (new 
congregation),  the  Rev.  Terry  Leigh  Buckner  from  Wilmington:  Pine  Valley  associate; 
Oceanview  associate,  the  Rev.  Deborah  Vanderford  from  Garland;  Rocky  Point,  the  Rev. 
E.  J.  Highsmith  from  Westview;  Seaside  (Brunswick),  the  Rev.  David  C.  Benson  from 
Whiteville;  Westview,  the  Rev.  Douglas  Lukens  from  Herrings  Chapel;  Whiteville,  the  Rev. 
Hope  A.  Vickers  from  Wilson:  West  Nash;  Wilmington:  Grace,  the  Rev.  Clyde  Denny  from 
Rocky  Mount:  Englewood;  Wilmington:  Harbor  associate,  the  Rev.  Paul  R.  Dunham  from 
Wilmington:  Wellspring;  Wilmington:  Pine  Valley  associate,  Teresa  Cook;  Wrightsville,  the 
Rev.  Robert  J.  Bauman  from  Wilmington:  Grace;  Zion,  the  Rev.  Willie  H.  Frizzelle  from 
leave  of  absence. 
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A  gathering  of  Deacons,  diaconal  ministers, 
the  Cabinet,  and  Bishop  Gwinn  held  in  Cary 


By  Trish  Archer  * 

The  Order  of  Deacons,  diaconal 
ministers,  the  Cabinet  and  Bishop 
Gwinn  gathered  on  May  22  at  Saint 
Francis  UMC  in  Cary  for  a  day  of 
conversation,  celebration  and  worship. 

Bishop  Gwinn  convenes  the  Order 
of  Deacons  regularly  but  this  was  the 
first  time  that  the  Cabinet  of  the  NC 
Conference  also  joined  the  deacons  and 


diaconal  ministers. 

The  day  began  with  a  reading  of 
Matthew  9:35-38.  Those  gathered  were 
asked  to  reflect  upon  the  places  that 
each  of  them  saw  the  church  going  to 
the  world. 

Deacons  and  diaconal  ministers  are 
called  and  sent  to  ministries  of  love, 
mercy  and  compassion,  bridging  the 
Church  and  the  world. 

Stories  of  mission  and  ministry  were 


shared  showing  the  ways  in  which  the 
Church  reaches  out  to  the  places  of 
brokenness  in  NC  and  beyond. 

During  the  morning  session,  there 
was  discussion  about  ways  in  which  the 
role  of  the  deacon  in  full  connection 
could  be  strengthened  in  the  conference, 
with  particular  emphasis  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  Order  to  other 
clergy  and  laity. 

After  lunch,  the  group  worshiped 
together  with  a  theme  of  "Diakonia: 
Bread  for  the  World."  Bishop  Gwinn 
led  the  group  in  a  celebration  of  Holy 
Communion. 

During  the  worship  service,  the  Order 
of  Deacons  and  the  Diaconal  Ministers 
of  NC  presented  to  Bishop  Gwinn 
and  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
a  banner  used  in  the  "Celebrating 
Diakonia"  conference,  held  in  Florida 
in  April.  Several  from  North  Carolina 
Conference  attended  the  conference. 

The  hand-painted  silk  banner 
was  purchased  for  display  at  Annual 
Conference  and  then  for  display  at  the 
United  Methodist  building. 

On  the  banner,  a  pitcher  pours 
water  out  over  the  world,  symbolizing 
the  call  to  serve  the  world  in  the  name 
of  Christ. 

This  year  is  the  10th  anniversary  of 
the  Order  of  Deacons  and  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  ministry  of  the 
diaconal  minister. 

*  Trish  Archer,  an  associate  at  Pine  Valley 
UMC  in  Wilmington,  is  chair  of  the 
Order  of  Deacons. 


Barbara  Seago  (center)  serves  lunch 
to  the  day's  chef,  her  husband  Jerry. 
Seago  made  the  meal  to  honor  his 
mother,  Dot  Seago  (left),  and  his  mother- 
in-law,  Ruth  Mitchell.  He  also  wanted  to 
honor  the  Palmer's  Grove  UM  Women  for 
kindnesses  extended  to  both  mothers 
during  the  past  few  months. 

A  Mother's 
Day  feast  for 
Palmers  Grove 

By  Nell  Andrews  * 

Jerry  Seago  honored  his  mother,  Dot 
Seago,  and  his  mother-in-law,  Ruth 
Mitchell  for  Mothers'  Day  by  providing 
lunch  for  them  and  the  Palmer's  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church  Seniors' 
ministry. 

The  PG  Seniors'  ministry  started 
three  years  ago. 

Beginning  with  a  dozen  persons,  the 
attendance  for  the  monthly  meetings 
has  grown  to  around  50  from  the 
church  and  surrounding  area. 

Lunch  is  provided  along  with  an 
educational  program  or  entertainment. 

Professionals  in  the  fields  of 
Medicare,  social  security,  Medicaid, 
legal  aid,  recreation  and  travel,  health, 
home  care,  are  among  those  presenting 
educational  programs. 

Seago  did  the  cooking  on  this 
day  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  helped  serve 
the  meal  to  the  48  seniors  present. 
Plates  were  also  taken  to  shut-ins. 

After  lunch,  the  group  enjoyed  a 
time  of  singing  with  Helen  Austin  at 
the  piano. 

Palmer's  Grove  UMC  is  located  near 
Hillsborough;  Reverend  Scott  Finicum 
is  the  pastor. 

*  Nell  Andrews  serves  as  coordinator 
for  the  Palmer's  Grove  UMC  Seniors 
Ministry. 

SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS  "k 
lor  Churches  since  1961  *», 

SOUND*  CCTV*  PROJECTORS  ♦  CHIMES 
free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Work" 

Lillington,  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)  893-4183 


In  addition  to  the  Cary  gathering,  NCC  members  attended  a  "Celebrating  Diakonia" 
Conference  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
held  in  Orlando,  Florida.  They  returned  with  a  special  silk  banner  symbolizing 
the  call  to  serve  the  world  and  presented  it  to  Bishop  Gwinn  at  the  deacons' 
gathering  in  Cary.  Pictured  are:  (Front  Row)  Harold  Jacobs,  Mary  Jane  Pierce 
Norton,  Judy  Stephens,  Kathie  Wilkinson,  Andy  Keck.  (Second  Row)  Bill  Weisser, 
Alice  Kunka,  Joyce  Horn,  Trish  Archer,  Pat  Lykins. 


NC  Wesleyan  College  Hosts  Local  Pastors  Study  School 

North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College  hosted  41  United  Methodist  Church  ministers  from  around  the  state  who  took  part  in  a 
Local  Pastors  Study  School  held  May  17-25.  Pastors  attending  the  event  included  some  who  are  being  assigned  to  their  first 
appointments  and  others  who  are  serving  as  interim  pastors  and  second-career  pastors.  Daily  activities  began  with  a  morning 
devotion  in  Wesleyan's  Leon  Russell  Chapel,  followed  by  instruction  in  the  Dunn  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts.  Topics  included 
the  code  of  ethics,  evangelism  in  the  local  church,  administration  and  polity,  theology,  and  United  Methodist  doctrine,  among 
other  considerations.  The  ministers  stayed  in  residence  halls  on  campus. 
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Leeland  is  named  NCC 
nominee  for  bishop 

Dr.  Paul  Leeland  has  received  the  unanimous  endorsement  of  the  NC 
Conference  General  and  Jurisdictional  Delegation  as  the  delegation's 
nominee  to  be  a  bishop  in  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  vote  was  taken  at  the  group's  first  meeting  after  officers  were  elected 
following  the  conclusion  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  on 
June  16. 

Leeland,  assistant  to  the  bishop  and  director  of  ministerial  relations,  was 
elected  chair  of  the  delegation  on  June  16  following  the  close  of  Annual 
Conference  and  the  clergy  executive  session.  The  delegation  decided  to 
meet  on  June  27  to  consider  other  matters.  Leeland  was  elected  an  Episcopal 
nominee  at  that  meeting. 

Elections  of  bishops  are  held,  depending  on  vacancies,  at  Jurisdictional 
Conferences.  The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  meets 
July  16-19,  2008  at  Lake  Junaluska.  At  present,  one  bishop  will  be  elected 
due  to  a  retirement. 

The  delegation  will  begin  to  form  a  committee  to  assist  in  the  election 
of  Dr.  Leeland  who  will  be  presented  to  the  Annual  Conference  in  2008 
for  its  endorsement. 


Golden  Cross  ministry 
makes  a  difference 


By  Richard  C. 
Vaughan* 

Golden  Cross  is  a 
unique  ministry  in  the 
NC  Annual  Conference 
that  helps  the  laity  with 
no  where  else  to  turn. 

When  financial  dif- 
ficulties arise,  and 
when  medical  bills  are 
causing  heartache  and 
stress,  Golden  Cross 
is  there.  Golden  Cross 
makes  a  difference. 

However,  the  budget 
of  $  1 4,600  from  the  conference  is  small, 
and  needs  are  great.  That  is  where  each 
person  in  the  Conference  can  help. 

Please  remember  to  take  an  offering 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  August  (August 


A  special  thank  you  came 
from  one  of  the  families 
who  received  Golden  Cross 
support  last  year. 


5th)  to  support  the 
ministries  of  Golden 
Cross.  Golden  Cross 
is  Advance  Special  #S 
00153. 

This  offering  can  be 
submitted  on  the  con- 
ference remittance  form 
by  church  treasurers. 

Last  year  over  $9,200 
was  received  from  the 
offering  and  supple- 
mented the  budget 
from  the  conference. 

This  allowed  the 
program  to  provide 
assistance  to  five  more  families  than 
would  have  been  reached  otherwise. 

*  Richard  C.  Vaughan  is  NC  Conference 
director  of  Golden  Cross. 


Healthy  Child  Campaign 
seeks  coverage  for  all  children 


By  Linda  Bloom  * 

(UMNS)  -  Every  child  in  the  United 
States,  regardless  of  immigration 
status  or  family  income,  should  have 
access  to  comprehensive  health  and 
mental  health  care,  according  to 
The  United  Methodist  Church's 
women's  organization. 

To  help  achieve  that 
goal,  the  Women's 
Division  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  joining 
the  "Healthy  Child 
Campaign:  Covering 
All  Children  in  2007," 
sponsored  by  the 
Children's  Defense 
Fund. 

In  her  address  during 
the    division's  spring 
meeting,  UMW  chief 
executive  Lois  Dauway 
said    9    million  U.S. 
children  are  without  health  insurance, 
even  though  nearly  90   percent  of 
those  children  live  in  households  with 
working  parents. 

"Many  of  these  children  are  eligible 
for  coverage  under  Medicaid  and  the 
State  Children's  Health  Insurance 
Program  but  are  not  enrolled  in 
existing  programs  in  large  part  because 
of  different  eligibility  and  enrollment 
barriers  that  make  it  difficult  to  obtain 
or  keep  coverage,"  Dauway  said. 

"Millions  more  children  are  under- 
insured  or  at  risk  of  losing  coverage 
if  their  parents  change  jobs  or  more 
employers  drop  family  coverage." 

The  goal  of  the  Healthy  Child 


Lois  Dauway 


Campaign  is  to  consolidate  children's 
health  coverage  under  Medicaid  and 
the  State  Children's  Health  Insurance 
Program  into  a  single  federal  program 
that  guarantees  all  medically  necessary 
services  for  children. 

According  to  the  Children's  Defense 
Fund,  the  cost  is  estimated  at  $26.1 
billion  a  year,  which  equals  25  days 
of  spending  on 
Medicare  in  2007  and 
16  days  of  general 
military  spending  this 
year.  Because  it  would 
be  a  federal  program, 
states  would  incur  no 
additional  cost  for 
expanded  coverage  and 
enhanced  benefits. 

Under  the  program, 
children  age  18  and 
younger  whose  family 
income  is  at  or  below 
300  percent  of  the 
federal  poverty  level  -  or 
$61,950  for  a  family  of  four  in  2007  - 
would  be  covered. 

Children  with  family  incomes  over 
the  300  percent  level  could  buy  into 
the  program.  Pregnant  women  at  or 
below  the  300  percent  level  would 
be  eligible  for  prenatal,  delivery  and 
postpartum  care. 

The  Women's  Division,  which 
administers  the  church's  UM  Women's 
groups,  plans  to  support  the  Healthy 
Child  Campaign  through  petitions, 
an  action  alert  and  opportunities  for 
education  and  awareness. 

*  Linda  Bloom  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  New  York. 


School  of  Christian  Mission 
registration  deadline  July  1 2 


Register  by  July  12  for  the  School 
of  Christian  Mission  being  held 
July  25-28  at  Methodist  University, 
Fayetteville. 

The  studies  include:  "Israel  & 
Palestine,"  "Music  and  Mission," 
and  "Globalization:  Its  impact 
in  our  lives." 

All  men,  women  and  youth  of  the 
church  who  would  like  to  worship 
God,  learn  new  things,  and  enjoy 


the  fellowship  of  Christians  are 
invited  to  attend  the  school. 

Housing  is  available  at  the  university. 
Childcare  can  be  provided  for 
registrations  received  by  the  deadline. 

Details  are  available  on  the 
conference  web  site  at:  http://www. 
nccumc.org/events.htm. 

Once  on  the  site,  click  on  the 
"information"  link  for  the  UMW 
School  of  Christian  Mission. 


Cokesbury's 

Super 

Summer 

Sale! 


Thursday,  Friday, 

and  Saturday, 
July  19-21,  2007 


you  i 
tire 
rchase* 


Visit  your  local 
Cokesbury  Christian  Store 


Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 

Cokesbury 

Resources  fc  t-fcs  Christian  Journey   /  ^^tj^r* 

Shop  in-store,  by  phone,  or  online 
Cokesbury.com  |  1.800.672.1789 


*No  further  discounts  apply.  VBS  resources,  Bible  Works" 
ail  curriculum,  UM,  PC(USA),  and  DIsdples  of  Christ 
official  resources,  Kerygma,  DfSO^E,  Digital  Hymnals, 
handbells,  previously  discounted  merchandise,  advertised 
specials,  and  custom  orders  are  excluded.  Discount  does 
not  apply  to  books,  textbooks,  or  items  labeled  as  non- 
discountable.  Not  valid  on  pest  purchases. 
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Camp  Rockfish,  one  of  the  NC  Conference  UM  camp  &  retreat 
centers,  is  again  heavily  involved  in  serving  the  children  of  deployed 
military.  Rockfish,  located  near  Fayetteville,  is  in  its  fourth  year  providing 
summer  camps  as  a  part  of  Operation  Purple.  The  National  Military 
Families  Association  (NMFA),  started  the  program  in  1994  to  provide 
free  summer  camp  experiences  for  children  of  deployed  military  of  all 
services,  both  active  and  reserve. 

These  children  are  carrying  an  unusually  heavy  burden  due  to  the 
long  absences  of  one  of  their  parents  and  the  anxieties  and  uncertainties 
associated  with  war  time.  At  the  camps,  children  experience  the  usual 
camping  activities,  and  they  are  also  involved  in  programs  designed  to 
help  them  deal  with  the  issues  associated  with  an  absent  parent  because 
of  deployment  in  a  war  environment. 

This  year  Rockfish  is  one  of  34  sites  in  26  states  providing  a  camping 
experience  this  summer  for  nearly  4,000  young  people.  Rockfish  has  been 
the  largest  of  those  sites,  serving  360  children  in  2006  and  with  funding 
to  serve  680  children  in  2007. 

Because  Fort  Bragg  is  the  largest  US  military  base  and  NC  has  a  very 

See  "Operation  Purple,  "page  3 


Operation  Purple  offers  free  summer 
camps  around  the  world  for  military 
children.  The  camps  include  fun  camp 
activities,  a  chance  to  learn  about  military 
equipment,  opportunities  to  meet  other 
children  experiencing  deployment, 
and  support  for  dealing  with  the 
difficulties  of  deployment. 
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Youth  Harambee  -  "Let's  Pull  Together" 

Twenty-four  youth  and  adults  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  attended  Youth  Harambee  of  the  South- 
eastern Jurisdiction  Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal,  Inc.  Harambee  is  a  Swahili  word  which  means  "Let's 
pull  together."  The  event  is  designed  to  promote  unity  and  develop  church  leaders.  This  year's  theme  was  "Make 
Disciples"from  Matthew  28:1 9.The  event  was  held  June  27-July  1  in  Orangeburg,  SC  on  the  historical  black  college 
campus  of  Claflin  University.  During  their  stay  at  Harambee,  youth  had  time  to  work  on  a  mission  project,  pray, 
sing,  be  challenged  by  inspirational  speakers,  learn  about  the  church,  participate  in  a  talent  show,  fellowship, 
and  build  meaningful  relationships  with  God  and  each  other.  Churches  from  the  NC  Conference  represented 
were  Harry  Hosier  (Fayetteville,)  Miller's  Chapel  (St.  Pauls,)  Piney  Grove  and  Jerusalem  (Maxton).  The  North 
Carolina  BMCR  chapter  chairperson  is  the  Rev.  Jimmy  F.  Cummings. 


GBHEM  increases  scholarships  &  loans 
to  support  rising  college  costs 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  responded  to 
rising  college  costs  by  doubling  the  amount  of  money 
a  UM  college  student  may  borrow  annually  from  a 
denominational  loan  fund  and  lowering  the  interest 
rate  beginning  Aug.  1,  2007.  The  "Five  for  Five" 
program  means  students  can  borrow  $5,000  for  5%. 

"One  of  the  core  values  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  our  mission  to  prepare  educated  clergy  and 
lay  leaders  for  the  church  and  the  wo  rid....  We  hope 
to  make  a  value-centered  education  more  accessible 
to  future  leaders  from  all  income  levels,"  said  the 
Rev.  Jerome  King  Del  Pino,  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  Board  oversees  loans  and  scholarships  for  the 
denomination,  which  has  about  8  million  members  in 
the  United  States  and  another  3.5  million  overseas. 

"The  135-year-old  UM  Student  Loan  Program, 
the  oldest  educational  loan  program  in  the  country, 
was  started  because  we  believe  preparing  a  new 
generation  of  Christian  leaders  for  the  church  and  the 
world  means  helping  tomorrows  leaders  pay  for  the 
education  they  need  today." 

In  addition  to  the  "Five  for  Five"  loan  increases, 
the  Board  is  also  making  more  scholarship 
money  available  by  withdrawing  $2  million 
from  the  scholarships  and  loans  fund  to 
support  a  variety  of  programs. 

The  Gift  of  Hope  project  gives 
scholarships    to    deserving  UM 
not  attending  one  of  the  109 
UM-related     colleges  and 
universities. 

The    new  $500,000 
endowment  will  help 


ensure  that  a  minimum  of  700  annual  scholarships 
are  awarded.  The  endowment  will  continue  the  Gift 
of  Hope  in  perpetuity. 

The  scholarship  has  also  been  renamed  "The  Rev. 
Dr.  Karen  Layman  Gift  of  Hope:  2 1  st  Century  Scholars 
Program. "An  education  advocate,  Layman  saw  the 
need  for  future  church  leaders  to  be  well  educated  and 
to  have  opportunity  to  receive  training. 

A  new  $500,000  endowment  for  the  Women  of 
Color  Scholars  Program  will  support  four  students  in 
2007  and  ensure  the  annual  support  of  a  minimum 
of  10  women  of  color  pursuing  doctorate  degrees  in 
religious  studies. 

The  program  provides  up  to  $10,000  a  year  to 
women  of  color  pursuing  a  Ph.D.  or  Th.D. 

The  Women  of  Color  Scholars  Program  grew  out  of 
concerns  from  professional  women  at  UM  seminaries 
and  theological  schools  about  the  lack  of  women  of 
color  on  their  faculties. 

To  grant  more  scholarships  to  seminary  students, 
the   Board  also   increased   its   Special  Seminary 
Scholarship  Fund  by  $  1  million  for  students  up  to 
age  30.  The  added  money  will  help  an  additional 
25  students  in  2007-08,  bringing  to  75  the 
total  number  of  seminary  students  receiving 
annual  scholarship  support. 

Board  officials  hope  that  as  the  fund 
grows,  a  minimum  of  100  young 
seminarians  someday  will  receive 

omen  of  Color  Scholars  scholarships. 

To  learn  more  about  UM 
loans     and  scholarships 
programs,  visit  the  Web 
site:  www.gbhem.org. 
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250  gather  for 
older  adults'  day 
of  celebration 
and  learning 

By  Laura  Bailey  * 

The  conference- wide  Older  Adult  Event  held  at  Garner 
United  Methodist  in  May  drew  250  participants. 

Dr.  Vernon  Tyson  began  the  day  with  an  inspirational 
message  as  the  group  worshipped  together,  sang  and 
had  Communion.  Workshops  offered  during  the  day 
were  on  topics  of  interest,  such  as  "Caregiving  for  the 
Caregiver,"  "Nutrition,"  "Writing  and  Journaling  about 
Faith,"  and  "Coping  with  Loss." 

Bill  Gattis,  Burlington  district  superintendent  led  a 
much  appreciated  session  on  "Blessed  to  Be  a  Blessing." 
The  opportunity  to  meet  others  from  around  the 
Conference  was  a  highlight  of  the  day. 

The  completed  evaluation  form  responses  indicate 
that  the  the  day  was  enjoyed  by  everyone  and  many 
look  forward,  enthusiastically  to  the  next  event  to  be 
held  on  May  7,  2008. 

The  NC  Conference  Older  Adult  Ministry  Committee 
has  plans  are  underway  for  2008  event.  The  Theme  will 
be  "Living  Life  to  the  Fullest."  Garner  UMC  again  will 
be  the  location  for  the  day-long  event,  with  worship, 
workshops  and  lunch. 

*  Laura  Bailey,  conference  Media  Center  director,  is  the 
Connectional  Ministries  staff  representative  to  the  Older 
Adult  Ministry  Committee 


The  Rev.  Nina  Paul  Vinson  (standing  center)  taught  the 
class:  "What  Scripture  Says  About  Aging." 


Dr.  Belton  Joyner  distributes  handouts  in  his  class: 
"Writing  About  Your  Faith." 
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Bethea  Welcome  Center  opens,  seals  new  era 


By  Cintia  Listenbee  * 

A  new  era  of  acceptance  and 
hospitality  to  all  has  been  established  as 


the  new  Bethea  Welcome  Center  was 
consecrated  on  July  9.  The  1 2,000  square 
foot  building,  completed  less  than  a  year 
after  its  ground  breaking,  will  serve  as  a 


Participants  at  the  consecration  of  the  Bethea  Welcome  Center  included  (L-R): 
Brian  Walls,  Josepha  Bethea  Walls  (daughter  of  Joseph  and  Shirley  Bethea),  Bishop 
Michael  Watson  (South  Georgia  Annual  Conference),  and  Cece  Hipps  (Haywood 
County  Chamber  of  Commerce  Executive  Director). 


Operation  Purple  continued  from  page  I 


large  National  Guard  deployment, 
the  impact  of  current  deployment  on 
children  and  families  is  enormous  in 
the  NC  Conference. 

While  most  of  the  34  Operation 
Purple  sites  provide  only  one  or  two 
weeks  of  camp,  Rockfish  will  be 
providing  six  one  week  camps  and  two 
two-week  leadership  camps,  one  for 
middle  school  age  and  one  for  high 
school  age. 

Rockfish  is  providing  these  special 
camps  while  continuing  to  serve  its 
regular  summer  camp  population  which 
has  also  been  growing. 

NMFA    has  asked 
pilot   family  retreat 
weekends    and  an 
after-school  program 
in  the  fall. 

Because  of  the 
success  of  the  Rockfish 
Operation  Purple 
camps,  NMFA  asked 
Camp  Director  Gene 
Joiner  and  his  staff  to 
lead  a  pilot  program 
in  California  for 
children  of  injured 
military  parents. 

Joiner  accepted  the 
challenge,  contracted 
for   the    use    of  a 
United  Methodist  Camp  in  California, 
and  flew  most  of  his  staff  there  to  run 
the  program  the  week  of  June  17. 

This  pilot  program  in  California 
and  Operation  Purple  in  general 
were  highlighted  on  CBS's  "Sunday 
Morning,"  NBC's  "Today  on  NBC" 
and  in  a  front  page  article  in  USA 
Today.  Producers  of  "60  Minutes"  have 
been  on  site  at  Rockfish  preparing  for 


Rockfish  to 


Because  Fort  Bragg  is 
the  largest  US  military 
base  and  NC  has  a 
very  large  National 
Guard  deployment, 
the  impact  of  current 
deployment  on 
children  and  families 
is  enormous  in  the 
NC  Conference. 


a  feature  as  well  which  will  be  released 
in  the  fall. 

While  the  majority  of  Rockfish  staff 
were  in  California,  a  small  group  of 
staff  remained  to  host  Royal  Family 
Kids  (RFK),  a  ministry  for  children 
who  have  experienced  abuse. 

The  Rockfish  staff  provided  specialty 
programs  while  RFK  provided  its  on 
cabin  staff  and  program. 

The  unique  and  timely  opportunity 
for  ministry  to  families  has  been 
gratifying  but  it  has  strained  the 
Rockfish  resources,  both  human 
and  physical. 

Summer  camp  support  staff  had  to 
give  up  their  space 
and  move  into  the 
Bergland  Adult 
Retreat  Center  for 
the  summer.  Every 
available  space  has 
been  converted  to 
housing. 

The  dining  hall  has 
gone  to  double  shifts 
for  all  meals. 

Thanks  to  the 
Raleigh  District 
United  Methodist 
Men,  four  new  cabins 
are  in  the  works  at 
Rockfish,  two  to  be 
built  this  fall  and  two  early  next  year. 

For  the  foreseeable  future  these 
cabins  will  serve  as  additional  cabins 
rather  than  replacements,  providing 
quality  space  in  ministry  to  our  military 
families  in  2008. 

For  more  information  about 
Operation  Purple  and  Camp  Rockfish 
visit  www.operationpurple.org  and 
www.rockfishoutdoorcenter.org/. 


place  of  hospitality  and  reconciliation 
at  the  Lake  Junaluska  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center. 

Approximately  600  people  attended 
the  event  including  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  college  of  Bishops,  which 
met  at  Lake  Junaluska  for  2  days. 

The  center  honors  the  late  Bishop 
Joseph  and  Shirley  Bethea  and  will  house 
cottage  rentals,  events  registration, 
marketing,  conference  coordinators  and 
hotel  management  as  well  as  a  Chamber 
of  Commerce  information  desk. 

A  visitor's  center  and  a  store  featuring 
local  art  work  and  Lake  Junaluska 
merchandise  also  will  be  housed  there. 

NC  Conference  Bishop  Alfred 
Gwinn  said  he  was  glad  to  be  part  of 
the  consecration. 

"I've  been  related  to  Junaluska  for 
thirty  years  plus  and  this  is  probably 
the  most  significant  moment  in  my 
remembrance  in  all  those  years.  This 
is  proof  of  the  fact  that  we  are  to  live 
into  God's  vision  of  inclusivity.  The 
excitement  of  the  day  speaks  not  of  a 
hollow  act  but  the  Spirit  moving  in  the 
people,"  he  said. 

Bishop  James  Swanson  of  Holston 
Annual  Conference  said  the  building 
marks  the  extension  of  a  new  time. 

"It  sends  a  positive  message  to  the 
African-American  community  which 


Shirley  and  Joseph  Bethea 

one  time  was  excluded  from  Lake 
Junaluska.  It  sends  a  message  that  the 
new  era  began  some  time  ago  and  this 
is  the  culmination  of  it.  To  have  the 
Welcome  Center  to  be  named  after  an 
African-American  bishop  says  more 
than  'You  are  welcome,'  it  says  'You're 
wanted.'  " 

Jimmy  Carr,  SEJ's  executive  director, 
said,  "Bishop  and  Mrs.  Bethea's  ministry 
embodied  graciousness,  openness  and 
hospitality." 

Financing  for  the  center  was  raised 
through  donations  from  more  than 
1,000  individuals,  regional  businesses 
and  United  Methodist  groups,  including 
the  15  annual  conferences  within  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

*  Cintia  Listenbee  is  communications 
specialist  for  the  SEJ. 


\Y< •><•  a  169  year  old  Methodist  Church-related  liberal  arts  college 
with  approximately  1300  students,  Vic  Ye  large  enough  to  offer  more 
than  30  majors  and  685  different  courses,  vet  small  enough  to  really 
care.  Thai's  why  everyone  seems  to  know  everyone  here.  And  why 
professors  ait*  just  as  likely  to  leach  a  history  eiass  over  a  pizza  as 
over  a  stack  of  books.  And  maybe  it's  why  almost  half  of  our  students 
compete  on  our  16  NCAA  sports  teams.  Most  of  us  are  involved  in 
more  than  65  on-campus  organizations  and  volunteer  for  hundreds 
of  neighborhood  projects.  We  hope  you'll  visit  our  historic  SO  acre 
campus  and  discover  why  ¥«u  Belong  Here. 


GREENSBORO 


COLLEGE 

SINCE  i633 


www.gborocollege.edu 
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Ministries  serving  racial-ethnic  groups  funded 
through  grants  from  Board  of  Discipleship 

(UMNS)   A   United   Methodist      ethnic/minority     church      members         project  of  the  Leadership  Com 

aopnrv  Uzs  awarrlprl    £1  7.0.^9(1  rn    IS        in      the      nlannintr.      learlprshin      anrl  of  rhe  Narinnal  Assnriarinn  r>f  I< 


(UMNS)  A  United  Methodist 
agency  has  awarded  $120,590  to  15 
projects  and  organizations  serving 
racial-ethnic  groups  including  several 
from  the  Southeastern  Jursdiction. 

"These  ministries  and  projects 
funded  by  the  Racial  Ethnic  Local 
Church  Concern  Committee  directly 
contribute  to  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship's 
mission  of  making 
disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ,"  said  Sungnam 
Choi,  director  of  the 
committee  and  director 
ofboard's  Korean,  Asian- 
American  and  Pacific 
Island  Ministries. 

"These  grant 
awards      help  local 
United  Methodist 
congregations  fulfill  their  goals  and 
serve  the  local  community,"  Choi  said. 

Priority  for  grants  is  given  to  new 
programs  or  pilot  projects  that  focus 
on  developing  and  strengthening  the 
ethnic  local  church  for  witness  and 
mission. 

Projects  must  focus  on  one  or  more 
of  the  essential  services  provided 
by  the  program  areas  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship, 
such  as  Christian  education,  family 
ministries,  stewardship,  evangelism, 
spiritual  formation,  laity  ministries  or 
worship.  The  projects  must  involve 


Priority  for  grants  is 
given  to  new  programs 
or  pilot  projects  that 
focus  on  developing 
and  strengthening 
the  ethnic  local  church 
for  witness  and  mission 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 


STAINED  GLASS  STUDIOS,  INC. 

STATESVlLLE,  NC 
1-800-820-1292 

 www.hwsstainedglaHS.cxim  


ethnic/minority 

the  planning 
decision  making. 

Projects  from  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  receiving  one  year  of 
funding  include: 

•  A  summer  academic,  artistic  and 
creative    camp    at    Faith  UMC, 
Mooresville,  NC,  $2,090  for  African- 
American  students; 
Being  Traditional 
Indian  and  Christian, 
a  program  of  the  SE 
Jurisdictional  Agency 
for  Native  American 
Ministries,  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C., 
$5,000    to  conduct 
a      summer  2007 
conference  for  Native 
American  clergy,  laity 
and  young  adults  from  23  churches 
in  the  jurisdiction; 
Confirmation       Celebration,  a 
collaboration  between  New  Hope, 
Smith  Chapel  and  Suwannee  Parish 
UM  churches  in  the  Atlanta-Emory 
District    of    the    North  Georgia 
Annual    Conference,    $12,000  to 
support     three  African-American 
youth  to  attend  the  November  "New 
Creation"  confirmation  event  at  Lake 
Junaluska,  N.C.; 

Youth  Harambee,  an  annual  program 
of  the  SEJ  Black  Methodists  for 
Church  Renewal,  $10,000  to 
support  an  African-American  youth 
conference  that  enables  youth  and 
their  adult  counselors  to  explore 
what  it  means  to  work  together  in 
Christian  love; 

Emerging  Leaders  Training  of  the 
Korean  UMC  in  Swanee,  Ga.,  a  pilot 
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project  of  the  Leadership  Committee 
of  the  National  Association  of  Korean 
UM  Churches,  $20,000  to  train  lay 
leaders  during  one  national  and  five 
jurisdictional  training  events; 

•  In  Spirit  Outreach,  a  project  of 
Norfolk  (Va.)  UMC,  $5,000  to 
support  a  Commonwealth  ofVirginia 
and  Second-Chance  Program 
of  Norfolk  to  prepare  Virginia 
inmates  to  reenter  their  communities 
upon  release; 

•  Atlanta  Lay  Academy,  Newnan,  Ga., 
$5,000  for  Association  of  Atlanta 
Korean  United  Methodist  Churches 
to  equip  and  train  laity  and  clergy  in 
four  weekend  events; 

•  Spiritual  Formation  Woven  by 
Cultural  Tradition,  a  ministry  of 
the  Tennessee  Conference  Office  of 
Connectional  Ministries,  $2,500 
to  support  an  area  camp  that  will 
enable  individuals  and  families  to 
affirm  Native  American  traditions 
and  cultures; 

•  Leading  with  Hospitality,  Trust  and 
Courage,  a  program  of  the  National 
Association  of  Korean-American 
Clergywomen,  $1,000  to  support  an 
Aug.  13-16  program  to  explore  the 
emotional,  relational  and  political 
dynamics  between  men  and  women 
and  to  build  solidarity  with  other 
ethnic  clergywomen. 

The  board  provides  grants  up  to 
$20,000  twice  a  year.  Funds  are  not 
provided  for  personnel  and  equipment. 

All  grants  are  awarded  on  a  one-year 
basis,  and  project  funding  proposals  are 
due  July  1  and  Nov.  1 . 

For  more  information,  contact 
Sungnam  Choi  at  schoi@gbod.org  or 
call  (877)  899-2780,  ext.  7050. 


General 
Conference 
petitions  due 
by  Oct.  26 

(UMNS)  United  Methodist 
members  and  organizations  have 
until  Oct.  26  to  submit  petitions 
digitally  for  consideration  by  the 
2008  General  Conference. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  General 
Conference,  which  convenes  every 
four  years,  will  be  April  23-May  2, 
2008,  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

The  assembly  is  the  only  body 
that  speaks  officially  for  the 
denomination. 

General  Conference  delegates 
can  change  anything  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  except  the  church's 
Constitution,  Articles  of  Religion, 
Confession  of  Faith  or  General 
Rules  of  Our  United  Societies. 

It  also  cannot  do  away  with  its 
episcopacy  or  destroy  the  plan  of 
general  superintendency. 

Recommended  changes  in  the 
Constitution  must  be  ratified  by 
the  annual  (regional)  conferences. 

United  Methodists  are 
encouraged  to  submit  their 
petitions  digitally. 

Visit  the  "Resources"  section 
in  the  lower  right  corner  of  the 
Web  site  http://gc2008.umc.org 
for  online  resources  and  petition 
submission  information. 

Note:  Non-digital  submissions 
must  be  received  by  Sept.  1  and 
must  be  typed  or  legibly  printed. 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 

and  more 

Cokesbury 

Raleigh 
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News  from  Multicultural 


Multicultural  ministries  sponsors  retreat 
for  pastors  in  cross-racial  appointments 

The  Conference  Commission  on  Multicultural  Ministries  sponsored  a  retreat  in  the 
spring  for  pastors  in  cross-racial  appointments  at  Camp  Rockfish.  The  group  was 
joined  by  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  and  Chester  Jones,  executive  director  of  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race.  Pictured  are:  Front  row  (L-R)  Johnnie  Wright, 
Teresa  Lawrence,  Deborah  Wilkins,  Ray  Brooks,  Lisa  Yebuah,  Carolyn  Cummings- 
Woriax,  Gail  Myers,  Edgar  deJesus,  Chang  Bae  Kim.  Second  Row:  (L  to  R)  Bishop 
Gwinn,  Eldrick  Davis,  Justin  Coleman,  Donna  Banks,  Linda  Harris,  Chester  Jones, 
Kong  Namkung,  Sam  Wynn.  Third  Row:  (L  to  R)  Lawrence  Johnson,  Larry  Chandler, 
Kevin  Baker,  Richard  Jackson,  Milford  Oxendine,  Donnie  Jones. 


letters  to  the 


Within  the  NC  Conference, 

how  do  we  treat  people  with  disabilities? 

To  the  Editor, 

As  a  committed  Methodist  since  I  was  12-years-old  when  I  accepted  the  Holy 
Spirit  of  Christ  into  my  life,  and  now  as  an  adult  United  Methodist  who  has  battled 
the  physical  effects  of  an  extremely  rare  genetic  medical  condition  for  over  20 
years,  that  has  caused  my  current  physical  disability,  I  am  addressing  every  United 
Methodist  in  our  conference. 

How  do  you  treat  all  disabled  people?  Do  you  show  compassion  to  all  people, 
regardless  of  their  types  of  disabilities;  or  do  you  treat  them  with  disdain,  in  both 
subtle  and  blatant  ways? 

As  a  person  who  has  witnessed  for  Christ  in  many  ways,  both  inside  and  outside 
the  church  for  over  53  years,  but  who  is  now  totally  thrilled  when  I  am  physically 
well  enough  just  to  be  able  to  worship,  even  in  an  isolated  way,  in  the  "House  of 
God,"  I  can  now  testify  as  a  disabled  person. 

Because  of  my  own  rare  disability  and  my  experiences,  I  feel  led  by  God  to  ask 
the  relevant  questions. 

My  direct  question  to  all  bishops,  district  superintendents,  pastors  and  parishoners 
is,  "Do  you  treat  all  people  with  disabilities  of  all  types  with  the  same  love  and 
compassion  with  which  you  would  want  to  be  treated  should  you  become  disabled 
in  a  way  that  totally  changes  your  life?"  Do  we  act  Christ-like? 

As  United  Methodists,  do  we  focus  enough  on  all  disabled  people  who  want  to 
worship  God;  and  do  we  welcome  them  into  our  churches,  and  do  we  make  all 
accommodations  for  them?  Although  I  have  many  wonderful  Christian  friends  and 
relatives  in  many  denominations,  all  disabled  people  are  not  as  fortunate  as  some  of 
us  are.  They  need  our  Christian  love. 

Audrey  Stafford,  Elizabeth  City 


2007  Convocation  of  the 
Black  Church  set  for  Sept. 


Letters  to  the  editor  guidelines 


Letters  should  be  a  maximum  of  250 
words,  contain  the  writer's  name, 
address,  church,  and  phone  number, 
and  must  be  received  by  the  5th  of 
the  month  prior  to  publication.  Send 
submissions  electronically  in  MS  Word 
format  to  bnorton@nccumc.org. 


Letters  attacking  individuals  or  groups 
or  containing  offensive  language, 
violating  privacy,  affecting 
appointability,  or  infringing  on 
confidentiality  will  not  be  published. 
The  Editor  reserves  the  right  to 
determine  if  a  letter  will  be  published. 


The  Conference  Multicultural 
Ministries  Team  and  the  Committee 
on  Strengthening  the  Black  Church 
are  sponsoring  a  convocation  called 
"Creating  Disciple-Making  Faith 
Communities,"  a  two-day  training 
session  at  Hay  Street  UMC  in 
Fayetteville. 

The  convocation  will  begin  with 
evening  worship  on  Friday,  September 
28  and  continue  until  3:45pm  on 
Saturday,  September  29.  Attendance 
both  days  is  not  required. 

Participants  will  attend  two  of  eleven 
workshops  led  by  nationally-renowned 
leaders  and  consultants  and  will  gather 
for  worship  and  two  plenary  sessions. 

Workshops  will  include  1)  Where 
have  all  the  Methodists  Gone?  2) 
Making  Disciples  through  Small  Group 
Ministry;  3)  The  Magnificent  Young 
Lionesses  and  Lions;  4)  Fostering 
Healthy  Family  Relationships;  5) 
Creating  an  Experienced-Based  Worship 
Using  the  Arts;  6)  Creating  Faith 
Communities  in  Mission  and  Ministry 


with  the  Poor;  7)  Creating  and  Shaping 
Discipleship  Systems  Grounded  in 
Prayer  as  a  Way  of  Life;  8)  Stewardship 
in  African-American  Churches;  9) 
Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  -  Many 
People  Moving  as  One  Body  in  the 
Church;  10)  Reaching  the  Church 
through  Music:  Trying  Something  Old 
and  Something  New;  and  11)  Tools 
for  Effective  Communications  in  the 
Digital  age. 

Early  bird  registrations  postmarked 
on  or  before  September  10  will  be 
$15.00  for  adults  and  $5.00  for 
youth.  Registrations  postmarked  after 
September  10  will  be  $25.00  for  adults 
and  $5.00  for  youth. 

Do  not  mail  registrations  after 
September  21;  registration  will  be 
available  at  the  door. 

For  more  information  about 
the  workshop  and  worship  leaders, 
hotel,  and  registration  information, 
see  the  event  brochure  at  http://www. 
nccumc.org/docs/multiandsocialmins/ 
bchurchconvocation02_22_07.pdf. 


It's  Mickey's  { 
Summer  Blowout 

Hotter  than  August  pricing  on 
famous  Ef  ird  Bible  Studies. 
Good  for  Advocate  readers  only. 

Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird  is  everyone's  favorite  Bible 
Study  teacher. 

Now  you  can  have  Mickey  teach  anytime  or  place  you  want... 
whether  for  Sunday  School,  small  groups,  whole  church,  or 
individual  study. 

Choose  from  10  video-based  Bible  Studies... each  includes 
high-quality  DVD  videos,  a  complete  Facilitator's  guide, 
5  Participant  workbooks,  posters,  and  promo  materials. 


Choose  from  the  following  studies: 

Genesis,  Psalms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans, 

Revelation,  The  Passion  Narratives,  and  The  Birth  Narratives. 


Regular  price.. .up  to  $220  each. 
Summer  blowout  price.. ..$180  each. 

Offer  good  through  September  7,  2007  and  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offers. 
You  must  mention  the  Advocate  in  order  to  receive  this  special. 

Join  over  1,200  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed.. .60  day  full  money-back  refund 

For  more  information  or  to  order  call  toll  free: 
1-S77-332-1417  or  contactus@EfiixiBibleStudies.com 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc.  851  Washington  Street  Raleigh,  NC  27605 
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Christine  Dodson,  conference  treasurer,  addresses  60  new 
pastors,  spanning  in  age  from  early  20s  to  late  70s... Anglo, 
African- American,  Asian,  Hispanic,  and  Native  American... 
held  June  28,  two  days  after  moving  day  to  new  appoint- 
ment. .  .new  pastors  will  also  attend  the  Stewardship  Seminar 
for  Pastors  new  to  the  Conference  in  March  2008. 


Is  Your  Ministry 

on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 

America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 

Since 
^1953^ 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


Summer  campers  are  "Growing 
Green"  at  Pleasant  Green  UMC 


Children  at  Pleasant  Green  UMC  in 
Durham  are  experiencing  the  summer 
camp  "Growing  Green."  The  weekly 
health  programs  for  elementary  age 
children  focus  on  living  healthy  for 
themselves  and  for  the  world. 

In  the  first  two  weeks  of  camp 
were  activities  including  decorating 
flower  pots,  planting  vegetables  (green 
peppers,  basil,  or  cantaloupes)  to  take 
home,  and  making  an  earthworm  farm, 
while  learning  basics  about  living  green, 
good  soil,  and  gardening. 

Children  participating  in  the  camp 
learn  to  care  for  their  plants  but  are  also 
reminded  that  everyone  loses  a  plant 
once  in  a  while. 

Healthy  snacks  include  combinations 
of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables,  yogurt, 
nuts,  whole  grains,  and  other  low-fat, 
low  salt  choices. 

With  six  weekly  sessions,  the 
Growing  Green  curriculum  focuses  on 
the  positive  side  of  issues,  emphasizing 
what  can  done  for  individuals  to  be 
good  stewards  of  health  and  God's 
creation. 

Children  learn  about  eating  healthy, 
using  compact  fluorescent  light 
(CFLs)  bulbs  to  save  energy,  recycling, 


conservation,  local  and  organic  farming, 
endangered  animals,  and  hunger 
concerns  in  America  and  the  world. 

Later  in  the  program,  they  will  visit 
a  Pleasant  Green  neighbor  who  has  an 
organic  garden  and  raises  goats,  guinea 
fowl  and  rabbits.  The  children  will  also 
help  water  and  care  for  a  demonstration 
organic  garden  at  the  church. 

An  important  segment  of  the  program 
is  on  hunger,  where  the  children  learn 
about  the  Society  of  Saint  Andrew, 
prepare  healthy  meals  that  the  Pleasant 
Green  "Food  for  All"  program  takes  to 
Hillsborough  to  feed  the  homeless. 

They  will  also  sell  CFLs  at  50<f  more 
than  the  bulk  price,  with  profits  going  to 
alleviate  hunger.  CFL  bulbs  last  longer 
and  use  significantly  less  electricity  than 
incandescent  bulbs  but  may  be  a  little 
more  expensive. 

The  children  will  also  help  write  and 
send  a  letter  to  local,  state,  and  U.S. 
representatives  encouraging  them  to 
adopt  policies  that  protect  small  farmers 
and  our  environment. 

For  inquiries  about  the  Growing 
Green  curriculum,  contact  Dr.  Eilene 
Bisgrove  at  9 1 9-477-5  543  or  ebisgrove@ 


nc.rr.com. 


Learning  to 
care  for  plants 
is  part  of 
the  Growing 
Green  day. 
Children 
at  Pleasant 
Green  UMC 
will  also  learn 
about  hunger, 
"green"  living 
and  eating 
healthy  foods. 
The  goal  is  to 
show  children 
how  to  be 
good  stewards 
of  health  and 
God's  creation. 


Let's  Sail  the.... 
Treasures  of  the  Rhine 

April  12 -27,  2008 

Explore  historic  cities  from  Switzerland  to 
Belgium,  see  breathtaking  landscapes  of  the 
Black  Forest  and  the  Moselle  Valley  and  take  an 
exciting  cruise  along  Amsterdam's  canals.  This 
care  free  ,all-inclusive  cruise  aboard  Viking  River 
Cruise's  Viking  Sun  sails  from  Basel  to  Antwerp. 

Register  Early  &  Save.  Space  is  limited 
~  Call  today  for  more  information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  * 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS  jb 
for  Churches  since  1961     *-,  | 

SOUND  ♦  C'C'TV*  PROJECTORS  ♦  CHIMES 
Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

"Systems  That  Work" 

Lillington.  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)  893-4183 
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At  five  foot  three  and  half 

INCHES  TALL,  AMY  DaUGHTRY 
works  in  the  shadows  of  towering  canvases. 
Her  jeans,  covered  in  paint,  are  the  artistic 
fallout  from  her  creative  work. 

A  recent  graduate  of  the  art  program  at  Mount  Olive  College 
(MOC),  Daughtry  has  completed  a  series  of  paintings  that  she 
began  months  ago  as  part  of  her  senior  Honors  project. 

The  vivid  works  of  art,  in  hues  of  yellow,  purple,  blue,  orange 
and  green,  capture  the  essence  of  youth  and  nature. 

Inspiration  for  the  pieces  came  from  Daughtry's  own 
experiences  as  a  counselor  at  the  camp  during  the  past  two 
summers. 

"Chestnut  Ridge  is  very  special  to  me.  It  is  not  only  a  place 
where  I  have  made  lots  of  memories,  but  also  a  place  where  I 
have  grown  spiritually.  As  a  counselor,  I  poured  myself  whole- 
heartedly into  the  children  during  their  stay  at  camp,  and  in 
turn  God  has  blessed  me  with  many  other  opportunities. 
Painting  a  mural  for  the  camp  has  been  one  of  these 
opportunities,"  she  said. 

After  more  than  280  hours  spent  on  the  project,  Daughtry 
presented  it  to  Chestnut  Ridge  Camp  and  Retreat  Center. 

The  Center,  located  just  west  of  Chapel  Hill,  will  display 
the  works  as  a  mural  on  the  grounds  of  the  362  acre  campus 
founded  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Although  painted  in  nine  separate  works  of  art  to  depict 
different  aspects  of  Chestnut  Ridge,  they  all  work  together  as 
one,  each  bringing  a  unique  aspect  to  the  mural  as  a  whole. 
Installed,  the  mural  measures  8  x  20  feet. 

A  fine  arts  major  and  psychology  minor,  Daughtry  transferred 
to  Mount  Olive  College  in  the  fall  of  2004,  fulfilling  a 
tradition  for  the  Daughtry  family.  Both  of  Daughtry's  parents, 
Jeff  and  Wanda  Daughtry,  are  alumni  of  the  College,  as  are 
her  brother  and  sister. 

And,  MOC  is  where  Amy  Daughtry  fell  in  love  with  her 
future  husband  Matthew  Grubbs.  The  couple  plan  to  marry  this 
summer  and  move  to  Kentucky,  where  Daughtry  hopes  to  pursue 
her  passion  for  art  and  working  with  special  needs  youth. 

As  she  begins  this  next  stage  of  her  life,  Daughtry  said  simply, 
"My  goal  is  to  always  be  in  the  will  of  God!  Where  that  will  take 
me  .  .  .  only  God  knows." 

Mount  Olive  College  is  a  private,  liberal  arts  institution 
with  defining  Christian  values.  The  college,  sponsored  by  the 
Convention  of  Original  Free  Will  Baptists,  has  locations  in 
Mount  Olive,  New  Bern,  Wilmington,  Goldsboro,  Research 
Triangle  Park  and  Washington. 

Learn  more  about  Camp  Chestnut  Ridge  at  http://www. 
campchestnutridge.com/. 


"Chestnut  Ridqe 
is  yery  special  to  me. 
it  is...a  place  where  1  have 
qrown  spiritually. 
As  a  counselor,  1  poured 
myself  whole-heartedly 
into  the  children  durinq  their 
stay  at  camp,  and  in  turn 
qod  has  blessed  me  with 
many  other  opportunities." 

~  Amy  Dauqhtry  1 
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Golden  Cross 
reaches  out 
to  neighbors 

Medical  bills  can  absolutely 
devastate  the  financial  and 
emotional  health  of  a  family. 

At  a  time  when  so  many  lack 
adequate  medical  coverage,  Golden 
Cross  reaches  out  to  laity  in  the 
Conference  who  have  no  where 
else  to  turn. 

Golden  Cross  Sunday  is 
August  5.  Golden  Cross  is  Advance 
#S-00153,  and  donations  are 
accepted  year-round. 

To  download  bulletin  insert, 
visit  www.nccmission.org  and  click 
on  the  link  at  the  bottom  of  the 
Golden  Cross  article. 


Health  and 
school  kits, 
flood  buckets 
needed 

MERCI  has  a  need  for  kit 
supplies  and/or  money  for  kit 
supplies  (flood  buckets,  health  and 
school  kits,  etc.)  With  summer  here 
and  the  greater  presence  of  migrant 
labor,  MERCI  has  a  great  need 
for  health  kit  supplies,  especially 
towels,  soap,  toothpaste,  and 
deodorant.  For  more  information 
call  MERCI  at  1-888-440-9167 
or  visit  www.merciumc.org. 

Support  two 
Peru  Covenant 
building  projects 

Two  building  projects  in  Peru 
need  assistance.  A  sanctuary  with 
the  congregation  at  Jose  Olaya  in 
Lima  and  the  roofing  of  a  church 
with  the  Peralvillo  congregation 
are  in  process. 

Give  to  the  project  by  making  a 
donation  to  Peru  Building  Ministry 
Advance  #S-00 113. 

To  learn  how  to  be  part  of  this 
hands-on  ministry  in  Peru,  please 
contact  Rev.  Lucho  Reinoso  at: 
reinosol@nccumc.org. 

Read  more  about  Peru  Covenant 
at  the  web  site:  http://nccmission. 
org/peru_covenant.htm. 


The  fourth  annual  Race  of  Grace  included  the  5K  run,  a  golf  tournament,  and  a  "Tour  de  Grace"  cycling  event.  Funds  raised  in 
2007  support  three  agencies  working  in  the  area  of  health  care:  the  Alliance  Medical  Ministry,  Open  Door  Clinic  of  Wake  County, 
and  Franklin  County  Volunteers  in  Medicine. 


Race  of  Grace 
medical  clinics 

There  is  more  than  meets  the  eye 
behind  the  2007  Race  of  Grace  5K 
starting  line. 

A  glance  at  the  photo  shows  elite 
runners  preparing  for  the  race.  But 
journeying  farther  back  through  the 
nearly  1000  gathered  finds  a  woman 
participating  in  her  4th  Race  of  Grace 
and  celebrating  her  83rd  birthday  that 
very  spring  afternoon. 

The  journey  continues  with  youth 
running  in  their  first  ever  5K  and  with 
race  volunteers  including  families 
living  in  local  shelters. 

On    the    sidelines  are 
church     members  who 
baked  homemade  cakes 
to  give  as  prizes  and  1 1 
praise    bands  offering 
musical  inspiration  for  the 
racers  and  the  watchers. 

Race  of  Grace  is  the  third 
largest  road  race  in  the  Raleigh 


raises  $46,000  for  three 
serving  the  under-insured 


area,  known  for  its  fun,  festive,  and 
welcoming  atmosphere.  First  run  in 
2004,  the  event  continues  to  draw 
walkers,  recreational  runners,  and 
serious  racers  who  like  a  fast  course. 

It  has  been  expanded  to  include  a 
golf  tournament  (see  article  below),  and 
new  for  2007  was  the  "Tour  de  Grace" 
cycling  event  which  drew  40  cyclists. 
Beyond  the  fun  of  the  day,  Race  of 


2007  RACE  OF  Cff4gf, 


Grace  is  organized  to  bring  focus  to 
three  areas  of  need  in  the  community: 
healthcare,  homelessness,  and  hunger. 

Each  year,  the  proceeds  of  the  race 
are  distributed  to  agencies  working 
in  those  areas.  For  2007,  the  $46,000 
raised  supports  the  Alliance  Medical 
Ministry,  Open  Door  Clinic  of  Wake 
County,  and  Franklin  County  Volunteers 
in  Medicine. 

The  event  draws  a  diversity  of  ages, 
backgrounds,  and  abilities.  It  inspires 
participants  to  be  the  body  of 
Christ  on  the  move,  raising 
money    and  awareness 
for  brothers  and  sisters 
in  need. 


******  Hope  for  the  Hum***** 


Sponsored  by  the 
churches  of  the  Raleigh 
District,  young  and  old 
walked,  ran,  golfed,  and 
cycled  as  one,  celebrating 
the  Kingdom  of  God. 


50-foot  putt  a  highlight  at  ROG  golf  tournament 


A  50-foot  putt  resulted  in  an  extra 
$2,500  for  Benjamin  Chin,  a  member  of 
the  Agape  Korean  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

Chin  participated  in  a  putting  contest 
that  was  associated  with  the  Raleigh 
District's  Race  of  Grace  Golf  Tournament 
held  at  The  Neuse  Golf  Club  in  Clayton. 

He  played  in  the  morning  shotgun 
start  and  Chin's  name  was  drawn  out  of  a 
hat  from  all  those  who  participated  in  the 
morning  round. 

By  having  his  name  selected,  Chin 
garnered  the  right  to  have  one  chance  to 
sink  the  50-foot  putt.  His  shot  was  struck 


Agape  Korean  UMC  member  Benjamin 
Chin  (right)  made  a  50-foot  putt  at 
the  tournament,  winning  $2,500.  The 
Rev.  Kwan  Kim,  pastor  of  the  Agape 
Korean,  presents  the  check. 


perfectly  and  the  ball  landed  in  the  hole. 

A  wild  celebration  ensued  among  those 
gathered  around  the  putting  green.  His 
fellow  Agape  Korean  Church  members, 
including  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kwan  Kim, 
witnessed  the  putt  and  were  ecstatic.  "A 
fantastic  putt,"  Rev.  Kim  said. 

The  money  was  awarded  through  an 
insurance  company.  A  private  donor  paid 
the  fee  for  the  insurance. 

"I  want  to  thank  the  organizers  for 
the  opportunity  to  make  the  putt,"  Chin 
stated.  "It  was  most  exciting  when  the 
ball  dropped  in  the  hole." 
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Urgent  call 
issued  for 


(UMNS)  -  The 
United  Methodist 
Committee 


on 


_|  _  _  _|..__    Relief  (UMCOR)  is 
UOndTIOnS   asking  for  financial 
■         I  I  A  A  ^  ^\  1*^   donations  to 
TO    U/V\WVJM    replenish    its  U.S. 

disaster  relief  fond 
after  record-breaking  rains,  fires  and  winds  have 
drained  the  account  during  the  spring  and  summer. 

"Although  we  are  not  reading  or  hearing  about  these 
disasters  every  day,  there  are  hundreds  of  people  in 
dire  need  in  Texas,  Kansas,  California  and  other  places 
in  the  U.S.,"  said  the  Rev.  Sam  Dixon,  interim  chief 
executive  of  UMCOR. 

United  Methodists  already  have  assisted  flood  and 
tornado  victims  in  Texas,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  Local 
United  Methodist  churches  in  northern  California  are 
addressing  the  needs  of  residents  displaced  by  fire,  many 
of  whom  are  service  workers  without  insurance. 

But  after  two  years  of  unprecedented  donations 
designated  for  hurricane  recovery,  the  relief  agency 
is  scrambling  to  provide  long-term  disaster  response 


efforts  continue 


funding  for  domestic  needs. 

"Our  Domestic  Disaster  Response  Advance  has 
been  tapped  for  28  U.S.  emergencies  in  24  different 
annual  conferences  since  September  of  2006,"  Dixon 
said.  "UMCOR  has  delivered  $856,146  in  both 
emergency  grants  and  long-term  recovery  initiatives 
in  that  time."  Additional  requests  are  anticipated. 

"The  need  is  threatening  to  outpace  the  resources." 
Dixon  hopes  church  members  will  "continue  to 
respond  in  a  generous  and  timely  way." 

Resources  for  churches  are  available  at  http://new. 
gbgm-umc.org/  umcor/ getconnected/  resources/. 

Contributions  by  check  can  be  made  through  a 
local  church  or  direcdy  payable  to  UMCOR  and 
mailed  to  P.O.  Box  9068,  New  York,  NY  10087, 
indicating  Domestic  Disaster  Response  Advance 
#901670  on  the  memo  line. 


UMCOR. 

Multiplying 
Hope. 


Credit  card 
donations  can  be 
made  online  at 
UMCOR's  Web 
site  or  by  calling 
(800)  554-8583. 


UA/VCOR       (UMNS) -When  a 
_     ■■««»#■«■     tornado  struck  Eagle 
&    U/WVI/VV    Pass,  Texas,  in  April, 
-  Susan  Heliums  found 

I  OK  111   herself  thrust  into  her 
I  _  -      new  role  as  disaster 

lei  II  CI  iTlcIl  K    response  coordinator 

for    the  Southwest 
COVGflcint   Texas  Annual 
Conference. 
By  Linda  Bloom  *      But  Heliums,  who 
also  coordinates  the 
conference's  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams,  knew 
exacdy  what  to  do. 

She  called  Barbara  Tripp,  consultant  with  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
and  former  director  of  the  NC  Conference's  Marion 
Edwards  Recovery  Center  Initiative  (MERCI),  who 
flew  to  Texas  and  provided  guidance  at  the  disaster 
site  and  options  on  how  to  manage  the  relief  work. 


A  United  Methodist  early  response  team  from 
San  Antonio  surveys  tornado  damage  in  Eagle  * 
Pass,  Texas,  last  spring.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by 
George  Barnette. 


A  few  months  earlier,  both  women  had  been  part 
of  what  organizers  called  a  "landmark"  meeting 
of  UMCOR  and  Mission  Volunteers  staff  from 
the  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  along  with 
disaster  response  coordinators  and  Volunteers  in 
Mission  coordinators  for  the  denomination's  annual 
(regional)  conferences  and  jurisdictional  volunteer 
coordinators. 

The  February  event  in  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  served 
as  an  introduction  to  the  "UMCOR  and  UMVIM 
Covenant  in  Disaster  Response,"  which  provides 
a  basis  for  better  coordination  and  collaboration 
between  disaster  responders  and  volunteer  teams. 

The  idea  for  such  a  covenant  occurred  as  far  back 
as  1999,  according  to  the  Rev.  Tom  Hazelwood, 
UMCOR's  director  of  domestic  disaster  response,  but 
the  first  informal  attempt  did  not  succeed.  "With  the 
hurricanes  of  2004,  it  became  very  apparent  to  me 
that  we  needed  to  figure  out  a  better  way  to  work  on 
the  relationship  (between  disaster  coordinators  and 
volunteer  teams),"  he  said. 

Such  collaboration  already  has  a  model  in  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  where  MERCI 
has  successfully  combined  disaster  response  and 
Volunteers  in  Mission  work. 

"To    me,    it    all  goes 
together,"   Heliums   said.  To  me, 

"Its  God's  work  and  God's         It  3 1 !  Q  Oes 
mission."  .    ^  . .  ... 

„ .      ,  together,  it  s 

lnpp,  who  was  on 
the  planning  committee     God's  WOrk  and 
for  the  February  event,      God's  mission." 

believes       that  once 

.         i    i  .         Susan  Heliums 
everyone  understands  their 

role,  the  covenant  will  be 

"a  great  partnership." 

Her  relationship  with  Heliums  began  last  year  when 

Tripp  provided  training  in  Southwest  Texas  for  early 

See  "Landmark  covenant," page  11 


Meshach's  Carpenters  started  at  Goldston  UMC  and 
has  grown  into  a  non-denominational  volunteer 
group  including  over  30  churches. 

Meshach's  Carpenters 
rebuild  MS  church 

By  Lisa  C.  Michiels* 

PEARLINGTON,  Miss.  (UMNS)  -  They  broke 
ground  on  Father's  Day  and,  five  days  later,  a  steeple 
was  in  place  atop  the  new  Pearlington  UMC. 

Building  a  church  from  the  ground  up  in  eight 
days  is  nothing  new  for  Meshach's  Carpenters. 
They  accomplished  the  same  task  in  June  2006  for 
Clermont  Harbor  UMC  in  Waveland,  Miss. 

Meshach's  Carpenters  began  as  a  Volunteer  in 
Mission  team  from  Goldston  organized  in  1999  after 
Hurricane  Floyd  flooded  many  NC  homes. 

"We  started  out  with  the 
idea    of  working    two  or 
three  weekends  to  get  that 
'feel-good  sensation,'" 


"Meshach's 
Carpenters 
is  equipped 
with  tools  and 
a  willingness 
to  work* 


Charlie  fields 


said  Charlie  Fields,  the 
group's  team  leader  and 
a  member  of  Goldston 
UMC.  "Fifty- two  weeks 
later,  we  had  worked  over 
48  weekends  out  of  the  52." 

Meshach's  Carpenters  now 
have  more  than  100  volunteers  from  30  churches, 
including  other  denominations.  "Meshach's 
Carpenters  is  equipped  with  tools  and  a  willingness 
to  work,"  Fields  said. 

United  Methodists  in  Mississippi  are  glad  to  have 
help  from  the  group  after  Hurricane  Katrina  flattened 
most  of  the  state's  coastline  in  2005. 

Pearlington  was  one  of  the  hardest  hit  communities 
with  homes  and  businesses  flooded.  Churches  were 
not  immune  to  the  storm's  devastation,  either. 

Pearlington  UMC  first  opened  its  doors  in  1813 
and  has  served  as  a  center  for  worship  for  generations. 
Although  Hurricane  Katrina  destroyed  the  church 
building,  nothing  could  destroy  the  worshiping 
community.  "Right  after  the  storm,  we  met  on  the 
front  steps  with  the  few  folks  who  were  still  here," 
said  Minnie  Giveans,  a  member  since  1954. 

Fields  and  his  team  have  returned  to  Goldston,  but 
work  continues  as  volunteers  from  Mt.  Bethal  UMC 
of  Marietta,  Ga.,  complete  the  building's  interior. 

On  the  home  page  of  the  Meshach's  Carpenters 
Web  site  (www.meshachscarpenters.org)  are  these 
words:  "All  things  done  in  Gods  way,  in  God s  will, 
will  never  lack  Godly  supplies." 

Giveans  agrees.  "I  can't  put  into  words  what  this 
means  to  this  community.  God  is  so  good.  It  is  the 
love  of  God  that  brought  it  back." 

*  Lisa  Michiels  is  the  Seashore  District  communications 
coordinator  for  Mississippi  Katrina  Recovery. 
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Wfrs  art  <etey's 

"Missionary"  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  honored  offices  of  the 
Christian  church,  with  origins  in 
the  New  Testament.  The  letters 
of  Paul  are  those  of  a  missionary 
called  and  commissioned  to 
Jesus  Christ. 

Today's  United  Methodist 
missionaries  are  from  many 
places  and  backgrounds. 
They  witness  and  serve  in 
dramatically  different  locales  and 
cultures  and  engage  in  a  range 
of  professions  and  activities. 

WfrM  is  * 

Learn  more  about  becoming 
a  missionary  and  supporting 
UMC  missionaries  by  visiting 
the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  website  at: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/ 
connections/missionaries/ 

df  tf  tfklp?  To  learn  more 
about  ways  local  churches  can 
enter  into  a  covenant 
relationship  with  UMC 
missionaries,  visit: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/ 
about/us/mp/ 
and  click  on  "Covenant 
Relationships"  to  the  right. 


Journey  to  La  Esperanza  sheltered 
workshop  in  Santiago,  Chile 

Openingsareavailablefora"journeyinward-journeyoutward"withmissionary, 
the  Rev.  Shana  Harrison,  Nov.  12  —  21.  Each  day  will  begin  with  communion 
and  centering  prayer.  Mornings  will  be  with  the  participants  of  the  workshop. 
The  afternoons  will  be  filled  with  Bible  study,  biblical  animation,  and  visits  to 
historical  and  contemporary  sites  where  participants  can  engage  in  considerations 
of  justice.  Evenings  will  be  reflections  of  the  lives  of  individuals  in  Christ  as 
incarnational  dwelling. 

To  read  personal  stories  of  the  event  and  learn  more  about  La  Esperanza,  visit: 
www.nccmission.org  and  click  on  "Shana  Harrison  -  See  her  mission  story." 

Estimated  cost  is  $1075  airfare,  $100  for  a  one-time  entry  fee  for  Chile,  and 
in-country  cost  will  be  approximately  $50.  For  more  information  about  the  trip,  contact  Becky  Biegger 
in  the  Missions  office,  800-849-4433,  ext.  256. 

Liberian  missionaries  Herbert  &  Mary 

Zigbuo  share  stories 


The  Zigbuos  will  be  itinerating  in  the  NC  Conference  during 
October  and  November  2007.  This  is  an  opportunity  to  learn 
more  about  ministry  in  Liberia,  to  hear  stories  of  the  movement 
of  Jesus  across  that  broken  land,  and  to  meet  Jesus  in  the  stories 
or  miracle  and  grace. 

To  schedule  Herbert  and  Mary,  please  contact  the  Rev.  Bill 
Haddock  at  revbillh@nccumc.org. 


Kinkolenge  gives  children  hope 

Frido  Kinkolenge  in  Liberia  has  been  commissioned  as  a  United  Methodist  missionary.  His  Advance 
number  is  1 5 1 52Z.  Churches  are  asked  to  consider  entering  into  a  covenant  relationship  with  Kinkolenge. 
He  serves  two  mission  programs:  "Feed  My  Lambs"  (Advance  #S00178)  a  feeding  and  teaching  ministry 
for  street  children  and  "Brighter  Future  Children  Rescue  Center"  (Advance  #S00 1 79)  a  ministry  of  spiritual 

and  physical  health,  wholeness,  and  empowerment  for  ex-combatant 
children.  "These  children  who  have  been  soldiers,  they  know  the 
things  they've  done  and  they  worry  that  they  will  not  be  accepted  back 
into  society.  Many  of  these  children  have  not  known  any  love.  They've 
never  had  time  to  grieve.  Some  cannot  read  or  write  but  with  help  they 
can  experience  healing,  become  productive  and  be  convinced  to  move 
away  from  violence." 

Be  a  partner  in  these  ministries  by  sending  gifts  to  the  Conference 
treasurer  or  through  the  church  offering  plate.  To  mail:  NC 
Conference/Raleigh  Area,  The  United  Methodist  Church,  PO  Box 
60053,  Charlotte,  NC  28260-0053.  Please  note  the  Advance  on  the 
check  and  envelope.  If  mailing,  please  place  the  church  and  district 
name  on  the  check  and  the  local  church  will  receive  Advance  credit. 

Adevu  serves  farmers  in  western  Africa 

Mozart  Adevu  serves  in  western  Africa  as  an  agriculturalist  who 
proclaims  the  love  and  grace  of  Jesus  by  assisting  indigent  farmers  in 
learning  how  to  grow  their  way  out  of  deep  and  crippling  poverty. 
He  is  currently  working  with  Liberian  ministries  at  Ganta  and  the 
surrounding  villages. 

"God's  mission  of  feeding  the  hungry  and  the  poor  has  been  the 
hallmark  of  my  work.  Through  God's  divine  grace,  the  program  has 
already  improved  the  lives  of  over  3000  destitute  families  in  Africa  over 
the  last  four  years  of  service,"  said  Adevu. 

To  read  more  about  his  work,  visit:  http://new.gbgm-umc.org/work/ 
missionaries/biographies/index.cfm?action=details&id=l  1 16. 

Gifts  supporting  Adevu's  work  should  be  marked  Missionary  Support 
-  Advance  #  13996-Z  (mailing  address  in  Kinkolenge  article  above). 
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Miles  of 

nickels 

support 

Williamston 

workteam 

By  Amy  Roberson  * 

The  old  adage  "a  journey  of  a  thou- 
sand miles  begins  with  the  first  step" 
became  real  at  First  UMC  in 
Williamston  in  the  area  of  missions 
support.  A  team  of  six  felt  God's  call  to 
go  to  Mississippi  to  support  Hurricane 
Katrina  recovery  efforts. 

To  underwrite  this  ministry, 
Charley  Ann  Hopkins,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  church,  suggested 
the  church  collect  a  "Mile  of  Nickles" 
for  the  team's  trip,  with  anything 
left  being  given  as  a  love  offering  to 
churches  in  the  Gulf  Coast. 

During  the  next  several  months 
children  taped  nickels  to  yard  long 
ribbons.  Sunday  school  classes,  women's 
circles,  UM  Men  and  individuals 
gave  hundreds  of  yards  of  nickels  in  the 
form  of  checks.  Some  young  members 


For  several  months,  church  members  of 
all  ages  collected  nickels  to  help  fund 
their  workteam.  Children  taped  donated 
nickels  to  yard-long  ribbons.  A  total  of 
$4,636  was  raised. 

even  glued  nickels  to  their  ribbons  and 
their  fingers. 

The  outcome:  $4,636  was  raised 
during  the  "Mile  of  Nickels"  campaign, 
a  mission  team  gave  time  and  gifts  to 
those  in  need,  and  walls  and  hearts  were 
repaired,  all  to  the  glory  of  God.  And  it 
started  with  a  nickel. 

*  Amy  Roberson  is  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Williamston. 


Emotional/spiritual  care 
training  offered  for 
disaster  response  teams 


Disasters  turn  lives  upside  down. 
On  August  10-11,  the  MERCI 
Center  will  host  "Spiritual  and 
Emotional  Care  Training"  to  help 
disaster  response  Care  Teams. 

This  specialized  training  will  be 
led  by  Mary  Gaudreau,  a  consultant 
for  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR). 

"When  the  ability  of 
communities  to  respond  to  a 
disaster  is  overwhelmed  and  outside 
assistance  is  needed,  communities 
and  congregations  deserve  to  have 
access  to  ethical,  best  practices  in 
emotional  and  spiritual  care  that 
are  sensitive  to  the  unique  needs  of 
the  community,"  reads  an  UMCOR 
brochure. 

UMCORtrained  disaster  response 
Spiritual  and  Emotional  Care  Teams 
are  faith-based,  on-going  teams  with 
standardized .  training  that  provide 


spiritual  and  emotional  care  following 
disasters. 

Teams  trained  by  UMCOR  may 
be  referred  for  deployment  to  other 
conferences. 

Working  closely  with  their 
conference  Disaster  Response  Team, 
Care  Teams  help  disaster  survivors 
connect  with  their  personal  and 
community  spiritual,  emotional,  and 
basic  life  resources. 

Spiritual  and  emotional  care 
providers  are  affiliated  with  and 
accountable  to  an  existing  disaster 
response  organization. 

The  registration  cost  of  $60 
includes  meals,  lodging,  training, 
badge,  and  materials. 

The  MERCI  Center  is  located 
at  676  Community  Drive  in 
Goldsboro. 

To  register,  call  MERCI  at 
440-9167.  Space  is  limited. 


Landmark  covenant  formed  between  UMCOR  &  UMVIM  continued  from  page  9 


response  disaster  teams.  Heliums,  whose 
paid  conference  job  is  to  coordinate 
border  area  missions,  is  grateful  for 
UMCOR  resources  and  impressed  by 
its  willingness  to  participate.  "When 
I  called  for  help,  Barbara  was  there," 
Heliums  said. 

As  the  covenant  preamble  states,  "... 
we  give  thanks  that  God  has  raised  up 
UMCOR  and  UMVIM  to  coordinate 
and  strengthen  the  servant  leadership 
of  the  church  for  U.S.  disaster 
response  and  recognize  the  unique 
and  complementary  gifts  and  grace  of 
these  two  programs.  We  affirm  that  by 
working  collaboratively  in  the  oneness 
of  the  Body  of  Christ  they  are  much 
more  effective  and  responsive  than 
either  can  be  separately." 

The  Rev.  Clinton  Rabb,  who  heads 
the  Mission  Volunteers  program  at 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said 
Katrina  and  Rita  sparked  an  increase  in 


volunteers  working  both 
in  the  United  States  and 
around  the  world. 

"We  saw  almost  a 
tripling  of  the  number 
of  volunteers  working 
in  the  field  in  total,"  he 
said.  "The  good  news 
is  that  the  volunteer  system  did  not 
crumble  under  pressure.  What  it  did 
expose  was  some  need  for  clarification 
and  definition  of  the  role  of  volunteers 
in  a  disaster." 

That  clarification  is  particularly 
important,  according  to  Rabb,  because 
the  denomination's  role  is  to  facilitate 
the  work  of  UMVIM,  which  is  basically 
a  grassroots  movement. 

For  years,  UMCOR  has  provided 
training  to  help  annual  conferences 
deal  with  the  emergency  relief  and 
long-term  recovery  aspects  of  a  disaster. 
The  point  of  the  covenant  is  to  include 


The  "Making  the  Connection"  conference  was  planned  by  members  of  both  groups 
to  foster  dialog  and  to  set  the  stage  for  continued  work  together.  Participants  sang 
and  worshiped  together,  formed  new  bonds  through  large  and  small  group  sessions, 
and  created  deeper  understanding  between  the  two  organizations. 


a  coordinator  for  volunteers  as  part  of 
the  early  response  to  a  disaster. 

Site  managers  in  a  disaster  are  the 
annual  conference  coordinators  and 
any  UMCOR  staff  sent  in  to  assist, 
he  noted.  Volunteers  serve  under  their 
direction. 

"I  think  we  are  so  blessed  as  United 
Methodists  to  have  the  capabilities  that 
we  have  to  be  connectional  and  to  have 
the  leadership  in  the  areas  where  we 


need  it,"  Heliums  said. 

The  collaboration  on  the  Eagle 
Pass  disaster  "is  what  I  hope  we  can 
model  for  all  our  disasters  in  the 
future,"  Hazelwood  said.  "I  think  it 
has  wonderful  potential.  We  can  be 
even  better  and  much  more  effective  in 
our  response." 

*  Linda  Bloom  is  a  UM  News  Service 
news  writer  based  in  New  York. 


by  K31-I  Zorowski 


AFTER  HEARING  YOUR  SERMON 
THI5  MORNING,  I  REALLY  THINK 
YOU  PE5ERVE  CANONIZATION... 


CANONIZATION?  REALLY? 
YOU  MEAN  YOU  THINK  THAT 
I PESERVE  5AINTH00P? 


NO!  I  MEAN  THAT  YOU  5H0ULV 
dB  SHOT  OUT  OF  A  CANNON! 


Copyright  2007  Karl  A  Zorowski.  All  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com. 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

September  2,  2007 

Text:     Genesis  1:1-25 
"God  Created  the  Heavens 
and  the  Earth" 

Before  going  off  to  college  this  fall, 
our  oldest  grandson  worked  in  The 
Peanut  Shoppe  of  Williamsburg.  One 
of  his  jobs  was  to  close  the  store  at  night 
after  all  the  shoppers  had  left.  One  night 
last  summer,  he  had  completed  all  his 
"close  down  for  the  night"  chores  and 
was  waiting  for  the  clock  to  tell  him  it 
was  time  to  go. 

Two  tourists  came  in  just  as  he  was 
about  to  lock  the  door.  He  waited  for 
them  to  tour  the  store  and  to  complete 
any  shopping  they  wanted  to  do.  The 
two  women  were  speaking  to  one 
another  in  German. 

Finally,  as  they  noticed  him,  one  of 
them  said  to  the  other  (in  German): 
"Look  at  that  lazy  American  boy."  Our 
grandson  could  not  resist,  so  he  drew 
upon  six  years  of  studying  German  and 
said  politely  to  the  women,  "Kann  ich 
dir  helfen?"  ("Can  I  help  you?") 

They  were  stunned  to  find  that  the 
"lazy  American  boy"  spoke  German 
and  had  understood  everything  they 


September 


had  been  saying.  They  simply  turned 
in  embarrassment  and  walked  out  of 
the  store.  Moral:  It  helps  to  know  the 
language  that  is  being  spoken. 

Some  of  the  problem  in  studying 
the  creation  accounts  in  Genesis  is 
that  we  think  the  writer  is  speaking 
one  language  and  the  writer  is  actually 
using  another  language.  Genesis  1:1-25 
is  theological  reflection  language.  It  is 
not  scientific  language. 

It  is  the  language  of  God's  self- 
revelation;  it  is  not  the  language  of 
scientific  discovery.  God  does  not  need 
any  help  to  bring  the  world  into  being. 

The  only  voice  heard  in  these  creation 
accounts  is  the  voice  of  God  (Genesis 
1:3,  6,  9,  11,  14,  20,  22,  24).  When 
God  speaks,  it  happens.  [That's  a  good 
thing  to  remember  when  we  hear  John 
describe  Jesus  as  "the  Voice  (Word) 
become  flesh" — John  1:14.] 

And  God  says  this  creation  is  good 
(1:4,  for  example).  The  Hebrew  word 
literally  means  "suited  to  its  purpose." 
In  other  words,  when  God's  creation 
works  together  as  God  intended,  it  is 
good;  it  is  according  to  God's  purpose. 
And  when  it  doesn't  work  together  as 
God  intended? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Velvet  Elvis  (Zondervan),  Rob  Bell 
writes:  (We)  cannot  be  separated  from 
(our)  environment.  One  part  falls  out 
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2  Ethics  Training;  Hayes 
Barton  UMC;  8:30am- 
4:30pm 

5       Golden  Cross  Sunday  with 
special  offering 

1 0-1 1  NC  Conference  Spiritual  & 
Emotional  Care  Training; 
MERCI  Center;  Goldsboro 

UMW  Finance  Committee 
Meeting;  9:30am;  First  UMC: 
Rocky  Mount 

Greenville  District  Basic 
Lay  Speaker  Training; 
10am-4pm;  Asbury  UMC, 
Washington,  NC 

Greenville  District 
Advanced  Lay  Speaker 
Training;  2-8pm;  Asbury 
UMC,  Washington,  NC 


18 


25 


26 


September  2007 

8  Conference  UMW  Executive 
Committee  Meeting; 
9:30am;  Westover  UMC; 
Raleigh 

9  Legacy  Building  Sunday 

14-16  Mother  Child  Retreats 
(Camp  Don  Lee) 

20     "Vision-Casting  for  an 

Equipping  Church"  seminar; 
9am-4pm,  Location  TBA 

28-29  Convocation  on  Black 
Church;  Hay  Street  UMC, 
Fayetteville 


For  more  information,  visit  www. 

nccumc.org  and  click  on 
"Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the  page. 


of  harmony  and  everything  is  affected. 
As  one  text  says,  'The  whole  creation 
has  been  groaning.'" 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Creator,  Creating  God, 
You  have  made  the  earth  and  the 
heavens  and  invited  us  to  live  as  part  of 
Your  creation. 

September  9, 2007 

Text:     Genesis  1:26-2:3 
"God  Created  Humankind" 

(Note:  Each  quarter,  in  order  to  meet 
the  Advocate  publishing  schedule,  I 
have  to  prepare  these  materials  for  the 
first  month  without  seeing  what  is  in  the 
student  or  teacher  books.  I  apologize  in 
advance  if  I  am  duplicating  what  is  in 
those  resources.) 

When  I  was  a  youth,  I  had  a  pastor 
who  told  the  congregation,  "I  cannot  do 
twelve  months'  work  in  twelve  months 
but  I  can  do  twelve  months'  work  in 
eleven  months."  That  was  his  way  of 
saying:  humankind  was  not  created  for 
non-stop  doing;  only  in  the  rhythm  of 
Sabbath  are  we  able  to  be  fully  what 
God  calls  us  to  be. 

Of  course,  one  of  the  most  familiar  of 
the  Ten  Commandments  is  "Remember 
the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it  holy" 
(Exodus  20:8).  This  commandment 
(along  with  the  one  about  not  having 
any  gods  ahead  of  Yahweh)  has  more 
explanatory  comment  that  any  of  the 
others.  This  commandment  is  the  only 
one  that  notes  that  we  are  imitating 
God  when  we  keep  the  command 
(Exodus  20:11). 

All  of  creation  needs  Sabbath.  In 
some  places,  there  are  hunting  laws  that 
prohibit  hunting  on  Sunday.  That  is  not 
to  impose  a  Christian  observance  onto 
the  general  populace;  rather  the  law 
recognizes  that  animals — even  though 
pursued  for  food  or  sport — need  the 
rhythm  of  a  "day  off."  Farmers  have 
long  since  learned  that  occasionally  a 
field  needs  to  lie  fallow  for  a  season  in 
order  to  recover  its  full  possibilities. 

To  say  that  God  took  Sabbath — 
"rested  on  the  seventh  day  (Genesis 
2:2)" — is  not  to  say  that  God  took  a 
day  off  from  being  God.  Our  activity- 
driven  minds  assume  that  unless  we 
are  doing,  we  are  not  longer  who  we 
are  supposed  to  be.  Not  so!  It  might  be 
nearer  the  truth  to  say  that  we  are  not 
who  we  are  unless  we  do  take  Sabbath! 

God  named  himself  not  just  by  God's 
doing,  but  by  Gods  being.  ['"What  is 
(your)  name?'  God  said  to  Moses,  'I  AM 
WHO  I  AM."'  Exodus  3:13-14]  Full 
life  is  about  being,  not  about  doing. 


What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Jurgen  Moltmann  ( The  Way  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Fortress)  has  written  "The 
Sabbath  represents  an  advance  pledge, 
an  'anticipatory  payment'  of  the 
messianic  time,  just  as  the  messianic 
time  to  come  is  conceived  as  an  endless 
Sabbath... It  means  also  that  every  true 
Sabbath  celebration  the  messiah  enters 
the  present  through  this  little  door  (of 
the  Sabbath)." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  God  of  Sabbath  rest, 
clear  me  of  my  need  of  constant  doing; 
bring  me  into  the  rhythm  of  Your  being, 
that  I  too  may  live  fully. . . " 

September  16,2007 

Text:    Genesis  15:5-6; 

18:1  I  - 1 4a;  21:1-8 
"Abraham,  Sarah,  and  Isaac" 

This  week's  lesson  begins  a  series 
of  studies  that  are  about  specific 
people  in  the  story  of  the  Hebrew 
people:  Abraham,  Sarah,  Isaac,  Hagar, 
Ishmael,  Rebekah,  Esau,  Jacob,  Rachel, 
and  Joseph. 

Just  when  we  might  begin  to  think 
that  God  works  in  the  abstract  (creation, 
image  of  God,  and  Sabbath  have  been 
important  themes  in  the  last  two  weeks), 
the  Scriptures  begin  to  name  names! 

These  are  not  matters  of  theological 
theory;  these  are  matters  of  flesh  and 
blood  people  who  cough,  sneeze, 
get  angry,  use  the  toilet,  laugh,  and 
occasionally  trust  God. 

There  is  a  hilarious  shock  when  Sarah 
learns  that  she  most  unexpectantly — 
so  to  speak!  is  going  to  be  pregnant 
(Genesis  18:13).  Well,  I  suppose  she 
did  not  giggle  much  once  she  learned 
that  she  was  indeed  pregnant;  she  had 
guffawed  at  the  idea  that  she  might 
become  pregnant.  Reality  took  a  bit  of 
the  humor  out  of  the  situation! 

Have  you  ever  been  shocked  to 
discover  that  you  were  pregnant  with 
a  new  idea?  ("I  never  thought  I  would 
believe  that  those  kind  of  people  could 
be  Christians,  but  now...") 

Have  you  ever  laughed  at  the  idea 
that  you  might  be  pregnant  with  a  new 
place  of  service?  ("Good  grief,  I  am 
fifty  years  old;  does  God  expect  me  to 
start  school  now  in  order  to  become  a 
preacher?") 

Have  you  ever  believed  that  you  could 
not  be  pregnant  with  hope?  ("After  all 
that  happened,  I  had  no  thought  that  I 
could  ever  believe  again.") 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 
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Indonesia 

One  of  the  largest  primary  schools 
built  since  the  2004  tsunami  was 
dedicated  in  late  June  in  Banda  Aceh, 
Indonesia. 

Using  United  Methodist 

donations  to  the  South  Asia  Advance, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  constructed  the  state-of-the- 
art,  two-story  building  that  is  both 
earthquake-  and  flood-resistant. 

It  is  furnished  with  school  kits 
for  students  and  school  equipment, 
educational  materials  and  sports  and 
playground  equipment. 

The  facility  replaces  four  schools 
destroyed  or  damaged  when  the 
tsunami's  waters  overwhelmed  the 
community. 

Local  officials  praised  the  new  school, 
named  Sekolah  Dasar  Negeri  3,  which 
includes  classrooms  and  offices  for  some 
540  students  and  3 1  teachers. 

Philippines 

They  left  the  sanctuary  as  they 
came  in:  silently,  in  single  file,  carrying 
photographs  of  young  men  and  women 
killed  throughout  the  Philippines  in 
"extra-judicial  killings"-deaths  without 
due  process. 

As  members  of  a  fact-finding  team 
from  the  California-Nevada  Annual 
(regional)  Conference,  they  visit 
churches  to  share  information  about 
alleged  brutality  toward  Filipino  citizens 
by  the  military  of  the  Philippines. 

The  fact-finding  team  of  17  United 
Methodists,  including  California- 
Nevada  Bishop  Beverly  J.  Shamana, 
traveled  in  February  to  three  regions 
of  the  Philippines  to  hear  the  personal 
accounts  behind  reports  concerning  the 
more  than  800  killed  in  six  years. 

The  majority  of  those  victims  have 
been  church  workers,  primarily  members 
of  the  United  Church  of  Christ  of  the 
Philippines.  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  workers  also  have  been  killed. 


Birth 

Congratulations  to  the 
Rev.  Suzanne  (Chapel  Hill: 
University  UMC)  and  Eddie 
Dornsmith  upon  the  birth 
of  their  daughter,  Seren 
Elizabeth,  on  July  2. 


Marriage 


The  Rev.  Joel  Perry  (Rock- 
ingham: Glenwood  UMC) 
and  Kristen  Cooper  Black- 
mon  were  married  on 
Saturday,  July  14,  2007. 


Costa  Rica 


A  partnership  with  a  university 
in  Costa  Rica  to  train  Hispanic  UM 
pastors  in  the  United  States  addresses 
a  critical  new  building  block  in  efforts 
to  develop  educated  leaders  for  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  agreement  is  between  Latin 
American  Biblical  University,  in  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica  and  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

A  pilot  program  launching  in 
August  will  have  an  initial  enrollment 
of  about  1 5  students. 

The  agreement  will  allow  U.S. 
pastors  to  complete  a  bachelor  of 
theology  degree  at  a  Spanish-speaking 
university. 

Credits  can  be  earned  through  several 
avenues,  including  online  courses, 
on-campus  classes,  College  Level 
Examination  Program  tests  and  credit 
for  previous  academic  work  and  course- 
of-study  classes. 

England 

Religious  leaders,  diplomats,  British 
government  ministers  and  members 
of  Parliament  are  praising  the  new 
partnership  between  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR) 
and     Muslim     relief    agencies  as 


Deaths 

MUSSER,  Benjamin  (Rocky 
Mount:  retired)  died  July  3. 
He  was  living  with  his  son, 
David,  in  Elm  City. 

BARRETT,  Troy  (Raleigh: 
retired)  died  July  9. 
A  memorial  service  was  held 
July  22  at  First  UMC,  Cary. 

PETTEWAY,  Harriett,  widow 
of  the  Rev.  Warren  Bernard 
Petteway,  died  July  1 2. 
A  celebration  of  her  life  was 
held  at  July  14,  at  Hayes 
Barton  UMC,  Raleigh. 


"bold,"  "significant"  and  one  that 
"confounds  stereotypes." 

UMCOR  signed  the 

partnership  agreement  with  the 
London-based  global  relief  and 
development  agency  Muslim  Aid  on 
June  26  at  the  House  of  Commons. 

Stephen  Timms,  the  British 
government  minister  who  hosted  the 
event,  said  UMCOR  and  Muslim  Aid 
both  were  formed  out  of  an  "ambition 
to  relieve  suffering." 

The  new  partnership  agreement 
could  result  in  as  much  as  $15  million 
more  to  combat  the  effects  of  disaster, 
war  and  poverty  around  the  world. 

Cuba 

In  an  effort  to  get  the  U.S. 
government  to  ease  restrictions  on 
religious  travel  to  Cuba,  a  delegation  of 
leaders  from  Christian  denominations 
and  ecumenical  organizations  lobbied 
key  lawmakers  in  June  on  Capitol  Hill. 

Jerald  McKie,  an  executive  with  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 


Ministries,  was  among  leaders  trying  to 
garner  support  for  proposed  House  and 
Senate  legislation  that  would  end  a  ban 
on  travel  to  Cuba  for  U.S.  citizens. 

Since  2004,  the  United  States  has 
drastically  limited  travel  to  Cuba  by 
Cuban  Americans  and  others  and,  since 
mid-2005,  by  religious  leaders. 

Church  leaders  say  the  restrictions 
have  had  a  negative  effect  on  their  work 
and  witness  in  Cuba. 

Zimbabwe 

Africa  University  celebrated  its  13th 
graduating  class  by  awarding  282 
degrees  to  students  from  15 
African  countries  and  seeing  its  first 
recipients  from  two  new  master's 
degree  programs. 

The  Class  of  2007  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  school  also  featured 
its  largest-ever  group  of  recipients  for 
first-class  degrees,  which  are  awarded  to 
students  with  a  cumulative  grade  point 
average  of  between  3.65  and  4.0. 

The  private,  pan-African  school  held 
its  commencement  ceremonies  on  June 
9  in  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe. 

The  class  was  comprised  of  230 
undergraduate  and  52  graduate 
students. 

It  featured  two  pioneer  classes- 
recipients  of  the  master's  degree  in 
public  sector  management  and  the 
master's  degree  in  public  health. 

Compiled  from  UMNS  news  briefs. 


A+  STAINED 
GLASS  SPECIALISTS 

New  Windows  Restoration 
Safely  Plate  Glass 

Wendell,  NC  919-365-9835 

We  make  stained  glass  affordable 
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Partnership  to  support 
MERCI  Center 


1st  Place  Team  SI 000 
2nd  Place  Team  $500 
3rd  Place  Team  $300 

Closest  to  pin 
On  Par  3  (Hole  #8) 
Gift  TBA 

Longest/Straightest  Drive 
On  Par  5  (Hole  #10) 
Gift  TBA 

Team  Information 


Entry  Fee  $60 
4  Man  Team  S240 
Individuals  Welcome 

d  otal  I  earn  Handicap  45) 

Sponsor  information 


Special  UMM  District  Sponsorship 

Hole  Sponsorship — $100 
Visit  our  website  for  other 
levels  of  sponsorship. 


Register  @ 
www.merciumc.org 
Or  call  888-440-9167 
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September  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  1 2 


God  surprised  Abraham  and  Sarah 
with  a  pregnancy.  I  suspect  God  is  not 
through  with  upsetting  people's  lives 
when  they  think  everything  is  settled; 
God  is  not  through  putting  people 
on  a  new  beginning  when  they  think 
they  have  done  all  they  could;  God 
is  not  through  bringing  "Isaac's"  into 
the  world  to  be  nurtured  by  folks  who 
have  never  quite  realized  that  God  uses 
unlikely  parents  to  pass  on  the  progeny 
of  faith. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Susanna  Wesley:  The  Complete 
Writings  (Charles  Wallace,  Jr.,  editor, 
Oxford  University  Press),  Susanna,  the 
mother  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley, 
reflects:  "When  you  feel  yourself 
afflicted... the  first  thing  you  do,  make 
an  act  of  submission  to  the  will  of  God. 
Then  is  the  time  to  reflect  on  that 
glorious  attribute  of  divine  wisdom  and 
to  resign  yourself  in  a  full  sense  thereof 
to  the  conduct  of  Providence. . ..There 


IFIEDS 


TRINITY  UMC  in  downtown  Raleigh, 
NC  is  seeking  applicants  for  a  part- 
time  Director  of  Children  and  Youth 
Ministries.  Resumes  and  inquiries 
should  be  sent  to  Rev.  James  H.  Harry 
at  jimharry@nccumc.org. 

HUGE  OPPORTUNITY  to  be  part  of 
a  vital,  growing  ministry!  Matthews 
United  Methodist  Church  (3800+ 
members)  is  seeking  a  full-time, 
energetic  Youth  Worker  to  serve  on 
Youth  Ministries  staff.  Main  focus:  7th- 
9th  Graders.  College  degree  required, 
Christian  Ed./Youth  Ministry  courses, 
experience  required.  Send  resume  to: 
Director/Youth  Ministries,  Matthews 
UMC,  801  S.  Trade  St.,  Matthews, 
NC  28105  or  email  to  ruth@ 
matthewsumc.org. 

SURFCITY-new3bedroorntownhouse, 

second  row  on  Topsail  Island.  Special 
discounts  for  UMs!  Contact  us  for 
weekly  or  weekend  rates.  Curtis  &  Lori 
Campbell,  curtis.wc@charter.net 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth 
groups  up  to  20.  Tommy  and  Jean 
Tunstall,  5273  Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC 
27504  919-934-4401  or  jeantunstall@ 
earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  erf.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min. 
NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 

TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433 
or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 


is  no  happiness  in  this  world  to  be 
enjoyed  without  this  resignation  to  the 
divine  will..." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "O  Divine  Master,  open 
my  heart  to  the  leading  of  Your  Spirit, 
even  into  unexpected  places;  open  my 
mind  to  the  leading  of  Your  Spirit, 
even  into  unexpected  truth;  open 
my  journey  and  pour  in  the  fullness 
of  your  gifts..." 

September  23, 2007 

Text:    Genesis  21:9-21 
"Abraham,  Hagar,  and  Ishmael" 

There  is  a  lot  of  pain  packed  into 
these  few  verses.  Sarah  jealously 
demands  that  Hagar  and  Ishmael 
be  sent  away  (21:10).  Abraham  is 
distressed  about  losing  his  son  Ishmael 
(21:11).  Hagar  and  Ishmael  are  forced 
into  the  wilderness  (21:14). 

But  there  is  also  a  lot  of  care  and 
provision  packed  into  these  few  verses. 

God  assures  Abraham  that  his  son 
Ishmael  will  be  cared  for  (21:13). 

Abraham  offered  Hagar  and  Ishmael 
some  water  and  food  before  sending 
them  away  (21:14). 

God  protects  Hagar  and  Ishmael  and 
gives  them  a  future  (21:17-21). 

Isn't  that  the  way  it  often  is?  Few 
moments  in  life,  in  relationships,  in 
spiritual  journey  come  as  unmixed 
blessing  or  unalloyed  tragedy. 

The  flow  of  life  is  such  that  most 
occasions  come  with  the  blend  of 
triumph  and  defeat,  the  combination 
of  certainty  and  uncertainty. 

Life  is  seldom  lived  in  black 
and  white;  it  is  most  often  played 
out  in  gray! 

Sarah  who  has  been  such  a  heroine 
just  a  few  months  earlier  (Genesis 
18:14,  21:1)  is  now  the  harsh  harbinger 
of  hate  (Genesis  21:9). 

Isn't  that  just  like  God:  to  take  an 


WHO  MINISTERS  TO 

MINISTERS  AND 
THOSE  THEY  SERVE? 

We  Do! 


(828)963-4866 
www.hishighplaces.org 
Email:  hishighplace@skybest.com 

We  are  a  crisis  and  crossroads  Christ' 
centered  ministry  which  helps  those 
who  are  in  the  ministry  and  others  who 
are  hurting. 

Short-term  one-on-one  intensives  in  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  North 
Carolina  and  Smith  Mountain  Lake,  Virginia.  The 
top  five  needs  addressed  at  His  High  Places 
are:  sexual  immorality,  depression,  inordinate 
anger,  marital  strife,  and  burnout  Our  speciality 
is  uncovering  root  causes  and  restoration.  The 
founding  director  is  the  Rev.  Sam 
McMillan  who  was  a  United  Methodist  minister 
for  21  years  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 


imperfect  person  to  bring  about  God's 
purposes! 

Keep  in  mind  that  it  was  Sarah  who 
had  suggested  to  Abraham  that  he 
have  a  child  with  the  slave  Hagar 
(Genesis  16:2). 

Keep  in  mind  that  when  Hagar  was 
pregnant,  she  had  contempt  for  the 
barren  Sarah  (16:4-5). 

Keep  in  mind  that  Sarah  was  cruel  to 
Hagar  even  though  it  had  been  Sarah's 
idea  that  Hagar  and  Abraham  have  a 
child  (16:6). 

It  is  hard  to  find  in  this  account  the 
person  who  is  consistently  moral  and 
kind  and  helpful. 

But  it  is  precisely  these  persons 
that  God  uses  to  accomplish 
God's  purposes. 

Can  it  be  so  again?  Can  God  use  the 
brokenness  among  today's  children  of 
Abraham  to  achieve  God's  will? 

Tradition  says  that  Muslims 
are  descended  from  Ishmael  while 
Christians  and  Jews  are  descended  from 
Isaac.  Muslims  are  not  perfect;  Jews  are 
not  perfect;  Christians  are  not  perfect, 
yet  all  are  children  of  Abraham. 

Can  God  again  use  our  imperfections 
and  still  give  life? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Abraham  (William  Morrow), 
Bruce  Feiler  quotes  Petra  Heldt  who 
said:  "If  you  look  at  history,  each 
religion,  at  different  times,  for  different 
reasons,  tried  to  establish  itself  as  the 
dominant  religion.  Claiming  Abraham 
for  yourself  is  just  one  way  to  establish 
your  authority.... You  want  to  show  that 
you've  always  been  there.  Abraham  is  a 
great  way  to  prove  that." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  Abraham  and 
Isaac,  God  of  Abraham  and  Ishmael, 
come  again  with  your  providential 
care  and  use  our  broken  places  to 
bring  wholeness. 

September  30,  2007 

Text:     Genesis  24:34-40, 42-45, 48 
"Isaac  and  Rebekah" 

The  Bible  is  crawling  with  examples 
of  God's  invitation  into  newness. 
"I  am  about  to  do  a  new  thing... 
(Isaiah  43:19a)"  "I  give  you  a  new 
commandment,  that  you  love  one 
another  (John  13:34)." 

"So  if  anyone  is  in  Christ,  there  is 
a  new  creation  (2  Corinthians  5:17). 
"Then  I  saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth...  (Revelation  21:1)."  "...See, 
I  am  making  all  things  new... 
(Revelation  21:5)." 

Clearly,  one  of  the  driving  themes 
of  Scripture  is  that  God  is  calling  us 
into  newness. 

However,  this  week's  lessons  points 


us  in  a  different  direction.  God  is  not 
limited  to  the  new!  In  this  account  of 
Isaac  and  Rebekah,  over  and  over  again 
God  uses  the  old  (the  tradition)  to 
achieve  God's  purposes. 

1.  The  tradition  was  for  a  Hebrew 
man  to  marry  a  Hebrew  woman 
(Genesis  24:3). 

2.  The  tradition  was  to  take  splendid 
gifts  when  seeking  someone  for 
marriage  (Genesis  24:10). 

3.  The  tradition  was  to  acknowledge 
God's  work  in  relationships 
(Genesis  24:26-27). 

4.  The  tradition  was  to  make  a  gift 
to  the  woman  (Genesis  24:47). 

5.  The  tradition  was  to  arrange 
marriages  with  agreement  among 
the  men  of  the  family  (Genesis 
24:50). 

6.  The  tradition  was  to  send  off  the 
bride-to-be  with  a  family  blessing 
(Genesis  24:60). 

So,  before  we  decide  that  God  is  only 
in  new  things,  let  us  note  how  God  also 
uses  tradition!  The  study  texts  immerse 
us  in  traditions. 

We  ought  to  feel  at  home  there:  in 
our  Wesleyan  theological  heritage, 
we  have  said  that  tradition  is  one  of 
the  four  guidelines  for  our  theological 
thought  (along  with  experience,  reason, 
and,  primarily,  Scripture). 

Tradition  is  an  acknowledgement 
that  God  did  not  just  get  to  the  party. 

Tradition  is  an  awareness  that  there 
are  roots  that  feed  us  and  foundations 
upon  which  we  build. 

Tradition  is  an  acceptance  of  the  gifts 
God  has  given  our  past. 

Although  these  verses  are  filled  with 
the  names  of  key  characters  (Abraham, 
Isaac,  Rebekah,  Laban,  Bethuel,  Milcah, 
Nahor,  Sarah),  we  are  never  told  the 
name  of  the  servant  who  made  all  the 
arrangements  (Genesis  24:2,  10,  22, 
52,  for  example). 

Even  in  the  unfolding  of  such  a 
pivotal  story  in  Israel's  history,  there  is 
this  one  whose  name  we  do  not  know. 

The  servant  is  an  instrument  of  God, 
yet  his  name  is  not  recorded. 

That  circumstance  tells  us  something 
about  the  life  of  servants,  but  it  tells 
us  even  more  about  God's  fruitful 
hand  upon  those  whom  the  world  does 
not  recognize. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Jonathan  Rosen's  novel  Joy  Comes 
in  the  Morning  (Picador),  Deborah, 
a  female  rabbi,  says,  "Rabbis  are  all 
impersonators."  (Lev  asks  her):  "But 
does  that  make  them  false?"  "No," 
Deborah  conceded,  "That's  how 
tradition  works  ...  As  long  as  you  don't 
lose  sight  of  the  thing  that  inspired 
tradition  in  the  first  place." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  beginrJ^God  of  yesterday. . ." 
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Graham  UMC 

The  Confirmation  class  met  for 
13  weeks  to  discuss  what  it 
means  to  be  a  faithful  Christian 
and  a  member  of  the  UMC. 
Leaders  from  left  to  right  (back 
row):  Mary  Weaver,  Brian  Yoder, 
and  James  Fogleman.  Youth 
from  left  to  right  (front  row): 
Jacob  Brown,  Jackson  Brink, 
Taylor  Perry,  Ashley  Lowe,  Keegan 
Lax,  Meagan  Sisco,  Brandon 
Snotherly,  and  Connor  Staton. 


Harkers 
Island  UMC 

The  UMW  of  Harkers 
Island  United  Methodist 
Church  presented  Mission 
Recognition  Pins  to  David 
Ebbighausen  and  Betty 
Partker  in  appreciation  for 
their  dedicated  service  in 
positions  of  leadership  in  the 
ministries  of  the  church. 


Wesley  Memorial 
UMC,  Columbia 

The  UMW  of  Wesley  Memorial  UMC 
in  Columbia,  NC  presented  engraved 
Bibles  to  high  school  graduates  of 
the  Columbia  charge.  Irene  Simmons 
(right),  UMW  president  presents  a 
Bible  to  Holly  Leigh  Humphlett  (left). 
The  other  graduate,  Billie  Jo  Bowen, 
was  unable  to  attend  the  service. 


Camp  Ground 
UMC 

The  Class  Of  2007  from  Camp 
Ground  UMC,  Fayetteville  are:  (L- 
R)  1st  Row  -  Karen  Hunnicutt,  Kelli 
Shortt,  Andrew  Dobbins;  2nd  Row 
Lauren  Wheeler,  Jessica  Kouba, 
Helen  Danhke,  Rachel  Malcolm, 
Marii  Hayes;  3rd  Row  -  Matthew 
Blanton,  Malachi  Wade,  Kaycee 
Obi-Gwacham,  Stephen  Kouba, 
and  Andrew  Dockery. 


UM  Men  announce  Freeman  Award 

The  Rev.  H.  Gray  Southern  (right),  then  pastor  of  St.  James  UMC,  was  honored  by 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  UM  Men  and  NC  Conference  UM  Men  as  their  2007 
G.  Ross  Freeman  Leadership  Award  winner  for  the  conference.  Southern  was  honored 
for  his  pastoral  leadership  for  the  UMM  of  his  church.  Making  the  presentation  at 
a  reception  were  Rick  Hebert  (left),  Greenville  District  UMM  president,  a  member 

of  St.  James  UMC  and 
nominator  of  Southern, 
and  Barry  Merrill  (center), 
conference  UMM 
president.  Southern  is 
the  second  conference 
clergy  member  so 
honored.  He  became 
district  superintendent 
of  the  Durham  District 
on  July  1. 


Bynum  UMW  cookbook  leads 
to  largest  monetary  donation 


By  Ruth  M.  Lucier  * 

Linked  by  enthusiasm  for  missions, 
the  20-member  Bynum  UM  Women 
recently  turned  a  cookbook  project 
into  an  expression  of  support  for  the 
Methodist  Home  for  Children. 

From  the  almost  1,000  of  the 
Bynum  and  Beyond  cookbooks  sold  to 
date,  the  group  was  able  to  make  its 
largest  monetary  donation — $3,000 
to  the  organization. 

The  group  was  inspired  to  reach  for 
expanded  stewardship  possibilities  by 
composing  a  book  that  was  especially 
attractive  to  buyers  familiar  with 
the  history  of  Bynum  Village  and  its 
widening  circle  of  friends.  The  project 
gained  momentum  when  the  cookbook 
was  marketed  on  internet  chat  lists. 

"The  project  helped  us  focus  on 
our  church  and  also  reach  out  to  the 
community,"  said  Karen  Webster,  a  NC 


Conference  lay  speaker  and  the  group's 
Prayer  Calendar  officer. 

The  blue  ring  binder  cookbook 
features  historic  photographs  of 
Bynum  as  chapter  dividers,  and  offers 
a  personally  signed  page  featuring  the 
work  of  internationally  recognized 
Bynum  folk  artist  Clyde  Jones. 

An  opening  cookbook  photograph 
(above)  shows  Bynum  UMW  members 
in  front  of  the  Bynum  general  store  with  a 
Clyde  Jones  "critter"  in  the  foreground. 

The  cookbook  includes  a  wide 
selection  of  recipes,  including  one  from 
the  former  president  of  Bennett  College, 
Dr.  Johnnetta  B.  Cole. 

For  information,  contact  Bynum 
UMW,  P.O.  Box  6,  Bynum,  NC  27228. 
All  profits  from  the  cookbooks  will  be 
dedicated  to  missions. 

*  Ruth  M.  Lucier  is  a  member  oj 
Bynum  UMC. 
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Serving  the  NCCUMC  since  1988 
Site  Surveys  &  Design  Consultations 
System  Integration  &  Upgrades 
New  &  Demo  AV  Equipment  Sales 
On-Site  Staff  &  Volunteer  Training 
Automated  Lighting  &  AV  Controls 


Integrated 
Technologies 


A  fi*W*an  Jf  UCP  item  Computet  ArntU  tec 


800.407.7368 

Sales 
Rentals 
Installations 

www.mcr-it.com 


Visit  our  Cary,  NC  office 
next  to  Macedonia  UMC! 


..solutions  today  designed  for  tomorrow! 
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State  of  the  Church  report  encourages  dialog, 
shows  members  have  deep  love  for  the  church 


By  Marta 
W.  Aldrich  * 

United  Methodists 
have  a  deep  love  for  their 
church  and  passion  for 
their  beliefs,  but  they 
are  less  satisfied  with 
its  structure  and  say 
too  many  resources  are 
used  in  administration 
and  bureaucracy. 

They  are  also  both  hopeful  and 
concerned  about  the  future  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

So  say  the  results  of  surveys  that  are 
the  basis  for  a  State  of  the  Church  Web 
site  available  at  http://www.umc.org/ 
stateofthechurch. 

The  "Reports  and  Research"  section 
includes  a  summary  as  well  as  the  full 
report.  In  addition,  essays  from  church 
leaders  and  stories  from  across  the  globe 
are  included. 

The  report  was  commissioned  in 
2005  by  the  church's  Connectional 
Table,  the  leadership  entity  that 
coordinates  the  mission,  ministries  and 
resources  for  the  denomination. 

The  project  is  the  first  time  the  church 


has  produced  a  comprehensive  overview 
of  the  life  of  the  church,  according  to 
Twila  Glenn,  a  Connectional  Table 
member  from  the  denomination's  Iowa 
Annual  Conference. 

The  surveys  found  that  United 
Methodists  strongly  affirm  their 
belief  in  God,  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

Church  members  generally  rank  the 
denomination's  open  table  for  Holy 
Communion  as  extremely  important. 

And  they  identify  the  church's 
highest  priorities  as  Scripture,  children, 
reaching  out  to  the  unchurched  and 
ending  racial  divisions  in  the  church. 

Seventy-two  percent  of  clergy  and 
61  percent  laity  who  were  surveyed 
agree  at  least  somewhat  that  the  church 


"uses  too  much  of  available  financial 
and  human  resources  in  administration 
and  bureaucracy." 

Despite  this  dissatisfaction,  69 
percent  of  clergy  and  75  percent  of 
laity  say  the  system  of  apportionments 
to  pay  for  denominational  ministries 
and  administration  is  "an  effective  and 
efficient  way  to  pay  for  work  beyond 
the  local  church." 

Stimulating  conversation 

The  purpose  of  the  report  is  to 
encourage  United  Methodists  across 
the  globe  to  examine  and  discuss  what 
is  working  in  the  church,  what  is  not 
working  and  how  best  to  work  together 
to  fulfill  its  mission  and  ministries. 

"The  aim  in  all  this  is  to  stimulate 
conversation,"  said  Neil  Alexander, 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  chairman  of  the 
task  group  spearheading  the  report. 

"...  Our  prayer  and  urgent  plea  is  that 
the  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  direct  their  hearts  and 
minds  to  an  inquiring  search,"  he  told 
the  Connectional  Table. 

To  that  end,  the  Connectional  Table 
authorized  spending  about  $200,000 


to  make  the  report  available  through 
an  insert  in  the  United  Methodist 
Interpreter  magazine,  digital  formats 
and  printed  materials  in  five  languages. 

A  related  study  guide  can  be  used 
to  stimulate  discussions  within  small 
groups  such  as  Sunday  school  classes, 
youth  groups,  district  gatherings,  and 
groups  of  United  Methodist  Men  and 
United  Methodist  Women. 

"Instead  of  a  few  people  pronouncing 
the  state  of  the  church,  we  want 
more  people  talking  about  it,"  said 
Mary  Brooke  Cassad,  a  Connectional 
Table  member  from  the  North  Texas 
Conference.  "Out  of  Christian 
conferencing,  we  are  able  to  discern  the 
will  of  God  and  gain  clarity  in  a  course 
of  action." 

Listening  to  the  people 

"This  is  not  a  prescription," 
Alexander  said  of  the  results.  "It  is  not 
even  a  diagnosis.  It  is  a  mere  report.  We 
asked;  we  got  answered.  What  we  do 
with  (the  information)  is  precisely  why 
we  need  ongoing  conversation." 

*  Marta  Aldrich  is  news  editor  of  UM 
News  Service. 


Celebrate 
Legacy  Building  Sunday 
September  9, 2007 
at  your  church 

Emphasize  John  Wesley's  teachings: 
"Earn  all  vou  can, 
save  all  vou  can, 
give  ail  you  can." 

For  a  bulletin  insert,  go  to 

www.umlegacypartners.org 

Further  the  work  of  Christ 
through  Legacy  Giving  for: 
Mission 
Ministry 
Capital  Projects 

United  Methodist  Legacy  Partners 

of  the  NC  Conference 
c/o  United  Methodist  Foundation 
P.  O.  Box  10955 
Raleigh,  NC  27605 
Telephone  800-555-4718 


UM 

Legacy 

Partners 


Asbury  Homes,  Duke  Divinity  School, 
Louisburg  College,  MERCI,  Methodist 
University,  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  NC 
Wesleyan  College,  Camp  and  Retreat 
Ministries,  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
United  Methodist  Retirement  Homes, 
Office  of  the  Bishop,  Conference  Connectional 
Ministries,  Conference  Commission  on 
Stewardship,  Conference  Office  of 
Congregational  Development,  Conference 
Director  of  Communications 
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IK  for  I  Kid  campaign  supports  the  children 


By  Maria  Murray 
Riemann  * 

The  challenge 
has   been  made. 
The  need  is  great; 
the  stakes  are  high. 
Can  churches  raise  1  K  for  1  Kid? 

This  is  the  question  that  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  posed  to  churches 
and  church  groups  in  June  at  Annual 
Conference  in  Greenville.  The  new 
initiative  is  aimed  to  encourage  support 
for  MHC's  mission  to  serve  children, 
youth,  and  families  in  need  of  the 
services  that  the  agency  offers. 

From  substance  abuse  and  family- 
based  counseling,  to  foster  care  and 
adoption  services;  from  the  provision 
of  community-based  youth  homes  to 
childcare  and  consultation  services, 
MHC's  mission  is  directed  to  all  those 
who  need  help. 

In  April,  the  Wilmington  District's 
68  churches  took  up  the  challenge. 
With  the  kind  and  expert  help  of  the 
Rev.  Linda  Taylor  of  Devon  Park  and 
Oleander  UMC,  UMM  President  Al 
Everett,  and  Bill  Parr,  "we  hope  to  raise 
at  least  $68,000  to  support  our  kids  and 
families,"  said  MHC's  President/CEO 
Bruce  Stanley. 

"Further,  we  hope  that  what  has 
begun  this  spring  in  Wilmington 
will  spread  like  wildfire  across  the 
conference!  MHC  is  in  a  position  to 
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provide  services  for  all  churches  within 
the  conference.  But,  we  need  everyone's 
help  to  do  so.'' 

"This  initiative  is  designed  to  raise 
awareness  about  this  need  and  its  scope; 
remind  folks  of  the  actual  cost  of  such 
vital,  but  expensive  care;  and  provide  a 
fun  and  visually  compelling  mechanism 


for  churches  to  help  us  in  mission," 
Stanley  said. 

MHC  will  provide  colorful  11  x 
17  posters  with  meters  on  the  side  to 
measure  progress  toward  the  $1,000 
goal;  reproducible  master  copies  of 
information  on  the  initiative  for 
bulletin  inserts;  a  1 0  minutes  video  that 


highlights  the  stories  of  some  of  those 
helped  by  MHC;  and  offers  pastors  and 
group  leaders  a  speaker  from  the  agency 
for  services  or  for  group  meetings. 

"We  want  to  make  it  as  easy  as 
possible    for    churches    to    help  us 

See  "IK for  IKid,  "page  4 


Participants  connect  following  a  prayer  service  held  at  Stantonsburg  UMC.  (Photo  by  Keith  Barnes,  Wilson  Daily  Times) 

Connectional  strength  of  UMC  helps  to 
bring  together  community  after  murder 


*  Compiled  from  news  sources 

After  the  shock  of  the  July  28  home 
invasion  and  murder  of  Song  Ni, 
34,  a  member  of  the  Stantonsburg 
community,  the  Rev.  Rani  Woodrow, 
pastor  of  the  two-point  charge  of 
Stantonsburg  and  Black  Creek  UMCs, 
and  her  summer  intern,  Marc  Boswell, 
sought  a  way  to  help  the  family  and 
the  community. 

"This  is  not  something  that  typically 
happens  in  Stantonsburg,"  Woodrow 
said.  "We're  a  close-knit  community 
and  we  have  a  low  crime  rate." 

Boswell,  a  Stantonsburg  native 
and  a  student  at  Union  Theological 


Seminary,  a  Presbyterian  school  in 
Richmond,  VA,  said  he  remembered 
Union's  prayer  service  held  in  memory 
of  the  Virginia  Tech  students,  and 
decided  he  wanted  to  do  something 
similar  for  the  Ni  family  and  the 
Stantonsburg  community.  "When  I 
talked  to  Rani  about  it  that  Sunday 
night  after  Bible  study,  she  immediately 
said  yes,"  Boswell  said. 

Challenges  to  community 

The  challenge  was  not  only  to  bridge 
the  language  barrier  of  the  victim's 
family  who  is  fluent  in  Mandarin  and 
speaks  little  English,  but  also  to  help 
bring  together  a  community. 


Ni,  who  was  Chinese,  owned  the 
the  Jin  Jin  Chinese  Restaurant  in 
Stantonsburg.  He  was  murdered  when 
three  African-American  males  forced 
their  way  into  his  home  to  steal  the 
restaurant's  receipts  during  a  series  of 
home  invasions  that  took  place  over 
that  July  weekend. 

The  Wilson  County  Sheriff's 
Office  has  arrested  several  suspects  in 
connection  with  the  cases. 

"We  really  wanted  to  get  different 
denominations  together  and  people 
from  different  racial  communities.  We 
wanted  to  show  a  solidarity  amongst 
all  people,"  said  Boswell. 

See  "Connectional  strength,  "page  4 
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2007  Annual  Conference  Session  for  Youth  (ACS) 


Close  to  300  high  school  students 
and  80  adult  volunteer  staff  from  United 
Methodist  Churches  across  eastern 
NC  gathered  at  Methodist  University, 
July  23-28  for  the  56th  Annual 
Conference  Session  for  Youth  (better 
known  as  ACS). 

The  theme  for  the  week  was  the 
Charles  Wesley  hymn  -  Love  Divine, 
All  Loves  Excelling. 

The  preacher  and  worship  resource 
person  for  the  week  was  the  Rev.  Carl 
Frazier  of  St.  Luke  UMC  in  Sanford. 

In  addition  to  daily  worship, 
spiritual  life  growth  groups,  and  various 
evening  programs  the  week  included 
legislative  affairs  sessions  for  the  youth 
conducted  and  led  by  the  Conference 
youth  officers  (President  Laura  Lord, 
Vice-president  Sarah  Bell,  Secretary 
Ellen  Frazier,  Treasurer  Duncan 
McMillan  and  Legislative  Affairs  Person 
Emily  Farnell). 

In  these  legislative  affairs  sessions, 


Elected  as  Conference  Youth  Officers  for  2007-2008  were  (L-R):  Meredith  Anderson, 
treasurer,  Allison  Soukup,  secretary,  James  Van  Staalduinen,  vice-president,  Emily 
Farnell,  legislative  affairs  person,  and  Will  Doyle,  president. 


resolutions  on  various  topics  were 
presented,  debated  and  voted  upon. 

The  resolution  topics  included: 
teacher  salaries,  insurance  coverage  for 
eating  disorders,   bumfights,  carbon 


dioxide  emissions,  steroids  use  in 
professional  sports,  salaries  for  first 
responders,  Title  IX,  HPV  vaccine,  end 
of  course  testing  results,  immigration 
reform,  bottled  water  usage,  children  of 


Articles  by  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson,  director  of  Children, 
Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries  for  the  NC  Conference 

Summer  Breakaway  2007 

On  Monday,  June  18  just  over  400  middle  school  and  high 
school  youth  and  adult  volunteer  staff  from  United  Methodist 
Churches  across  Eastern  NC  launched  into  a  week  together 
at  Louisburg  College  for  the  annual  Conference  youth  event 
Summer  Breakaway. 

The  theme  for  the  week  was  Summer  SLAM:  Searching 
and  Struggling  with  Life  Abundant,  Accountability  and  our 
place  in  Mission. 

The  Rev.  Mack  McMillan  of  St  Luke  UMC-Laurinburg 
served  as  the  preacher  and  worship  resource  person  for  the 
week.  The  Rev.  Dennis  Peay  of  Acts  UMC  in  Apex  served  as 
Overall  Dean  for  the  week  assisted  by  Jon  Helton  of  Bellemont 
UMC  as  Dean  of  Men  and  Carole  Vish  from  Windborne 
UMC  as  Dean  of  Women. 


Each  began  with  morning  watch  on  the  steps  of  the  Main 
building  at  the  College  led  by  the  youth  staff  for  the  week. 
Daily  activities  included  spiritual  growth  groups,  worship, 
movie  groups,  recreation  activities  such  as  water  games  and 
the  traditional  youth  vs.  staff  softball  and  volleyball  games, 
and  various  evening  programs.  The  week  culminated  in  a  film 
festival  of  all  the  movies  made  during  the  week  and  a  closing 
communion  service. 

Summer  Breakaway  and  its  predecessor  events  have 
been  taking  place  at  Louisburg  College  for  over  65  years. 
Information  about  Summer  Breakaway  and  other  Conference 
youth  events  is  available  in  the  annual  Youth  Events  Brochure 
(available  in  December  of  each  year)  and  on  the  web  site: 
www.nccumc.org/youthministry. 


Uganda,  FDA  authority  over  tobacco 
products,  mental  health,  human 
trafficking,  extrajudicial  killings  in  the 
Philippines  and  dialogue/study  of  UM 
positions  on  controversial  issues. 

Copies  of  these  resolutions  are 
available  on  the  website:  www.nccumc. 
org/youthministry. 

Elections  were  held  for  conference 
youth  leadership  for  the  2007-2008 
year  and  district  caucuses  met  to 
select  district  representatives  to  the 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  the  Youth 
Service  Fund  Task  Force  and  the  Youth 
Resolutions  Committee. 

Conference  Lay  Leader  Emily  Innes 
and  Fayetteville  District  Superintendent 
Carol  Goehring  spoke  to  the  youth  one 
morning  as  a  special  prayer  was  held 
for  the  youth  and  young  adults  elected 
to  be  part  of  the  NC  Conference 
Delegation  to  General  and  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  in  2008. 

Also  during  the  week,  recognition 
was  given  to  Conference  Youth 
Treasurer  Duncan  McMillan  for  the 
NC  Conference  ranking  fifth  in  the 
nation  and  third  in  the  jurisdiction  for 
giving  to  Youth  Service  Fund. 

Elected  as  Conference  Youth 
Officers  for  2007-2008  were  Will  Doyle 
as  conference  youth  president,  James 
Van  Staalduinen  as  vice-president, 
Allison  Soukup  as  secretary,  Meredith 
Anderson  as  treasurer  and  Emily  Farnell 
as  legislative  affairs  person. 

These  five  officers  are  joined  by  seven 
members  at  large  and  four  designated 
observers  selected  at  ACS. 

Four  middle  school  representatives 
were  elected  at  Kaleidoscope  and 
Breakaway  will  serve  as  the  Conference 
Youth  Committee,  giving  core 
leadership  to  the  Conference  Council 
on  Youth  Ministries  and  Conference 
youth  events  for  2008. 
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Youth  '07  -  a  celebration  of  uni 
Methodist  youth  from  around  the  world! 


By  Henry  Price  * 

SPLAT!  Seek,  Pray,  Learn,  Act, 
Teach. ..Youth  2007  is  the  quadrennial 
meeting  of  United  Methodist  Youth. 

Over  6,000  youth  and  adults 
from  all  around  the  world  gathered 
in  Greensboro  for  a  week  of  fun, 
ministry,  worship,  learning  and 
fellowship  July  11-15.  Several  NC 
Conference  churches  attended. 

Engaging  preachers,  Fusebox  (praise 
band  for  the  entire  event),  concert  artists 
(including  Kutless,  Stellar  Kart,  the 
Katinas,  and  SuperChic[k]),  comedians 
Bob  Stromberg,  321  Improv,  &  Barry 
Mason  filled  the  stage. 

There  were  workshops  encouraging 
spiritual  growth,  addressing  youth  issues 
and  offering  help  to  youth  workers. 

Mission  projects  ranging  from  a 
Society  of  St.  Andrew's  potato  drop, 
working  in  a  Greensboro  soup  kitchen, 
recycling,  and  mission  education  filled 
the  afternoons. 

Over  $15,000  was  received  in  two 
offerings  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund 
and  Nothing  But  Nets. 

Lives  were  changed.  Connecting  with 
head  and  heart  on  the  level  of  youth 
within  the  youth  culture  was  key  to  the 
success  of  Youth  '07. 

*  Henry  Price  is  Minister  of  Christian 
Education  at  Oxford  UMCanda  member 
of  Youth  '07  Design  Team. 


Appalachian 
Trail  Hike  '07 

Forty-five  high  school  youth  and 
adults  hiked  just  over  50  miles  of  the 
Appalachian  Trail  in  Virginia  from 
Saturday,  June  23  to  Saturday,  June  30 
as  part  of  the  annual  Conference  youth 
event  Appalachian  Trail  Hike. 

The  total  group  divided  into  four 
smaller  groups  and  were  assigned 
sections  of  the  Trail  to  hike  with  small 
groups  crossing  paths  during  the  week. 

While  on  the  Trail,  each  person 
carried  a  share  of  community  gear  as 
well  as  personal  items.  Meals  were 
cooked  over  an  open  fire  along  the  trail 
and  nights  were  spent  at  shelters  along 
the  Trail. 

On  Friday  night  the  total  group  came 
back  together  to  share  their  experiences 
of  the  week  at  a  campground. 

Adults  from  across  eastern  NC  serve 
as  volunteer  staff  for  the  Trail  Hike. 
Youth  participants  also  came  from  a 
variety  of  United  Methodist  Churches 
across  the  Conference. 


Fusebox  served  as  the  Youth  '07  Praise  Band. 


ABOVE:  Traveling  to  Greensboro  for  the  Youth  '07  event  were  31 
youth  and  adults  from  Oxford  UMC  Youth  Fellowship. 


RIGHT:  Participants  from  Northwoods  UMC,  Jacksonville  had  fun  at  the  SPLAT  display  entering  the  expo. 


Impressions  from  Youth  '07 


By  the  Rev.  Rick  Moser,  pastor  of  Northwoods  UMC 


Sometimes  we  think  we  are  just 
ordinary.  And  we  think  the  church  is 
ordinary.  We  come  to  worship,  hang 
out  in  Sunday  School,  come  to  a  Bible 
study,  or  a  meeting,  or  help  with  the 
Pumpkin  Patch.  It  never  dawns  on 
us  that  we  just  might  be  very  unique. 
But  we  are. 

We  aren't  like  any  other  Church. 

At  Youth  2007  we  were  all  part  of 
something  which  is  unique:  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

We  all  spoke  a  similar  church 
language  and  we  all  knew  what  a  district 
was,  and  a  conference.. ..and  some  even 
knew  which  jurisdiction  they  were  in. 

But  to  my  wary  and  discerning  eye, 
there  was  even  more. 

Communion  had  such  a  familiar 
tone.  The  preaching  talked  more  about 
love  and  forgiveness  and  grace.  A  lot  of 
the  workshops  came  from  out  of  the 
Social  Principles  and  Discipline. 

Some  youth  had  never  been  as  far 
east  as  they  were  in  Greensboro.  Some 
groups  had  been  saving  and  raising 


Interns  sought 
for  Council 
of  Churches 

The  World  Council  of 
Churches  seeks  five  young  people, 
ages  18  to  30,  to  serve  a  12-month 
internship,  beginning  in  February 
2008  at  its  Geneva  headquarters. 
Interns  will  work  with  program 
staff  and  plan  an  ecumenical 
project  to  implement  upon 
their  return  home.  The  closing 
date  for  applications  is  Sept.  20. 
Information  can  be  found  at  www. 
oikoumene.org. 


money  for  years  to  come  to  this  event. 

And  yet  there  was  a  peace  about  the 
whole  thing.  In  a  huge  crowd  coming 
out  of  a  game,  you're  wary  and  kind  of 
fearful.  Not  so  at  Youth  2007.  My  only 
concern  was  keeping  everyone  together 
but  never  for  anyone's  safety. 


This  all  leads  me  to  say  that,  when 
compared  with  the  world,  our  United 
Methodist  Church  is  unique.  Our 
traditions  hold  us  together  in  some 
interesting  ways.  I  don't  know  if  this 
is  what  John  Wesley  envisioned,  but  I 
think  he  would  be  amazed. 


Jenny 

Hometown:  Asheville,  N.C. 

"I  went  to  see  my  sister  in  coleg.  Her  coleg 
is  called  Greensberow  Coleg.  I  have  already 
deysided  I  am  going  to  Greensberow  coleg." 

Jenny  Johnson  wrote  this  in  her  diary  on 
September  27th  ,  1993.  She  was  7  years  old. 
Jenny  is  the  third  daughter  of 
Methodist  minister  Carl  Johnson  to 
attend  Greensboro  College.  This 
has  truly  become  a  family 
affair  for  the  Johnson's. 

While  at  the  College, 
Jenny  has  been  a 
Pride  Leader,  a 
Resident  Assistant 
and  an  Admissions 
Tour  Guide.  She  is 
majoring  in  Business 
Administration  and 
is  currently  involved 
in  a  prestigious 
internship  with 
Northwestern 
Mutual  Financial 
Network. 

Come  join  the 
Greensboro 
College  family 
-  just  like  the 
Johnson's.  You 
belong  here. 


You  Belong  Here! 

GREENSBORO  COLLEGE 

815  West  Market  Street,  Greensboro,  NC  27401  •www.gborocollege.edu  •  800.346.8226 
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Sue  Owen  (standing)  explains  an  issue  during  "Globalization:  Its  Impact  on  our  Lives." 
Owen  traveled  from  South  Carolina  to  participate  in  the  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
(Photo  by  Bill  Norton) 


School  of  Christian  Mission 
held  at  Methodist  University 


Over  300  students  attended  the 
NC  Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission  held  July  25-28  at  Methodist 
University  in  Fayetteville. 

Three  classes  of  "Globalization: 
Its  Impact  on  our  lives"  were  held  on 
Thursday,  July  25. 

The  instructors  were  Charlene 
Black  of  Georgia,  Sue  Owen  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Steve  Taylor, 
NC  Conference  director  of  missions. 
This  course  was  a  repeat  from  the 
2006  school.  Seventy-six  were  in 
attendance. 

Three  classes  on  "Israel  and 
Palestine"  were  taught  on  Friday  with 


123  in  attendance.  Instructors  were  the 
Rev.  Randy  Innes,  the  Rev.  Laurie  Hays 
Coffman,  and  Harriet  Binkley. 

"Music  in  Missions"  was  the  title  of 
the  Friday  night  and  Saturday  morning 
class  with  112  in  attendance.  The 
instructors  were  Brenda  Brown  and 
Phyliss  O'Keef. 

Most  classes  were  held  in  the  Clark 
Building.  Doris  Wade  of  Morehead 
City  was  the  school  dean,  and 
Theresa  Hodges  of  Dover  served  as 
assistant  dean. 

The  next  School  of  Christian  Mission 
will  be  held  on  the  Methodist  University 
campus  in  July  2008. 


/  K  for  I  Kid  continued  from  page  I 


help  their  congregants,"  said 
Regina  Hawse,  Development 
Office  in  the  Wilmington  and 
Rockingham  districts,  who  has 
lead  in  the  effort. 

District,  local  church  or  groups 
interested  in  participating  in  the 


project  should  contact  Jennifer 
Cooper  at  MHC,  jcooper@mhfc. 
5.305.4321  ext.  305. 


*  Maria  Murray  Riemann  is 
Methodist  Home  for  Children 
director  of  communications. 
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"This  is  a  very  good  way  to  get  the 
community  together,"  said  John  Sutton, 
associate  minister  with  Bethel  A.M.E. 
Zion  Church.  "I  hope  this  sends  a 
message  outside  the  community  that 
we  are  bonding  together  as  one." 

'How  it's  supposed  to  work' 

Although  some  of  the  family 
members,  who  operate  another  Jin 
Jin  restaurant  in  a  nearby  community, 
were  fluent  enough  in  English  that  they 
could  explain  to  Ni's  immediate  family 
about  plans  for  a  prayer  service  and  the 
church's  willingness  to  help,  Woodrow 
called  her  Rocky  Mount  District 
superintendent,  the  Rev.  William 
Simpson,  to  try  to  find  someone  who 
spoke  Mandarin  so  they  could  speak 
with  the  Ni  family. 

"I  put  out  an  appeal  to  Cabinet 
members  and  got  an  immediate 
response,"  Simpson  said.  "One  district 
superintendent,  Chuck  Cook  in 
Goldsboro,  was  trained  in  Mandarin 
by  U.S.  Intelligence 
in  the  Vietnam  war. 
He  was  unsure  of 
how  good  his  skills 
still  were.  But  he  had 
another  possibility! 
He  has  a  UM 
pastor,  Lily  Chou, 
who  is  Chinese.  She 
volunteered  to  go  to 
Stantonsburg  and 
help  minister  to  the 
family." 

Woodrow  said 
she  had  never  gone 
"so  deep  into  the 
United  Methodist 
connection"  before. 

"I  knew  the  resources  were  out 
there;  we  just  needed  to  locate  them," 
the  pastor  said.  "I  have  appreciated 
my  DS's  support.  As  a  result  of  him 
making  contact  with  others,  we've  had 
calls  and  e-mails  from  others  willing  to 
help.  This  is  really  how  the  connection 
is  supposed  to  work." 

Woodrow  and  Chou  are  talking  about 
the  best  ways  to  assist  the  Ni  family.  "I 
know  there  are  cultural  differences,  and 
we  want  to  be  aware  of  those  and  be 
respectful,"  Woodrow  said. 

She  was  distressed  at  not  knowing 
exacdy  how  to  care  for  the  family  in  the 
midst  of  their  tragedy.  "With  them  being 
Chinese  and  Buddhist,  we  don't  know 
how  to  respond  respectfully,"  she  said. 

"We  can't  go  over  there  with  food 


The  prayer  vigil  included  a  love 
offering  to  start  a  trust  fund  for 
the  children.  A  total  of  $1,500  was 
received.  Both  children  were  home 
and  witnessed  much  of  the  attack. 
(Photo  by  Keith  Barnes,  Wilson 
Daily  Times) 


and  talk  with  them;  we  can't  show  our 
typical  Southern  hospitality." 

Prayer  service 

The  evening  prayer  service  held  in 
August  served  as  an  act  of  compassion 
and  was  the  first  step  toward  helping  the 
family.  Woodrow,  Boswell  and  other 
religious  leaders  in  the  750-resident 
town  will  continue  to  seek  to  help  their 
wounded  community  heal. 

"This  is  a  small  town  in  North 
Carolina,"  said  Woodrow.  "Things  like 
this  just  don't  happen  here." 

During  the  vigil,  spoken  prayers  were 
offered  by  several  area  religious  leaders, 
and  the  crowd  was  asked  to  pray  silently. 
The  attendees  prayed  for  Ni  and  his 
family  as  well  as  the  perpetrators  and 
their  families. 

Those  in  attendance  represented 
many  different  faith  backgrounds  and 
ethnicities. 

"Remember  this  family" 

Boswell  also 
wants  to  ensure 
that  the  community 
remembers  the  Ni 
family's  needs. 

Song  Ni's  widow, 
Mi  is  now  raising 
their  two  daughters, 
ages  4  and  1 ,  dealing 
with  the  unknowns 
of  the  American 
legal  system,  and 
re-opening  the 
restaurant. 

She  is  depending 
on  income  from 
the  restaurant  for 
their  livelihood. 
The  prayer  vigil  included  a  love 
offering  to  start  a  trust  fund  for  the 
children.  A  total  of  $  1 ,500  was  received. 
Both  children  were  home  and  witnessed 
much  of  the  attack. 

"I  really  don't  know  at  the 
moment  what  all  will  come  of  this," 
Boswell  said. 

"My  fear  is  that  this  will  be  swept 
under  the  rug  and  forgotten  as  soon 
as  it's  out  of  the  headlines.  We  must 
remember  this  family  and  their  children 
and  not  forget  their  plight." 

Ministry  continues 

Anyone  wishing  to  help  with 
Stantonburg  UMC's  ministry  to  the 
family  of  Song  Ni  may  call  Woodrow  at 
(252)  238-3402. 


*  Article  compiled  from: 

"Churches  Seek  to  Aid  Victims,  Calm  Community;  Pastor  uses  UM  Connection 
to  Bridge  Chinese  Culture,  Language"  by  Cynthia  B.  Asde,  UM  NeXus 
e-publication,  Boston  Wesleyan  Association  for  United  Methodists,  August  2007 

"The  Scene:  Language  barrier  tangles  young  widow's  plight,"  Wilson  Daily 
Times,  Aug.  8,  2007 

"Town  prays  for  Ni's  family,"  by  Hilary  Hellens,  Wilson  Daily  Times,  Aug.  6,  2007 
"Arrests  ease  community's  fear,"  Wilson  Daily  Times,  Aug.  6,  2007 
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NEW  RESOURCES  FOR  SUPPORTING  THE  TROOPS 
Churches  challenged  to  look  beyond  the  'yellow  ribbon' 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert* 

UMNS  -  A  significant  number  of  the 
1.5  million  soldiers  deployed  to  Iraq 
or  Afghanistan  will  return  from  battle 
suffering  from  mental  health  problems, 
a  study  says. 

Meanwhile,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  soldiers  likely  will  need  mental  health 
screening  or  treatment,  according 
to  a  report  recently  presented  to  the 
Congressional  Committee  on  Oversight 
and  Government  Reform. 

Resources  compiled 

A  task  force  of  the  United  Methodist 
boards  of  Church  and  Society  and 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  has 
compiled  resources  to  help  congregations 
reach  out  to  service  members  in  their 
churches  and  communities. 

Among  the  resources  is  an  article 
from  the  Rev.  John  Morris,  deputy 
state  chaplain  of  the  Minnesota  Army 
National  Guard. 

"The  road  home  from  war  is  longer, 
steeper  and  often  more  challenging 
than  the  road  to  war  for  most  soldiers 
and  their  families,"  Morris  writes  in 
"Beyond   the  Yellow  Ribbon:  How 


Churches  Can  Help  Soldiers  and  Their 
Families  Readjust  After  Combat."  The 
article  is  available  at  http://www.gbhem. 
org/chaplains/mltchapguideltem.asp? 
item_id=68. 

Also  included  are  liturgies  written 
by  the  Rev.  Laura  J.  Bender,  a  Navy 
chaplain,  to  send  soldiers  off  to  war  and 
welcome  them  back  home.  (See  related 
story  below. 

Chaplains  and 
deployed  pastors 

Recognizing  that  chaplains  and 
deployed  pastors  are  among  those 
needing  denominational  and  con- 
gregational support,  the  packet  includes 
guidelines  for  bishops,  cabinets, 
chaplains  and  congregations  in  case  of 
the  mobilization  and  deployment  of 
guard  and  reserve  pastors. 

Approximately  400  UM  pastors  are 
currently  serving  as  military  chaplains. 

Chaplains  and  pastors  are  both 
spiritual  care  providers  and  ministers. 
Both  are  ordained  and  connected  to 
annual  (regional)  conferences. 

Chaplains  retiring  from  military 
service  often  encounter  problems 
returning  to  local  congregations.  At  the 


U.S.  soldiers  return  home  following  deployment  to  Iraq.  The  needs  of  service 
members  leaving  for  and  returning  from  the  Middle  East  is  the  focus  of  a  UM  task 
force  of  military  chaplains.  (UMNS  photo  by  Staff  Sgt.  Chris  Farley) 


same  time,  congregations  don't  always 
know  how  to  deal  with  pastors  suddenly 
called  away  from  the  pulpit  for  extended 
periods.  Questions  arise  around 
pensions,  housing,  appointments  and 
family  and  emotional  issues. 

Burdens  and  challenges 

Since  Sept.  11,  2001,  the  number 
and  length  of  deployments  have 
increased  the  burdens  on  families  and 


New  liturgies  provide  comfort  and  support 


By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert  * 

UMNS  -  Duty  places  a  heavy 
burden  on  military  service  members, 
and  warriors  need  to  feel  their  faith 
community  shares  that  burden  with 
them,  says  a  Navy  chaplain  who  has 
served  in  Iraq. 

The  needs  of  service  members 
leaving  for  and  returning  from  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  is  the  focus  of  a  task  force 
formed  by  the  United  Methodist  boards 
of  Church  and  Society  and  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

As  part  of  that  effort,  the  Rev.  Laura 
J.  Bender,  a  Navy  chaplain,  has  written 
two  liturgies  for  congregations  to  use 
in  services  to  bless  the  deploying 
soldier  and  welcome  home  the 
returning  warrior. 

In  both  liturgies,  the  service  member 
hears  and  receives  words  of  support 
and  love  while  standing  before  the 
congregation. 

"I  think  having  people  come  before 
the  congregation  and  having  the 
congregation  send  them  out  is  saying, 
'We  know  this  is  difficult,  we  know  you 
leave  behind  your  whole  life.  We  will 
help  you  carry  that  burden  while  you 
go  off  to  do  what  your  country  asks  you 
to  do,'"  Bender  said. 

Bender  was  among  active  and  retired 


military  chaplains  who  met  in  February 
in  Nashville  with  staff  members  from 
the  two  United  Methodist  agencies  to 
find  ways  to  teach  and  encourage  the 
church  to  welcome  and  support  service 
members  and  their  families. 

At  that  meeting,  the  Rev.  Dale  White 
said  churches  should  think  of  military 
chaplains  as  missionaries. 


"We  have  a  unique  way  of  presenting 
God  to  an  audience  of  1 8-to-22-year- 
olds,"  said  White,  who  was  a  chaplain 
for  a  Marine  unit  in  Iraq  for  14 
months. 

"We  bring  them  God-many  of  them 
for  the  first  time." 

See  "Military  support,  "page  6 


A  Blackhawk  helicopter  lands  to  extract  soldiers  near  Tall  Afar,  Iraq.  A  study  says  a  significant 
number  of  soldiers  deployed  to  Iraq  or  Afghanistan  will  return  home  with  mental  health 
problems.  (UMNS  photo  by  Staff  Sgt.  Jacob  N.  Bailey) 


churches.  Mobilization  for  active  duty 
and  deployments  are  ranging  from  90 
days  to  1 8  or  more  months. 

The  deployments  create  challenges 
for  church  leadership  and  congregations 
along  with  reintegration  issues  for 
families  and  churches  due  to  post- 
traumatic stress  from  combat  or 
prolonged  separation. 

Guidelines  provided  by  the 
endorsing  agency  look  at  questions 
such  as:  Does  mobilization  change  a 
pastor's  relationship  with  the  annual 
conference?  How  long  may  a  chaplain 
be  mobilized?  Should  the  family  be 
allowed  to  live  in  the  parsonage  if  the 
pastor  is  deployed? 

The  guidelines  also  suggest  ways  to 
care  for  families  and  pastors  at  each 
stage  of  mobilization  and  deployment. 

"The  church  can  provide  a  very 
unique  ministry  in  helping  combat 
veterans  and  their  families,"  Morris 
said.  "With  understanding  comes  the 
opportunity  to  minister." 


*  Kathy  Gilbert  is  a  UM  News 
Service  news  writer. 


For  More 
Information 

Collection  of  resources  on 
Military  Ministry  Assistance 
http://www.gbhem.org/ 
chaplains/mltchapguide.asp 

General  Board  of  Discipleship 
http://www.gbod.org/worship 
Click  on  "Worship  resources  for 
times  of  crisis" 

National  Military  Family 
Association  -  Resources 
http://www.nmfa.org 
and  click  on  "Links" 
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Military  support  resources  for  churches  continued  from  page  5 


Bender  agrees  and  says  churches  also 
should  hold  a  service  to  send  chaplains 
out  as  missionaries,  recognizing  that 
they  "represent  more  than  themselves." 

Long  road  home 

Military  members  are  not  war 
mongers,  she  said;  in  fact,  they  least 
desire  to  be  in  battle  because  they  have 
the  most  to  lose. 

"It  makes  a  difference  to  them 
that  their  faith  community  upholds 
them  even  when  at  times  they  don't 
uphold  the  reason  they  are  fighting," 
Bender  said. 

Congregations  need  to  know  the 
journey  home  from  war  doesn't  end 
when  a  soldier  steps  through  the  front 
door.  Processing  their  war  experiences 
can  take  many  years. 

Bender  served  at  a  field  hospital  in 
Iraq  and  recalls  talking  with  a  wounded 
19-year-old  soldier  struggling  to  come 
to  terms  with  a  battlefield  decision. 


For  More  Information 

An  Order  for  Blessing  Service 
Members  Deploying  for  War 
www.gbhem.org/chaplains 
mltchapguideltem.asp?item_id=79 

An  Order  for  Welcoming  Service 
Members  Returning  from  War 
www.gbhem.org/chaplains/ 
mltchapguideltem.asp?item_id=80 
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The  young  soldier  and  three  other 
19-year-olds  in  his  troop  had  been 
attacked  by  two  Iraqis.  Each  Iraqi  held 
a  little  girl  in  front  of  him  as  a  shield. 

"I  asked  him  what  he  did,  and  he 
said  he  did  what  his  training  had  taught 
him  to  do.  That  meant  he  killed  all 
four,"  she  said. 

"But  it  also  meant  he  saved  the  lives 
of  the  three  other  19-year-olds  that 
were  with  him." 

Bender  was  thinking  of  that  young 
man  and  many  others  while  writing  "An 
Order  for  Welcoming  Service  Members 
Returning  from  War." 

In  the  service,  the  pastor  shares  that 
Jesus  had  compassion  on  a  man  who 
called  himself  Legion  because  he  was 
haunted  by  so  many  disturbing  spirits. 

The  service  goes  on  to  say:  "As 
you  return  to  us  today,  we  want  you 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  leave 
behind  what  is  past  and  accept  for 
yourself   the    healing    and  comfort 


By  Vicki  Brown  * 

UMNS  -  After  more  than  two  years 
of  study,  a  commission  has  issued  its 
final  report  on  its  work  to  clarify  the 
ordering  of  ministry  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  recommends 
four  more  years  of  study  by  the  church. 

The  Study  of  Ministry  Commission 
report  lays  the  groundwork  for  the 
church  to  reflect  further  on  the 
theological,  ecclesial  and  practical 
groundings  of  its  system  of  lay,  licensed 
and  ordained  ministry. 


that  God  alone  can  provide." 

In  "An  Order  for  Blessing  Service 
Members  Deploying  for  War,"  the 
congregation  promises  to  remember 
the  departing  service  member  with 
prayer,  uphold  them  with  encouraging 
communication  and  surround  their 
loved  ones  in  a  community  of  care 
and  support. 

"We  as  a  nation 
send  people  to  war 
and,  even  if  they 
pull  the  trigger,  we 
actually  pull  the 
trigger,"  Bender 
says.  "Until  the  day 
we  say  we  are  not 
going  to  war,  we 
are  still  all  liable  for 
what  happens." 

Bender  hopes 
the  two  liturgies 
ease  some  of  the 
pain     for  service 


"We  have  proposed  a  new  vision 
for  the  ordering  of  set-apart  ministry," 
said  the  Rev.  Mary  Ann  Moman,  a 
commission  member  and  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Division  of 
Ordained  Ministry  within  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

"We  believe  conversations  are  needed 
throughout  the  church  to  anticipate 
some  of  the  consequences  of  following 
the  road  map  we  have  set  out." 

Created  by  the  2004  General 
Conference,  the28-membercommission 
sought  to  address  ambiguity  in  the 
denomination's  understanding  of  lay, 
licensed  and  ordained  ministry.  The 
recommendations  will  be  reported  at 
the  2008  General  Conference. 

The  commission  has  submitted  a 
resolution  to  General  Conference  asking 
that  its  report  be  referred  to  the  church 
for  ongoing  study  and  conversation 
through  the  2009-2012  quadrennium 
"for  the  purpose  of  clarifying  the  vision 
and  building  consensus." 

Eight  recommendations 

The  49-page  report  makes  eight 
recommendations  about  the  ordering 
of  ministry,  including  separation 
of  ordination  from  full  conference 
membership. 

The  final  report  is  available  at 
the  web  site:  www.gbhem.org/ 
studyofministry/index.html. 

The  commission  also  recommends 
doing  away  with  the  practice  of 
commissioning. 

It  describes  commissioning  as 
"poorly  developed  intermediate  steps" 
-  and  simply  ordaining  deacons  and 


members  and  helps  congregations  offer 
the  comfort  and  assistance  that  often 
is  desperately  needed  by  soldiers  and 
military  veterans. 

"When  I  was  in  seminary  in 
Washington  D.C.  in  the  '80s,  I 
volunteered  for  a  local  soup  kitchen 
and  the  vast  majority  of  the  homeless 
in  the  shelters 
were  Vietnam 
veterans,"  she  said. 
"I  am  afraid  without 
intervention,  we 
are  making  a  whole 
new  generation 
of  homeless  —  of 
people  that  don't  feel 
welcome  anywhere." 

*  Kathy  Gilbert  is  a 
United  Methodist 
News  Service  news 
writer  based  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 


elders  when  candidates  have  met  basic 
requirements. 

In  addition,  the  commission  calls 
for  all  current  associate  members  to 
be  eligible  for  ordination  as  elder 
and  conference  membership  in  full 
connection.  The  category  of  associate 
member  would  be  discontinued. 

Because  nearly  one-third  of  all  pastors 
are  presiding  over  the  sacraments 
of  baptism  and  Holy  Communion 
without  ordination,  the  commission 
proposes  expanding  the  range  of  those 
who  qualify  for  ordination  as  elder. 

Even  with  this  expansion,  the 
commission  recognizes  there  may  be 
times  when  circumstances  demand 
"extraordinary  ministry"  -  a  term 
borrowed  from  Methodism  founder 
John  Wesley. 

Thus,  the  commission  proposes  that 
bishops  may  grant  local  sacramental 
authority  in  the  place  of  appointments 
to  those  who  are  not  ordained  elder,  but 
are  approved  by  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  and  appointed  by  the  bishop. 

The  commission  has  not  approved 
any  changes  in  voting  rights  or 
General  Conference  representation  of 
local  pastors. 

"We  believe  the  church  should 
wresde  with  the  possibilities  of  the 
proposed  road  map  before  making  such 
changes,"  the  report  says. 

The  commission  plans  to  develop  a 
study  guide  for  use  in  local  churches  to 
further  churchwide  discussion. 

*  Vicki  Brown  is  an  associate  editor  and 
writer  in  the  Office  of  Interpretation, 
United  Methodist  General  Board  oj 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 


important 
resources  don't 
have  barcodes. 

.At  Cokesbury,  we're  not  just  a 
source  for  products.  We  are  people 
driven  by  3  mission  to  support 
the  preaching,  teaching  and  witness 
of  God's  unconditional  grace.  And 
we're  ready  to  serve  your  ministry  " 


llflffliiiiiii  i 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 

Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 

and  more 

Cokesbury 

Raleigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 


"We  as  a  nation 
send  people  to  war 
and,  even  if  they  pull 
the  trigger,  we  actually 
pull  the  trigger. 
Until  the  day  we  say  we 
are  not  going  to  war, 
we  are  still  all  liable  for 
what  happens." 

-The  Rev.  Laura  J.  Bender, 
Navy  chaplain 


Final  study  of  ministry  report  now  online 
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evaluating  and  building 


healthy 


There  once  was  a  community 
of  believers  so  devoted  to  Qod 
s*+  y\  Y\  £2  \  1  f\ V\  ^  that  their  life  together 
\^VJII\jKV^l^<^bl  was  charged,  literally, 

with  the  Spirit's  power  Qod's  Holy  Spirit. 

They  were  so  bold,  so  creative,  so  dynamic  that  folks 
simply  could  not  resist  them... could  not  resist  wanting  to  be 
in  their  fellowship,  wanting  to  know  their  message  and  be  a 
part  of  that  message.  In  fact  the  scripture  says  that  the  Lord 
of  the  Church  added  to  their  numbers  daily  those  who  were 
being  saved. 

Read  about  that  in  the  second  chapter  of  Acts... read  about 
it  not  as  someone's  past  history  but  as  our  present  instruction 
and  encouragement. 

And  I  would  hope  folk  would  not  look  upon  this  section 
of  scripture  as  some  kind  of  a  previous  record  established  by 
someone  but  rather  a  present  possibility  that  Qod  wills  for 
our  churches  here  in  North  Carolina  today. 

I  would  say  with  a  fresh  eye  and  a 
fresh  heart  and  spirit  look  at  Acts  in 
the   second    chapter.    It  contains 
the     Qreat  Commandment, 
the  Qreat  Commission." 

~  Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Qwinn,  Jr. 


Focused 
spiritual 
formation 


Making 
disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ 


Centered 

in 
Christ 


Risk-taking 
mission  & 
ministry 


Page  8 


NC  Conference  Christian  Advocate 


September  2007 


Tools  for  developin 


They  devoted 
themselves  to  the 
apostles'  teaching 
and  fellowship,  to  the 
breaking  of  bread  and 
the  prayers. 

Awe  came  upon 
everyone,  because 
many  wonders  and 
signs  were  being  done 
by  the  apostles. 

All  who  believed  were 
together  and  had  all 
things  in  common; 
they  would  sell  their 
possessions  and  goods 
and  distribute  the 
proceeds  to  all,  as  any 
had  need. 

Day  by  day,  as  they 
spent  much  time 
together  in  the  temple, 
they  broke  bread  at 
home  and  ate  their 
food  with  glad  and 
generous  hearts, 
praising  God  and 
having  the  goodwill 
of  all  the  people. 

And  day  by  day  the 
Lord  added  to  their 
number  those  who 
were  being  saved. 

Acts  2:42-47 


Church  leaders  are  asked  to  engage  in  an  annual  study  of  the 
health  of  their  local  church.  This  study  has  several  components. 
These  tools  are  designed  to  help  identify  areas  where  a 
congregation  is  strong  and  areas  which  could  and  should 
be  stronger. 

Healthy  congregations  do  not  happen  overnight  or  with  one  assessment. 
Obtaining  the  excellence  for  which  God  calls  is  reached  over  time,  one 
goal  at  a  time. 

1.  Bible  Study: 

Church  leaders  and  small  groups  may  engage  in  a  four-week  Bible 
study  to  provide  a  scriptural  foundation  to  the  Healthy  Churches 
Assessment. This  Bible  study  should  be  completed  prior  to  beginning 
the  assessment.  After  the  initial  year,  additional  Bible  studies  will  be 
made  available. 

2.  Healthy  Churches  Assessment: 

Every  three  years,  church  leaders  will  complete  a  comprehensive 
assessment  of  the  church  relative  to  the  characteristics  identified  as 
healthy.  It  is  recommended  that  this  assessment  take  place  in  the 
summer  /early  fall. 

3.  Ministry  Action  Plan: 

The  Healthy  Churches  Assessment  will  result  in  a  Ministry  Action  Plan, 
or  MAP.  A  MAP  is  a  strategy  adopted  by  the  Church/Administrative 
Council  for  improving  the  health  and  effectiveness  of  the  church. 
The  Ministry  Action  Plan  tool  can  assist  leaders  in  developing  goals. 
MAPs  should  be  included  in  Charge  Conference  information.  Church 
leaders  are  asked  to  implement  two  to  four  MAPs  in  each  of  the  years 
between  the  full  assessment. 

The  documents  can  be  downloaded  from  www.nccumc.org  for  printing. 
Click  on  the  "Evaluating  and  Building  Healthy  Congregations"  option  on 
the  left  side  of  the  home  page. 


n  Every  Place" 


The  vision  and  mission  statement  of  the  Conference  Connectional 
Table  and  used  as  the  vision  for  the  North  Carolina  Conference  is: 

"Healthy  Congregations  and  Effective 
Leaders  in  Every  Place  Making  Disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  Transformation 
of  the  World." 

A  DVD  has  been  produced,  called  "In  Every  Place,"  to  show 
examples  of  best  practices  of  Radical  hospitality,  Passionate 
worship,  Spiritual  formation  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  and 
Risk-taking  ministry  and  mission  to  the  world. 

"In  Every  Place"...offers  examples  of  ministries  that  embody  these 
four  marks  of  a  healthy  congregation. 

This  DVD  can  be  shared  with  congregations,  probably  during 
Charge  Conferences,  to  show  examples  of  best  practices  and  serve 
as  an  introduction  to  the  Healthy  Congregations  tools. 
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Healthy  churches 


Continuing  to  do  what  has  already  been  done  means 
continuing  to  get  what  is  already  present.  With  risk- 
taking  mission  and  ministry  in  the  world,  everyone  does 
what  they  do  best,  but  no  one  is  ever  content  with  their 
response  to  God.  This  means  being  unafraid  to  embrace 
the  "new  and  untried"  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Individuals  in  a  local  church  group  can  complete  the 
assessment  and  use  it  to  identify  a  congregational  score 
that  leads  to  the  Ministry  Action  Plan. 

Ministry  action  plan: 
one  example 

Church  Councils  are  encouraged  to  develop  two  to  four 
Action  Plans  that  are  realistic  both  in  scope  and  expectation 
to  assist  leaders  in  developing  goals,  as  the  church  strives  to 
become  a  healthier  congregation. 

Remember:  If  the  goals  are  set  in  such  a  way  that  it  is 
impossible  to  reach,  the  process  becomes  discouraging 
and  wasteful  of  time  and  energy.  If  the  goals  are  set  in 
such  a  way  that  it  is  very  easy  to  reach,  the  process  fails 
to  produce  its  intended  results. 


Centered 
in  Christ 

Healthy  churches  and  its  members  are 
founded  on  the  person,  work  and  example 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Making  disciples 
of  Jesus  Christ 

Making  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  includes  the  practices 
of  naming  and  communicating  the  vision  of  the  local  church, 
and  radical  hospitality. 

Focused  spiritual  formation 

Focused  spiritual  formation  includes  passionate  worship, 
the  development  and  support  of  lay  leadership  and 
stewardship  of  money,  resources,  and  time. 

Risk-taking  mission  and 
ministry  to  the  world 

Risk-taking  mission  and  ministry  include 
interpreting  and  leading  change  and 
ability  to  grow  through  conflict. 


Example  Ministry  Action  Plan 

Area  for  Improvement: 

There  is  an  intentional  plan  for  assimilating  new  members  into  the  life 
of  the  congregation. 

Specific  Goals  of  this  Plan: 

Goal  1:  All  new  members  will  have  an  opportunity  to  participate  in 
a  six-week  Membership  Orientation  Class  -  on  Sunday  mornings 
from  9:45-10:45.  Class  sessions  will  be  repeated  at  least  twice 
each  year. 

Goal  2:  During  the  six-week  orientation  period,  a  church  member, 
or  church  family,  will  be  matched  with  potential  new  church 
members,  or  potential  new  church  families,  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  them  to  other  members,  answering  questions  about 
church  activities  and  ministries,  and  inviting  them  to  church 
activities. 

Goal  3:  Within  one-month  following  a  person's  membership  in  the 
church,  a  new  member  will  be  invited  to  a  social  event,  including 
at  least  6-8  other  church  members,  in  a  church  member's  home. 

Goal  4:  Within  six-months  following  a  person's  membership  in  the 
church,  a  new  member  will  have  an  opportunity  to  be  actively 
engaged  in  at  least  one  primary  place  of  service  in  the  church's 
congregational  or  community  ministry. 

Resources  Needed  to  Achieve  the  Goals 

Willing  congregation  leaders,  meeting  space,  interpretive  orientation 
materials. 

Measuring  Success 

Successful  achievement  of  the  goals  outlined  above  will  be  proven  if 
after  one  year,  all  new  members  joining  the  congregation  have  been 
included  in  the  activities  described  and  are  regularly  active  in  worship 
and  in  service  activity. 


Biblical  reflections  - 
a  four-week  study 

This  guide  is  offered  to  church  leaders  who  desire 
to  pray  and  meditate  upon  Holy  Scripture  as 
a  means  of  discerning  God's  will  as  it  relates  to 
living  fully  in  The  Body  of  Christ. 

The  format  for  the  Bible  study  guide  provides  a 
four-week  Bible  study  for  church  leaders.  If  the 
leadership  group  is  larger  than  twelve  (12),  it  is 
suggested  that  the  group  meetings  be  done  in 
several  small  groups,  none  of  which  is  larger  than 
twelve. 

Each  week,  beginning  with  Monday,  scripture 
is  offered  to  allow  church  leaders  to  reflect 
individually  upon  the  same  material.  Each  leader 
is  encouraged  to  take  notes  and  record  questions 
as  the  daily  scripture  relates  to  his  or  her  local 
church. 

Specific  study  questions  to  guide  the  entire  study 
group  are  provided  for  each  week's  evening's 
group  meeting. 

This  format  allows  each  church  leader  to  read 
and  pray  the  daily  scriptures  for  an  entire  week 
leading  up  to  the  group  meeting. 
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Change  sought  in  tone  of  General  Conference  to 
return  to  Holy  Conferencing  and  higher  expectations 


UMNS  -  United  Methodists  want 
to  change  the  tone  of  conversation  and 
debate  at  the  church's  top  legislative 
assembly  in  2008. 

Organizers  of  the  denomination's 
General  Conference,  which  meets 
April  23-May  2  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  have  endorsed  "Guidelines 
for  Holy  Conferencing  -  What  God 
Expects  of  Us"  as  a  blueprint  for  such 
conversation. 

The  guidelines  are  in  response  to 
long-held  concerns  that  the  General 
Conference  more  resembles  the  style  and 
conduct  by  secular  political  bodies. 

Instead,  leaders  hope  for  the  higher 
expectations  of  a  faith-focused  group, 
according  to  Bishop  Janice  Riggle 
Huie,  who  leads  the  Houston  Area  and 
is  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  set  of  10  principles  focuses 
on  respect,  civility  and  mutual 
understanding. 

Following  the  principles  also  helps 
ensure  that  diverse  voices  are  heard  in 
the  consideration  of  legislation  and 
resolutions. 

Following 
Wesley's  example 

Huie  pointed  out  that  John  Wesley, 
the  founder  of  Methodism,  believed 
in  the  use  of  Holy  Conferencing  as  an 
organizing  and  governing  principle. 

As  a  method  of  discerning  God's 
direction  for  the  church,  "Holy 
Conferencing  sets  United  Methodists 
apart  from  other  organizations,"  she  said 
in  a  letter  introducing  the  guidelines. 


"We  urge  all  who  are  involved  -  local 
congregations,  individual  writers  of 
petitions  and  resolutions,  members  of 
interest  groups  and  caucuses,  general 
agency  members,  and  delegates  -  to  grow 
into  the  spirit  of  Holy  Conferencing," 
Huie  said. 

"In  much  of  the  Western  world, 
results  are  measured  in  terms  of  winners 
and  losers,"  she  added. 

"Holy  Conferencing  does  not  work 
that  way.  It  focuses  on  discerning  where 
God  is  leading  us.  It  focuses  on  prayer, 
rational  and  respectful  conversation, 
and  a  belief  that  with  God,  all  things 
are  possible." 

Young  people 
lead  the  way 

Bishop  Sally  Dyck,  who  led  a  working 
group  that  refined  the  guidelines, 
credited  the  denomination's  young 
people  for  bringing  the  issue  to  the 
forefront. 

"Our  United  Methodist  young 
people  successfully  used  these  principles 
when  they  met  in  South  Africa  earlier 
this  year,"  she  said. 

"Their  example  is  a  lesson  for  the 
whole  church:  We  can  do  things 
differently,  respectfully  and  with  God 
in  the  forefront." 

Dyck,  who  leads  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference,  is  encouraging 
delegations,  caucus  groups,  authors 
of  petitions  and  resolutions,  general 
agencies  and  anyone  else  connected  to 
the  General  Conference  to  practice  the 
principles  of  Holy  Conferencing  leading 
up  to  and  during  the  conference. 


Church  Audio  Visual  Experts  that  care. 


Serving  the  NCCUMC  since  1988 
Site  Surveys  &  Design  Consultations 
System  Integration  &  Upgrades 
New  &  Demo  AV  Equipment  Sales 
On-Site  Staff  &  Volunteer  Training 
Automated  Lighting  &  AV  Controls 


EH 

C 

R 

Integrated 
Technologies 

it  MCR  Micro  Computer  fl 


00.407.7368 

Sales 
Rentals 
Installations 


www.mcr-it.com 


Visit  our  Cary,  NC  office 
next  to  Macedonia  UMC! 


...solutions  today  designed  for  tomorrow! 


NC  Conference  Delegate  Jeanne  Rouse  takes  communion  during  the  opening  of 
the  2004  General  Conference. 


Holy  Conferencing  Guidelines: 


Every  person  is  a  child  of  God.  Always  speak  respectfully.  One  can 
disagree  without  being  disagreeable. 

As  you  patiently  listen  and  observe  the  behavior  of  others,  be 
open  to  the  possibility  that  God  can  change  the  views  of  any  or  all 
parties  in  the  discussion. 

Listen  patiently  before  formulating  responses. 

Strive  to  understand  the  experience  out  of  which  others  have 
arrived  at  their  views. 

Be  careful  in  how  you  express  personal  offense  at  differing  opinions. 
Otherwise  dialogue  may  be  inhibited. 

Accurately  reflect  the  views  of  others  when  speaking.  This  is 
especially  important  when  you  disagree  with  that  position. 

Avoid  using  inflammatory  words,  derogatory  names  or  an  excited 
and  angry  voice. 

Avoid  making  generalizations  about  individuals  and  groups.  Make 
your  point  with  specific  evidence  and  examples. 

Make  use  of  facilitators  and  mediators. 


8. 

9. 
10. 


Remember  that  people  are  defined,  ultimately,  by  their  relationship 
with  God  -  not  by  the  flaws  we  discover,  or  think  we  discover,  in 
their  views  and  actions. 


WHO  MINISTERS  TO 

'WWW, 

MINISTERS  AMD 

« 

THOSE  THEY  SERVE? 

« 

We  Do! 
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J  : 

(828)963-4866 
www.hishighplaces.org 
Email:  hishighplace@skybest.com 

We  are  a  crisis  and  crossroads  Christ- 
centered  ministry  which  helps  those 
who  are  in  the  ministry  and  others  who 
are  hurting 

Short-term  one-on-one  intensives  in  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  North 
Carolina  and  Smith  Mountain  Lake,  Virginia.  The 
top  five  needs  addressed  at  His  High  Places 
are:  sexual  immorality,  depression,  inordinate 
anger,  marital  strife,  and  burnout  Our  speciality 
is  uncovering  root  causes  and  restoration  The 
founding  director  is  the  Rev.  Sam 
McMillan  who  was  a  United  Methodist  minister 
for  21  years  in  eastern  North  Carolina 


Six  chosen  to 
deliver  first  Young 
People's  Address 

UMNS  -  Six  United  Methodists 
ranging  in  age  from  1 5  to  28  have  been 
chosen  to  work  together  to  develop  and 
deliver  the  first  Young  People's  Address 
at  the  2008  General  Conference. 

The  speakers  will  give  a  45- 
minute  presentation  multi-layered 
with  multimedia  on  the  concerns, 
hopes  and  dreams  of  young  people  in 
the  church. 

The  2004  General  Conference  voted 
overwhelmingly  to  add  a  Young  People's 
Address  to  the  agenda  for  2008  and  also 
approved  creation  of  the  Division  on 
Ministries  with  Young  People. 
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Safe  Sanctuaries  workshops 
set  for  smaller  churches 


ME 


Workshops  are 
being  planned  to 
assist  smaller  churches 
with  adopting  and 
implementing  a  safe 
sanctuaries  policy  and 
procedures. 

The  free  workshops 
will  be  held  from  3-5 
pm  on  the  following 
dates  at  the  listed 
churches: 

•  Sept.  9,  Kenansville 
UMC,  Goldsboro 
District 

•  Sept.  16,  Scotland  Neck  UMC, 
Rocky  Mount  District 


for  Children 

Sanctuaries.  *S 


Reducin?  the  Risk 
of  Rbui?  in  the  Churth 


.  Sept.  23,  Vass  UMC, 

Sanford  District 
•  Oct.  28,  Helena 
UMC,  Durham  District 
Pre-registration  is 
not  required.  This 
workshop  will  address 
the  basics  of  safe 
sanctuaries  for  smaller 
churches  with  few  to 
no  children  only. 

Resources  to  assist 
with   safe  sanctuaries 
are  available  at:  http:// 
www.nccumc.org/child 
rnmin/safesanctuariesl.htm  and  in 
the  Conference  Media  Center. 


Oct.  6  UMM  Duke  Day  features 
message  from  Bob  Harris 


North  Carolina  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  will  be  gathering,  along 
with  sons  and  daughters,  to  watch  two 
old  ACC  tobacco  road  football  rivals 
— Duke  and  Wake  Forest. 

The  day  will  also  include  food  and 
fun,  listening  to  inspiring 
messages,  and  worship 
at  the  3rd  Annual  NC 
UMM  Duke  Day  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  6. 

Bob  Harris,  the  long 
time  radio  broadcaster 
for  Duke  basketball, 
football  and  baseball 
will  share  memories  and 
experiences  from  behind 
the  mike  during  Duke's  Final  Fours 
and  championship  games. 

Dr.    F.    Belton    Joyner,  author, 


Bob  Harris 


teacher  and  retired  conference  pastor, 
district  superintendent,  and  assistant 
to  the  bishop  will  close  the  service 
with  a  message  and  Service  of  Holy 
Communion. 

Buddy  Greene,  a  musician  and  singer 
from  First  UMC-Cary  is 
providing  music  for  the 
event. 

The  cost  is  $20  which 
includes  a  ticket  to  the  game, 
hamburger  or  hot  dogs 
and  drinks,  the  program 
and  more. 

Registration  is  required 
at     www.ncumm.org  so 
sufficient  tickets  and  food 
will  be  available  for  participants. 

A  commemorative  t-shirt  can  be 
ordered  on-line  only. 


Study  shows  decrease  in  elders, 
increase  in  deacons,  local  pastors 


UMNS  -  The  number  of  elders 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
dropped  2.25  percent  from  2000 
to  2005,  even  as  the  number  of 
local  pastors  and  deacons  increased, 
according  to  a  new  study  by  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

An  analysis  of  church  membership 
numbers  and  clergy  data  shows  754 
fewer  elders,  while  the  number  of 
deacons  increased  28  percent  from 
964  to  1,237,  and  the  number  of 
local  pastors  rose  31  percent  from 
5,088  to  6,660. 

"The  study  shows  the  dramatic 
changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
its  clergy  leadership,"  said  the  Rev. 


Mary  Ann  Moman,  an  executive  with 
the  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry  of 
the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

"Local  pastors  have  filled  a  critical 
need  for  leadership  in  many  of 
our  small-membership  churches," 
Moman  said. 

"It  may  be  time  for  the  church 
to  look  at  teams  of  pastors  assigned 
to  circuits.  This  could  mean  a 
local  pastor  would  be  assigned  to  a 
particular  church,  but  there  would 
also  be  an  elder  and  possibly  a  deacon 
on  a  circuit  ministry  team.  The  elder 
would  be  responsible  for  training, 
support,  supervision  and  would  have 
sacramental  responsibility  for  the 
membership  churches,"  she  said. 


United  Methodist  Women 
take  to  the  road  for  justice 


By  Yvette  Moore* 

UMNS  -  "The  things  I  take  for 
granted  in  my  life  are  not  afforded  to 
everybody.  How  could  we  not  know? 
I  didn't  know.  As  a  United  Methodist 
and  a  United  Methodist  Women 
member,  as  a  Christian,  we  need  to 
know.  It's  our  responsibility  to 
know.  Maybe  it's  been  out 
there  all  along.  Maybe  this  was 
my  time  to  listen,"  said  Donna 
Moore  after  participating  in  a 
UMW  seminar  in  August. 

Moore  was  one  of  more  than 
200  United  Methodist  Women 
who  traveled  into  communities  in  the 
Nashville,  TN  area  to  see  what  it  means 
to  be  homeless,  an  immigrant  or  without 
health  care  as  part  of  the  "For  Christ's 
Sake,  Turn  the  World  Upside  Down" 
seminar. 

The  visits  were  an  extension  of 
workshops  held  throughout  the 
event  focusing  on  one  of  seven  issues: 
economic  justice,  health  care,  public 
education,  immigration,  community 
food  security,  environmental  justice  and 
militarism,  peace  and  national  security. 

"It  rocked  my  world,"  said  Moore 


after  a  day  of  visits  with  immigrants 
and  refugees. 

She  met  at  a  mosque  with  Kurdish 
women  from  Turkey  who  had  come  to 
the  U.S.  as  refugees  and  also  spoke  with 
Hispanic  women  at  a  local  immigrant 
advocacy  program. 

"The  Hispanic  women  had  an 
awesome  fear  of  being  separated 
from  their  families,"  Moore 
said.  "The  thing  that  struck  me 
was  their  patience,  their  stories 
and  how  they  need  advocates." 
"The  whole  idea  of  community 
visits  is  to  broaden  our  knowledge, 
to  go  beyond  ourselves  to  gain 
insights  and  listen  to  the  voices  of 
those  on  the  margins...,"  said  Elmira 
Nazombe,  executive  of  the  Women's 
Division,  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  administrative  arm  of  UMW. 

UMW  fosters  spiritual  growth, 
develops  leaders  and  advocates  for 
justice.  Members  give  more  than  $20 
million  a  year  for  programs  and  projects 
related  to  women,  children  and  youth 
in  the  US  and  around  the  world. 

*  Yvette  Moore  is  on  the  communications 
staff  for  United  Methodist  Women. 


Got  Wisdom? 

Discover  how  21st  century 
Christians  can  benefit  from 
the  wisdom  of  the  Old 
Testament 

VVisdom  Literature 

A  new  video-based  Bible  Study  from  everyone's 
favorite  Bible  teacher,  Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird. 

Ideal  for  Sunday  School  classes,  small  groups, 
whole  church,  or  individual  study. 

Designed  for  maximum  flexibility... choose  between 
individual  units  of  four  lessons  each  or  conduct  the 
entire  Wisdom  Literature  study  of  18  lessons. 

Included  in  this  wonderful  study  are  the  wisdom 
teachings  of  Job,  Ecclesiastes,  Ruth,  Jonah,  Esther 
and  Song  of  Solomon,  with  bonus  material  from 
Apocrypha  wisdom. 

Each  Efird  Bible  Study  kit  includes  high  quality 
DVD's,  5  participant  workbooks,  facilitator's  guide, 
5  Il"xl7"  posters,  and  promo  materials. 

Join  over  1,000  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed.. .60  day  full  money-back  refund 

Visit  our  web  site:  www.EfirdBibleStudies.com 
or  call  toll  free:  1-877-832-1417 


Other  studies  Include:  Genesis,  Psalms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans 
Revelation,  The  Passion  Narratives,  and  The  Birth  Narratives. 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

October  7,  2007 

Text:  Genesis  25: 1 9-34 
"Esau  and  Jacob  as  Rivals" 

It  is  hard  to  find  a  hero  or  a  heroine  in 
this  lesson.  The  parents  show  favoritism 
(the  father  Isaac  preferred  Esau — 
Genesis  25:28  and  the  mother  Rebekah 
preferred  Jacob — Genesis  25:28). 

The  brothers  cheat  on  each  other 
(Jacob  takes  advantage  of  his  brother — 
Genesis  25:29-33  and  Esau  throws  away 
the  family  heritage — Genesis  25:29- 
33).  This  is  not  the  finest  hour  in  the 
unfolding  story  of  God's  people. 

But  the  biblical  account  is  not 
primarily  about  how  wonderful  and 
faithful  people  are.  The  message  is  about 
how  wonderful  and  faithful  God  is. 

Take  a  look  at  verse  21:  "Isaac 
prayed  to  the  Lord... and  the  Lord 


granted  his  prayer..."  In  Hebrew,  the 
word  here  translated  "prayed"  and  the 
word  here  translated  "granted"  is  the 
same  word:  athar. 

Its  root  is  in  the  word  meaning 
"abundant,"  so  we  get  the  sense  of 
the  prayer  being  poured  out  with 
great  energy  and  great  passion  (great 
abundance)  and  we  get  the  sense  of  the 
fullness  with  which  God's  answers  the 
prayer  (with  great  abundance). 

This  scene  is  not  "business  as  usual." 
There  is  almost  desperation  in  Isaac's 
prayer;  there  is  an  overflow  of  mercy  in 
God's  answer. 

So,  is  this  all  God  has  with  which  to 
work?  Parents  who  love  one  child  more 
than  the  other,  a  brother  who  cheats, 
another  brother  who  ignores  family 
values — this  is  not  the  making  of  heroes 
and  heroines.  But  it  is  the  making  of  a 
place  for  the  grace  of  God. 

Apart  from  our  Lord,  which  major 
biblical  figure  appears  on  the  scene  with 
no  flaws? 

The  movement  of  God's  people  is 
a  herky-jerky  movement,  filled  with 


Shane  Claiborne  to  Speak 
at  Duke  Memorial  UMC 


Shane  is  the  author  of  the  book, 
The  Irresistible  Revolution.  From 
a  ten-week  stint  alongside  Mother 
Teresa  to  weeks  spent  in  Baghdad 
with  the  Iraq  Peace  Team,  Shane  is 
the  co-founder  of  The  Simple  Way 
in  inner  city  Philadelphia. 


www.thesimpleway.org 


He  will  speak  on: 

"Peace"     Saturday,  Sept.  22,  at  7:30  p.m. 

in  the  Soul  Cafe.  Admission  is  $5. 

"Resurrecting  the  Church"    Sunday,  Sept.  23 
at  10:55  a.m.  in  the  Sanctuary. 


Duke  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
504  W.  Chapel  Hill  Street,  Durham,  NC 

For  directions:  www.dukememorial.org 
For  more  information:  Call  (919)  683-3467  or 
Email:  franknewsome@dukememorial.org 


side  trips  of  selfishness  and  detours  of 
despair.  There  is  one  constant.  It  is  the 
magnetic  grace  of  God,  always  calling 
God's  people  back  to  faithfulness,  always 
inviting  God's  people  to  be  loved. 

In  an  odd  kind  of  way,  the  story  of 
the  rivalry  between  Esau  and  Jacob  is 
yet  another  story  of  a  God  who  does 
not  let  go  of  God's  people. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Urban  T.  Holmes  III  has  written 
(Ministry  and  Imagination,  Seabury 
Press):  "By  integrity  I  also  mean  that 
we  have  faced  ourselves,  that  we  have 
accepted  ourselves,  and  that  we  clearly 
have  faith  that  God  has  more  than  this 
present  self  in  mind  for  us.  It  is  in  the 
brokenness  and  wholeness  of  such  a 
person,  both  together,  that  God  can 
be  seen  working  when  we  are  willing 
to  share  that  person,  unashamedly  and 
explicitly,  as  a  child  of  God.  " 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "Loving  God,  You 
see  us  as  we  are  and  still  claim  us  as 
Your  own. . ." 


October  14,2007 

Text:  Genesis  27:41-28:22 
"Jacob's  Dream  at  Bethel" 

Ah!  What  a  lovely  scene!  Jacob  is 
out  sleeping  under  the  stars  (Genesis 
28:11).  The  quiet  of  the  evening  is, 
perhaps,  touched  by  the  stirring  of 
a  slight  breeze.  After  moving  all  day, 
Jacob  is  weary  and  he  is  ready  to  sleep 
(Genesis  28:1 1).  But  it  gets  better. 

Jacob  dreams,  and  the  dream  is  about 
angels  and  heaven  and  all  those  kinds  of 
spiritual  things  (Genesis  28:12). 

And  this  beautiful  dream  is  re- 
enforced  by  an  awareness  of  the  presence 
of  God  (Genesis  28:13). 

Not  only  that,  but  the  gracious  God 
makes  grand  promises  to  Jacob  (Genesis 
28:13-15).  What  could  be  better:  a 
restful  place,  a  comforting  dream,  and 
the  closeness  of  God! 

Boom!  Jacob  wakes  up  and  is 
overwhelmed  by  the  sheer  power  of  the 
moment.  He  is  afraid  (Genesis  28:17). 
(There  are  Hebrew  words  for  "afraid" 
that  suggest  shuddering  with  fear;  the 
word  here  means  a  reverential  fear  that 
comes  from  being  awestruck.) 
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What  is  so  shocking?  Dreams  were 
not  uncommon.  So,  the  dream  would 
not  be  so  shocking.  Even  though  Jacob 
had  evidently  not  been  a  particularly 
religious  man,  he  came  from  a  tradition 
that  claimed  God  could  be  present  with 
God's  people,  so  an  awareness  that  God 
was  close  by  would  not  be  so  shocking. 

What  appears  to  be  shocking  to  Jacob 
is  the  realization  that  this  ordinary  place 
where  he  just  happened  to  bed  down 
for  the  night  was  where  God  lived  ("the 
house  of  God"  Genesis  28:17).  He 
had  stumbled  upon  the  gate  to  God 
(Genesis  28:17)! 

What  does  this  mean  for  us? 
Consider:  God  is  present  in  the  check- 
out line  of  the  supermarket.  Consider: 
God  is  present  in  the  Friday  night  crowd 
at  high  school  football.  Consider:  God 
is  present  as  you  hold  in  your  hand  this 
issue  of  The  North  Carolina  Conference 
Christian  Advocate. 

That's  the  shocking  thing  for 
Jacob  and  for  us:  God  shows  up  in 
the  ordinary  places — cathedral  and 
cave,  hovel  and  hacienda,  star-lit  and 
street  light. 

Come  to  think  of  it,  the  Word 
became  flesh  and  lived  among  us  (John 
1:14).  That's  God  in  some  pretty 
ordinary  places! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Mine  Eyes  Have  Seen  the  Glory 
(Oxford  University  Press),  Randall 
Balmer  has  written:  "...the  gospel  is 
tactile  and  visceral,  incarnate,  the  very 
characteristic  we  celebrate  in  Holy 
Communion.  Blessed  are  the  present, 
Jesus  seems  to  be  saying  throughout  the 
New  Testament,  Blessed  are  the  present, 
for  they  are  here,  and  not  absent." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  here 
and  now..." 


October  21,2007 

Text:  Genesis  29:21-35 
"Jacob  and  Rachel" 

It  was  January  1960  and  a  light  snow 
was  falling  in  northern  New  Jersey. 
The  evening  lights  of  the  village  of 
Hopatcong  glistened  off  the  soft  white 
blanket  that  now  covered  the  rolling 
hills  of  Sussex  County.  Few  cars  traveled 
the  winter  streets  so  there  was  a  calm 
and  a  quiet  to  the  night  air. 

All  in  all,  it  was  a  romantic  scene  so 
Toni  and  walked  hand  in  hand  to  the 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 
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Peru 

The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  (UMCOR)  is  responding 
to  the  massive  earthquake  that  leveled 
several  cities  in  Peru  Aug.  15,  with 
offers  of  aid  to  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Peru  and  a  planned  grant  to  Action 
by  Churches 

Together,  the  international  relief 
alliance.  Aid  to  the  Peruvian  church 
is  likely  to  cover  an  array  of  initiatives, 
including  funding  to  address  immediate 
relief,  as  well  as  long-term  recovery 
needs  as  they  become  known,  and 
deployment  of  experienced  disaster 
response  personnel  who  can  help 
establish  priorities  and  means  for 
response.  Though  the  quake  disrupted 
telecommunications,  Action  by 
Churches  Together  has  mobilized  a 
response  team  in  the  region. 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Peru  and 
the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
share  a  special  covenant  relationship, 
begun  in  1990  with  visits  of  mission 
teams  and  volunteers. 

The  NC  Conference  is  talking 
with  Bishop  Jorge  Bravo  in  Peru 
about  how  to  best  assist  the  Peruvian 
Methodist  family. 

Consider  a  gift  to  assist  our  brothers 
and  sisters  in  Peru  as  they  struggle  in 
this  tragedy.  Donors  who  want  to 
contribute  to  the  recovery  in  Peru  may 
give  to  UMCOR  Advance  #982450, 
International  Disaster  Response; 
designate  Peru  Earthquake. 

Checks  and  gifts  can  be  placed  in  the 
Sunday  offering  or  mailed  to  UMCOR, 
PO  Box  9068,  New  York,  NY  10087. 
Please  include  the  church  name  and 
district  on  mailed  checks. 

Louisiana 

The  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Depot 
has  nearly  depleted  its  supply  of  flood 
buckets  in  the  wake  of  response  efforts 
in  Texas,  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  storm 
emergencies. 

UMCOR  seeks  help  from  churches 
and  individuals  to  shore  up  response 
supplies.  A  list  of  the  contents  can 
be  found  in  the  Relief  Supply  section 
of  www.umcor.org,  or  gifts  of  $45 
can  be  made  toward  the  purchase 
of  these  items. 

Checks  can  be  mailed  to  UMCOR, 
P.O.  Box  9068,  New  York,  NY  10087. 
Write  "Material  Resources,  Advance 
#901440"  on  the  check  memo  line 
and  mail  to  UMCOR,  P.O.  Box  9068, 
New  York,  NY  10087-9068,  Please 
include  the  church  name  and  district 
on  mailed  checks. 

japan 

The  Hiroshima  Nagarekawa  Church 
has  given  $100,000  to  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
for  mission  work  in  East  Asia. 

The  gift,  the  proceeds  from  the  sale 
of  property,  honors  the  late  Rev.  James 


William  Lambuth,  a  third  generation 
minister  and  missionary  who  organized 
the  Nagarekawa  church  -  now  part  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  Japan  - 
in  1887  and  also  started  three  Japanese 
Christian  schools,  one  in  Hiroshima. 

"We  are  humbled  and  thankful  for 
the  generosity  of  Nagarekawa  Church  in 
a  way  that  recalls  its  Methodist  heritage 
and  also  reminds  us  of  the  work  of  J.W 
Lambuth,"  said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day, 
the  board's  chief  executive. 

Board  officials  said  that  the 
gift  will  be  used  to  strengthen  the 
denomination's  mission  work  in  China, 
Japan,  Mongolia  and  Siberia,  although 


no  specific  projects  have  yet  been 
identified.  Mission  work  in  China, 
Japan  and  Siberia  has  historical  links  to 
Lambuth  family  members. 

Afghanistan 

United  Methodists  are  offering 
prayers  and  expressing  concern  about 
the  South  Korean  Christians  being  held 
hostage  in  Afghanistan. 

The  Taliban  kidnapped  23  members 
of  a  medical  volunteer  mission  trip 
July  19  in  Ghazni  province,  southwest 
of  the  capital  city  of  Kabul. 

The  group's  leader,  the  Rev.  Bae 
Hyung-kyu,  was  shot  to  death,  and 
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another  man,  Shim  Sung-min,  also 
was  executed  by  the  Taliban,  which  is 
threatening  to  kill  the  remainder  of 
the  group  unless  jailed  comrades  are 
released.  Many  of  the  Korean  Christians 
being  held  are  women.  At  press-time, 
only  two  had  been  released.  An  August 
statement  from  directors  and  staff  of  the 
UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries  offered 
a  "fervent  prayer  for  the  safety  and  quick 
release"  for  all  of  the  hostages. 

Minnesota 

United  Methodists  offered  prayers, 
compassion  and  coping  resources  to 
those  affected  by  the  deadly  Interstate 
35W  bridge  collapse  in  August. 

A  half-page  advertisement  ran 
Aug.  8  in  the  Twin  Cities'  two  largest 
newspapers  to  remind  readers  that 
the  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  praying  with  them. 

The  ad  was  sponsored  by  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference  in 
collaboration  with  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  denomination's 
communications  agency. 

"As  we  mourn  those  whose  lives 
were  lost  in  this  tragedy... please  join 
me  in  prayer  for  all  concerned,"  said 
Minnesota  Bishop  Sally  Dyck. 

Compiled  from  UMNS  briefs. 


Adoptions 

The  Rev.  Robert  (Bobby) 
and  Margie  Dean,  (RO:  Pee 
Dee),  are  proud  to  an- 
nounce the  adoption  of 
their  children:  a  daughter, 
Sarah  Louise  (Airey),  born 
March  27;  and  a  son,  Micah 
Blue  (Buddy)  born  January 
8,  2003. 

Marriage 

Congratulations  to  the  Rev. 
Sylvia  Kohus  Duke  (GR: 
Warren  Chapel  and  Cypress 
Glen)  and  Skipper  Duke 
who  exchanged  wedding 
vows  on  July  25. 

Deaths 

MASSEY,  Dorothy,  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Gerald  R.  Massey 
(GO:  Retired.)  died  July  23. 
The  funeral  service  was 
held  Jury  25  at  Eureka  UMC 

BUFFALOE,  Bill,  husband 
of  the  Rev.  Janet  Buffaloe 
(Conference  Evangelist), 
died  July  29.  A  service  of 
Death  and  Resurrection  was 
held  in  Hamlet  on  Aug.  1. 


In  memory  of  Ruth  Lowery  Skinner 


Ruth  Lowery  Skinner,   88,  of 
Trenton,  NC,  died  on  February  22, 
2007,  after  several  years  of  declining 
health.  Ruth  was  born  in 
Jones  County  and  was  the 
eleven  thoffifteen  children 
of  John  Raymond  and 
Cattie    Gilbert  Lowery 
of  Trenton.  "Miss  Ruth" 
was  married  to  the  late 
Adron  Becton  Skinner  for 
almost  46  years  and  they 
settled  in  Jones  County. 

As  a  lifelong  member 
of  Shady  Grove  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  taught  the 
adult  Sunday  school  class  for  40  years 
and  sang  in  the  choir.  She  had  been 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Women  and  served  as  other  officers 
throughout  the  years.  Mrs.  Skinner 
also  taught  in  the  NC  public  schools 
for  35  years,  working  in  Hyde, 
Craven,  Pitt  and  Jones  counties; 
however,  most  of  her  teaching  was 
in  Jones  County. 

The  officiating  of  her  funeral  was 
by  two  Methodist  ministers,  Tim 
Nichols  and  Ray  Brooks,  and  she  was 
buried  in  the  Trenton  Cemetery. 

Miss  Ruth  loved  the  church  and 
her  church  family  who  had  been 
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October  adult  Bible  study  frompageiz 


home  of  the  county  register  of  deeds. 
I  gave  him  two  dollars  and  he  gave  me 
a  license  that  said  it  was  legal  for  Toni 
and  me  to  get  married. 

After  reading  the  story  of  how  Jacob 
had  to  work  so  many  years  in  order  to 
get  permission  to  marry  Rachel  (Genesis 
29:18,  27),  I  think  I  need  to  make  my 
story  a  bit  more  dramatic.  (How  about 
a  blizzard  with  eight  feet  of  snow,  our 
climbing  blindly  over  hills,  wandering 
through  directionless  woods,  and  then 
my  counting  out  the  forty  nickels  I 
had  carefully  saved  for  years  in  order  to 
marry  my  beloved?  That's  a  better  story, 
don't  you  think?) 

Any  way  you  slice  it,  the  whole 
experience  of  Jacob  and  Leah  and 
Rachel  seems  strange  to  our  twenty-first 
century  experience. 

I  don't  think  this  is  what  folks  have 
in  mind  when  they  demand  that  we 
use  a  biblical  model  for  marriage!  A 
threesome  arranged  by  the  father-in- 
law?  It  might  be  biblical  but  it  does  not 
seem  "biblical"! 

Even  though  Jacob  moved  easily  in 
the  world  of  conniving  and  bargaining 
(Genesis  25:31,  Genesis  29:15-18,  25), 
we  still  hurt  with  him  when  his  love  for 
Rachel  seems  thwarted  (29:25). 

He  might  not  be  the  picture  of 
moral  purity,  but  we  hate  to  see  him  so 
disappointed.  Love  should  have  its  way. 
Play  fair,  Uncle  Laban!  (Genesis  29:25) 

Life  is  not  always  fair.  (The  rain  falls 
on  the  righteous  and  the  unrighteous  - 


YAMAHA  CLAVINOVA  8  years  old. 
Records/all  instruments.  Was  $4000. 
Sell  $1450.  Women's  clergy  robes  for 
sale.  Rbyram@hbumc.org  for  pictures. 

SURF  CITY  -  New  3  bedroom 
townhouse,  second  row  on  Topsail 
Island.  Special  discounts  for  UMs! 
Contact  us  for  weekly  or  weekend 
rates.  Curtis  &  Lori  Campbell,  curtis. 
wc@charter.net 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.Tommy  and  JeanTunstall,  5273 
Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919- 
934-4401  orjeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min. 
NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 


TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433 
or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 


Matthew  5:45). 

In  this  week's  study  verses,  everyone 
has  disappointment:  Jacob  (delayed 
marriage),  Leah  (unloved  spouse), 
Rachel  (barren),  Laban  (loss  of 
two  daughters). 

Disappointment  is  part  of  life.  But 
the  message  is  that  God  walks  those 
paths  with  us.  (Genesis  29:31,  33, 
35).  The  lesson  ends  with  the  praise 
of  God  (Genesis  29:35).  That's  a 
happy  ending! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Bishop  Woodie  White  (Conversations 
of  the  Heart,  Abingdon  Press)  writes 
about  his  unwed  daughter's  giving  birth 
to  a  child:  "Through  my  disappoint- 
ment and  concern  will  flow  more  abun- 
dantly my  unending  love.  She  must  be 
assured  that  the  quality  of  my  love  for 
her  is  not  measured  by  what  she  does  or 
does  not  accomplish,  or  if  she  pleases  or 
displeases  me." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  full  journey 
of  life,  You  have  shown  me  how  to  love 
even  when  disappointed..." 

October  28, 2007 

Text:  Genesis  33: 1  - 1 1 

"Esau  and  Jacob  Reconciled" 

The  other  night  Toni  and  I  went 
to  a  restaurant  where  we  had  eaten 
several  times  before.  What  attracted 
us  was  a  huge  sign  out  front:  "New 
Management." 

Actually,  we  had  enjoyed  eating 
there  before,  but  we  wanted  to  see  what 
difference  "new  management"  made. 
(May  I  recommend  the  shrimp  and 
chicken  with  snow  peas?) 

We  expect  things  to  be  different  under 
new  management.  This  week's  lesson  is 
about  Esau  and  Jacob  deciding  to  live 
their  lives  under  new  management. 

Instead  of  being  controlled  by 
jealously,  resentment,  and  cheating,  they 


Let's  Sail  the... 

Eastern  Mediterranean 
and  Greek  Isles 

July  16  -  26,  2008 

Board  Royal  Caribbean's  Splendor  of  the  Seas 
for  a  7  night  cruise  from  Venice  to  Dubrovnik 
and  Corfu.  Thrill  to  the  astounding  ruins  in 
Ephesus  and  relax  in  Santorini  before  returning  to 
Venice.  Enjoy  a  2  night  pre-tour  in  Venice. 

Register  Early  &  Save.  Space  is  limited 
-  Call  today  for  more  information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  a 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


turn  their  lives  over  to  reconciliation 
and  forgiveness. 

Instead  of  being  managed  by  a  fear 
and  hatred  of  one  another,  they  embrace 
and  weep  and  re-establish  a  relationship 
(Genesis  33:4). 

Esau  probably  gets  the  credit  for  this 
time  of  renewal  for  the  brothers.  It  is  he 
who  took  the  lead  in  breaking  down  the 
barriers  of  broken  memories  (Genesis 
33:4). 

But  there  is  no  signal  in  these 
verses  that  Esau  pranced  around 
wanting  acclaim  for  his  generous  act  of 
forgiveness. 

Forgiveness  is  not  about  proving 
who  is  right;  it  is  about  taking  away  the 
destructive  power  of  anger.  Forgiveness 
provides  an  opportunity  to  open  up 
under  new  management! 

Victims  of  abuse  have  taught  us  that 
forgiveness  does  not  take  the  place  of 
justice  and  restitution.  In  a  sense,  when 
a  victim  forgives  the  perpetrator,  the 
victim  regains  control  of  his  or  her  life. 
If  I  have  forgiven  you,  you  no  longer 
control  me. 

One  of  the  interesting  background 
parts  of  this  story  of  forgiveness  is  how 
Joseph  (son  of  Rachel,  Jacob's  favorite 
wife)  appears  on  the  scene  (Genesis 
33:2).  Joseph  is  tucked  away  at  the  back 
of  the  retinue,  theoretically  safe  from 
the  expected  onslaught  of  Esau's  men. 

Next  week  we  shall  study  the  account 
of  how  Joseph's  half-brothers  resented 
how  Joseph  was  favored. 

That  text  will  start  the  lessons  that 
lead  up  to  Joseph's  decision  on  whether 
or  not  to  forgive  his  brothers  (Genesis 
45:5,  11).  Hmmm,  I  wonder  where  he 
learned  about  forgiveness.  Maybe  from 
Uncle  Esau? 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Desmond  Tutu  has  written  (No 
Future  Without  Forgiveness,  Image 
Books  by  Doubleday):  "True 
reconciliation  exposes  the  awfulness, 
the  abuse,  the  pain,  the  degradation,  the 
truth.  It  could  even  sometimes  make 
things  worse.  It  is  a  risky  undertaking, 
but  in  the  end  it  is  worthwhile,  because 
in  the  end  dealing  with  the  real  situation 
helps  to  bring  real  healing." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Hear  my  prayer,  forgiving 
God;  teach  me  forgiveness,  forgiving 
God;  give  me  a  new  beginning,  forgiving 
God..." 
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4       Board  of  Mission-Clergy 
Care  Committee,  UM 
Building;  10am-noon 

8  Conference  UMW  Executive 
Committee  Meeting; 
9:30am;  Westover  UMC; 
Raleigh 

9  Legacy  Building  Sunday 

1 1      Bishop's  Day  Apart,  Nash- 
ville UMC;  9:30am-3pm 

14-16  Mother  Child  Retreats 
(Camp  Don  Lee) 

1 9-21  Duke  Seminar  for  Full 
Connection/Ordination 

20     Raleigh  District  Clergy  Day 
Apart  "Vision-Casting  for  an 
Equipping  Church"  seminar; 
9am-4pm,  White  Plains 
UMCCary 

27-  28  Trends  in  Modern  Church 

Architecture:  The  Artistry 
and  Greening  of  Our 
Churches;  Renaissance 
Suites  Hotel,  Charlotte- 
sponsored  by  The  Duke 
Endowment 

28-  29  Convocation  on  Black 

Church;  Hay  Street  UMC, 
Fayetteville 

October  2007 


4-6 


6 


Probationary  Retreat  (2nd 
year  PMs),  Church  of  the 
Resurrection,  Leawood,  KS 


United  Methodist 
Retirement  Home  Bazaar 

-  Cypress  Glen 

12  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Meeting;  2  pm;  Methodist 
University;  Fayetteville 

1 3  Conference  UMW 
Annual  Meeting 

14-1 9  NC  Five  Day  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation;  Trinity 
Center;  Salter  Path,  NC 

1 5      Duke  Probationary  Seminar 
(for  persons  seeking 
commissioning) 

1 8      MERCI  Board  Meeting 

27     United  Methodist 

Retirement  Home  Bazaar 

-  Croasdaile  Village 

30     Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence  Seminar, 
"Shifting  to  a  Culture  of 
Equipping,"  9am-4pm, 
St.  Marks  UMC,  Raleigh 


For  more  information,  visit 
www.nccumc.org  and  click  on 
"Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the  page. 
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The  group  danced  a  two-step  around  the  common  well  after  each 
learning  session. 

A  new  approach 

to  the  tradition  of  VBS 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Laurinburg,  tried  a  new 
approach  to  Vacation  Bible  School  this  year.  Instead  of  the  traditional 
multi-day  method,  a  one  day  all  inclusive  festival  was  offered  to  the 
public. 

The  festival  was  set  up  outside  as  a  one  entrance  village,  a  small 
scale  "Old  Salem"  set  in  Bible  Times.  It  was  open  the  public  and 
participants  came  and  went  as  families  enjoyed  the  festivities 
including  free  Bible  time  food. 

Children  were  given  shekels  (tokens)  to  spend  at  craft  shops.  Shops 
included  various  crafts  and  activities  from  making  bread  which  was 
sold  in  the  Farmer's  Market  to  making  rope  which  was  used  to  make 
sandals  for  each  participant  in  the  Sandal  Making  Shop. 

At  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  Hebrew  School  was  held  in  the  village 
Synagogue  where  children  learned  to  read,  write  and  speak  a 
few  Hebrew  words.  The  children  also  learned  a  Bible  Time 
History  lesson. 

On  the  hour,  the  Shofar  was 
blown  to  gather  the  people  to  the 
center  of  the  village  for  a  live  drama 
which  got  the  town  people  asking, 

Who  is  this  man,  Jesus?"  Other 
times  during  the  day,  children's  Bible 
time  games  were  played  in  the  village 
center. 

The  event  encouraged  family 
participation  versus  age  group 
rotation  and  invited  the  whole 
public  to  interact  in  a  Christian 
environment.  It  also  allowed  working 
parents  to  participate  without  the 
night  time  schedule. 

The  festival  was  a  vision  of  how  a 

modern  day  community  can  become  (L  t0  R)             Colmen  and 

.         .      ...      i  ,     .      ,  Emily  Davis  showed  off  the 

one  in  Christ  while  celebrating  the  ,  .  ■ 

&  sandals  they  made  at  the 

history  of  the  faith  and  sharing  the   shoemaker's  Shop. 
Good  News. 


Benson  Memorial  UMC  -  Raleigh 

Artists  from  Benson  Memorial  UMC  in  Raleigh  created  paintings  to  decorate  the  partitions  used 
to  create  family  living  spaces  within  their  fellowship  hall  for  the  weeks  they  host  Wake  Interfaith 
Hospitality  Network  participants.  WIHN  is  a  county-wide  partnership  providing  transitional 
housing,  counseling,  and  resources  for  homeless  families.  Pictured  are:  (L-R)  Diane  Rees  (WIHN 
Coordinator  who  promoted  the  project),  Carla  McKinney,  Anne  Jenkins,  Penny  Tate,  Jerry  Lee,  and 
Patsy  Skinner. 


Swansboro  UMC  -  Swansboro 

Each  year  the  Swansboro  United  Methodist  Men  (SUMM)  offer  $500  scholarships  to  each  applicant/ 
High  School  graduate  who  has  been  an  active  member  of  Swansboro  UMC  and  will  be  a  full-time 
college  student  in  the  upcoming  school  year.  SUMM  raise  funds  to  support  this  and  many  othei 
missions  by  cooking  and  selling  their  world  famous,  oil  roasted,  lightly  salted  gourmet  peanuts.  Lasi 
year,  they  sold  nearly  1 7,000  pounds — both  locally  and  globally,  including  nearly  all  states,  countries 
overseas,  and  to  U.S.  Service  personnel  in  war  and  conflict  zones. 

2007  Recipients  of  SUMM's  Scholarships  and  their  college  of  choice  are:  Zachary  Feutz  (Coasta 
Carolina  Community  College),  Joshua  Martin  (Pitt  Community  College),  James  Wax  (ECU),  J.  Sharpe 
Williams  (UNC_W),  Claire  Weidman  (UNC_CH),  Laina  Henriksen  (Appalachian  State  U),  and  Nich 
Pratt  (ECU).  Pictured  are  the  graduates  who  attended  the  2007  scholarship  dinner  along  with  theii 
families/guests,  Louisa  Ringo  -  SUMC  Senior  High  Sunday  School  Teacher  and  Lindsay  Norris  -  2006 
SUMM  scholarship  recipient  and  guest  speaker  for  the  evening. 
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by  KaH  Zorowski 


YOUTH  THINK  I'M  NOTHING 
AN  OLD  FOSSIL,  D0HT  THEY? 


PREACHER,  I  BET  YOU  D0NTT  EVEN 
KNOW  WHAT  A  TEXTME55AGE\S.. 


YEAH...  AND  THEN  YOU  RE0ORV 
IT  ON  g-TRAGK  TAPE...  RIGHT? 


WELL,  IT'S  BECAUSE  YOU 
VONtT  UNDERSTAND  THE 
WORLD  THEY  LIVE  IN. 


SUREID01  I  OPEN  THE 
BIBLE,  READ  THE  TEXT, 
AND  THEN  PREACH  MY 


\  HAVE  TO...  THEY  QUIT 
MAKING  SPARE  PARTS 
FOR  MY  REEL  TO  REEL  • 


Copyright  2007  Karl  A  Zorowski  AN  rights  reserved.  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com. 
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Pastors  learn  of  expected 
growth  in  NC,  encouraged 
to  lead  healthy  lives 


By  Bill  Norton  * 

Clergy  were  encouraged  by  a  Raleigh 
businessman  to  engage  the  laity  to 
lead  and  were  introduced  to  a  Clergy 
Health  Initiative  during  the  morning 
and  afternoon  sessions  of  the  Bishop's 
Day  Apart,  held  Sept.  1 1  at  Nashville 
UMC. 

The  Bishop's  Day  Apart  is  an  annual 
event  for  clergy  to  gather  for  prayer, 
ministry  study  and  reflection,  and  to  be 
in  dialogue  around  common  interests. 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  who  presided  at 
the  event,  opened  the  day  with  prayer 
and  encouraged  those  present  to  be  "in 
covenant  with  one  another  during  this 
Day  Apart." 

To  assess,  to  equip, 
to  support 

Irene  Brownlee,  executive  director  for 
the  Academy  for  Leadership  Excellence, 
presented  updates  on  the  Academy. 
She  used  a  passage  from  Jeremiah  and 
a  film  showing  a  potter  molding  clay 
to  assist  clergy  present  in  reflecting  on 
their  ministry.  As  a  visual  of  the  potter 
working  was  shown,  she  asked  "what 
words  come  to  mind?" 
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Some  of  the  words  offered  were 
"solidarity,"  "fluid,"  "messy,"  "building 
up,"  "ever  changing,"  and  "visionary." 

"You  have  used  words  that  talk  about 
leadership,"  she  said,  and  talked  about 
how  leadership  relates  to  the  Academy's 
mission  "to  assess,  to  equip,  and  to 
support.. .to  help  people  moving  into 
new  church  situations  and  transforming 
congregations." 

For  every  two  people, 
there  will  be  three 

Don  Curtis,  CEO  of  Curtis  Media 
Group  and  a  member  of  Edenton  Street 
UMC  in  Raleigh,  suggested  during 
the  morning  session  that  churches 
use  the  insights  from  community 
demographic  studies  to  enable 
congregational  growth. 

Curtis  Media  Group  owns  19  radio 
stations  in  North  Carolina,  including 
WPTF  in  Raleigh.  Don  Curtis  and  his 
wife,  Barbara,  presented  a  $1  million 
challenge  grant  at  the  2007  Annual 
Conference  for  the  Academy  for 
Leadership  Excellence. 

"One  of  the  challenges  of  the  ch  urch 
is  to  understand  the  problems  we 
have  and  engage  the  laity  to  solve  the 
problems  with  the  clergy,"  Curtis  said. 


William  Holliday  (center)  talks  with  Don  Curtis  (left)  following  the  morning 
session  of  the  Bishop's  Day  Apart.  Paul  Stallsworth  (right)  waits  to  talk  with  Curtis. 
(Photos  by  Bill  Norton) 


In  talking  about  changes  in  North 
Carolina,  he  said  in  the  next  20  years 
the  state  would  grow  by  four  million 
people.  "For  every  two  people  seen 
now  there  will  be  three,  for  every 
two  of  anything  there  will  be  three. 
Colleges  and  universities  will  grow 
by  50%,  water  and  sewer  will  need 
50%  growth,  more  roads  will  be 
needed,  housing  will  be  50%  more, 
and  spiritual  training  that  can 
only  come  from  faith  communities 
will  be  needed." 


ro  U  _= 


Participants  in  the  Bishop's  Day  Apart  afternoon  session  on  Clergy  Health  Initiative 
were:  (L-R)  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  Robin  Swift,  David  Toole,  Susan  Pendleton  Jones,  and 
Joe  Mann. 


State  leaders  are  aware  of  the  future 
growth,  Curtis  said. 

"We  will  need  growth  in  existing 
churches,  and  we  will  need  new 
churches,"  he  said. 

The  biggest  jobs  facing  clergy 
will  be  to  engage  the  laity  in  seeing 
and  understanding  the  challenges, 
creating  situations  of  opportunities 
— not  problems,  and  to  embrace 
change,  Curtis  said. 

During  open  discussion  following  the 
presentation,  some  clergy  questioned 
whether  churches  should  be  run  like 
a  business,  and  other  clergy  said  The 
United  Methodist  Church  could  not 
continue  to  do  what  it  has  been  doing 
if  continued  growth  is  expected. 

Clergy  Health  Initiative 

The  Clergy  Health  Initiative, 
introduced  in  the  afternoon,  was 
presented  as  a  way  to  address  trends  of 
poor  physical  health  of  clergy. 

The  initiative  is  a  collaborative 
project  of  the  Duke  Endowment  and 
the  Duke  Divinity  School  for  clergy  in 
both  the  North  Carolina  and  Western 
North  Carolina  Conferences. 

"We  are  committed  to  the  Wesleyan 
notion  of  wholeness  of  body,  mind, 
and  spirit.  Our  project  can  focus  on 

See  "Bishop's  Day  Apart" page  4 
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Global  awareness  combines  with 
youthful  energy  for  Gary  youth 


First  UMC  in  Cary  combined  global 
awareness  with  youthful  energy  when 
it  decided  to  send  a  team  of  youth 
group  members  and  church  leaders  to 
a  medical  clinic  worksite  in  Montero, 
Bolivia  in  July. 

Armed  with  16  suitcases  of  donated 
supplies,  plus  donated  clothing,  blankets 
and  toys  for  a  nearby  orphanage  in  the 
village  where  they  volunteered,  1 1  youth 
and  four  adult  chaperones  joined  Youth 
Director  Dawn  Woody  in  venturing 
where  they  had  never  traveled  before. 

"It  took  a  lot  of  courage,  but  we 
wanted  the  kids  to  see  what  we  all  take 
for  granted  and  at  the  same  time  give 
them  a  cultural  experience  they  would 
always  remember,"  said  Woody. 

Drastically  different  lives 

"By  pitching  in  and  helping  at  a  clinic 
that  treats  children,  the  youth  instantly 
got  the  message  that  what  they  have  at 
their  homes  in  America  is  drastically 
different  from  the  lives  Bolivians 
lead.  Plus,  they  got  to  attend  a  local 
Methodist  Church  and  visit  an  Indian 
village  to  play  with  other  kids.  They 
can't  wait  to  go  back,"  said  Woody. 


The  trip  was  organized  by  Curameri- 
cas  Global,  a  24-year-old  public  health 
non-profit  headquartered  in  Raleigh. 
Read  more  about  their  work  at  www. 
curamericas.org. 

Elizabeth  Barricklow,  International 
Volunteer  Coordinator,  called  the 
trip  extraordinary. 

"The  teens  were  so  polite  that  we 
were  complimented  every  step  of  the 
trip.  They  were  so  quick  to  want  to 
join  in  and  help  wherever  we  went.  It 
was  truly  inspiring  to  be  with  teenagers 
who  were  so  concerned  about  the 
children  and  families  at  our  project 
site,"  she  said. 

The  group's  main  purpose  while 
in  Montero  was  to  help  with  the 
construction  of  an  addition  to  the 
Cruz  Roja  Health  Center,  which  will 
provide  the  community  with  a  24-hour 
maternity  center. 

Most  of  the  women  in  the  region  give 
birth  at  home  where  there  is  greater  risk 
of  infection  and  complications. 

According  to  the  team's  calculations, 
they  hauled  6-7  tons  of  sand,  five  tons 
of  rock,  and  1.5  tons  of  concrete  mix 
up  three  stories  using  ropes  and  five 


gallon  buckets. 

The  teens  also 
learned  about  public 
health  challenges  and 
development  issues 
by  accompanying 
community  health 
workers  on  home 
visits.  The  workers 
gave  vaccinations  to 
children,  monitored 
weight  and  nutrition, 
and  referred  sick 
children  to  the  clinic. 


Youth  from  First  UMC,  Cary  feed  sugar  cane  into  a  processor 
powered  by  horses  on  a  farm  in  Montero,  Bolivia.  They 
also  participated  in  construction  of  a  medical  clinic  and 
visited  an  orphanage. 


A  light  in  their  eyes 

The  team  brought  donations  of 
clothing,  blankets,  and  toys  for  a  girls' 
orphanage  in  Montero  ("Hogar  Sagrado 
Corazon,"  which  translates  as  "Sacred 
Heart  Home")  and  spent  time  playing 
with  the  girls  in  the  home. 

Run  by  Catholic  nuns,  it  houses  an 
average  of  140  girls  from  infants  to 
teenagers. 

Matt  Zimmerman,  one  of  the 
teens  on  the  mission  trip,  said,  "In 
the  end  it  was  an  extremely  rewarding 
experience  that  was  incredible  to  see. 


The  poverty  that  these  people  live  with 
is  astounding,  but  they  are  still  happy. 
The  lives  that  they  live  are  incredible. 
There's  no  television,  and  most  of  the 
time  no  radio  or  computer  or  telephone 
or  car,  and  yet  they  are  still  happy." 

Woody  said,  "The  light  in  the  eyes 
of  the  Cary  youth  is  so  rewarding.  They 
truly  feel  lucky  that  they  made  lives 
easier  for  people  in  another  country, 
and  yet  they  feel  they're  just  getting 
started.  They  want  to  return  next  year 
and  work  even  more.  This  group  is  just 
incredibly  generous." 


Money  doesn't  grow  on  trees... 

...but  you  can  explore  other  means  to  help  your  assets  grow 
-  and  help  others  in  the  process. 


There  has  never  been  a  better  time  to  support  the  ministries  of  your  local  United  Methodist 
church  while  enhancing  your  retirement  income  through  a  Charitable  Gift  Annuity. 

In  addition  to  a  2007  income  tax  deduction,  these  irrevocable  contributions  now  pay  an  even 
higher  fixed  annuity  amount  during  your  lifetime.  For  as  little  as  $5,000,  you  too  can  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  this  unique  planned  giving  opportunity.  ^^^^^^^ 

jfjtfi     What  a  great  way  to 
provide  for  your  future  and  that 
of  your  favorite  United  Methodist 
church  or  organization! 


For  a  gift  of  $10,000.... 


Annuitant    Income  Tax  Annuity 
Age        Deduction  Rate* 


60 

$  3,600 

5.7% 

65 

$  3,979 

6.0% 

70 

$4,316 

6.5% 

75 

$  4,736 

7.1% 

80 

$  5,154 

• 

8.0% 

85 

$  5,462 

9.5% 

90 

$  5,893 

11.3% 

To  learn  more: 

Complete  the  reply  card  below  and  return  to  the  Rev.  James  Mentzer,  Director  of  Planned 
Giving,  at  the  address  below.  To  speak  with  Rev.  Mentzer  by  phone,  call  800-555-4718, 
or  e-mail  him  at  jmentzer@nccumc.org.  ioadvo7 


Name 


Birth  Year 


Address/City/State/Zip 
Phone 


E-mail 


Return  to:  United  Methodist  Foundation   PO  Box  10955   Raleigh,  NC  27605 

*  The  annuity  rate  and  tax  deductions  are  somewhat  lower  when  two  persons  are  covered  by  a 
charitable  gift  annuity.  Annuity  rates  are  set  annually  by  the  American  Council  on  Gift  Annuities. 


#  i  f  *  »  * 
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The  Goldsboro  District  welcomes  Cook  as  new  D.S. 


"It  was  an  absolutely  wonderful 
event,"  said  Keith  Stewart,  lay  leader  for 
the  Goldsboro  District,  of  the  Aug.  19, 
celebration  honoring  the  appointment 
of  Charles  M.  (Chuck)  Cook  as  District 
Superintendent. 

Held  at  Saint  Paul  UMC  in 
Goldsboro,  Stewart  said  the  highlight 
was  the  Communion  service. 

"As  the  clergy  and  laity  shared  the 
Holy  Meal  at  His  Table,  I  could  feel 
the  presence  of  His  Holy  Spirit  fill 
the  sanctuary  —  it  was  awesome," 
said  Stewart. 

Bishop  Al  Gwinn  spoke  to  those 
gathered  about  Cook's  compassion, 
character,  and  credentials. 

"Chuck  has  wonderful  skill  sets 
and  giftedness  and  has  demonstrated 
effective    leadership.    His    heart  is 


centered  in  Christ  and  his  love  for 
our  Lord  is  contagious.  He  will  be  a 
winsome  coach,  mentor  and  teacher 
as  he  casts  vision  and  builds  teams  for 
making  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
Goldsboro  District,"  said  Gwinn. 

The  Bishop's  sermon  was  based  on 
Phillippians  2  regarding  the  "mind  of 
Christ." 

He  spoke  about  the  priorities  of 
North  Carolina  Conference  district 
superintendents  to  be  proactive  and  not 
reactive,  to  vision  cast,  coach,  mentor, 
teach,  and  build  teams. 

Music  was  provided  by  the  Saint 
Paul  Choir  led  Mark  Gourley,  former 
director  of  music  at  the  church. 

"Thanks  to  all  across  the  conference 
who  came  to  Goldsboro  to  share  in  the 
service,"  Stewart  said. 


Need  for  safe  sanctuary  policies 
is  emphasized  by  recent  cases 


Two  cases  concerning  sexual 
abuse  and  churches  are  examples  of 
why  each  conference  church  should 
have  and  follow  a  safe  sanctuaries 
policy,  said  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson, 
conference  director  of  children, 
youth  and  young  adult  ministries. 

On  Aug.  17,  the  Raleigh  News 
and  Observer  and  the  High  Point 
Enterprise  printed  articles  about  sex 
crimes  toward  youth  by  adults  at 
two  different  churches. 

In  High  Point,  a  teenage  girl 
and  her  parents  have  alleged 
in  a  lawsuit  that  Oakview 
United  Methodist  Church  was 
negligent  in  its  dealings  with  a 
former  youth  volunteer  worker 
who  was  convicted  of  sex  crimes 
against  the  girl. 

In  Raleigh,  a  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  student  in 
Wake  Forest  was  sentenced  to  13 
years  in  prison  for  sexually  abusing 
several  boys  the  student  counseled 


as  a  youth  leader  at  Providence 
Baptist  Church. 

"These  two  cases  should  serve 
as  strong  reminders  to  churches 
of  the  need  for  the  adoption, 
implantation,  and  review  of  a  safe 
sanctuaries  policy  by  all  churches," 
said  Nicholson. 

In  2005  the  NC  Annual 
Conference  passed  a  motion  that 
each  local  church  in  the  Conference 
adopt  and  implement  a  safe 
sanctuaries  policy. 

A  Conference  Safe  Sanctuaries 
Committee  has  been  working  to 
resource  local  churches  in  adopting 
a  policy.  To  support  efforts  in  this 
area,  basic  orientation  workshops 
have  been  held  in  each  district. 

The  Conference  Children's 
Ministries  developed  a  Web  site 
available  at  www.nccumc.org/ 
childrnmin/safesanctuaries  1  .htm 

See  "Safe  Sanctuaries" page  12 


The  Rev.  Judi  Smith  (L),  pastor  of  Elizabeth  UMC  outside  Smithfield  and  a  retired 
district  superintendent,  congratulates  the  Rev.  Chuck  Cook  (R)  after  the  celebration 
service.  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  is  visible  in  the  center  background. 


Huskins  named  MERCI's 
new  program  director 


A  retired  United  Methodist  pastor 
has  been  named  program  director  for 
the  Marion  Edwards  Recovery  Center 
Initiatives  (MERCI)  in  Goldsboro. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Huskins  started 
work  as  MERCI  program  director 
on  Sept.  4. 

A  major  portion  of  his  responsibilities 
will  be  raising  funds.  MERCI  has  no 
programming  line  item  in 
the  Conference  budget. 

"Huskins  impressed 
all  of  us  with  his  energy, 
passion,  and  confidence 
that  the  Conference  and  our  churches 
will  rally  to  support  MERCI  as  needed," 
said  Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith,  executive 
director  of  Connectional  Ministries 
and  a  member  of  the  interviewing  team 
selecting  the  new  program  director. 

Honored  for  his  service 

For  26  years,  Huskins  served  as  a 
local  church  pastor.  This  followed  his 


21 -year-career  in  the  US  Air  Force. 

For  five  years  he  served  as  pastor  at 
Andrews  Chapel/Soapstone  Charge  in 
the  Raleigh  District,  five  years  at  Mt. 
Zion  in  the  Durham  District,  eight  and 
a  half  years  at  the  Hatteras  Charge,  and 
seven  and  a  half  years  at  Edenton  UMC, 
both  in  the  Elizabeth  City  District. 
Huskins  was   recognized  by  the 
Town  of  Edenton  on  his 
last  day  in  the  pulpit  for 
£  |     disaster    response  work 

and  pastoral  ministry  in 
local  churches. 
The  town's  resolution  praised  him  for 
providing  effective  pastoral  leadership  to 
four  United  Methodist  charges  and  for 
being  "an  active  community  servant." 

The  resolution  also  said  Huskins  was 
a  "driving  force  behind  the  founding  of 
such  community  outreach  efforts  as  the 
Wesley  Hospitality  House  in  Elizabeth 

See  "MERCI's  new  director" page  12 
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200th  anniversary  celebrated  at  Hillsborough  UMC 


More  than  300  persons  joined 
in  worship  and  celebration  as 
Hillsborough  UMC  celebrated  200 
years  of  ministry. 

Founded  in  1807,  the  church  held 
its  first  worship  services  in  the  town 
courthouse.  Land  and  a  building  were 
purchased  in  1823  and  used  until  1859. 
The  church  building  in  use  today  was 
built  in  1 859-60  by  Capt.  John  Berry. 

The  200th  anniversary  celebration 
was  held  on  Sunday,  Aug.  19.  Bishop 
Al  Gwinn  preached  and  District 
Superintendent  Bill  Gattis  presented 
a  certificate  of  commendation 
to  the  congregation  on  behalf  of 
the     Conference     Commission  on 


Archives  and  History. 

Members  of  the  congregation 
participated  in  the  anniversary  worship 
service  which  celebrated  this  historic 
congregation. 

The  former  pastor,  the  Rev.  Herman 
N.  Ward,  Jr.  who  served  the  church 
in  Hillsborough  for  35  years,  led  the 
congregation  in  connecting  the  past, 
present,  and  future. 

Most  of  those  in  attendance  remained 
after  the  worship  service  for  fellowship 
and  a  catered  meal. 

The  Rev.  Al  Home,  Hillsborough 
pastor,  said  the  event  in  August  is  part 
of  a  year  long  celebration  of  the  200 
years  of  ministry  for  HUMC. 


Pumpkin  Run 
Disciple  Bible 

On  Oct.  27,  the  inaugural  Great 
Pumpkin  5K  Run  and  1  Mile  Walk  for 
Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  will 
be  held  in  Jamestown. 

All  Disciple  Bible  Study  participants 
and  DBOM  mission  supporters  are 
encouraged  to  participate  in  this  event 
to  support  DBOM  mission  in  prisons 
and  youth  development  centers. 

The  5K  Run  will  begin  at  10  am  with 
the  Walk  to  follow  at  10:10  am. 


to  support 
Outreach 


This  is  a  family  event,  and  first-time 
runners  are  encouraged  to  participate. 

The  run  will  begin  at  Jamestown 
United  Methodist  Church,  403  E. 
Main  Street,  Jamestown,  NC  27282. 

Registration  is  $  1 5,  and  forms  can  be 
obtained  from  the  DBOM  website  at 
www.disciplebibleoutreach.org,  at  the 
Jamestown  UMC  office,  the  Ragsdale 
YMCA  or  by  calling  the  DBOM  office 
at  336-434-8612. 


Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  •  Friendly  Service 


America's  #1  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Since 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


During  the  200th  anniversary  celebration  of  Hillsborough  UMC,  a  certificate  of 
commendation  was  presented.  Pictured  L-R  are  Bishop  Al  Gwinn,  David  Cates, 
church  historian,Tony  Leesnitzer,  Administrative  Council  chairperson,  and  Burlington 
District  Superintendent  Bill  Gattis. 


Bishop's  Day  Apart 


well-lived  lives,  creation,  and 
thriving  —  not  just  on  weight  loss 
and  hypertension,"  said  Robin 
Swift  of  Duke  Divinity  School, 
the  Clergy  Health  Initiative 
program  director. 

The  initiative  will  partner  with  the 
Center  for  Excellence  in  Faith  and 
Health  of  Methodist-LeBonheur 
Healthcare  in  Memphis,  TN. 

Smith  said  the  center  is  doing 
pioneer  work  in  "Leading  Causes 
of  Life"  which  offers  connection 
with  families  through  friendships 
and  communities;  coherence 
that  helps  life  make  sense;  agency 
which  provides  the  ability  to  move, 
choose,  or  act;  blessing,  those  gifts 
everyone  has  to  use;  and  hope. 

Through  a  pilot  project,  clergy 
will  help  determine  the  specifics 
for  the  initiative  which  will  include 
options  for  congregations. 

Clergy  could  have  a  health 
assessment  followed  by  health/life 
coaching  and  peer  support  groups. 

For  congregations,  approaches 
could  raise  the  health  awareness  in 


continued  from  page  I 

congregations  and  communities. 

During  the  pilot  project,  a 
sample  of  randomly  selected  clergy 
will  participate  for  two  years  and 
help  shape  the  final  program. 

The  pilot  project  will  be  from 
April  2008  to  Jan.  2010.  In  Jan. 
2010  the  final  program  will  be 
launched. 

Active  clergy  are  included  in  the 
initial  plan.  The  addition  of  retired 
clergy  and  perhaps  clergy  spouses 
will  be  considered  as  the  plan 
progresses. 

In  addition  to  Swift,  partici- 
pating in  the  presentation  were 
Joe  Mann,  director  of  the  Duke 
Endowment's  Rural  Church  Divi- 
sion; David  Toole,  associate  dean 
for  academic  administration  and 
strategic  initiatives  at  Duke  Divin- 
ity School;  and  Susan  Pendleton 
Jones,  director  of  clergy  formation 
at  Duke  Divinity  School. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  NC  Conference 
director  of  Communications  and 
NCCC  Advocate  Editor. 


A  lively  discussion  was  held  during  the  morning  question  and  answer  session 
of  the  Bishop's  Day  Apart  between  clergy  and  the  presenter,  Don  Curtis. 
The  spirited  exchange  was  held  in  the  Braswell  Hall  at  Nashville  UMC  where 
almost  400  seats  were  filled,  and  some  clergy  decided  to  stand  in  the  back  of 
the  room.  Discussion  continued  days  after  the  event. 
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NCC  Treasurer! 
Finance  Training 

Two  separate  sessions  of 
Local  Church  Treasurer/ 
Finance  Training  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  3,  and  Saturday, 
Dec.l,  from  10  am-2:30  pm  at 
the  United  Methodist  Building 
in  Raleigh. 

Topics  to  be  covered 
include  apportionments,  W-2 
preparation,  sales  tax  filing  and 
reimbursements,  and  employee 
vs.  contractor  status. 

A  $5  registration  fee  will 
be  collected  to  help  offset  the 
cost  of  lunch.  Space  is  limited 
so  e-mail  epicket@nccumc.org 
or  call  800-849-4433  to  reserve 
a  seat.  Training  is  open  to  all. 
Local  church  treasurers,  finance 
committee  members  and  pastors 
are  encouraged  to  attend. 


Street  Smarts 
resource  offered 

"Street  Smarts"  is  a  five  hour 
learning  event  (three  hours  for 
the  abridged  version)  for  all 
persons  who  desire  to  make  a 
difference  in  their  community 
through  love  in  action. 

The  Poverty  Simulation  is 
a  key  facet  of  the  learning,  a 
role  playing  venture  where  life 
is  simulated  on  the  economic 
margins. 

For  more  information  call 
Becky  Biegger  or  Steve  Taylor  at 
800-849-4433  ext  256  or  257  or 
email:  beckybiegger@nccumc. 
org    or  staylor@nccumc.org. 


Children's  Sabbath 
Observance 

General  Conference  made 
Children's  Sabbath  an  official 
observance  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  Participate 
in  the  national  observance  the 
weekend  of  Oct.  19  -  21  as  a 
step  toward  creating  a  "Safe 
Harbor  of  Hope  and  Health 
Care  for  All  Children." 

The  Children's  Defense 
Fund  developed  an  observance 
guide  offering  worship  and 
educational  materials,  direct 
service  activities,  and  social 
justice  initiatives. 

To  order  a  manual  ($8  plus 
shipping/handling),  call  (865) 
457-6466.  For  information, 
visit  www.childrensdefense.org/ 
Childrens  Sabbaths. 


Raleigh  District  United  Methodist  Men 
are  building  cabins  for  Camp  Rockfish 


By  Wray  Stephens  * 

Raleigh  District  United  Methodist 
Men  are  building  at  Camp  Rockfish, 
building  not  only  teams  and 
relationships,  but  also  four  new  cabins. 

The  journey  began  at  Fuquay-Varina 
UMC,  when  pastor  Richard  Stone, 
layman  Charlie  Gray,  and  a  group  of 
men  who  had  a  lot  of  Katrina  recovery 
experience,  decided  they  wanted  to  do  a 
"make  over"  project  at  Rockfish. 

As  a  result,  in  one  weekend,  they 
renovated  to  staff  quarters  with  new 
roofing,  siding,  exterior  trim,  doors, 
fans  and  lighting,  toilets,  and  a  fresh 
coat  of  paint. 

Rockfish  staff  gladly  provided 
housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend. 

Before  the  paint  was  dry,  they  were 
asking  "what  is  next?" 

Recent  growth  of  summer  camp  and 
youth  group  retreats  made  a  new  cabin 
a  logical  choice. 

The  NC  United  Methodist  Camp 
and  Retreat  Ministries  Board  of 
Directors  had  recently  approved  master 
plans  for  the  expansion  of  all  of  the 
Conference  camps.  Four  replacement 
cabins  are  in  the  plan  for  Rockfish. 

Stone,  Gray  and  Executive  Director 
Wray  Stephens  began  to  meet  regularly 
to  pray  for  and  plan  for  the  project. 

The  Fuquay-Varina  UM  Men  agreed 
to  adopt  the  first  cabin,  Board  approval 
was  obtained,  architectural  plans  were 
drawn  and  approved,  and  sites  for  all 
four  cabins  were  identified. 

Meanwhile,  the  story  of  the  need  for 
cabins  at  Rockfish  and  the  plans  of  the 
FVUMC  men  spread  to  other  UMM 
groups.  Soon  Bill  Shuler,  president  of 
the  Raleigh  District  United  Methodist 
Men,  joined  the  planning  team. 

The  project  then  expanded  into 
a  Raleigh  District  UMM  project  to 
build  not  one  but  all  four  cabins  in  the 
coming  months. 


WHO  MINISTERS  TO 

MINISTERS  AND 
THOSE  THEY  SERVE? 

We  Do! 


laced 


(828)963-4866 
www.hishighplaces.org 
Email:  hishighplace@skybest.com 

We  are  a  crisis  and  crossroads  Christ- 
centered  ministry  which  helps  those 
who  are  in  the  ministry  and  others  who 
are  hurting. 

Short-term  one-on-one  intensives  in  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  North 
Carolina  and  Smith  Mountain  Lake,  Virginia.  The 
top  five  needs  addressed  at  His  High  Places 
are:  sexual  immorality,  depression,  inordinate 
anger,  marital  strife,  and  burnout.  Our  speciality 
is  uncovering  root  causes  and  restoration.  The 
founding  director  is  the  Rev.  Sam 
McMillan  who  was  a  United  Methodist  minister 
for  21  years  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 


RIGHT: 
An  artist's 
rendering 
of  the  four 
cabins  being 
built  at  Camp 
Rockfish. 
Several  UMM 
groups  are 
participating. 


As  a  result,  concrete  slabs  for  all 
four  cabins  will  be  poured  the  second 
week  of  September  and  the  first  cabin 
will  be  "dried  in"  the  weekend  of 
Sept.  21-23. 

Unique  to  the  construction  of  the 
first  cabin  is  that  the  exterior  walls  will 
be  pre-fabricated  by  the  Fuquay-Varina 
team  at  a  facility  offered  by  one  of  the 
team  members  so  the  walls  can  be  put 
in  place  more  quickly. 

Several  men's  groups  have  agreed 
to  participate  and  representatives  of 
interested  groups  are  being  invited  to 


observe  the  initial  cabin  construction 
in  preparation  for  construction  of  the 
remaining  three  cabins. 

Barry  Merrill,  president  of  the 
Conference  United  Methodist  Men, 
has  expressed  interest  in  developing  a 
Conference-wide  plan  to  undertake 
projects  at  all  three  camps. 

Appropriate  projects  are  being 
identified  as  well  as  plans  to  roll  out 
such  a  program  in  coming  months. 

*  Wray  Stephens  is  executive  director  ofNC 
UM  Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc. 


Birth  Narratives 
Study  Makes  Advent 
More  Meaningful 


Make  this  the  most  memorable 
Advent  season  ever  with  this 
compelling  video  Bible  study. 


.si- 


Master  teacher,  James  "Mickey"     j  ^ 
Efird  grabs  your  attention  and  £ 
holds  it  as  he  explains  the  similarities  and 
differences  in  the  Gospel  accounts  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus. 

MENTION  THIS  AD,  SAVE  $25! 


Ideal  for  Sunday  School,  Advent 
Study  groups  or  by  individuals. 

Small  group  kit  includes:  8  video  lessons,  approx.  20  min.  each 
5  Participant  Workbooks,  Facilitator's  Guide,  Posters  &  Promo  kit. 


Join  over  1,000  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

www.EfirdBibleStudies.com 
1-877-832-1417 


60-Day  Money  Back  Guarantee!  Call  to  Order  Preview! 
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"It's  a  miracle  what  you  have  done"  helping 
60,000  of  those  affected  by  2005  hurricanes 


Gulf  Coast  thanks, 
celebrates  Katrina 
volunteers 

By  Kathy  L.  Gilbert  * 

(UMNS)  United  Methodist 
volunteers  from  across  the  United 
States  were  welcomed,  thanked  and 
challenged  to  keep  coming  to  the  Gulf 
Coast  during  a 
Katrina  Summit  to 
honor  the  work  and 
workers  of  the  past 
two  years. 

"It  is  a  miracle 
what  you  have 
done,"  said  Bishop 
William  B.  Oden, 
chairman  of  the 
Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal. 

A  total  of  more 
than  63,000  UM 
volunteers  from  42 
states,  two  foreign 
countries  and  60 
annual  (regional) 
conferences  have 
come  to  the  aid  of 
the  Gulf  Coast  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  stormed  ashore  on 
Aug.  29,  2005. 

The  Sept.  6-7  summit  was  organized 
to  thank  and  recruit  more  volunteers, 
find  new  church  partnerships  and 
encourage  more  donations  to  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal,  a 
special  fund  established  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  to  help 
rebuild  churches,  pay  salaries  and 
restore  other  ministries. 

Storm-tossed  people 

Annual  conferences  from  Alaska 
to   Arkansas   sent    more    than  200 


representatives  from  volunteer  mission 
teams  to  the  event  hosted  by  Gulf 
Coast  bishops  William  Hutchinson, 
Louisiana;  Hope  Morgan  Ward, 
Mississippi  and  Larry  M.  Goodpaster, 
Alabama- West  Florida. 

"As  storm-tossed  people,  we  thank 
you  from  the  depths  of  our  hearts 
because  you  have  been  here  from  the 
very  first  days,"  Ward  said.  "Has  it  been 
two  years,  two  days  or  20  years  since 


Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris  dances  to  "When  the  Saints  Come  Marching  In"  at 
the  United  Methodist  Katrina  Summit  in  New  Orleans.  The  Sept.  6-7  event 
celebrated  Hurricane  Katrina  relief  workers  and  encouraged  continued 
support  to  rebuild  ministries  in  the  Gulf  Coast.  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  Gilbert. 


Let 's  Journey  To... 
Israel/Palestine 

February  4,  2008 

vvilh 

Jack  and  Jane  Benfield 

Make  a  Pilgrimage  which  will  change 
your  life!  Join  us  as  we  remember  the 
Scriptures  at  the  sites  where  the  events 
took  place.  Call  Today  for  a  Brochure 
and  more  Information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  « 
919-783-8747  fax 
Alphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


Aug.  29,  2005?  We  continue  to  live  in 
chaos  but  we  have  never  felt  alone." 

Hutchinson  added  his  thanks  and 
said,  "I  don't  know  where  we  would 
be  without  the  church.  Governments 
have  had  their  problems,  but  the 
church  didn't  wait  to  get  the  OK  from 
anyone.  You  just  came  and  began  to  do 
the  work." 

UMCOR  and  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal 

United  Methodists  worldwide  have 
given  more  than  $66.4  million  for 
recovery  from  Katrina  and  a  series  of 
other  ferocious  hurricanes  that  hit  the 
United  States  in  2005,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Tom  Hazelwood  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

The  money  has  gone  to  help 
more  than  60,000  people  and  to  build 
or  restore  more  than  25,000  homes, 
Hazelwood  said. 

Because  UMCOR  funds  are  restricted 
to  helping  people  rebuild  their  homes 
and  other  necessities  after  disasters, 
the  Council  of  Bishops  established  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  to 
help  with  additional  ministry  needs  in 
the  wake  of  Katrina,  Oden  explained. 

Using  Hebrews  10,  Goodpaster 
talked  about  tired  Christians  with 
"compassion  fatigue"  and  said  people 
on  the  Gulf  Coast  can  relate. 

"Thank  you  brothers  and  sisters  who 
have  shared  our  burden,"  he  said. 


More  work  to  be  done 

Leaders  of  the  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  conferences  outlined 
projects  that  need  to  be  completed 
through  2008  at  a  cost  of  about  $6.5 
million. 

"Go  back  to  your  conferences  and 
say  the  need  still  goes  on,"  Goodpaster 
said.  "You  have  come  as  disciples;  now 
we  need  you  to  go  back  as  apostles." 
In  Mississippi,  more  than  70,000 
homes    were  destroyed 
and  31,000  people  still 
live  in  FEMA  trailers,  said 
the   Rev.   Bill  McAlilly, 
superintendent    of  the 
Seashore  district. 

Churches  still  need 
money  and  volunteers  to 
rebuild  their  sanctuaries. 

In  Louisiana,  the  ^ — 
Methodist  Home 
for  Children  in 
New  Orleans  will 
move  to  a  new, 
safer  facility,  and 
funds  are  needed 
to  provide  beds  and 
other  needs  as  well 
as  to  hire  a  director 
and  staff. 

The  conference 
Luke's    House  in 
November  in  New  Orleans. 

The  free  clinic  will  provide 
basic  health  care  for  those  who 
have  lost  vital  care  due  to  the 
closure  of  several  hospitals  and 
clinics  in  the  city. 


will 


open 


Expanding  Hispanic! 
Latino  ministries 

New  Orleans  has  seen  a  great 
increase  of  Hispanic  workers  due 
to  the  storms,  and  the  conference 
needs  to  provide  Hispanic/ 
Latino  ministries  for  the  growing 
population. 

The  conference  also  wants 
to  start  two  new  Hispanic/ 
Latino  congregations  and  finish 
construction  on  multipurpose 
buildings  used  as  warehouses  and 
dormitories  for  Katrina  recovery 
and  future  disasters. 

Churches  in  New  Orleans 
within  designated  mission  zones 
need  funds  to  provide  for  salaries, 
health  insurance,  housing  and 
pensions  for  29  pastors  and 
salaries  for  five  support  staff. 

The  mission  zone  ministries 
also  need  funding  to  advertise 
their  ministries,  purchase  a 
mini-bus  and  provide  a  child 
care  center. 

Four  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  churches  still  need 


restoring  or  expanding. 

Both  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  need 
help  to  offset  the  high  cost  of  insurance 
premiums  that  have  been  skyrocketing 
since  Katrina. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  help, 
contact  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
Annual  (regional)  Conference  offices. 

To  contribute  to  United  Methodist 
Katrina  recovery  efforts,  give  online 
or  through  local  church  offerings  to 
the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal 
#818-001. 

Information  about  how  to  donate 
online  is  available  at  http://www.umc. 
org/katrina. 

*  Kathy  Gilbert  is  a  United  Methodist 
News  Service  news  writer  based  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


UMCOR  issues  report: 
Serving  Survivors' 


« 


(UMNS)  United  Methodists  have 
helped  more  than  60,000  people 
rebuild  25,000  homes  in  the  Gulf 
Coast  in  the  two  years  since  Hurricane 
Katrina  headlined  one  of  the  most 
active  hurricane  seasons  in  history. 

The  "Serving  Survivors"  report  issued 
by  the  UM  Committee  on  Relief 
shows  the  church  has  taken  a  leading 
role  in  repairing  and  restoring  broken 
homes  and  assisting  those  who  lost 
everything  in  the  storms. 


UMCOR  also  manages  the  national 
case  management  consortium 
sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Homeland  Security's  Federal 
Emergency  Management  Agency. 
As  of  mid-August  more  than  164,000 
individuals  had  received  services 
from  Katrina  Aid  Today. 

Meanwhile,  a  recent  USA  Today 
analysts  comparing  recovery  work 
by  faith-based  groups  reported  that 
UMCOR's  home  improvement  efforts 
outpaced  other  religious  charities 
working  in  the  region. 

The  July  20, 2007  article  reported  that 
56,656  United  Methodist  volunteers 
have  provided  services  on  1 5,643  of 
the  total  53,226  homes  improved. 

United  Methodists  represented  the 
third  largest  contingent  of  volunteer 
workers  in  the  region. 

To  read  the  complete  "Serving 
Survivors"  report,  visit  http://new.  * 
gbgm-umcorg/umcor/  and  click  on 
"Report  to  Donors." 
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By  Steve  Taylor  * 

For  many  members  of  the  United  Methodist  family, 
it  is  a  word  that  often  brings  puzzled  looks,  the  scratch 
of  the  head  and  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders. 

"Apportionments"  are  the  main  way  United 
Methodists  support  the  ministries  of  the  connected 
church.  They  have  a  strong  and  generous  tradition. 

Together  is  done  what  no  single  church,  or  even 
annual  conference,  could  do  alone. 

A  portion  of  United  Methodist  giving  goes  to  the 
general  church  to  support  programs  on  a  national  and 
international  level,  which  have  been  agreed  upon  by 
lay  and  clergy  delegates  of  General  Conference. 

Sharing  the  cost  of  these  ministries  means  that 
each  local  church  is  responsible  for  contributing  a  fair 
portion  or  "apportionment." 

The  power  of  such  giving  enables  United 
Methodists  to  spread  the  love  of  Jesus,  educate  clergy, 
encourage  cooperation  with  other  faith  communions, 
fund  General  Conference,  nurture  historically  Black 
colleges  and  Africa  University,  and  support  bishops. 

Additionally,  apportioned  giving  is  one  of  the 
primary  ways  the  Church  holds  mission  and 
extends  its  outreach  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
church  walls. 


LEFT:  A  student  at  Ganta  High  School  learns  on-the- 
job  skills  training  in  sewing.  The  Ganta  UM  Mission 
Station  is  directed  by  missionaries  Herbert  and  Mary 
Zigbuo.  Other  services  include  medical  care,  training 

in  agricultural 
practices  for 
farmers  and 
elementary  to 
high  school 
education. 


Apportionments  do  all  of  these  things.  To  better 
appreciate  how  these  connected  dollars  form  the 
container  that  makes  possible  incredible  ministry  and 
life-giving  proclamation,  hear  these  stories: 

In  Liberia,  a  people  who  are  terribly  scarred  by  25 
years  of  war,  unfettered  violence,  and  the  nightmare  of 
starvation,  gather  together  in  a  farmer's  field-school. 
In  partnership  with  a  Ghanaian  United  Methodist 
missionary,  Mozart  Adevu,  they  begin  to  develop  a 
process  for  sustainable  agriculture. 

Scores  of  villages  will  escape  hunger  because  of  this 
act  of  love.  Those  who  are  trained  will  train  others, 
and  the  story  will  continue.  And  in  the  words  of  Jesus, 
all  will  know  the  reality  of  fishes  and  loaves. 

Not  far  from  there,  a  United  Methodist  Missionary 
from  the  Democratic  Republic  of  the  Congo,  Frido 
Kinkolenge,  is  surrounded  by  almost  200  ex-child- 
soldiers.  They  are  participants  in  a  ministry  of 
empowerment  and  learning. 

Some  of  them  gather  around  computers  that  have 
come  to  them  by  way  of  North  Carolina.  With  delight, 
for  the  first  time  in  their  lives,  they  push  a  button 
marked  "enter"  and  their  world  explodes  -  not  in  the 
madness  of  war,  but  in  the  wonder  of  new  vision. 

And  then,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  they  gather  hand-in- 
hand  and  once  again  claim  that  this  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
has  enabled  them  to  love  rather  than  kill  one  another. 

Ten  miles  from  this  gathering,  at  a  United  Methodist 
mission  station,  a  doctor  places  his  trained  hands  on  a 
patient  who  was  sure  to  die,  and  once  again,  dances  a 
ballet  of  miracle. 


CENTER:     Members     of     Edgerton  Memorial 
UMC,   Selma   replace  drywall.  They  are  among 
the     many     church     workteams     from  the 
NC    Conference    that  traveled 
to  Mississippi  to  participate  in 
Hurricane  Katrina  repairs.  v  ■*  ^ 


He  is  one  of  many  United  Methodist  doctors 
offering  medical  care  at  dozens  of  United  Methodist 
mission  stations  across  Africa,  where  otherwise, 
there  would  have  been  only  more  despair,  heartache, 
and  death. 

A  day  away,  in  a  country  where  for  generations, 
indigenous  people  were  horribly  exploited  by  imperial 
powers  that  saw  them  only  as  another  resource  to  be 
consumed,  Methodist  missionaries  began  a  work  of 
faith  and  a  school  system  was  birthed.  Over  the  years, 
tens  of  thousands  of  children  received  an  education. 
Where  before  there  had  been  only  illiteracy  and 
ignorance,  there  was  hope  and  possibility. 

However,  as  in  every  new  proclamation  of  life,  evil 
always  seeks  its  way.  And  today,  in  the  face  of  another 
obliterating  force,  these  same  United  Methodist 
schools  are  spaces  where  the  monstrosity  of  AIDS  does 
not  have  the  last  voice. 

For  these  are  ministry  stations  where  ZOE  Ministry 
is  feeding  almost  15,000  children  who  are  AIDS 
orphans  or  high-risk  children.  Thus,  with  every  next 
mouthful  of  grain,  another  story  of  death  is  averted 
and  in  the  manner  of  Jesus,  these  small  ones  are 
embraced. 

On  another  continent,  a  force  of  nature  named 
Katrina,  roars  across  a  shallow  gulf  and  slams  into  a 
coastal  population,  killing  hundreds  and  creating  a 
living  nightmare  for  so  many  others. 

See  "More  is  done" page  9 


RIGHT:  Dancers  perform  at  an  after-school  ministry 
for  children's  empowerment  and  protection  in 
a  Santiago  slum.  The  day  was  one  of  celebration 
and  graduation. 


^aefihe*^  more  is  done 

Or     THAN  CAN  BE  DONE  A] 


ALONE 
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ARE  THE  UNITED  METHODIST 
WAY  OF  LOVING  THE  WORLD 


*  By  Keith  Sexton 


Every  group  has  its  own  odd  insider's  language. 
Yes,  even  The  United  Methodist  Church  has  its  own 
dialect,  complete  with  a  menu  of  esoteric  words  and 
an  alphabet  soup  of  abbreviations. 

"Apportionments"  is  one  such  word.  The  gifts 
offered  to  The  United  Methodist  Church  through 
apportionments  are  literally  "each  doing  their 
part,  giving  their  portion  as  members  of  the  family 
of  God." 

For  example,  because  United  Methodists 
have  done  their  part  in  years  past  by  giving  their 
"portion"  to  The  United  Methodist  Church,  every 
dollar  of  the  administration  costs  for  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  are  funded  through 
apportionments. 

This  meant  that  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  UMCOR 
was  able  to  deploy  donations,  supplies  and  volunteers 
immediately,  and  that  every  dollar  given  to  UMCOR 
for  relief  efforts  has  gone  directly  to  recovery. 


The  U.S.  government  once  reviewed  at  the  UMC 
apportionments  system  for  its  efficiency  and  found 
that  less  than  10  percent  of  gifts  to  the  Connection 
(yes,  more  insider's  language)  were  used  for 
administrative  costs. 

"Connection"  is  the  word  for  the  way  United 
Methodists  work  together  in  ministry  to  the  world. 

When  a  child  is  fed  at  an  orphanage... 
gifts  from  throughout  the  Church,  by 
apportionments,  are  connected  to  that  act  of  mercy. 

Every  day  hungry  people,  orphans,  homeless 
people,  students,  and  countless  others  in  need 
are  given  the  kindness  of  Christ,  on  behalf  of  United 
Methodists  worldwide,  through  the  connectional 
system  funded  by  apportionments. 

Today  in  our  North  Carolina  Conference,  less  than 
seven  percent  of  the  funds  given  in  apportionments 
are  used  to  manage  the  myriad  of  ministries. 

Including  Conference  salaries,  the  number  is 
still  under  18  percent  —  a  small  cost  in  labor  and 
administration  for  a  worldwide  organization. 


One  of  the  privileges  of  being  a 
United  Methodist  Christian  is 


Apportionments  are  nothing  less  than  United 
Methodists  working  together  to  reach  the  world 
with  the  Gospel  message  of  God's  redeeming  love. 
God's  grace  and  love  are  revealed  in  the  actions  of  the 
Connection. 

What  is  given  in  Sunday  offerings  is  an  expression 
of  thanksgiving  to  God.  Approximately  1 2  percent  of 
offerings  go  to  support  the  connectional  system. 

The  ministries  of  the  Connection,  in  union  with 
United  Methodists  from  every  corner  of  the  globe, 
means  each  gift  is  multiplied  to  reach  all  the  world. 

In  the  end,  the  United  Methodist  terms  of 
"apportionments"  and  "Connection"  are  ways  of 
giving  prayers,  presence,  gifts  and  service.  The 
ministries  of  the  Connection  reveal  God's  grace  and 
love  to  the  world.  They  are  expressions  which  can  be 
defined  with  one  word.. ."Love." 

*  Keith  Sextcn  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Rocky 
Mount.  This  article  was  adapted  from  one  written  to 
educate  his  local  church. 
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PARTICIPATING  IN  A  CONNECTIONAL  CHURCH. 

MEANS  THAT  EACH  INDIVIDUAL  IN  EACH  CONGREGATION 
IS  CONNECTED  TO  A  PART? OF  *HE  WHOLE  CH*mCH. 
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Supports  general  program  agencies  and 
other  benevolent  causes  worldwide. 


Provides  funds  for  areas  including  prison 
ministries,  disaster  response,  multicultural 
ministries,  and  children's  ministries. 

Funds  Conference  staffing  and  benefits, 
meeting  and  program  expenses. 


Supports  the  Office  of  the  Bishop,  D.S.  salaries,  costs 
for  Annual  Conference,  Conference  Secretary. 


Provides  resources  for  interpretive 
materials,  media  center,  Igniting  Ministry, 
NCCC Advocate,  archives  &  history. 


Funds  General  church  and  jurisdictional 
expenses,  Conference  Treasurer's  office, 
and  Conference  operational  expenses. 


Funds  education  and  training  of  clergy,  diaconal  ministers,  and  laity. 
Supports  UM-related  colleges  and  camping  &  retreat  ministries. 
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Ex-child  soldiers  are  given  hope  through  ministries 
of  empowerment  and  learning.  Apportionments  help 
make  possible  several  powerful  and  constructive 
programs  to  support  the  ex-combatant  and  street 
children  in  Liberia.  Missionary  Frido  Kinkolenge 
coordinates  the  Brighter  Children's  Rescue  Center 
and  Feed  My  Lambs  program  offering  meals  and 
literacy  training. 

More  is  done 

continued  from  page  7 

Yet  the  United  Methodists  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  do  not  stand  idly  by.  Even  before  the 
destruction  has  begun,  they  are  beginning  an  act  of 
love  that  will  touch  thousands  and  place  well  over 
$2,000,000  dollars  into  the  hands  of  those  in  need. 

They  will  do  this  in  an  efficient  and  focused 
manner  that  brings  immediate  and  sustained  relief 
for  those  who,  except  for  this  outreach,  may  have 
been  forgotten. 

While  the  funds  made  available  to  brothers  and 
sisters  in  the  devastated  areas  are  not  apportioned 
dollars,  their  distribution  is  made  available  because 
apportioned  dollars  have  birthed  a  system  and  a  people 
who  have  the  capacity  to  respond  in  connection  with 
one  another  and  as  a  community. 

United  Methodists  are  called  to  reach  out  in  the 
name  of  the  Living  God  to  transform  the  world.  Truly, 
in  this,  they  are  the  Body  of  Christ  meeting  the  Jesus 
who  dwells  in  th?  "least  of  these." 

In  a  prison  cell,  a  man  looks  down  upon  a  book 
that  once  had  held  little  interest  for  him.  In  it  he 
reads,  "For  God  so  loved  the  world  ..."  and  his  life 
begins  anew. 

It  would  seem  a  small  thing,  a  moment  of  almost 
no  account,  yet  for  United  Methodists  who  breathed  a 
prayer  through  apportioned  giving  for  Disciple  Bible 
Outreach  Ministry,  it  wasn't  just  any  moment,  it  was 
the  moment  where  love  explodes  and  once  again,  it  is 
the  Year  of  Jubilee.  The  Acceptable  Year  proclaimed, 
at  least  in  part,  by  the  Voice  uplifted  through 
apportioned  giving. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  coundess  stories 
of  apportioned  giving.  United  Methodists,  in 
Christ,  transforming  the  world  -  by  Christ,  being 
transformed. 

*  Steve  Taylor  is  conference  director  of  missions. 
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Wray  Stephens  (L),  executive  director  of  NCC  Camp  and 
Retreat  Ministries,  participated  in  a  sheltered  workshop 
at  La  Esperanza  in  Santiago,  Chile.  La  Esperanza 
(meaning  "hope")  offers  programs  and  a  group  home 
for  adults  with  mental  and  physical  handicaps. 


and  parents  with  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 


Money  paid  through  apportionments  allows 
organizations  such  as  the  Conference  Office  of 
Multicultural  and  Social  Ministries  to  make 
grants  to  worthy  ministries. 

Through  a  grant  Ebenezer  UMC  received  from 
the  Conference  Office  of  Multicultural  and  Social 
Ministries,  the  church's  Upward  Sports  Ministry 
was  able  to  offer  more  scholarships  to  families  in  the 
area.  Thus,  the  ministry  reached  even  more  children 
and  parents  with  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
fellowship  of  believers. 

"What  a  privilege  and  joy  to  minister  to  these 
families,"  said  Pam  Watson,  director  of  children  and 
youth  at  Ebenezer  UMC,  Raleigh.  "We  praise  God  for 
his  creativity  in  allowing  us  to  use  footballs,  basketballs 
and  pom-poms  to  reach  His  children  with  His  message 
of  love,  grace  and  hope." 

Over  the  last  year,  several  children  in  the  league 
made  a  profession  of  faith.  "There  are  faces  behind 
the  funds  that  are  granted  -  this  ministry  makes  a 
difference  in  the  lives  of  families  in  our  communities," 
said  Watson.  Approximately  80%  of  participants  come 
from  the  community. 

This  ministry  stretched  the  congregation  into 


The  power  of 
reaching  out  to 
the  community 


"radical  hospitality"  as  the  church  members  are 
historically  Caucasian,  while  participants  were  from 
other  races  and  economic  levels. 

"Our  congregation  has 
become  more  receptive 
to  opening  their  doors, 
minds,  and  hearts  to 
other  races.  Many 
members  of  our  church 
coached  teams  along  side 
fathers  of  children  from 
our  community,  some  of 
whom  were  unchurched. 
This  lent  opportunity 
for  the  fathers  and  the 
children  to  experience 
strong  Christian  character 
and  fellowship,"  said 
Watson. 

In  a  true  connectional 
manner,  Ebenezer  UMC 

was  able  to  share  what  they  learned  with  a  UM  church 
from  Goldsboro.  Members  visited  and  found  out 
more  about  the  sports  ministry  and  are  beginning  one 
in  their  community. 


MADE  POSSIBLE  BY 
APPORTIONMENT  GIVING 


Apportionment  giving  provides  salary  support 
for  new  church  pastors  for  the  first  several  years  of 
a  new  church's  existence.  Every  dollar  contributed 
is  an  investment  in  disciple-making  ministry 
through  new  church  development. 

Apportionment  giving  also  provides  support  for 
the  staffing  and  research  necessary  to  determine 
the  ideal  locations  for  new  churches  as  well  as  for 
training  the  pastors  of  new  church  starts. 

•  Since  1979,  the  NC  Conference  has  started  61 
new  United  Methodist  Churches  (averaging 
about  two  per  year). 

•  Of  those  started,  70%  remain  open  and  active. 
The  42  newest  NC  Conference  churches  make 
up  four  percent  of  the  Conference's  churches. 

•  Ethnic  and  low-income  locations  were  chosen 
for  31  percent  of  the  new  churches.  Korean, 
Hispanic-Latino,  Native  American,  African- 
American,  and  Zimbabwean  people  are 
represented  in  these  churches,  as  well  as  White 
(Anglo)  participants  and  smaller  numbers  of 
people  of  other  racial  and  national  identity. 

•  Attendance  at  new  churches  comprised  72 
percent  of  the  total  attendance  growth  in  the 
NC  Conference  in  the  last  28  years. 


•  In  2006,  there  were  3,237  new  professions 
of  faith  in  all  North  Carolina  churches.  The 
newest  churches  contributed  527  (or  16%)  of 
these  professions  of  faith. 

•  Nine  of  the  newest  churches  are  among  the 
largest  worship  attendance  churches  in  the 
North  Carolina  Conference. 

•  Collectively,  the  newest  churches  have  9,170 
persons,  on  average,  in  worship  each  week, 
representing  11%  of  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  total.  They  have  an  average  size  of 
241  persons  in  weekly  worship  attendance. 

•  North  Carolina  Conference  local  church 
membership  increased  by  79  people  in  2006, 
continuing  to  make  it  one  of  the  few  growing 
membership  annual  conferences.  The  newest 
group  of  churches  contributed  to  this  growth 
by  adding  737  new  members  to  the  conference 
total  in  2006. 

•  In  2006,  the  newest  North  Carolina  Conference 
churches,  although  only  4%  of  the  total  number 
of  North  Carolina  Conference  churches, 
contributed  7.03%  of  the  total  apportionment 
funds  collected  from  all  conference  churches, 
for  a  total  of  $1,247,965.00. 
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European  Methodist  Festival  brought  together 
Methodists  from  25  countries  to  learn  &  worship 


By  Kathleen  LaCamera  * 

More  than  a  thousand  Methodists  from  across 
Europe  gathered  in  August  in  Bratislava,  capital  city 
of  Slovakia,  to  celebrate  Europe's  diverse  and  vibrant 
Methodist  tradition. 

Speaking  a  wide  range  of  languages  and  dialects, 
representatives  from  25  countries  converged  for 
the  European  Methodist  Festival,  held  once  every 
four  years. 

The  event  included  workshops,  worship,  Bible 
study  and  fellowship. 

Teenagers  from  the  London-based  Ghanaian 
Methodist  Fellowship  choir,  who  performed  at  the 
festival,  expressed  surprise  at  how  easily  they  met 
people  from  other  countries.  "You  see  that  we  have 
the  same  things  in  common:  worshipping  God  and 
celebrating  (Methodism  founder  John)  Wesley,"  said 
Samuel  Kwaku,  17. 

Members  of  the  Portuguese  Methodist  folk  band 
Trevo  Alegre  serenaded  people  each  day  as  they  waited 
in  line  for  lunch. 

The  band  is  led  by  the  Rev.  Sifredo  Teixeira,  who 
also  is  bishop  of  the  Portuguese  Methodist  Church. 
"We  just  want  to  bring  a  little  joy  to  people," 
said  Teixeira. 

"I  didn't  know  what  to  expect  here,  but  I  like 
it,"  said  Nicole  Handschin,  a  nursing  student  from 
Switzerland. 

During  a  small  group  session,  Handschin  talked 
with  Methodists  from  Germany,  Poland,  Northern 
Ireland,  Austria  and  England  about  how  she  rejected 
the  church  as  a  teenager. 

"You  have  to  trust  you  have  sewn  seeds  (in  children) 
and  that  they  will  come  back,"  she  told  a  man 
whose  12-year-old  daughter  no  longer  wants  to  go 
to  church. 

Participants  explored  a  wide  variety  of  issues 
including  climate  change,  immigration,  family, 
mission,  other  faiths  and  spiritual  growth. 

Creative  arts  Bible  study  and  workshops  such  as  one 
called  "Charles  Wesley  Goes  Country"  encouraged 


The  Portuguese  Methodist  folk  band  Trevo  Alegre  serenades  participants  at  the  2007  European  Methodist 
Festival  in  Bratislava,  Slovak  Republic.  UMNS  photo  by  Kathleen  LaCamera. 


people  to  express  their  Christian  faith  in  new  ways. 

During  one  afternoon  recreation  session,  11 -year- 
old  Michael  Loughlin  from  England  went  head-to- 
head  with  Albania's  first  home-grown  pastor,  23-year- 
old  Rigels  Kasmollari,  in  heated  rounds  of  soccer  and 
ultimate  Frisbee. 

Worldwide  family 

"It's  good  to  meet  the  whole  Methodist  family 
in  Europe,"  said  the  Rev.  Bill  Lovelace,  an 
American  pastor.  Originally  from  the  Holston 
Conference,  Lovelace  is  now  district  superintendent 
for  the  Ukraine  and  Moldova  Conference. 


Church  Audio  Visual  Experts  that  care. 


M  C  R 


•  Serving  the  NCCUMC  since  1988 

•  Site  Surveys  &  Design  Consultations 

•  System  Integration  &  Upgrades 

•  New  &  Demo  AV  Equipment  Sales 

•  On-Site  Staff  &  Volunteer  Training 

•  Automated  Lighting  &  AV  Controls 


Integrated 
Technologies 


00.407.7368 

Sales 
Rentals 
Installations 


wwwjncrlcom 


Vfeit  ear  C*ry,NC  office 
next  to  Macedonia  KMC! 

...solutions 


Inl^Scrite 

Design 

PRINT  &  WEB 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Collaborating  with  non-profits  on: 

#  Web  site  development 
and  maintenance 

#  Newsletters 

#  Stationery 

#  Logo  design  \ 

#  Church  histories 

#  Writing/Editing 

Julie  Brown 
Julie@InkScribeDesign.com 
919-247-6434 

wwwJnkScribeDesign.com 


He  and  his  Swedish  United  Methodist  wife,  Helen, 
are  both  under  appointment  as  missionaries  through 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"It's  important  that  we  see  that  being  Methodist 
means  being  part  of  a  worldwide  Methodist  family," 
said  Bishop  Rosemarie  Wenner  of  Germany. 

She  was  delighted  to  see  large  delegations  from 
places  like  Poland,  Lithuania,  Macedonia  and  other 
Eastern  European  countries. 

Wenner  also  was  pleased  to  see  some  Americans  at 
the  festival  and  hopes  more  U.S.  United  Methodists 
will  make  the  effort  to  meet  their  European 
counterparts.  "Personal  relationships  are  really 
necessary,"  she  said. 

"We  receive  e-mails  from  Americans 
sayingTmcomingoverforvacation,  where 
can  I  find  and  meet  local  Methodists?' 
We  welcome  this.  Come  and  visit." 

The  Rev.  George  Freeman,  executive 
director  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
described  the  festival  atmosphere  as 
"joyful."  He  was  impressed  to  see  people 
embracing  what  they  have  in  common  as 
well  as  their  differences. 

"For  people  here,  the  church  is 
prominent,"  Freeman  said. 

"Americans  need  to  be  aware  there  are 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Europe  who  need 
our  prayers,  support  and  encouragement 
and  from  whom  we  can  learn  a  lot  about 
sharing  the  Gospel." 

Wearing  a  T-shirt  that  read  "I  believe 
God  talks  to  us  every  day  if  we  listen," 
Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of  Moscow  said  he 
hoped  that  people,  especially  in  smaller 
churches,  left  the  festival  feeling  a  very 
real  connection  with  the  European  and 
global  church. 


*  Kathleen  LaCamera  is  a  UMNS 
correspondent  based  in  England.^  _ 
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Albania 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
officially  exists  in  Albania.  Formal 
papers  were  signed  Aug.  20  in  the 
capital  city  of  Tirana  by  Bishop  Patrick 
Streiff,  leader  of  the  denomination  in 
Central  and  Southern  Europe. 

The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Albania  has  about  150  members 
and  friends  in  a  nation  of  3.8  million 
people. 

"We  praise  God  that  The  United 
Methodist  Church  is  now  officially 
recognized  in  Albania,"  said  the  Rev. 
R.  Randy  Day,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  in  a  statement. 

The  small  Balkan  country  has  a  highly 
diverse  religious  heritage  including 
Albanian-Orthodox  Christians,  Roman 
Catholics,  Muslims  and  now  a  slowly 
expanding  Protestant  presence.  About 
60  percent  of  the  people  are  Muslim, 
but  there  is  a  high  degree  of  religious 
tolerance. 

United  Methodists  hope  to  work 
in  close  collaboration  with  other 
Christian  groups  in  the  country. 

Russia 

United  Methodist  congregations 
continue  to  spread  across  the  vast 
expanses  of  what  was  once  the 
Soviet  Union.  Bishop  Hans  Vaxby  of 
Moscow  leads  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Eurasia. 

Delegates  from  all  five  of  the 
church's  regional  conferences  in  Russia 
attended  the  denomination's  Eurasia 
Conference  in  July,  which  opened  with 
an  evangelism  festival. 

The  most  important  business 
item,  according  to  Vaxby,  was  the 
development  of  an  extensive  policy  on 
church  property.  Discussions  continue 
over  a  revised  pension  plan,  and  whether 
to  have  one  common  or  five  separate 
boards  of  ordained  ministry. 


Participants  in  the  Ukraine 
and  Moldova  Provisional  Annual 
Conference  discussed  the  results  of 
leadership  training  led  by  the  Rev. 
Adam  Hamilton  and  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  last  March. 

Members  of  various  churches  shared 
the  purpose  statements  and  strategic 
goals  they  had  created. 

"Everyone  was  excited  to  learn 
of  the  progress  and  growth  of  the 
fellow  churches  in  the  conference  as 
the  concepts  learned  at  the  seminar 
were  implemented  at  the  local  level," 
Vaxby  noted. 

Canada 

Filipinos  with  United  Methodist 
roots  have  formed  the  denomination's 
only  congregation  in  western  Canada. 

Named  Samahan,  for  aTagalog  word 
meaning  "a  grouping  of  people  with 
one  purpose  or  a  common  interest," 
the  congregation  is  located  in  Surrey, 
British  Columbia. 

The  church  is  part  of  the  United 
Methodist  Pacific  Northwest  Annual 
Conference  in  the  United  States. 

A  formal  charter  was  presented  during 


a  "Fiesta  Metodista"  celebration. 

Canada  has  not  had  official  Methodist 
congregations  since  1925,  when  the 
United  Church  of  Canada  was  formed 
by  Congregationalists,  Methodists  and 
about  three-fourths  of  the  country's 
Presbyterians. 


East  Africa 


Movies  and  the  media  have 
encouraged  the  spread  of  substance  and 
drug  abuse  in  East  Africa,  says  Bishop 
Daniel  Wandabula,  who  serves  on  a 
task  force  on  the  problem. 

"The  users  are  portrayed  as  stars  in 
both  social  and  economic  fields  and 
this  encourages  our  youth  to  desire  and 
be  associated  with  this  kind  of  group. 
Substance  abuse  is  spreading  like 
bushfire  in  East  Africa." 

He  cites  other  factors,  including 
regional  conflict  in  which  "combatants 
are  encouraged  to  take  drugs  as  a  way 
of  getting  courage  to  fight  and  carry  out 
atrocities." 

Wandabula  and  other  members  of 
the  African  Task  Force  on  Substance 
Abuse  and  Related  Violence  discussed 
the  challenges  during  a  meeting  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya. 


The  task  force  is  part  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  Special  Program  on 
Substance  Abuse  and  Related  Violence. 

Washington,  DC 

This  past  summer,  like  many  others, 
14  interns  traveled  to  Washington  D.C. 
These  interns  did  not  work  on  Capital 
Hill.  Instead,  they  reported  to  the 
United  Methodist  building  across  from 
the  Supreme  Court. 

These  are  the  Ethnic  Young  Adult 
interns,  selected  by  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  to  spend  two  months 
interning  at  places  all  over  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

They  are  chosen  for  their  leadership 
qualities,  involvement  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church  and  ethnic  heritage. 

The  interns  range  in  age  from  18 
to  22  and  represent  African,  African- 
American,  Indian-American,  Hispanic/ 
Latino  and  Asian-American  heritage. 

"The  internship  is  unique... it  is  geared 
towards  persons  of  color,  historically 
representing  the  racial  ethnic  caucuses 
and  communities  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,"  said  the  Rev.  Neal 
Christie,  the  board's  intern  program 
director. 

"It  is  unique  in  that  it's  multiracial,  it's 
intentionally  seeking  out  persons  that 
otherwise  would  not  be  represented  in 
Washington  D.C,  especially  on  Capitol 
Hill  and  advocacy  settings,"  he  added. 

Having  the  multiracial  interns  on 
the  Hill  brings  voices  that  are  not  fully 
represented  and  allows  these  young 
people  to  be  seen  and  heard,  he  said. 

Susan  Jacob,  an  Indian  American 
and  student  at  St.  John's  University  in 
Queens,  N.Y.,  appreciated  the  chance 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Jesus. 

"Jesus  worked  for  justice,  he  cared  for 
the  poor,  sick,  hungry  and  dying,  and  it 
is  important  for  the  church  to  stand  for 
those  issues,"  she  said. 

Compiled  from  UMNS  briefs. 


UMCOR  requests  support  for 
ongoing  disaster  recovery  efforts 


Two  years  after  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 

Rita,  the  need  continues  for  prayers,  volunteers, 
and  donations.  Gifts  to  the  Bishops  Appeal  #818- 
001  -  "Katrina  Church  Recovery"  go  directly  to  the 
rebuilding  of  UM  churches  and  other  facilities  as 
well  as  to  salaries  and  training. 

Gifts  specifically  designated  for  rebuilding 
in  Mississippi,  should  have  Advance  #  S00157  - 
"Mississippi  Conference"  on  the  memo  line. 

In  the  recent  earthquake  in  Peru,  an  entire 
region  was  devastated,  and  many  of  the  Methodist 
churches  were  heavily  damaged  or  destroyed  when 
they  are  needed  the  most.  Give  to  the  UMCOR 
Advance  #982450  -  "Peru  Earthquake." 


Hurricane  2007  relief  funds  are  low  as 
UMCOR  seeks  to  respond  to  hurricane  damage 
this  season.  Support  is  imperative  to  UMCOR's 
response.  Please  give  to  UMCOR  Advance 
#98251 1  -  "Hurricanes  2007,  Global." 

Support  UMCOR's  response  to  emergency 
needs  around  the  world  without 
specifying  a  certain  emergency  by  donating 
to  Advance  #  982450  -  "Disaster  Response, 
International."  Gifts  to  this  fund  enable  UMCOR 
to  quickly  respond  with  resources  such  as  food, 
shelter,  medicine,  and  supplies  for  emergencies 
worldwide  including  natural  disasters,  war,  and 
social  or  political  conflict. 


UMCOR 

United  Methodist  Committee  On  Relief 


Donations  for  UMCOR  cm  be  mailed  to: 

The  NC  Conference/Raleigh  Area, 

Attn:  Advance  #XXXXXX  -  "Advance  Name" 

PO  Box  60053 

Charlotte,  NC  28260-0053 
Note  the  Advance  name/number,  church  name, 
and  church  district  on  the  check. 

Donations  can  also  be  made  online  at  http:// 
secure.gbgm-umc.org/donations/advance/donate_ 
select_project.cfrn  or  by  calling  (888)  252-6174. 
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John  Guard  (left)  presented  the  Town  of  Edenton  Resolution  honoring  the  Rev.  Jim 
Huskins  (right)  on  the  last  day  Huskins  served  as  pastor  of  Edenton  UMC.  Guard  is 
chair  of  the  staff/parish  relations  committee  at  Edenton  UMC. 


MERCI's  new  director 


from  page  3 


City,  MERCI,  and  the  Chowan  Inter- 
Faith  Initiative  in  Edenton." 

It  concluded  by  declaring  the  last  day 
Huskins  served  as  Edenton  UMC's  pastor 
(June  24)  to  be  Jim  Huskins  Day. 

MERCI's  mission  grows 

"The  original  mission  of  MERCI  is 
no  longer  the  sole  mission.  MERCI's 
mission  has  grown  in  ways  that  were 
unanticipated  at  the  founding," 
Huskins  said. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  a  center 
for  disaster  response  training  and  a 
site  for  distributing  response  materials, 
"MERCI  now  serves  as  a  resource  for 
the  State  of  North  Carolina...,  as  the 
clearing  house  for  volunteer  teams 
coming  into  North  Carolina.  The 
State  Emergency  management  office 
often  calls  MERCI  to  refer  response 
and  recovery  teams  to  the  area  most 
needed,"  he  said. 

"MERCI    has    become    the  area 


support  site  for  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  and 
ships  flood  buckets  and  health  kits  to 
many  disaster  sites,"  Huskins  added. 

On  his  first  day  of  work,  he  said  it 
was  clear  that  MERCI  has  become  the 
Conference  logistic  center  for  the  major 
work  of  Conference  mission  programs. 
One  of  the  two  warehouses  "is  full  of 
items  to  be  shipped  around  the  world," 
he  said. 

Huskins  said  it  was  time  to  look 
at  MERCI  being  included  in  the 
Conference  budget.  "Some  of  those 
funds  can  be  replaced  by  the  Advance 
giving  lane,"  he  said.  Another  way 
funds  may  be  raised  would  be  through 
an  appeal  for  $1  per  member. 

The  Elizabeth  City  District  has  voted 
to  raise  $20,000  for  MERCI  in  2008 
and  is  challenging  the  other  1 1  districts 
to  also  raise  $1  or  more  per  member 
in  support  of  the  MERCI  ministry, 
Huskins  said. 
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Bibles, 
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Greeting 
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ph:  866-439-7684 
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ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 
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Hispanic/Latino  Leadership 
Academy  receives  grant  by 
Board  of  Higher  Education 


By  Vicki  Brown  * 

(UMNS)  -  A  cooperative  ministry 
to  provide  ongoing  academic  and 
spiritual  training  for  Hispanic  leadership 
in  the  Western  and  North  Carolina 
annual  conferences  was  among  four 
programs  awarded  a  $10,000  ethnic 
in-service  training  grant  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

The  North  Carolina  Hispanic/Latino 
Leadership  Academy  is  a  cooperative 
venture  of  United  Methodist-related 
Pfeiffer  University,  the  Western  and 
North  Carolina  annual  conferences, 
and  the  Albemarle  District  Hispanic 
Ministries. 


igenejwl  mm>  of 


The  proposed  academy  aims  to 
address  the  needs  of  the  growing 
Hispanic  population  in  North  Carolina. 

It  will  gather  quarterly  for  two-day 
sessions  with  a  United  Methodist 
professor  in  each  of  four  areas: 
Bible,  theology,  Methodism  and 
pastoral  care. 

According  to  the  grant  application, 
while  about  500,000  Hispanics  live 
in  North  Carolina,  there  is  just  one 
Hispanic  elder  in  30  appointments 


to  Hispanic  churches  in  both  the 
Western  North  Carolina  and  North 
Carolina  annual  conferences.  The 
rest  of  the  churches  are  led  by  local 
pastors  and  lay  missioners.  The  grant 
would  provide  ongoing  academic  and 
spiritual  training. 

The  grants  were  approved  during 
the  Aug.  23-25  meeting  of  the  board 
awarding  the  four  grants  to  programs 
in  North  Carolina,  Nebraska  and 
California. 

The  fourth  grant  will  fund  a  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
program  to  train  youth  and  young 
adults  for  General  Conference,  the 
top  legislative  body  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The   grant   to  Black 
Methodists   for  Church 
Renewal     will  provide 
training  to  seven  youth 
and    young    adults  in 
parliamentary  procedure 
and  General  Conference  processes  to 
prepare  them  for  leadership  positions 
in  the  church. 

The  organization  will  select 
the  trainees  and  conduct  training 
sessions  during  its  meeting  Feb.  27- 
March  1,  2008. 

*  Vicki  Brown  is  an  associate  editor  and 
writer  in  the  Office  of  Interpretation, 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 


Safe  Sanctuaries  from  page  3 


with  information  and  tools  for 
local  churches,  and  special  events 
have  been  held  with  the  author 
of  the  primary  book  resource 
on  the  topic. 

"In  the  High  Point  case,  the  church 
averages  60  in  worship  and  eight  youth 
in  the  youth  group.  The  youth  director 
turned  a  blind  eye  to  the  warning  signs 
of  a  problem.  Now  the  youth  director 
and  the  church  face  a  very  expensive 
lawsuit."  Nicholson  said. 

The  adult  volunteer  in  the  case 
involving  Providence  Baptist,  a  church 
with  2,700  members,  worked  with  the 
church's  300  or  so  middle-school  age 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS  m 
for  Churches  since  1961  !#f^i 


*- 

SOUND  ♦  CCTV  ♦  PROJECTORS  +  CHIMES 
Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

'  Systems  That  Work  " 

Lillington,  North  Carolina 
(800)669-3204  or  (910)893-4183 


children.  He  was  convicted  of  multiple 
sex  crimes  against  six  victims  who  were 
13  at  the  time. 

"To  assist  small  churches  with 
developing  their  safe  sanctuaries 
policy,  a  regional  workshop  is  being 
held  in  October,"  Nicholson  said. 
The  workshop  will  be  held  on  Sunday, 
Oct.  28,  2-5  pm  at  Helena  UMC  in 
Durham. 

"Implementation  of  a  safe  sanctuaries 
policy  is  ongoing  and  requires  continual 
evaluation  as  churches  live  into  their 
practices  for  safe  ministry  and  find  out 
what  works  and  what  will  not  as  well  as 
what  is  needed  as  ministry  and  society/ 
culture  change,"  Nicholson  said. 

Questions  can  be  directed  to  Sue 
Ellen  Nicholson,  senicholson@nccumc. 
org  or  by  calling  1-800-849-4433. 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

November  4,  2007 

Text:  Genesis  37 
"Joseph's  Dream" 

It's  hard  to  study  this  week's  text 
without  remembering  how  the 
story  ends. 

Even  if  we  have  not  looked  ahead  to 
the  lessons  for  the  coming  weeks,  many 
of  us  already  know  that  this  dream 
that  Joseph  has  turns  out  to  be  a  good 
forecast  of  coming  events. 

(Interestingly  enough,  the  Hebrew 
word  for  "dream"  comes  from  a  root 
word  meaning  "to  bind  firmly."  The 
Old  Testament  culture  often  believed 
that  a  dream  always  reflected  a  reality.) 

But  for  the  time  being,  the  report 
of  the  dream  shatters  whatever  fragile 
relationship  Joseph  might  have  had 
with  his  brothers. 

Not  once,  but  twice,  Joseph  relays  an 
account  of  his  dreams  (Genesis  37:5, 9). 
Is  Joseph  bragging?  Is  he  simply  naive? 
Is  he  testing  the  waters?  Is  he  planting 
a  seed?  Is  Joseph  out  of  touch  with 
real  life? 

Whatever  has  motivated  Joseph  to 
inform  his  brothers  of  the  dreams,  the 
result  is  bitterness  and  brokenness. 

Although  we  might  understand  how 
the  brothers  responded  (maybe  even 
egging  each  other  on  a  bit),  we  are 
not  likely  to  approve  of  their  methods: 
Murder?  Throwing  him  into  a  pit  to 
die?  Selling  him  into  slavery? 

None  of  these  is  a  good  option.  What 
might  they  have  done?  Go  and  tell  their 
father  Jacob?  (No  one  likes  a  tattle-tell.) 
Continue  to  pick  on  Joseph?  (No  one 
likes  a  bully.)  Do  nothing  and  let  the 
hatred  build  up?  (That's  not  exactly  a 
healthy  response.)  Confront  Joseph  and 
tell  him  how  they  feel?  (As  if  this  would 
be  news  to  Joseph.) 

It  is  difficult  to  see  what  response 
might  have  defused  the  situation.  But 
because  we  know  how  the  story  ends 
(in  the  next  ten  or  eleven  chapters  of 
Genesis),  we  already  are  aware  that  God 
is  able  to  move  through  our  mistakes 
and  our  hurts  and  our  misjudgments. 

That  is  not  to  suggest  that  God  prefers 
our  mistakes,  hurts,  and  misjudgments 
as  the  context  for  God's  work,  but  it  is 
to  claim  that  our  errors  do  not  form  the 
boundaries  for  God's  activity. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Anna,  Jesus  Loves  You  (Upper 


Novembe  r 


Room),  James  Wagner  quotes  Morton 
Kelsey's  book  Dreams:  A  Way  to  Listen  to 
God:  "The  most  significant  difference 
between  a  dream  and  a  vision  is  that  a 
dream  occurs  while  we  are  sleeping  and 
the  vision  appears  while  we  are  awake. 
A  vision  is  often  regarded  as  an 
abnormal  occurrence,  but  it  really  is 
not.  It  simply  means  that  a  person 
seeing  a  vision  is  open  to  the  same 
reality  entered  into  in  a  dream,  but  in 
this  case  he  or  she  is  awake." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  eternity,  God  of 
tomorrow,  break  into  my  sleeping  places 
to  wake  me  with  Your  good  news.  Watch 
over  my  bumbling  and  my  mumbling 
and  bring  a  good  tomorrow. 

November  I  1 , 2007 

Text:  Genesis  41:25-45 
"Joseph's  Dream  Begins 
to  Come  True" 

If  Joseph  had  been  running  for  office 
in  the  recent  elections,  I  think  I  might 
have  voted  for  him. 

Not  only  does  Joseph  tell  Pharaoh 
the  good  news  (Genesis  41:29 — the 
dream  means  there  will  be  seven  years 
of  abundance),  he  tells  Pharaoh  the 
bad  news  (Genesis  41:31 — the  dream 
reveals  that  there  will  be  seven  years  of 
extreme  famine). 

I  appreciate  someone  who  will  tell  me 
what  I  need  to  hear,  not  just  what  he  or 
she  thinks  I  want  to  hear.  Beyond  that, 
what  makes  me  want  to  vote  for  Joseph 
is  that  he  spells  out  a  plan  for  how  to  deal 
with  the  potential  devastation  (Genesis 
41:34-36 — set  aside  twenty  percent  of 
the  food  each  year  as  a  reserve  for  those 
famine  years) . 

When  Joseph  interprets  (literally, 
"opens  up")  Pharaoh's  dreams,  he  offers 
a  proposal  for  next  steps.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  identify  the  problem;  the 
real  gift  is  to  suggest  solutions. 

I  am  intrigued  by  the  way  various 
translations  render  the  word  dabar 
(Genesis  41:37). 

The  New  Revised  Standard 
Version  calls  it  a  "proposal."  The  New 
International  Version  uses  the  word 
"plan."  The  King  James  Version  simply 
says  "the  thing."  The  Living  Bible 
paraphrase  describes  it  as  "Joseph's 
suggestion." 

Ephrem,  a  fourth  century  writer, 
refers  to  this  as  "Joseph's  awareness  of 
the  divine  plan."  However  the  word 
is  translated,  there  is  a  clear  sense  that 
Joseph  is  not  only  about  describing, 


Joseph  is  also  about  prescribing.  (It's 
like  a  doctor  who  not  only  diagnoses 
the  rash  on  my  arm,  but  also  tells  me 
the  medicine  to  take  care  of  it.) 

Joseph  is  clearly  a  key  player  in  God's 
unfolding  presence  in  the  life  of  the 
Hebrew  people. 

From  this  episode,  we  learn  that  God 
sees  a  way  to  bring  restoration  when 
God's  people  are  damaged  or  diverted. 
Even  Pharaoh  becomes  convinced  that 
God  is  at  work  in  these  events  (Genesis 
41:38-39). 

Maybe  the  message  is  that  God  is 
the  source  of  our  hope  in  the  times  and 
places  of  despair.  Even  when  life  makes 
no  sense  to  us,  God  is  at  work  to  give  us 
life  of  abundant  mercy. 

Call  it  a  plan,  a  proposal,  a  suggestion, 
or,  in  the  words  of  the  King  James 


October  2007 

4-6     Probationary  Retreat  (2nd 
year  PMs),  Church  of  the 
Resurrection,  Lea  wood,  KS 

6      United  Methodist 

Retirement  Home  Bazaar  - 
Cypress  Glen 

10  Leadership  Training  Event; 
Advocate  Advisory  Board, 
2  pm,  Cabinet  Room,  UMB 

12  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission  Meeting;  2  pm; 
Methodist  University; 
Fayetteville 

1 3  Conference  UMW 
Annual  Meeting 

14-19  NC  Five  Day  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Formation;  Trinity 
Center;  Salter  Path,  NC 

1 5      Duke  Probationary  Seminar 
(for  persons  seeking 
commissioning) 

1 8      MERCI  Board  Meeting 

1 8     Delegation  Meeting,  2  pm, 
Centenary  UMC  Smithfield 

24      Communications  Circle,  2 
pm.  Assembly  Room,  UMB 

27     United  Methodist 

Retirement  Home  Bazaar  - 
Croasdaile  Village 

30     Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence  Seminar, 
"Shifting  to  a  Culture  of 
Equipping,"  9am-4pm, 
St  Marks  UMC,  Raleigh 


TUDY 


Version,  "the  thing" — such  hope  carries 
the  mark  of  God's  presence. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Loyalty  to  God  (Abingdon  Press), 
Theodore  Jennings,  Jr.  has  written: 
"Without  hope  there  would  be  no 
cause  for  remembering.  If  the  past  had 
no  future,  it  would  not  concern  us." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  our 
prayer  begin:  "You  moved  in  Your 
servant  Joseph  to  give  a  tomorrow  for 
Your  people.  There  are  days,  weeks, 
years,  when  we  grapple  with  the 
uncertainties  of  life.  Now  we  bring 
those  uncertainties  to  You  that  You 
might  give  the  grace  of  hope..." 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 


For  more  information,  visit 
www.nccumc.org  and  click  on 
"Calendar"  at  the  top  of  the  page. 
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2  Church  Women  United 
World  Community  Day 
(UMW) 

6  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "Church  Planter 
&  Leader  Team  Tune-Up 
Seminar,  8:30am  -  4:30pm 
Edenton  St.  UMC,  Raleigh 

7  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "How  to  Identify 
and  Assess  New  Church 
Start  Pastors,"  Edenton  St. 
UMC,  Raleigh, 

7  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "Church  Planter 
&  Leader  Team  Tune-Up 
Seminar," 8:30am  -  12:30pm 
Edenton  St.  UMC,  Raleigh 

8  Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "How  to  Identify 
and  Assess  New  Church 
Start  Pastors,"  Edenton 
Street  UMC,  Raleigh 

9-1 1    Pilgrimage;  Crown 

Coliseum;  Fayetteville 

9-1 1    Extended  Cabinet  Summit 
at  Lake  Junaluska  with 
Council  of  Bishops 

10     Conference  UMW 

DO-IT-DAY;  Westminster 
UMC;  Kinston 

15-18  SEJ  Connectional  Table 

26     CCT,  10  am,  UMB 
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November  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  13 


November  1 8, 2007 

Text:  Genesis  43: 1  -45: 1 5 
"God  Preserved  a  Remnant" 

No  matter  how  many  times  I  read 
the  story  of  Joseph  and  his  brothers, 
I  am  moved  by  the  simple,  powerful 
statement:  "I  am  Joseph"  (Genesis 
45:3). 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  what  the 
brothers  felt:  "dismayed"  (NRSV), 
"dumbfounded"  (Revised  English 
Bible),  "frightened"  (Contemporary 
English  Version),  "troubled"  (King 
James  Version),  "terrified"  (New 
International  Version),  "stunned" 
(Living  Bible). 

That  scene  would  be  like  having 
the  top  ten  sins  of  your  life  displayed 
on  the  giant  screen  at  Times  Square  in 
New  York  City.  Your  failures  would  be 
spread  out  for  all  to  see  and  you  have  no 
place  left  to  hide.  There  is  nothing  else 
Joseph  could  have  said  that  would  have 
so  devastated  his  brothers. 

"I  am  Joseph"  confronted  them  with 
the  fullness  of  their  evil  folly.  They  came 
looking  for  help  and  the  one  who  could 
help  them  was  the  one  whom  they  had 
tried  to  trash. 

Is  it  the  same  kind  of  voice  I  hear 
when  I  ask  for  Gods  blessing?  The 
identification  is  not  "Joseph,"  but  the 
voice  says  "I  am  Yahweh,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Joseph.  I 
have  come  to  you  in  Jesus  the  Messiah." 
Suddenly,  I,  who  have  come  asking  for 
help,  stand  in  front  of  the  very  one  I 
have  offended.  It  is  an  overwhelming 
moment. 

Notice  what  happens  after  Joseph 
speaks  the  word  of  reconciliation 
(Genesis  45:5).  These  brothers  who  in 
their  fright  have  not  been  able  even  to 
speak  (Genesis  45:3),  now  move  to  talk 
with  Joseph  (Genesis  45:15). 

Now  that  Joseph  has  moved  with  a 
forgiving  initiative,  the  brothers  are 
freed  for  conversation.  (What  do  you 
suppose  they  talked  about?) 


DAVIS,  Herman  Fred 
(retired)  died  August  23. 
A  celebration  of  his  life 
was  celebrated  on  August 
25  at  Trinity  UMCin 
Elizabethtown. 
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When  God  moves  in  prevenient 
grace  to  convict  me  of  my  sin  and  in 
justifying  grace  to  pardon  me  for  my 
guilt,  then  I  am  freed  for  sanctifying 
conversation  with  God.  Then  the  way 
is  cleared  for  the  full  mercy  of  God's 
goodness. 

For  the  first  fourteen  verses  of  chapter 
45,  Joseph  does  all  the  talking. 

It  is  a  powerful  thing  to  imagine  what 
stirred  in  the  hearts  of  these  brothers 
as  Joseph  continued  to  unwrap  grace, 
forgiveness,  reality,  and,  perhaps  most 
of  all,  a  future. 

Only  then  is  the  way  cleared  for 
the  brothers  to  talk  (Genesis  45:15). 
God  weeps  with  us  and  invites  us  to 
conversation. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Mark  Gibbs  and  T.  Ralph  Morton 
have  written  {God's  Frozen  People, 
Westminster  Press):  "God  is  gracious 
enough  to  give  to  his  servants  some 
assurance  that  they  can  persevere 
through  the  fogs  of  life;  but  the  fogs  do 
not  always  disperse  after  a  few  hours.  It 
is  this  kind  of  reality  which  the  church 
should  teach  us  to  face." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "You  are  indeed  God..." 

November  25,2007 

Text:  Genesis  48:8-21 
"Jacob  Blessed  His  Family" 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  season  when 
the  Thanksgiving  holiday  and  the  pre- 
Christmas  days  of  Advent  shape  many 
family  occasions.  (It  can  be  a  difficult 
time  for  those  in  broken  or  scattered 
families,  both  in  those  families  separated 
in  relationship  and  those  divided  by 
death.) 

This  week's  lesson  concludes  eleven 
weeks  of  following  the  family  of 
Abraham  and  Sarah. 

The  place  cards  at  the  family  table 
would  include  Abraham,  Sarah,  Isaac, 
Hagar,  Ishmael,  Rebekah,  Esau,  Jacob, 
and  Joseph.  And  we  know  there  are 
others. 

When  God  "does  family,"  God  "does 
family"  in  a  big  way! 

This  study  draws  upon  ancient 
customs  of  blessing  (48:15)  and 
inheritance  (48:4)  and  familial  order 
(48:18-19). 

Some  of  it  seems  strange  in 
our  day  of  wills,  revocable  trusts, 
psychological  studies  on  birth  order, 
and  intergenerational  dynamics. 

But  again  it  is  the  unseen  hand  of  God 
that  is  moving  through  these  activities. 
In  a  tactile  way,  Jacob  is  passing  on 
the  gift  of  blessing  that  has  been  his. 
(The  laying  on  of  hands  is  still  a  vital 
part  of  many  of  our  services  today: 
baptism,  confirmation,  commissioning, 


ordination,  healing.) 

Might  we  say  that  God's  blessings 
are  never  intended  to  be  a  closed 
circuit?  God's  blessing  is  intended  to  be 
passed  on. 

Charles  Wesley  wrote  of  this 
expansion  of  God's  touch  of  blessing: 
"See  how  great  a  flame  aspires,  kindled 
by  a  spark  of  grace"  (No.  541,  United 
Methodist  Hymnal). 

Jacob  is  connecting  the  next 
generations  with  the  story  that  has 
come  before  (Genesis  48: 1 5a),  the  story 
that  is  unfolding  in  their  midst  (Genesis 
48:15b),  and  the  story  that  is  yet  to  be 
(Genesis  48:16). 

When  Jacob  prays  that  his  name  be 
perpetuated  (48:16),  he  is  not  asking 
for  fame. 

He  is  asking  that  the  grace  that  has 
sustained  him  through  a  troublesome 
journey  (remember  Esau?)  be  alive  and 
well  in  Joseph  and  Joseph's  sons. 

In  biblical  terms,  one's  name 
represented  one's  character,  one's  nature, 


one's  relationships,  one's  spirit.  (Do  we 
not  pray  "in  Jesus'  name?") 

Jacob  is  calling  on  God  to 
continue  the  name — the  character, 
the  nature,  the  relationships,  the 
spirit — of  what  Jacob's  life  has 
proved:  God's  love  is  sufficient  for 
the  journey. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  a  letter  to  his  fiancee,  Maria  von 
Wedemeyer,  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer  wrote 
{Love  Letters  from  Cell  92,  Abingdon 
Press):  "A  blessing  is  the  visible, 
perceptible,  effective  proximity  of  God. 
A  blessing  demands  to  be  passed  on — it 
communicates  itself  to  other  people.  He 
that  is  blessed  is  himself  a  blessing." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "In  this  season  of 
memories  and  hopes,  God  of  grace, 
restore  in  me  a  sense  of  blessing.  You 
have  walked  with  my  ancestors  in  the 
faith,  so  now  walk  with  me. . ." 


Educators 
Fellowship  re-organizes 


Following  a  conference-wide 
survey  of  Christian  Educators,  the 
NC  Conference  Christian  Educa- 
tors Fellowship  (CEF)  Executive 
Committee  has  instituted  chang- 
es in  the  organization  of  the  NC 
Conference  Chapter  and  has  made 
plans  for  programs  for  this  year. 

"Spiritual  care  emerged  as 
the  greatest  need;  professional 
growth  and  training  in  a  variety  of 
categories  were  also  high  interest 
areas,"  said  Joyce  Horn,  president 
of  the  CEF  Chapter  explaining  the 
survey  results. 

"Meeting  in  small  groups, 
mentors,  and  conference-wide 
events  were  the  top  items  that 
would  be  helpful  to  Christian 
Educators.  Meeting  quarterly 
and  in  geographically  convenient 
locations  were  preferred,"  she 
added. 

The  changes  reflect  these 
suggestions.  On  Nov.  1,  CEF  will 
sponsor  a  workshop  called  "How 
to  Make  Disciples  Using  the 
Wesleyan  Model." 


Mary  Jane 
Pierce  Norton 


Christian 
Educators 
Fellowship 

The  United  Methodist  Cfaorcb 


The  Rev. 
Mary  Jane  Pierce 
Norton,  from 
the  staff  of  The 
General  Board 
of  Discipleship, 
will  lead  the 
workshop  at 
Daniels  UMC 
in  Golds  bo  ro. 
"This  workshop  will  be  very 
helpful  in  implementing  the  Seven 
Pathways  for  our  Conference," 
said  the  Rev.  Judith  Stephens,  a 
CEF  member. 

To  register  for  the  workshop, 
write  to  Rev.  Stephens  at  PO  Box 
726,  Fuquay-Varina,  NC  27526 
or  send  an  e-mail  to  jstephens@ 
nccumc.org. 

In  addition,  a  CEF  Spiritual 
Renewal  Retreat  will  be  held  in 
April  2008  at  The  Bergland  Center, 
Camp  Rockfish. 

Questions  upcoming  CEF 
meetings  should  be  directed  to  the 
Rev.  Joyce  Horn,  Genesis  UMC, 
by  email  at  jbhorn@nccumc.org 
or  by  calling  336-599-6812. 

Updates  and  information 
of  interest  to  those  working 
in  the  area  of  Christian 
Formation  are  available  on 
the  NC  Conference  Web 


site  at  www.nccumc.org. 

Visit  the  Ministries  and 
offices  section  and  click  on 
Christian  Education. 
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Methodist  University  - 
Hot  Summer  Day  5K 

The  Methodist  University  Physician  Assistant  (PA)  Program  raised  $5,000 
at  its  Second  Annual  "Hot  Summer  Day  5k"  Saturday,  Aug.  25.  Of  the 
money  raised,  $1,000  will  be  donated  to  The  Care  Clinic — a  non-profit 
medical  clinic  in  Fayetteville  serving  the  uninsured  and  under-insured  of 
Cumberland  County — and  $4,000  will  be  allocated  for  a  review  course  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  student  travel  expenses  to  the  Physician  Assistant 
National  Convention  jn.San  Antonio,  Texas.  There  were  123  participants 
in  the  event. 


Hertford  UMC  -  Stephen  Ministry 

Conna  Gessler  and  Carroll  Harrell  (front,  L-R),  Hertford  UMC's  newly 
certified  Stephen  Ministers  are  shown  with  (back  row,  L-R)  the  Rev.  Dave 
Beck,  Hertford  pastor,  and  Dee  Goss,  a  certified  Stephen  Minister. 


Submit  "Around  the  Conference"  items  to  bnorton@ 
nccumc.org.  The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month.  All  articles  and 
photos  subject  to  editing.  Photographs  or  art  should  be  submitted 
at  300dpi  or  higher  in  JPG  orTIF  formats. 


Elizabeth  City  District 


To  honor  and  recognize  Dr.  Won  Seok  Namkoong  (R),  Elizabeth  City  district  superintendent, 
obtaining  his  US  Citizenship,  the  Rev.  Bill  Masciangelo  (L),  New  Hope  UMC  in  Hertford, 
presented  him  with  an  American  Flag.  Rev.  Masciangeleo  is  shown  presenting  a  certificate 
to  Dr.  Namkoong  that  the  flag  flew  over  the  US  Capitol  on  July  1.  Namkoong  is  a  native 
of  South  Korea.  He  has  a  B.A.  from  Nankuk  University  of  Foreign  Studies,  M.Div.  from 
Duke  Divinity  School,  and  D.Min  from  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 


Pine  Valley  UMC  -  Tent  Meeting 

As  a  culmination  of  its  annual  "Camp  Meeting  Month"  observance,  Pine  Valley  UMC  had 
dinner  on  the  grounds  followed  by  an  outdoor  tent  meeting  revival  service  on  Sunday,  Aug. 
26.  Highlighting  the  service  were  testimonies,  hymn  singing,  music  by  the  Chancel  and  the 
newly-formed  Southern  Gospel  choirs,  old-fashioned  paper  fans  designed  and  made  by  the 
children,  and  preaching  by  former  PVUMC  minister  Eckie  Lancaster.  The  service  was  led  by 
Bill  Braswell,  senior  minister  of  PVUMC. 


CltiJPelt 


by  tor!  Zorowski 
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New  hymnal  proposed  for  United  Methodist  Church 


By  Andrew  J.  Schleicher  * 

(UMNS)  -  The  United  Methodist  Church  could 
have  a  new  hymnal  by  2013  under  plans  endorsed  by 
the  denomination's  Board  of  Discipleship.  Directors  of 
the  board  voted  to  ask  the  2008  General  Conference 
to  form  a  hymnal  creation  committee. 

If  the  committee's  work  is  approved  by  the 
denomination's  top  legislative  body  in  2012,  the 
new  resource  would  replace  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  published  in  1989.  It  would  be  the  second 
official  revision  since  the  merger  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  Methodist  churches  in  1968,  not 
including  new  songbooks  for  specific  racial/ethnic  or 
language  communities. 

The  Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt,  chief  staff  executive 
of  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  that  25  years  is  a 
typical  life  of  a  hymnal. 

"What  is  the  message  being  sent  to  young  people 
who  come  to  church  and  see  a  hymnal  from  1989 
—  a  hymnal  that  is  older  than  they  are?"  Greenwaldt 
said  in  an  interview  with  United  Methodist  News 
Service.  "We  need  a  new  hymnal  that  picks  up  new 
hymns,  new  texts,  new  melodies,  new  words  to  old 
tunes  that  are  being  created  and  being  sung  in  our 
churches.  It  is  time  to  engage  the  General  Conference 
in  this  question." 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  already 
has  endorsed  the  project. 

"Our  research  shows  that  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  is  widely  used  in  all  membership-size  churches, 
but  that  there  is  also  the  strong  desire  for  additional 
and  new  hymns  and  tunes  to  augment  worship  in  a 


variety  of  styles  and  settings,"  said  Neil  Alexander, 
president  of  the  church's  publishing  agency. 

Alexander  suggested  a  new  hymnal  would  include 
musical  styles  such  as  jazz,  spirituals  and  contemporary 
harmonies  and  a  greater  variety  of  accompaniment 
settings  for  guitars,  keyboards  and  percussion 
instruments.  It  also  would  draw  more  music  from 


racial/ethnic  communities  and  would  better  serve 
contemplative  settings  such  as  Taize  worship  and 
special  services  for  baptism  and  communion. 

*  Andrew  Schleicher,  former  editor  of  The  United 
Methodist  Newscope,  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Empowering  and  equipping  the  local  church 

are  topics  of  Conference  Connectional  Table  discussion 

Members  of  the  Conference  Connectional  Table  meeting  on  Sept.  10  participated  in  a  discussion 
of  the  Seven  Pathways  and  ways  to  equip  and  empower  the  local  church.  Members  were  divided  into  seven 
discussion  groups,  each  with  a  different  Pathway.  The  November  meeting  will  look  at  proposed  Circle 
budgets  and  how  each  relates  to  the  Seven  Pathways.  It  will  also  look  at  the  budget's  relationship  to  a 
recommendation  from  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  administration  that  the  total  conference 
budget  not  be  more  than  3%  over  the  budget  adopted  by  Annual  Conference  in  June.  Pictured  (L-R)  are: 
Al  Home,  Hillsborough  UMC;  Martin  Armstrong,  New  Hope  UMC  in  Goldsboro;  Allen  Sasser,  Davis 
Street  UMC  in  Burlington  talking  to  the  group;  Eldrick  Davis,  First  UMC  in  Havelock;  Jim  Huskins,  MERCI 
director;  and  Christine  Dodson,  Conference  treasurer. 

^  _  J 
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MISSION  AND  SERVICE  COMMITMENTS  LETTER 


Friends, 

One  of  the  privileges  of  being  a  United  Methodist  Christian  is  participating  in  a  connectional  church. 
"Connectional"  means  that  each  individual  in  each  congregation  is  connected  to  a  part  of  the  whole 
church.  In  our  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference,  821  congregations  combine  their  resources  to 
reach  out  further  than  any  one  of  them  can  do  on  its  own. 

The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  share  with  you  how  each  dollar  given  to  mission  is  spent  and  to 
celebrate  the  many  ways  this  conference  reaches  out  its  arms  to  the  people  and  places  that  need 
to  hear  about  the  love  and  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  That  is  truly  the  commission  from  our 
Lord,  to  "go  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations"  (Matthew  29:19). 

Jesus  has  called  us  to  be  the  hope  of  the  world!  And  if  we  are  to  be  that  hope,  we  must  be  engaged  in  those  places  where  hope  is 
most  absent.  At  the  2007  Annual  Conference,  we  heard  or  read  reports  on  many  ministries  -  Project  AGAPE,  Golden  Cross, 
Methodist  Home  for  Children,  the  Mississippi  Conference  (for  Katrina  relief),  ZOE,  Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministry, 
Camping  and  Retreat  Ministries,  MERCI,  and  Criminal  and  Justice  Ministries  just  to  mention  a  few.  The  annual  conference 
contributed  offerings  to  the  salary  and  pension  fund  for  Liberian  pastors  and  approved  a  donation  of  over  $8,000  to  the  pension 
fund  for  pastors  in  the  Central  Conferences.  We  celebrated  the  chartering  of  Solid  Rock  UMC  with  330  new  members  and 
pledged  faithful  and  prayerful  support  to  five  new  church  starts.  My  friends,  all  of  these  are  means  of  transforming  lives,  not  only 
in  our  backyards,  but  in  the  global  sphere  -  go  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations. 

Our  discussion  the  past  two  years  has  centered  around  the  seven  pathways  -  1)  developing  new  congregations;  2)  transforming 
existing  congregations;  3)  teaching  the  Wesleyan  model  of  reaching  and  forming  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ;  4)  strengthening  clergy 
and  lay  leadership;  5)  reaching  and  transforming  the  lives  of  the  new  generations  of  children;  6)  eliminating  poverty  in  community 
with  the  poor;  and  7)  expanding  our  racial/ ethnic  ministries. 

These  pathways  serve  as  our  internal  compasses  and  give  us  leverage  points  that  can  propel  us  toward  the  vision  of  a  redeemed  and 
transformed  world.  Friends,  there  is  a  sincere  burst  of  Spiritual  energy  in  our  conference  -  we  have  a  shared,  focused,  and 
compelling  vision  around  these  pathways.  And  God  is  blessing  us  with  a  kairos  moment  as  we  are  seeing  growing  towers  of 
strength,  vitality,  and  beauty  -  powerful  signs  of  God's  presence. 

Let's  gird  up  our  loins  and  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God  and  offer  God's  marvelous  grace  to  this  postmodern  world!  And  let's 
remember  that'the  best  of  all  is,  God  is  with  us!  We  are  not  alone!  The  Lord  of  the  Harvest  who  sends  us  into  the  fields  will  see 
to  it  that  we  do  not  return  empty-handed!" 

Grace  and  Peace  to  You! 


Bishop  AlGwinn 


Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open  doofs. 

The  people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church" 


The  conference  wishes  to  express 
our  deepest  appreciation  to  all 

church  members  for  your  support 
of  the  Connectional  Ministries. 
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YOUR  LOCAL  CHURCH  PORTION  79.01% 

32.91%  Local  Church  Programs,  Operating  Expenses,  and  Benevolences:  These  funds  are  expended  for  operational  needs  such  as  utilities,  building 
maintenance,  salaries  and  benefits,  office  supplies,  local  programs  such  as  Sunday  Schools  and  youth  activities,  and  local  benevolences. 

25.30%  Local  Pastor(s)  Salaries  and  Benefits:  This  item  reflects  the  compensation  paid  to  the  local  church's  pastor  or  pastors  in  the  form  of 
salary,  travel,  utilities,  and  continuing  education  allowances.  It  also  represents  the  church's  portion  of  pension  payments  on  behalf  of  its 
pastor(s)  and  supplemental  benefits  for  items  such  as  hospitalization  and  life  insurance. 

23.1596  Local  Building  and  Debt  Retirement:  This  represents  capital  improvements,  mortgages,  and  debt  retirements  related  to  local  church 
buildings  and  property.  Building  programs  and  other  capital  investments  unique  to  each  church  is  not  included  in  calculating  conference 
apportionments. 


BASED  ON  GRAND  TOTAL  OF  ALL  EXPENDITURES  AS  REPORTED  ON  THE  2006  TABLE  II 
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THE  APPORTIONMENT  FORMULA 


The  Apportionment  for  each  year  shall  be  based  on  the  average  of  the  total  monies  disbursed  by  each  church  in  the  four  years 
immediately  prior  to  the  apportionment  year,  less  the  approved  exclusions  each  year,  or  on  the  most  recent  year  less  the  approved 
exclusions,  whichever  is  lower.  The  change  in  unadjusted  apportionments  from  the  previous  year  shall  not  increase  in  excess  of  15%. 

The  exclusions  are:  Payments  on  World  Service  and  Connectional  Ministries,  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions,  Episcopal  Fund 
and  all  other  apportionments;  district  work  fund;  principal  and  interest  on  indebtedness;  buildings  and  improvements;  50%  of 
property  insurance;  local  benevolences  paid  directly  by  the  church;  General  and  Conference  Advance  Specials;  Ten  Dollar  Club;  up  to 
$4,500  for  travel  paid  by  a  charge  for  each  pastor;  United  Methodist  Student  Day;  Human  Relations  Day;  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday; 
Native  American  Awareness  Sunday;  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing;  World  Communion  Sunday;  UMW  Funds  sent  to  district  and 
conference  tteasurer;  housing  allowance  paid  in  lieu  of  furnished  parsonage  to  a  minister  serving  under  Episcopal  appointment  in  a 
charge  of  the  conference;  offerings  taken  for  disasters  as  designated  by  the  Disaster  Response  Committee  and  the  Resident  Bishop. 


In  2006, 816  churches  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  with  a  total  membership  of  236,634,  spent  $163,072,036  for  all 
causes.  This  translates  to  $689.13  per  member.  Based  on  these  disbursements,  the  2009  Budget  (which  is  funded  by  2008 
apportionments)  is  as  follows: 

2009  North  Carolina  Conference  Budget  To  Be  Raised  in  2008 

LAITY  SPIRITUAL  FORMATION,  COLLEGES,  GENERAL  CHURCH 

YOUTH  &  CHILDRENS  MINISTRIES  19.90% 


NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  2009  BUDGET  DISTRIBUTION 


TOTAL 

Annual  Conference . 


49.65% 


TOTAL 

General  Conference  . 


19.14% 


TOTAL 

Pensions  &  Conference  Claimants . 


30.46% 


TOTAL 

Jurisdictional  Conference . 


,  0.76% 
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NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE 

MISSION  AND  SERVICE  NEEDS  TO  BE  MET 
IN  2008  FOR  2009 


%l  NCR EASE/ DECREASE 
%  OF  TOTAL  OF  BUDGET  FROM 

APPORT  PREVIOUS  YEAR 


**  World  Service 
Conference  Connectional  Ministries 
**  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions 
**  Episcopal  Fund 
**  Africa  University  Fund 
**  Black  College  Fund 
**  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund 


$2,028,837 
$13,468,092 
$3,300,000 
$530,583 
$57,981 
$262,561 
$52,078 


10.30% 
68.37% 
16.75% 
2.69% 
0.29% 
1.33% 
0.26% 


5.90% 
3.23% 
0% 
7.71% 
0.02% 
0.02% 
2.03% 


GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  FUNDS  $19,700,132  100.00%  3.00% 


MISSION  AND 

SERVICE  COMMITMENTS  SUMMARY 

Total  General  Conference 

$3,770,018  19.14% 

4.58% 

Total  Jurisdictional  Conference 

$149,636  0.76% 

0% 

Total  Pensions  &  Conference  Claimants 

$6,000,000  30.46% 

4.35% 

Total  Annual  Conference 

$9,780,478  49.65% 

1.62% 

GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  FUNDS 

$19,700,132  100.00% 

3.00% 

"Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 


2008  MISSION  AND  SERVICE  COMMITMENTS  FOR  2009 


ERVICE  GO 

—XZl — ■%  ■ — -c\ — 


**  WORLD  SERVICE  $2,028,837 

The  World  Service  Fund  is  the  basic  benevolence  fund  of  the  Church,  designated  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  as  "the 

first  benevolent  tesponsibility  of  the  Church"  (paragraph  812).  Receipts  are  distributed  to  the  general  program 

agencies  and  other  benevolent  causes  by  a  precise  formula.  These  agencies  resource  local  churches  and  extended 

local  church  mission  nationally  and  internationally.  World  Service  allows  United  Methodists  to  participate  in  meaningful 

ways  in  God's  mission  throughout  the  world. 


MISSION  DEVELOPMENT 

Criminal  Justice  &  Mercy  Ministries  $11,730 

Development  and  coordination  of  ministries  in  jails  and  prisons  and  advocacy  for  prison  reform. 

Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  $30,000 

Carries  Disciple  Bible  Study  into  our  state's  prisons  and  smaller  churches. 


Evangelism  $45,000 

Promotes  evangelism  programs  and  ministries.  Provides  training  and  resources  to  local  churches  and  districts. 

Methodist  Home  for  Children  $190,000 

Provides  assistance  for  operating  expenses  and  benevolent  care. 

Church  &  Society  $10,000 

Relates  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  people  and  to  the  structures  of  the  communities,  nation  and  world  in  which  they 
live,  and  develops  programs  which  provide  education  and  action  on  issues  confronting  the  Church  consistent  with  the 
Social  Principles  and  the  policies  adopted  by  the  General  Conference. 

Disaster  Response  $9,250 

Works  to  provide  organization,  training,  and  oversight  of  United  Methodist  disaster  response. 

Methodist  Retirement  Homes  $200,000 

Provides  assistance  for  operating  expenses  and  benevolent  care. 

Golden  Cross  Fund  $15,000 

Assists  in  payment  of  hospital  bills,  physicians,  medicine  and  other  medical  expenses  for  laypersons  with  special  needs. 

Multicultural  Ministries  Office  $15,870 

Strengthening  local  churches  in  reaching  out  to  racial  ethnic  people. 

Hispanic/Latino  Ministries  Office  $13,720 

Program  funds  for  this  burgeoning  ministry. 

Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  Grants  $50,000 

Provides  grants  for  ministries  of  inclusiveness  in  districts  and  local  churches. 

Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness  $92,650 

Provides  program  funds  for  conference  ministries  of  inclusiveness. 

Missions  and  Outreach  $470,000 

Provides  salary  support  for  Church  and  Community  workers.  Funds  mission  projects,  rural  and  urban  ministries, 
assists  minority  churches,  administers  building  loans  and  grants  to  local  churches,  and  interprets  missions  programs. 


SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  AND  LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 

**  Ministerial  Education  Fund  $659,379 

Assists  in  the  education  and  training  of  clergy  and  diaconal  ministers  in  our  conference. 

Board  of  Ordained/Diaconal  Ministry  $168,510 


Funds  enlistment,  preparation,  examination,  continuing  education  and  career  development  for  persons 
serving  in  ordained  ministry  and  continues  relationships  with  diaconal  ministers. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry: 

Salary  and  Benefits  

Sexual  Ethics  Program  

Funds  one  position  to  provide  training  for  clergy  and  churches  regarding  sexual  ethics. 

Seminary  Visitation  

Assists  in  maintaining  contact  with  clergy  candidates  and  in  sharing  opportunties  available  in  the  ordained 
ministry  in  our  conference. 


Bishop's  Days  Apart  $8,000 

Bishop's  program  for  renewal  of  clergy  leadership. 

Stewardship   $12,400 

Interprets  stewardship  theologically  and  promotes  stewardship  education  and  programs. 

Laity  $24,700 

Promotes  training  for  laypersons  serving  as  leaders  in  the  church  and  community;  leadership  training 
workshops,  district  and  conference  rallies,  and  programs. 

Worship  $4,000 

Designs  worship  for  Annual  Conference  events,  offers  worship  training.  j^j^™  general  boaso  of 

Lij  3  Hiqher  Education 

Higher  Education  Ministry  $5  000 

Provides  support  for  campus  ministries,  administers  scholarships,  connects  colleges  and  the  local  church. 

**  College  Sustaining  Fund  $275,000 

Assists  Louisburg  College,  Methodist  College,  N.C.  Wesleyan  College,  Duke  Divinity  School,  High  Point 
University,  Greensboro  College  and  Bennett  College. 

Campus  Ministry  $475,000 

Supports  United  Methodist  ministry  on  campuses  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference  through  Wesley  Foundations  and 
Fellowships,  and  ecumenical  campus  ministries. 

Youth  Ministry  $35,000 

Supports  the  youth  ministry  of  the  conference. 

Children's  Ministries  $20,000 

Supports  ministry  with  children. 

Education  $9,000 

Strengthens  and  develops  local  church  ministries  of  Christian  nurture. 

Camp  &  Retreat  Ministries,  Inc  7.  $275,000 

At  Camps  Don  Lee,  Rockfish,  and  Chestnut  Ridge. 


$18,200 
$49,250 

...$2,000 


Committee  on  Clergy  Counseling  &  Consultation: 

Salary  &  Benefits  

Supports  salary  and  benefits  for  staff  to  provide  counseling  and  consulation  for  clergy. 


$134,182 


EPISCOPAL 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  .TJ..  $1,200 

Serves  as  support  and  advisory  group  on  matters  related  to  episcopal  leadership. 

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Salaries  &  Benefits  fcmvjl  $1,497,073 

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Travel   ^^v^^l  $102,000 

District  Superintendents  Fund:  Cabinet  Meeting  Related  Expenses  ^S^B^TjIt.  $36,883 

Cabinet  Discretionary  Fund  !.  $5,000 

Annual  Conference  Expense  $150,000 

Housing,  food,  and  other  expenses  for  the  Annual  Conference  session  of  over  1,600  members  (lay  and  clergy) 

Annual  Conference  Registrar  $4,000 

Conference  Secretary's  Office  $18,000 

All  office  expenses. 

Conference  Secretary's  Office:  Salary  fic  Benefits  $87,918 

Provides  for  full-time  clerical  assistance,  a  stipend  for  the  conference  secretary. 

Conference  Journal/Printing  $38,000 

Provides  for  the  cost  of  printing  the  Conference  Journal,  directory,  and  Book  of  Recommendations. 

Bishop's  Discretionary  Fund  $2,000 

Funds  for  use  by  bishop  for  emergencies  or  other  needs  not  funded. 

Assistant  to  the  Bishop  and  Ministerial  Relations  Office:  Salary  8C  Benefits  $297,633 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  three  persons  in  this  office. 

Assistant  to  the  Bishop  and  Ministerial  Relations  Office  $19,850 

Office  expenses,  travel,  telephone. 

Emerging  Church  Support  $717,523 

Provides  salaries,  housing,  and  benefits  for  pastors  of  new  churches  and  administration  of  the  Office 
of  Congregational  Development. 

Monitoring  &  Accountability  $3,700 

Monitors  for  inclusiveness  in  regard  to  gender,  ethnicity,  age,  and  handicapping  conditions. 

Christian  Unity  $7,000 

Interprets,  advocates,  and  works  for  the  unity  of  the  Christian  Church,  encourages  dialogue  and  cooperation. 

NC  Council  of  Churches  $18,000 

Promotes  Christian  Unity,  interfaith  dialogue  and  cooperation,  and  advocates  for  social  justice  in  our  State  Legislature. 


Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next,  hems  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 


Office  of  the  Bishop  $30,165 

Operations  supplement  to  monies  received  from  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Office  of  the  Bishop  -  Salary  &  Benefits  $24,627 

Salary  and  benefits  supplement  to  help  fund  the  Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Bishop. 

Office  of  Congregational  Development  -  Salary  &  Benefits  $210,203 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  two  persons  in  this  office. 

Office  of  Congregational  Development  •  $58,877 

Office  expenses  and  travel. 


COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications    $87,650 

Resources  for  interpretive  materials  such  as  this  publication,  news  releases  and  media  relations,  Igniting  Ministry,  production  of 
Saddlebag  at  Annual  Conference,  Media  Center  mailings  and  support,  and  electronic  equipment  purchase  and  maintenance,  web 
server  and  email  communication,  video  streaming,  and  website  nccumc.org. 


mTn  I  6  T  II  y 


The  Television  and  Welcoming  Ministry 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church 


Archives  and  History  $7,650 

Funds  meeting  of  commission  and  maintains  records  and  history  of  conference. 

Honoring  the  Past,  Embracing  the  Future  •  Archives-History@nccumc.org 

NC  Christian  Advocate  $62,700 

Provides  a  subscription  for  every  North  Carolina  conference  pastor  and  additional  support  for  the  newspaper  which  is  published 
by  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 


A\  The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian  Advocate  is  the  voice  of  The 

W       \   '''*'*  _  _  United  Methodist  Church  in  eastern  North  Carolina.  The  paper  is  an 

I    j  \  I  1  V  I   II     }A  I    r"       important  resource  for  news  from  the  local  churches,  the  conference,  and 

the  General  Church.  The  current  cost  of  a  subscription  is  $15  per  year.  If 
10  or  more  subscriptions  are  sent  in  from  a  single  church  in  a  single  mailing,  the  cost  is  $12  apiece.  For  more 
information  on  subscribing,  call  1-800-849-4433,  ext  238. 


RESOURCE  MINISTRIES 

**  General  Administration  $178,599 

The  General  Conference,  World  Methodist  Council,  Judicial  Council,  General  Commission  on  Archives  &  History,  and  in  part, 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration,  the  Board  of  Pensions,  and  special  litigation  costs. 

**  SEJ  Mission  &  Ministry  $149,636 

Supports  a  cooperative  ministry  to  United  Methodists  in  the  Southeast  including  SEJ  Jurisdictional  Conference,  Lake  Junaluska, 
and  Jurisdictional  Council  expenses. 


THE 
F  GOD 


Conference  Treasurer's  Office  -  Salary  8C  Benefits  $628,351 

Salaries  and  benefits  for  eight  staff  members. 

Conference  Treasurer's  Office   $164,300 

Operating  expenses  of  conference  treasurer's  office  and  statistician,  including  annual  audit. 

Treasurer  Bonding  &  Insurance  $7,500 

A  conference-held  bond  covering  designated  financial  officers  in  the  local  church. 

Information  Management  Office  $71,080 

Maintenance,  replacement,  and  repair  of  computers,  typewtiters,  copiers,  etc. 

Information  Management  Office  -  Salary  &  Benefits  $189,409 

Funding  for  data  processing  office  &  telephone  operator  (salary  &  benefits). 

Conference  Board  of  Trustees  $1,600 

Funds  meetings  and  work  of  this  conference  board. 

Contingency  Fund  $15,000 

Provides  for  unanticipated  needs;  administered  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

**  Methodist  Building  Operating  Fund  $160,000 

**  Methodist  Building  Capital  Fund  $200,000 

Episcopal  Residence  $10,000 

Maintenance  supplement  to  monies  received  from  the  Episcopal  Fund. 

Staff  Housing  $51,500 

Provides  housing  for  four  clergy  positions  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

Legal  Counsel  $20,000 

Provides  tor  conference  legal  expenses  not  funded  by  a  particular  board  or  agency. 

Ministers' Transition  Fund  $120,672 

Provides  money  at  the  time  of  retirement  to  clergy  who  participate  on  a  voluntary  basis. 

Committee  on  Equitable  Compensation  $125,000 

Supplements  salaries  of  eligible  clergy  to  the  base  salary  level  determined  by  Annual  Conference. 

Effective  Ministry  Program  $25,000 

Provides  assistance  for  pastors'  salaries  during  medical  or  other  urgent  conditions  and  transition. 

Ministers'  Moving  Expense  $110,000 

Assists  in  the  moving  expenses  of  pastors. 

Joint  Committee  on  Incapacity  $504,000 

Assists  clergy  who  temporarily  cannot  serve  due  to  incapacity. 

Conference  Claimants  -Retiree  Insurance  $2,700,000 

Supports  health  insurance  for  our  retired  clergy  and  dependents  of  deceased  clergy. 

In-coming  WATS  $3,900 

Funding  for  toll-free  WATS  line  calls  to  the  United  Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh  from  within  the  state  of 
North  Carolina. 


Within  the  NC  Conference,  budget  funds  are  raised  one  year  and  spent  the  next.  Items  with  asterisks  are  spent  the  same  year  raised. 
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Conference  Staff  Relations  Committee  

Supports  meetings  of  the  personnel  committee  for  the  conference  staff. 


$1,300 


Board  of  Institutions  $500 

Reviews  and  supports  the  conference  relationship  with  institutions  to  whom  the  conference  is  related  "by  faith": 
camps,  Methodist  Home  for  Children,  Asbury  Homes,  Methodist  Retirement  Homes,  United  Methodist 
Foundation,  and  the  colleges. 

General  &  Jurisdictional  Conference  $30,000 

Expenses  for  General  &  Jurisdictional  Conference  and  funding  for  electronic  balloting  costs. 

Nominations  $500 

Supports  meeting  expense  of  Nominations  Committee. 

CONFERENCE  CONNECTIONAL  MINISTRIES 

Office,  Meetings  &  Programs  $1 14,500 

Staff  Salaries  and  Benefits  $1,066,752 

Represents  a  ministry  and  support  staff  of  12  persons,  their  salaries,  hospitalization  insurance,  lay  staff  pensions, 
social  security,  travel,  etc. 

Total  for  World  Service  &■  Connectional  Ministries  ,  $15,496,929 

Past  Service  Liability 

**  Past  Service  Liability-Pensions  $3,300,000 

Applies  toward  the  unfunded  (pre- 1982)  pension  liability  for  pastors. 

**  Episcopal  Fund  $530,583 

Salaries  and  expenses  oi  active  United  Methodist  bishops  and  dependents,  retired  bishops  and  ^^^^^^ 
surviving  spouses. 

**  Africa  University  Fund  ,  $57,981 

The  development  of  a  United  Methodist  university  in  Zimbabwe.  This  university  provides  theological  and 
other  educational  programs  on  the  continent  where  United  Methodism  is  experiencing  its  fastest  growth. 

**  Black  College  Fund  $262,561 

Supplements  operational  and  capital  needs  of  10  black  colleges,  including  Bennett  College  in  Greensboro 
and  one  medical  school  which  has  provided  leadership  to  the  church  and  nation. 

**  Interdenominational  Cooperation  Fund  $52,078 

Supports  those  general  church  activities  which  ate  ecumenical  in  nature.  This  is  United  Methodism  in  mission 
with  other  Christian  communities  witnessing  in  the  wotld. 

GRAND  TOTAL  ALL  FUNDS  $19,700,132 

.  MISSION  AND  SERVICE  COMMITMENTS  SUMMARY  

Total  General  &  Jurisdictional  ,  $3,919,654 

Total  Pensions  &  Conference  Claimants  $6,000,000 

Total  Annual  Conference  $9,780,478 

 ~  ~  
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BECOME  A  RAINBOW  COVENANT  CHURCH 

After  your  church  has  gone  the  first  mile  by  paying  its  apportionments  in  full  (World  Service  &  Connectional  Ministries, 
Episcopal  Fund,  Interdenominational  Cooperation,  Black  Colleges,  Africa  University  Fund,  and  Past  Service  Liability)  then  select  at 
least  one  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  from  each  lane:  .-^""TSFT^-^ 

^^J^vX  CT  \  LANE  1  -  WORLD  MISSIONS 

Mf  f  LANE 2 -NATIONAL MISSIONS 

4jH  LANE  3  -  MISSIONARY  SALARY  SUPPORT 

JL  \  JJB  LANE  4  -  UMCOR 

jflWfJ  LANE  5 -CONFERENCE  ADVANCES 

Send  your  contributions  to  each  of  these  Advance  Specials  through  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Treasurer.  In  order  for  your 
congregation  to  receive  the  Rainbow  Covenant  Certificate  and  Rainbow  Covenant  recognition,  please  complete  the  Rainbow 
Covenant  Report  Form  located  on  page  20  of  this  booklet.  This  form  is  due  to  your  District  Missions  Secretary  by  January  31, 
2008.  After  your  District  Missions  Secretary  receives  your  completed  Covenant  Report,  your  church  will  then  receive  special 
recognition  as  a  RAINBOW  COVENANT  CHURCH  normally  at  the  District  Lay  Rallies. 

Remember:  When  giving  through  the  Advance  Special,  100%  of  your  gift  goes  to  the  designated  ministry. 

For  more  information  contact: 

The  Office  of  Missions  •  P.O.  Box  10955  •  Raleigh,  NC  27605  •  1-800-849-4433  or  919-832-9560  •  www.nccmission.org 
It's  not  about  programs,  it's  about  reaching  out  to  those  whom  Jesus  calls  "the  least  of  these."  It's  about  touching  the  face  of  God. 
LANE  ONE:  WORLD  MISSIONS 

1.  PROJECT  AGAPE,  Armenia  #S-00004 

Relief  efforts  in  Armenia  (food,  medical  supplies,  medication);  working  with  the  Armenian  Church  to  provide  a  holistic 
ministry  in  pastoral  care,  education,  healthcare,  agriculture  and  economic  development. 

PROJECT  AGAPE-Heifer  Program  #S-00177 

This  partnership  seeks  to  place  10  cows  in  10  families  per  year  for  the  next  three  years.  Help  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  people  in  a  community  that  has  an  unemployment  rate  of  60%.  Your  contribution  will  increase  the  nutrition  of 
a  household  by  50%. 

2.  LIBERIA  MINISTRIES 

Ganta  United  Methodist  Mission  Station  #14369T 

Funds  received  will  support  rebuilding  mission  station  buildings  and  infrastructure  destroyed  in  war. 

Brighter  Future  Children's  Rescue  Center    #S-00178 

Funds  received  will  support  Ex-Combatants,  Vocational/Literacy  Training  and  Feeding. 

Feed  My  Lambs  #S-00179 

Funds  received  will  support  Street  Children  and  Feeding/ Literacy  training. 

Sustainable  Agriculture  and  Development  #S-00180 

Funds  will  support  UMCOR  -  Mozart  Adevu. 

3.  PERU  COVENANT  TEAM:  Funds  received  for  this  project  will  be  administered  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Peru  Team 

to  fulfill  the  covenant  made  between  our  Conference  and  the  Methodist  Church  in  Peru.  Funds  may  be  designated  for  the  following: 

General  Fund  #S-00053 

Breakfast  of  Love  #S-00111 

Matched  Churches  #S-00112 

Building  and  Work  Teams  #S-00113 

Medical  Needs  #S-00114 

National  Plan  for  Evangelism  #S-00115 
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Christian  Education-all  ages    #S-00116 

Children  and  Youth  #S-00117 

Theological  Education  &  Pastoral  Formation-Obras  de  Wesley  #S-00118 

Women's  Programs  #S-001 19 

Leadership  Development  #S-00120 

Mission  Teams  #S-00121 

White  Plains/North  Lima  #S-00173 

4.  CURAMERIC AS/ ANDEAN  RURAL  HEALTH  CARE  PROGRAM,  Bolivia  #10158  A 

Your  gift  will  provide  vaccinations,  nutritional  monitoring  of  children,  prenatal  care,  and  other  preventative  health  care 
services.  Funds  will  be  divided  42%  for  the  Methodist  Church  of  Bolivia  and  58%  for  Curamericas/Andean  Rural  Health  Care. 

5 .  AMITY  FOUNDATION,  TEACHERS,  Nanjing,  China  #09801 A 

Teacher  Support. 

6.  PROPHET  ELIAS  SCHOOL  AND  COLLEGE,  LIBRARY,  Israel  #12832N 

For  books,  furniture  and  expansion  of  library. 

7.  BETHLEHAM  BIBLE  COLLEGE,  VISION  20-20,  BETHLEHEM,  Palestine  #12017A 

For  new  facilities  for  Bethlehem  Bible  College,  which  prepares  leaders  and  workers  for  Arab  Christian  Palestinian  churches 
and  institutions. 

8.  HOPE  SECONDARY  SCHOOL,  BEIT  JALA,  WEST  BANK,  Palestine  #12018A 

For  education,  relief  and  compassion  for  disadvantaged  youth. 

9.  JERUSALEM  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTER,  OLD  CITY,  JERUSALEM,  Palestine  #1 1544A 

For  basic  medical  care  for  Palestinian  children. 

10.  PALESTINIAN  CONFLICT-RESOLUTION  CENTER,  WIAM,  BETHLEHEM,  Palestine  #14910  A 

For  community  outreach,  conflict  resolution,  education  and  youth  activities  designed  to  build  a  democratic,  just  society. 

11.  SABEEL  YOUTH  PROGRAM,  Palestine  #14909 A 

For  summer  camps,  trips,  volunteer  opportunities  and  workshops  for  Palestinian  Christian  youth. 

1 2.  RUSSIA  UNITED  METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  (Not  Capital  Campaign)  #  1 2 1 74  A 


Scholarships  will  provide  good  Biblical  and  theological  training  for  the  development  ot  strong  ministries  for  future  Russian 
church  leaders. 

Any  other  WORLD  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  as  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS. 
LANE  TWO:  NATIONAL  MISSIONS 


1.  ROBESON  COUNTY  CHURCH  &  COMMUNITY  CENTER  Lumberton,  NC  #791742 

An  ecumenical  ministry  in  a  multicultural  community  which  is  designed  to  help  local  churches  meet  emergency  needs, 
literacy  tutoring  for  children  and  adults,  home  repairs  and  building  new  homes.  Speakers  are  available  upon  request. 

2.  NATIONAL  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  CHALLENGE  FUND  #982620 

Provides  assistance  to  Annual  Conferences  developing  Hispanic  Ministries,  especially  in  the  areas  of  leadership 
recruitment  and  development,  financial  resources  and  printed  resources. 

3 .  SOCIETY  OF  ST.  ANDREW  POTATO  PROJECT,  Virginia  #801600 

Salvages  millions  of  pounds  of  unmarketable  potatoes  and  other  produce  and  distributes  the  food  to  hungry  people  nationwide. 

4.  HINTON  RURAL  LIFE  CENTER  Hayesville,  NC  #731372 

Provides  for  training  needs  and  development  of  churches  in  town  and  rural  settings. 
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5.  NATIONAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  FAMILY  CAMP,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  #982602 

Provides  an  annual  opportunity  for  Native  American  church  leaders  to  attend  or  lead  workshops  in  outreach 
ministries  and  evangelism. 

6.  SEJ  ASSOCIATION  OF  NATIVE  AMERICAN  MINISTRIES,  Lake  Junaluska,  NC  #791842 

To  help  meet  the  needs  of  130,000+  Native  Americans  living  in  the  17  annual  conferences  of  the  Southeast. 

7.  RED  BIRD  MISSIONARY  CONFERENCE,  Beverly,  KY  #773978 

The  conference  program  facilitates  the  development  of  local  churches  and  local  lay  leaders  in  isolated 
rural  mountain  communities. 

8.  ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COOPERATIVE  MINISTRIES  -"EVERY  MEMBER  IN  MINISTRY", 
Pembroke,  NC   #791001 


Provides  ministry  support,  collaboration  among  our  fourteen  (14)  Native  American  United  Methodist  Churches, 
leadership  development,  gifts  exploration  and  missional  opportunities. 

Any  other  NATIONAL  ADVANCE  SPECIAL  as  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS. 


LANE  THREE:  MISSIONARY  SALARY  SUPPORT 

The  following  persons  have  been  recommended  by  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Missions  Development  Team  for  Salary  Support: 


MOZART  ADEVU,  Eastern  Africa  ,  #13996Z 

Mozart  is  a  GBGM  missionary  serving  as  the  Africa  Regional  Coordinator  for  the  sustainable  Agriculture  and 
Development  Program  for  UMCOR.  Substantial  focus  in  work  in  farmers  training  in  Liberia. 

WIL  BAILEY,  San  Isidro,  Costa  Rica  (SEJ/Conference  Missionary)  #S-00140 

Wil  will  be  responsible  for  working  with  local  pastors  in  the  southern  zone  of  Costa  Rica  and  will  organize  the 
projects  at  the  Methodist  churches  in  that  area  for  U.S.  work  teams.  Also  will  teach  Theology,  Bible  and  English  at  the 
extension  campus  ot  the  Methodist  seminary  in  San  Isidro. 

RICHARD  BRYANT,  Russia  #15076Z 

Richard  is  the  AFE  (Area  Financial  Executor)  for  the  Russian  United  Methodist  Church  and  developing  continuing 
education  for  clergy  and  seminary  graduates. 

LYNN  &  SHARON  FOGLEMAN,  Kentucky  #773720 

Dr.  Lynn  and  Dr.  Sharon  Fogleman  are  Associates  in  Mission  Service  (AIMS)  missionaries  serving  with  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  at  the  Red  Bird  Clinic  in  Beverly,  Kentucky. 

SHANA  HARRISON,  Chile  #13089Z 

Shana  is  assigned  as  a  chaplain  of  Colegio  Psicopedagogico  Juan  Wesley  in  Santiago,  Chile  encouraging  persons 
with  disabilities  to  explore,  express  and  nurture  their  spirituality. 

GREG  JENKS  ZOE  (Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor),  Zimbabwe,  Africa  (Conference  Missionary)  #S-00148 


Greg  is  assigned  to  the  East  and  West  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conferences  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a 
comprehensive  ministry  to  orphans  and  vulnerable  children  suffering  in  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  pandemic. 
The  foci  include  establishing  feeding  programs,  providing  school  fees  and  uniforms,  and  meeting  spiritual 
needs  of  the  children. 


SHIRLEY  TOWNSEND  JONES,  Bennettsville-Cheraw,  SC  (Church  and  Community  Worker)  #982995 

Assigned  to  the  Bennettsville-Cheraw  Area  Cooperative  Ministry  in  the  SC  Conference.  She  coordinates  and 
implements  spiritual,  educational,  social  and  economical  programs  for  the  13  member  churches  and  communities. 

FRIDO  KINKOLEGE,  Liberia  #15152Z 

A  methodist  originally  from  the  Congo,  Frido  has  been  working  with  the  people  of  Liberia  since  2004.  He  has  started  several 
extraordinary  programs  that  are  powerful  and  constructive  like  the  Brighter  Future  Children's  Rescue  Center  and  Feed  My  Lambs. 
These  programs  support  ex-combatants  and  street  children  and  feeding/literacy  training. 

GARY  WAYNE  LOCKLEAR  (Church  and  Community  Worker)  #982955 

Assigned  to  the  Rockingham  District  Native  American  Cooperative  Ministry  with  the  North  Carolina  Annual 


Conference.  Main  goal  is  to  grow  the  Native  American  churches  and  leadership  in  the  coming  years  and  to  explore 
the  possibility  of  developing  congregations  in  all  Native  American  communities  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 
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DAVID  MARKAY  Milan,  Italy  #12192Z 

David  is  assigned  to  the  Methodist  Chutch  of  Milan  in  Italy  with  a  missional  emphasis  of  "Offeting  hospitality  to  the 
sttanget/ Being  the  church  together."  He  offers  ministries  of  preaching,  teaching,  pastoral  care,  sacramental  ministry 
and  administrative  oversight. 

KRISTIN  MARKAY  Milan,  Italy  #12193Z 

Kristin  is  assigned  to  the  Methodist  Church  of  Milan  in  Italy  with  a  missional  emphasis  of  "Offering  hospitality  to  the 
stranger/Being  the  church  together."  She  offers  ministries  of  preaching,  teaching,  pastoral  care,  sacramental  ministry 
and  administrative  oversight. 

NARAMELKONYAN  Armenia  #S-00004 

Nara  is  the  Director  of  Project  AGAPE.  She  coordinates  ministry  and  relief  efforts  at  Project 
AGAPE  in  Armenia.  (See  Project  AGAPE  under  World  Mission  Lane) 

VICKIE  SIGMON  Winston-Salem,  NC  #982916 

Vickie  works  in  a  high  risk  community  developing  Christian  community,  promoting  social  justice  and 
proclaiming  God's  loving  presence. 

SONIA  REID  STRAWN  Seoul,  Korea  #03705Z 

Sonia  is  a  professor  at  Ewha  Womans  University.  She  is  a  teacher,  mentor  and  friend  to  university  students  in  Korea. 

HAZEL  TERHUNE  #03774Z 

Hazel  serves  as  an  evangelist  and  teacher  of  English  in  Tokyo,  Japan. 

ROBERT  TERHUNE  #03773Z 

Robert  serves  a  local  church  in  Tokyo,  Japan. 

HERBERT  ZIGBUO  Liberia,  Africa  #10911Z 

Herbert  will  be  serving  as  Vocational  Training  Coordinator,  seeking  to  improve  and  develop  vocational  training  programs 
in  selected  United  Methodist  Schools. 

MARY  ZIGBUO  Liberia,  Africa  #10721Z 

Mary  will  be  assisting  the  church  to  develop  a  program  that  caters  to  the  physical,  educational,  and  spiritual  needs  of 
disabled  populations. 


LANE  FOUR:  UMCOR 


1.  UMCOR  DISASTER  RESPONSE  #901670 

Enables  UMCOR  to  respond  to  persons  in  need  after  natural  disasters  in  the  United  States. 

2.  REFUGEE  PROGRAMS,  Asia/Pacific  Region  #201700 

Organizes  emergency  assistance,  income-generating  projects,  and  food  and  medicine  aid  for  refugees. 

3.  WORLD  HUNGER/POVERTY  #982920 

Provides  both  short-term  crisis  relief  and  long-term  developmental  assistance  to  eliminate  the  root  causes  of  hunger. 

4.  BREAD  FOR  THE  WORLD  #982325 

Educates  and  influences  people  to  work  for  government  policies  that  address  the  basic  causes  of  domestic  and 

world  hunger. 

5.  HEIFER  PROJECT  INTERNATIONAL  General  Program  #982530 


 Living  Gift  Program  #982532 

 Project  Agape  -  Heifer  Program  #S-00177 

An  interfaith  project  that  provides  animals  and  other  assistance  to  rural  families.  Recipients  agree  to  pass  on  the 

first  born  female  offspring  of  their  animals  to  someone  else  in  need. 

6.    CROP/CHURCH  WORLD  SERVICE  COMMUNITY  HUNGER  APPEAL  #982380 

Funds  raised  by  a  local  church  in  a  CROP  event  can  receive  UMCOR  credit.  For  necessary  forms  contact: 
Carolinas  CROP  Office,  1006  Lamond  Ave.,  Durham,  NC  27701. 
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7.  URBAN  AGRICULTURE  IN  GAZA  STRIP,  Israel  #629001 

For  urban-agriculture  initiatives  for  refugees  to  improve  health  and  income. 

8.  EMPOWERMENT  &  SOLIDARITY  WITH  MIDDLE  EAST  REFUGEES  &  DISPLACED  #601732 

To  help  with  improved  living  conditions  of  refugees  in  the  Middle  East. 

9.  GLOBAL  REFUGEE  RESPONSE  #982540 

An  opportunity  for  United  Methodists,  through  UMCOR,  to  assist  refugees  worldwide. 

Any  other  UMCOR  Advance  Special  listed  in  PARTNERSHIP  IN  MISSIONS  or  any  UMCOR  emergency  appeal. 

LANE  FIVE:  CONFERENCE  ADVANCES 
CHILDREN/SCHOOLS 

*  ALL  GOD'S  CHILDREN  UMC  #S-08004 

This  ministry  will  develop  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  impoverished  children  and  youth  in  rural  Bertie, 
Hertford  and  Northampton  Counties. 

LEPULA  (LIBERIA)  SELF  HELP  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  PROJECT  #S-00141 

Provide  funds  for  purchase  of  building  materials  and  classroom  supplies  for  a  "Self  Help"  sun-dried  mud  block 
elementary  school  building.  The  local  UMC  congregation  and  UMC  school  (now  is  a  bamboo  hut)  provides 
most  of  the  labor  at  no  cost. 

MISSION  TO  HAITI  #S-00122 

Many  communities  in  Haiti  do  not  have  schools.  This  project  is  to  assist  in  building  schools  and  supplement  teachers' 
salaries  when  possible. 

*  PRISON  MATCH  (Mothers  And  Their  CHildren)  #S-00054 

An  interfaith  program  provides  mothers  and  their  children  with  the  support  and  resources  necessary  to 
maintain  and  strengthen  family  relationships  and  to  help  break  the  cycle  of  children  following  their  parents 
to  prison. 

VOLUNTEER  FAMILIES  FOR  CHILDREN  (VFC)  #S-00071 

A  private  non-profit  organization  with  the  purpose  of  helping  communities  develop  and  utilize  local  resources 
by  providing  emergency  shelter  care  to  children-in-crisis. 

YOUTH  SERVICE  FUND  (YSF)  #S-00082 

Supports  mission  projects  within  the  annual  conference  and  beyond,  which  have  been  selected  by  youth 
of  our  conference. 

CHURCH/COMMUNITY  DEVELOPMENT 

*  ALL  GOD'S  CHILDREN  UMC  #S-08004 

This  ministry  will  develop  programs  to  meet  the  needs  of  impoverished  children  and  youth  in  rural  Bertie, 
Hertford  and  Northampton  Counties. 

*  MERCLTHE  MARION  EDWARDS  RECOVERY  CENTER  INITIATIVES  #S-00136 

This  center  is  used  to  provide  mission  and  ministry  programs  that  meet  people's  physical  and 

spiritual  needs.  The  function  of  MERCI  is  disaster  preparedness,  response,  recovery,  and  outreach  ministry. 

.      JOHN  WESLEY  ENDOWMENT  #JWEND 

The  John  Wesley  Endowment  is  to  provide  start-up,  promotional,  and  sustaining  funds  for  new  churches 
established  in  low  income  communities  within  the  bounds  of  The  North  Carolina  Conference. 

SHALOM  ZONES  INTHE  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE  #S-00105 

Churches  and  communities  working  together  to  rebuild  community  life. 

CASWELL  COUNTY  PARISH,  INC  #S-00008 

Provides  services  to  elderly  and  low-income  families  through  Meals-on-Wheels,  outreach  program,  fuel  and 
rent  assistance,  clothing,  food,  &  Family  Violence  Prevention  Program. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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HYDE  COUNTY  COOPERATIVE  PARISH  #S-00 104 

Provides  meals  to  the  needy,  recreation  and  other  opportunities  for  youth,  food  pantry  and  clothes  closet, 
transportation  for  elderly  and  those  needing  medical  care,  ministry  to  inmates  at  the  Hyde  Correctional 
Facility,  drug  prevention  awareness,  assistance  to  abused  persons  and  Hispanic  ministry. 

*  DISCIPLE  BIBLE  OUTREACH  MINISTRY   #S-00103 

A  COLLABORATIVE  MINISTRY  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Conferences  developing 
Disciple  Bible  Studies,  especially  in  small  membership  churches  and  in  missional  settings,  particularly  in  prisons. 

*  A  TIME  TO  GROW  #S-00154 

To  create  a  leadership  academy  for  new  church  leaders  and  transitional  church  leaders  for  the  conference 
and  to  provide  support  for  new  church  development. 

HUNTING  QUARTERS  SENIOR  CHRISTIAN  FELLOWSHIP  #S-00171 

This  program  seeks  to  address  the  needs  of  senior  citizens  located  in  the  down  east  area  of  Carteret  County.  It  provides 
them  the  opportunity  to  escape  the  isolation  of  their  homes,  obtain  information  pertinent  to  the  senior  citizen's 
community,  offers  well  balanced  and  nutritional  meals,  as  well  as  entertainment. 

DISASTER  RECOVERY/VOLUNTEER  WORK  TEAMS 

"MERCI:  THE  MARION  EDWARDS  RECOVERY  CENTER  INITIATIVES  #S-00136 

This  center  will  be  used  to  provide  mission  and  ministry  programs  that  will  meet  people's  physical  and 
spiritual  needs.  The  primary  function  of  MERCI  will  be  disaster  preparedness,  response,  and  outreach  ministry. 

.      NCINTERFAITH  #S-00108 

Interfaith  supports  disaster  recovery  efforts  by  all  faith  groups  in  North  Carolina. 

NC  CONFERENCE  DISASTER  APPEALS  #S-00096 

UNITED  METHODIST  VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION  WORK  TEAMS  #S-00021 

Provides  assistance  for  Volunteers  in  Mission  work  teams  from  within  the  North  Carolina  Conference. 

.      ISA  GRANT  SCHOLARSHIP  #S-00033 

Provides  work  team  scholarships  for  persons  who  could  not  otherwise  participate,  especially  young  adults. 

ETHNIC  POPULATIONS 

.      *  MANNA  MINISTRIES  OF  ALAMANCE  COUNTY,  INC  #S-00144 

An  outreach  ministry  in  a  culturally  diverse  community  (east  Burlington  area)  for  families  without  food, 
furniture  or  clothing. 

ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  NATIVE  AMERICAN  COOPERATIVE  MINISTRIES  -"  Every  Member  in  Ministry"   #S-00143 

Provides  ministry  support,  collaboration  among  our  fourteen  (14)  Native  American  United  Methodist  Churches, 
leadership  development,  gifts  exploration  and  missional  opportunities. 

HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  #S-00107 

Ministry  to  the  fast  growing  Hispanic  population  in  North  Carolina.  These  funds  will  be  administered  by  the 
North  Carolina  Conference  Hispanic  Ministry  Team  to  support  an  increasing  number  of  our  congregations  who 
are  developing  ministry  to  Hispanics. 

CHATHAM-LEE  HISPANIC  MINISTRIES  #S-00032 

A  ministry  to  fast  growing  Hispanic  population  in  Siler  City  and  Sanford,  served  by  Spanish-speaking  pastor. 
Worship,  Bible  study,  fellowship,  and  assistance  with  cultural  transition  needs  are  provided. 

ETHNIC  LOCAL  CHURCH  PROJECTS  IN  ROCKINGHAM  DISTRICT  #S-00022 

Funds  will  be  used  to  assist  ethnic  churches  with  crucial  needs. 

♦      WESLEY  HERITAGE  PROJECT  #S-00097 

Gifts  will  help  distribute  Obras  de  Wesley,  the  works  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley  in  Spanish. 
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"EMBRACE"  HISPANIC  LATINO  MINISTRIES  OF  NEW  BERN  DISTRICT  

To  develop  a  fund  which  will  be  able  to  supplement  income  to  Lay  Missioners  and  Pastors  of  Hispanic  Latino 
ministries  throughout  the  New  Bern  District. 


#S-00172 


HUNGER  HUMANITARIAN  RELIEF/ MEDICAL 

NO  HUNGRY  NEIGHBORS  (NHN)  #S-00123 

A  ministry  of  raising  awareness,  and  eliminating  hunger  here  in  our  own  state.  NHN  support  the  various  food  banks 
in  our  Conference  and  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

CONGREGATIONAL  FOOD  PANTRY  SUPPORT  #S-00155 

To  provide  grant  support  for  the  creation  and  operation  of  local  church  food  pantries. 

*  MANNA  MINISTRIES  OF  ALAMANCE  COUNTY,  INC  #S-00144 

An  outreach  ministry  in  a  culturally  diverse  community  (east  Burlington  area)  for  lamilies  without  food, 
furniture  or  clothing. 

STOP  HUNGER  NOW  #S-00101 

Provides  immediate  relief  to  famine  affected  areas  around  the  world. 

NC  OFFICE,  SOCIETY  OF  ST.  ANDREW  POTATO  PROJECT,  Durham,  NC  #S-00081 

Coordinates  and  runs  all  hunger  programs  for  Society  of  St.  Andrew  in  North  Carolina.  Millions  of  pounds  of 
produce  saved  and  distributed  in  North  Carolina  at  a  cost  of  just  3  cents  per  pound. 

FOOD  BANK  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA  #S-00025 

Distributes  food  at  minimal  cost  to  hunger  ministries  in  North  Carolina. 

ALLIANCE  MEDICAL  MINISTRY  #S-00142 

This  ministry  was  founded  to  provide  affordable  primary  medical  care  to  low-income,  uninsured,  working  families 
in  Wake  County.  This  ministry  aims  to  serve  the  working  poor,  families  generally  earning  less  than  $25,000  annually, 
who  have  no  health  insurance. 

GOLDEN  CROSS  #S-00153 

Ministry  that  reaches  out  in  love  to  the  laity  in  our  Annual  Conference  who  are  experiencing  financial  difficulty 
due  to  excessive  medical  expenses. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROGRAMS 

NC  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  #S-00051 

Gives  witness  to  the  unity  that  God  has  given  through  Christ  to  the  churches  in  NC.  It  is  an  instrument  for 
cooperative  study  and  action,  especially  on  matters  of  justice;  child  and  family  advocacy;  violence  against  women; 
public  policy  advocacy;  rural  crisis  and  farm  workers  advocacy;  disaster  relief;  criminal  justice;  workplace  safety; 
peace-making;  AIDS  ministry;  and  Christian  unity. 


DISTRICT  BOARD  OF  MISSION: 

Funds  should  be  sent  directly  to  the  District  Board  and  reported  at  year-end  on  Table  II  as  Conference  Advance. 

Burlington  #S-00201  New  Bern  #S-00207 

Durham  #S-00202  Raleigh  #S-00208 

Elizabeth  City  #S-00203  Rockingham  #S-00209 

Fayetteville  #S-00204  Rocky  Mount  #S-00210 

Goldsboro  #S-00205  Sanford  #S-00211 

Greenville  #S-00206  Wilmington  #S-00212 

CONFERENCE  EVANGELISTS  #S-00079 

To  provide  support  for  NC  Conference  approved  evangelists. 

ALL  NEW  CHURCHES  LESS  THAN  FIVE  YEARS  OLD  #S-08000 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 
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THE  FOLLOWING  UNITED  METHODIST  INSTITUTIONAL  PROGRAMS  AND  PROJECTS 


a.  United  Methodist  Camps:  Chestnut  Ridge  #S-00062,  Don  Lee  #S-00063,  Kerr  Lake  #S-00064,  Rockfish  #S-00065. 

b.  Wesley  Foundation  for  The  UMC  Campus  Ministry  Association.  Duke  Divinity  #S-00073;  ECU,  Greenville  #S-00074; 
NCSU  #S-00075;  PSU  #S-00076;  UNC  #S-00077. 

c      General  Scholarship  Funds  at  Duke  Divinity  School  #S-00026,  Methodist  College  #S-00028,  Louisburg  College  #S-00027, 
Wesleyan  College  #S-00029. 

d.  Benevolent  Funds  of  the  Methodist  Retirement  Homes  #S-03600. 

e.  Benevolent  Funds  of  the  Methodist  Home  for  Children  #S-03500. 
f       Asbury  Homes  #S-03501. 

*  A  TIME  TO  GROW  #S-00154 

To  create  a  leadership  academy  for  new  church  leaders  and  transitional  church  leaders  for  the  conference  and  to 
provide  support  for  new  church  development. 

PRISON  MINISTRIES 

*  PRISON  MATCH  (Mothers  And  Their  CHildren)  #S-00054 

An  interfaith  program  provides  mothers  and  their  children  with  the  support  and  resources  necessary  to  maintain 
and  strengthen  family  relationships  and  to  help  break  the  cycle  of  children  following  their  parents  to  prison. 

YOKEFELLOW  PRISON  MINISTRIES  #S-00078 

Educates  church  people  concerning  Christian  responsibility  for  persons  affected  by  crime  and  brings  Christians 
into  direct  service  ministries  with  prison  inmates  and  their  families. 

*  DISCIPLE  BIBLE  OUTREACH  MINISTRY  #S-00103 

A  COLLABORATIVE  MINISTRY  of  the  North  Carolina  and  Western  North  Carolina  Conferences  developing 
Disciple  Bible  Studies,  especially  in  small  membership  churches  and  in  missional  settings,  particularly  in  prisons. 

The  Annual  Conference  will  approve  district  projects  for  advance  specials  in  accordance  with  paragraph  651.4  of  The  2004  Book  of  Discipline. 
This  insures  that  local  churches  making  advance  specials  on  a  district  level  and  reported  to  the  Annual  Conference  advance  special  will 
receive  credit. 


*  Denotes  a  "fit"  in  more  than  one  category 


2007  RAINBOW'SoWnANT  REPORT  FORM 


Lane  4:  UMCOR 


CHURCH  MAILING  ADDRESS 


Lane  5:  Conference 


CHAIRPERSON  OF  MISSIONS/OUTREACH 

Please  complete  all  information  below  and  to  the  right  -  as 
it  applies  to  your  congregation  -  AND  RETURN  TO 
YOUR  DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARY.  Returning  this 
form  ensures  that  your  church  will  be  recognized 
according  to  your  work  for  missions  in  the  past  year. 


I, 


Did  your  church  complete  the  first  mile  of  United 
Methodist  Missions  by  paying  100%  of  its  2007 
apportionments  (World  Service  &  Connectional  Ministries, 
Episcopal  Fund,  Interdenominational  Cooperation,  Black 
Colleges,  Africa  University  Fund,  and  Past  Service  Liability)? 

~]  YES  ]  NO 


Did  your  church  go  the  second  mile  by  giv 

Advance  for  missions? 

]  YES 


□  NO 


Ijyes,  list  in  the  following  Lane  chart  the  projects  supported 
and  the  amounts  given  to  each  (use  an  additional  sheet  of 
paper  if  necessary).  Remember:  To  be  recognized  as  a 
Rainbow  Covenant  Church,  you  must,  pay  100%  of  all 
2007  apportionments  and  give  a  contribution  in  each  of  the 
5  lanes  listed  below. 


Lane  2:  National 


Lane  3:  Missionary  Salary  Support 


Grand  total  of  all  gifts  given  to  the  Advance 


Your  church  membership  at  the  end  of  2007 

Per-Member  giving  to  the  Advance  for 
2007  (divide  grand  total  by  membership) 


NAME  &  PHONE  «  OF  PERSON  COMPLETING  THIS  FORM 

DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARIES 

•  BURLINGTON -Rev.  Terry  Huffines 

First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  923,  Elon,  NC  27244 

Phone:  336-584-5263  E-mail:  thuffines@nccumc.org 

•  DURHAM  -  Gwenjost 

493  Daniel  Boone  Trail,  Henderson,  NC  27537 
Phone:252-492-0151  E-mail:  gengwn@vance.net 

•  ELIZABETH  CITY -Jane  Williams 

79  S.  River  Road,  Plymouth,  NC  27962 
Phone:252-793-3224  E-mail:  ajbw@aol.com 

.    FAYETTEVILLE- Rev.  Michael  Hale 

The  Peace,  4948  Latrimore  St.,  Hope  Mills,  NC  28348 
Phone:910-987-3753  E-mail:  mhale@nccumc.org 

•  GOLDSBORO  -  Rev.  Butch  Huffman 

420  Bennett  Drive,  Selma,  NC  27576 

Phone:919-965-2767  E-mail:  butchhuffman@nccumc.org 

•  GREENVILLE  -  Rev.  Bobby  Fletcher 

Firsr  UMC,  114  E.  Church  St.,  Williamston,  NC  27892 

Phone:  252-792-3360  E-mail:  bfletch@nccumc.org 

•  NEW  BERN  -  Rev.  Carolyn  Roy 

2953  Belgrade/Swansboro  Road,  Maysville,  NC  28555 
Phone:910-743-3041  E-mail:  cnbroy@nccumc.org 

•  RALEIGH  -  Rev.  Jo  Elaine  Harris 

St.  Mark's  UMC,  4801  Six  Forks  Road,  Raleigh.  NC  27609 
Phone:  919-787-0544,  Ext.  19         E-mail:  joelaine@nccumc.org 

•  ROCKINGHAM  -  Lawrence  Dye 

P.O.  Box  122,  Hamlet,  NC  28345 
Phone:910-582-2365 

•  ROCKY  MOUNT  -  Rev.  David  P.  Haley 

Winstead  UMC,  1407  S.  Tarboro  St.,  Wilson,  NC  27893 
Phone:252-237-3709  E-mail:  dhaley@nccumc.org 

•  SANFORD  -  Rev.  Patricia  Sykes 

Jonesboro  UMC,  P.O.  Box  2576,  Sanford,  NC  27331 
Phone:919-775-7023  E-mail:  pssykes@nccumc.org 

•  WILMINGTON -Rev.  William  Haddock, Jr. 

Wrightsboro  UMC,  3300  N.  Kerr  Ave.,  Wilmington,  NC  28405 
Phone:910-762-2583  E-mail:  revbillh@nccumc.org 


PLEASE  RETURN  THIS  FORM  TO  YOUR  DISTRICT  MISSIONS  SECRETARY  NO  LATER  THAN  JANUARY  31.  2008 
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RESOURCE  CENTER 

e-mail:  llbaiky@nccumc.org 


BUILDING  CHURCHES.. .CHANGING  LIVES: 
THE  TEN  DOLLAR  CLUB 

Our  Conference's  own  program  to  help  in  building  new 
churches  celebrates  50  years  of  ministry.  This  video  describes 
how  the  program  works  and  how  it  has  helped  so  many  new 
congregations.  2002,  10-mins 

CHANGING  LIVES  IN  THE  NAME  OF  CHRIST 
(VC1508) 

Underwriting  Christian  mission  and  ministry  around  the 
world,  the  World  Service  Fund  is  the  "heart"  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church's  worldwide  effort.  The  main  segment  of 
this  video  is  6  minutes  long,  it  also  contains  4  short  vignettes 
showing  ministries  made  possible  by  the  fund.  A  leader's 
guide  listing  additional  resources  available,  plus  ideas  on 
how  to  use  this  video  with  a  group  is  included.  2001,  8-mins 

CURING  AFFLUENZA  SERIES  (VC230) 

Adults:  Tony  Campolo  leads  a  series  on  evaluating  our 
attitudes  towards  our  time,  our  money  and  our  stuff. 
Each  tape  is  20-25  minutes  long,  with  discussion 
questions  following  the  viewing  available  in  the  study 
guide.  1998,  150-mins 

DAY  OF  NEW  BEGINNINGS,  A  (VC1285) 

Adults:  "The  voices  and  actions  of  persons  inspired  and 
nurtured  by  United  Methodist  gifts  tell  the  stories  of  50  years 
of  mission  and  ministry"  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church.  1998,24-mins 

MONEY  MATTERS:  FINANCIAL  FREEDOM  FOR  ALL 
GOD'S  CHURCHES  (DVD123) 

A  book  and  DVD  from  Michael  Slaughter  who  offers  a  year 
round  program  over  all  program  for  stewardship.  Leadership 
training  and  program  examples  are  included 

TRANSFORMED  GIVING  REALIZING  YOUR 
CHURCH'S  FULL  STEWARDSHIP  POTENTIAL  (KJT63) 

A  forty  day  (six  week)  church-wide  study  by  John  Ed 
Mathison,  with  DVD  and  supporting  materials  for  a  program 
to  encourage  spiritual  growth  and  commitment. 

THINKING  THEOLOGICALLY  ABOUT  MONEY 
(BK406) 

A  small  group  study  for  yourh,  this  resource  explores 
negative  and  positive  effects  on  money,  attitudes  towards 
persons  based  on  financial  resources,  the  reality  of  check  and 
credit  card  debt,  what  is  tithing  and  more. 

6-sessions  44  pgs,  2004 

MONEY  TALKS:  10  BIBLE-BASED  SESSIONS 
ON  MAKING,  SAVING,  AND  SPENDING  MONEY 
(BK  347) 

"God  has  much  to  say  about  how  we  get,  give,  save,  and 
spend  money."  A  resource  for  youth  workers  on  what 
the  Bible  says  about  using  our  money  wisely.  CD  with 
optional  support  materials  is  included.  144  pgs,  2003 


NEW  BEGINNINGS:  MY  OPPORTUNITY  FOR 
GIVING:  STEWARDSHIP  AS  A  WAY  OF  LIFE 
(KIT49) 

Paul  Wilkes  leads  this  brand  new  series  designed  to  lead 
the  congregation  through  an  experience  or  learning, 
prayer,  fellowship,  and  discernment.  All  material  needed 
are  included  in  the  mult-media  kit.  2005 

GIVING  AND  THE  GOSPEL  (VC1498) 

Hosted  by  Herb  Mather,  several  laypeople  give  their  faith 
stories  concerning  their  experience  with  Christian  Giving.  It 
comes  with  a  guide  book  which  includes  ways  to  use  the  video 
with  groups  such  as:  committees  on  finance,  Administrative 
committees  and  Sunday  School  classes. 

1997,  10-mins 

JOURNEY  OF  YOUR  MISSION  DOLLAR  (VC1355) 

Adults:  A  brief  history  of  women  dedicated  to  Mission  and 
traces  pledge-to-mission  gifts  of  United  Methodist  Women. 
1996  16  mins 

LEADING  EDGE:  HOW  TO  INCREASE  GIVING 
IN  YOUR  CHURCH  (VC606) 

Adults:  In  this  training  video,  George  Barna  gives  information 
to  help  churches  learn  'how  to  increase  awareness  and 
encourage  good  stewardship'. 

1996, 60-mins 

HELP  HEAL  HEARTS  AND  HOMES  IN  MISSISSIPPI 
(DVD137) 

A  4-minute  DVD  from  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  and  the 
people  of  Mississippi  who  have  been  helped  and  still  need  to 
be  helped  as  they  recover  from  Hurrican  Katrina.  Includes 
CD  of  promotional  and  informational  materials. 

LIVING  WITH  MONEY:  ADULT  EDUCATION 
PROGRAM  FOR  ADULTS  (KIT30) 

This  program  challenges  participants  to  examine  money 
and  its  use  in  the  context  of  their  Christian  faith.  It  is 
divided  into  4  parts:  What  is  Money?  Know  Your  Money 
Life,  Making  Peace  with  Money;  Balancing  Life's  Ledger.  A 
Leader's  guide  and  example  of  a  Participant's  guide  are 
included.  2003,43-mins 

MANAGING  GOD'S  GOOD  GIFTS  (VC1200) 

Adults:  8  Sessions,  9  minutes  each  A  nine  lesson  program 
on  themes  of  stewardship:  Good  News,  Contentment, 
Generosity,  Money,  Accumulation,  Estate  Planning,  Skills- 
Abilities-Time,  Creation.  Video  contains  discussion  starters  for 
themes  outlined  in  detail  in  the  leader's  guide.  Lessons  may 
be  used  as  an  entire  program  for  a  study  group  or  individually. 

76-mins 


continued... 
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MATERIAL  GIVING  (VC1626) 

Shows  how  you  can  make  a  difference  by  sharing  rhe 
simple  things  such  as  hygiene  and  school  supplies  through 
UMCOR's  material  resource  ministry.  2003,  5-mins 

MONEY  TALKS 

General:  One  day  during  worship  a  person  puts  $1.00  in  the 
collection  plate  and  it  starts  to  talk  back!  How  the  dollars 
given  to  the  church  are  used  is  the  rest  of  this  story  on  video. 

1991,20-mms 

DISCIPLE  BIBLE  OUTREACH  (VC1460  and  DVD89) 

Youth-Adult:  Disciple  Bible  Outreach  Ministries  is  reaching  out 
to  inmates  in  prisons  all  across  North  Carolina.  This  video  tells 
the  story  of  this  inspiring  ministry. 

MULTIPLY  GOD'S  LOVE:  A  SENSE  OF 
BELONGING  (VC1205) 

Adults:  Along  with  the  booklet,  Multiply  God's  Love,  this 
video  explains  how  the  structure  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  organized  to  help  in  so  many  mission  fields,  support 
of  clergy,  strengthening  faith  and  caring  in  families  and 
communities.  Especially  helpful  for  new  membership  classes 
and  leadership  groups.  1997,  7-mins 

PENTECOST  JOURNEY  (VC1411) 

Adults  Pentecost  Journey:  A  companion  video  about  Hispanic 
ministries  helps  congregations  learn  about  stereotypes  and 
provides  models  of  ministry  that  have  been  successful  in 
helping  churches  and  communities  grow  and  minister  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1999, 93-mins 

PLANTING  SEEDS:  KOREAN- AMERICAN 
MISSION  (VC1313) 

Spotlights  the  growth  of  United  Methodist  Korean- 
American  congregations  and  missions  in  the  U.S. 

1999, 14-mins 


SUPPORTING  LEADERSHIP  FOR  LIFE  (VC1510) 

Adults:  The  Black  College  Fund:  Students  and  graduates 
emphasize  the  importance  of  educating  students  for  a 
lifetime  of  sharing.  Includes  4,  60-90  second  vignettes. 
Use  for  worship  or  leadership  training.  2001,8-mins 

WESLEY  ON  GIVING  (VC1202) 

Adults:  This  video,  book  and  leader's  guide  were 
developed  as  a  resource  for  clergy  study  groups,  but  can  be 
adapted  for  use  by  congregational  studies.  The  three  sessions 
are:  On  Wealth,  Rules  for  the  Use  of  Wealth,  and  Fundamentals 
of  Giving."  Includes  Bishop  Ken  Carder's  study  paper,  "Giving 
from  a  Wesleyan  Perspective".  24-mins 

YOU  MAKE  A  DIFFERENCE:  UMCOR  (VC1201) 

Adults:  This  video  from  UMCOR  helps  local  churches  learn 
more  about  "the  plight  of  refugees  and  displaced  persons 
around  the  globe"  and  ways  in  which  [they]  can  join  in  the 
efforts  to  rebuild  lives.  1999,  17-mins 

GOOD  $ENSE,  BIBLICAL  FINANCIAL 
PRINCIPLES  FOR  TRANSFORMING  YOUR 
FINANCES  AND  LIFE  (KIT  50) 

This  program  by  Dick  Towner  and  John  Tofilon  "will  help 
the  people  in  your  church  discover  tools  and  develop 
skills  that  enable  them  to  control  their  finances  rather  than 
allowing  their  finances  to  control  them.  They'll  receive  practical 
help  and  guidance  to:  Prioritize  financial  goals,  develop  a 
personalized  spending  plan,  identify  action  steps  to  reduce 
expenses,  reduce  debt. . .  and  much  more.  This  is  a  preview  packet 
for  churches  considering  participating  in  this  program.  2003 

ZOE  MINISTRY:  THE  ZIMBABWE  ORPHANS 
ENDEAVOR  (DVD32) 

Rev.  Greg  Jenks,  director  of  the  NC  Conference  outreach 
ministry  to  the  children  of  Zimbabwe,  explains  the  hopes  for 
the  ZOE  ministry  program.  Real  stories  are  told;  real  needs 
are  explained. 


QUESTIONS  OF  FAITH  V.  TAPE  2:  WHO'S 
MONEY  IS  IT?  (VC1346) 

The  panel  discusses  the  following  questions:  Why  is  it  hard  for 
us  to  talk  about  money?,  What  does  your  faith  have  to  do  with 
your  money?  How  can  we  be  faithful  in  a  consumer  society? 

2000,19-mins 

SHARING  GOD'S  GIFTS:  NORTH  CAROLINA 
CONFERENCE  2004  (VC1691  and  DVD103) 

Aportionments  translate  into  Mission  and  Ministries,  an 
overview  of  the  work  being  done  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  featuring  our  The  North  Carolina  Conference. 
Age:  SYASr  7-mins 

STEWARD:  LIVING  AS  DISCIPLES  IN 
EVERYDAY  LIFE  (KIT14) 

A  twelve-week  sudy  resource  for  small  groups  in  local 
congregations.  Biblical  understandings  of  the  role  of  Steward 
as  the  faithful  response  of  Christian  Disciples  are  studied. 
The  kit  contains  a  training  manual  and  Leader's  Guide,  a 
training  video,  participant's  Manual  and  Session  videos.  A 
introductory  tape  is  available. 

2003, 200-mins 


LOOSE  CONNECTIONS:  TIGHTEN  UP  YOUR 
CONNECTIONS  WITH  GOD  (VC1787) 

Does  Jesus  want  our  cash  or  our  hearts?  This  drama  skit 
explores  that  question.  Could  we  have  an  encounter  with 
Christ  in  the  "garages"  of  our  everyday  lives?  15-mins 

WIDOW'S  MITE,  THE  (VC1757) 

"At  the  heart,  generosity  involves  letting  go  of  possessions  or  of 
oneself."  Joyful  giving  is  a  mystery  to  one  woman,  who  must 
learn  it  from  an  unlikely  source.  28-mins 

BE  THERE:  UMCOR  ONE  GREAT  HOUR  OF 
SHARING  (DVD138) 

Includes  3  segments:  3-minute  inspirational  message,  7-minutes 
of  highlights  of  UMCOR  work  and  a  music  video,  "We  Change 
the  World". 


RESOURCE  CENTER 

e-mail:  l\bai\ey@nccumc.OTg 
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CONFERENCE  RESOURCE  PERSONS 


Would  you  like  to  have  someone  come  interpret  the  conference  budget  and  programs  and  services  made  possible  through  outreach  giving? 

Call  Christine  Dodson,  Conference  Treasurer,  or  Bill  Norton,  Director  of  Communications,  at  919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433  to 
arrange  consultation. 


CONFERENCE  TREASURER/ BUSINESS  ADMINISTRATOR  MINISTRY  DIRECTORS 

TREASURER  CHILDREN'S  8C  YOUTH  MINSITRIES 

Ms.  Christine  Dodson,  CPA  Ms.  Sue  Ellen  Nicholson 

treaiura@naumc.org  semcholson@nccumc.org 


CONTROLLER 
Ms.  Ivanna  Cole 

icole@nccumc.org 

COUNCIL  ON  FINANCE 

&  ADMINISTRATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Mr.  Ferrell  Blount 

P.O.  Box  850 
Bethel,  NC  27812 
jblount@greenvtllenc.com 
252-825-3701 

VICE  PRESIDENT 

Rev.  Danny  G.  Allen 

P.O.  Box  1388 

New  Bern,  NC  28563-1388 

revdannyallen@eartblink.net 

252-637-4181 

CABINET  REPRESENTATIVE 

SECRETARY 

Ms.  Sylvia  Harriss 

205  Shady  Circle  Dr. 
Rocky  Mount,  NC  27803 

TREASURER 

Ms.  Christine  Dodson,  CPA 

treasurer@nccumc.org 

MINISTERIAL  RELATIONS 

DIRECTOR 

Dr.  Paul  L.  Leeland 

pleeland@nccumc.org 

CONGREGATIONAL  DEVELOPMENT 

DIRECTOR 

Dr.  Stephen  C.  Compton 

scompton@nccumc.org 

CONNECTIONAL  MINISTRIES 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
Dr.  Charles  M.  Smith 

cmsmith@nccumc.org 


COMMUNICATIONS,  STEWARDSHIP  &  LAITY 

Mr.  Wilburn  L.  (Bill)  Norton,  Jr. 

bnorton@nccumc.org 

HISPANIC/LATINO  MINISTRIES 

Mrs.  Cookie  Santiago 

csantiago@nccumc.org 

MEDIA  CENTER,  ARCHIVES,  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Mrs.  Laura  Bailey 

llbailey@nccumc.org 

M.E.R.C.I. 

676  Community  Drive 
Goldsboro,  NC  27530 
merci@nccumc.org 
888-440-9167 

MISSIONS  DEVELOPMENT 

Mr.  Steve  Taylor 

staylor@nccumc.org 

MULTICULTURAL  MINISTRIES 

Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson 

ljohnson@nccumc.org 

UNITED  METHODIST  FOUNDATION 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Mr.  Lynn  James 

ijames@nccumc.org 

DIRECTOR  OF  PLANNED  GIVING 

Rev.  James  G.  Mentzer 

jmentzer@nccumc.org 

COMMISSION  ON  STEWARDSHIP 

CHAIRPERSON 

Dr.  Robert  Kretzu 

5123  Revere  Drive 
Durham,  NC  27713 
bkretzu@nccumc.org 
919-544-1078 


(unless  otherwise  noted,  persons  can  be  reached  at  The  United  Methodist  Building  in  Raleigh,  919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433,  Monday-Friday,  8:30am-4:30pm) 
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WHERE  TO  CALL  FOR  HELP 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  BUILDING,  RALEIGH,  NC 

Monday-Friday;  8:30AM-4:30PM 
Phone:  919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433 
FAX  (available  all  hours):  919-834-7989 

THE  MEDIA  CENTER 
DIRECTOR 
Laura  Bailey 

919-832-9560  or  1-800-849-4433,  extension  264 
llbailey@nccumc.org 

website:  www.nccumc.org/media-center/mdex.btm 
INFOSERVE,  UMCOM  •  1-888-346-3862 
ECUFILM  •  1-888-346-3862 

CURRIC-U -PHONE,  UM  PUBLISHING  HOUSE  •  1-800-251-8591 

LAKEJUNALUSKA  ASSEMBLY  •  704-452-2881  or  1-800-222-4930 

SERVICE  CENTER  FOR  THE  GENERAL  BOARD  OF 
GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  ■  1-800-305-9857 

WEBSITES 

N.  C.  CONFERENCE 
www.nccumc.org 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

www.umc.org 

www.  umcgiving.  org 

GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES 
www.gbgm-umc.org 

IGNITING  MINISTRY 
www.ignitingministry.org 

NC  CONFERENCE  TREASURER 
www.nccumc.org/  treasurer 


TO  ORDER  BENEVOLENCE  PROMOTION  RESOURCES  OR  SPECIAL 
SUNDAY  MATERIALS  1-888-346-3862 
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NC  native  named 
head  of  UMCOR 


The  Rev.  Sam  Dixon 

Photo  by  Cassandra 
Heller/GBGM 


UMNS 
Recent  disasters— 
9/11,  the  2004 
Asian  tsunami, 
and  Hurricane 
Katrina  —  have 
led  The  United  Methodist  Church's 
relief  organization  "to  rethink  how  we 
do  everything, '  according  to  its  new 
chief  executive. 

A  North  Carolina  native,  the  Rev. 
Sam  Dixon,  has  served  as  interim 
leader  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  since  Jan.  31. 

He  was  elected  permanently  to  the 
position  on  Oct.  10  during  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  UM  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  UMCOR's  parent  agency. 

Dixon  oversees  the  board's  Health  and 
Relief  unit,  which  includes  UMCOR 
and  the  health  and  welfare  department, 
and  leads  the  mission  volunteers  unit. 

Mission  and  service 

Dixon  first  joined  UMCOR  in  1998 
and  has  worked  in  several  divisions. 

He  has  a  bachelor's  degree  in  political 
science  from  UNC-Chapel  Hill  and  a 
doctor  of  ministry  degree  from  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary.  Dixon  became 
a  clergy  member  of  the  NC  Annual 
Conference  in  1974. 

From  1990  to  1996,  Dixon  was 
director  of  missions,  evangelism  and 
VISION  2000  for  the  conference's 
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council  on  ministries.  He  and  his  wife, 
Cindy  Leapley  of  Wilson,  have  four 
adult  children  and  two  grandchildren. 

Preparing  for  the  next  one 

In  an  interview  with  UM  News 
Service,  Dixon  said  the  magnitude 
of  recent  disasters — along  with  the 
generous  response  by  church  members 
to  fund  relief  efforts — has  changed  the 
way  UMCOR  operates. 

The  changes  include  more 
participation  by  staff  in  other  parts 
of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries; 
establishing  relationships  with  new 
organizations  in  new  areas;  and  dealing 
with  other  development  issues,  such  as 
microcredit,  sanitation  and  health  care. 

The  biggest  task,  Dixon  added, 
"is  just  preparing  for  the  next  one." 


Voice  of  Blue  Devils  shares 
experiences  at  UMM  Duke  Day 

By  Bill  Norton  * 

"I  feel  like  the  luckiest  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth,"  Bob  Harris,  the 
radio  voice  of  the  Duke  Blue  Devils,  said  to  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  while  using  the  well  known  statement  by  New  York  Yankees  baseball 

great  Lou  Gehrig. 

Harris,  who  is  in  his  32nd  year  of 
calling  the  action  on  Duke  Radio,  was 
the  featured  speaker  for  the  UMM's 
Duke  Day  on  Oct.  6  in  the  Divinity 
School's  Goodson  Chapel.  The  day  has 
become  an  annual  UMM  gathering  for 
faith  sharing,  fellowship,  eating  and 
attending  a  Duke  Football  game. 

Harris  talked  about  beginning  in 
radio  by  calling  high  school  football 
in  Stanley  County  and  his  move  to 

See  "UMM  Duke  Day,  "page  3 


Bob  Harris 


photo  by  Bill  Norton 


Prison  MATCH  brings  mothers 
and  their  children  together 


UM  Women  from  the 
Conference  saw  a  need 
and  created  a  solution 

By  Joan  Purcell  * 

Janie  Twomley  and  her  husband 
were  beginning  to  enjoy  the  life  of 
empty-nesters.  But  the  peace  and  quiet 
was  abruptly  interrupted  when  Janie's 
daughter  Amy  went  to  prison  at  the 
North  Carolina  Correctional  Institute 
for  Women  (NCCIW)  in  Raleigh,  and 
they  began  caring  for  her  eight-month 
old  daughter,  Faith. 

In  the  8  years  since,  they  have  adopted 
Faith  and  taken  on  the  constant  joy  and 
responsibility  of  loving  and  rearing  a 
healthy  child. 

But  they  want  Faith  and  Amy 
to  continue  their  mother-child 
relationship.  Janie  says,  "It  is  important 
to  maintain  that  bond.  It  is  such  a 
strong,  precious  bond." 

There  are  two  barriers  to  maintaining 
that  bond,  however.  They  live  in 
Washington  state,  so  the  travel  expenses 
alone  are  overwhelming.  An  even 
greater  obstacle  is  the  atmosphere  of 
the  prison  visitation  center.  Mothers 
cannot  be  mothers  and  children  cannot 


be  children  when  they  have 
to  stay  seated  with  limited 
physical  contact,  are  not  able 
to  play  with  toys,  have  to 
share  the  bare  room  with  up 
to  25  other  families,  and  are 
in  the  presence  of  correctional 
officers  and  cameras. 

Prison  MATCH  (Mothers 
And  Their  CHildren)  of 
North  Carolina,  Inc.  has 
helped  Faith's  family  overcome 
these  barriers  so  Amy  can 
spend  quality  time  with  her  in 
an  environment  conducive  to 
forming  good  relationships. 

In  the  MATCH  Center, 
Amy  and  Faith  play  games, 
cook,  and  eat  together.  They 
get  to  do  the  same  kinds 
of  things  that  most  moms 
do  with  their  children.  They 
their  private  time  together  to 
emotionally. 


Faith  (left)  says,  "Visiting  my  Mom  Amy  is  the  best 
thing  that  I  do  all  year."  Amy  (right)  says  that  it  has 
been  wonderful  to  "watch  her  hand  grow  in  my 
hand.  I  am  seeing  her  develop  and  change..., 
which  would  not  be  possible  without  MATCH." 


enjoy 
bond 


UM  Women  inspired 

In  April  1991,  the  United  Methodist 
Women  in  North  Carolina  held  a 
conference  on  incarcerated  women 
that  inspired  and  educated  them 
to  be  in  ministry  with  incarcerated 


women  and  their  children.  In  1992 
the  MATCH  Program  was  established, 
and  the  MATCH  Center  was  built 
in  1995  as  part  of  a  new  building 
on  the  grounds  of  the  prison. 

Inmate-mothers  must  comply  with 
certain  eligibility  standards  that  include 
a  recommendation  by  the  social  worker, 
a  sentence  of  seven  years  or  more, 

See  "Prison  MATCH,  "page  10 
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Convocation  on  the  Black 
Church  encourages  disciple- 
making  communities 


Over  200  clergy  and  laity  gathered 
at  Hay  Street  UMC  in  Fayetteville 
on  Sept.  28-29  for  the  Convocation 
on  the  Black  Church.  The  theme  for 
the  weekend  was  "Creating  Disciple- 
Making  Faith  Communities." 

Bishop  Ernest  S.  Lyght  of  the  West 
Virginia  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  served  as  the  preacher  for  the 
opening  and  closing  worship  services. 
Following  the  opening  worship  service, 
Dr.  Rodney  Smothers,  director  of 
congregational   development   for  the 


Baltimore- Washington  Conference  led 
the  worshipping  congregation  in  a  time 
of  praise  and  intercessory  prayer. 

On  Saturday  morning  and  afternoon, 
the  participants  were  involved  in  11 
workshops,  designed  to  challenge  and 
motivate  them  to  be  involved  in  making 
disciples  in  their  faith  communities. 

The  workshops  leaders  included 
Jarvis  Wilson  and  Robert  McMichael, 
III.,  both  of  Atlanta,  GA  on  blending 

See  "Convocation,  "page  6 


The  convocation's  workshops  were  designed  to  challenge  and  motivate  participants 
to  make  disciples  in  their  faith  communities.  Subjects  included:  blending  music 
styles  for  meaningful  worship,  small  group  ministry,  effective  Communication  in  the 
Digital  age,  and  ministry  with  the  poor. 


Outgoing  UMW  President  Jimmy  Shuler  (left)  stands  with  new  officers 
elected  during  the  UMW  meeting.  To  the  right  of  Dr.  Shuler  are  Ann  Davis, 
president;  Brenda  Brown,  vice  president;  Sandra  Croom,  secretary;  and  Sandra 
Mendell,  treasurer.  Dr.  Shuler  will  conclude  a  four-year  term  as  president  on 
Dec.  31,  2007.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 

UMW  elects  new  officers 
at  annual  meeting 


Using  the  theme  "Come  to  the 
Potter  for  Healing,"  Conference 
United  Methodist  Women  gathered 
at  Methodist  University  on  Oct.  13 
for  their  35th  annual  meeting. 

Included  in  action  taken  during 
the  meeting  were  adoption  of 
a  budget  of  almost  $580,000 
and  election  of  new  officers  for  the 
next  year. 

The  budget  provides  mission 
support  in  the  Conference  and 
throughout  the  world.  Each  of  the 
12    conference    districts  pledged 


support,  ranging  from  $73,400 
to  $32,000. 

Ann  Davis  of  Greenville,  was 
elected  president;  Brenda  Brown 
of  Spring  Lake  was  elected  vice 
president. 

Sandra  Croom  of  Beaufort  was 
elected  secretary;  and  Sandra  Mendell 
of  Goldsboro  was  elected  treasurer. 

Their  term  of  office  begins  Jan.  1, 
2008  and  continues  through  Dec. 
31,  2009. 

See  "UMW" page  3 
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UMW  meeting    continued  from  page  2 


Dr.  Jimmie  Shuler  of  Greenville  will 
complete  a  four-year  term  as  president 
on  Dec.  31,2007. 

Cheryl  Epperson  of  Swansboro 
completed  "Chalk  Talk"  by  using 
chalk  to  draw  a  pot  being  molded 
while  participants  sang  during  the 
gathering  music. 

During  the  closing  worship  service, 
the  Rev.  Diane  Christianson,  associate 
pastor  at  Jarvis  UMC  in  Greenville, 


concluded  the  sermon  by  saying 
the  "need  for  healing  may  come 
unexpectedly  but  God  has  prepared  for 
your  healing." 

The  gathering  concluded  following 
the  Celebration  of  Holy  Communion. 

Assisting  Rev.  Christianson  with 
the  celebration  were  Dr.  Paul  Leeland, 
assistant  to  the  bishop,  and  the  Rev. 
Chuck  Cook,  Goldsboro  district 
superintendent. 


Penny  Vinson  of  Goldsboro  lights  a  candle  during  the  Candle  Burning ,  an  avenue  of 
UMW  Mission  Giving  to  honor  or  memorialize  a  loved  one  or  someone  special  to  the 
church,  family  or  community.  Photo  by  Bill  Norton. 


UMM  Duke  Day  continued  from  page  I 


Durham  and  WDNC  in  1975  and 
beginning  work  on  Duke  Radio.  "We 
all  have  a  calling  of  some  sort,"  he  said, 
listing  teachers,  ministers,  and  others.  A 
lot  of  people  are  underpaid  for  what  they 
do  and  others,  like  some  entertainers, 
are  overpaid. 

The  two-time  NC  Broadcaster  of 
the  Year  and  member  of  the  NC  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame,  said  it  was  better  to  be  on 
"Heaven's  Hall  of  Fame  rather  than  the 
Devil's  Hall  of  Shame." 

He  asked  "why"  he  was  at  home  rather 
than  at  an  out-of-town  game  when  he 
had  to  be  taken  to  the  emergency  room 
with  heart  problems. 

He  continued  to  ask  "why"  he  was 
at  Duke  Hospital  where  his  doctor  was 
participating  in  a  research  procedure 
that  showed  the  blockage  which  a  new 
treatment  corrected. 

He  asked  his  physician  why  the 
situation  happened  as  it  did,  and  his 


doctor  said  "God  was  not  through  with 
you  yet."  We  never  know  what  it  is  that 
we  may  say  and  be  heard  by  someone 
and  affect  them  in  some  way,  Harris 
said. 

UMM  President  Barry  Merrill 
delivered  a  testimonial,  Dr.  F.  Belton 
Joyner,  Jr.  presented  a  devotion  and 
presided  during  Holy  Communion, 
and  Buddy  West  of  First  UMC  in  Cary 
performed  and  led  music.  Aldersgate 
UMC,  Durham,  prepared  and  served 
the  lunch. 

*  Bill  Norton  is  conference  director  of 
communications  and  Advocate  Editor. 


Serving  churches  since  1946! 


STAINED  GLASS  STUDIOS,  INC. 

STATESVILJUK,  NC 
1-800-820-1292 

 www,  lawsstainedglass.  com  


VOCATE 


The  North  Carolina  Conference  Christian 
Advocate  (USPS:  0392-560)  (ISSN:  0029-2435) 
is  published  monthly  by  NC  Conference 
Communications,  1 307  Glenwood  Avenue, 
Raleigh,  NC  27605,  (91 9)  832-9560. 

Periodical  postage  paid  in  Raleigh,  NC  and 
additional  mailing  offices. 

POSTMASTER:  Send  address  changes  to  NCCC 
Advocate,  PO  Box  10955,  Raleigh,  NC  27605. 

Subscription  Rates:  Individual  Subscriptions: 
$15  per  year.  Administrative  board  plan 
(at  least  10  subscriptions  submitted  and  paid 
as  a  group,  submitted  together):  $12. 

Advocate  Staff:  Bill  Norton,  Editor; 
LeeAnne  Thornton,  Linda  Smith 

Layout:  InkScribe  Design 


Advertising  Rates:  Available  at  www.nccumc. 
org/publications  or  call  Communications  at 
1-800-849-4433. 

Letters  to  the  editor:  Submissions  are 
welcome.  Length  not  to  exceed  250  words. 
Full  submission  guidelines  detailed  with  each 
issue's  letters. 

Article  and  Photo  Submissions:  Loca  I 
churches  and  conference  agencies  may 
submit  items  for  publication.  The  deadline  is 
the  5th  day  of  the  month  before  publication. 

All  articles  and  photos  subject  to  editing. 
Photographs  or  art  should  be  submitted 
at  300dpi  or  higher  in  JPG  orTIF  formats. 

Contact:  bnorton@nccumc.org  or  (919)  832- 
9560  with  any  questions. 


Financial  support  for  NC 
Conference  students  exceeds 
what  is  raised  in  offerings 


Students  in  the  North  Carolina 
Conference  receive  more  in 
educational  scholarships  and  loans 
than  conference  churches  contribute. 

In  2006,  $98,000  in  scholarships 
and  $12,500  in  loans  were  provided 
to  Conference  students  from  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

Local  churches  in  the  Conference 
contributed  $10,230  during  the 
UM  Student  Day  Offering. 


Through  the  Student  Day 
Offering  (Nov.  25),  financial 
support  for  loans  and  scholarships  to 
undergraduates  actively  involved  in 
local  churches  or  campus  ministries 
is  possible.  In  addition,  support  is 
provided  for  seminary  students. 

Local  churches  can  receive 
resources  for  promoting  this  Special 
Sunday  offering  and  others  by 
going  to  www.umcgiving.org/ss  or 
call  (888)  346-3862. 


NCC's  endowed  scholarship 
awarded  to  Chingambu 


Bishop  Al  Gwinn  announced 
that  Kayembe  Chingambu  of  the 
Democratic  Republic  of 
Congo  is  the  recipient 
of  the  NC  Annual 
Conference  Endowed 
Scholarship  for  the  2007- 
08  academic  year. 

Chingambu  is  a  second- 
year  student  enrolled  in 


AFRICA 

UNIVERSITY 


the  Institute  of  Peace,  Leadership 
and  Governance  at  the  university. 

Africa  University, 
the  United  Methodist 
established  school  in 
Zimbabwe,  has  enrolled 
650  new  undergraduate 
and  graduate  students, 
representing  29  of  the  54 
nations  in  Africa. 
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NC  Conference  Church  and  Community 
grant  helps  provide  transportation 


This  year,  230  mothers  and  children 
participated  in  the  Mother-Child  Retreat 
at  Camp  Don  Lee.  Children  ranged  in 
age  from  3-1 2  years  old. 

Healing  through 
nature  theme 
of  mother-child 
retreat 

"Come  to  the  Potter  for  Healing 
through  Nature"  was  the  theme  of  the 
NC  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  Mother  Child  Retreat  held 
in  September  at  Camp  Don  Lee  in 
Araphoe. 

This  year,  230  mothers  and  children 
participated  in  the  event.  Children 
ranged  in  age  from  three-years-old 
through  12-years-old.  The  event  is  held 
the  third  weekend  in  September. 

Activities  for  the  mothers  and 
children  included  a  Friday  Night 
Jamboree  with  hula  hoop  and  jump 
rope  sessions,  a  puppet  show  and  a 
line  dance  entitled  "Jump  into  the 
Light."  Nanette  Bronzino,  Jarvis  UMC 
director  of  Children's  Ministries,  served 
as  coordinator. 

The  Saturday  classes  were  led  by  15 
teachers  and  assistants  with  the  teaching 
emphasis  for  mothers  being  on  Personal 
Spiritual  Growth,  led  by  Sandra  Croom 
of  Ann  Street  UMC  in  Beaufort,  and 
Putting  Prayer  Back  Into  Our  Lives,  led 
by  Lora  Joyner  of  St.  James  UMC  in 
Greenville. 

All  Children's  classes  and  crafts 
were  related  to  the  theme.  Activities 
included  sailing,  row  boating,  canoeing, 
swimming,  archery,  basketball,  volley 
ball,  soccer,  hayride,  ice  cream  social, 
campfire  with  songs  and  stories,  led  by 
the  R.ev.  John  Farmer,  Don  Lee  Camp 
director. 

The  Sunday  Devotions  were  led  by 
Madoline  Murphy  with  each  age  group 
sharing  songs  and  an  overview  of  the 
Biblical  teachings  learned  from  their 
class  studies. 

The  dates  for  the  2008  Mother  Child 
Retreat  will  be  September  19-21. 
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A  Raleigh  mother  of  two  with 
six  grandchildren  has  convenient, 
economical  transportation  thanks  to 
a  North  Carolina  Conference  Church 
and  Community  Grant  and  a  local 
faith-based,  nonprofit  car  dealer. 

Debra  makes  biscuits  starting  at  4  am 
at  a  Raleigh  restaurant  and  desperately 
needed  personal  transportation. 

Wheels4Hope  used  a  $1000  grant 
to  repair  a  1987  Honda  Civic  and  sold 
it  to  Debra  for  $500  with  a  six-month 
warrantee. 

Although  Debra  lives  near  a  bus 
route,  and  was  riding  the  bus  on  her 
return  trips  from  work,  the  bus  wasn't 
an  option  given  her  4:00am  start  time. 
She  had  to  depend  on  taxi  rides  to  get 
to  work. 

The  refurbished  Civic  gave  Debra 
the  economical  and  convenient 
transportation  she  needed  to  make  her 
way  to  and  from  work  and  around  town 
to  handle  life's  other  necessities. 

Wheels4Hope  is  a  licensed  used  car 
dealer  and  a  qualified  501(c)3  charity. 
They  make  necessary  repairs  to  donated 
vehicles  and  sell  them  to  pre-screened 
recipients  for  $500  with  a  six-month, 
pro-rated  warranty. 

The  goal  of  the  repairs,  although 
in  no  way  a  promise,  is  to  provide  a 
subsidized  vehicle  that  will  not  need 
major  repairs  for  one  or  two  years  of 
routine  driving. 

The  subsidized  car  buyers  are 
screened  and  referred  to  Wheels4Hope 
by  six  social  service  organizations 
in  Raleigh. 

The  partner  organizations  are:  Step- 
Up  Ministries,  Passage  Home,  PLM— 
Families  Together,  The  Carying  Place, 
Triangle  Family  Services,  and  Urban 
Ministries  Helen  Wright  Center. 

Car  recipients  are  low-income  people, 
sometimes  working  their  way  out  of 
situations  such  as  abuse,  incarceration 
and/or  drug  addiction.  Many  are 
minority  single  mothers. 

Thanks  to  the  partner  programs, 
recipients  have  made  substantial 
improvements  in  their  lives  and  have 
been  judged  ready  for  car  ownership. 

Wheels4Hope  was  started  in  1999 
as  a  mission  project  by  West  Raleigh 
Presbyterian  Church. 

Now,  staff  and  volunteers  include 
Presbyterians,  Catholics,  United 
Methodists  and  Baptists. 

Although  Wheels4Hope  is  a  faith- 
based,  organization,  it  does  not 
consider  race,  sex,  religion  or  sexual 
orientation  in  any  decision  affecting  the 
people  it  serves. 

The  2007  NCC  Community 
and  Church  Grant  application  was 
jointly  sponsored  by  the  senior 
pastors  of  West  Raleigh  Presbyterian 
Church,  North  Raleigh  UMC,  and 


Edenton  Street  UMC  in  Raleigh. 

The  Wheels4Hope  garage  and  office 
are  located  at  202  Russ  Street,  off 
Poole  Road  in  Southeast  Raleigh.  The 
organization  has  two  part-time,  paid 
staff  members:  an  executive  director 
and  an  operations  manager.  Members 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  are  unpaid. 
In-house  mechanical  work  is  all  done 
by  volunteer  mechanics. 

Mechanics  and 
volunteers  needed 

Cash,  cars,  and  volunteers  are  needed 
to  maintain  and  grow  this  ministry. 

Additional  volunteers  are  needed 
in  a  number  of  capacities  including, 
mechanics,  parts  chasers,  and  office 
workers.  Office  hours  are  9  am  until  1 
pm  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  the  first 
and  third  Saturdays  of  each  month. 

Donated  vehicles  that  do  not  meet 
the  needs  of  the  subsidized  recipients 
are  retailed  to  the  public  every  Thursday 
to  cover  Wheels4Hope  operating 
expenses  such  as  rent,  insurance, 
replacement  parts  and  services  and 
part-time  staff  salaries. 

The  vehicles  are  sold  to  the  public  at 
fair  prices  and  with  full  disclosure  of  any 
known  imperfections.  Wheels4Hope 
considers  the  retail  program  to  be 
an  important  part  of  that  ministry, 


providing  low-cost  vehicles  at  fair  prices 
to  people  who  need  them.  Retail  buyers 
are  not  screened. 

Vehicle  donations  welcome 

Current  tax  laws  make  it  more 
advantageous  to  donate  a  vehicle  to 
an  organization  like  Wheels4Hope 
where  the  vehicle  is  used  to  further  its 
mission. 

With  many  other  organizations  that 
accept  donated  vehicles,  the  donor  is 
only  entitled  to  a  deduction  equal  to 
the  auctioned  price. 

When  Wheels4Hope  retails  a 
car,  it  has  been  test  driven,  repaired 
as  necessary  to  pass  the  NC  State 
Inspection,  cleaned,  and  displayed  for 
sale  to  the  public. 

A  donated  vehicle  that  goes  through 
the  Wheels4Hope  retail  process  will 
likely  bring  a  higher  price  and  a 
correspondingly  larger  deduction  for 
the  donor. 

The  donor  of  a  vehicle  that  is 
appropriate  for  the  Wheels4Hope 
subsidized  program  is  entitled  to  a 
deduction  equal  to  the  private  party  fair 
market  value  of  the  vehicle. 

To  donate  a  vehicle,  volunteer,  or  for 
questions  call  Susan  Baker,  operations 
manager,  at  919-255-1325  or  email 
SusanBaker@Wheels4Hope.org. 


Debra  (left)  receives  the  keys  to  her  new  car  from  Wayne  Liesegang,  Wheels4Hope 
salesman.  Wheels4Hope  is  a  licensed  used  car  dealer  which  sells  refurbished 
vehicles  to  buyers  referred  by  social  service  organizations.  Volunteer  opportunities 
with  the  program  include  mechanics,  parts  chasers,  and  office  help. 
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Jarvis  Memorial  UMC 
celebrates  centennial 


By  Stan  McDaniel  * 

Jarvis  Memorial  UMC  in  Greenville 
held  its  Centennial  Celebration  on 
Sept.  28-30. 

Hundreds  gathered  for  an  exciting 
and  memorable  time  marking  1 00  years 
of  ministry  in  the  heart  of  Greenville. 

The  year  2007  is  also  the  225th 
anniversary  of  the  establishment  of 
Methodism  in  Pitt  Country.  That 
community  of  Methodists  would 
eventually  become  Jarvis  Memorial. 

The  1907  sanctuary  building  is  one 
of  oldest  structures  in  the  city. 

A  crowd  of  nearly  300  cheered 
the  Friday  evening  production  of 
"Commander  Naaman  Takes  a  Bath." 

Director/Playright  Ada  Milenkovic 
Brown,     Music     Director  Cheryl 


Stephenson,  Steve  Cagle,  accompanist, 
saxophonist  Michael  Stephenson  and 
the  35  children  in  the  cast  told  the  Old 
Testament,  2  Kings,  story  of  Naaman 
through  dialog  and  music. 

Saturday  evening's  concert  by  The 
New  Century  Saxophone  Quartet  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  the  audience 
of  over  200,  and  the  performance  was 
punctuated  by  two  standing  ovations. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  congregation 
of  nearly  700  heard  Bishop  Alfred  W. 
Gwinn,  Jr.  preach  that  despite  living  in 
an  ever-changing  world,  the  challenge 
of  Jesus'  "Great  Commandment" 
and  "Great  Commission"  are  never- 
changing.  It  is  to  them,  he  urged, 
that  Christians  must  continue  to  look 
for  guidance. 

Don  Parrott,  mayor  of  Greenville, 
presented  Pastor 
Albert  Shuler  with  a 
special  City  Council 
proclamation. 

As  a  conclusion 
to  the  weekend,  a 
meal  and  reception, 
attended  by  over  400, 
was  held  at  Rock 
Springs  Center. 


"Commander  Naaman"  is  healed  and  reveals  himself  during 
the  Friday  evening  production  of  "Commander  Naaman 
Takes  a  Bath." 


*  Stan  McDaniel  is 
minister  of  music/ 
webmaster  at  Jarvis 
Memorial  UMC  in 
Greenville. 


Cummings  challenges  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 


Ninety-one  clergy  and  lay  persons, 
representing  13  Conference  churches 
in  three  districts,  gathered  on  Sept. 
30  for  the  meeting  of  NCC  Black 
Methodists  for  Church  Renewal. 

The  gathering  was  held  at  New  Zion 
UMC  in  the  Rockingham  District. 
Youth  represented  40  percent  of  the 
participants. 

BMCR  president  Jimmy  F. 
Cummings  challenged  the  group  with 
three  questions: 

1.  Is  the  Black  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  NC  Annual 
Conference  prepared  to  grow, 
nurture    its    members,  and 


befriend  those  whom  we  have 
come  to  know  as  the  "least  of 
these?" 

2.  Is  the  conference  Black  UMC 
in  committed  to  serving  or 
concerned  about  maintaining 
itself? 

3.  Are  only  growing  churches 
successful  churches? 

Coming  BMCR  events  include: 
Dialogue  with  Bishop  Al  Gwinn  at 
10  am,  Nov.  3,  John  Wesley  UMC  in 
Fayetteville;  and  the  end  of  the  year 
praise  and  celebration  which  will  be 
held  in  the  Sanford  Circuit  on  Dec. 
30  at  3:30pm. 


letters  to  the 


To  assess,  to  equip,  to  support 

Dear  readers, 

I  recently  met  with  the  Command  Sergeant  Major  for  the  4th 
Tactical  Fighter  Wing  at  SJAFB,  in  Goldsboro,  Chief  Master  Sergeant 
Harold  L.  Clark. 

We  discussed  the  possibility  of  MERCI  being  a  location  for  some 
volunteer  work  for  base  personnel.  The  Chief  was  very  enthusiastic. 
The  Base  web  page  lists  several  sites  recommended  to  base  personnel  to 
volunteer  off  duty  time.  He  has  posted  MERCI  to  that  page. 

We  spoke  of  a  new  initiative  for  MERCI.  There  are  over  one  thousand 
people  from  SJAFB  serving  overseas.  We  want  to  start  preparing  morale 
packages  here  at  MERCI.  Volunteers  from  SJAFB,  family  members,  off 
duty  people  and  our  regular  volunteers  here  at  MERCI  will  pack  and  ship 
the  packages. 

What  do  we  need  in  the  packages  you  ask? 

Beef  jerky,  Vienna  Sausages,  slim  Jims,  current  magazines  and  pocket 
books,  DVDs,  Q  tips,  Handi-wapes,  Kleenex,  mints,  peanuts,  notes  of 
love  and  hope,  devotional  material  in  small  books  or  leaflets,  other  small 
items  that  you  may  think  of  that  someone  far  from  home  may  like. 

And  of  course,  money  to  aid  in  the  shipping  would  be  greatly 
appreciated. 

Would  you  like  to  be  a  part  of  this  ministry?  Please  spread  the  word  and 
help  us  care  for  the  men  and  women  who  serve  our  country. 

In  His  service, 

Jim  Huskins,  program  director,  MERCI 


For  over  four  decades,  Greensboro  College  has  united 
with  the  community  in  an  Advent  tradition. 

The  42nd  annual  Festival  of  Lessons  &  Carols  will  take 
place  December  2  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Hannah  Brown  Finch 
Memorial  Chapel. 

Surrounded  by  lighted  luminaries  on  campus,  members  of 
the  community  enjoy  music  and  scripture  lessons.  Intro- 
duced to  Greensboro  College  in  1966  by  James  E.  Hull, 
Jefferson-Pilot  professor  of  religion  and  philosophy 
emeritus,  the  Festival  of  Lessons  and  Carols  was  inspired 
by  the  annual  Christmas  Eve  service  held  at  Kings  College 
Chapel,  in  Cambridge,  England. 


You  Belong  Here! 

GREENSBORO  COLLEGE 

81 5  West  Market  Street,  Greensboro,  NC  27401  -www.gborocollege.edu  •  800.346.8226 
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Suggestions  for 
observing 
Veterans  Day 
in  worship 

Although  it  is  not  part  of  the 
liturgical  calendar,  some  churches 
will  include  Veterans  Day  (Sunday, 
Nov.  1 1)  as  part  of  worship. 

An  article  offering  a  brief 
history  of  the  holiday  suggestions 
for  including  Veterans  Day  in 
Christian  worship,  and  resources 
from  The  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  and  The  Book  of  Worship 
can  be  found  at  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  web  site. 

The  article  encourages  churches 
to  plan  services  "in  a  context  of 
prayer... and  to  celebrate  the  good 
news  of  God's  grace  and  love 
manifest  in  Jesus  Christ." 

Visit  http://www.gbod.org/ 
worship/ default.asp?act=reader& 
item_id=3567. 


United  Methodists  in  Aulander  bring 
"Angel  Visits"  to  the  community 


While  most  churches  hold  Sunday 
school  in  a  building,  All  God's  Children 
UMC  in  Aulander  uses  the  time  to 
take  church  to  the  people  through 
an  outreach  ministry  called  "Angels 
Among  Us." 

The  ministry  allows  members  to 
visit  people  at  their  homes  on  Sunday 
morning  and  surprise  them  with  an 
"Angel  Visit." 

"Sometimes  these  people  are  hurting, 
sick  or  even  celebrating,"  said  Dr.  Laura 
Early,  senior  pastor. 

"We  take  wooden  angels  and  put 
them  up  in  their  yard,  much  like  what 
people  do  with  pink  flamingos" 


-  f  t 

A+  STAINED 

GLASS  SPECIALISTS 

New  Windows  Restoration 

flkj                Safety  Plate  Glass 

Wendell,  NC  919-365-9835 

We  make  stained  glass  affordable! 

John  Wesley  in  Colonial  Georgia: 
St.  Simons  Island  &  Savannah 

Come  to  Coastal  Georgia  and  Walk 
Where  The  Wesley s  Walked 


January  27-29,  2008 
Epworth  By  The  Sea,  The  Methodist  Center 

St.  Simons  island 

Join  Wesley  historian,  and  retired  United  Methodist  clergy,  Rev.  Dave 
Hanson  and  Cindy  Doehring,  Elderhostel  Director  for  14  years,  as 
your  guides: 

St.  Simons  Island: 

•  Guided  historic  field  trip  of  the  island 

•  Exploration  of  Wesley  sites  including  Fort  Frederica, 
quaint  Christ  Church  and  the  Wesley  Oak 

Savannah: 

•  Wesley  sites  including  the  landing  site  and  participation  in  John 
Wesley's  Morning  Prayers 

•  A  guided  tour  of  Savannah's  Historic  District  and  lovely  city  squares 

•  Lunch  in  a  popular  Historic  District  restaurant 

•  A  visit  to  the  Wesley  Statue  at  Reynolds  Square 

Listen  as  Rev.  Hanson  shares  his  knowledge  of  John  Wesley's 

time  in  colonial  Georgia. 
Visit  the  Arthur  J.  Moore  Methodist  Museum  and  Archives. 

View  accommodations  and  register  online: 
vvww.epvvorthbvthesea.org 
Of  call  912-638-8688 


Often,  gifts  and  cards  which  have 
been  made  in  Sunday  school  classes 
are  given  to  the  recipients  of  an 
"Angel  Visit." 

On  a  visit  to  an  individual  who 
needed  encouragement,  the  recipient 
later  became  a  meal  coordinator  for 


children's  choir  and  is  active  in  worship 
and  the  weekly  food  ministry  at  the 
church. 

Church  members  also  gave  a  surprise 
visit  to  celebrate  the  completion  of 
a  week  long  work  team  that  made 
renovations  to  a  home. 


ABOVE:  The  Rev.  Laura  Early  (right)  addresses  members  of  All  God's  Children  UMC 
who  made  an  "Angel  Visit"  to  the  home  of  Michael  Rice.  Members  from  ACTS  UMC 
from  Apex  joined  in  on  the  surprise  visit  to  celebrate  the  completion  of  a  week-long 
work  team  project  making  renovations  to  Michael's  home. 

LEFT:  Debbie  Hoffman  is  presented  gifts  of  encouragement  by  the  Rev.  Early. 
Since  the  "Angel  Visit"  in  August,  she  has  become  a  meal  coordinator  for 
children's  choir,  active  in  worship,  and  a  weekly  food  ministry.  Standing  behind 
Hoffman  isTish  Miller. 
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music  styles  for  meaningful  worship; 
the  Rev.  Mel  Amerson,  Stewardship 
consultant  from  the  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation;  the  Rev.  G.  Kevin  Baker, 
Sr.  pastor  of  Reconciliation  UMC  in 
Durham,  on  small  group  ministry. 

The  Rev.  Chris  Brady,  special 
assistant  to  the  Dean  of  Duke  Divinity 
School  discussed  "Where  Have  All  the 
Methodists  Gone?";  the  Rev.  Frederick 
Downing,  The  Branches  Community 
Church  in  Fayetteville,  Georgia,  taught 
"Prayer  as  a  way  of  life." 

Dr.  Loleta  Foster,  licensed  psycholo- 
gist and  executive  director  of  Assess- 
ment, Counseling  and  Consulting,  on 
healthy  family  relationships. 

Tanika  Harris,  executive  director  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
focused  on  training  opportunities, 
justice,  advocacy,  fund-raising  and 
youth  empowerment 

The  Rev.  Josefina  (Cookie)  Santiago, 
director  of  Hispanic/Latino  Ministries 

II 


for  the  Conference,  explored  making 
room  for  multicultural  and  diverse 
ministry  in  our  churches;  Dr.  Rodney 
Smothers  presented  on  tools  for  effective 
communication  in  the  Digital  age. 

The  Rev.  Marvin  Taylor,  Sr.,  pastor 
of  St.  Thomas  Charge  in  Huger,  SC, 
discussed  ministry  with  the  poor; 
and  the  Rev.  Marilyn  E.  Thornton, 
musician,  storyteller,  educator  and 
preacher/pastor  from  Nashville,  TN, 
taught  on  creating  an  experienced- 
based  worship  using  the  Arts. 

The  Convocation  on  the  Black 
Church  is  held  on  a  bi-annual  basis. 
The  event  is  coordinated  by  the 
NC  Conference  Committee  on 
Strengthening  the  Black  Church  in 
the  21st  Century,  chaired  by  LaNella 
Smith  and  a  design  team,  chaired  by 
Dr.  Jimmy  Cummings.  Dr.  Lawrence 
E.  Johnson  is  the  program  staff  person 
relating  to  the  Strengthening  the  Black 
Church  committee. 


Leaders  for  the  Convocation  of  the  Black  Church  are  (left  to  right,  sitting)  Dr.  Loleta 
Foster,  LaNella  Smith,  and  Cookie  Santiago.  Standing  (L-R)  are  Larry  Johnson,  Jimmy 
Cummings,  Rodney  Smothers,  Fredrick  Downing,  Jarvis  Wilson,  Kevin  Baker,  Chris 
Brady,  McMichael,  Tanika  Harris,  Marvin  Taylor,  Mel  Anderson,  Bishop  Ernest  Lyght. 
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God  spoke: 
"Let  us  make 
human  beings  in 
our  Image,  make 
them  reflecting  our 
nature  So  they  can  be 

responsible  for  the 
fish  in  the  sea,  the  birds 
in  the  aw,  the  cattle,  And, 
\  yes,  Earth  itself,  and 
every  animal  that 
oves  on  the  face 
of  Earth." 
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The  Rural  Church  Division  of  The  Dvtke 
Endowment  recently  held  a  seminar  entitled 
"Trends  in  Modem  Church  Architecture: 
The  Artistry  and  Greening  of  Our  Churches." 

Participants  explored  ways  that 
congregations  and  their  buildings 
can  be  good  stewards  of  the 
Earth's  resources. 


It  is  common  practice  for 
many  families,  as  they  sit 
down  to  a  meal,  to  give 
thanks  for  their  food. 

What  about  water?  And 
clean  air?  And  all  the 
other  natural  resources? 

Let  us  now,  as  we 
construct  the  sacred 
spaces  from  which  we 
go  forth  to  do  God's 
work,  teach  by  example 
and  demonstrate  the 
respect  that  is  due  the 
gifts  that  have  been 


placed  in  our  care. 

Let  the  church  be 
a  role  model  in 
the  community. 

Let  us  practice  loving 
our  neighbors,  and  be 
sensitive  to  the  effects  our 
actions  have  on  them. 

And  as  good  stewards, 
let  us  conserve  our 
resources,  as  their 
abundance  or  scarcity 
will  have  a  direct  impact 
on  those  with  whom 
we  share  this  planet. 


"Guidelines  for  Environmentally  Friendly  Structures  a  Checklist  for  Rural 
Churches  &  Related  Buildings."  Copyright  ©  2006  Stephens  Architecture 
Compiled  by  Stephens  Architecture,  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Green  Building 
Council,  for  the  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  and  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Funded  by 
the  Rural  Church  Division  of  the  Duke  Endowment. 


Green 


In  the  United  States, 
buildings  account  for: 

♦  36%  of  total  energy 
use  and  65%  of 
electricity  consumption 

♦  30%  of  greenhouse 
gas  emissions 

♦  30%  of  raw 
materials  use 

♦  30%  of  waste 
output/136  million 
tons  annually 

♦  12%  of  potable 
water  consumption 

Source:  http://www.usgbc.org/ 
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To  me,  the  conference  was  sharing  how 
building  green  buildings  now  is  like 

living  a  Christian  life -when  we 

live  God's  way  and  honor  Him  and  His 
creation,  we  are  blessed  as  we  go  forward 

Brenda  Davis,  Carr  UMC,  Durham 


Ways  to  go  green  now 


•  Turn  up  or  turn  back 
thermostats  during 
unoccupied  times  (install  a 
programmable  thermostat) 

•  Turn  off  lights,  computers, 
and  office  equipment  at 
night  and  over  the  weekend 

•  Take  advantage  of  daylight 

•  Use  e-mail  instead  of  paper 

•  Disconnect  unnecessary 
equipment  such  as  unused 
freezers,  water  heaters, 
and  refrigerators 

•  Caulk  and  weather-strip 
windows  and  doors 

•  Replace  light  bulbs  with 
more  efficient  ones 


•  Install  occupancy  sensors 
in  conference  rooms, 
storage  rooms,  rest  rooms 

•  Install  timers  on 
electric  water  heaters 
or  other  equipment 

•  Install  awnings  or 
shades  to  keep  out  the 
summer  sun  and  lower 
air-conditioning  costs 

•  Fix  leaking  faucets, 
shower  heads, 
pipes,  or  toilets 

Source:  ENERGY  STAR 
For  Congregations  Guide 
US  Environmental  Protection 
Agency  and  US  Dept.  of  Energy 
—  www.energystar.gov. 


I  was  most  impressed  with  the  green  roof"  which 
is  flat!  I  have  served  churches  with  flat  roofs  that  leaked 
and  see  how  this  can  be  done  to  help  the  environment. 

Use  of  roof  rain  water  run  off  to  water  the  grass  and  other 
plants  in  the  church  yard. ..would  be  very  helpful  with  the 
water  shortage  we  are  experiencing  in  our  state  now. 

Also,  if  our  churches  looked  at  doing  this  then  I  believe 
some  of  our  church  members  would  also  look  at  doing  it 
with  their  homes. 

Butch  Huffman,  Edgerton  Memorial  UMC,  Se/ma 


Green 
resources 


•  Guidelines  for 
Environmentally  Friendly 
Structures  -  www.duke 
endowment.org/rural 
church/guidelines 

•  ENERGY  STAR  for 
Congregations  -  (Select 
"Buildings  and  Plants/' 
then  "Congregations'7) 
www.energystar.gov 

•  US  Green  Building 
Council  "Resources" 
section  -  www.usgbc.org/ 

•  Green  building  sourcebook 
-  www.greenbuilder.com/ 
sourcebook/ 

•  US  Dept.  of  Energy's 
Energy  efficiency  and 
renewable  energy  site  - 
www.eere.energy.gov/ 

•  Advanced  Buildings 
Technologies  and 
Practices  -  www.advanced 
buildings.org/ 


Sharon  UMC  is  working  on  a  building  program  to 

build  a  new  sanctuary,  classrooms  and 

offi  CeS  and  we  wanted  to  know  what  we  could 
do  to  conserve  some  of  our  local  natural  resources. 
We're  also  interested  in  what  we  could  do  to 
operate  the  church  more  economically  over  its  life. 

Ron  W/7son, 

Building  Committee  member  Sharon  UMC,  Supply 
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Prison  MATCH  brings  mothers  and  children  together  continued  from  page  I 


visitation  rights  with  their  children, 
and  consent  from  the  caregivers. 

Most  importantly,  they  must  be 
infraction-free  to  participate,  thus 
giving  them  incentive  to  maintain 
good  behavior. 

It  is  considered  to  be  an  honor  for 
an  inmate-mother  to  be  part  of  the 
program  and  they  strive  to  retain 
this  privilege. 

MATCH  Moms  can  have  one  three- 
hour  visit  with  their  children  each 
month.  There  is  only  one  family  in 
the  Center  at  a  time,  and  the  visits  are 
supervised  by  volunteers. 

To  know  her  mother 

Janie  described  the  enthusiasm  Faith 
has  for  visiting  her  mother.  "She  plans 
what  they  will  do.  She  gets  so  excited, 
and  cries  if  she  thinks  anything  will 
prevent  her  from  going." 

She  goes  on  to  say  that  Faith  loves 
her  mother,  and  that  it  is  important  to 
her  social  well-being  for  her  to  know  her 
mother  loves  her.  "This  would  not  happen 
if  it  were  not  for  the  MATCH  program." 

Amy  is  thrilled  that  she  is  able  to  visit 
with  Faith  in  the  MATCH  Center. 

She  says  that  the  bond  between 
them  is  one  "that  I  thought  wouldn't 
be  there  since  I  came  to  prison  when 
she  was  so  young.  It  has  helped  her  to 


know  for  herself  who  I  am,  rather  than 
just  through  what  other  people  tell  her 
about  me." 

As  Faith  has  grown  from  a  toddler 
to  an  active  child,  Amy  says  that  it  has 
been  wonderful  to  "watch  her  hand  grow 
in  my  hand.  I  am  seeing  her  develop 
and  change  as  she  grows,  which  would 
not  be  possible  without  MATCH." 

Faith  says,  "Visiting  my  Mom  Amy 
is  the  best  thing  that  I  do  all  year." 

Breaking  the  cycle 

MATCH  intervenes  in  the  cycle  of 
children  following  their  mother's  path 
to  prison  through  training  for  the 
mothers  and  by  enabling  ongoing  visits 
with  their  children. 

Prison  MATCH  recognizes  the 
importance  of  the  mother-child 
relationship  in  the  psychological 
development  of  each  child. 

This  relationship  has  been  shown 
to  greatly  influence  how  children  view 
themselves,  their  relationships  to  others, 
and  their  perceptions  of  the  world. 

Children  of  incarcerated  parents  are 
seven  times  more  likely  to  be  involved 
in  delinquent  activity  and  other  negative 
behaviors  that  cause  them  to  follow 
their  parent's  path  to  prison  than  those 
with  non-incarcerated  parents. 

The  majority  of  the  children  of 


Invest 


The  UMF  Development  Fund 


Providing  loans  to  United  Methodist 
churches  and  institutions  in  North  Carolina 
and  South  Carolina.  Paying  investors,  like 
you,  a  competitive  return. 


4.75% 


Interest  Rate 


For  More  Information  Contact: 

Claire  Hunsucker, 
Senior  Vice  President,  Finance 

Offered  by:    1-800-562-7929,  ext  147 

United  Methodist 

FOUNDATION 

of  Western  North  Carolina,  Inc. 
Building  Faithful  Financial  Partnerships  " 


women  at  NCCIW  reside  with  caregivers 
in  NC,  so  they  are  able  to  come  more 
often  than  Faith,  who  comes  twice  each 
year.  Many  need  financial  assistance  to 
pay  for  the  gas  for  their  trips. 

A  continuing  commitment 

Funding  for  Prison  MATCH,  comes 
mainly  from  donations.  The  majority  of 
funding  for  MATCH  still  comes  from 
UM  Women  and  UM  churches. 


Prison  MATCH  is  Advance  Special 
#S-00054  of  the  NC  Conference 
Advances.  Make  checks  payable  to: 
Conference  Treasurer  -  Raleigh  Area, 
PO  Box  60053,  Charlotte,  NC  28260. 
Contributions  may  also  be  made 
directly  to  Prison  MATCH,  PO  Box 
14469,  Raleigh,  NC  27620. 

*  The  Rev.  Joan  Purcell  is  executive 
director  of  Prison  MATCH. 


Reconciliation  UMC  awarded 
grant,  offering  four-week  study  of 
worship  and  the  arts  in  November 


With  a  $17,538  worship  renewal 
grant  from  the  Calvin  Institute  of 
Christian  Worship,  Reconciliation 
UMC  in  Durham  will  design  a 
communion  table,  baptismal  font, 
reading  and  preaching  lectern  and 
wall  mural. 

These  will  be  used  in  the  new 
worship  space  under  construction  at 
the  intersection  of  Martin  Luther  King 
Blvd.  and  Fayetteville  Road. 

An  integral  part  of  this  collaborative 
design  is  a  study  of  the  history  of 
worship  and  the  role  of  the  arts  in 
praising  God.  The  study  will  be  led 
by  Professor  Edward  Phillips  of  Duke 
Divinity  School. 

The  public  is  invited  to  participate 
in  the  study  being  held  Sundays  from 
5-6:30pm  on  Nov.  4,  11,  18,  and  25. 
Call  the  RUMC  church  office  at  919- 
286-5722  for  enrollment  information. 

Because  liturgy  and  the  sacraments 
are  fundamental  to  Reconciliation's 
worship  life,  "an  integral  part  of  the 
new  church  building's  sanctuary  design 


Inl^Scribe 

Design 

PRINT  &  WEB 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Collaborating  with  non-profits  on: 

*  Web  site  development 
and  maintenance 

*  Newsletters 

*  Stationery 

*  Logo  design  \ 

*  Church  histories 

*  Writing/Editing 

Julie  Brown 
Julie@InkScribeDesign.com 
919-247-6434 

www,  InkScribeDesign.  com 


is  the  liturgical  furniture  that  will  help 
shape  congregational  sacramental  life," 
noted  Pastor  Kevin  Baker. 

Reconciliation  UMC  seeks  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  Durham  community 
as  a  diverse  bi-lingual  congregation 
with  a  variety  of  outreach  ministries. 

The  congregation  currently  worships 
at  10:15  AM  Sundays  at  Healthy  Start 
Academy,  807  Chapel  Hill  Rd  and 
Hwy  147.  This  is  also  where  the  study 
meetings  will  take  place. 


Change  at  GBGM 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  have 
abruptly  dismissed  the  mission  agency's 
chief  executive.  The  decision  not  to  re- 
nominate the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  came 
Oct.  9  upon  recommendation  from  the 
board's  personnel  committee  during  the 
board's  annual  meeting. 

Directors  then  approved  the 
appointment  of  an  interim  chief 
executive,  and  retired  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  May  immediately  filled 
that  role.  Day,  who  took  office  Jan. 
1,  2003,  had  led  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  nearly  five  years. 


Let's  Journey  To... 
Israel/Palestine 

April  20  -  30,  2008 

//  is  time  to  return  to  the  Land  of  the 
Bible.  Remember  your  baptism  at  the 
Jordan  River,  renew  your  spiritual 
relationship  at  the  Sea  of  Galilee,  recall 
ancient  history  on  the  shore  of  the  Dead 
Sea,  walk  the  Via  Dolorosa  in 
Jerusalem  and  kneel  in  Bethlehem. 
Register  Early  &  Save.  Space  is  limited 
-  Call  today  for  more  information. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

621  Macon  Place 
Raleigh,  NC  27609 
919-783-8714  * 
919-783-8747  fax 
Mphajb@juno.com 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 
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November  2007 

1  Christian  Educators  Day 
Apart;  "The  Methodist 
Way,  Living  in  Covenant 
with  Christ  &  One  Another" 
10am  -  3pm,  Daniels  UMC, 
Goldsboro 

2  Church  Women  United 
World  Community  Day 
(UMW) 

3  Local  church  treasurer/ 
finance  training,  UM 
Building,  Raleigh 

6       Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "Church  Planter 
&  Leader  Team  Tune-Up 
Seminar,  8:30am  -  4:30pm 


/n  conference 

Calendar 


Edenton  St.  UMC,  Raleigh 

Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "How  to 
Identify  and  Assess  New 
Church  Start  Pastors," 
Edenton  St.  UMC,  Raleigh 

Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "Church  Planter 
&  Leader  Team  Tune-Up 
Seminar,"  8:30am  -  12:30pm 
Edenton  St.  UMC,  Raleigh 

Academy  for  Leadership 
Excellence,  "How  to 
Identify  and  Assess  New 
Church  Start  Pastors," 
Edenton  Street  UMC, 
Raleigh 


9-11 


9-11 


10 


Pilgrimage  youth  event- 
Crown  Coliseum;  Fayetteville 

Extended  Cabinet  Summit 
at  Lake  Junaluska  with 
Council  of  Bishops 

Conference  UMW  DO-IT-DAY; 
Westminster  UMC;  Kinston 

15-18  Southeastern  Jurisdiction 
Connectional  Table 

22-23  UM  Building  closed  for 
Thanksgiving  holiday 

Conference  Connectional 
Table,  1 0  am,  UM  Building 

Meeting  of  pastors  serving 
cross-racial  appts.  10am-2pm, 
UM  Building 


26 


28 


December  2007 

1        Local  Church  Treasurer/ 
Finance  Training;  UM 
Building,  Raleigh 

13-15  Transforming  Lives  by 

Embracing  God's  Diversity 
event,  Lake  Junaluska 

24-25  UM  Building  closed  for 
Christmas  Holiday 


For  more  information, 
visit  www.nccumc.org 
and  click  on  "Calendar" 
at  the  top  of  the  page. 


by  K3I-1  Zorowski 


Praise  the  [_orA. 

G've  thanks 

to  tne  Lord) 
for  he  is  good; 
his  love  endures 

forever. 

-  f  salm  \06:l 


WHAT  ARB  foil  THANKFUL  FOR 
THIS  THANKS&IVIHG,  PREACHER? 


PM  THANKFUL  THAT 
I'M  NOT  A  TURKEY! 


THAT5  WHAT 
HE  THINKS! 


Copyright  2007  Karl  A.  Zorowski.  Ail  rights  reserved  Visit  us  online  at  www.zorowski.com. 


Celebrating  the 
life  and  music  of 
Charles  Wesley 

By  Dean  Mclntyre* 

The  300th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  Charles  Wesley  is  Dec.  18,  2007. 
A  resource  has  been  prepared  to  enable 
worship  leaders  to  plan  for  a  full  year  of 
observing  the  occasion  Wesley  hymns 
tied  to  the  lectionary  passages. 

The  table,  containing  suggestions 
for  fifty  different  Wesley  hymns,  begins 
with  Advent  2007  (Dec.  2,  2007),  three 
Sundays  prior  to  the  birthday,  and 
continues  through  Dec.  14,  2008. 

A  complete  list  of  all  of  the  Wesley 
hymns  contained  in  The  UM  Hymnal 
(1989)  with  page  numbers  is  included. 
This  allows  planners  to  select  alternate 
hymns.  (One  Wesley  hymn  from  The 
Faith  We  Sing  has  also  been  included.) 

Access  the  table  online  at  http:// 
www.gbod.org/worship/  and  select 
"A  300th  Anniversary  Year  of  Wesley 
Hymns:  2007-2008"  from  the  "What's 
New"  section. 

*  Dean  Mclntyre  is  Director  of  Music 
Resources,  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Here's  why: 

•  Customer  satisfaction  —  more  than  94%  of  Church  Mutual  policyholders 
renewed  last  year 

•  Outstanding  financial  strength  —  rated  A+  (Superior)  by  A.M.  Best 
every  year  since  1952 

•  Personal  service/prompt  claims  payment  —  with  church  insurance 
specialists  located  across  the  nation 

•  Our  policyholders  own  the  company  —  profits  don't  go  to  stockholders 
or  holding  companies 

Call  800.554.2642  or  go  to  www.ChurchMutual.com/UMC  and  request 
a  free,  on-site  needs  analysis  from  the  leader. 


WHY  NOT  LEARN  MORE 
ABOUT  THE  COMPANY  THAT  INSURES 
MORE  THAN  TWICE  AS  MANY  AMERICAN 
CHURCHES  THAN  ANYONE  ELSE? 


Church 

Mutual] 
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New  series  for  Sunday  School  and  small  groups 
are  popular  additions  to  Conference  Media  Center 


By  Laura  Bailey  * 

Many  Adult  Sunday  School  Classes 
and  small  groups  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  newer  study  materials  that  have 
been  added  to  the  collection  of  resources 
available  from  the  NCC  Media  Center. 

The  services  of  the  Media  Center 
are  available  to  local  churches  in  the 
Conference  with  a  yearly  membership 
fee  used  to  purchase  new  materials. 

Added  this  year  to  the  group  of 
programs  by  Adam  Hamilton,  pastor 
of  The  UMC  of  the  Resurrection  is 
"Christianity's  Family  Tree:  What  Other 
Christians  Believe  and  Why." 

This  eight-part  series  compares 
the  unique  beliefs  of  what  Hamilton 
calls  "our  extended  Christian  family" 
including  Orthodoxy,  Catholicism, 
Lutheranism,  Presbyterianism,  and 
Methodism. 

"Living  the  Good  Life  Together- 
Christian  Character  in  Community"  is 
a  new  group  of  studies  divided  into  two 
parts.  Sessions  at  the  start  of  each  study 
are  called  "Come  and  See."  The  method 
of  study  uses  scripture,  videos  and 
study  materials  to  reflect  on  the  topic. 
The  second  part,  "Go  and  Do"  involves 


the  group  in  an  action  plan  aimed  at 
applying  the  principles  learned. 

The  individual  studies,  with  leaders 
including  Susan  Pendleton  Jones  and 
Dean  Greg  Jones  are:  "Attentiveness- 
Being  Present;"  "Forgiveness- 
Letting  Go"  and  "Hospitality-Risking 
Welcome." 

The  eight  week,  short-term  Bible 
Studies  based  on  the  format  of  the 
Disciple  Bible  Studies  include: 
Invitation  to  The  Old  Testament, 
Invitation  to  The  New  Testament, 
Invitation  to  Genesis,  Invitation  to 
John,  and  Invitation  to  Romans. 

Kits  borrowed  from  the  Media 
Center  include  a  leader's  guide,  a  DVD 
or  VHS  tape,  and  an  example  to  the 
participant's  book. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  created  a  group  of  studies 
based  on  the  most  used  and  loved 
small  group  study  books  that  they  have 
published  in  recent  years. 

The  video-enhanced  studies,  "  Behind 
the  Pages,"  now  include  the  author's 
reflections  on  each  of  the  chapters  of 
the  books. 

Sunday  School  classes  who  have 
enjoyed  reading  and  using  books  by 


Is  Your  Ministry 

on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  ♦  Trade-ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  ♦  Friendly  Service 


America's  #f  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Jerry  Rernus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 


James  Moore,  Nell  Mohney,  Maxie 
Dunnam,  or  Ellsworth  Kalas  have  the 
opportunity  to  invite  the  author  to  class 
via  these  videos.  The  Media  Center  now 
has  five  titles  in  this  format. 

The  most  popular  titles  for  adult 
groups  that  have  been  checked  out  from 
the  Media  Center  this  year  include: 
Adam  Hamilton's  "Confronting  the 
Controversies"  and  "Making  Love  Last 
a  Lifetime,"  and  John  Ortberg's  "The 
Life  You  Always  Wanted." 

Other  favorites  include  "What  Does 
is  it  Mean  to  Be  United  Methodist?" 
by  Abingdon  Press,  "Yes,  Lord  I  have 
Sinned"  by  James  Moore,  and  Dr. 
Mikey  Efird's  Bible  study,  "The  Book 
of  Revelation." 

Many  more  programs  are  available 
for    study    groups.    Materials  and 


resources  for  all  age  levels,  for  study  and 
programming  ideas  are  available  for 
checkout  through  the  Media  Center. 

Memberships  are  in  effect  from 
January  through  December  each  year. 
Renewal  time  will  be  coming  soon. 

More  information  and  Media 
Center  Membership  forms  are  available 
online  at  www.nccumc.org/media- 
center/index.htm.  A  full  list  of  resources 
is  available  in  a  searchable  catalog  on 
the  same  web  page. 

Assistance  is  available  by  contacting 
the  Media  Center  Director,  Laura  Bailey, 
by  email  at  llbailey@nccumc.org  or  by 
calling  800-849-4433  ext.  264  or  locally 
832-9560. 

*  Laura  Bailey  is  NC  Conference  Media 
Center  director. 


Carolina  College  collection  now  online 


By  Arleen  Fields* 

"Those  Carolina  girls"  of  Carolina 
College  live  on,  thanks  to  Methodist 
University  and  a  grant  from  the  state 
library.  The  college  was  a  Methodist 
school  for  young  women  that  flourished 
in  Maxton,  from  1912-26. 

Davis  Memorial  Library  at  Methodist 
received  a  grant  to  digitize  significant 


WHO  MINISTERS  TO 

MINISTERS  AND 
THOSE  THEY  SERVE? 

We  Do! 


(828)963-4866 
www.hishighplaces.org 
Email:  hishighplace@skybest.com 

We  are  a  crisis  and  crossroads  Christ- 
centered  ministry  which  helps  those 
who  are  in  the  ministry  and  others  who 
are  hurting. 

Short-term  one-on-one  intensives  in  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  North 
Carolina  and  Smith  Mountain  Lake,  Virginia.  The 
top  five  needs  addressed  at  His  High  Places 
are:  sexual  immorality,  depression,  inordinate 
anger,  mahtai  strife  and  burnout.  Our  speciality 
is  uncovering  root  causes  and  restoration  The 
founding  director  is  the  Rev.  Sam 
McMillan  who  was  a  United  Methodist  minister 
for  21  years  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 


portions  of  their  Carolina  College 
Collection,  and  the  first  stage  of  the 
project  is  now  publicly  available. 

The  collection  can  be  viewed  at 
http://www.methodist.edu/library/arch 
spec/carolina_college/. 

Materials  currently  available  online 
include  scrapbooks  compiled  by  Rhoda 
Holden  McMillan  and  Tina  "Tiny" 
Fussell;  photograph  albums  compiled 
by  Ester  Evans  and  Thelma  Dixon;  an 
academic  catalog;  a  copy  of  the  student 
literary  magazine;  a  bond  note;  and  a 
complete  transcription  of  all  mentions 
of  Carolina  College  found  in  the 
Raleigh  Christian  Advocate,  the  North 
Carolina  Christian  Advocate,  and 
the  Conference  Journal.  A  complete 
inventory  for  the  collection  is  available. 

Since  the  official  records  of  Carolina 
College  were  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
collection  was  created  through  the 
Carolina  College  alumnae  donations. 
Davis  Memorial  Library  welcomes 
donations  of  any  materials  relating  to 
Carolina  College.  For  more  information 
please  contact  Arleen  Fields,  Archives 
Librarian,  at  910-630-7412  or  afields@ 
methodist.edu. 

*  Arleen  Fields  is  archives  librarian  at 
Methodist  University. 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

December  2, 2007 

Text:  Luke  1:8-23 
"Called  to  Believe!" 

It  has  almost  gotten  to  be  a  contest: 
who  will  be  the  first  to  spot  Christmas 
decorations  in  a  store.  At  one  time, 
we  were  surprised  to  find  Santa  suits 
and  tree  ornaments  on  display  before 
Thanksgiving. 

Then,  we  began  to  expect  Yuletide 
red  and  green  to  mix  with  the  orange 
and  black  of  Halloween.  Now,  we 
would  not  be  terribly  surprised  to  find 
tinsel  and  holly  wreaths  competing  with 
Fourth  of  July  fireworks. 

Those  of  us  in  the  Church  have  not 
done  much  better.  Once  this  Advent 
season  arrives,  we  rush  to  the  manger. 
Once  the  calendar  flips  to  December,  it 
is  time  for  wise  men  and  shepherds. 

But  this  week's  study  text  does  not 
have  any  scenes  likely  to  show  up  on 
our  Christmas  cards. 

The  way  Luke  tells  the  story,  God 
moves  more  slowly  than  we  do  when  it 
comes  to  getting  ready  for  Christmas! 

This  week  we  consider  Zechariah.  He 
is  hardly  considered  one  of  the  central 
figures  of  the  season.  But  here  he  is! 

Zechariah  was  an  ordinary  priest 
doing  ordinary  priestly  things  when 
he  is  moved  to  front  page  of  Luke's 
account  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  (Do  you 
notice  how  often  people  are  just  going 
about  their  routines  when  God  gate- 
crashes their  lives? 

For  example,  the  shepherds  were  just 
keeping  their  sheep  as  they  always  did 
when  the  messengers  of  God  came  to 
them.  Am  I  ready  to  receive  God  in  my 
daily  affairs?) 

One  teaching  in  this  lesson  about 
Zechariah  is  that  we  can  not  always 
know  what  God  has  in  mind  when  God 
moves  us  in  a  new  direction. 

We  might  not  be  able  to  see  the  end 
of  the  road,  but  are  able  only  to  see  the 
next  step. 

— Zechanah's  silence  (Luke  1 :20)  was 
imposed  not  because  he  did  not  accept 
the  coming  Messiah;  it  was  imposed 
because  he  could  not  even  accept  the 
first  step  (the  birth  of  John  the  Baptist, 
Luke  1:57)  offered  by  God. 

If  I  wait  until  God  has  something 
really  big  to  give  me,  I  may  miss  how  a 
small  gift  fits  into  God's  larger  plan. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Walter  Brueggemann  (Hope  Within 


December 


History,  John  Knox  Press)  wrote  this 
about  Advent:  "...Both  Jews  and 
Christians  wait  for  the  Messiah  who  is 
to  come. .  .What  matters  is  that  Jews  and 
Christians  hold  firmly  to  the  conviction 
that  one  will  come  from  God  who  will 
'mend  the  world.'  ...For  the  theme  of 
hope,  it  does  not  matter  greatly  that  Jews 
wait  for  a  first  coming  and  Christians 
wait  for  a  second  coming.  Jews  and 
Christians  stand  waiting  together." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Fill  the  empty  places 
in  our  waiting  hearts,  O  God,  that 
we  might  receive  the  fullness  of  Your 
presence.  Walk  with  us  in  the  now  as 
we  wait  for  the  not  yet. 

December  9,  2007 

Text:  Luke  1:26-38 
"Called  to  Be  a  Vessel!" 

Many  times  in  the  Scripture,  when 
the  writer  wants  to  make  it  clear  to  the 
reader  that  God  is  present  in  what  is 
happening,  the  writer  will  indicate  that 
there  was  a  cloud  present. 

How  about  Exodus  13:21?  The  Lord 
led  the  Israelites  toward  their  escape 
route  as  "a  pillar  of  cloud."  God  was 
present  in  what  was  happening. 

How  about  Matthew  3:17?  "A  voice 
from  the  clouds"  spoke  to  proclaim  the 
baptized  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God.  God 
was  present  in  what  was  happening. 

How  about  Acts  1 :9?  The  ascension 
of  our  Lord  took  place  as  a  "cloud  took 
him  out  of  their  sight."  God  was  present 
in  what  was  happening. 

How  about  1  Thessalonians  4:17? 
The  final  return  of  our  Lord  will 
be  marked  by  being  "caught  up  in 
the  clouds."  God  will  be  present  in 
what  happens. 

When  Mary  asks  Gabriel  how  she  (a 
virgin)  can  give  birth  to  a  child  (Luke 
1:34),  the  angel  does  not  respond  with 
biological  and  anatomical  data. 

Instead,  the  angel  says,  "The  power 
of  the  Most  High  will  overshadow  you." 
That  is,  the  mysterious  cloud  of  God's 
presence  will  be  in  the  midst  of  what 
is  happening. 

Mary  responded,  not  with  complete 
understanding,  but  with  obedience 
(Luke  1:38). 

We  tend  to  soften  the  translation  of 
what  Mary  said.  The  King  James  Version 
says,  "Behold,  the  handmaid  of  the 
Lord."  The  New  International  Version 
and  the  New  Revised  Standard  Version 
both  settle  on  the  word  "servant" — 
"I  am  the  Lord's  servant." 

The  word  Mary  used  literally  means 
"a  female  slave."  Its  root  is  in  a  word 


meaning  "to  bind."  Mary  willingly 
binds  herself  to  God's  will,  God's 
purpose,  God's  presence.  She  chooses 
to  be  subservient  to  God. 

One  thing  strikes  me  in  this  text.  As 
soon  as  Mary  has  submitted  to  God's 
will,  the  angel  leaves  (Luke  1:38). 

How  lonely  for  Mary!  How  difficult 
to  make  the  needed  next  decisions 
without  the  on-hand  advice  of  the  angel 
Gabriel! 

How  empty  the  night  air  must  have 
seemed  as  Mary  pondered,  "Now  what 
do  I  do?" 

And  we  recall  the  spiritual  that  says 
"Jesus  walked  the  lonesome  valley;  he 
had  to  walk  it  by  himself;  nobody  else 
could  walk  it  for  him."  Now  Mary,  his 
mother,  starts  on  such  a  journey,  alone. 
No  one  else  could  walk  it  for  her. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Duke  professor  (and  my  seminary 
classmate)  David  Steinmetz  wrote 
(Memory  and  Mission,  Abingdon  Press): 
"(Mary)  is  a  sign  pointing  to  Jesus 
Christ.  Truly  biblical  Mariology  is  only 


another  term  for  Christology." 
Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God  of  the  cloud,  God 
of  the  mystery,  open  my  heart  to  Your 
presence.  Be  present  in  the  obvious  and 
the  hidden. . ." 

December  16,2007 

Text:  Luke  1:67-80 
"Called  to  Proclaim!" 

Have  you  ever  lost  your  voice? 
Although  we  might  think  of  ourselves 
as  fairly  taciturn  people,  we  feel  shut  off 
from  others  when  we  lose  the  capacity 
to  speak. 

Zechariah  (Luke  1:20)  has  been 
silent,  presumably  for  the  nine  months 
it  took  for  Elizabeth's  pregnancy  to 
come  full  term. 

If  you  had  been  mute  for  three- 
fourths  of  a  year,  what  would  be  the 
first  thing  you  would  want  to  say? 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  14 


Feeling  Left  Behind? 

Let  Mickey  help  you  to 
separate  Revelation  fact 
from  fiction. 


Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird,  everyone's 
favorite  Bible  Study  teacher  heips  explain 
the  most  misunderstood  book  of  the  Bible. 


Now  you  can  have  Mickey  teach  anytime  or  place  you  want... 
whether  for  Sunday  School,  small  groups,  whole  church,  or 
individual  study. 


Each  small  group  kit  includes:  high-quality  DVD  videos,  a  complete  Facilitator's  Guide, 
5  Participant  Workbooks,  publicity  posters  and  other  promotional  materials. 
Other  studies  available:  Genesis,  Psalms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans, 
Birth  Narratives,  Passion  Narratives  and  a  Wisdom  Literature  collection. 


Call  or  e-mail  today  to  receive  special  Advocate  readers  pricing  for  Small  Group  Kits, 


or  Individual  Studies. 


SAVE  UP  TO  25% 


Purchase  1  Study  kit,  save  10% 
Purchase  2  study  kits,  save  15% 
Purchase  5  or  more  study  kits,  save  20% 
Purchase  8  or  more  study  kits,  save  25% 

Offer  good  for  30  days  and  cannot  be  combined  with  any  other  offers. 
You  must  mention  the  Advocate  in  order  to  receive  this  special. 

Join  more  than  1,200  Churches  using  Efird  Bible  Studies 

Satisfaction  Guaranteed .„60  day  full  money-back  refund 

For  more  information  or  to  place  an  order  call  toll  free: 
1 -877-832-1 41 7  or  contactus@EfirdBibieStudies.com 

Carolina  Broadcasting  and  Publishing,  Inc.  851  Washington  Stree!  Raieigh,  NC  27605 
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December  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  13 


Luke  1:67  suggests  that  the  first 
thing  Zechariah  spoke  was  a  litany  of 
praise  of  the  God  who  works  to  save 
God's  people. 

Zechariah  looks  back  and  speaks  in 
the  past  tense  ("has  looked  favorably" 
(v.  68),  "has  raised  up"  (v.  69),  "spoke," 
(v.  70)  "has  shown"  (v.  72),  "has 
remembered"  (v.  72),  "swore"  (v.  73) — 
using  the  Greek  aorist  that  demonstrates 
an  event  that  occurred  in  the  past). 

Zechariah  acknowledges  the  present 
and  proclaims  in  the  present:  "that  we 
might  serve"  (v.  74) — something  we 
do  now. 

Then,  Zechariah  speaks  of  the  future: 
"will  be  called"  (v.  76),  "will  go"  (v.  76), 
"will  break  upon  us"  (78). 

Clearly,  the  old  priest  recognizes  that 
the  God  who  has  moved  among  the 
people  of  Israel  is  the  same  God  who 
is  moving  now  to  save  God's  people 
and  is  indeed  the  same  God  who  will 
bring  salvation  and  light  and  guidance 
and  peace. 


In  this  era  of  presidential 
campaigning,  we  remember  that 
promises  are  one  thing;  realities  are 
another  thing. 

Is  Zechariah  just  making  a  campaign 
speech  for  God?  We  have  the  benefit  of 
reading  his  words  with  the  hindsight  of 
our  own  experience. 

Indeed,  John  did  prepare  the  way  for 
our  Lord.  Indeed,  John  did  invite  us 
into  repentance.  Indeed,  John  pointed 
toward  the  one  who  has  saved  us  and 
given  us  light. 

Maybe  the  question  for  us  becomes: 
What  do  we  say  now  that  we  know  that 
what  Zechariah  said  was  true?  The  title 
of  this  lesson — "Called  to  Proclaim! — 
surely  applies  not  only  to  the  father  of 
John  the  Baptist,  but  also  to  us. 

Zechariah  spoke  clearly  because  the 
Holy  Spirit  filled  him  (1:67).  Maybe 
a  start  would  be  to  pray  the  prayer 
Charles  Wesley  wrote:  "Come,  Holy 
Ghost  (for  moved  by  thee  the  prophets 
wrote  and  spoke),  unlock  the  truth, 
thyself  the  key  unseal  the  sacred  book." 
(Hymn  603,  UM  Hymnal). 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  Systematic  Theology,  Vol.  2 
(Eerdmans),  Wolfhart  Pannenberg 
wrote,  "The  proclamation  is  itself  part 
of  the  making  of  reconciliation. 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "What  shall  I  say, 
OGod..." 

December  23,2007 

Text:  Luke  2:1-14 
"Called  to  Rejoice!" 

The  Christmas  that  I  got  my  "big 
boy"  bicycle,  it  snowed.  And  snowed. 
And  snowed. 

My  excitement  about  those  new,  full- 
sized  wheels  was  dampened  a  bit  by  the 
fact  that  I  was  limited  to  riding  from 
the  living  room  to  the  dining  room. 
And  then  from  the  dining  room  to  the 
living  room.  Having  to  wait  when  you 
are  ready  to  roll  is  hard! 

This  week's  lesson  announces  that 
the  waiting  is  over.  It  is  time  to  roll!  It  is 
time  to  shout!  It  is  time  to  rejoice! 

Here  are  the  familiar  stories  of  Mary 
and  Joseph  trekking  to  Bethlehem,  the 
crowded-to-the-brim  inn,  the  birth  in 
the  barn  (or  cave),  and  the  surprising 

f  \ 

IRTHS 

Congratulations  to  Dennis 
(Raleigh  District:  Acts  UMC) 
and  Cherilyn  Peay  on  the 
birth  of  James  Christopher 
on  Saturday,  October  1 3. 
He  "weighed-in"  at  8  pounds, 
1 1  ounces. 
V  J 


announcement  to  the  shepherds. 

This  is  the  stuff  of  our  Christmas 
memories.  This  is  the  stuff  of  bathrobe 
dramas  and  little  dolls — few  dare  use  a 
live  baby! — tucked  away  tenderly  in  a 
makeshift  manger. 

I  am  intrigued  by  the  words  Luke  uses 
to  describe  what  happened  when  the 
shepherds  showed  up  at  the  scene  (Luke 
2:15-20):  amazed  (v.  18),  treasured  (v. 
19),  pondered  (v.  19),  returned  (v.  20), 
glorifying  (v.  20),  and  praising  (v.  20). 
That  is  a  striking  mix  of  emotions. 

If  we  feel  that  "all  was  calm  and  all 
was  bright,"  we  miss  the  amazement 
(the  shock). 

If  we  feel  that  the  gathered  troupe 
could  make  sense  of  all  these  strange 
events,  we  miss  the  "pondering" 
(doubting?  wondering?). 

If  we  think  that  life  was  suddenly 
redirected  by  the  birth  of  Jesus,  we  miss 
the  fact  that  the  shepherds  returned 
to  their  work,  to  the  risky  business  of 
keeping  flocks  by  night. 

Sometimes  I  wonder  who  stayed 
behind  to  take  care  of  the  sheep 
while  the  other  shepherds  went  into 
Bethlehem  "to  see  this  thing  that  has 
taken  place"  (Luke  1:15). 

(I  also  wonder  who  cared  for  the 
ninety-nine  sheep  when  the  shepherd 
went  looking  for  the  one  lost  sheep — 
Luke  15:3-6.) 

The  shepherd  who  stayed  behind  is 
one  of  the  unnamed  and  unsung  heroes 
of  the  Christmas  story. 

Perhaps  it  is  a  good  Christmas 
reminder:  there  are  those  behind  the 
scenes  who  make  possible  our  freedom 
to  enjoy  the  Christmas  birth:  on-duty 
firefighters,  clerks  in  the  convenience 
store  for  last-minute  battery  purchases, 
military  personnel,  pastors  who  give 
up  family  time  for  special  events,  and, 
maybe,  just  maybe,  a  shepherd  who 
stays  in  the  field  while  others  go  to 
Bethlehem. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

Robert  Tuttle  shares:  {Sanctity 
Without  Starch,  Bristol  Books):  "A 
small  child  (says)  'Let's  see  if  I've  got 
this  straight.  It  is  Jesus'  birthday,  but 
I  get  the  presents,  right?"  The  child 
smiles,  saying,  'Is  this  a  great  religion  or 
what?"  It  is  indeed  a  great  religion, 
but  most  of  us  have  a  way  to  go  before 
living  up  to  it." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Welcome,  Lord  Jesus..." 

December  30, 2007 

Text:  Luke  2:22-35 
"Called  to  Witness! 

It  is  almost  2008.  How  deep  into 
the  new  year  will  we  get  before  we  stop 
writing  "2007"  on  our  checks!  The  shift 
in  the  calendar  marks  a  time  of  "before" 
and  "after."  The  flip  of  the  page  to  2008 


signals  new  beginnings,  fresh  starts,  and 
open  possibilities. 

In  some  way,  that  is  what  is  happening 
in  the  study  text  for  this  week.  Simeon 
announces  that  from  now  on — with 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah — things  are 
going  to  be  different  (Luke  2:29-35). 

With  the  birth  of  Jesus,  the  shift  in 
values  has  occurred,  but  for  many,  they 
will  continue  to  write  "2007"  on  their 
checks;  they  will  continue  to  live  by  the 
old  values. 

The  Messiah  will  be  "a  sign  that  is 
opposed"  (Luke  2:34).  Things  can  be 
different,  but  it  is  not  a  slam  dunk. 

Some  months  back,  I  had  knee 
replacement  surgery.  It  is  one  thing 
to  be  equipped  with  a  new  knee;  it  is 
quite  another  thing  to  learn  to  use  that 
knee — to  get  it  to  bend  appropriately, 
to  get  the  leg  to  straighten,  and  to  walk 
without  an  unbalanced,  broken  gait. 

It  takes  tons  of  difficult  physical 
therapy  to  get  the  full  use  of  the 
new  knee. 

So  it  is  with  the  gift  of  the  presence  of 
Christ  (the  birth  of  Jesus  in  our  hearts). 
It  takes  a  ton  of  disciplined  living  to  get 
the  full  power  of  the  Messiah. 

Simeon  recognized  that  struggle. 
Luke  records  that  this  pious  old  man 
hints  that  not  all  of  Israel  will  accept  the 
new  ways  of  the  Messiah  (Luke  2:34). 

Even  the  blessed  Mary  will  not 
be  free  of  this  suffering  and  division 
(Luke  2:35). 

The  brilliant  joy  of  the  coming  of  our 
Savior  is  tempered  with  the  reminder  of 
the  difficulty  of  moving  into  his  new 
ways  of  peace  and  love  and  forgiveness. 

Simeon  had  been  told  that  he  would 
not  die  until  he  had  met  the  Messiah 
(Luke  2:26).  Now  that  he  has  seen 
Jesus,  he  is  free  to  die. 

What  truth  is  there  in  that  for  us? 
Once  we  have  encountered  the  living 
Lord,  we  are  free  to  die  to  the  old  self, 
the  old  ways,  the  old  sin,  the  old  life. 
The  birth  of  Jesus  in  our  hearts  sets  us 
free  to  new  living.  Happy  New  Year! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said 

In  The  Scripture  Way  of  Salvation 
(Abingdon  Press),  Kenneth  Collins 
quotes  John  Wesley's  treatise  on 
original  sin:  "But  regeneration  is  not 
'gaining  habits  of  holiness;'  it  is  quite 
a  different  thing.  It  is  not  as  natural, 
but  a  supernatural  change;  and  is  just 
as  different  from  the  gradual  'gaining 
habits'  as  a  child's  being  born  into  the 
world  to  his  growing  up  into  (an  adult). 
The  new  birth  is  not,  as  you  suppose,  the 
progress,  or  the  whole,  of  sanctification, 
but  the  beginning  of  it." 

Prayer 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "You  have  met  us  at 
the  close  of  this  year,  O  Lord,  and 
we  pray  that  You  move  with  us  into 
tomorrow..." 


COKESBURY     UMC,  CHARLOTTE, 

NC  is  seeking  a  full-time  DCE  that 
bears  primary  responsibility  for  faith- 
developing  activities  in  areas  of 
Christian  Education  of  children,  youth, 
adults,  and  families.  This  person  would 
assist  lay  volunteers  and  staff  persons 
in  developing  plans  for  maintaining, 
enriching,  and  expanding  Cokesbury's 
ministries.  We  are  a  multiethnic 
congregation  looking  to  broaden 
our  programs  as  we  grow.  Starting 
salary  is  $30,000  plus,  depending 
on  experience  and  education.  Send 
resume  to:  Cokesbury  UMC,  Attn: 
Staff  Parish  Chairperson,  6701  Idlewild 
Rd.,  Charlotte,  NC  28212  or  email  to: 
bobbik@alltel.net 

SURF  CITY  -  New  3  bedroom 
townhouse,  second  row  on  Topsail 
Island.  Special  discounts  for  UMs! 
Contact  us  for  weekly  or  weekend 
rates.  Curtis  &  Lori  Campbell,  curtis. 
wc@charter.net 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20. Tommy  and  JeanTunstall,  5273 
Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919- 
934-4401  orjeantunstall@earthlink.net 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min. 
NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 


TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433 
or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 
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Garner  UMC  -  Tribute  to  pastors 

After  research  and  study,  a  gallery  of  Pastor  Photos  was  mounted  at  Garner 
UMC  along  with  artist  renditions  of  the  three  buildings  that  have  housed  the 
congregation  through  the  years.  A  companion  book  which  includes  deceased 
pastors'  memoirs  from  the  North  Carolina  Conference  Journals  and  the  service 
history  and  photo  of  the  pastors  still  living  was  compiled  by  Kaye  B.  Whaley,  church 
historian  and  the  Rev.  Jack  Benfield,  pastor  emeritus. 

The  photo  wall  and  companion  book  include  information  about  pastors  who  have 
served  Garner  congregations  since  the  church's  beginnings  as  Beulah  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South  in  1862.  Attending  the  dedication  and  luncheon  following 
were  former  pastors  and  families  including  the  Reverend  R.  E.  Moser  who  served  at 
the  church  in  the  1 950s.  A  copy  of  the  book  of  photos  and  memoirs  was  given  to  the 
NC  Conference  Archives.  Pictured  are  Garner  historians  (L-R):  Kay  B.  Whaley,  Lucille 
Stevens,  and  the  Rev.  Jack  Benfield. 


New  Hope  UMC  -  Historic  bell  ringing 

The  township  of  New  Hope  heard  the  bell  ringing  at  the  town's  historic  church, 
New  Hope  UMC  on  Saturday,  September  1.  Perquimans  County  Sheriff,  Eric  V.Tilley 
became  the  first  honorary  bell  ringer  at  New  Hope.  Pastor  Bill  Masciangelo  (left)  and 
New  Hope  Official  Bell  Ringer,  Jim  Darnell  (right)  presented  Sheriff  Tilley  (center)  with 
a  certificate  certifying  him  as  the  first  honorary  Bell  Ringer  at  the  church. 

Eighty-four  people  visited  the  church  to  take  part  in  the  opportunity  to  ring  the  bell 
located  in  the  steeple.  The  historic  steel  alloy  church  bell  weighs  approximately  590 
pounds,  is  32"  in  diameter,  and  the  overall  width  is  39  inches.  The  oldest  bell  ringer, 
Doris  Harding,  was  90  years  old  and  lives  in  Liverpool,  England.  The  youngest  bell 
ringer  was  three  months  old.  Each  bell  ringer  received  an  Honorary  Bell  Ringing 
certificate,  signed  by  Pastor  Bill  Masciangelo  and  Official  Bell  Ringer,  Jim  Darnell. 

Everyone  who  rang  the  bell  had  a  chance  to  visit  the  old  church  of  New  Hope.  The 
church  will  celebrate  200  years  in  2009.  The  bell  at  New  Hope  UMC  is  rung  regularly 
on  Sundays  and  for  special  occasions  throughout  the  year. 

/-  :  x 

Submit  "Around  the  Conference"  items  to  bnorton@nccumc.org. 
The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month.  All  articles  and  photos  subject  to  editing. 
Photographs  or  art  should  be  recorded  in  the  largest  size  and  highest  resolution 
possible  and  sent  in  JPG  or  TIFF  formats. 


Rockingham  District  -  Mission  to  Mississippi 

A  rainbow  team  of  19  members  from  eight  churches  in  the  Rockingham  District 
and  one  church  from  the  Durham  District  went  on  a  cooperative  mission  trip  to 
the  Gulfport,  MS  area  Sept.  8-14.  The  team  stayed  in  the  "upper  rooms"  of  Gateway 
UMC  and  began  the  week  with  worship  at  Gateway  with  Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward 
preaching.  Three  groups  worked  on  four  homes,  meeting  the  goals  set  for  them 
in  three  homes,  and  making  major  progress  in  the  fourth.  On  an  evening  out  in 
New  Orleans  the  team  saw  both  the  ruin  in  the  9th  Ward  and  the  gaiety  of  Bourbon 
Street.  It  was  a  week  of  worshiping  and  working  in  the  light  of  God.  As  one  team 
member  said,  "We  left  as  19  individuals  and  came  back  as  one  family."  The  team 
continues  to  find  work  in  the  district  and  plans  to  return  to  Mississippi  in  2008. 


The  Best  Christmas  Present  Ever 

Time  for  Memories 


For  Grandparents  and  Grandchildren 


programs  planned  for  ages  6-10 

Learn  about  the  journey  of  the  sea 
turtle  and  search  for  their 


nests  during  a  guided  night 
beach  walk. 


Explore  historic  sites 

■  Take  an  island  trolley  tour  ■ 
Go  shelling  on  the  beach  ■  Enjoy  a 
picnic  ■  Visit  the  water  park  ■ 
Numerous  sports  activities  ■  Make  a 
craft  ■  Enjoy  singing  ■  Sit  around  a 
'bonfire  and  make  s'mores  *  Take  a 
.photographic  African  safari  and 
>make  an  ice  cream  sundae  with 
'a  cherry  on  top! 


Look  for 
dolphin 


l\  i  / 


June  27  -  30,  2008 

llphinrfl}  Py  %\\t  Sea 

The  Methodist  Center 
St.  Simons  Island,  Georgia 


To  view  accommodations  and  schedule 
Visit  www.epworthbvthesea.org  or  call  912-638-8688 
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Students  learn  firsthand  the 
power  of  enthusiasm  and  giving 


By  Melissa  Jameson  * 

Three  Methodist  University  students — Sana  Sabri, 
23,  Rahila  Muhibi,  22,  and  Husein  Nasiro-Sigo,  21 — 
excelled  in  the  grace  of  giving  this  summer  as  they 
completed  projects  for  the  Kathryn  Wasserman  Davis 
100  Projects  for  Peace  program. 

The  program  selected  100  projects  from  65  schools 
participating  in  the  Davis  United  World  College 
(UWC)  Scholars  Program.  Each  student  was  given 
a  $10,000  grant  to  implement  a  project  that  would 
encourage  and  support  peace  throughout  the  world  in 
the  21st  century.  Here  are  their  stories: 

Women's  Vocational  Center 

On  May  1 ,  2007,  Sana  Sabri  returned  to  Saharanpur, 
India,  to  begin  preparation  on  the  Women's  Vocational 
Center.  Saharanpur  is  home  to  over  500,000  residents 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  densely  populated 
cities  in  Northern  India.  The  purpose  of  Sabri's 
project  was  to  teach  underprivileged,  under-skilled 
women  trades  such  as  hairdressing,  tailoring,  machine 


Villagers  in  the  Arsi  province  in  the  Oromia  region  of  Ethiopia  helped  send  student 
Husein  Nasiro-Sigo  and  his  brothers  to  school.  Last  summer  he  returned  to  help  them 
build  wells  to  have  clean  drinking  water  and  peace  in  the  region. 


Church  Audio  Visual  Experts  that  care. 

•  Serving  the  NCCUMC  since  1388 

•  Site  Surveys  &  Design  Consultations 

•  System  Integration  &  Upgrades 

•  New  &  Demo  AV  Equipment  Sales 

•  On-Slte  Staff  &  Volunteer  Training 

•  Automated  lighting  &  AV  Controls 


Visit  ear  Vary,  ftC  erftfc* 


next  to  Macedonia  VMd 

...solutions  today  designed  far  tomorrowl 


embroidering,  and  offer  classes  typically  part  of 
elementary  education  in  the  US. 

The  Center  held  two  sessions  serving  144  women. 
"We  capped  the  age  at  18  for  attendees,"  Sabri 
explained,  noting  that  a  strict  attendance  policy  was  in 
place  to  maintain  a  high  level  of  participation. 

"We  had  some  students  commuting  daily  from 
nearby  villages;  some  had  to  travel  more  that  35  miles 
to  attend,"  said  Sabri. 

At  the  end  of  both  sessions,  an  exposition  was  held 
for  students  to  present  their  work.  Products  included 
clothes  for  children,  women's  suits,  napkins,  candles, 
and  embroidery  designs. 

In  order  to  graduate  from  the  Women's  Vocational 
Center,  each  student  had  to  attend  at  least  90  percent 
of  the  training  sessions,  pass  exams,  enter  into  the 
professional  field  they  studied  during  the  program, 
and  find  a  minimum  of  10  customers  to  purchase 
their  products. 

"The  whole  project  was  so  rewarding,"  said  Sabri. 
"I  am  sure  at  least  80  percent  of  these  women  can  now 
support  their  families  financially." 

Graduation  certificates 
were  presented  to  students 
who  fulfilled  all  graduation 
requirements,  and  special 
recognition  was  given 
to  those  who  exhibited 
outstanding  performance. 

"I  really  believe  a 
small  effort  can  make 
big  change...  I  want 
to  see  other  students 
at  Methodist  take  that 
challenge,"  said  Sabri. 


Youth  Leadership 
for  Peace 

Rahila  Muhibi  formed 
Youth  Leadership  for 
Peace — an  organization 
developed  to  make  social 
and  educational  activities 
available  in  developing 
countries. 

Muhibi  implemented 
the  first  summer  youth 
camp  for  40  children  from 
Kabul  and  Dar-Eskar, 
Baghla,  in  Afghanistan. 
The  camp  took  place  in 
the  small  village  of  Dan- 
e-Lali. 

"At  home,  villagers 
are  not  respected.  They 
tend  to  be  viewed  as  old- 
fashioned,"  said  Muhibi. 
The  villagers  of  Dan-e- 
Lali  lead  an  agricultural 
life  in  which  they  rely  on 
animals  not  only  for  food, 
but  for  transport,  plowing, 
and  home  furnishing. 

Growing  up  in  Kabul, 
but  still  having  much  of 
her  extended  family  living 
in  Dan-e-Lali,  Muhibi 
wanted  others  to  learn 
how  to  respect  cultural 
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Technologies 
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Rahila  Muhibi  formed  an  organization  to  make 
social  and  educational  activities  for  youth  available 
in  developing  countries.  The  first  camp  was  held 
in  Afghanistan  to  help  youth  learn  how  to  respect 
cultural  and  ethnic  differences  among  people  in 
the  country. 

and  ethnic  differences  among  people  in  Afghanistan. 

She  felt  this  could  be  achieved  through  community 
service,  village  tours,  career  planning,  storytelling,  and 
socializing  activities. 

The  project  was  made  possible  through  collaboration 
with  His  Highness  Prince  Aga  Khan,  who  sent 
members  from  the  National  Council  of  Afghanistan 
to  evaluate  the  camp. 

"It  was  their  first  time  to  visit,"  said  Muhibi.  "After 
the  project,  they  sent  books  and  other  learning  materials 
to  the  village  kids,  and  they  are  now  considering  the 
kids  in  their  upcoming  projects." 

Muhibi  is  hopeful  that  the  project  will  continue. 
If  the  opportunity  presents  itself,  she  would  like  her 
next  project  to  be  a  permanent  school  for  the  village 
of  Dan-e-Lali. 

Water  to  Bring  Peace 

Husein  Nasiro-Sigo  hoped  to  build  a  deep  bore  well 
in  his  hometown  in  the  Arsi  province  in  the  Oromia 
region  of  Ethiopia. 

However,  the  cost  to  construct  the  well  exceeded 
the  allotted  grant  money.  Save  the  Children  USA 
offered  to  help  cover  the  additional  expenses,  but  the 
well  would  have  been  moved  to  another  location,  in 
another  village. 

Orphaned  by  the  age  of  15,  he  explained  that  his 
village  had  helped  raise  him.  For  that  reason,  Nasiro- 
Sigo  could  not  bring  himself  to  move  the  project. 

"They  collected  money  to  help  send  me  and  my 
brothers  to  school  and  now  I  had  the  opportunity  to 
repay  them,"  said  Nasiro-Sigo. 

"People  in  my  village  spend  most  of  their  summer 
searching  for  water.  Some  of  them  have  to  travel  more 
than  30  miles  by  foot.  Some  move  to  different  villages 
in  hopes  of  finding  enough  water  during  the  summer, 
which  causes  tension  between  newcomers  and  locals," 
noted  Nasiro-Sigo. 

Not  to  be  deterred,  he  spent  several  weeks 
investigating  alternatives  and  settled  on  constructing 
two  surface  water  wells  that  were  each  1 20  feet  deep. 

The  project  began  June  10,  and  after  two  months 
of  grueling  physical  labor,  1,000  villagers  had  access  to 
clean  drinking  water. 

In  a  village  where  fighting  for  scarce  resources  is 
commonplace,  Nasiro-Sigo  hopes  that  the  wells  will 
bring  peace  to  his  hometown. 

When  asked  about  the  most  valuable  lesson 
Nasiro-Sigo  learned  from  his  experience,  he  replied: 
"Enthusiasm.  Have  the  enthusiasm.  I  knew  nothing 
about  water.  I  am  not  a  geologist,  but  if  you  have  the 
enthusiasm  to  make  a  difference,  you  will  be  surprised 
how  many  people  you  can  benefit." 

*  Melissa  Jameson  is  director  of  University  Relations  at 
Methodist  University. 
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2-point  charge  has  reasons  to  rejoice 


Sandy  Grove  UMC  burns  mortgage  within  two  years 
Parker  UMC  attendance  on  the  rise,  expands  parking  lot 


ABOVE:  Participating  in  the  mortgage  burning  at  Sandy  Grove  UMC  were  (L-R) 
the  Rev.  Richard  Jackson;  Shelia  Black,  finance  chair;  George  Balch,  administrative 
council  chair;  Nan  Eubanks,  building  committee  chair;  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Johnson. 


RIGHT:  With  almost 
double  the  average 
worship  attendance, 
Parker  UMC  recently 
celebrated  Homecoming 
and  their  newly  paved 
and  expanded  parking 
lot.  At  the  celebration, 
the  Rev.  Carol  Goehring, 
Fayettville  D.S.  presented 
church  member  Hally 
Orians  a  certificate  for 
outstanding  service  over 
17  years  in  a  variety  of 
positions. 


For  the  two  churches  of  the 
Hoke  Charge  (Fayetteville  District), 
homecoming  festivities  had  an 
additional  element  of  celebration. 

Members  of  Sandy  Grove  UMC 
celebrated  a  mortgage  burning  at  their 
Oct.  21  homecoming,  and  Parker  UMC 
celebrated  expanding  and  paving  their 
parking  lot  to  support  rising  attendance 
during  their  Sept.  23  homecoming. 

The  Rev.  Richard  C.  Jackson  has 
been  the  charge's  pastor  for  two  years. 

Sandy  Grove,  with  average  worship 
attendance  of  55,  used  teamwork 
and  trust  in  God  to  pay  off  the 
church's  mortgage  of  $125,000  within 
two  years. 

"Most  of  the  funds  came  from  pledges, 
offerings,  and  some  from  memorial 
gifts,  fall  festivals  and  fundraisers,"  said 
Rev.  Jackson. 

Worship  attendance  at  Parker  UMC 
when  Rev.  Jackson  arrived  two  years  ago 
was  an  average  of  35,  and  attendance 
now  averages  65. 

The  increase  in  attendance  motivated 
the  congregation  to  repave  the  church's 
parking  lot  and  to  add  1 5  new  spaces, 
Rev.  Jackson  said. 

The  Rev.  Carol  Goehring,  Fayetteville 
District  superintendent,  was  the 
homecoming  speaker  at  Parker. 

Dr.  Lawrence  E.  Johnson,  conference 
director  of  multi-cultural  and  social 
ministries,  was  the  guest  preacher  at 
Sandy  Grove. 
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Merry  Christmas 

*   from  Pastor  Cheese, 
(Deacon  Coffey,  and  the 
NCC  Christian  Advocate  Staff 


Men  celebrate 
their  faith  at 
UMM  Fall  Rally 

By  Reggie  Ponder,  Jr.  * 

More  than  65  men  from  across  the 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
celebrated  their  faith  in  Jesus  Christ 
and  learned  tactics  for  leading  men 
to  faith  and  discipleship  at  the 
United  Methodist  Men  Fall  Rally  in 
Goldsboro  on  Oct.  27. 

The  rally,  held  at  St.  Paul  UMC, 
featured  presentations  by  the  Rev. 
Dave  Adams,  general  secretary  of 
UMM,  and  Bob  Keiderling  of  the 
Florida-based  men's  ministry  Man 
in  the  Mirror. 

Adams  reminded  those  at  the 
gathering  that  the  purpose  of  the 
commission  and  the  local  UMM 
units  is  to  "help  men  grow  in  Christ 
so  others  can  know  Christ." 

He  challenged  men  to  use  their 
spiritual  gifts  to  make  a  difference 
for  Christ  wherever  they  go  — 
family,  workplace  and  world. 

"God  is  calling  us  not  to  sit  still," 
Adams  said.  "He's  calling  us  to  go 
into  the  world." 

Both  Keiderling  and  Adams 
stressed  the  importance  of 
discipleship  as  the  focus  of  men's 
ministry.  "Men  aren't  involved 
because  we  don't  ask,"  Adams  said, 
and  he  went  on  to  explain  the 
acronym,  ASK: 

•  A  —  Be  Aware  of  men  and 
Available  to  men  in  the  church; 

•  S  —  Spend  time  with  them; 

•  K  —  impart  to  them  Knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

Men's  ministry  is  not  a  clique 
but  a  disciple-making  process, 
he  said.  "Create  the  atmosphere 
where  men  are  invited  and  give 
them  a  ministry," 

Adams  said.  "Give  them 
something  that  is  vital  to  them." 

Keiderling  spoke  about  "roller 
coaster  men's  ministry"  that  is  event- 
driven  or  personality-centered. 
Pointing  out  that  a  spacecraft 
requires  500,000  gallons  of  fuel  to 

See  "UMM  Rally,  "page  5 
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A  delegation  from  North  Carolina  Wesleyan  College,  Edgecombe  Community  College,  and  Nash  Community  College  met  with 
educators  in  Finland  in  September  to  finalize  an  agreement  that  established  a  student  and  faculty  exchange  program. 

NC  Wesleyan  and  educators  from  Finland 
adopt  student,  faculty  exchange  program 


By  Susan  Best  * 

Students  from  Finland  will  be 
attending  North  Carolina  Wesleyan 
College  in  Rocky  Mount  as  early  as 
spring  2008,  and  Wesleyan  students 
likewise  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
study  in  Finland  as  the  result  of  an 
exchange  agreement  recently  completed 
between  Wesleyan  and  educators  in 
the  Hyvinkaa-Riihimaki  Educational 
Region  of  Finland. 

Wesleyan  faculty,  too,  may  choose  to 
take  part  in  the  new  exchange  program, 
which  is  the  first  for  Wesleyan  and  also 


the  first  between  a  U.S.  college  and  this 
region  of  Finland. 

In  addition,  because  of  the  diversity 
of  Finnish  programs,  Edgecombe 
Community  College  and  Nash 
Community  College  also  have  been 
included  in  the  exchange  plans. 

The  community  colleges  have  agreed 
to  arrange  short-term  visit  opportunities 
for  Finnish  students  who  could  benefit 
from  courses  in  specialized  training  for 
business  and  industry. 

"This  exchange  program  will  provide 
another  way  for  Wesleyan  and  the 
community  colleges  in  our  area  to 
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enrich  our  region  by  giving  students 
the  opportunity  to  experience  other 
cultures,"  said  Wesleyan  President  Ian 
Newbould. 

Plans  for  the  exchange  began  last 
March  when  four  Finnish  educators 
visited  Wesleyan.  The  delegation  was 
led  by  Ari  Orelma,  education  CEO 
for  the  Hyvinkaa-Riihimaki  Education 
Region  in  southern  Finland.  The  area 
has  a  population  of  some  90,000  and 
is  about  a  40-minute  train  ride  from 
Finland's  capital  city  of  Helsinki. 

"Our  first  meeting  laid  the 
foundation  for  Wesleyan  and  the 
community  colleges  to  accept  students 
graduating  from  some  of  Finland's 
two-year  college-level  programs  and 
several  high  schools,"  Newbould  said. 
"Then,  in  September,  a  local  delegation 
to  Finland  completed  administrative 
details  of  the  exchange." 

"The  Hyvinkaa-Riihimaki  Education 
Region  places  tremendous  emphasis  on 
education,  and  a  high  percentage  of  the 
population  holds  a  college  degree,  yet 

See  "NC  Wesleyan,  "page  9 


MERCI 
Mission 
Center  in 
great  need 

The  MERCI  Mission  Center, 
the  hub  of  mission  support  located 
in  Goldsboro,  has  a  great  need  for 
operational  funding. 

"We  are  in  financial  straits  because 
we  are  not  getting  the  donations  that 
we  used  to  get,"  MERCI  Program 
Director  Jim  Huskins  said,  adding  that 
the  situation  will  improve  as  people 
learn  about  the  Center.  Founded  in 
1999,  the  ministry  is  solely  supported 
by  donations  and  grants. 

Churches 
in  the  NC 
Conference 
have  been 
challenged  by  Edenton  Street  UMC 
in  Raleigh  to  give  a  gift  of  $2.50 
per  member  toward  the  ministry  at 
MERCI.  Edenton  Street  UMC  has 
given  a  gift  of  $10,000. 

Noting  that  "Wrigley  Field  was  built 
a  nickel  at  a  time"  through  the  sale  of 
chewing  gum,  Huskins  challenged 
every  UMM  group  to  hold  a  fund- 
raising  dinner  for  MERCI  every  year. 

The  ministry's  endowment  —  now 
just  $12,000  —  needs  to  be  $5  million 
in  order  to  sustain  the  MERCI  ministry 
in  the  future,  he  said. 

Donations  can  be  made  on-line 
at:  www.merciumc.org  or  by  placing 
a  check  in  the  Sunday  offering, 
designating  the  gift:  Advance  #S-00 136 
-  MERCI  Mission  Center. 

The  life  of  the  MERCI  Mission 
Center  depends  on  the  response  across 
the  conference. 
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Visiting  pastors  and  Centennial  Committee  chairs  shown  during  the  celebration  are 
(L-R)  Dean  Blackburn,  Karen  Howell,  Jim  Bell,  Francis  Daniel,  Jan  Makaryk  (committee 
chair),  Sally  Bates,  Walt  Makaryk  (committee  chair),  Henry  Oakes,  Bruce  Stanley,  Jeff 
Nash,  and  Dede  Britt.  Not  pictured:  Joe  Casteel,  senior  pastor. 

Hampstead  UMC  celebrates 
1 00  years  of  ministry 


Hampstead  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrated  its  Centennial  on 
Sept.  15. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Sept.  15, 
three  hospitality  homes  welcomed 
former  pastors,  members  and  friends 
who  stopped  by  to  visit  and  renew 
acquaintances. 

A  record  455  were  in  attendance  at 
the  celebration,  including  eight  former 
pastors,  associates,  and  student  pastors 
(Francis  Daniel,  Bruce  Stanley,  Jim  Bell, 
Dean  Blackburn,  Sally  Bates,  Karen 
Howell,  Jeff  Nash,  and  Henry  Oakes) 
joined  current  pastors,  Joe  Casteel  and 
Dede  Britt,  to  lead  the  service. 

A  certificate  from  the  North  Carolina 
Conference    was    presented    to  the 


congregation  for  1 00  years  of  ministry. 

A  covered  dish  lunch  on  the  church's 
front  lawn  followed  worship.  WGNI 
Radio  broadcast  live  during  the 
afternoon  while  tug-of-war  games,  sack 
races,  softball,  and  a  dunk  tank  were 
being  conducted. 

An  open  house  inside  the  church 
displayed  memorabilia,  videos  and 
information  about  several  church 
ministries.  The  sixth  annual  Back-to- 
School  picnic  concluded  the  day. 

As  part  of  a  community 
outreach  project,  HUMC  provided 
complimentary  school  supplies, 
underwear,  and  socks  to  children 
in  need.  Extras  were  given  to  local 
elementary  schools. 


Online  discussion  offered 
for  the  development  of  the 
2009-2012  Church  budget 


First  time  use 
of  online  format 
allows  inclusion 
of  broader  church 

in  discussions 

The  Connectional  Table  (CT)  and 
General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  (GCFA)  will  continue 
the  program  and  resource  dialogue 
around  the  development  of  the  2009 
2012  General  Church  budget  through 
an  online  discussion  forum.  - 

This  is  the  first  time  such  a  format 
has  been  used  to  engage  the  broader 
Church  in  discussion.  The  forum  is 
designed  for  use  by  Church  leadership 
in  discussion  and  discernment  regarding 
how  the  general  Church  will  bring 
together  the  resources  and  ministries  of 
the  denomination. 

Participants  in  the  online  dialogue 


will  have  the  opportunity  to  log  onto 
a  site  developed  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  collaboration  with 
the  CT  and  the  GCFA. 

This  online  forum  extends  the 
dialogue  that  was  begun  last  year 
during  face  to  face  discussions  with 
the  Council  of  Bishops  and  annual 
conference  leaders — presidents  of 
councils  on  finance  and  administration, 
treasurers,  and  directors  of  connectional 
ministries. 

Through  reports  summarizing  survey 
findings,  the  face  to  face  dialogues,  and 
the  budget  proposal,  participants  will 
be  resourced  to  engage  in  meaningful 
dialogue. 

Details  about  the  process  can  be 
found  at  www.gcfa.org.  Click  on 
"Responding  to  the  Needs  of  the 
Church  "  From  there,  log  on  to  "CT/ 
GCFA  budget  dialogue  Forum".  Staff 
and  members  of  the  CT  and  the  GCFA 

will  serve  as  facilitators. 
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Comprehensive  Plan  of 
Inclusiveness  grants 
awarded  to  14  programs 


The  Multicultural  Ministry  Team 
of  the  NC  Conference  recently  made 
Comprehensive  Plan  of  Inclusiveness 
(CPI)  grants  to  14  ministry  programs 
for  the  fall  granting  period.  The  $33,000 
was  awarded  with  the  goals  of: 

1 .  Strengthening  programs  and  projects 
developed  by  one  or  more  local 
church(es)  with  priority  given  to 
ethnic  churches; 

2.  Providing  seed  money  to  support 
mission  projects  that  address  social 
problems  or  concerns  as  they  impact 
racial/ethnic  persons  and  empower 
racial/ethnic  persons; 

3.  Providing  programs  or  projects 
for  people  to  work  together 
toward  a  better  understanding  of 
inclusiveness. 

Grants  were  made  to  the  following: 

•  Raleigh  District:  AventWest 
Community  Development  Corp. 
(Avent  Ferry  UMC)  for  a  multi-ethnic 
children's  mentoring  program; 

•  Rockingham  District:  St.  Peter's 
UMC  for  offering  creative  arts  and 
workforce  development  training  to 
its  surrounding  community; 


•  Fayetteville  District  COM  for  a 
community  farming  project; 

•  Rockingham  District:  Mt.  Olive 
UMC  for  a  children's  mentoring 
program; 

•  Wesley  Heritage  Foundation  for 
production  of  a  DVD  telling  the 
story  of  the  birth  of  Methodism  in 
the  Spanish  language; 

•  Rockingham  District  Native 
American  Cooperative  Ministry  to 
develop  an  educational  program  for 
youth  which  discourage  smoking; 

•  Rocky  Mount:  La  Estrella 
Respandecient  Hispanic  Ministry  for 
programs  directed  to  the  Hispanic 
population  in  Nash  county; 

•  Rockingham  District:  Jerusalem 
UMC  for  leadership  development 
training; 

•  Raleigh  District:  Ebenezer  UMC  for 
the  Upward  Sports  program; 

•  Rockingham  District:  New  Hope 
UMC  for  a  food  pantry; 

•  Rockingham  District:  Miller's  Chapel 
UMC  for  an  Older  Adult  ministry. 

See  "Grants  awarded,  "page  10 


Abigai 

Hometown:  Oriental,  N.C. 

Abigail  Brown  knew  she  wanted  to  attend 
a  college  that  embraced  the  United 
Methodist  foundations  she  learned 
from  her  youth  activities.  And, 
she  found  just  the  right  place  at 
Greensboro  College. 

Weekly  Chapel  at  Greensboro 
College  is  a  meaningful  part  of 
each  week  for  Abigail  Brown. 
It  is  here  that  she  nurtures  her 
faith  while  sharing  her  special 
gifts  as  a  talented  voice  major 
at  Sreensboro  College.  Her 
love  of  music  may  have  been 
inspired  by  her  mother  who 
directed  choir  in  Oriental,  N.C. 

Embracing  the  Methodist 
theme,  Open  Hearts.  Open 
Minds.  Open  Doors.  Abigai 
combines  her  passion 
music,  the  inspiration 
of  church  and 
fellowship,  along 
with  a  liberal  arts 
education. 


You  Belong  Here1. 

GREENSBORO  COLLEGE 

815  West  Market  Street,  Greensboro,  NC  27401  •  www.gborocollege.edu  •  800.346.8226 
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Louisburg  College's  220th 
birthday  honored  in 
Congressional  Record 


Louisburg  Colleges  220th 
birthday  was  recently  celebrated  with 
two  readings  into  the  Congressional 
Record. 

U.S.  Senator  Elizabeth  Dole  and 
U.S.  Representative  Bob  Etheridge 
both  honored  the  institution  with 
readings  that  highlighted  the  history 
of  Louisburg  College  and  its  impact 
on  the  state  of  North  Carolina. 

Dole's  statements  were  entered  into 
the  Congressional  Record  on  Oct. 
16.  Etheridge's  article,  "Louisburg 
College:  A  Legacy  of  220  Years,"  was 
entered  in  on  Sept.  17. 

In  his  remarks,  Etheridge  said, 
"Louisburg  College  has  contributed 
significandy  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  NC  and  the 
enrichment  of  coundess  of  its 
citizens.  I  urge  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  to  join  me  in 
commending  this  outstanding 
institution." 

Dole  referenced  the  college's  high 
percentage  of  students  who  go  on 
to  4-year  degrees:  "This  impressive 
accomplishment  is  achieved  through 
a  dedicated  faculty  who  devote 
themselves  to  teaching,  advising,  and 
individual  assistance  to  ensure  that 
each  student  is  academically  prepared 


to  meet  the  requirements  of  major 
4-year  colleges  and  universities." 

Louisburg  College  President  Dr.  J. 
Michael  Clyburn  said  the  college  is 
honored  by  the  actions  of  Dole  and 
Etheridge. 

"With  this  public  pronouncement, 
special  commendation  has  been 
rendered  for  Louisburg  College's 
significant  influence  on  the 
development  and  intellectual  life 
of  thousands  of  North  Carolinians. 
What  a  privilege  to  be  a  member  of 
the  Louisburg  College  family  and 
share  in  the  brilliant  gleam  of  our 
school's  heritage,  reputation  and 
service."  Clyburn  said. 

"Louisburg  College  also  thanks 
alumnus  Ed  Woodhouse  whose 
love  for  the  college  prompted  the 
dissemination  of  the  school's  amazing 
story  across  the  United  States," 
added  Clyburn. 

The  college  is  the  oldest  two-year, 
church-related  college  in  the  nation. 

The  articles  celebrating  the 
college's  220th  birthday  can  be  read 
online  by  visiting  the  Library  of 
Congress  website  at  http://thomas. 
loc.gov.  Click  on  "Congressional 
Record"  and  search  for  "Louisburg 
College." 


Spreading  the  Word 
through  scripture  quilts 


The  United  Methodist 
Women  of  Mt.  Zion 
UMC  in  Grandy  are  busy 
spreading  blessings. 

In  addition  to  knitting 
and  crocheting  for  a 
powerful  Prayer  Shawl/ 
Mantle  ministry  full 
of  testimonies,  they 
are  creating  Scripture 
Mission  Quilts. 

One  night  while 
discussing  quilting  ideas, 
someone  shared  that  she 
would  love  a  quilt  with 
favorite  scriptures  and 
the  project  was  born. 

The  ladies  searched  through  their 
Bibles  for  their  favorite  verses  and  had 
soon  compiled  an  inspiring  list. 

The  actual  scripture  references, 
John  3:16  for  instance,  were  done  by 
quilter  Cindy  Holland,  skilled  with  an 
embroidery  machine. 

Cindy  was  able  to  provide  a  font  for 
the  scripture  references  plus  a  UMC 
Cross  and  Flame  logo  to  the  back  of 
each  quilt.  The  "blocks"  were  hand 
sewn  and  the  sections  later  joined  for 
the  completed  quilt. 

The  first  Scripture  Quilt  squares 
were  complemented  with  angel  material 
squares  and  a  deep  purple  backing. 

The  quilt  was  blessed  and  now  hangs 
in   the  church  sanctuary  providing 


Mt.  Zion  UMW's  Scripture  Mission  Quilt  gracing  the 
church  sanctuary. 

beauty  while  prompting  viewers  to 
open  their  Bibles  to  read  the  scriptures! 

The  second  Scripture  Quilt  will  be 
used  to  raise  funds  for  UMW  mission 
projects  for  women  and  children. 

The  quilters  at  Mt.  Zion  believe  the 
Scripture  Quilt  idea  is  unique  to  their 
group  and  welcome  everyone  to  (quite 
literally)  spread  the  joy  and  the  Word 
through  Scripture  Quilts. 

For  questions,  contact  Sheila  Grandy 
care  of  the  church  at  252-453-3559. 
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10,000  United  Methodist 

churches  looked  to  us  for  insurance  protection 


Here's  why: 

•  Customer  satisfaction  —  more  than  94%  of  Church  Mutual  policyholders 
renewed  last 

•  Outstanding  financial  strength  —  rated  A+  (Superior)  by  A.M.  Best 
every  year  since  1952 

•  Personal  service/prompt  claims  payment  —  with  church  insurance 
specialists  located  across  the  nation 

•  Our  policyholders  own  the  company  —  profits  don't  go  to  stockholders 
or  holding  companies 

Call  8CXX554.2642  or  go  to  www.ChurchMutual.com/UMC  and  request 
a  free,  on-site  needs  analysis  from  the  leader. 
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UMM  Rally  inspires  participants  from  page  I 


enter  orbit  but  only  five  gallons  for  the 
remainder  of  the  journey,  he  said  men's 
ministry  was  the  same  way  —  churches 
need  to  help  men  find  that  five-gallons 
bucket  of  fuel  that  will  get  them  through 
the  journey  of  discipleship. 

Churches  should  remember  that 
discipleship  is  exciting  and  challenging, 
he  said.  "We  have  the  greatest  message  we 
could  bring  a  man,  and  we  hide  it  behind 
boring  bulletin  announcements." 

Powerful  presentations 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Franklin,  a  student 
pastor  serving  in  Johnston  County, 
led  music  for  the  event,  playing 
guitar  and  leading  the  men  in  singing 
contemporary  choruses  and  also  a  new 
twist  on  the  familiar  hymn,  "O,  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues." 

Chris  Coby  of  Wake  Forest  UMC 
shared  a  testimony  that  painted 
a  dramatic  picture  of  Christian 
brotherhood.  Coby,  an  assistant 
principal,  seven-year  cancer  survivor 
and  iron  distance  triathlete,  poignantly 
portrayed  how  his  close  relationship 
with  his  brother  and  the  support  of 
Christian  men  around  him  helped  him 
navigate  a  traumatic  childhood  with  an 
alcoholic  father. 

He  also  described  his  brother's  tragic 
death  in  a  helicopter  crash  and  the  way 
Christian  men  provided  a  brotherhood 
that  helped  him  bear  the  loss  of  his 
biological  brother. 

"It's  all  men  who  stepped  up  because 
they  had  to  do  something,"  Coby  said. 
His  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ  gives 
meaning  to  his  life,  he  said.  "The  great 
joy  is  that  you  have  the  right  relationship 
with  him." 

Barry  Merrill,  conference  UMM 
president,  gave  thanks  for  Coby's 
testimony.  "Wow  —  what  an  awesome 
God  we  serve,"  Merrill  said. 

Sharing  Christ  in  the  world 

Merrill  said  he  wanted  men  to  spend 
time  talking  about  what  God  is  doing  in 
their  lives  and  to  trust  God  to  empower 
them  to  share  Christ  with  other  men. 
"I  pray  that  we  will  be  more  faithful  in 
that,"  Merrill  said. 

The  Rev.  Chuck  Cook,  the 
Goldsboro  District  superintendent,  led 
the  gathered  men  in  Communion. 

News  of  MERCI, 
Camping  ministries,  SOSA 

The  rally  also  featured  information 
about  ministries  supported  by  UMM, 
including  MERCI  (Marion  Edwards 
Recovery  Center  Initiatives),  camping 
ministries,  Upper  Room  prayer  line  and 
Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Huskins,  who  now 
directs  MERCI,  said  he  was  grateful  to 
UMM  for  its  support.  He  encouraged 
Christian  men  to  move  beyond  the 
walls  of  the  church  in  mission,  through 


MERCI     and  other 
opportunities. 

"We're  to  be  the 
church  for  the  world 
outside,  and  to  show 
Jesus  Christ  in  what  we 
do,  and  to  win  people 
for  Jesus  Christ," 
Huskins  said. 

Though  founded  in 
immediate  response 
to  Hurricane  Floyd's 
flooding  of  eastern 
North  Carolina  in  1999, 
MERCI's  worldwide 
ministry  now  includes 
sewing  kits,  school  kits 
and  flood  buckets,  as 
well  as  the  "Neighbor 
to  Neighbor"  affordable 
rural  housing  ministry  in  the  conference 
and  a  summer  youth  mission  program. 

The  ministry  is  working  to 
significantly  grow  its  endowment  so 
that  MERCI  will  have  the  needed 
operational  support  into  the  future.  (See 
article  on  Page  2  for  more  information.) 

Wray  Stephens,  conference  director  of 
camping  ministries,  said  the  conference 
UMM  had  raised  $10,000  to  match  a 
couple's  gift  for  scholarship  funds  to 
send  kids  to  the  conference  camps. 

He  also  spoke  about  a  program  at 
Camp  Rockfish  for  the  children  of 
deployed  military  service  personnel. 
The  Raleigh  District  UMM  is  building 
four  additional  cabins  at  the  camp  to 
accommodate  the  program's  growth. 

Tom  Starnes,  conference  UMM 
hunger  relief  advocate,  spoke  about  the 
ministry  of  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 
The  organization  feeds  hungry  people 
for  only  two  cents  per  serving,  he  said. 

NC  Conference  men  raised  $13,775 
last  year  for  SOSA  and  should  at  least 
double  that  this  year,  he  said. 

Answering  the  prayer  line 

Phil  Platter,  the  conference  prayer 
advocate,  shared  information  about  the 
Upper  Room  prayer  line,  explaining 
that  it  was  being  manned  live  at  St.  Paul 
during  the  rally.  The  conference  sends 
$1,000  a  year  to  support  the  ministry, 
each  district  is  asked  to  send  $100  and 
each  local  unit  is  asked  to  send  $25. 

Merrill  said  when  he  first  participated 
in  answering  the  Upper  Room  prayer 
line  several  years  ago  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
he  discovered  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
calmed  his  fear  and  gave  him  the  words 
to  say.  He  urged  men  attending  the  rally 
to  answer  the  prayer  line. 

Fellowship  with  men 

Bishop  Alfred  Wesley  Gwinn  Jr.  told 
the  gathering  he  was  glad  to  be  among 
Christian  men.  "I  have  found  in  my 
life  that  there  are  particular  times  in 
my  faith  journey  when  I  need  to  be  in 
fellowship  with  men,"  Gwinn  said. 


Bishop  Al  Gwinn  (right)  told  the  gathering  he  was  glad  to  be  among  Christian  men.  Behind  Gwinn  is 
Barry  Merrill,  conference  UMM  President. 


Gwinn  expressed  gratitude  for 
Merrill's  leadership  of  UMM  in  the 
conference. 

"I'm  grateful  for  Barry,"  Gwinn  said. 
"Barry  is  a  visionary  who  truly  dreams 
wonderful  dreams  for  our  United 
Methodist  Men  here  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference." 

Adams  said  the  General  Commission 
of  United  Methodist  Men  was  focused 
on  the  local  church  and  the  local  men 
in  the  local  church. 

Becoming  a  chartered  unit  helps 


support  "this  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ 
through  men,"  he  said. 

*  Reggi?  Ponder,  Jr.,  an  elder  in  the  North 
Carolina  Conference,  is  a  staff  writer  with 
the  Henderson  Daily  Dispatch. 
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Let  Mickey  help  you  to  g/^ 
separate  Revelation  fact 
from  fiction. 


Dr.  James  "Mickey"  Efird,  everyone's 
favorite  Bible  Study  teacher  helps  explain 
the  most  misunderstood  book  of  the  Bible 
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Other  studies  available:  Genesis,  Psalms,  Mark,  Luke,  John,  Acts,  Romans, 
Birth  Narratives,  Passion  Narratives  and  a  Wisdom  Literature  collection. 
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5,90u  ya 

and  adult  leaders 
sang,  prayed  and 
worshiped  together 

in  Fayetteville's  Crown  Coliseum  for 
Pilgrimage,  the  Nov,  9-11  weekend 
event  for  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  local  church  youth 
groups  to  be  challenged  to  a  new  or 
deeper  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, 

The  focus  of  the  weekend  was 
on  evangelism,  faith  sharing  and 
discipleship  for  youth  and  adult 
advisors.  Youth  groups  from  almost  300 
churches  in  the  12  conference  districts 
were  represented  at  the  gathering. 

Each  youth  group  had  time  for  team 
building  and  faith  sharing, 

Chris  Hughes,  minister  to  the 
University  at  Pfeiffer  University  in 
Misenhei  mer  was  music  director 
and  was  joined  by  youth  singers  and 
musicians  from  across  the  conference 

Andy  Lambert,  general  evangelist  for 
the  Western  NC  Conference,  delivered 
the  worship  message. 

Trinity  UMC  in  Jacksonville  received 
the  award  of  Excellence  in  Youth 
Ministry, 

Close  to  $12,000  was  contributed 
during  Pilgrimage  for  Youth  Service 
Fund,  mission  resources  raised  by  youl 
and  spent  by  youth  for  the  benefit  of 
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•.•My  boyfriend,  who  has 
been  agnostic  for  as  long  as  I  have 
known  him  was  saved  Saturday 
night  when  my  youth  group  was 
praying  down  by  the  stage. 
Fve  been  praying  for  him  for 
months  now  and  he  finally  knows 

Christ,  and 
that  to  me  is 
amazing.  -  T 
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By  F.  Belton  Joyner,  Jr. 

January  6, 2008 

Text:     Luke  2:41-52 
"Inspired  to  Inquire!" 

Although  it  is  probably  just  a 
coincidence,  I  think  it  is  interesting — 
informative — that  the  first  lesson  in 
the  new  year  revolves  around  asking 
questions.  "Where  is  Jesus"  (2:44)? 
Jesus  asking  questions  (2:46).  Mary 
asking,  "Why  have  you  treated  us  like 
this"  (2:48)?  Jesus  asking,  "Why  were 
you  searching  for  me"  (2:49)? 

The  new  year  begins  with  questions: 

What  will  this  year  be  like? 

Will  anyone  close  to  me  die? 

How  will  the  election  turn  out? 

What  kind  of  war  or  wars  will  be 
going  on? 

Will  there  be  a  major  natural 
disaster?  And  even,  who  will  win  the 
World  Series? 


January 


In  some  sense,  questions,  as  much  or 
more  than  answers,  can  be  a  means  of 
God's  grace. 

Questions  represent  openness. 
Questions  represent  awareness  of 
issues.  Questions  represent  dialogue. 
Questions  represent  possibility. 

Questions  represent  invitation. 
Questions  represent  challenge. 
Questions  represent  wonder. 

Questions  represent  doubt.  Questions 
represent  hope. 

No  wonder  that  sometimes  God 
provides  questions  more  quickly  than 
God  provides  answers! 

Mary  is  a  good  example  of  someone  in 
whom  the  questions  continued.  When 
told  of  the  coming  birth  of  Jesus,  she 
wondered  (1:34).  After  the  shepherds 
visited  the  baby  Jesus,  Mary  pondered 
in  her  heart  what  had  been  said  (2:19). 

Then,  in  this  week's  study  text,  she 
returns  to  Nazareth,  still  not  sure  what 
the  experience  of  twelve-year  old  Jesus 
in  the  temple  had  meant  (2:50). 

In  God's  economy,  each  question 
seems  to  lead  to  another  question. 
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Ed  is  one  of  America's  best  loved  spiritual  teachers  and  artists,  with 
a  style  described  as  a  cross  between  Garrison  Keillor  and  Jimmy 
Buffett.  Just  what  you  want  for  a  thoughtful  respite  by  the  sea. 

January  14  -  16,  2008 

Register  online  at  www.epworthbythesea.org 
or  call  912-638-8688 


Maybe  it  is  because  the  mystery  of  God 
is  always  one  step  beyond  our  answers! 

Our  five  year  old  grandson  was  trying 
to  describe  to  his  mother  something 
that  happened  in  the  church  sanctuary. 

He  could  not  remember  the  big  word 
"sanctuary,"  so  he  said,  "You  know,  that 
big  room  where  everybody  sings,  'We 
love  God  forever.'" 

That's  not  a  bad  description  of  the 
sanctuary  and  it  is  not  a  bad  description 
of  how  we  live  with  life's  questions. 

Loving  God,  trusting  God,  listening 
to  God — a  good  spirit  for  asking 
questions  and  a  good  way  to  begin  the 
new  year.  Happy  New  Year! 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

In  introducing  their  book  Frequently 
Avoided  Questions  (Baker  Books), 
Chuck  Smith,  Jr.  and  Matt  Whitlock 
write:  "You  may  wonder,  'How  can 
they  even  ask  that  question  when  the 
answer  is  so  obvious?'  But  we  want  to 
stress  that  though  the  answer  may  be 
obvious  to  you,  it  is  not  obvious  to  a 
new  generation  of  Christian  young 
people  and  even  less  obvious  to  their 
non-Christian  peers." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Now  I  bring  to  You,  O 
God,  who  I  am,  including  the  questions 
that  stir  in  my  heart. 

January  13,2008 

Text:     Luke  6:27-36 
"Inspired  to  Love!" 

After  reading  this  text  about  love, 
I  immediately  began  looking  for  the 
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loopholes.  Surely,  Jesus  means  these 
instructions  to  be  symbolic.  Perhaps  our 
Lord  is  describing  a  not-yet  kingdom. 
Maybe  the  Master  is  offering  a  vision  of 
his  own  sacrificial  spirit. 

Could  it  be  that  the  gospel  writer 
simply  added  these  unrealistic 
expectations  to  what  Jesus  actually  said? 
It  is  possible  that  Jesus  was  speaking  to 
a  particular  situation  in  his  time  that 
does  not  apply  to  us. 

Nice  try.  The  loopholes  are  simply  not 
there.  Jesus  has  told  his  disciples  to  do 
some  radical,  risky,  highly  improbable 
things.  He  even  says  that  God  is  kind  to 
the  ungrateful  and  the  wicked  (6:35). 
This  is  ridiculous.  If  God  is  kind  to 
the  wicked,  perhaps  I  should  try  a  little 
harder  at  being  wicked!  (I  wouldn't 
have  to  try  much  harder;  sinning  seems 
to  come  fairly  easily!) 

it *  is  one  '  thing  to  expect  (and 
appreciate)  that  God  is  merciful.  It 
is  quite  another  to  have  that  same 
expectation  put  upon  me  (6:36).  It 
is  one  thing  to  be  grateful  for  the 
undeserved  love  that  God  pours  upon 
me;  it  is  quite  another  to  be  asked  to 
show  forth  that  same  undeserved  love 
(6:32). 

It  is  one  thing  to  acknowledge  that 
God  loves  the  mean-spirited  and  the 
one  who  wants  more  than  a  fair  share; 
it  is  quite  another  to  recognize  that  I  am 
called  to  the  same  love  (agape)  that  does 
not  measure  worthiness. 

It  doesn't  help  to  know  how  the  story 
ends,  does  it?  This  kind  of  loving,  this 
kind  of  giving,  this  kind  of  risk-taking 
sacrifice  ends  up  on  a  cross.  No  wonder 
I  am  looking  for  loopholes!  (I  don't 
mind  that  the  final  word  is  a  resurrected 
word,  but  can  I  get  there  without  this 
messy  cross?) 

Say — I  just  thought  of  another 
loophole.  Jesus  lived  in  a  much  simpler 
we  do.  Our  context  is  too 
complex  for  this  simple  way  of  loving 
to  be  effective. 

If  Jesus  were  teaching  his  disciples 
in  2008,  he  would  say  something  like, 
"Don't  confuse  loving  with  being  taken 
advantage  of.  Life  is  too  complicated 
for  easy  answers." 

Now  that's  a  loophole  I  can  live  with! 
Too  bad  it's  not  true. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Robert  Short  ( The  Gospel  According  to 
Peanuts,  John  Knox  Press)  has  written: 
"Both  love  and  faith  never  give  a  reason 
for  their  love... But  perhaps  this  is  just 
as  well;  for  if  the  lover,  or  believer,  could 
give  us  a  'reason'  for  loving  his  (or  her) 
love,  such  as... great  beauty  or  charm 

See  "Bible  study,  "page  10 
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Zoe  partners  with  Global  Links  to  send 
shipment  of  humanitarian  medical  aid 


ZOE  Ministry,  an  Advance  project  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  recently 
partnered  with  the  non-profit  Global 
Links  to  donate  a  40-foot  sea  container 
of  medical  equipment,  furnishings  and 
supplies  to  Zimbabwe  to  strengthen 
the  primary  healthcare  system.  ZOE  is 
led  by  NC  Conference  elder,  the  Rev. 
Greg  Jenks. 

The  humanitarian  medical  aid 
provided  in  the  container  will  help 
improve  services  offered  at  two 
of  the  three  United  Methodist 
hospitals  in  Zimbabwe,  the  68-bed 
Old  Mutare  Hospital  and  the  120-bed 
Mutambara  Hospital. 

The  hospitals  serve  a  population  of 
200,000  inhabitants. 


December  2007 

1       Local  Church  Treasurer/ 
Finance  Training;  UM 
Building,  Raleigh 

13-15  Transforming  Lives  by 

Embracing  God's  Diversity 
event  Lake  Junaluska 

24-25  UM  Building  closed  for 
Christmas  Holiday 

January  2008 

1       UM  Building  closed  for 
New  Year's  Holiday 

4       UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission  Meeting;  4:30-6 
pm;  St.  Pauls  UMC; 
Goldsboro 

4       UMW  Executive 

Committee  Meeting 
Dinner;  6:1 5pm;  St  Pauls 
UMC:  Goldsboro 

4      UMW  District  President's 
Meeting;  7pm;  St  Pauls 
UMC:  Goldsboro 

4  UMW  Conference  Program 
Committee  Meeting; 
7:45pm;  St  Pauls  UMC: 
Goldsboro 

5  UMW  Executive 
Committee  Meeting;  9am; 
St  Pauls  UMC:  Goldsboro 

1 7     Continuation  Interviews, 
St.  Luke  UMC  (GO) 


For  more  information, 
visit  www.nccumc.org 
and  click  on  "Calendar" 
at  the  top  of  the  page. 


Lowest  life  expectancy 

The  United  Nations  World  Health 
Organization  reports  that  Zimbabwe 
has  the  lowest  life  expectancy  in  the 
world — 37  years  for  men  and  34  years 
for  women.  Major  health  challenges 
facing  the  population  include  malaria, 
AIDS,  parasitic  and  other  opportunistic 
infections. 

"Improving  primary  care  services  is 
one  of  the  first  steps  to  improving  the 
dire  healthcare  situation  in  Zimbabwe," 
said  Kathleen  Hower,  executive  director 
and  co-founder  of  Global  Links. 

Successful  partnership 

"ZOE  Ministry  is  grateful  for  the 
privilege  of  being  in  such  a  partnership 
that  will  transform  hospitals  and  save 
lives  in  Zimbabwe,"  said  Jenks. 

"By  recovering  surplus  medical 
materials  from  U.S.  hospitals  and 
directing  it  to  Zimbabwe,  hospital 
services  there  will  be  greatly  enhanced. 
In  many  developing  countries,  even 
the  basics,  such  as  exam  tables, 
blood-pressure  units,  surgical  gloves, 
etc.,  are  absent  or  in  short  supply," 
noted  Hower. 

Supplies  bring  dignity 
and  raise  level  of  care 

The  Global  Links  and  ZOE  Ministry 
medical  shipment  will  include  350  cases 
of  medical  supplies,  blood-pressure 
units,  infant  scales,  bassinettes,  gurneys, 
and  other  furnishings  and  equipment. 

The  materials  included  in  this 
donation,  valued  at  over  $51,000,  will 
raise  the  level  of  care  and  dignity  of 
patients  served  at  the  two  facilities. 

Global  Links 

The  mission  of  Global  Links  is 
to  recover  surplus  medical  materials 
from  U.S.  hospitals  and  make  them 
available    to    hospitals    serving  the 


WHO  MINISTERS  TO 

MINISTERS  AMD 
THOSE  THEY  SERVE? 

We  Do! 


(828)963-4866 
www.hishighplaces.org 
Email:  hishighplace@skybest.com 

We  are  a  crisis  and  crossroads  Christ- 
centered  ministry  which  helps  those 
who  are  in  the  ministry  and  others  who 
are  hurting. 

Short-term  one-on-one  intensives  in  the 
beautiful  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  of  North 
Carolina  and  Smith  Mountain  Lake.  Vagina.  The 
top  five  needs  addressed  at  His  High  Places 
are:  sexual  immorality,  depression,  inordinate 
anger,  marital  strife,  and  burnout.  Our  speciality 
is  uncovering  root  causes  and  restoration.  The 
founding  director  is  the  Rev.  Sam 
McMillan  who  was  a  United  Methodist  minister 
for  21  years  in  eastern  North  Carolina. 


poor  in  less  developed  countries. 

Since  1989,  it  has  channeled  medical 
materials  worth  more  than  $  1 29  million 
to  more  than  70  countries  around  the 
world,  with  a  concentration  in  Latin 
America  and  the  Caribbean. 

For  more  information  on  Global 
Links,  visit  www.globallinks.org 

ZOE  Ministry 

ZOE  Ministry  was  begun  through 
the  NC  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  2004. 

This  mission  is  called  by  Christ  to 
offer  care  to  orphans  and  vulnerable 
children  suffering  because  of  the  AIDS 
Pandemic  in  Africa.  Currendy  they  care 
for  orphans  in  Zimbabwe,  Zambia, 
Kenya,  and  Rwanda. 

The  ministry  of  ZOE  began  by 
establishing  relief  efforts  through 
feeding  sites,  providing  uniforms, 
distributing  school  supplies,  paying  for 
school  fees,  and  offering  medical  care. 

Currendy  over  20,000  children  are 
being  fed  regularly  at  ZOE  sponsored 
feeding  locations. 

ZOE  has  recently  launched  a 
ministry  emphasis  which  focuses  on 
empowerment  of  orphans. 

The  empowerment  projects  in  Kenya 
and  Rwanda  will  be  serving  over  2,000 
by  the  end  of  2007. 

This  "Giving  Hope"  methodology 
equips  orphans  with  essential  life-skills 
so  that  they  are  self-sufficient  within 
two  to  three  years. 

For  more  information  on  ZOE 
visit  www.zoeministry.org  or  call 
919-550-0255. 


NC  Wesleyan 

from  page  2 

many  students  are  not  able  to  access 
the  traditional  higher  education 
track  because  space  is  unavailable," 
said  Gary  Sherman,  Wesleyan's 
vice  president  of  enrollment 
management. 

"Finland  has  two-year  programs 
in  business,  accounting,  and  other 
subjects  that  could  transfer  to 
Wesleyan,  and  students  in  those 
programs  in  Finland  could  finish 
a  bachelor's  degree  at  Wesleyan. 
Students  from  Finland  who 
are  in  technical  programs  there 
could  benefit  from  some  of  our 
community  college  programs," 
explained  Sherman. 

"Another  attraction  is  that  Finns 
are  enamored  with  the  NCAA 
programs  at  our  schools.  That 
level  of  participation  does  not 
exist  in  Finland  and  athletics  are 
usually  carried  out  at  the  club  level," 
he  noted. 

"Language  will  not  be  a  problem, 
especially  for  the  young  people,  since 
students  in  Finland  study  English 
from  an  early  age.  Many  courses 
at  the  Finnish  institutes  are  taught 
in  English,  as  well  as  some  entire 
programs  such  as  International 
Business,"  Sherman  said. 

*  Susan  Best  is  director  of  public 
relations  at  NC  Wesleyan  College. 


A+  STAINED 
GLASS  SPECIALISTS 

New  Windows  Restoration 
Safety  Plate  Glass 

Wendell,  NC  919-365-9835 

We  make  stained  glass  affordable! 


Books, 
Bibles, 
Gifts, 
Greeting 
Cards, 
Music 
and  more 

Cokesbury  &J 

Raieigh 

ph:  866-265-2665 

Lake  Junaluska 

ph:  866-439-7684 

Greensboro 

ph:  866-629-3116 

Charlotte 

ph:  866-863-9713 
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January  adult  Bible  study  continued  from  page  8 


or  wealth,  then  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
the  lover  would  not  actually  be  in  love 
with  his  (or  her)  love,  but  that  (the)  real 
heart's  desire  would  be  beauty  or  charm 
or  wealth..." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "God,  how  shall  I  love?" 

January  20, 2008 

Text:     Luke  1 1:5-13 
"Inspired  to  Pray!" 

I  bet  you  know  the  joke  that  ends 
with  God's  saying:  "I  sent  a  helicopter 
three  times  and  you  never  would  get 
on  board."  (If  you  don't  recall  that 
particular  story,  check  with  your  pastor. 
It  is  no.  374  in  the  pastor's  standard 
repertoire  of  illustrations  about  prayer.) 

There  is  indeed  much  we  do  not 
understand  about  prayer.  We  are  told 
that  prayer  is  as  much  about  listening 
as  it  is  about  talking,  but  here  is  Jesus 
saying  that  we  should  ask,  seek,  and 
knock.  These  are  hardly  passive,  waiting- 
for-God-to-speak,  moments. 


Jesus  offers  three  examples  of 
responding  to  requests. 

1 .  There  is  a  friend  who  finally  answers 
the  persistent  knocking  of  someone 
who  comes  to  get  hospitality  food 
in  the  middle  of  the  night  (1 1:8). 

2.  There  is  the  parent  who  gives  food 
to  a  hungry  child  (11:11). 

3.  There  is  God  who  gives  the  Holy 
Spirit  freely  to  anyone  who  asks 
(11:13). 

It  dawns  on  me  that  in  the  first  two 
cases,  one  would  know  if  the  request 
had  been  granted.  Case  1:  Does  the 
friend  get  the  food?  Yes  or  no.  Case  2: 
Does  the  child  get  the  food?  Yes  or  no. 
Case  3:  But  what  about  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit?  How  is  one  to  tell  if  that 
prayer  has  been  answered? 

God's  gift  of  the  Spirit  does  not  look 
the  same  every  time  it  is  given.  John 
3:8  reminds  us  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
blows  as  the  wind  blows  (in  fact,  both 
the  Hebrew  and  the  Greek  words  for 
"Spirit"  are  the  same  as  the  words  for 
"wind.").  "The  wind  blows  where  it 
chooses"  (John  3:8)  is  a  pretty  good  sign 


Grants  awarded  from  page  3 


Grants  were  also  given  to  the  conference 
chapter  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  and  to  the  Rockingham 
District  Connectional  Table. 

The  deadline  for  submitting  requests 


IFIEDS 


FOR  SALE:  20  beautiful  church 
pews  with  green  velvet  cushions. 
Approximately  1 1  'in  length,  solid  maple 
(we  think).  Asking  $200  per  pew.  Buyer 
to  remove.  For  information,  contact 
Russell  Wilcox  at  rwilcox@hbumc.org. 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA  eff.  apt.  No  steps! 
Sleeps  4,  full  kit.  $40  nite/3  nite  min. 
NP/NS.  Call  828-456-5183. 

EMERALD  ISLE  BEACH  -  Cottage  for 
Christian  families.  Second  row,  sleeps 
eight  or  more.  Three  bedrooms,  two 
baths,  a/c,  phone  and  cable.  No  pets. 
$865  per  week,  $360  per  weekend. 
Special  arrangements  for  youth  groups 
up  to  20.Tommy  and  JeanTunstall,  5273 
Raleigh  Rd.,  Benson,  NC  27504  919- 
934-4401  or  jeantunstall@earthlink.net 

SURF  CITY  -  New  3  bedroom 
townhouse,  second  row  on  Topsail 
Island.  Special  discounts  for  UMs! 
Contact  us  for  weekly  or  weekend 
rates.  Curtis  &  Lori  Campbell,  curtis. 
wc@charter.net 


TO  PLACE  A  CLASSIFIED  AD  or  for 

display  advertising  rates,  contact 
LeeAnne  Thornton  at:  800-849-4433 
or  email:  lbthornton@nccumc.org. 


for  the  next  grant  cycle  is  March  31, 
2008.  Applications  and  ministry  ideas 
are  available  at  www.nccumc.org/ 
multiculturalandsocialministries.htm. 

Applications  must  be  signed  by  a 
United  Methodist  pastor  and  a  district 
superintendent;  no  faxed  applications 
will  be  accepted. 


Elijah  Dwayne  Alston,  son  of 
Dwayne  (Fayetteville:  John 
Wesley)  and  LaQuita  Alston, 
was  born  on  October  22. 


Let 's  Journey  To... 


Wesley's  England 

May  18  -  27,  2008 

with 

Hood  Seminary 


Join  Dr.  Albert  Aymer  and  Dr.  Donald  Haynes 

on  a  tour  of  Wesley's  England.  Travel  to  York, 
Epworth,  Coventry,  Oxford,  Bristol  and  London. 
Visit  the  Epworth  Rectory,  The  New  Room  and 
Wesley's  Chapel.  Hear  about  the  "Holy  Club"  and 
John  Wesley's  "heart-warming  experience". 
Space  is  Limited  ~  Register  Today  and  Save 
$100  -  Course  Credit  Available. 

Alpha  Christian  TourS,  Inc. 

-l^w  621  Macon  Place 

£Alpho\  Raleigh,  NC  27609 

mm^&  919-783-8714. 
W-r-        rW  919-783-8747  fax 

Alphajb@juno.coin 
www.Alphatours.com 

An  Alternative  Way  To  Travel  With  Someone  You  Can  Trust 


that  the  presence  of  God's  Spirit  does 
not  look  the  same  in  every  situation. 

So,  how  are  we  to  know  that  God  has 
answered  our  prayer?  We  are  to  know 
that  God  has  answered  our  prayer 
because  we  prayed.  The  promise  of  God 
is  to  answer  the  one  who  "asks,  seeks, 
knocks"  (11:9).  Although  I  might  be 
unclear  as  to  what  that  answer  looks 
like,  I  can  be  confident  that  God  has 
answered. 

This  week's  text  is  part  of  Jesus'  reply 
to  the  disciples'  appeal  for  help  in  how 
to  pray.  In  Luke,  it  follows  "the  Lord's 
Prayer."  Note  that  this  request  comes 
from  the  disciples  after  they  have  seen 
Jesus  in  prayer  (11:1).  It  is  in  that 
context  that  our  Lord  teaches  us  how 
to  do  what  he  has  been  doing,  being 
persistent  in  prayer. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Karl  Barth  (Prayer,  Westminster) 
wrote:  "Praying  God  to  give  us 
our  bread,  both  earthly  and  celestial,... 
presupposes  that  we  know  God  as 
the  giver." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let 
your  prayer  begin:  "Hear  our  prayer, 
OLord..." 

January  27, 2008 

Text:     Luke  1 2:22-34 
"Inspired  to  Trust" 

Every  once  in  a  while,  a  verse  of 
Scripture  will  jump  off  the  page  and 
say,  "Hey,  do  you  get  it?"  For  me,  one  of 
those  verses  is  in  this  week's  lesson:  Luke 
12:32:  "Do  not  be  afraid,  little  flock, 
for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to 
give  you  the  kingdom." 

That  message  from  Jesus  jumps  out 
at  me  because  I  have  so  often  heard 
that  our  task  is  to  build  the  kingdom. 
But  here  is  our  Lord  saying  that  even 
the  kingdom — the  fullness  of  God's 
reign — is  given  us  by  God. 

Do  you  remember  that  Mark  1:11 
says  that  at  Jesus'  baptism  "a  voice  came 
from  heaven,  'You  are  my  Son,  the 
Beloved;  with  you  I  am  well  pleased.'" 

Now  in  Luke  we  hear  the  same  word 
(good  pleasure — 12:32)  that  was  heard 
in  Mark  (well-pleased — 1:11).  God  the 
Father  who  found  pleasure  in  the  gift  of 
the  Son  now  promises  to  find  pleasure 
in  granting  us  the  Kingdom. 

Our  frenetic  activity  is  not  what  builds 
the  kingdom.  God  gives  the  kingdom. 
Our  activity  is  an  anticipation  of  and  a 


SOUND  &  VIDEO  SYSTEMS 
for  Churches  since  1961 


SOUND  ♦  CCTV*  PROJECTORS  ♦  CHIMES 
Free  consultation  -  Your  Site  or  Ours 


TRI-TRONICS 


PRO  ELECTRONICS  LLC 

Systems  That  Work" 

Lill  ington.  North  Carolina 
(800)  669-3204  or  (910)  893-4183 


thanksgiving  for  that  kingdom. 

There  is  another  verse  in  this  text 
that  reverses  our  usual  thinking:  "For 
where  your  treasure  is,  there  your  heart 
will  be  also  (12:34). 

Usually,  we  think  that  our  money 
will  follow  our  heart.  Not  so,  says 
Jesus.  The  heart  follows  the  treasure. 
(The  literal  meaning  of  the  word 
translated  "treasure"  is  "deposit."  We 
expect  a  positive  return  on  a  deposit; 
the  heart  follows  with  interest — no  pun 
intended! — to  see  what  happens.) 

I  wonder  if  these  verses  about  trusting 
God  to  provide  (12:22)  feel  different  in 
a  poor  neighborhood  than  they  do  in 
an  affluent  neighborhood. 

My  trust  that  God  will  provide  food 
and  clothing  comes  a  bit  easier  when 
I  have  a  stockpile  in  the  freezer  and 
several  shirts  in  the  closet.  No  wonder 
Jesus  said  that  it  was  tough  for  a  rich 
man  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
(Mark  10:25). 

Finally,  let  us  note  that  Jesus  gives 
attention  both  to  the  material  and  to  the 
spiritual  dimensifffisof  life  (12:28,  12:31). 

In  our  usual  language,  God  is 
concerned  (and  provides  for)  both  body 
and  soul.  Thanks  be  to  God. 

What  Someone  Else  Has  Said: 

Jiirgen  Moltmann  {The  Gospel  of 
Liberation,  Word  Books)  wrote:  "Our 
idea  of  the  kingdom  of  God  and 
of  (humankind)  in  the  kingdom  as 
something  for  the  hereafter,  becomes, 
with  Jesus  now,  this  time — the  present, 
and  entirely  earthly.  The  future  of  that 
home  for  which  our  guilt  and  sorrow 
causes  us  to  yearn  so  deeply,  with 
Jesus  forces  itself  into  the  present  and 
becomes  powerful  in  the  present." 

Prayer: 

As  you  prepare  this  lesson,  let  your 
prayer  begin:  "Your  kingdom  come!..." 


Deaths 


FORBES,  Rev.  Dan  (Retired- 
GR)  died  October  14.  A 
memorial  service  was  held 
October  21  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Kinston. 

BERRY,  Edith  Ann  Fowlkes, 
died  November  7.  She  was 
the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Ralph 
Fowlkes. 

CARRUTH,  Roberta,  widow  of 
the  Reverend  Dr.  Paul  Car- 
ruth,  died  November  10.  A 
celebration  service  was  held 
at  Hayes  Barton  UMC  on  No- 
vember 12.  In  lieu  of  flowers, 
donations  can  be  made  to 
the  Paul  Carruth  Scholarship 
fund  at  Methodist  College  in 
Fayetteville,  NC. 
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Camp  Ground  UMC 
Homecoming 

Camp  Ground  United  Methodist 
Church  celebrated  Homecoming  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  14.  Guest  speaker  was 
the  Rev.  Linda  Harris.  An  old  fashioned 
picnic  on  the  church  grounds  followed 
the  worship  service.  Pictured  (L-R)  are: 
Jennifer  Lamm;  Rev.  Harris;  the  Rev. 
Dennis  Lamm, CampGroundassociate; 
the  Rev.  David  Wade,  Camp  Ground 
senior  pastor;  and  Cindy  Wade. 


Elizabeth  City  UMW  District  Meeting 

Elizabeth  City  District  United  Methodist  Women  held  their  District  Annual  Meeting 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Elizabeth  City  on  Oct.  20.  Participants  shown  are 
(L-R)  Vice  President  Joyce  Harris,  Madoline  Murphy  and  Jackie  Wenberg  who  serve 
on  the  conference  executive  committee,  Conference  President-elect  Ann  Davis,  and 
Elizabeth  City  District  President  Billie  Denny.  Not  pictured  are  Dr.  Won  Namkoong, 
superintendent  of  the  Elizabeth  City  District,  and  his  wife,  Mee  Young,  who  were 
special  guests  of  the  meeting. 


First  UMC,  Roanoke  Rapids  -  Dixon  speaks 

At  the  invitation  of  the  United  Methodist  Women  of  First  UMC,  Roanoke  Rapids, 
Dr.  Sam  Dixon  (right),  head  of  UMCOR,  presented  an  update  to  the  group  and  other 
members  of  the  church  on  the  United  Methodist  response  to  victims  of  Katrina  and 
other  areas  of  disaster  assistance  throughout  the  world.  Dixon  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  North  Carolina  Conference.  Pictured  with  Dixon  is  Linda  Raim  (left),  president  of 
FUMC  United  Methodist  Women. 

s"  "  \ 

Submitting  "Around  the  Conference"  Items. 

Send  stories  to  bnorton@nccumc.org.  The  deadline  is  the  5th  day  of  the  month. 
All  articles  and  photos  subject  to  editing.  Photographs  or  art  should  be  recorded  in  the 
largest  size  and  highest  resolution  possible  and  sent  in  JPG  or  TIFF  formats. 


Participating  in  a  recent  mission  workteam  to  Biloxi,  MS  from  the  New  Bern 
District  were  (Front  row  L-R)  Charlie  Johnson,  Greg  Shoemaker,  Lawrence  Maxwell, 
Sharon  Gante,  and  Marcie  Briley  and  (Back  row  L-R)  Joe  Colson,  Steve  Eubanks, 
Deon  Lyons,  Steve  Eubanks  Jr.,  Rod  Brown,  Roger  Fulp,  Peter  Gante,  Ray  Bihary,  and 
Bonnie  Bihary. 

Biloxi  mission  completed 


A  team  from  three  local  churches  in 
the  New  Bern  District  recently  spent  a 
week  repairing  homes  in  Biloxi,  MS. 

The  14  members  represented  the 
Swansboro  UMC,  Emmanuel  Baptist 
Church  of  Cedar  Point  and  St.  Peters 
UMC  in  Morehead  City.  The  local 
team  was  joined  by  teams  from  Boston 
MA,  and  Hoover  AL.,  making  about  55 
people  working  together. 

The  teams  were  housed  in  the 
First  UMC  in  Biloxi  and  received 
work  assignments  there.  Four  homes 
were  worked  on  by  the  team.  Single 


mothers  with  children  lived  in  three  of 
the  homes. 

Jobs  ranged  from  wiring,  putting  up 
siding,  hanging  doors,  scraping  and 
painting,  installing  bathroom  fixtures, 
building  a  new  staircase,  and  installing 
a  dishwasher  and  a  microwave  oven. 

The  teams  from  Boston  and 
Hoover  did  plumbing,  installed  floors, 
painted,  and  installed  a  heating  and  air 
conditioning  system. 

There  are  16,000  FEMA  trailers  still 
in  use  in  Southern  Mississippi.  Much 
work  remains  to  be  done. 


Is  Your  Ministry 
on  the  Move? 


Get  it  going  with  a  bus  from 


Carpenter 

BUS  SALES! 


New  &  Used  •  Trade-Ins  Welcome  •  Large  Inventory  ♦  Friendly  Service 


America's  #7  Church  Bus  Dealer! 


Since 


Jerry  Remus 
Your  Carolina  Representative 


1-800-370-6180 
carpenterbus.com 


Exclusively  Endorsed  by  Cokesbury 
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United  Methodist 
bishops  urge 
immediate  Iraq 
withdrawal 

(UMNS)  —  Declaring  war  "incompatible  with 
the  teachings  and  example  of  Christ,"  the  bishops 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  called  on  leaders 
of  all  nations  to  begin  an  immediate,  safe  and  full 
withdrawal  of  troops  from  Iraq.  The  action  came 
during  the  council's  semi-annual 
meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  bishops  also  urged  against 
deploying  additional  troops  to  Iraq 
and  against  establishing  permanent 
military  bases  in  the  Middle  Eastern 
country.  "This  resolution  is  long 
overdue,"  said  retired  Bishop  Clifton 
Ives  before  the  Council  of  Bishops 
voted  its  approval  on  Nov.  9. 

The  council  represents  11.5 
million  United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States,  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philippines. 
About  125  active  and  retired  bishops  from  across  the 
globe  attended  the  Nov.  4-9  gathering. 

The  bishops  also  called  on  the  US  and  other 
Coalition  Force  nations  to  initiate  and  support  a  plan 
for  the  reconstruction  of  Iraq,  giving  strong  priority  to 
the  humanitarian  and  social  needs  of  the  Iraqi  people. 

They  urged  increased  support  for  veterans  of  the 
Iraq  war  and  all  wars.  The  bishops  said  their  position 
is  based  on  Jesus  Christ's  call  for  "his  followers  to  be 
peacemakers." 


U.N.  Foundation  seeks  global 
health  partnership  with  the  church 


The  United  Nations  Foundation  wants  to  partner 
with  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  a  major 
global  health  initiative  that  goes  beyond  the  existing 
anti-malaria  Nothing  But  Nets  campaign. 

In  a  Nov.  7  presentation  to  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops,  Michael  Madnick,  spokesman  for  the  UN 
Foundation  said  the  foundation  hopes  not  only 
to  partner  with  the  denomination  to  educate  and 
mobilize  people  to  fight  diseases  of  poverty,  but 
also  to  inspire  people  worldwide  to  know  they  can 
make  a  difference. 

Madnick  said  the  organization  hopes  the  2008 
General  Conference  will  support  an  initiative 
encompassing  the  diseases  of  poverty:  malaria,  HIV/ 
AIDS  and  tuberculosis. 

With  a  grant  from  the  UN  Foundation,  the  church 
is  conducting  a  feasibility  study  to  determine  if 
support  for  an  expanded  health  initiative  exists 
among  annual  conference  leaders,  health  care 
institutions  and  other  groups. 

"At  the  end  of  the  day, 

i 

all  the  goodwill  and  all  y  T  T  "\T  T  'T1  T7  T\ 
the  resources  in  the  world  '  -j 

won't  mean  anything  if  we  >»^^^^^P(3Xj 
are  not  reaching  those  who 
need  this  help  the  most,'  Madnick  said. 

"The  church  and  Coca-Cola  get  further  out  into 
the  world  than  anyone  else.  If  you  are  not  part  of  the 
delivery  solution,  we  are  all  missing  the  picture." 

The  existing  United  Methodist  Global  Health 


Initiative  is  designed  to  engage  participation 
and  create  support  across  the  denomination  for 
expanding  health  ministry  across  the  world. 

The  church  has  people  who 
will  volunteer,  share  skills  and  Together, 
information,  and  contribute  y\JQ  CQH  QCt 
money  to  help  people  in  , 
developing  countries,  Madnick  fllllCfl 
said.  The  U.N.  Foundation  tnOt€  dOHC 
hopes  to  join  the  church  in  thOH  W6 

designing  an  expanded  health 
initiative  to  generate  resources  COH  Oy 

to  pool  with  those  from  OUF5€lV€S, 
public  sectors. 

"We  believe  in  alliance  for  large-scale  problem- 
solving,"  especially  in  fighting  the  diseases  of 
poverty  with  an  emphasis  on  eradicating  malaria," 
Madnick  said. 

"It  is  about  what  comes  next.  It  is  beyond  nets," 
Madnick  said.  "Our  hope  is  that  at  your  General 
Conference  in  the  spring 
t^t  a  ry>  y      -jk  t  q     that  there  will  be  this 
i\  I\  1  1 IN  O    next  levd  of  affirmation 

N  DAT  I  ON 

of  your  desire  to  proceed 
with  this  campaign 
and  this  partnership  with  us  and  with  the  world. 
The  United  Nations  Foundation  and  the  Gates 
Foundation  are  prepared  to  be  your  partners  in  that 
effort.  . . .  Together,  we  can  get  so  much  more  done 
than  we  can  by  ourselves." 


Bridgeport  National 
Bindery,  Inc. 

JULY  2011 


